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Memorandum . .

:DIRECTOR, FBI (62-—109060)

/

.5AC, LAS VEGAS (55-1) (C)

o

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS
MISC - INFORMATION CONCERNING
00: Dallas .

Enclosed herewith are the o
copies of a LHM setting forth informa

concerning captioned matter.:

té pDallas and Portland,

s Copies have also been furnished to Secret
‘Service in Los Angeles and in Sacramento, California,

The original material furnished by Mr. RAY. e
SHEFFER to SA DONALD M, HOLLAND is being retained by Las - D
Vegas in LV file 55-1. - ;

‘2 ~ Bureau (Enc.6)
.2 =*Dallas (Enc.2) By gmem
2 - portland (Enc.2) i
1 - Las Vegas
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL l_lUllEAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply, Plcase Refer to T # .__ ;
File No. : e Las 7egas, Nevada

 January 5, 1967

he
.
v

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT : e '
JOHN FITZCERALD KENNEDY LSO S ) il o
11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS

¥ISCELLANEDSGS ~ INFORMATION CONCERNING Ly

; 3

EDWARD 7. BRAT 4

X, . JAMES ; *

" YNFORMATION CONCERWINEZ . _ :

s - : ; . : [} ."F- & . . ,

R o On Decemter 27, 1966, Mr. Ra”{%hetfer, Stardust i

- and"Desert Inn Hotels, Las Vegas, Nevdda, furnished the ’

Las Vegas Office of the Federal Buréau of Investigation i

an enrelope sddressed to Desert Inn, Las Vegas, Nevada, and :
received by that hotel on December 20, 1966, The envelope

bears the return address "P,0, Box'774, portland, Orégor” :

- and is postmarked "Drain, Or 97435,\Dec 15 P¥, 1966"™, ~The

ervelope cortainéd two letiers, one .addressed to Honorable

-3 : ; :

Gract Saw;er} zovernor of Nevada, Corsor City, Nevada, from - | s

“* omne J, Jg James, Natiornal Directorj.the other addressed to i

Yapager, ‘Harold's Club, Rerno, Nevada,‘ Cupies of both letters =1

are be<ing made part of this memorandum, % i b )/)._ﬁ! / =

: In addition to the two above mentioned letters .

the envelope contained a small photostatic copy of a letter ’ 7

on the letterhead of '"the Cregonian, portland, Oregon 97201". ;

That letter is as follcws: G R _ 4

Selgrariad el vl o/ wgeptember 3, 1966 . i

"Evidence G, o e ' ' = 4

P.0, Box 652 = . P ‘ q o

Eupire, Oregon B ’ ’ 3 B‘ .

i edemticmens o i leit T HUel) 4 5

mmowiwEdes-ios nyay we please have a copy for pevion of o g

i -~ *Evidence Excluged from the Warren Report™, if one is nedym R :

<. available, ... ... NP n . TP e e 5

T T S e e e LA e

~-- - TOPIES DESTROYED —— — ~i-. "Sincerely yours, -, --.ooo-mies oo A

e I e e "Melcolm. C. Pouer :
21 JAN121973 Associate Editor”
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- Y THE WARREN Repgy) LT T
./ IS A HOAX E N gl :

Bt foi s, sl = L 1 i e R e
c-..arold’s Clubd T oL ‘ P.C.Box 391 i
. «ebo, levada o HETO, A “ - North Eend. Crezcni
pear firs ' e d

-

Five memberas of the organization known as JFCCTT, ( Justice iox

Crew Cf The Throcher ) planned and carried out the Lallas trz-eiye .
Throe rmonths prior to the assassination, laval Intcllizence ard :
the FBl had a photostat copy of a letter in wnich the entire iallcs
plot was cutlined in detail, o

«n Aug. 12, 1963 a letter was railed to Governcr Connallys ®..cs .
the frzier Secrctary of Navy you are aware of the Subzarine Thra..i:
Aisaster and how fraudulent prossure/depth tests had been usececes:
group wnovn es JFCCTT plan to assassinate youse.e.oniper bulletc,..
high power rifle...ns you ride in an opon car...in a parade in

~ Dallas, Texase.ee™s A copy of this latter vns witnessed bafcre a
Hotary Pudblic cn Aug. 12, 1563, Prior to and after the asscascina=-

.»tion raval Intelligence and the FBI questioned ry wife and I nbout
the Connally leiter. :

I have in ry possession 20C feot of CLl film shcuwing trie activnel E
assacoirsticn in ell its horror. This mcvia was rade by one cf “™& -
rerbers of JFCCTT. 39 Voluries of EVIDELCE AXCLUDED FRCK THE Wia_ . ... :
LEFCRT have been flled with the Courts of (rcgon and Wyeninge. k.-..
~ourts have 1issued injuncticns which prohibit cven an American our.
zrom gceing the movie and examining the Court filed Evidence. i

