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TO : Mo BolnontMM | paTe: March 24, 1964 o
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T

FROM : A, Bog.n’/
F ' “

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

JOHN F, y 11/22/63;

[ ] - s B . ‘._._h
DALLAS. TEXAS Ty
——— 4-’. a -

Referenced memorandum dated 3/20/64 from Jevons to
Conrad set forth information concerning testimony relating to
firearms evidence and the fact that firearms evidence was to be
made available to the President's Commission on March 21, 1964,
in order that an independent examination could be made of the
firearms evidence. |

™ }
1
This matter was discussed with J. lé'fﬁ;kiﬁ, General/ ‘ | i

: N - ' 1 SR T P . . .
et H‘““ 'l b . Il — . - ‘.ll ||||.| ‘Imﬁ E b [+ N - :!ﬂl na, ﬂ.l.l Fpa— :- . - — et - e taerh - _

Counsel, President's Commission, in the early evening of

. March 23, 1964, Mr, Rankin was advised that in view of thd9)

“action taken by the Commission concerning the firearms evi e, - ‘

4t was obvious the Commission does not have confidence in the FpI™ .

Laboratory, and that in view of the independent examinations being

requested, it would appear ‘desirablp for the Commission to have °
whatever examination they desire.from independent experts made RN
snd-for the Bureau to step out of the picture from the Standpoipt .

-~ B1 o27Laboratory examinationg. -It was pointed out to Mr. Rankin

e e T i

~—— " that our Laboratory was greatly burdened with a large volume ota
work and that if the examinations that we made were not going
to be accepted, it would appear that there would be no reason
Dr our Laboratory experts fo be tied up on these examinations
in utilizing the time it requires to furnish testimony conc:erni

matters where independent oxfm%nl are being made.
. l. Ve ‘:

¢ )
o

&

8

: P "f'";’."-‘_ y (’*l?li"-‘ .y ','

~ Mr. Rankin immediately replied that he certainly “desired
to correct any impression that the Bureau may have received tha
anyone connected with the President's Commission had a lack
of confidence in the examinations made by the Bureau Laboratory
He stated that there had been a tremendous amount of pressure
from various sources on the Commission for accepting the work
being performed by the Bureau and not subjecting it to any
independent examination, He also commented that the DBureau
had performed a tremendous amount of investigative activity at
the Commission's request and that there was likewise:considerable L
pressure opn the Commission to have independent examinations made -

concerning' the 2indings made availgble by the FBI, n
. d \‘r e . | s, | .
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOUN F., KENNEDY; 11/22/63;
DALLAS, TEXAS

b
-
| ‘

independent investigation by any outside investigators and -
that he had taken a strong stand that any investigation conducted

advised he had personally been completely opposed to any

should be handled by Government agencies unless it was found that
the Commission could not obtain the results they desired, He
stated thus far there had been no difficulties encountered with
the FBI or any other Government agency relative to investigations
and he did not anticipate there would be any. He stated he

sincerely hoped he would be able to keep the members of the Commission

agreeable to Government agencies handling investigative matters
without any investigations on the part of outside investigators,
Mr. Rankin was advised that his comments concerning investigative
matters were appreciated but this did not change the picture
relative to what appeared to be a lack of confidence in the
Laboratory examinations, Mr, Rankin again stated that there was no
lack of confidence and that the Commission relied completely on

the thoroughness of the FBI Laboratory examiners, which he considered
to be the best in the country. He stated because 0f the pressure
that had been brought, the members of the Commission had made the
decision to have the independent examinations, He stated
emphatically that the Commission would insist that the Bureau
Laboratory men be available to furnish testimony concerning matters

examined by the Laboratory.

- During the discussion, it was ascertained from Mr, Rankin
that the Commission members had indicated they will probably desire
independent examination concerning handwriting and fingerprinot
examinations, He gave no indication what items he was referring to
or when such a request would be made. T i

Throughout the discussion Mr., Rankin seemed toO bJ'a little
disturbed over the Bureau pointing out to him that the Commission '~

obviously lacked copfidence inm our Laboratory apd he-repeatedly
commented that thefifidependent examinations qgﬁgffhencevere being
nade at the instructions of the seven members of the Commission.
He gave no indication, however, whether this was the desire of
certain members of the Commission and others were going along, oOr
whether the Commission was in full agreement concerning this matter,
' o by oy i
itted for information.

