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. ([’ .
- SUBJECT: . PRESII)ENT'S COMISSION
: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY
! Vigual, AIDS G
By letter dated March 18, 1964, thePresident's Commission
; \¢efuested that the Bureau provide a verbak description of the A
. ssassination site in Dallas. _ The attache exhibits provide & verbal
nd picterial description of ealey Flaza, Dalles, Texas, which was
the scene of the nesassination of President Kennedy on 11-22-63. .
. Infornntion cories attached for your use. '
: RECOMMENDATIOR ;
Thot the attached letter apd exhibits be approved and

C A forwarded to the Fresident's Commission,

LR VL D

, (6) . ,
¥ 1 - Mr. Belmont (Lnclosure) SWDJ
1 1 - Mr. Rosci (Nr. Malley) (Enclosure) Y
! 1 - Mr. Conrad (Fuclosure) ‘ )i 4!
1 - Mr. Sullivan (lnclosure) fhe %
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~“PLACE: Dealey Plaza
Dallas, Texas

OWNERSHIP: City of Dallas, Texas

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: This area (3.07 acres), called ‘“The Front
Door of Dallas,” was acquired by the City of Dallas for the construction
of the Triple Underpass at Commerce, Main and Elm Streets. The property
_was transferred to the Park Board for maintenance purposes'in 1036.
Named Dealey Plaza, September 19, 1935 (city minutes, City of Dallas,
Dallas, Texas, Volume 8, page 457), in honor of George B. Dealey, Pub-
lisher of the Dallas News and long outstanding in Dallas civic affairs,
the Triple Underpass was officially opened on Friday aftemoon, May 1,
1936. On March 2, 1940, funds were appropriated to carry out improve-
ments consisting of a program for complete re-landscaping and new struc-
" tures. '
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: Dealey Plaza focalizes on incoming and out-
going traffic between downtown Dallas and the major highway systems to
the north, west and south of the city. The Plaza is bounded on the north
by Eim Street, on the east by Houston Street. on the south by Commerce
Street, and on the west by the Triple Underpass.
The width of sach concrete roadway through the Plaza is 40 feet. The
Main Street roadway divides the Plaza and handles both eastbound and
westbound traffic. The Elm Street roadway flows traffic one way toward
the west from Elm Street, sweeping southwesterly toward the Triple Under-
pass. The Commerce Street roadway flows traffic one way eastward in a
southeasterly direction from the Triple Underpass to Commerce Street.
The declining angle. east to west, of the entire Plaza area is approxi-
mately 3 degrees, or about a 1-foot drop per 20 linear feet. The distance
from Houston Street to the Underpass is approximately 495 feet by way of
Elm and Commerce Streets. When traveling by way of Main Street, this
distance is approximately 425 feet. The road level at the Triple Under-
pass is approximately 24 feet lower than at the Houston Street level.
Sidewalks, 10 feet wide, exist on the notth side of the Elm Street roadway,
on the west side of Houston Street and on the south side of the Commerce
Street roadway.
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Concrete pergolas are located on the northwest and southwest corners of
the Plaza overlooking the roadways and lawn areas. ‘Concrete peristyles,
pylons and reflecting pools are located on the northeast and southeast
comners of the Plaza. Evergreen shrubs, trees, and flower borders are Bit-
uated in the Plaza area. ‘ -

Steel and masonry structures enclose the Plaza. At the northeast comer,
-the Texas School Book Depository and Dal-Tex Buildings rise to heights
of 94 feet and 110 feet respectively. On the Plaza’s east side stand the
Dallas County Records Building, 93 feet high; the Dallas County Criminal
Courts Building, 124 feet high; the Old Court House, 73 feet high; the
Neeley Bryan House, 12 feet high; and the 179-foot-high steel super-
structure for the Dallas County Government Center. On the south side of
_the Plaza, the United States Post Office Building rises to a height of 114
feet, and to the west is the railroad right-of-way, which passes over the
triple roadways at a height of 23 feet, 4 inches.
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TEXAS SCHOOL. BOOK DEPOSITORY

