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pe—— (Type in ploin text or code)
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TO: — DIRECTOR, FBI | L

R IRPURE P

(Priority)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (100-10240) -P -

As the Bureau is aware, subject, Professor of

Classics at the University of Illinois, is a mational functionary
of the John Birch Society and a regular contributor to the il
national monthly publication of this organization. In a recent
issue he alleged President KENNEDY was assassinated by
Communist conspiracy. Subject further alleged KENNEDY was
part of a Communist conspiracy to deliver the United State=
into Communist control and was assassinated because he failed
to do so. The above article caused considerable controversy

« as to subject's fitness to remain on the faculty of the
University of Illinois. University administrative officials, .

*  4pcluding President DAVID D, HENRY, took the position that &
subject is entitled to express the above opinion as a private
citizen, and po immediate administrative action against him
is anticipated., President HENRY, however, publicly ‘labeled A
the charges as irresponsible and unfounded and has referred the &=
matter to a faculty committee for study and recommendations. a
American Association of University Professors has expressed
approval of action taken by HENRY,
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< ROGER EBERT, Editor of the "Daily I1lipi," University
of I11inbis newspaper, told {fl that he reccived a telephone ==
call on 2/24/64 from the Editor of the "Colorado Daily,"
University of Colorado mewspaper. The caller told EBZRT
that ALEX GARBER, a faculty member at the University of
Colorado, told him that he knew subject many years ago as

a Communist Party membexr under the party name OLIVER CARLSON,
GARBER was described as an admitted former Communist Party
member who has publicly repudiated his former Communist
connections,

L AR

advised that EBERT told him that neither the -

"Daily Illini" no he "Colorado Daily" planned to publish

this allegation. also said that no action would be

taken by the University of Illimois at this time. He emphasized,
however, that should this allegation be made public and should
it become known.that University of Illinois officials knew

of it, their position would be that it was reported to the

FBI on the same date it was received. H stated that until

ge advised to the contrary he desired his identity protected. - .
e is an _established and reliable source at the University of ¢
Illinois)and has been contacted on many occasions in the past

in security investigations, particularly where access to University

records is desired on a highly confidential basis,

The Bureau is requested to authorize the Denver Officc
to interview ALEX GARBER for full details concerning subject's
former Communist Party membership, unless information appears
in Bureau files or those of the Denver Office which would .
preclude interview. If GARBER is interviewed, Denver is -~ - ... ...
requested to submit results in form suitable for dissemination. ~
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover N
Director, Federal Bureau of Investi:ation - ‘ J_/ . ?\l :
Department of Justice (-,; v ‘

|

iy

D R e e T T A AU PR T A S

Washington, D. C. 20530
Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am glad that we hod the »oportunily to discuss
personally on January 28, 1404, the ullczations to the eifect
that Lee Harvey Oswald was an infermant of the Federal Burcau
of Investigation.

Since our meeting, the Cormission has received many
helpful materials from your office <oncerninz these ellegations.
I wish to acknowledge receipt of ycur letiers dated February 6 .
and 12, 1964, enclosing your own effidavit as well es various . <.
affidevits submitted by agents of the Federal Bureau-of Investiga- = 4 '
tion who interviewed Lee Harvey Oswald or had responsibility for - %)

e T
5.

By, T

the supervision of Bureau informants in the arcas where Oswald
lived. I know that the Commission will consider these submissions, - il
supplemented by your recent interviews of District Attorney Wade )

and Houston "Post™ reporter Hudkins, as important contributions Y
to the Commission's work.

In light of our continuing review of these allegations, =
I would like to bring to your attention one related matter. Your - .-.:
letter of January 27, 196, advised the Cormission that Special -
Agent Jemes P. Hosty's name, office telephone number and automobile
license number, one digit off, appeared in Oswald's eddress book.
In so informing the Commission, your letter supplied information
which appears_to -have been omitted from an earlier report of the
submitted to this Commission. » B
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Specifically, the mwort ¢! Special Agent Gemberling
datad December 23, 1963, at Iiallas, Texas, becinning at page 672
purports to set forth the names, eddresses andf/or phone numbers
contained“in Osweld's address book. At paze 696 of this report, 4
certain errt_ries are set forth with cn indication that they
eppeor on page Tk of the address W«k. Examination of the
address book reveals that certoin jnformation has been omitted
at this point in your rcport, inclwiing Special Agent Hosty's
name, a telephone nmumber, o licensc mumber, the date “Nov 1,
1963," and an address, "1114 Commerce 5t Dallas.”

