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The President'’s Commission met, pursuant to recess, l
Ay

at 11:45 A.M. in the interrogation room of the Dallas County

10 | Jail, Main & Houston Streets, Dallas, Texas. e o F
T U 4
T——=—-~.1N 1 . = PRESENT:
12 Chief Justicebnaz}f./v‘m\rrén“‘“ T el "

n . J. Lee'Rafikin, General Counsel

-

u Congressman Gerald R.’Ford, Michiganw.
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Elmer W. Moore, Special Agent, U. §. Secret Service
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‘ 16 . ‘ Joseph A. Ball, Staff Counsel i~ - - - e T
; i Arlexx'/"s;;ecter, staff Counsel oo '
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Robert G._.)“s/torey, Counsel ~ ~ - ... : _}
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o Leon Jaworski, cOunsel

-

Ji Bowie, Assistant Dlstr:.ct Att:orney

’

Joe H/ Tonahill, Counsel represem::.ng Jack Rnb}'

Sheriff Bil‘fDecket ) =

BE. L.’iaolman, Chief Jailer
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2 MR. JACK!RUBY: Without a lie detectcr tost on my

3 testimony, my verbal statements to you, how do vou know if

4 X am telling the truth? ) e i) r.

$ . MR. TONAHILL:

Don't worry about that, Jack.

MR. RUBY: Just a minute, gentlemen.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: = You wanted to ask something,

did you, Mr. Ruby? e g

.. <3

MR. RUBY: I would like to be able to gct a lie

R detector test or truth serum of what motivated me to do
what I did at that particular time, and it secxs as your‘
get fm:'ther into someﬁhing, even though yoﬁ knbyv w]v-;at” you
did, it operates against fou somehow, brain washes YOu’,-‘ -
that you are weak in what you want to tell t'he vtrut}L‘ |
about and what you want to say which is the truth. ,

confidence in the lie detecto: test and the truth ser‘im S

and so on.

el Bkl G v

et R

 , CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I can't tell you just how "

iy
¥t
4,

much confxdence I have in it, because it depends so much_"':_

on who is ta‘king it and so forth. - | .

But I will say this to you, that if you and'your CA

counsel want any kind of test, b w:.ll arrange 1t fo? ’you.‘“'

.

I would be glad to do that, if youwant it. :

-

I wouldn‘t suggest a 1xe detector test to t:estify




C SR
the truth. We will treat you just the same as we do any

other witness, but if you want such a test, I will arrange

for it.

MR. RUBY: I do want it. Will you agree to that,

Joe?

MR. TONAHILL: I sure do, Jack.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:-: Any kind of a test you want
to verify what you say, we will be glad to do;~vw”1{f'(i

MR. RUBY: I want it even if yon put me into a
sort of drowsiness o0 you can éuestion‘me as.tO'anything>
pertalnxng to my 1nvolvement in this partlcular act.. .

MR. TONAHILL: Jack, you have wanted to ao tnat
from the very beginning, haven't you?

MR, RUBY: Yes.r And the reason why I am asking

for that is, -- are you linited for time?

|CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mo, we have all the time -
| you want. | ‘> 45 R |

MR. RUBY: As it started to trial -- I don t<know
if you realize my reasoning, how I happened to be 1nvolved -
I was carrzed away tremendously emotionally; and all the

‘ ' ] l\ “ \ : - s;;,, SR
time I tried to ask Mr)rBelli I wanted to get u; and say 5

o ———

the truth regarding the steps that led me to do uhat I
have got involved zn, but since I have a spotty background

1n the night club business, I should have becn the 1ast

RN R AR S " -

person to ever want to do something'that I had been involved




in.
In other words, I was carried away tremendously.
You want to ask me guestions? ot

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You tell us what you want,

and then we will ask .you some questions.

MR. RANKIN: I think he ought to be sworn.

