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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

On 9/8/76, an article appeared in the "Washington Post,"
(copy attached), reporting that the U. S§. House of Representatives
created a select committee to investigate the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther Kin Jr

O.s.

4 DETAILS - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

This new select House Committee, to date, has made
no request of the FBI.
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"Washington Post

September 18, 1976

. <" - - By Mary Russell E

" WaaBiamon Post Sraf? writer
The House created a select commit-
tee yesterday to investigate the assas-
sinations of President John"F. Ken-
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
--The 12member committee. estab-
Ushed-on a 280-to-65 vote. will be

Raeded by’ Rep. Thomas Downing (D--

Va.) for the remainder of this Con-

gress. Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla) .
however, is retiring, .

said. Downing.
and Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.).

with Dowuning a prime sponsor of the -

committee; is expected to become
chairman in the new gession next Jan-
urv .

" Downing- uld he would ask for
$230.000 to get the committee s*tarted
‘and hire staff. but Rep. Frank Thomp-

son (D-NJ)D chairmap of the House .

Administration Committee  which
must aythorize the funds. indicated
yesterday he might be reluctant to ap-
prove that amount. °*

Because the select committee ex-
pu'es at the end of this year and will
Bave to be re-established by the House
next yesr. it should wait until then for
funding. Thompson said.
» Downing said the committee wou]d
‘st _hold .public hearings before the
Nov. 2 elections. to avoid charges of
_capitalizing politically on the investi-
gation. but he s=i it m'zht he;d some
closed hearinzs “in order tJ preserve
testimony.”

- Reasons, ‘T l!o&ns 2g2ip” at the
.._—M h"nnndy as%mauon. he smd
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"House Votes 280 65 to Probe

Kennedy, ng Assassmahons

are melauons by the congressxonll
intelligence committees that informa-.
tion about CIA attempts to kill Cuban
Premier Fidel Castro was withheld
from the Warren commission, ®the
murder of two Mafia members en-
listed by the CIA to help assassinate
Castro, and .the destruction of notes
on Kennedy’s autopsy and a note by
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald to a
member of the FBI. .

The commission headed by Chief
Justice Earl Warren intvestigated the
assassination of Kennedy in Dallas
and concluded that Oswald acted .
alone.

But Dovning said yesterday. “I am
convinced there was a conspiracy in.
volved. I do not know the identity of
the conspirators or their motives.
That should be investigated in depth.”

Downinz promised “to engage in no
witch-bunts™ aud “uot blame those
who may have made mistakes in the
original investization.”

Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-Calif.) cslled the
planned investication a waste of tax-
payers’ money to satisfy “the melodra- .

-matic desire of the morbid to create
an incident.”

Though Downing and Gonzalez set
‘out more than a year ago to create the
committee. they were going nowhere
until they received a push from mem.
be:s o7 the Congressional Black Caii-
cus, who felt they had received “new
information™ in the 1588 Kkiiling -of
Nartin Luther !un. Jr. that cailed. Iorg

e bt ..&-l._ JUER Y Ce s

’

D C. Del. Walter Fauntroy and Rrp
Yvonne Burke (D-Calif) confirmed
that the information came from writer
and TV producer Abby Mann, who is
working on 2 documentary on King's
death. and from writer Mark Lane,
one of the first to doubt the Warren
Commission conclusions.

Reportedly the information has
been kncwn since 1968 but never in-
vestigated by the FBI.

. It deals with the removal of King's
black security chief ‘rom his sids
shortly before he was killed in Mem.
phis. and the sudden transfer of two
black firemen f[rom the (firehouse
across the street from the motel
where King was staving and was shot.

Edward Redditt, in charge of secu-
tity for King. was ordered to go home
about 4 p.m. on the dar of King's
death. because of a reported attempt
on the life of Redditt's family.

The order was atributed to Mem:
phis Fire and Folice Director Frank
C. Holloman. who had worked for the
FBI for 25 years. part of the time in
the office of the late Director J. Edgar
Hoover. who had tapped King's phone
and ordered surveillance of the civil
rights leader. |

Floyd Newsum.’ one of the blav:h
firemen abruptly transferred from the
fire station across from the motel,
said he had attended a King raily in

- Memphis and. thouzh he pubiicly toid

of the transfer at thc time, sayvs oe

was pever interviewed by the F’BL_,-‘
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. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Asgec. Dir. ___/
* Dep. AD Adm. _
Memorandum e
] ; Ada. Serv.
TO : The Associate Dire&g DATE: 10/15/76 E::::___
dent.

mapaction —gu—

- FROM @ Legal Couns ‘ g%r-j—?Tzf
O lon. & Evel. —

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS ','.'.‘;.'?'.Z'ﬁ?'
3 N T" .
T-h::: R,
PURPOSE : Dlrocter Sec’y —

To advise of a request for a meeting with the Director
by captioned Committee and of results of Departmental meeting with
that Committee.

SYNOPSIS:

Chairman and Staff Director of captioned Committee
desire to meet with the Director in connection with their in-
quiry concerning the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy
and Dr. Martin Luther King. Departmental representatives met with
Chairman and Staff Director and discussed giving that Committee
access to FBI material in the same fashion and under the same /l*j
circumstances as the Senate Select Committee-on Intelligence
Activities (Church Committee) was given.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) That the Director meet with Chairman Downing and
Staff Director Sprague. .

(2) That the Special Investigative Division and
Finance and Personnel Division furnish comments as to
advisability of conducting background investigations on a
non-reimbursable basis for captioned Committee.

AT SROVIDL E:t. RV W,
poros. D PN e Fim. & Feilomeceeres

- Mr. Fehl

1 Cep. AD AT D Cv"l-"ﬂ\'------—---—- con __.ﬂ___" ) o
1 - MI. Gallagher oin. ap In - A' l::e.'.:......_.._..__,._. g;;-:‘n;;v.‘—....—-
1 - Mr. Leavitt ﬁi&fg;v e e JraIG
}. gi;sLio)gxgrine gmﬁ? ' REC-1: él -7 A (9/
- . ,
1 - Telephone Room EX-]113 SEE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
1 - Mr. Mintz. . ADDENDUM - PAGE -
2 - Mr. Daly CONTINUEDS- @RfERG 1976
1 - Mr. Taylor J U
nm—— ———
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Legal Counsel to The Associate Director
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

DETAILS: i

on 10/7/76, E. M. Hutton, Administrative Assistant .
to Chairman Thomas N. Downing of captioned Committee, advised

 the Chairman and his Staff Director, Richard Sprague, wished

+o0 meet with the Director.