The Commission would like to be informed.of the circum-

stances surrounding this omission. More ‘porticularly, it would

assist the Commission in appreising; the significance of this

matter if we knew the names oi the sgents, including supervisors,
who prepared this portion of the repdrt or made any decision to -
omit information from the report. l2edless to say, we would like

a full explanation. s

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
fincerely,

J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel
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Honorable J, Lee Nankin
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Ewant you to know that I feel our reporting pro}pdures
i this matter are completely logical and sound. This Dureau
mever purported that Special Agent Gemberling®s report of
December 23, 1963, contained the complete listing of Lee Harvey .~
Oswald's address book and, as you know, additional items in
Oswald's address book not previously reported were furnished to
the Comnission in the report of Special Agent Kobert P. Gemberling
dated February 11, 1964, at Dallas, Texas. . :

This Bureau from the besinning of this investigation has
developed and reported all available and relevant facts and it
will continue to do so.

. . I trust that this lettcer and the enclosures thereto - -,
will satisfy the requirements of the Commission. '

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (2)
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FROM :fqﬂlto P‘%ﬁ“s (100_17'93)7"_(5.), . - _— { :

SUBJECTY ITHOMAS GITTINGS BUCHANAN, JR. TR
Bufile 100-354341 . LI e ey 9
aris file 100-1793 .= RPNEE T R _ , L

ia

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT - - o, C RS TE Ya K ' % !
N F. KENNEDY " -
A e NOVLMBER 22,7 1663~ _
i DALLAS, TEXAS ' '
MISCLLLANEOUS - INFORUATION CONCERNING >y
Bufile 62-109060 - )
Paris file 62-148 | , e , !

. . b
Re Paris letter 6-13-C3fcaptioned THOMAS GITTINGS g ¥t E
BUCHANAN, JR., 84 - CJ

Subjecet recently came¢ o the attention of this

. ofiice as the autbor of an article concerning_ the assassination

Oof the late President KENNEDY which appeared im the 2-20-64 +
issue of "L'Express", a Paris weekly newspaper whose political
+- . leanings are oriented to the left. Copy of the article is - .
‘7. - enclosed for the Bureau and the Bureau may wish to have

" BUCHANAN's article translated in its entirety. 1If this s
/. .done, .1t is requested that a copy of the translation be

1%?‘." men.

_;.torWardpd_tq Paris for the completion of the Paris file, 7 5

o In a preface to the article BUCHANAN 13 described _ » 5
Z°:. 7 a8 a Ul-year-old Awerican novelist, author of "La Licorpe" TERS B,
‘ﬁ;,_ Which was chosen in 1960 by the New York Times as one of the ;
il best books of the year, who is presently employed 4in Paris !
i 4% an electronics engineer, ) : 5 - v Vg i
. {0 Boneral BUCHANAN's article claims that authorities L
) W investiguting_thp assassination of ;hg late President KENNEDY
E-:)'lr':. 6 - Bur.gu (Enc. 1) "'. _‘-' ‘,."A I = "__ '.‘..'-. K

1.~ Lisison Soction .4 RIS ST M B T L R e

Archagdiun Haleon Soction yp b )~ i
n:sfin{ parte (100-1793; 6o 138y« 5. b2=/09060; i
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niarted with the hypothesis thgt JIARVEY LEE OSWALD alone was
responsible for the murder, and thereafter ag the 1nvestigation

Progressed, authorities eithor chiiged or disregarded facts

which did pot agree with the pPreccuceived solution, BUCHANAN

in genergl asserts that several afassing were involved and
ses hisg theory on the number and direction of the shotg

the distance from wbich thoy were fired, the nature of the

Wounds, as well gg OSVALD's prior joor record as a wmarksman,

‘The article indicates tht future 4

esves will
nriicles on the 3

ubject of the ncsassinatioy
'r whether o' not they will be vritten
by BUCHANAN. we will follow

this yitter and repori any
additiougl information of interest.
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>, 2SSINATION OF ..

" JRESIDENT JOLN F. KENNEDY

. !{
.
: i"-_.' b UMAR&L 23 a.ch

"l"an L

i1-22-63
DALLAS, T8

L.oward Willens of the President's Commission and

£iminisiative Assic..nt to J. Lee Pankin called to advise that the -7 "}
vLife" magnzine picture of Lee Harvey Oswald holding a rifle has ’

2en the suisject of co:nment by Jamcs Martin, former manager of
Marina Cswald, MMartin was fired by her at the suggestion of

Roberi Cswald.