MR. RUBY: Am I boring you? C

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN<Y Go ahead. All r;'i.ght; I’rr._.
Ruby, tell us your story».' R R AR

MR. RUBY: That particular morning -=- where is
Mr. Moore -- I had to go down to the News “Bu:'leing;," gettin-gy"“
back to this -- I don't want to interrupt. ,f a

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: what morning do g'ou mearp |

e e

MR. RUBY: Friday morm.ng, the startmg of the o

D e e s

tragedy;

Mr. Belli evidehtly 4id not go into my ca:“éa -r.‘}{&reugh]_.y
circumstantially. If he had gone into it, he uouldn‘ ’ﬂ
have tried to vindxcate me on an insan:.ty plea to’ relxeve ﬂ

me of all resmns:.bility, because c:.rcumst;ant).ally everything

looks so bad for me.

Had nr. Belli spent more time w:.th me, he would have'_;,f

qﬁ T

realized not to try to get me out completely free; ’ at the '

. ),IQ"_W. By N g;? ;;.;“, [

.time we are talking, tec‘hnically, how attorneys operate.‘ T
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‘EﬁIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I uneerstand.

MR. RUBY: Different things came up, flashed back
into my mind, that it dirtied my background, th;;:gr. Belli
and i decided -- oh yes, when I sent to say that I Qanted
to get oﬁ the stand and tell the truth what happeneéithat
morning, he said, *“Jack, when they get you on the sﬁaﬁd, 
you are actually speaking of a premeditated érime that you

involved yourself in.*
* 4

‘
1
i

i

But I dxdn't care, because I wanted to tell the txuthi

He said, "when the Prosecution gets you on the stand,

L 4

“they will cut you to ribbons.™
So naturally, I had to retract, end he‘fough£ $is
wa; to try to vindicate me out of this particular cfiﬁe.“‘
You follow that? - . .. -
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I do 1ndéed."' B
MR. RUBY. I want you to questxon me and requestxon
me on anything you.want, plus the fact I do want the tests

when they are avaxlable.‘gA.ykn

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes. "1 =

: J N "~,..
s MR. RUBY: On Friday, the mornxng parade - this‘ﬂ

EA e e s

goes back to Thursday night, because 1t has somethxng to

do with it. it et

We were havxng dxnner at the Bgyptlan Restaurant -

vc_, s
an e‘.,.., e

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Right now, Mr. Ruby, before

we get started taking your testlmony, would you mxnd bexng

L 0%, gy .
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sworn? (J

(Chief Justice warren ana Jac(RJ Ruby staac. and both

i

raise their right handg.)

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Do you solemnly swear that

the testimony you are about to give before the Commission

will be the tfuth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth,
80 help you God? B
MR. RUBY: I do.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: :!ew‘will yox; Flease state
whei;her the things you have just told us are Fr.u‘e_:‘?pder,g;’

“your oath?

——
T —

—— e,

MR, RUBY: I do s0 state they.are t.he truth.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Now you complete whatever

story you want to tell. e L , :

MR. RUBY: All right.: Thursday night I was
having dinner at the Egyptian Restaurant on nockmgbxrd

Lane, and a fellow comes over to the table. -1 was sitti

- ‘. - -

with a guy by the name , of RalﬁﬁfPaul. “He tr:.ed to invi:

-».k,,,

me to the club a couple of doors down and I refused

because he had taken ‘a band away from me that had been

..»gv“;.'.

vengaged for seven yearﬂa and 1 felt it uas 2 1°st cause,

that the Club would be failing because °f *‘h“' “‘"‘ Ie

of excused myself and I refused to go ovgzj t.o}:he Club.’

and I wem‘. do‘m 4t° the

We fxnisbed our dxnnera
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Master of ¢/ monies happened to be therﬁm i

we discussed a few things. _ ‘ ' -

And there is a columnist by the name of Ton‘}‘j"'zQppi -
and prier to that, I wrote out a full page copy of this builé
-= I have the copies -- as an MC, and I brought a picture
and brochure, and Tony said, *I will write a story." ;

This was done two days prior to this Thursday might.