We learned that similar requests had been made of the
Attorney General and the CIA Dir

CONTINUED - OVER
-2 - SN

S N AT S TR S T AT L AL I T A R e T R T P e



Legal Counsel to The Associate Director
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

DOT

As to the assignment of FBI personnel selected by the
Committee, this appears to be highly undesirable. Mr. Uhlmann
was, of course, advised by SA Paul V. Daly of this Division that
the assignment of personnel to Congressional Committees had been
recently done only with the Attorney General's approval and was
also advised that it was not proper for a Committee of Congress
to select what FBI personnel would be assigned to that Committee
should the Attorney General and the Director agree to furnish

personnel. C¥j7




ADDENDUM: SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION (,r’f’AJs:dc 10-21-76
Y
We cannot begin the investigation of any case until
the Department of Justice and the House Select Committee on

Assassinations (HSCA) have formalized a Memorandum Of Under-
standing.

A representative from the Employees Security and
Special Inquiry Section of the Special Investigative Division
should be present at any conference with the HSCA wherein the
procedures for conducting these background investigations are
discussed. We have utilized this format very successfully
previously.

The HSCA should be advised they should insure these
cases are sent to the FBI in an even flow rather than a large
number at one time as we have many other commitments, which
commitments are particularly demanding in a Presidential
election year.

N Although we have not charged The White House or
other Congressional committees for conducting these investi-
gations, it is noted the charge would be $2137 per case and
the new pay raise would increase this charge. The HSCA states
it anticipates requesting approximately 175 to 200 investigations
and this means approximately $400,000 would be diverted from
our appropriation if we are not reimbursed. Since this is a
Presidential election year we will undoubtedly receive a large
number of special inquiry investigations for which we are not
reimbursed.
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Assde. Diee
Dep. Abﬂrj/
Des- A r

Asst. Diny’
Adm. Sorv. '

! Exr. AHsirs 7,
. ' in, .'l-n ‘
‘ The Associate Dire{ZL§¥ DATE: 9/22/76 Lﬁiziﬁf)y
| / o711k

’;egal Counse%/’ ’ vt
(-,' f.’ (748 * : /e - ('/ LP .;" - ‘ L/ Plen —/
77 f

Evel.

* HOUSE RESOLUTION 1540 4 € w.. .7 : , e

Truining

Telephone R, __
Directer Sec’y

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of
the passage of H.Res.1l540 establishing a select committee
to investigate and study the circumstances surrounding the
deaths of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

" DETAILS:

Attached hereto is a copy of H.Res.1540. On
September 15, 1976, the House Rules Committee reported out
H.Res.1540 creating a select committee to conduct an
investigation and study of circumstances surrounding the
death of John F. Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and of any others the select committee shall {ff .
determine. ) )tff

Ve

On September 17, 1976, this matter came up on
the House calendar for debate. This resolution creates a
committee of twelve members of the House of Representatives
to be appointed by the Speaker and is authorized and directed
to conduct a full and complete investigation into the deaths
of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr., and of any
others the select committee shall determine. This committee
is funded in the amount of $250,000 to be used for organi-
- zational purposes and setting up of its staff and has been
directed to report as soon as practicable during the present
Congress the results of its investigation and study. This
resolution was passed by vote of 280 to 65, with 84 members

not voting.

o \a s 3B
Enclosure 0‘\3&(}; 13 é\ —-// 7 o :; 0 -
1 - Mr. Adams (enc.) o emp
1 - Mr. Gall_aghei (e’n;:.) s 0CT 23 1570
1 - Mr. Leavitt (enc.

1 - Mr. Fehl (enc.) e ——
3w Mi?tz((enci) CONTINUED - OVER &
3 -Mr. D . i - Y
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DOC:jsr (10)

. S

« 560V 1976
o y

U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Fe1/00

A Ao r el h A’ Bte Sl e FALRL T S L ettt el et o 30 AN sos LT LR M S o SR E S St b et e D Sl



CL \7 e L

L4

Legal Counsel to the Associate Director Memo
RE: H.RES.1540

There is no mention in the resolution that the
Committee plans to review FBI documents regarding the
assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

" RECOMMENDATION :

The Office of Congressional Affairs, Legal Counsel
Division, will follow the activities of this Committee in
the event that the Committee decides to review the investi-

gation conducted into these two assassinations by the FBI.

Gan. Iny

APFROVED; 7R Attairs.___ Leborate.
ssoc. Di- Y Fo &rers, !
Dep. AD Ad™ oot A G T

Den. AD Inv. . fcont. ... nananene
Acst. Dir: Inspaction......... -
Adm. Serv.. Intell...... Training. cceeeeceeemmeenes
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'x s e e ~_House Calendar No 468
94t (,O\‘GRESS H RE &
- S.1540
i o D00 RREEME RS A T — i )
. [Report No. 94—1566] . ,
D N R H $ AP “ .. : e IO fii-a1emin] e
-] Priees W : L) .-:'f' La L :'ll .“”" ;‘-
3 IN THB HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
l.'.','l : ..:‘z’ -
errmmm 14 19a6 .
Mr GoNzaLrz (for ]muself Mr Dowxtxe of Virginia, and Mr. FauxTroY)
submitted the followmt7 rcsolutxon wluch was referred to the Committee
- on Rules - . P L SRR 0 b [N N T
, Sr.rxmmm 1.), 1976
i '» © " Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed o
’I. cel ~‘;'L .,:;- :' . - .:__;- riie feact rr
i "1'" " Resolved, That there is hereby crcated,a select commit-
i "2 “tee to be composed of twelve Members of the House of Rep-
"3 resentatives to be appointed by the Speakér, one of whom
‘4 he shall designate as chairman. Any vacancy occurring in
. "5 " 'the membership of the select committee shall be filled in the
' 6 same manner in which the original appointment was made.
“w7 ¢ " The select committee is authorized and dirccted to con-
t “'8 * duct a full and complete investigation and stuJ__nf.’ the cir-
i g cumstances sunoundmrr the death of J ohn ’ET\'K'tnncd) and
10 the death of Martin Luthc’r)&Km Junior, and of any others
11 the select committee shall determine, - . = it it
! 7 ~