. V/illens stated that Martin yesterday stated to either
' Ranki;: o2 one of the membuars of the staff that a lawyer named

TG Mur-ay oo the "Detroit Free Press" indicated that the piciure

. [‘n »Life' magazine came from a leak in the Commission.

.Ix

Willens asked whether we could talk to Ed Nurray
l f and checi into this.

oy Before initiating any inquiries, I asked Willens whether .
; + we could tell ifurray that the Commission had recuested this interview
: because he obviously would be interested to know why we approached
' him on this maiter. Ialso told Wiilens that we ought to be in a position
i ; beforehand to indicate to Murray whether this information came from ~ - -

i’ iMart_in or someone else.

In adciiion, it was indicated that inasmucﬁ as Willens was
merely relaying mformatm 1 which had been furnished to him by Rank:n
. which in turn had been relayed by a raember of the staif, a question is

always rz:zed in parapurasing the oiriginal stoxzr

changed in {.: context,

e

NH’!‘ REC OQI)rn =

‘ 2otiAR Db 1254

examined caruully beiore we 25k aay questlons. I suggested to -

that it may have beer
2- 107 () ¢ O - uNRER,

I told Willens that ina matter df‘s\¢k Maporfance as tl‘{’
t woulc be well -0 have {"e exact text of the conversation which took} -
place between vie staff r.ember and Mr, Martin-so tsat-it-could be

--
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Yiemorandun {c Mr, Selmont
RE: ASSASSIN. O OF PRESIDENT

Jg‘ﬂﬂ I\?NEDY o ( <

"Willens that perBaps he may wish to discuss this further with Rankin and - :
;dcaern ine tiu: pusi.on which the Commission desires to take and that we !

R e e T

~would be guided zccordingly. o
]
W:llens advised me that he would discuss this matter further :
rith Rankin the carly sart of next week and he would then be in touch with }
'the Bureau, He therciore did not desire any interview at this time and !
-iwithdrew his request. '
ACTION T BE TAXEIN:

We wiil await further advice from Willens on this matter, - :
and if @ request is received 1o inquire intec this matter, we will suggest ]
that such a recuest be in writi..z from the Coramission. ;
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PLAIN TEXT
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AIR TEL PRIORITY

105-82555 e '
TO: Director, FBI (621894 ) ‘ . . .

£

FROM: Legat, Poris (105-1067) (p.) i i Py
T vt e .

SUBJECT: LEE LARVEY OSWALD
IS - R - CUBA :

Re Denver air tel to tbL  DBuvepu 12-9-(03 with enclousura.

Cn 2-26-0C4 JONN BASS, 7 6th Intelligence Corps Do-
tactment (AIC), orally furnished ‘he following inforwsticna in
cgptivued notter: .

BASS identified IIOWARD  CHET mentioned ia refercnced

LI na HOWARD C. CUWEN, U. S. &r1  Medicel Corps, Metz, ¥Frence.
The unknown individual mentioned in referenced LHEM as baving

decoded newspaper headlines to predict sssassiiztion of

- President KENNEDY is identified as , :

BASS stated further that following psychiatric
@xamination at was described as
paranoid individual and his discharge from the Army was
reconmended due to ipability to adjust to military life,
¥as ordered to Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, D.C., in
and was last known to be there as a patient.

R

ORIGINAL FILED '~

BASS stated an official report from Assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, at Crleans, is expecied in about a wesk,
and we will submit an LHM suitable for dissemination at that time.
Request no dissemination of above information ai present so as
not to jeopardize existing confidential relationship with the AIC.

4 - Bureau (1 - Liaison gec}iic)m éﬂ . qT:)RﬁQ

1 - Denver, 89-41 Ao~ - U . .
1l - Paris ’ _ ;;‘5,,“/ Q?géo_‘_, AFTER .
REP :HD o7 RESoELAN ;
(5) 4 199 MAR /0 ¢ 2sos
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Paris 105-1067

Poaris files contain a ruference
2ir tel to ithe Bureau 11-8-63 cartioned
which sets forth ndditional sctivities of 3 &
alse bave previcusly come to the !uareauv's attiention in
captioned matier siuce his statemeats and acticns apparently
recelved considerable publicity. '
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UNITED STATES u( lNMENT ‘( |
Memorand..m O

AR : r
TO : Mr, Belmon£:)”" DATE: 2/28/64

FROM ! A.}sen
: O

suwecr: §  TASSASSINATION OF. PRESIDENT
"% " T""JOHN F, KENNEDY .