So then I went down, so we discussed it and were -
very much disgusted with Tony because he only gave us a
build of one or two lines.

Well, I retired that night after closing the" Cl(ib.

Then I knew I wanted to go back to the Morm.ng News Bu:.ldmg

T e,
———
T

<o get the brochure I left, and also this complete page of

longhand writing describing the various talents of this -

| . e

Bir_ljnguarr.‘ i N N S

I picked up the brochure that Friday snox:nihg, and

I also had business at the News Building on Friday because

that is the start of the weekend, which is vefy lucrative,

the weekend. T | S B

, I have ways of mak:.ng my ads of where they have a ..

.way of selling t:.he product I anm produczng or' putt:mg on ‘

on the show. ° -
" 80 I went down there Friday morning to Tony prPi's

office, and they said he went to New Orleans fo'rb A @couple ,
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q I r°cked up the brochure. I(“’.leve I got downtown
there atéﬁ :30 or 11:00 o'clock that morning. And I took
the brochure and then went into the main room where wa compose

our ads. That is the sales room where we placed our ads.

12 |

{ work for the fellow and we have been advertismg him for t‘hat

| talking there.

And I remained there for a while. I started to write
the copy of my ad.

Now I go back to the same fellow that wanted me to
come over to the Club when we were having our dinner on
Mockingbird at the Egyptian founge. s

I came to the desk and I wanted to apologize ,axid ’ﬂ

explain why I didn't accept his invitation last night. I

wanted to explain, and that took about twenty or twentv-fxve
minutes. . All this is pe:tazning to everything prior to the

tet:;ble tragedy that happened.

I started to explain to h:un why I didn't want to go ‘
thete, because this fellow mentzoned - 'rony, I thmk - I

can't think of his last name -~ of me havxng his band so many

¥

years, and I felt at the moment I dxdn't want to go over to

the Club because I didn’t

care to meet this fellow, T

/‘}r g, v

Club, tnd I am putting out a night club book.»

I remained w;th him for twenty or twenty-f;ve mi.nutes .

1 don'g know whether my ad was completed or'

And he started to apologize, "Jack, I am sorry, I d:Ld

Sk
g

It was an ad on the Vegas and the calleuse'i-z;}iyf‘:'h'

e
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My ads were completed, I believe, and after finishing

| my conversation with Him, he left.

Suddenly the man that completes my ads for me,'that

| helps me with it on occasion == but I usually make it'up

myself -- but the person that takes the money for the ads --

this is the reason it is so hard for me to meet a deadline

when I get downtown to the News Building. And as a rule,

i S

| I have to pay cash for my ads. e ,'gi

‘When you are in debt, it is necessary, and they will

not put it in unless you pay caSh.

And consequently, the weekend, I had beeh'to tOWn on
that particular day. All thzs adds up later on, as I-uull

state why I didn't go to the parade.

In the first place, I don’'t want to go where there is

| big crowds. I can't explain it to you. If I was interested

I would have seen it on televieien, our beloved presiﬁcnt__i.

and all the paraée that transpiréd,'eﬁi"vﬁjﬁ'ef Lfﬂfgyﬂi.k
\But all that.adds'ﬁp why it is importane for ﬁeeco be

in the News Building. | IR ‘

RO R

I owe the government quite a bit of mohey,'ana it'is'

L)

?»doxng busxness out of your pocket, supposedly, 1n the slangffe

.-

e

Well,,John lewman ; comes in, and ev1dent1y he took 1t :
for granted I fznished my ad, and I don't recall if he paidv

for his ad, and suddenly there is some mxlling around.k‘ I

TSR I
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think it was(v’z :00 or fifteen minutes a{(-!r 12:00, I don't

o

recall what, but John Newman said someone had becen shot.