The foregoing is
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- Memorandum

TO : Mr, Conrad W

FROM : R B, Jevons ﬁ

Croresn B

f S ——
”3 ,
f
SURJECT: ~ASSASSINATION OF.._. - ) ;b
PRESIDENT JOHN P, KENNEDY, * | ﬁ%}/ Yyl
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DATE: 3/27/64 0 " 7{-/’%.____
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11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS

- In accordance with the verbal e quest of Mr, Melvin Eisenberg

- of The President's Commission and with prior approval, SAs Henry B, Helberger

. and John P, Gallagher wmet with Mr, Eisenberg on 3/26/64, to discuss spectro='
graphic examinations conducted on materials relating to the assassination of !
President Kennedy, . _ U

s
SA Beiberger discussed the spectrographic comparison examinatione '~
- which he conducted in the Laboratory., 8A Helberger advised that the lead \

- alloy of the bullet recovered from the attempted shooting of General lalkr X
wvas different from the lead alloy of a large bullet fragment recovered fraom °
V -

N N\

the car in which President Kennedy was shot., SA Gallagher advised

Mr, Eisenberg the spectrographic examinations of the bullet fragwments

- recovered from the wound in President Kennedy's head and from the vehicle .
~ in which President Kennedy was riding at the time of his assassination were !
. composed 0f the same chemical elements, ( f

| As reported in my memorandum of March 17, 1864 (Jevons to Conrad,
~ LER HARVEY OSWALD, IS =« R), 8A Gallagher discussed with Mr, Eisenberg the
" neutron activation analyses of the paraffin casts from Oswald, This
technique you will recall revealed deposits on the casts characteristic |
of powder residues, However, it was pot possible to distinguish the powder.
residues of the rifle cartridges from the powder residues of the revolver ‘..
cartridges. It was in connection with this examination that Mr, Eisenberg : : )
then discussed with SA Gallagher a letter of Dr, Paul C. Aebersold, Directory .
Division of Isotopes Development, Atomic Energy Commission, to ¢
Assistant Attorney General Herbert J. Miller, which was dated December 11, |
1963, and subsequently forwarded to The Commission, He read fron this

letter the following:

- e .
.

1l » Mr, Belmont
1 «» Mr, ROSeD
1 » Mr, Bullivan

 62-109060
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Mewmorandum to Mr, Conrad

Re: ASSASSINATION OF l
PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY, - .
11/22/63, DALIAS, TEXAS '
63-109060

"We would hope soon to have more details
on whether the method (meutron activation
analyses) will give useful information to
distinguish between smoke deposits from
revolvers and those from rifles--by meas
of their distribution on the body of the
person firing them and by the levels of
antimony and barium (and perhaps other
elements) deposited.'

Mr. Eisenberg then asked if more detailed background
was available at this date. It was pointed out by SA Gallagher
that Dr. Aebersold's letter was written prior to the actual
activation analyses examinations of Oswald's casts. No elements
were found during these tests to distinguish between rifle and
revolver deposits, Mr, Gallagher further pointed out that the
data in the present instance were further complicated by Oswald's
firing of the revolver subsequent to the firing of the rifle and
by the fact that the casts have been chemically treated and washed
prior to receipt for neutron activation analyses, Nothing has
come to our attention and to our knowledge nothing has been done
subsequent to these examinations which would assist further in the
interpretation of the data obtained from the activation analyses

of the paraffin casts from Oswald,

ACTION: None, for information,
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Memorandum

0 : Mr. Co

-"“;='R.HO Jevon _
' /Z

susjecT: “ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F,
KENNEDY; 11/22/83; DALLAS, TEXAS )

On 4/3/64, SA Paul M. Stombaugh, Hairs and Fibers Unit, FBI
Laboratory, testified before the President's Commission on the assassination
of President Kennedy, beginning at 9:05a.m. and ending at 12:20 p. m. Chief |
Justice Earl Warren was present from 9:05 a. m., until 10:00 a. m. at which ’
time he left for duties at the Supreme Court. At 10:00 a,m., Mr., Allen Dulles
replaced Mr. Warren and remained until the completion of SA Stombaugh's
testimony. Mr, Melvin Eisenberg was also present and elicited the testimony.

The testimony concerned the receipt in the Laboratory of the blanket .
from Mrs. Paine's garage, the assassination rifle, homemade paper bag found
near the rifle and the shirt Oswald was wearing at the time of the apprehension
and subsequent examinations for hairs and fibers, A

With regard to the blanket (in which the assassination rifle may have 3
been wrapped) the Commission was interested in knowing how the blanket was )
folded when received. This was demonstrated through the use of a small piece .,

4
“of paper taken to the hearing and folded in a similar manner to that which the -~ [
blanket had been folded. At the time of the examination of the blanket in the f-e:
‘Laboratory, a small "hump' approximately 10" in length was observed and noted.