12 For the imrpose of carrying out this resolution the select

I AT L= 5’4'-/'/"“;1' 0’13
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1 ecommittee, or nny subcommittee thereof authorized by the

~ -~

2 select comnnttce to hold hcmmrra, is authorized to sit and

3 act during the present Con«rrcss at such times and places'

4 within the Umtcd Statcs, mchuhnrr an) Commonwealth or

ey ,
5 possession thereof whcther the House is in session, has re-

6 cessed or_ has adjom'ncd to hold such hemmgs, and to re-
7 qnuc by suhplex'lﬂ or otherwxse, the attendance and tesnmon)
8 of such witnesses and the pr oductxon of such booLs, records
9 correephhdence memomndums, papers, and documents as it

10 deems mnecessary; e\cept that nelther the select committee

11 nor any subcommittce thercof may sit while the House is

12 meeting unﬂé; the five-minute rule unless special leave to sit

13 shall bave been obtained from the House. The chairman of

14 - the sclect committee may establish such subcomumittees of the

15 -sclect committee as he considers appropriate. A majority of

16 the members of the select conunittee shall constitute a quorum

17 for the transaction of business, escept that the select com-

18 mittec may designate a lesser number as a quorum for the

19 - purposc of taking testimony. The select committee may em-

20 ploy and fix the compensation of such clerks, experts, con-

21 : syﬂtunts, technicians, attorneys, investigators, and clerical and
2 stéuovraphic assistants as it considers neceséai‘y to carry out
923 the purposes of this resolution. The sdeg:t comnuttee nay Te-

24 imburse the members of 1t= staft for tmve], suhslxtcnco, and

95 other necessary expenses incwred by them in the perform-
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ance of lhc duties vested in the seleet comuiittee, other than
expenses in conncction with meetings of the select commiit-
tee or any subcommittee thercof held in the District of
Columbia. Subpenas may be issued under the Signature of
the chairman of the select committee or any member of the
select committce designated by him, and may be served by -
any person desig"natcd by such chairman or member.
The select committee shall report to the House as soon
as pmcticabie during the p;escnt Conrn:ess the results of its
mvestwanon and stud) ) o"ether with such recommendations

as it dcems advxsablc. Any such report \wlnch is made when

the IIouse 1s not m scmon slmll be ﬁled thh the Clerk of
the HOUbC. : - LGz ; e
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4NITED STATES GOVERNMENT -

Assec. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. __

Memorandum i

Asst. Divs.: n
Adm, Sorv.

Ext. Aﬂnlu]_

. . i ,
TO . Assistant Dlrector_,y‘/ DATE: 11/2/76 Fin. & Porsi —

. . N Gon. inv.
Intelligence Division Mowt.

N 3 2 Mo —
TROM  “Legal °°““SLE’V} -~ (ga’ e
7 O / j’@ Lagel Covn

s Plen. & Evel.

L J
JUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS LT —
., ‘\ Treining
PURPOSE: = Tolophone Ren.
—_——m—— Directer Sec’y
vise of results of an attempt to determine whether
(XX <) (phonetic) is employed by captioned Committee.
DETAILS:
DETAZLS (BYYO

Director, captioned "UNSUB, aka (Phonetic
IS-R," information was set forth
might have been employed as a member of the Congre .
Prior communications in this matter indicate that the individuaw
identifying himself as —"will be working on Capitol Hill&\*)
the Kennedy assassination. : 7\
. SRRy

From the content of referenced tommunication and prior
information, it would appear that if were employed in the

By airtel dated 10/19/76 fr exandria, to the l

L

Congress it would be for captioned Co ee, which is currently
hiring staff and launching inquiries into the assassinations of
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King. (bleQ,s

\ 3
HSCA g{_
isted (
similarity to ttached is a copy of that letter. j‘
CQY%[CX N
This Committee is hiring individuals on a daily basis S
and will have 30 staff members till the end of this Session of 8
Congress and anticipates having 170 staff members for the next ‘#5‘
Session. It is, therefore, possible that such an individual {
might be in the process of bein hij‘id but has not been hired '51
yet. \ E‘{&) » |
\ QB2 12504
M e [ ] J
Enclosure{\‘ﬂw‘é\mi N
. - (%] . .
1 - Mr.| Adams - Enc. 24 NOV 4 1976 )
1l - Mr. Fox - Enc. ) i
1 - Mr. Steel - Enc. — — —
1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc. CONTINUED - OVER A A
2 Mr., Dal '
1l
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Legal Counsel to the Assistant Director,
Intelligence Division
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

We have not at this point initiated background in-
vestigations concerning the staff members for this Committee.
The Department is negotiating with the Committee to arrange
such procedures.

It is not possible with the limited information
available to check with the Clerks of the House or Senate to
determine if this individual might be employed by some other
Committee in Congress.

RECOMMENDATION:
For information. d{#’ Eacf?
i Lahorstory e
. Ext. AlfairS.cc—— esu r~

APFRO\_/E'D. Fin, & PerSe.r— é Legs! oC .
Assce. Difee e inv -, N Plan. w b cosapas
Dep. AD AdM..— Ge:.." AL Res. WBMbeem

Den. AD 1NVeeee—- ‘d:'»;."m .__,. Spec. an._..—-——--.
Asst. Dir.: INiS ieeenmenn VL- Jraioin
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_____ Pagels) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[0 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

{0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you of the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[CJ Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
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_&_ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
Congressional document - outside the purview of the FOIA.