Analysls of the film shows the rollowinga

Shot 71 was fired from Rifle /1 from a positicn in front of the car.
-{ DUEF-l »B EULLET ? ) frognents of this bullet struck troe bruncha.
and the ‘resldent's throat. L L

not £2 and #3 were fired rrou Rifle #2 and #3 from the upper reach
28 of the Texas Building. fhot #2 struck the Precldent®s tack. uhct
#3 struck Gevernor Connallye - :
'uhot #4% was fired from Rifle #1, This shot toroc part of 1he Prec.=
dent’s rezd to shreda, " Patter " larger than ZSPL is shovm flying
throuzh the alre 7 S B

.8 Harold's Club interested in having the first public showing of -

:77.m10 rcvie and public examination of all 39 Volumes of Court tiled‘

f_ (zvidence whi.ch proves the HAHREN BEP(.«BT 1s A HCAX ‘I T

R TR SRR O GRS AT e T T ST T T TR T T T

- - e = e P ~s a2 e

o -.noerely youra.

» ward Fe Oray
& tos FEI-UIITED smm SECRET SEHVICMBC-CE-hBC v NI‘HS

Pnoto- and PﬂOtOBtatl enclosed, ; e

————
— — ——— S
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Dece 7, 1566 ‘ 5

Porthnd, Gregon :

F-ne Crant Sawyer ; g
iuye Of lavada O R T el ST et e 4
corson City, Nevada 5 ! e Ly ;
Texr Sirs .~ ':' ' ; - sEu g ' , }
* number cf tnpb recoxrdings have ﬁaen obtained by piacinz faps ‘é

ﬂ_f:ior to the assassination,

« 7083 varicus telephcne lines AIA FBI IAS VEGAS STELZ, Thosge

rzcordivss chow, enong other things hcw the FBI "uscd" a Spell
w.m C:xprer of Comnerce as en ® INFCRLER " and to pasa out
u;so tarcrration in an effort to try and disprove the ract
@ FBI had corplete detalls of the Lallas tragedy, 3 mcntas

P riaked s it i

R

Jencea~ad "EIKES" have aleo beon used. Nove 26, 1563, 7.1 afcnt
fherks ¥ Won thoce in charze of the cnse core acroas your lectexr

" to Governcr Connally, they will contact us at oncee Ve don't syt .
‘to look lika fools up here., Bray, did you write the leutef ?

-y

"4 Au far eas I know there are more than 3 in this "Eﬂng"n Ko, I
raover cow any of them as far as I know, No, I would'nt know any .
¢ ther if I pet them on the strect. That "woman® he is 1living "wi-
1. as t-4d as any cf them. FBI in Portlond have a flle on her over :
t thousard miles long. I just gather up a2ll letters and othor :
:uff I can lay &y hands on and pacs it to the rEI here in the 3
scal Ycet Cffice, The FBI cald one of thenm fell on his head scre !
time back and has'nt beon the sane since. No, the FBI never told
re why they had'nt picked up his Top Level Secret Eecurity Clear-

. ance dccuments and all of his laval papoerSesees”

; Is the FBI using ycur home town Chanbor of Commerce as an.” I: FCB—

iLR " on the citizens of your home town ?

3 51ncore1y yours, " ’ _ ; i

.r.;-*.ma i A e
~'at1¢ Llrootor,_;_;.;_ft-__:--.1;_-:-

{ SEE T2 ICVIE CP Til ACTUAL ASSASSINATICH,. ESAIINE ALL 39

‘LUl =* CF EVIDENCE EXCLUDED PRCY THE WARREH RiPCRT. LIMALH

/v HELDLR CF MAVAL INTELLIGENCE=-SHERK & WILLIAIS CF TIE PDI-

4ZLLS (P THE UNITED STATES 8ECRET SERVICE AS Thd! TAL» INTC TLES
“BIDDEK KIKE®e
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i o DEC. 15, 1966 A

g % B T e R L b e
MR J. EGAR HOOVRR . - - - s ' ;«_‘;‘:} .ﬁn‘f’:
' CHEIP OF THE Fs B I Ty 2 pa i eyl i | L 3 e
J . WASHINGT®N Do Co - CATEIES I e Bt WIS A N Loy
MR HOOVER, C 5 v e e
NOT MANY DAYS AGO, YOU WERE OB THE EVENING NEWS cas'r; SAYDIG T e 20
4 .  LEE FARVEY OSWALD WAS NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUTSIDE BELP IN THE“ASSASS= - - 7
B INATION OF JQHM Fo KENNEDY. / : '
- "HOOVER, YOU SHOULD BAVE SAID, * AS FAR AS I KOW OF.* THERE ARE L

MANY FACTIONS IN THIS NATICGH OF OmRS, ATD I AY SURE YOU ARE HO? ACQUAH-'TED

WITH THEM ALL. p (”

't 7 t I i

Sa Nl .