DAL-TEY. BUILDING |

DALLAS COUNTY RECORDS BUILDING
DALLAS COUNTY CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
OLD COURT HOUSE

NEELEY BRYAN HOUSE :
DALLAS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER (UNDER CONSTRUCTION)
"UNITED STATES POST OFFICE BUILDING

.- PERGOLAS

PERISTYLES AND REFLECTING POOLS
RAILROAD OVERPASS (TRIPLE UNDERPASS)
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Memoranaum nzc\s, i

A ' vl
S : DIRECTOR, FBI (£2-109060) DATE: 3/16/6u
4ﬂa}ﬂ INSPESTOR JAMES PP, MeLLEY .
T OM Sk, NEW YORK (892-7%) ‘ ' "
' il ' S
_ stmner: © hSSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT i
¥ g JCHM FITZGER/ALD KENNEDY, : w2 )
Lo 11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS LA
MISZELLANEQUS - INFO}’MATION CON“ERNING . ™y
. ReMvtel to Bureau, 3/13/64. By 5
" Enclosed are six (C) coples of a letterhead i
/ memorandum rultatle for dissemination. TN \:’;
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UNLTED STATES DEPARTMENT O JUSTICE

Bt e Lt snnt, i it Al b T kT - R

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New York ) ‘
March 16, 1964 PRUEENI S e Sorbch-

o8 : Assassination of President
: John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Ty
November 22, 1963, Dallas, Texas. .

o, " gt f vt e 5. w5 P
Fap, T B "!gﬁ.’;g-f'-‘-xw& P
e : . i,

e »;

Schod, assistant

! | oo iarch 13, 1964, Nr, Tepays 7
R ' sgggral-nttorney,,and Mr. Richar 1111ngs.-a151!§gg;-Af&knzﬁigyg-
: jrector of photography Time Corfporation, New York, ___+ .
New York, advised they fiad obtained the photogrs }; of
Lee Harvey Oswanld which appeared on the cover ogg'nitg“ ) .
mesgazine from a confidential source, They then, ti'ted’TEJ&ﬁ .
ﬁith !aiiqn%wn;d , through her business agent, Jsmes H, .l 6
_ A\-{hartit_x;_ﬁbtl ning the rights to this photograph” FOYTTHE 770 £
.’ ®um of $5,000,00, Mr, Schod, who handled the transaction,. 3
LI advised be did not wish to identify his source, ‘but ‘it: was: :
- definitely not anyone with the President's comg_.ls o‘n_'.izr?‘.i:_{‘ ‘),{m e
: p e MR £
Mr, Schod also advissd this corporation wak A
4pstituting a suit against "The _jggig_grqgﬁrzessﬂ which ha
published this same photograph.- * ¥r. Schod advised he has
been in contact with Mr, Kem urray of "The Detroit.Free -

-*

Press" and that Mr, Murray pever mentioned a “leak™;in th

President's Commission to him. Ly e O e 90 *
- . — g_" I e Eeal SEEE ]

. Mr, Schod was recontacted on the same date, at’ « i~ "€/
which time he advised bis source had purchased the photograph « .
in question from "ean enterprising young man in the Dallas - &
Police Departwent," The source also advised "The Detroit N
Free Press’' had purchased its photograph from the Dallas

Police Department, '

’,tf'l Moy “'7'
Mr., Schod advised the ‘New York Journal-American’
' : bad copied its photograsph from thé cover of "Life" smagazine -

and published it, Mr. Schod stated he understands other

, 4 F . newspapers throughout the country bbtained this same

et e i e s N

. photograph from the Dallas Police Department,
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Assassination of President
. John Fitzgerald Kennedy,
November 22, 1963, Dallas, Texas

Mr, Bchod stated "Life" magazine does mot ., wi- .o o
_have_the photograph which they oxdginally purchased, ' 7y ’
He stated "Life" made a photomst copy of this pbotograph .. .:
. and then returned it to their original source, -:. L B Sl

4 ;.