0 For your information:

XX  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
62- 117290- ::( ENCLDSURE PAGES 1,8

y

6.6.0.9.6.0006.60.600900¢ ¢
.  DELETED PAGE(®S) §
} NO DUPLICATION FEE

TXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE §

PO VI

F8i1/00J



R e

UNITED STATE{ SVERNMENT € N
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD lnv.
Memorandum
Ada, Sorv.
Ext. Affairs .
. . Fin. & Pers. -
" MR. DATE: 10/29/76  Genten.—
ent.
K nspaction e
. . . mell.
FROM 1 L. C. GROOVER A& ﬂ
ton. & Evel.
- Rec. Mgnt.
SUBJE"’[/ HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS - spe. .
raining
PURPOSE: To respond to lLegal ACounsel to the Associate ;:::;:t:

<

Director memorandum, 10/15/76, captioned as above.

DETAILS: The above-mentioned memorandum (copy attached) requests
the Special Investigative Division and Finance and Personnel
Division to furnish comments as to advisability of conducting back-

ground investigations on a non-reimbursable basis for captioned
Committee.

It bas been our practice not to charge Congressional
committees for the conduct of background investigations and it
is therefore recommended that we not bill the House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations for such investigations.

RECOMMENDATION: That this memorandum be forwarded to Legal

Counsel Division for consideration.

Enclosure
1l - Mr. Fehl )
et Flolel Et"
1l - Mr. Gallagher APFROVED: Ext. Alfsirs.. L. t::_'" C"!-y'!
1 - Mr. Leavitt Aesoz. Dife e SRRy Ay
1 - Mr. Mintz gamigf;‘ T e Nambe
- en. AD Inv. ¥ S —— o
1 Mr. Daly Asst. Dir.: Y PO — Spec. v L0
1 - Mr. Taylor Adm. Serv.—— Training,

w /W\ o “ o O £2 =7 Q‘QA/_’\E

/
BT Nov & 1975

o

‘L l-L..-

f(;f y ‘!7 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rbe Pay=!! Sgeimgr Plew wmemer



The Associate Director 10/15/16
Legal Counsel
[IOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

PURPOSE :

To advisa of a reguest for a reeting with the Director
by captioned Cormittee and of results of Departrental meeting with
that Comzzitteo. )

SYHOPSIS:

Chairman and Staff Director of captioned Corrittee
Cesire to meet with the Lirector in connection with their in-
quiry concerning tlie assassinations of Presicent John 7. Reanedy
and Dr. »artin Luther King. Departmeontal represzntatives et with
Chalrwan and Staff Pirector and discuszed giving thet Corrdttee
access to F2I matcerial in the Bzme fashion and under the sare .
circuwsstances es the Sonate Sclect Comittee on Intelliqgence
Activities (Church Cornittec) was gliven. '

RECOMMEHDATIONS :

(1) That the Director mect with Chairran Downing ant
staff Director Sprague.

(2) That the Special Investigative Divisicn arnd
Finarce ané Personnel Civision furnish corwents as to
advisability of conducting background $nvestications .on a
non-reirlursable basis for captioned Committec.

1

- My, Gallagher

- My, Leavitt e
* . - l,! ( p N
Ci:l Nr., Long . il g Se:d,xe

1 - lias levine ‘

1 - Telerhorne room ey
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Legal Ccunsol to The )sscciate Director
RE:; LOUSE BELECT COMMITTEL ON ASSASSIUATIONS

LETAILS:

Oon 10/7/7€, k. K. Hutton, Administrative Assistant
to Choirwan Thomas N. Downing of captioned Cormittee, advised
the Chaircan and his Staff Director, Richard Sprague, wished
to zect with the virector.

ke learned that sirilar requests had been
Attorney Ceneral and the 5

raca of the

COUNTLLTY -~ OVIR
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Logal Coursel to The hzsgociate Director
K¥: MHOUSE SELECT COHMITTER ON RSSASSINATIONS

28 to the azaignmant of FBI personnel salected by the
Conmittee, this apovaars to be hichly undesirable. Nr. Chlrmann
was, of course, advised by SA Paul V. Daly of this Division that
tra assicnant of personnel to Coenqressional Cemnittear had heen
recently done only with the Attorney fennral's approval and was
also adviser that it was not prorer for a femuittee of Congrass

dsmai

to select what FBI versonnel would be assicned to’ that Comzittee

-t

ghould the Attorney Geperal and the birector agree to farnish
persounal, : :
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Assec. Qir.

Memorandum T

';ammm:"(?‘(f o G &

TO . The Associate Director .11/4/76 b b Pog

Gon. lav. iy

tdent. \
?OM . Legal Couns%/ :..m..7_
. ‘ Llwoq__,_. ,
w, : / \ L...lc;ﬁu/

UBJECT: ~fouse SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS % >$ Rec. .'M

. Spec. tnv.

. ————— . e A F b W Ak e n s mm o Lo e mpe PR - Training
Telophene Rm. __

Directer Sec'y .

PURPOSE:

To advise of receipt of a letter addressed to the
Attorney General dated 11/2/76 (copy attached), from Chairman
of captioned Committee, for review of FBI files and Department
of Justice files concerning the assassinations of President
John F. Kennedy (JFK) and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).

DETAILS:

HSCA

As to their access to FBI files, it is believed they
should be granted access to the same extent that the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence Activities was granted. This

position is consistent with what we understand has been j > o
Departmental discussions with the Committee concerning ghis =
f

matter. Such access would include deletions or excisio
material which might disclose informants, sensitive sources or
methods and involve obtgxpigg thlrd-agency clearance. _ 6;

- [17
leve a 1s particular topilcC shou 1scussed with
representatives of the Committee so that aﬁ'ﬂﬂd§'§taﬁutﬁg as to
the needs of the Committee and the ability o%‘the Buseau to

comply can be met. 5 NCV 2¢

Enclosure ——— —— S

1l - Mr. Gallagher = Enc.

i Z il Mints  Enens ' RECOMMENDATIONS - OVER
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Mr. Daly - Enc. N \L
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Legal Counsel to the Associate Director .
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS :

(1) That the General Investigative Division in
coordination with the Intelligence Division furnish their
comments as to Committee access to FBI files.