11/22/63

DALLAS, TEXAS

. : W
PURPOSE : : ‘ },33 W
70 _

To recommend that authority be granted to have
Joachim Joesten, an admitted "left wing liberal” interviewed
concerning his alleged knowledge of the assassination of )
President Kennedy, . :

-u

(St

DETAILS:

. e g et -

The Department by communication dated 2/20/64
forwarded to us a copy of a form-type, unsigned and undated
letter from Joach1m4§6esten who maintains residence in New
York City and La Ciotat, France, Tbis letter appears to have
been prepared for dissemination to book publishers, In the )
letter Joesten states in December, 1963, he was commissioned ¢
by Germany's "biggest publication,” Der Stern, to go to Dallas
for the purpose of conducting private investigation into the
assassination of President Eennedy. He states on the strength
of "exhaustive, documented findings" he is convinced Oswald is
innocent and that he has also developed clues to the real
assassing, Joesten continues that he has written two books, -~

- one in German and one in English, relating his findings which B
should be available at an early date for publication, The 3y
book will be entitled "Impossible Assassin" and he allegedly -. -
has written 100,000 words concerning the case., There is mno ..
apparent purpose for Joesten sending this to the Attormey
General other than it dies. relate to the Attorney Genmeralls
late brother, - >

- -+

EDC. ' el

I 'Aﬂ*'.ff:*ﬁ;‘ﬁ}-?’;ﬁix& o

62-109060 - _ :
1 ~[100-37044 (Joachim Joesten)] : C :
1-ur. ¥, C, gggiv:n Y L2 o - 9—5- 0 :
- . ac o . - S » g 5 i
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN F, KENNEDY

A —— a . Paeamy
BACEGROUND : %, -

i ? fhureau files disclose that we have numerous references
.| idenitical with Joesten who previously had been the subject of an
internal security investigation originating in New York., This

file was opened in August, 1941, following receipt at the State
Department of an anonymous communication sent from Stockholm,
Sweden, alleging that one Joachim Joesten was a communist, .
Immigration and Naturalization Service investigation in 1941 - .
failed to produce any proof which would indicate Joesten was
| 2 communist,

Joesten was born 6/29/07 at Cologne, Germany, and
was naturalized in June, 1948, He has traveled extensively
throughout the world and has been employed as a correspondent
for numerous foreign and American newspapers. He has written
numerous books, several of which have been reviewed by the
Bureau, At a citizenship hearing on 2/14/47 Joesten stated he
considered himself a "left wing liberal" and indicated he may
have adopted the communist party line in his youth as a means
of fighting Nazis.

In 1957 German authorities requested our Legat in 4
Bonn interview Joesten concerning some statements he made in
& book which German authorities felt contained "invented
narrations,” The Bureau at this time did not feel that an
interview of Joesten was advisable since there was no assurance
he would be cooperative and further that the book did not
involve the Bureau or the U, 8, Government,

OBSERVATIONS 3

Inasmuch as Joesten has indicated on the basis of -
documented findings he feels that Oswald is innocent, that he ;
has "clues" to the identity of the assassins, that this matter
was forwarded by the Department and finally that it is possible -
this matter could result in a request for investigation by the
President®s Commission, it is felt we should take the initiative -
and have Joesten interviewed concerning the assassination. ’
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

JOHN F, KENNEDY J
—

= ) s

-1 17 Tnat the attached airtel to New York and the
Legats at Bonn and Paris be sent instructing that efforts be _
made to locate and interview Joesten concerning the assassination,

.-

B o ot el it

2, The Bureau will follow this matter and insure
the President's Commission is appropristely advised of the
results of our inquiries, )
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<FRO1 NEW YORK 89-75 o
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ASSASSINATION OF RRESIDENT Jomn F. KENGEDY, ELEVEN TWENTY TWO SIX THRE,
——"""_'—'-"—"--——._._ —— % Toe

CRARLES LéGGETT WATKINS - WHEREABOUTS ASCERTAINED INSTANT DATE.
LHM WILL BE SUBNITTED TO THE BU

REAU THREE THREE SIXTY FOUR.
END. . - |'ﬂ3 =
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(Type in plain text or code) /'/ ( {1){!1 H ¢ ¥Ar, Tavel

\l- oar 1‘\:11 -
e Cunrad .
Mr, Tlenach
Mr. Evans

Hr. G2 /N

Nr Trtiey—
Tcy. Room ——

B 3 ? (Priority or Method of Mailing) i r‘}nm E:Ln;;u__

" TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (105-82555)