=
Mr, Bobertl%oough of the "New York Journal- . ---=
American” was contacted on March 13, 1964, ‘and "advised ~ . .
the photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald used by the "New York . i -
Journsl-American" was a reproduction of the. photograph .. ... . <
which appeared on the tover of "Life" -sgnzin.;-fnq;11¢o§;§ K
stated another copy of this hotogrlph;;'quf:qh.tginqq_f_irmg; =

?
w=bre =

the Associated Press Wire .8érvice, -

}-"

- A k RS ._-’37 et FVE § ‘i;

ur. Philip f, ‘Doherty of_“-rhvélq\xork Times"

advised "The New York Times'' printed the photograph of f’“‘}ﬁ)&(-

Dswald on February 19, 1864, which was received from the .——
Associated Press Wire Service, Mr, Doherty stated when ' '

a newspaper is a member of this wire service and a o e o
picture is printed it 1s automatically distributed by "the ’ ai /: -
wire service to the various member newspapers throughout’'s A
the country. §, ol NED :""t‘-"»";; -,_'"r‘.;‘-‘,ﬁ:"‘*"f"a!""
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) TO : 7~ Mr. .Belmont S . paTe: 3/25/64 .
Jd o
(] / ; *
FROM | A. Rosfén " | | " %5 e
i ; 3 o - f’-\ ”"
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT . 3 A T
_ JOHN ¥, KENNEDY b
tp o 11/22/63

: 7 DALLAS, TEXAS ' w -
e B SR
‘ *PURPOSE :

e s

T:. recommend the attachec letter be sent to the = N oy
President's Commis<ion in responge to its requests dated = Y
3/6/64 and 3/12/64 and to supplement information furnished B R
the Commission by Bureau letter 3/12/64. a» \
. Taae MY ¢
: BACKGROUND . )
; s S S \

Mr. Eankin of the Commission by letter 2/21/64
stated Hepresentative Gerald R. Ford (R—-Mich.) had requested '
he ascertain how the press got hold of the photograph of il
Lee Harvey Oswald carrying the rifle and wearing the pistol, i
Inquiries by our Drllas Office indicate the source of this :
photograph was the Drllas Police Department who made numerous !
copies and did not control the dissemination. It was further i
éstablished that "Life" purchased the rights to the photography. &

fér $5000 ‘through Marina Oswald's former business manager U ED

James Herbert Martin. This photograph bas received wide o1 325!

circulantion nationally and internationally. The Bureau by N

Jetter dated 3/12/64 furnisbed the Commission with the resuits &y S

of ovr investigntion up 1o that time. -
“y) )

During the above investigation the Bureau rece@ﬁ%d '“,f‘ o~
two additional letters from the Commission dated 3/6/64 whd

1/12/64 requesting additional investigation regarding this ?'iﬁl/
! 62-109060 , : -

1 - 62-109000 (Preuident's Commission) i} '

1 ~ Mr, DeLoach g
« «1 = Mr, Evanz e 42?, Lo/ e ""‘b" :

: 1.,- Mr, W, C. Sullivan g €~ LS S .
AT ey = 2Tt
Ex =~ Mr, M, A, Jones I'\| LI ' . .