(2) That the Office of Congressional Affairs in
coordination with the General Investigative and Intelligence
Divisions furnish a response to the Department concerning access
to the files requested including a recommendation for a meeting
with staff members to clear up questions they might have.

1 }i~en~o bs DLA ‘(l’bh-‘Duhlé)
[1-23-7¢

(3) That the Intelligence and General Investigative
Divisions designate a supervisor to be a contact point for
responses to Committee requests and advise Office of Congressional
Affairs, Legal Counsel Division.

;7
v iamg AL ey
’/ P
/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_1___ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

J Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

X Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) bEP AET n\ = /\)T Q"
TUSTICE . was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retumm of the material to the FBI.

——w— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

m The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

(129 0 -l ENCLOSILRE PRGE |

[ ]
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) g((
NO DUPLICATION FEE §
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_____ Pagels) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion. ’

O Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[0 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title oaly.

] Document(s) originating with the following government agencyf(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBIL.

__ 1 ___  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
Congressional document - outside the purview of the FOIA.

[0 For your information:

XX  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
62- 117290- , EpeLosURE PAGE &

DELETED PAGE(S) §
NO DUPLICATION FEE §
FOR THIS PAGE _ X

F81/000
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OFrNONAL FORM MO, 19 s
MAY 1943 EDMON o e
ot ek W41 CPR 101118 A
. UNITED STATES(_ <o ‘.RN MENT €‘-—j Assec. Dive
. Dep. AD Adm.
- Memorandum oo
Asst. Dir.:
Adm, Sorv.
ﬁ'. » Ext. Affeits _/.:;
. . n. & P
0 ‘Mr. GallagherQék pATE: 11/10/76 i
Went.
1l - Mr. Gallagher mepction
FROM :B. H. Cooke1§27' 1 - Mr. Ingram ' ::Lmn;;yﬂ
1 - MI. COOke " Lege! _J"J
Q 1 - Mr. Burton [, Plon. & ESal
SUBJECTTHOUSE. _SELECT COMMITTEE 1 - Mr. Mintz bs b P
ON ASSASSINATIONS - ——
e T Telaphone Rm. ___
Dicecter Sec’y

PURPOSE: To provide comments from the General Investigative
Division, Criminal Section, regarding access of the Select
Committee on Assassinations to FBI files. -

SYNOPSIS: HSCA

nvestigative Division recommends at material in the FBI files
be made available to the Committee under procedures adopted

for making materials available to the Senate Select Committee.
Two requests by Congressman Downing cannot be complied with

and a meeting with members of the Committee is recommended to
work out the necessary arrangement for compliance with these
requests and future requests.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. That the comments contained in this
memorandum be furnished to the Office of Congressional Affairs
for consideration in preparing a response to the Department
of Justice regarding the requested access to FBI files.

y
d

v X ‘V - , vz

2. That the Office of Congressional Affairs
recommend to the Department of Justice that a meeting of
staff members of the Committee and appropriate Department of

Justice and FBI personnel be s uled to clarl

; P REET™ 2T N B
J‘ - d NQ\'I f‘g cav...

Enclosure — —

LSB:dml® (5) CONTINUED - OVER

FBI/DOJ
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Memo, Cocke to Gallagher
Re: House Select Committee on Assassinations

additional requests in Congressman Downing's letter and to work
out guidelines to facilitate our responding to future requests. !EW

ﬂ APPROVED: Adm. Serv. Legat Coun.
[ Ext. AfaifS. .. PIP0. & 109D
ne A - Direatar . Fin. & Zers. REC, % heeeeccemaaman
v i) Rewre, Dire Gen, Inv, ?{___— S. 7T T S Ve,
Dﬂ'D**) 7S NS - CON—

lr.\ pm imtelle oo . TrAIRINE e

DETA

2.
R

Re Request Number 1

GID concurs with the opinion of Legal Counsel that
access to FBI files should be granted to the same extent as
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities was
~granted access with due regard for excision of material
which might disclose the identity of informants, sensitive sources
or methods or, in the case of third agency material,
clearance from the third agency before release.

Re Regquest Number 2

This request is not specific enough to allow
compliance. All information that has been disseminated from our
files is also still in the files and would be covered by Request
Number 1. If the Committee desires to know the dissemination
of the material requested under Request Number 1, it can be
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Memo, Cooke to Gallagher
Re: House Select Committee on Assassinations

provided. Do the agencies mentioned include only the Executive
Department agencies such as the CIA or Secret Service or does

it also include previous Congressional Committees, for instance? ..
Does the request regarding information furnished to individuals
include that made under the Freedom of Information Act?

Re Request Number 3

The FBI has not compiled a summary of the total
investigation of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
The FBI conducted approximately 25,000 interviews and reinterviews
in the initial investigation and submitted over 2,300 reports
totaling over 25,000 pages to the Warren Commission. Many of
these reports contained a synopsis which is a summary of the
investigation contained in that particular report.

The Warren Commission used the numerous FBI reports
as well as reports of investigations conducted by other agencies
and the testimony of witnesses called before the Commission
itself and arrived at its conclusion which is summarized in the
Report of the President's Commission on the Assassination of
President John F. Kennedy dated 9/24/64. This report would
constitute the best currently available summary of our
investigation.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memomna’um - ch

. Abfwirs
P Mr. Gallagherﬁﬂé/ DATE:ll/29/7& ?«Tl\@i

Assee. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. __
op. AD inv. ___

1l - Mr. Gallagher
‘J. l - Mr. Ingram
l - Mr. Peelman
l] - Mr. Lawn
* REQUEST TO MAINTAIN PERTINENT 1l - Mr. Decker
KENNEDY - KING FILES IN 1l - Mr. William L.
ROOM 4436, JEH Bailey
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
Q 2P~ !
PURPOSE: To request authority to maintain e 1les relating ¥
to the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and John F. 3 N

Kennedy tg)Room 4436, JEH, in order to respond to access requestgé
QO g

from the use Select Committee on Assassinations as approved S .
by the Office of Legislative Affairs, U. S. Department of idy
Justice. . <
RECOMMENDATION: That authority be granted to maintain pertirdent ~
Kennedy - K:Lng files as get, eut belowyins.Room. 4436 Coun.ncm y O
s Ext. Aifairs.. .. PN & ‘mp"":)/b“v . & \