SINCERELY YOURS,

b \a AT Dt
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FaOM 2 1. M, Talters ¥
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DATE: pacenber 13, 1966 = - fiina
fusnnages; | Regma R mE e
¥r, Rosen R R e
Ir, Malley e

Ure Nialters ' "]-‘,,, i
‘re Gillespie ;é?,ﬁfg,fﬁ :
-re Wick ,4£fF??";2_ e

RETTTEIS TN
1T

ASIL.CT Lt 2 . - . ’._":
&7 B v i y L//)‘Z(.J.céqr_t JA—[/:«L -]{'; e

e Tae Bureau is In receipt ‘of a loag rambliaz Ai T;{£& N\
circular-type letter dated 12/7/6€3, pestmazked zlbourae, 7P i

. %
Lustralia, froa captioned irndivicual seekinz support for ) ( ﬁ:\?
: £2s thcory that there exists in the wo:rld an illegal T e N S
! r2dio station which emits waves and inpulses affectinz the - - - i
by\i:ole world, He is obviously a mentzal case and an answer Tendaa 2
to this letter and zzy future letters is not deemed warranied. o NG
: By way of baclhrround, o9 was a Specfal Agent k 53;
Zor the period 1930 to 1931 and was a former trial at<crney el T
iz the intitrust Division of the Department, On @y - - 2
L2 filed 2 rambling and incoherent tor: suit in U, S. cisirics _
Court, District of Columbiz, seekizz $11 million inm w2ich e e T
h2 naned the Director, the Attorney Goneral and 29 other B Yy i @
: EZzh Governzent officials zs deZerdaris, o e R e G
’ EKCLOSUBB In this suit he is sz3king restoration of his '

rosition in the Antitrust Divisiorn, incziuding back pay sinca o
Lis retirezent from the Departmeat on 10/23/65, at ace 62, T
&3 allezes that the defend-nts fziled to locate ané terair:zie 3;"
tie above-mentioned illezal radio station, whica statica _ -
ciisec him to involuntarily retire from the Deparimint, OCur .
Wozaington Field Office has 2 pendiaz Federal Text Clzims Lot
‘¢ase@ arising out of his suit ané »y airtel dated 11/335/66,
weshington Field Office advised :hat the U, 8, Attorrecy's ,
¢f’ice plans to file a motica sc.iing dismissal of his suit. . -
prior to 12/23/65, Further, acc.rding to tke U, S, Ltorney's
office efforts are being mace tc comnit BT <0 2 hospitaEL

for mental treatment, e j . ‘:_:.
e "".'.:;. . % e e _/ =
F o mowmarions LR~ 0908 Y/ Rt 3 A

i - T
Lo [DICORDED

et 1% d : 12/7/6¢ Qetsest
-...2% ophears evident that he - .1 2 sending acdcitional letter: 700
~7:%& the Bureau, In view of... 1s.it 18 recorrmended that a ez v ALY
- =3 preparcd in Crize Record. Division indicatizg that - -»;gf{?';;;
«ois. couaunications recsived fron IR should nc: be S

H Fosepns b T Y R P P S e g L :

Based on the cinients of QORI

i i S M C o B

. e e e e w-f—v.ruvf.‘ - ’\4 ‘lt.r B R T
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‘,.I;{Ar;.aj Q.;;,,gl;j.ifil" Care U. S. A. Consul General,'
G L ey R Yelbourne, Avstrzlia,
T BT December 7, 1906 ke

Dearu' Bk o ” : .’7.: - ". P P .. ‘:‘ 4 '-,_ .;f."‘- :: - .‘-t" e e
i ' I know you will be 1nteres€e: in tkis letter S
o2 a serious matter in Court im whica I bave namecd Mr. doover
a cdefendant, It appears tae greatest threat to humaniiy Al e
fa all history. i s o i sl IO e L oL
o pid you nersonﬁlly sce the note I left fop broilie e 0
L s¢a in you> office in respect o2 Lee Earvey Oswald and , ... .. ..
tze asszssination of Presideat Kennedy during the O M b TR
Lea rings by tke Warren Cozmission? . , e g e T

AT S Plezse let me know, and ‘what was done with i
ny meno*andum to you. ’ B Rt s y o S hl Fa b L i b

I S - P e ] = o 4 g

e ,:b. e g il  Sincerely yours,

Wb s bt 1l g Tl st b

rRa

B i AN R

.
sy

T TP O3 RECUNP O e |

L wa0kd = -
ECLOSURE s :-‘.H—__;-_'::_:_ ;

-n--rr--'-'v-"‘r‘" L et K A R S e




: el ' _ : e ) T
FBI . !
Date: 12/15/66

Bl 1 doa.moeins Binulil

: .. it the fol!owlr;é in

2o TR {Type in plaintext or code) i 3
G » 5
@ " de.iXit : 3
AR ] - (Priority) é
'“""--T"‘f’" ----------- T T T T T T T T T T s s s s s i
) \, TO: DZRECTOR, FBI. X il .‘
’ : : el 7 ! Al )

3N . 1 £V A R,

-/} )! /;:F 20L:: SF.C, DALLAS 2iss Co ’__- H‘?