; 1 - Mr, R, E, Lenihan t {.M 3 WAR -3_01954_ =

t Enclosure LAruls ’-%f&"; 1 ‘ O

RDR :vhm . -t - S
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Memorandum to lMr. Belmont
RE: ABSASSINATION OF PRESIDINT
1' JOun F. FENNEDRY

photograph. The {irst letter requested investigation of
allepations made.during the Commission testimony of

James Herbrri;ﬂﬁrtin that the photograph was obtained by
"Life" and "The Detroit Free Press” through a "leak in the
Commission.," The latter letter requested we obtain a copy
of the pbotegraph used by these publications apparently so
the Commission could establish whether there was, in fact,

e 'a "leak'" within the Commission,

Baosed on our investipation it would appear all /%

ment and tye Commission did not “leak" the piotograph, (i
Mr. Fugengs Roberts, a reporter fnr "The Detroit Free Press,”

the effort nzcessary to locate the photograph unless he
knew the ressons the Commission desired the photograph
since it was obvious to him the Conmission should have 2
cony of the snme photograph used by his newspaper and that
it would hnve nc 2vidertiary valuve to the Commission. '
¥ ” 1 .
Officials o;\*héfe" sny they obtained the photograph
\from “ay enterprising young man in the Dallas Police
Department” and they do not have the photograph which they
originally purchased sincc it has been returned to their
original source, The results of Bureau investigation are -
beint encloged with the letter tc the Commission,

RECONIAIDAT YO}

Thet the attached letter with enclosed investigation
from our Detroit, Dallas and How York Offices be transmitted

( I

. 4}\ \ iz 7 i

to the Commiiss=ion, \/ ; :
l oty (R

-2

Eo

e e S e Tt B e i it kb it TR Sl s R L

of thu photosraphs emanated from the pnllas Police Depart—- .,

will pot furnish us the identity of-his source and the .
assistant managing editor of 'The“Petroit Free Press” b deepl
advised our Detroit Ofifice he did not desire to expend cpgie b
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Transmit the following in
AIRTEL

(Type in plain text of code) |
AIR MAIL

.--p——.——.-.._.-.__.._.-_._—-—.——.--—.——.—-—.——-—_.—.——.—

DIRECTOR, FBI
(:SAC, SAN ANTONIO (89-87)

.AﬁSASSINATION 0

(Priority or Nethod of Mailing)

Dallas, Texas..

e i

There are enclos
memorandum to the Bureau s
copy of a
of Texas,
envelope is also
was translated by the

Austin, Texas, d
attached

by Mr. LARRY TEMPLE,
Office, State of Texas,

diésseminated to Secret
of an

to the Dallas off
report.

' Bureau (Enc.

2 = Dallas (Enc.
X1-89=-67)

/A 2 )~ San Antonio A1l
J’EJ- £3(1-52
WHC:ebl

2 APR o 1064 |

Governor

jshed to SA GEORGE W. H. CARLSON

The letter was furn
ive Assistant, Governor's

Administrat
Austin, Texas.

Two copies of the lette

furnished to the pallas Office.
Service locally.

25 copies/are being
jce for inclusion
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‘g@ M}A UNITED &7 A TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
hé§§£ﬁ¢i FRDIGAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
24 Feply, 'Y . - Refer 1= San Antonio, Texas
' Nn, °
(o March 25, 1364
ASSASSINATICON OF PRESIDENT
JOHN ¥F. KENWEDY, NOVEMBER 22,
1963, DALLAS, TEXAS
The following is a translation of a letter received.
ayvnnr's 0ffice, State nf Texas, Austin, Texas, in
“ated Fabruary T, 1263,
Fabruary 12, 1963
“your Lxcellenzcy,

“1: Hitler reslly dead and buried?

_ "Yes, 1 know, you were told he is, although it
lie noi been proved. But I, 'Truth,' am telling
you that that monster is not dead. Even if he

were buried, his spirit remains very much alive.
'articularly in South America and in England,

"But I, spirit of God, will indeed obliterate
his spirit, because of all the abominations of which
it is pailty.

"The honest and courageous blood of John
Kennedy cries for vengeance as 'the whole world
will testif{y.' Therefore you are now warned,

7 w.atchful and merciless for attacks can take
:]Jaze within the very near future.
. ‘ "The Truth of God
' '"Angele
. Attached is the letter written in French and the
envelope:
¢ Gt
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