,: Lot Director. Fin. & Per Rc\. Mgt )

Ve Assoc. Dir.... . Gen. k'v"bj[;\/. g o & by . Serv.....
, 7 Dep. AD Adm./ ident.._. v L8 """" — 1 st
{ s _8

DETAILS-f The Congressional Ingquiry Unit was formed to respond
the ant1c1pated requests from the House Select Committee on g
Assassinations. In order to respond expeditiously to these o
requests and to prepare excised material for access to this J
committee, it is necessary that files pertinent to the inquiries é
of the House Select Committee be maintained in Room 4436, JEH. S
These files are identified as follows:

0.%. ez 11739.— %
' N W am—
62-109060 "Assassihations of JFK" r E—

62-109090 "Liaison with Warren Commissiof®’ DEC 1 (e

105-82555 “Lee Harvey Oswald"” T

The retention of these files would be temporary until
such times as the requirements of the House Select Committee
are met, at which time the files would be returned to the
Records Management Division.

- /co

JCL:sas~ (11)  pre 1 1975 (SEE ADDENDUM PAGE 2)
1 - 0-5 7" 1 - 62-109090

1 - 62-109060 1 - 105-82555

Buy U.S. Savmg; Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savmg: Plan Foi/00)

»::""“Fl"" o "\._.. e e s




ADDENDUM RECORDS VMANAGEMENT DIVISION PFS:dw 11/30/76

The four files mentioned in this memorandum relating
to the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
John F. Kennedy consist of a total of 8 file cabinets (5 drawers)
and occupy 60 cubic feet. It has been determined that there
presently is adequate space in Room 4436 for temporary
maintenance of these files as requested.

I



Assec. Dir.
Dap. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv. __

Asst. Dira:

Adm., Sorv.
Ext. Affairs .
Fin. & Pors. .
Gon. Ve
ent.
nspaction
Invell.
Laberetery
Logal Coun.
Plen. & Evel..
Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. tnv.
Training

Tolophone Rem.

Dleocter Soc’y .

570:3 5 1976

R e e TR 1

TELETYPE
ROUTINE '
-pcw’
CLEAR 11/2}/76
1 - Mr. Held
1l - Mr. Adams
FM DIRECTOR, FBI 1 - Mr. McDhermott
1 - Mr. Gallagher
TO ALL SACS AND LEGATS (ROUTINE) 1 - Mr. Ingram
1 - Mr. Peelman
BT 1 - Mr. Aldhizer
1 - Each Assistant
CLEAR Director

QOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS, AT THE CLOSE OF THE 94TH

CONGRESS, THE BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CREATED A SKLECT

COMMI‘I"I‘EE ON ASSASSINATICNS TO INVESTIGATE THE DBATHS 0!' JOHN

"KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THIS COMM.ITTEE AND THE

OFPICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSE‘ICE, HAVE

—

REACH.::.D AN AGREEMENT STIPULATING THAT ALL COHMITTEE REQUESTS 0’

FOR ACCESS TO ZBI FILES AND PERSONNEL WILL BE MADE IN WRITING ‘

fent }
—

o

TO THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS.

IT IS NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT BOME MEMBERS otm COMMITTEE

SWF gVE ﬁOUGHT ON THEIR OWN TO IHTERVIEW DEPARTMENTAL

H&LDYKBS mOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING THE K!NNED! AED KING INVESTI-

3{@1 S, smm EFFORTS MAY BE Dxnzcrm?. TQWARD FBI FIELD OFFICES
r?"':"'ouﬁc‘? Vecdue - :
ﬁgfsaﬂ -—j ‘ ;.‘{’: -
FSARSLS P4 IS B,
T ©- = Mm “W:IRGBAQU 0F WVESTIGHTION >
" SECII%E NOTE PAGE 4-
..~ NOV 261576 y
{1/
‘ 2= 117 .290
4 DEC 1
{« —
MAIL ROOM[]  TELETYPE UNIT

: 1978 O - 307526
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an. 'Am:s_nx' 'rm: COMMITTEE gg‘,qamm mqm:i-iqrg'ri;cha

- - e Sl .'"IL-.; “i.'.":' SO 2
)
B R .
PAGE TWO ALL SACS AND LEGATS CLEAR e -

AND HEADQUARTERS PERSONNEL. IF SUCH CONTACTS R, Yo ARE
INSTRUCTED TO REFER THE CONTACTING HOUSE COMMITTEE pFFICIAL TO
THE OFFICE QF x.zczsmrm muxs ar m'ﬂﬁbimiér on\

SELECT CO!H(I'.I.'IEB SHOULD BE PURNISHED PROMPTLY 0 PBIHQ, ATTENTION

I'OR !OUR TUR‘I'HBR INFORHATION N

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRI UNIT, GENERAL I'NVESTIGATIVB DIVISION.

!'HE!VEHTPERSONNKL

ARE CONTALTBD POR PURPOSE @ INTERVIEW OR TESTIMONY REPER T0

aY m, nmmxx 1-7,5, DA!'ED m 2.1

! .

1’75, CAPTIONED monmuu

. %0 ALI. EMPLO!EES; RE: INTERV]:BWS OF FBY MLOYEES. THIS
MEMORANDUM Dm.II.s EMPLO!EE RESPONSIBII.IT! REGARDING DISCLOSURE

AUTHORITY BEFORE !URNISHING INFORMATION ‘ TESTIHON! OR RECORD
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CLEAR

PAGE THREE ALL SACS AND LEGATS

POSSESSING EVIDENTIARY, INTELLIGENCE OR HISTORICAL VALUE, SUCH

KING ISSASSINATION INVESTIGATIONS ARE

.-_fw—g.l- --...4‘, ',-- . g.-- 'l vr o .."--'.%‘.‘. o

_AS THE KENNEDY AND

-

EXCLUDED FROM TEE !IL! DESTRDCTION PROGRAH AND CAHNOT BE -
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PAGE FOUR ALL SACS AND LEGATS C L E AR