- , ¢
l,‘. i —— s 10 o < S, e

~
e ol
-

; o’ S BouCT: Lol WLT/DY C.....ALD aka {Deceased) o heESmE g, oo il

. . "u - 1 5 CU’A 5 ( Yol Gl e ‘ e :
Co: DILLAS /"“ D A e T
{Gufile 105-82555) <47, - 4 TN A B
¥ 105-328431) P ; i S pea e
: (DL 100-10461) (2) Le: 4.7 / b ey 4
: i Vo "o e ’ ‘%
/." ) s ;. . .!
" -uu, iuz u}c pcr.:.ocl 01 tac J.'wc.;,f._;a‘.:ion of the ..sq.......-na- o 2 M
<ion aznd related evc..ts, appearcw 2t the Dallas Cilice . ~ Gt 8
of tic rF3I and advised EL IAXIISG C, CLELENTS as Iol 1ov..=, AR 3
i b witi t.€ understandiag tuat nis identity s the scurce o. we o
- the inlormation would act be uisclosed outside the lZurcan. - '
Pl % i Ty o Gonnection \-'1“..5-.,...,..'5 at A
e .atteuont to dcvcloo 1001t;ona1 facts shedding 14 ot on the ] 13
"+ assassination and, particalarly, wicthor more ol one | ;;
pecsua Vas ipyglved and whether OSWALD and JACK LULY were -
accu..-..-(.d *"1‘”“":&#’“ - “u-zis"' "'h:“" :‘.:: tuls conncci.ion, 3\' ' !
Lo .. ing/' g' ) i
: | 2
w;.as and pancs w‘&’: :
GELBERLING dated & a13_ Lw.l :;, Tc.f:..s), 1denti;;cd '.:1 , :
5t S8 B ;

@'.A..ca (3~ 100-3255.,) G el 150 / g }_

A (1 = 100-409763) (L.l 1AX1) :

" 2% mew York (1 - 105-38421) (i) - et = ;
S Tl e (1 = 100-113544) (...t LANL‘)' S O 4
1t - "2 = .zilas (1 - 100~33546 s B '_":' i i 0 Il

i i - 100-1w70)(m.. 7 LANE) I

g" wes . 5| ¢ - i
2 cag e T . . o4 LE0 ! ’j‘ a3
: (1A
B

.. e s

- - -— -

) ~ ) . - 4

. i i

Arpicveds Sent 2 M. Per . -

K"Bﬁ...al Agent in Charge - s ol -1

!MHH a1

--D-'. o] 'J'--"Tl' Gl R 40 T e Cad -32’ 'ﬁ‘nyv TR s, '.'-.1-- '—‘v':' - - '-v;--:
A '{,‘,a.‘.-d..J_,‘,‘_ ,.,_,—._v ,_..s' FEAET LR PN P ...4: vete ,'.,_‘v" . .‘-r ._..'_‘ P



: - o ey 7 |

. - : Bl !
: ; a i %
Loyl g f

o T 3

. i

" L] o = - H

i i pe 4
. . DL 106-20461 -~ ) 1

P ok s a "San Francisco queer,” to Snllas ;

somC consacts in the homosexual fraternitics. Prrica 3

has reportedly previously lived in Dallas and hos Leen ,7 o
used in a2n undercover capacity by the Dallas police Depaw. - neiih
ment, possibly the Ilomicide LCurecau, P . - e i
- @
e mry v - 3
i 7oAy S

g
i
T
3
T e isiaikiinidt BT el S.ecting OSWALL l
Lo T oI h New Orleans, later in Dallas, nis meeting with ,i
.~ RUDY and alleged homoscxual conncctions sezween OSWALD and T s
3 - RUBY. . ] e . WS % 5 _ z
el Ve I o sarelt he should acdvizc the 1
. © . Dallas FBI Oiiice of "liie" .wgazine's intenticn; 2nd 3
) statce =e does not personally pelieve there is ziything 3
to th2 alierctions of homoscixuality or, in fact, %o the :
e o allcaatioas ¢ various authcrs who would raise the question a
g - of more thua onc assassin, znd the CSWALD - RUBY associztion, B
nol SR - ] _ o ‘ = ‘
- L) oo dstated. tiicy in this coanection, he his - j
: comc into possession o infoosation that FRANK O'COWNON 3
formcs New York District Attcracy and Deuosratic candiilie 3
for ~csexno, came upon inforz~tioa & few years &0 whica !
jgen-irice Ty as an ccelive .cnosexual pazcicipant, 3

cccording tolamuiirtgg was a formexr No. Yook 3
Assc.s.yman, but did ncy secc a second texs. azcer nis ool.o- H
T sexual connections were discovered and the venccratic {
s - organization had prevailed cn him not to xua Jow re-cl.ctict . £
.I.— i e g g 3 i 'n'!"";-ro-l-‘ e @ mvede (0 g f