Inasmuch as the length of this "hump' approximated the length and size of the -
telescopic sight of the rifle, the approximate location of this hump was noted on 5 ,
X

L

the paper used in the demonstration, although the "hump'* could not definitely be
attributed to the sight or to any other part of the gun. The blanket also had a
metal safety pin attached to one end and a short length of twine had been tied to /4

this end. A small safety pin was inserted into the paper at the approximate -
location of the larger pin as it had appeared in the blanket. The Commaission -
was also interested in the type of knots used in tying the twine around the blanket ’
and this was demonstrated with a separate piece of twine. The knots actually used °

on the blanket were a granny knot (very common) and a double bowknot (the type
used in tying shoe laces). The paper, safety pin and twine were then entered into

[
»

A

evidence. A folded paper similar to that introduced jnto evidence during the
teﬂumony-_iﬂ attaghet\l to y{g(:O,l:&Jf w% “6
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad

Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F.

KENNEDY; 11/22/63; DALLAS, TEXAS

63-109060 '
: :

; The Commission was then interested in the various hairs fo}\\d adhering
to the blanket, Testimony was given regarding the fact that limb hairg and pubic

hairs found on the blanket matched those of Oswald in all observable microscopic
characteristics. The Commission was shown, through the use of previously
prepared charts, how the Laboratory determined the origin of hairs as to race,
and the microscopic characteristics present in the hairs removed from the blanket
Photomicrographs were then shown of these hairs as compared with known hairs
from Oswald, It was pointed out to the Commission that the Laboratory could not
state definitely that the hairs originated from Oswald to the exclusion of all other
Caucasian persons inasmuch as hairs do not exhibit enough individual microscopic
characteristics to permit this to be done. -

The homemade bag (paper bag) was introduced and testimony given
regarding how a single brown viscose fiber and several light green fibers matched
similar fibers found in he composition of the blanket and the conclusion that these
fibers could have originated from this blanket. A previously prepared chart was
used to demonstrate the differences that exist among woolen, cotton and viscose
fibers of which the blanket was composed. With regard to the remaining contents "
of the debris removed from this bag, which consisted of a small particle of wax
and a minute fragment of woody material, it was pointed out that the wax was
examined and compared spectrographically with a large quantity of wax found
adhering to the front of Oswald's shirt and found to be dissimilar, The woody
material was too limited in size for identification purposes.

Testimony was then brought out regarding the small tuft of cotton fibers
found adhering to a jagged edge on the butt plate of the rifle. A description of thes:
fibers was given regarding their type and colors and the fact that they were
compared with the cotton fibers composing Oswald's shirt and found to match
microscopically, Color photomicrographs were used to show these comparisons
wherein the conclusion was reached that these fibers could have originated from
Oswald's shirt. Mr. Eisenberg attempted to obtain mathematical probabilities
from SA Stombaugh as to two persons having identical hair or of fibers originating
from a particular shirt to the exclusion of all other shirts. SA Stombaigh stated
that such probabilities could not be determined in view of the numerous unknown

factors which exist in such cases.

The charts prepared by SA Stombaugh, photographs of which were

 attached to my memorandum of 4/2/64, were all entered into evidenc¢. Upon

completion of his testimony, SA Stombaugh was complimented upon
by Mr, Dulles and thanked for his appearance

testimony (
Al

be the Commissi
. W _,4
: . P1
. ‘\' \

l'-‘..i'
- » t.’-.__.

ACTION: For information, V
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_ Prasioswr’'s Commission

Department of Justice

I Ll YA

-—Q..'

ON THE
ASSASSINATION OF P_uunznt Ksxnepy

300 Maryland Ave. NL
Washington, D.C. 20002
Telephone 34)-1400

[ . . - L] -
. - AL ammm rcamea - - =

- PESSE g

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau
of Investigation

M:ss llalma;' R

Washington, D. C. . Miss Gendy .
M
Dear Mr. Hoover: S AT PPy I
Pl _ N
I am re ing herewith the two photographs taken by O

Mrs. Mary Lbomn of the Presidential motorcade on
November 22, 1963, which you forwarded to the Commission
vith a covering letter dated March 27, 1964.

You may return these photographs to Mrs. Moorman
since the Commission has no further use for them at this
tine.

Sincerely,

J. Iee Rankin
General Counsel

BAS wal ey L SR
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the two photographs furoished by Mrs. Mary Ann Moorman, which

SAC, Dallas (89-43)
_:_ mreotor. ¥BI (ez-xososoy-—".,, f 7 /

ql

'ro:

wsxmxox_ar_pmmm :oan_ummu.n mmm -
11-22-63

DALLAS, TEXAS

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reurairtel 3-24-84
By letter dated Lpril 3, 1664, the Couumission roturneﬂ

are enclosed.

The Commisasion advised they have no further use for
these photographs at this tiwme and that they wmay now be
rotumd to Mrs. ¥oorsan.

Dallas is instructed to 1immediately return the two

enclosed photographs to Mrs. Moorman.

tnclomru )

NOTE: By letter dated 3-18-64 the President's Commission decided
to review one additional photograph taken by Mary Ann Moorman

of the Presidential motorcade on 11-22-63. Mrs. Moorman furnished
both photographs she had taken and requested they be returned as
gsoon as the President's Coumission had finished with them. TUpon
return of these photographs'thil-nptter-'111 be completed.