NOTE: Since a number of officials in the Department of Justice
have been contacted by House Select Committee Staff, it is
very likely FBI personnel throughout the field may also be

well as to remind field of instructions in effect. regardlng T
interview of Bureau employees and that files such as the t;h'
-Kennedy and Klng hssa551natlon<1nves€igdtloné should not be
destroe D _(f" o = I M-.,- N D
¥ d _.*. i'.,'. N :*-:«-4\’ A .z.t.t-é. _;’" ‘.-;."n; '. *
The Memorandum to All Employees, mentioned above,
restates the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 186. 22
which precludes an employee or former employee of the '« f"
Department disclosing Department information without prlor
approval of the appropriate Department official or the
Attorney General. The FBI employment agreement requires
employees and former employees to await authorlzatlon before
furnlshlng 1nformatlon. _ o 5

PR - e ’-‘.~ T P n I a .
;ﬂ 4‘4 - -7 -~ - v T RN --) —~ e
N - ’ ks “ .‘ <N o \r e ‘-.v f -

- Teletype is directed to all Legats because prevxous
investigation was conducted in a number of Legats offlees~- )
and several have retalned assassination files. . ~ - ,';"

- This matter~has been coordinated with Legal‘Counsel
and Records Management Division.

e - - - P e i A T T T

APPROVED: W Mm SerVimmen. Legal Coun

R TN = EXt Ao, Plan. & Insp
T .. ... Director - Fin. & Pers, mma@*‘p
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< - - - Dep. AD Admﬂ.___ ident. - Spec. Inv.______ :
Dep. AD inv..! inteil. Training._ T
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FROM

: The Associate Director

: Legal Couns%y»/
O

SUBJECT: HO\USE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

OFNOsAL POM MO. 10 re
mAY 1942 FOMON ST
GSa PPt (41 CHY 101104 SR

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

.
LIPS

Assec. Dir.
Dep. AD Ada. __

———

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of a T
meeting on 11/23/76 between Richard A. Sprague, Acting Counsel
and Director of the House Select Committee on Assassinations, and
Bureau personnel regarding the investigations to be conducted by
this Committee. ‘

DETAILS:

On 11/23/176, a meeting was held with Richard A, Sprague,
Acting Counsel and Director of the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations,and his agsistant Richard Feeney. Representing the Bureau were
Assistant to the Director, James B. Adams, Assistant Director, General
Investigative Division Richard J. Gallagher, Section Chief James S. Peelman,
Supervisor John C, Lawn of the General Investigative Division and Super-
visor Danny O. Coulson of the Legal Counsel Division,

Mr, Adams advised Mr. Sprague of the Bureau's willingness
to fully cooperate with his Committee into their inquiries into the assassi-
nations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Mr. Adams explained that material in the possession of the FBI would be
made available to Committee staff personnel within the limitations agreed
to by the Department of Justice and the Chairman of the Committee. /
1 - Mr. Gallagher

1 - Mr. Mintz

1 - Mr. Peelman . ‘Sr/
2 Mr, Daly - By \\, |

1 - Mr. Adams

1 - Mr. Coulson

'DOC:jsr -KEC-JJ é; ’//7-2 7 — 1 (O
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Legal Counsel to the Associate Director A
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Mr. Sprague advised that he did not desire delivery of large numbers of
Bureau documents to the Committee, He felt that the Committee's needs
could best be served by having access to Bureau documents at FBI
Headquarters. He further commented that there may be the necessity
for the delivery of selected documents to the Committee on occasion.

Mr. Sprague advised that he was interested in receiving

FBI assistance in setting up his security procedures for this Committee
and would welcome the Bureau’s assistance in this matter.

Mr. Sprague advised that he was desirous of obtaining
clearances for his staff personnel so that review of the FBI documents
could be undertaken. Mr, Adams advised Mr. Sprague that a great
portion of the material on these two assassinations was not classified
and that the Bureau would proceed with the background investigations
as soon as the agreement for these investigations is signed by the
Attorney General and the Chairman of the Committee. Mr. Sprague was

also advised that his background investigation would be handled in an
expeditious manner,

(&/RE COMMENDATION:

For information. 9;;

ArrrUvED: Admi. SATVeaeee L-._;“ : CT.,
Ext. AffairS.ceeeamnenn Fian, & 1ngfenneaee..
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: The Associate Dire ' pate: 10/21/76
8¥ ’nj:"’
FROM Legal Counss]t ‘
Q Plen. & Evel.
suejecT: “HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS :: . —
T:::: Rm.
The purpose of this memorandum is cor¥ the Dueerer Sac'y —

T

receipt of a request from captioned Select Committee.
DETAILS:

Late on the afternoon of Wednesday, October 20, 1976,
Kenneth Brooten, Counsel, House Select Committee on Assassinations,
contacted SA Dennis Miller of the Office of Congressional Affairs.

Brooten requested the FBI provide the Select Committee J
t-"' hYdyss

Miller tactfully advised Brooten that all requests for
information and documents should be transmitted by letter from the oY,
Chairman of the Select Committee to the Attorney General. Brooten L7
advised he would endeavor to have such a letter sent as soon as possible.

RECOMMENDATION: . i
w105  BEC2 . o 9550710
Upon receipt of a letter from the Chairman, the General
Investigative Division in coordination with the Office of Congressional
Affairs, Legal Counsel Division, will prepare an appropriate responsg, .. s

2 - Mr. Gallagher k%/-
(1 - Mr., gOOke) APPROVE Ext. Affairs. Laboratory
(l - Mr., eega-n) Assoc. Dir.. Fin. & Pers. Legal Cound? 2. 7/
1 - Mr. Leavitt gep. Ag Adm._ Gen Inv. Plan. & Ins- e
3 . A A
1- Mr. Mintz post Oire Igent e —
2 - Mr. Daly AdM. SeMVuwree I\ 7 7 o z R
1 - Mr. Miller
JDM:mcz N
(8) M 4 !

e AaNECAQWQTR . . . _ . _ 'g . ‘
= ARV R T Canliy P Trcidwicy on isw Pavmll Savinos Plan . esyoos



1 - Mr. Adams - Enc:.