: i ot 2150 me=---oned the sllezations rezorte. .

. me.&2 by some persons that they saw smoxt scaiiny Zrom & poLie ;
° pea:r the railroad overpass we.5t of the Tc.os Igaoo. LBoox -
... Depezitory Building at the v.me the aszo3sinfs SR0Us WiED i

tasmoidiio, fizsc, He stated that a GECAIGE A, DAVIZ, a Ualown Terr.nal :
oo T employee who has not becs irtervieweé, ios reportadly stated i
e - = e e e e s bt e ) . . - R o woT 4
. . i e o S S Sl i

- -2- R T é
e e : i B e o ol M1 T |
_.h_' - g o i
Sy e s e y TR
Gl T i ,-‘. 3

e S oo™ . :
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' tha% <3¢ smoke referved %o probably came from .nc Aotorcvc;axf“
of a So.ias police officesr named HARKNLESS, .

it not be dissemlnnucu ouiside the Bu:eau.

.

'. Tho nbovo dnta .l.s Iurnishad tho Buro-xu for 1ts
information, and is not being 1ncorporatcd in an LIL{ in
view of the fact it e adspccifically requested that

-

4T - ' whe a wse
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7 [raRay . _ )
: - o F— e
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- I 3 : 3 Rnanl, Y * »

: R e R e ] j.n g4
'_.-,’;_o:.: ..;. (|'2. .._.;;.?.'-' & .' S { tf!. ;' /’ L
£ S YRS, o ¥ % / 1_.

5 t s » ”

e - o o ik PR N :
_--..J-:::!‘:::.I-d.. ALY R v i Tl PO o) f/
I.',-., S T L-},{/;; y / : .
, eotionad fadivl ¢zl kas sent four letters tQ the iredion,

*79 of ~ALEL ':1='-e Mco".rea c.. Tacembar 14th 2ad fie ramalning to oo
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FROM .='_.._ D. C. Morrel@wy o e e mﬁé
squE(_:r: ' ROBERT\EEK STy ety :

. FREDERIC, MICHIGAN

-n.i.u.-n.u...d--;‘l-"uﬂm‘a.-l.&swt BN T

- By letter dated December 15th correspondent noted &
he had heard ona evening newscast the Director's remarks that %
C"Lee Harvey Oswald was not in conjunction with outside help in the E
~assassination of John F., Kennedy." Meek then noted " Mr. Hoover,
you should have szud “"as far as I know of.' There are many factions 1
in this nation of ours, and I am sure you are not acqualnted with them 3
all, " Meek is not identifiable in Bureau files. . :
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In view of the tenor of Meek's letter it should not be
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FROM C MQ nes . R Bl s : . . Motmes — i

,sun.lsc'r ‘ "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT" O R, i et

"~ BYWILLIAM MANCHESTER I s R 77 ""c”""'"-!.

| o e - ,7 _ ." 2 j

: (D] [’} f]_u'n‘lu {Iu.‘t K / SYNOPSIS REC‘ 5 /// Q ‘;

-~ .4; r 3 YA iy o Liid " E
i Pesid e detn sl bty 20 AN L..__

review of the galley prqofs for,'{‘;[.ook" magazine|s version of "The/Death of _
a President” by WilliamXJanchester--with particular reference té trjticisms of

“Lyndon™Johinson, references to thE\FBI and other items of pertmenc e to the | 1
Bureau. ; : e ‘ .

The purpose of tjis memorafndum is to set forth a '}

.