] And I am sorry, I got carried away. It is the firet

: time I got carried away, because I had been under prés;ngg. u
And someone else came running over and he said a .
| Secret Service man was shot,.or something to that effect.
And I am there in the middle with John Newman, because

Newman isn't paying any attention to anyone else, and there

is a lot of going back and forth. N

B A

S50 someone must have made a statement that Governor

‘Connally was shot.... I don't recall what was said. #And I

was in a state of hysteria, I mean. -

You say, “Oh my God, it can't happen.*

crazy sayings.

There was & little television set in one office}nbt -

far away from where I had been sitting at the desk. I ran

over there and noticed a little boy and a lictle sister say;

2 e standzng right there when it happened. ‘ I mean,i;‘

different thlngs you hear on the televisxon.'u '

»

You carry on

;'«‘- LE RN & AN
o\{’q(k}xy I“

;
J
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A

and come back and pay the balance.f» T

.transpired;

1 fexplain the story?

2 CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You are(%ging very well. I
3 || can understand why you have to reflect upon a story of that

4 }l length.

S5 MR. RUBY: The phones were ringing off the desk

E¢ calling various ads, and they were having a turmoil in that

7 j News Building because of a person by the name of Bernard

B

NAY .
8 AWe;smaQ_placzng that particular ad, a full page ad.

I am sure you are familiar with the ad.

.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I am. - . -3

'MR. RUBY: Criticizing a lot of things about our
beloved President.
i gentleman walked over to another part of the room, and I :
heard John Newman say, "I told him not to take that ad.
Something to that effect. '

Then he said,"WEIl, fou have seen him pay part cash

Now everything is vety vague to me as to when‘ihis

after they heard the President had been“shgt.“A

CHIEF JUSTICE WARRBN' ‘Yés.

‘Then John Newman and I and another - -

!
{
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| had passed away. In the meantime, I became very emotional.
| I called my sister at home. She was carried away terribly

| bad. And John Newman happened to be there, and 1 know it

i is a .funoy reaction you have, you want other people to feel
that you feel emotionally disturbed the same way as other

| people, 80 I let John listen to the phone that my sister wes
| crying hystericeny. .

| And I said to John, I said, John, I vill have to '  3

| leave Dallas.®” I don't know why I said that, but it is a

| funny reaction that you feel, the City is terribly let down

by the tragedy that happened.

And I said, “"John, I am not opexu.ng up toxught.”

And I don't know what else transpired there. .. I know
people were just heartbroken. , ‘-
I left the roou;. I may have left out e few t.hings..‘

| mr. Moore remenbers probably more, but Y°“ come b“k and

PR

| questi.on me and maybe I can answer those questzons;
I left the build:.ng and I went down aod I'got my;‘.cox’:,w{“‘
and I oouldn't stop crying, because naturally when I pulled

v up to- a Stop h.ght and other people would be adjacent to me,

I wouldn't want them to see me cry:.ng, because it looked kind

of artific:l.al.

And I went to the CIub and I came up, and I may‘have

i made a couple of calls from there. I could have called my

- '_
-

! colored boy, Andy, down at t:he c1ub. I oould'ﬁave ;--'x don't
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g Q )
know who e s:e I would have called, but could have, because
it is so long now since my mind is very much warped now.

You think that literally?

-

I went up to the Club, and I told Andy, I saie, "’c‘all
everyone and tell them we are not opening.”

We have a little girl in Fort Worth I wanted to make
sure he called her. . |

And a fellow by the name of Bell called and wanted to

a
- o * .

know if we were open. .1' e

g, ‘
And_xathﬂlsay_ called, and I said, “Definitely not.”