1 - Mr. Gallagher - Enc.
1 - Mr. Leavitt =-Eac.
The Attorney General N ber 26, 1976

Mr. “Steinbeck - Enc.
Mr. Lawn - Enc.
Mr. Mintz - Enc.

Mr. Daly - Enc.

Director, PBI

O

BOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSIMIONS

s ) : &

This is to advise you that John A. 3ntz and Paul V.
Daly of this Bureau and Mr. Maurice Rosenberd of your office
met with Chairman Thomas Downing and Ranking Minority Member
Samuel Devine of captioned Committee. In Accordance with
Mr. Rosenberg's letter of November 18, 1976, to the Chairman,
they were shown Xerox copies of the letter addressed to
Honorable J. lee Rankin of the Warren Commission dated June 17,
1964, from former Director J. Edgar Hoover.

They both appreciaééﬁ the sensitivity of the informa-
tion contained in the letter”and indicated an appreciation for
the need for special handling of ihformation of this nature.

During the course bt the-ieeting with Chairman Downing
and Congressman Devine, Chaifman Downing asked whether we had
received a subpoena from his Committee as yet, and we indicated
we had not and did not know thereSwas such a subpoena in existence.
It was explained to Chairman: bowning the concerne the Departrment )
of Justice and the FBI would have if such a subpoena was issued
and that it was the intention of the Department of Justice and
the FBI to cooperate fully with this Committee. Chairman Downing
and Congressman Devine indicated a desire to avoid proceeding in
this inquiry by way of a subpoena. Subsequently, Congressman
Devine advised SA Paul V. Daly of the FBI that he had discussed
;»thejisauance of a subpoena with Staff Director Richard Sprague .
= and advised him of the FEI's concern. Devine said Sprague agreed
C/ "ot to proceed

T with a mbp&Eaal &2 //727/_//

df,' 11 < The Deputy Atto rney General 7 DEC 7 W76

NOTE: Attached is a copy of the letter from Mr
Acssc.ow.____Chairman Downing dated November 18, 1976. The meetlng with Downing
ber. a0 ade._and Devine was arranged by the Attorney General's office, and

Des- 4D b~ — Bureau personnel accompanied Rosenberg at his request.
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. Ext. Affairs
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idene,

/ 1l - Mr. Gallagher *";:15;
FROM : J. 6. Pelman 1l - Mr. Ingram —
e . l - Mr. Peelman Legs! Coun.
O - - 1l - Mr. Helterhoflfy / Fflenstwe._
SUBJECT: HOUSE_S 1 - Mr. Cooke o
ON ASSASSINATIONS l - Mr. Burton Treining
1l - Mr.

v

Peesen ol Ly

7
G}, PURPOSE :
[
8,

Yy

SYNOPSIS: House Select Committee on Assassinations has i
requested access to FBI files and Department of &K}

Justice files concerning the assassinationk of President

John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (copy of b‘

Committee letter attached). Legal Counsél Division has

—
requested comments from GID re Committee access. (Co Yy
Legal Counsel memoran

Enclosures (3) [ k!/
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE -SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(1)
(2)

What authori the Committee has to request access;

(3) What effect Committee access would
ave on privacy of those individuals who furnished information
in a criminal case; (4) If Department grants access, it should
oppose disclosing identity of informants or persons who
furnished information on a confidential basis and (5) What
action it intends to take to obtain thlrd-agency clearance
including foreign Governments: (6 to furnishp
remains

RECOMMENDATION: That these comments of the Civil Rights
Section be furnished to the Criminal Section of

the GID (attention Mr. Len S. Burton), which section is

coordinating the overall GID response to this matter.

hﬁ APPROVED: Adm. Serv._ Legal Coun._______
0: / Ext. Affairs______  Plan. & lnsp._______
(] Director.___ e Fin. & Pers... ... Rec. Mgt.

‘Q )‘7 Assoc. Dirmm.. Gen. lnv. . .S .. S &T.Serv..____.
*L Dep. AD Adm.______ Hdent. Y o Spec.lwe

Dep. AD Inv intell, W Training.

DETAILS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations has
requested access to FBI files and Department of

Justice files concerning the assassinations of President John F.

Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Committee letter

attached). The Legal Counsel Division has requested

comments of the GID as to the Committee's access to these

al C sel memorandum attached).
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

The Department should also be advised that in

1)

(3) The Department should determine what effect
any such access would have on the privacy of those individuals
who furnished information to the FBI in a criminal case the
FBI was investigating (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241);

(4) If the Department grants access to the Committee,
it should oppose disclosing the identity of any informants
or persons who furnished information on an expressed confidential
basis;




Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(5) If the Department grants Committee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends to take
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority
from those forei i i jpvestigative

110 e province of the Department.
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' J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memo
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

ADDENDUM: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION  PVD:mcz  11/12/76

. . As to the questions raised by the General Investigative
Division in this memorandum, Legal Counsel Division makes the
following observations:

The authority of a committee of Congress to make a
request for information is derived from the authority to seek
information to fulfill a legislative function, and in this
instance this particular committee is acting pursuant to a
resolution of the House of Representatives. The more critical
question rather than the authority for the request is the kind
of information the committee will receive, and it is for this
reason that the standards set forth in the agreement between
the Attorney General and the Chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, Frank Church, are being used to
~govern this question. '

The possibility, of course, could be raised that
the Select Committee on Assassinations is not a properly
constituted Committee in that it haéf%éen created to serve
a legislative function, but it is not believed advisable nor
desirable to raise this particular issue since there would
appear to be little hope of obtaining support in the Department
or elsewhere in such a challenge.

Concerning the invasion of privacy "of those indivi-
duals who furnished information in a criminal case."” It should
be noted the Privacy Act does not preclude or prohibit respond-
ing to a legitimate request of a committee of Congress. The
question of protecting identity of informants, persons who
furnished information on a confidential basis, raised in this
memorandum is addressed in the aforementioned agreement between
Senator Church and the Attorney General which is governing the
furnishing of information to this committee and provides for
the protection of the identities of such people. The third
agency rule providing for clearance prior to the furnishing
of information to the Committee will also be followed.

CONTINUED - OVER