\s The "Look" magazine version is divided into four insiallments
! the Iirst of which is scheduled for publication in the January 24, 1967, issue ¢ \
) l of "Look." The four installments cover (1) the hours immedmtely precedmg
i John and Jackie Kennedy's trip to Texas in November, 1963, and their ‘ o
! - arrival in Texas; (2) the morning and afternoon of the assassinanon, (3) oy
s activities and animosities during the immediate post-assassination hours af Tyt
' ~- 3 - Parkland Hospital in Dallas, in the Presidential airplane at Dallas, and u}\c ;
. ..+~ during the flight to Washington; and (4) events in Washington during the ho
.. . " immediately following the return of the Presidential airplane--with particular
- reference to the tensions and antagonisms which arose between the hennedg
75 clique and the new J ohnson admlnistration. o 'i
"uruu‘. BEWND pILpe . ‘ : ' ' :
N “I'he "Look" version contains infrequent backhanded rvIerenc;s
" to the FBI. Manchester twice cites a so-called favorite joke of John F. %"
Kennedy in which Kennedy would state that the three most overrated things
the world were the State of Texas, the FBI and the political wizardyof -
Lyndon Johnson (or anything else which came to mind). Manchester notes
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“"M. A, Jones toWickmemo -~
RE: “THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT"

s, Ml SR B L T e e = R PEET
. es

: - that the Director wa.s the first person to tell Robert Kennedy that th;
President had been shot--but the Director did not personally visit
Kennedy to express his sympathy. He also states that in the hours

immediately following the assassination, President Johnson "applied the o

Johnsonian cattle prod to J. Edgar Hoover" in connection with the FBI's
investigation of the assassination, Manchester further makes reference to
FBI Agent James Hosty, rwho had questioned Lee Oswald after his return
from Russia," watching President Kennedy from the curb in Dallas at
12:24 p.m. on November 22, 1963, and then stepping into a grill for lunch,
gt The first two installments of the 1,00k" version contain
considerable "small talk" about Texas Governor John Connally, Texas :
Senator Ralph Yarborough, and the City of Dallas, The third and fourth
installments begin to point up the antagonism and bad feelings which

- .~ erupted during the immediate post-assassination period between the Ken.nedf

' - ¢lique and the new Johnson administration.

Jse e e e . Several pages of the galleys, including those containing
‘. statements and conclusions concerning the animosity between the Kennedy
s . and Johnson groups, bear handwritten notations in the margins. In )
. - . several instances these include the word "cut,” The effect which these

"_s _ notations will have on the final published version is unknown. .~ 7 e

v precs

e s et W F et
“% * OBSERVATION:

i e The “"Look" version of Manchester's book reflects that the
. book will appeal to "gossip-artists" and others with small minds. It isnot

' the scholarly, definitive treatment which many persons had hoped Manchester
" would present, and it is obvious that there were many more members of the

. Kennedy clique than the Johnson group among Manchester's sources.
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: ‘M. A, Jones to Wick memo B P
. RE: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT"

R~ e

. DETAILS: - T R g
g S VA G e L et

Ao Part 1 (pages 1-30) of the uncut "Look'* magazine version

~ of William Manchester's forthcoming book on the Kennedy assassination $EA
describes the departure of President Kennedy and his party from Sty
Washington, D. C., in November, 1963, for a political trip to Texas. The
narrative contains comments relative to the President's arrival in :

~ San Antonio and ends with the Presidential party reaching the Hotel Texas .
in Fort Worth on the evening of November 21, 1963, = e Mg

Specific points felt to be pertinent--includiné items critical ~

of Lyndon Johnson, as well as mention of the FBI--are as follows:

-

- Pagel -~ The President felt he was making an unnecessary trip to

. : Texas. In one of his "tart" jokes, the last line of which
could be adapted to this occasion, he remarked that the
three most overrated things in the world were the State of

ST P e S e L Texas, the FBI and the political wizardry of Lyndon Baines

7 Johnson. T e 8 . S e e

Page 4 ol Mentioﬁ lé made af -Jo_h_n_F. Kennédy’s plans for a second -

4 5 7 L 50T wanted to Mbow ow " as Attorney General and would ask to be
GF I el Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs.

Page 5 -- Texas would be rough. At the Los Angeles convention in

: Ao 1960 where Johnson had attempted to secure the Precidential
nomination for himself, Kennedy himself had been smitten by
Johnsonian partisans led by Governor John Connally who

~ spread rumors that he would not live out his first term
because he was "diseased.” el pi & 25 o g

] et I e S semioe 79 _i.... CONTINUED - OVER  etcrllogr it
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term as President. According to Manchester, Robert Kennedy



s e M. A. Jor-les to Wick memo -
o RE: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT"

P
fa's

Page 6 -~ A notation in the margin of this page reflects that ;

A e Lyndon Johnson definitely would have been John Kennedy's
selection as a running mate in 1964, This page also .
begins an unflattering description of Texas Governor John
COImauy. : - : - s

3 _ '
PO PR roR e, wRE Y- R AR S e td

Page 8 ~-- Manchester takes minor exception with the Warren
Commission--""The Warren Commission reported that
the luncheon site (in Dallas) was selected by the Secret
Service with (Kenneth) O'Donnell’s approval. This is
incorrect. The decision was a political decision, made
by politicians.” <. e A1

- .” Page10--  Manchester states that the Warren Commission, ten
B W T ' months after the assassination, found "no evidence' of
L any connection between Lee Harvey Oswald's crime and
the ""general atmosphere of hate' in Dallas. According
to Manchester, the Commission's "verdict was influenced
by expediency." : ;

- -3 . Page 16 -~ Senator Ralph Yarborough, in his political fight with -
. Governor Connally, had learned the details of a trap iR
o Connally had laid for him. The more Yarborough thought

about it, the more wrathful he became. "Connally and
Johnson~-for he held the Vice President guilty as a co-
conspirator--were as black as a Republican’s heart."