{ Fnonl%c, MEMPHIS (44-1166) (RUC)

Riani s e o M aalemadellanmae o 4 0L 20 8 4 "'"l“ ——

WWJMNEDI,
/ QJSA LLAS, TEXAS,11/22/63 ____ ) ,
/ \ASSAUTXING FPEDERAL-GEFIGER Y /.
Re: Information Concerning J. P. DAVIDSON, .
Mcemphis, Tennessee, and DeSoto County, e e b
Mississippi ) ’ f

Enclosed herewith are 8 cories to Bureau and 2 copies to

Dallas of letterhead memorandum c‘ntioned 35 abave ated 2-27-64

. This information was furnished b ¥ s RN e
-* Memphis, Tennessee,\who requested

% 1n "confidence. T ‘ & % :
‘ ;"'"f. T UACB, no 1nvestigation being conducted in Memphis and no ~' l l
© |~ -leads being set out. Request for investigation being left to . 1-'-{
~.-|.- discretion of the office of origin. . /& ’
ik - 2ee ame LISpiaov o ﬂ“ﬁ‘i -
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N 2 DALLAS (Enc. 2) ° . : ANS. 3019 3;7/ '
iy 3 MEMPHIS (44- 1166) By;__/é@/f.q__ 76"

- . (66~ 1687—SUB)(Disseminat10n File)
A B (100-3984) (Travel o!_Pres:ldent in United States

and Puerto Ricq)
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_ In Reply, Ploase Refor to C41 Federal 0If'ce Duilding

liemphis, Tenneciizec 330103 ' .
f e February 27, 10G4 ‘{ ——
@
3

Inforuation Concernin- J, P, Davidson.

Cia February 25, 1904, an individual wio requested
his identity not be disclosed, contacted the Lenphis Office of
the Federal Dureau of Investipa'!‘on and furnished the following
information, . : '

Source stated he has bad o number of coatacts with
wr. J. P, Davidson, wiho operate~ an Aruy Surplus Store on South
iiain Street just below the Chils<.a Hotel in ilemphis. iie lives
in DeSoto County, Lississippi, on Goodvuyn Road, and i reportedly
2 friend and adviser of forner Goveraor Ross I, Darncit and N
present Governor Taul D, Johnsoi: of llississippi. This source
said that during; the latter par’ of Septeuber or early Cctober,
12383, heo was in the office of ii-. Davidsoa on South liain Street
in ifemphis, and hic heard Iy, Daidson reonari thaat when Tresidaent
ilennedy went to Texas "they are joinz to shoot hiix™ and "those
p2ople (Texons) are riled up ab it the jiisciseippi situatioa
and the pecople in Texas arc not going to talie it in Texas.™

Source said Lir, Davidson continued in effect to say!
"Those fcllows in Texas are deer hunters," peaning they arc
expert shots with rifles, and they would "get the whole Kennedy
group." GSource then heard Lir, Davidson say in effect that o ,
wealthy Tezan, nane not mentioned, had ordered a “fancy!" casket -
and if anything happened, they would “send hin (presumably
President Keanedy) hone in the finest.box in Tezas." L

According to source, Davidson did not givé any indica- -

tion as to where lhe received this inforuation, e did infer
he had been talling to someone but did not say to waom,

The source said ¥r, Davidson's wife may have becn in
the room during the time of this conversation, The source has
heard Lir, Davidson male similar statements to a number of other
people, - : ‘ :
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Source continued he hid seen lir. Davidson scven or

cizht times since the assassination of Iresident Ileanedy. On ‘
oxt~January 15, 1064, he ovesrlirard lir, Davidson nentioned =

d

a

12 ilenfpdy assassination and ccoimyeat the only thing wrong
ith it s "they dida't get LDollly." Oource further rccal
rout Da®cnber 1, he szaw lr, Davidson in his officz and hear
hin state sonething to the effcct there was nruch hoappiness 4n -
lilgsissippil "over the Tezac inecident," obviously refcerring to - ;
the ascascination of the late President Hennedy. Iie fur ther ;
heard I, Davidson mention sonetiing to the effect that
jiississipplans were corry '"they dida't zet Dobby."

————————y =~

The source described 1o, J. T, Davidcon as a white 14
rale, about 565 years of age, 5'10" to G' tall, 120 pounds,
"flabky" build, hair sandy-;ray ond balding, narried, no
cailcren, peculicrities, was erippled during araed forces
service, suffering bachk injury, 'alis stooped over due to Sall
Pladder operation,

|
Cource stated he had re furtber infcrmation. i
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