FBI

Date: 3 /23/64

Transmit the following ia

, . {Type in plain text or cods)
AIRTEL AIR MAIL, REGISTERED "’
’ (Priorisy or Method of Mailing}

DIRECTOR, PBI (105-82555)

FROM: SAC, DALLAS (100-10461) (P)

N

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, aka.
IS - R - CUBA

- Enclosed herewith are ten copies each of two
letterhead memoranda, together with three copies each of

two exhibits, being furnished in accordanc’ with Bureau
:I.nstruct:l.ons. (020 riec e ,,,, 2o, . / Y T

‘ W o /l /
These letterl'fead memorén a concern Em1b1ts’l;:}.02._

and D-103. _
—

. It is pointed out that in connection with Exhibit
D-103 investigation is currently being conducted in an
effort to establish if the weapon bearing serial number
"2766" is identical to the assassination weapon which bore

¢
\
<]
serial number "C2766". It appears highly unlikely that e
the two serial numbers refer to the same weapon, but every §
A
g
S

Enc. (26)
AIR MAIL, nzcxs'rmn [
RPG/ds |

it S -

effort is being made to completely resolve.
3 4

%
,.-o

18 MAR 26 1964
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Bureau Copy
Exhibit D-102

Attachment to FBI, Dallas,

letterhead memorandum dated
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UNIT “)STATES DEPARTMENT OF - TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

: Dallas, Texas
’ * March 23, 1964

EE HAR OSWALD

o

™™
Exhibit D~102 is Century Arms, Inc., 8t. Aldbans,

Vermont, order number 8934 dated June 29, 1962, reflecting
sale of 700 6.5 caliber Italian Carbines to“Aldens, 5000
West Roogggo_lt Road, Chicago, Illinois.

This exhibit was obtained from JAMES L%UIJET.

owner, Century Arms, Inc., 8t. Albans, Vermont, on Hovember 23,
1963. .

Tho results of the investigation concerning this
exhibit are reflected on page 206 of the report of Special

Agent ROBERT P. GEMBERLING dated December 10, 1963, at Dallas,
Texas.
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Bureau Copy

Exhibit D-103

Attachment to FBI, Dallas,

letterhead memorandum da
ted
. March 23, 1964
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UNl'l JSTATES DEPARTMENT OF , OTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

)
S N— Y PO - P

Dallas, Texas

LEE HARVEY osmm
Bxhibit D-103 is an original list of serial numbers

0f 700 Carcano Italian Carbines received by Century Arms, IncC., |
8t. Albans, Vermont, from—Empire Sporting Goods, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, on vhich 1list there appears the serial number

©2766" on the last page.

- - This exhibit was obtained from Mr. JAMES L. OUIMET,
owner, c.ntu:y Arms, Inc., 8t. Albans, Vermont, on November 23.
1963..

= ¥ - .Fi

The results of the investigation concerning this
exhibit are reflected on page 206 of the report of Special Agent
ROBERT P. GEMBERLING dated December 10, 1963, at Dallas, Texas.

|
!
;
¢
|
i

[
- L o

COPIES NTUILJOYED

4 4 1aM24°C73

Ve -t
W= Suah o> =

W ,P
Yoo - ...‘:\..:.‘w:




-
"R
u

i ﬁmm - Bl e e e o mge

T~ AT L
TR EETgay

e namarr - m“'{ ".. B e

-n-dl-h.'-*n.h-_.“ _ :

I- . ., : . , & ; '.

.—---—-‘----m P mmbgywes + § L -&‘ . o

| M PRONE: Li. 68706

A

CENTURY ARMS INC. .. ciax arnass

8T7. ALBANGS, VERMONY

SHIPPED T

$000 W, Roesevelt Rd., 5000 W. Rossevelt R4., YouR orogn no. 82803
Chwuo. Il Dept. G393 -
A nL TERMS: NET CADM - '

e mm Mﬂ.u:‘m PREPAIS n ‘ K
l’nl.ht | .

PO BESCRIPTION m““ Yoras )
. "4

700 6.3 eal. Italian Casdlnes

$6.00 [84,200.04 $4¢,200.00 }

- CATALOGUE NO, 33-3841M
N : ';;.

' S
L
. _ ;
. + %

'
. 3 A:

{

B -~ BACE ORDER MERCHANSISE Witl. BE ONIFPES SHORYLY.
BAPORTANY: & YOU WRITE US REBARDING YOUR ORDER KIMOLY C.0.D. ’
8934 MENTION THIS INVOICE BUNMBER N YOUR LETTER.
IN CASE OF DAMAGED GOODS NOTIFY CARRIER IMMEDIATELY.,
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