Page 18 ~-- Mention is made of Presidential activities in San Antonio;
L stress is laid on the alleged feud between Yarborough and
Connally, Reporters allegedly saw Yarborough avoiding the
Vice President, and they decided to call it a snub. "Connally
was to blame, ‘but Connally was safe and snug in the big
Lincoln; it was Johnson who was losing face.”
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M. A. Jones to Wick memo
RE: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT"

Page 20-- The Presidential party arrived in Houston, Texas. ‘The Pz esu]ent
gt sent for Vice President Johnson, both of whom were staying at the
F . ©_ - Rice Hotel. Ina conference in the Presidential Suite the two men
St became involved in a disagreement. Mrs. Kennedy was in the
next room although she was aware of "raised voices." Hotel
servants heard Yarborough's name mentioned several times.
""Johnson controlled his celebrated temper in his chief's presence,
but in the words of one man on duty outside, "He left that suite like
a pistol.' ' After the Vice President left, Jacqueline Kennedy
commented ""He sounded mad, " whereupon the President looked
: amused. "That's just Lyndon. But he's in trouble."

Page 23-- Manchester mentions that nine Secret Service agents "were out on
* the towrl’in Fort Worth, the evening before the President was shot,
These agents started thh beer and mixed drinks. Some of these
agents were slated for official duty the next day.

Ao ' PARTII

*

Part IT (pages 1-35) deals with events on November 22, 1963--the -
date of the assassination. Comments are made concerning the lives of
Lee Harvey Oswald and President Kennedy. This Part sets forth the actual
assassination and the taking of the President's body to Parkland Hospital.

Page 2 -- Early on the morning of November 22, 1963, President'’Kennedy = |
b T made his appearance in the hotel lobby. He appeared happy. A E:
: - reporter was struck by the difference between the President's mood
and the Vice President's, He wished Johnson a good morning.
Johnson's answer, the newsman noted, was "dour, mechamcal
perfunctory."

Pa.ge 5 -- Mention is made of a visit by President-elect Kennedy in November,
s 1960, to the LBJ ranch in Texas when Kennedy was invited by Johnson
to part1c1pate in a hunt for wild game. Kennedy was a crack shot in -
trap shooting, In one version of his "pet joke" he used to tell friends r
that the three most overrated things in the world were the State of

‘Texas, the FBI and marksmanship.

- ... Page.10--1In Dallas Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson welcomed the Kennedys for
o —-~—»H~—~ the fourth time in less ‘than 24 hours. ''Both couples felt shghtly
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M.-A. Jones to Wick memo | . Oy r ‘
RE: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT" :

silly."” Moreover, there would be two more such welcomes,

.« and Lyndon looked up at Jackie "shrugging comically at the

=7 - absurdity of it all, and she laughed."” After the Dallas airport

dy reception line broke up, Johnson's next scheduled performance
wouldn't be until that afternoon. The cheers on the other side
of the chain fence were for the President. After a token
appearance, the Vice President led Lady Bird to a convertible,
""He was so disgusted with the decline in his own political power
that he ordered the car's commercial radio turned on f ull blast
to drown out the noise of the crowd.,"

FIPE BTSN AGRRITRESS. FE- T8 LU er PR (A o

g b

T PORN TN

Page 13-- Mention is made that at 12:24 p, m., November 22, 1963, Jim Hosty,
an FBI Agent who had questioned Oswald after his return from Russia,
watched Kennedy from the curb and then stepped into the Alamo
Grill for lunch. "He had seen the President, His day, he felt, ;
was made." : : 3

’ .-‘Page 16-- A paragraph is utilized to describe the wounds inflicted by Oswald

S upon the President. Manchester's account coincides with the off 1c1al
autopsy report.

Page 18-- Manchester constantly stresses the differences between Johnson and
, Kennedy. Here he comments that one of the earliest consequences
i i of the assassination "was to become one of the most searing: a
L 1 P schism among those who were close to the Presidency.- The loyahsts
. mourning John Kennedy,could not adjust to Lyndon Johnson.* i
) Manchester then describes the confusion this schism caused among
Secret Service agents in Dallas,

Page 30-- Manchester mentions that Dxrector J. Edgar Hoover communicated
the news of the President's assassination to Attorney General a
Robert Kennedy. Mr. Hoover first called the Attorney General's
~ office but eventually located the Attorney General at the latter's
home in Virginia. Manchester makes these comments concerning
Mr. Hoover's call to the Attorney General's office: '"His delivery,
as always, was staccato, shrill, mechanical."”
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M. A. Jones to Wick memo
: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT"

PARTIN . o TR IEy se

PRRPTSRegra = W VPR

S Part III (pages 1-43) describes the harrowing hours at Parkland
Hospital, the conflict there over removal of the President's body from Dallas,
the transfer of the casket from the hospital to the Presidential plane at Love
Field. Considerable space is then allocated to a description of activities
occurring on the Presidential plane leading to the swearing in of Lyndon
Johnson as the new President. The chapter concludes with arrival of the’
Presidential plane in Washington, D. C. ‘ : : i St

T R TR A

Page 3 -- Throughout Part III Manchester constantly emphasizes the differences A
between Kennedy and his staff and Johnson and his staff. The first |
sentence of paragraph two sums up Manchester's viewpoint: "To i
those who loved John Kennedy the transition of power seemed need-
lessly cruel.” The author continues: "Consolidating the two groups
on one airplane was to prove extremely unfortunate and aspects of
~ Johnson's behavior in a very understandable state of shock may have
. proven exacerbating, but the difficulty there was largely one of ;
" manners and mannerisms. Johnson was not himself that afternoon--
no man was himself then." : '

~ Page 4 -- In the second paragraph from the bottom the FBI is briefly mentioned.
It is stated that during 2 Cosmos Club meeting, brought to the FEBEI's
attention some six months after the tragedy, Major General Petro A.
R del valle, USMC (ret.), a former commanding officer of the First ~
. Marine Division, told an admiring group of retired officers: "It was '
- : the hand of God that pulled the trigger that killed Kennedy." :

Page 5 -- Another telephone conversation between Director J, Edgar Hoover
and Attorney General Robert Kennedy is reported. Mr. Hoover

again called Kennedy at the latter's Virginia home telling the Attorney
General that his brother was dead. ' 'The President's dead, *he
said snappily and hung up." Manchester then adds,'He (Mr. Hoover)
expressed no compassion; he did not seem to be upset, His voice,

as the Attorney General recalled afterward, was 'not quite as excited
as if he were reporting the fact that he had found a Communist on the .
faculty of Howard University.' Ordinarily garrulous, Hoover had
suddenly turned curt with his superior."

' Lr —
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M. A. Jones to Wick memo
RE: "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT" i
i SR ' "It would be charitable to attribute the swift change 1
EAREEN to the stresses of that afternoon. Yet although Bob Kennedy con- 4
St tinued in the Cabinet for over nine months, Hoover, whose office i
... was on the same floor, never walked over to offer his condolences. :

' One of his assistants wrote Kennedy a moving letter, and the agents ,'af

in the FBI's crime squad sent him a message of sympathy, but their i

Director remained sphinxlike," P g o s Gl B i A

4 H

(Marginal notes, apparently from an editor, indicate
that the material in the above two paragraphs is to be cut. It is not
clear whether the two complete paragraphs are to be omitted or
whether the sentence "He expressed no compassion; he did not seem
to be upset" will still remain from the final two paragraphs.)

B e R

(This reflects the same distortion and pettiness that
led Robert Kennedy, or 2 member of his staff, to falsely assert to
RS- "Newsweek" magazine in the Fall of 1964 that the Director did not
- ' send Robert Kennedy a letter of condolence at the time of John
’ Kennedy's death, That false statement was very effectively refuted
by the Director.) : -1

b ol wiAE

ey

Pages 26-38--In these pages a detailed account is given of events occurring on
the Presidential plane at Love Field, Dallas. Both Johnson and his staff and
Mrs. Kennedy, the President's body and members of the Kennedy staff are
_ aboard. All through this description Manchester emphasizes how-Mrs, Kennedy's
"~ - privhcy was invaded by Johnson and his -staff and how the holding of the plane
in Dallas so Johnson could take the oath of office caused deep concern and
anguish to Mrs, Kennedy and her {riends. g - ‘

Pages 26-27--Upon arrival at Love Field, Mrs. Kennedy wanted to be by her- !
g self for a few moments in the Presidential plane, She entcred her
bedroom and, to her amazement, inside she found, "sprawled across
the bedspread, ' Lyndon Johnson dictating to a secretary. 2
Mrs, Kennedy came to a dead stop. The new President "heaved
himself up and hastily lumbered past her."” The secretary also left
the bedroom. B ' .

_Page 27-- Considerable space is now devoted to explaining conflicting orders
s "=’ .. tothe pilot of the Presidential aircraft. The Kennedy party, now ;
e ----- that the President's body was aboard, desired to leave Dallas = -

-
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