-———--And I called Ralph Paul, that owns the Bull Pen. . He

said, A"Jack, being as everyone else is open" -- because he
knows I was pressed for money -- and I saigq,_ "ﬁo, iaalph, X
can't open." | | | . '~ / -

He said, *"Okay, if that is why, t:hat4 is i:he way it;s
got to be.* o - | N
. B0 in the meant:lme, I had gone with Alexchols for

—— -4

sometime, and I called her on the phone but she wasn't there,

g TR R ““'“*‘--w\f.,'-g(,'. .'- )‘ el

i but I left the number on the pay phone for her to return t:he

]

call, because 1 dxdn't want to keep the busmess phone tied

ol

up: And I hadn't spoken to ‘her in maybe nine months or a

year. I don't know what I sazd to her, not many w°rds, but

G oben oY

just what happened. S

I still remained around t:he Club there. I Symwsure I

- . .- < B A AP
E BN S

| was crying pretty bad. 'I think I made a long distance call

en
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known him in the days back in Chicago when we were very young,

|

{ he makes a very legitimate livelihood at this time.
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to Callforxgia. This fellow had just Csited me, and I had

o, WY Vg R T R I S L Ry RPN Ay r
b TRPNSR 2%

(w

Ce v

in the real tough part of Chicago. - His name is Al‘IGruber.
He was a bad kid in those days, but be is quite

reformed. He is married and has a family, and I am sure 4

He happened to come through a couple of nights prior

to that to try to interest me, or four or five days prior to

that, to interest me in a new kind -~ you follow the story "'.‘s;%,
: : N By &

as I tell it?

"o CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: -- YeS. . . e
MR. RUBY: It is important, wvery important. = It is
on a new kind of machine'thAt washes cars. You pay with

tokens. It is a new thing. I don't know if it faded out

T
or not. He tried to interest my brother, Sammy, because

: SN e
Bammy sold his Washateria. . ~~. = - e el

And my sister was in the ‘hospital when he fxrst came 1

: .«1*-—?,‘,;«“

I am goi.ng back a little bit. Sammy dldn t go to the ”

hospital, and we needed t:o sell Sammy about thxs particulat”

thlng, and that is the reason Al Gruber canme i.nt:o the picture,
because 'he came to try to interest my brother Sammy i.n this '

new Washateria deal to wash cars.

-

He left and went to California, but: before he went:

" . At
et e

to California I promised hin my Dachshund dog. .

!' " et ‘

When this thing happened P called him. He said, “Yesd,

1 Pk

’r‘h‘. .'t‘: ‘
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we are just watching on television.* And I couldn't carry
on more conversation. I said, "Al, I have to han%..:.{
Then I must have called my sister,r.li:’:lleen, in Chicago.
Then a fellow came over to deliver some merchandiee’;<-'.
I had ordered over the phone, or Andy ordered. And ;e ‘said,
*What is the use of purchasing'any merchandise of iny kinti,
we are not interested in }business." And I don't recall what

I said, but I told him whatéver money he received, to keep _

. » =
- AU - &

the ehange. I am not a philanthropist, but nothing bothered

me at the time. I wasn't interested in any g.

g - -~

it e o e o o b e e s g+

. ‘l.'hen I kept calh.ng my n.ster, Eva, because she wanted

me to come be with her. _ SRR ‘":j_],'

Fva and I have a very complex personalief. Very
rarely can I be with her, but on this particular occasxan,
since she was carrying on so, I felt that I wanted to be with
someone that meant something to me. - I wanted to be Qith her.

And I kept calling her back, "I w:.ll be there. _ And
0 on. But I never 4aid get there until a couple of ho_u:e .
s . e o NE :

Y - : PR T L e ey U e e

R ¢ t:.nally left the Club. I am sure you gentlemen can

| brief in all the t‘hings that happened before. ‘ A kxd ‘by the

CH . T -

‘ name ‘of Larry up there, I think I told 'him to send the dog

' a‘bou’c everything. _ R

» }\

they crated to find out about the pr:.ce - very impulsz.ve

Then I left the club. And I had been dieting, but

ROTEE ot - g deni Uilieuid jakaiotnichia o YRR b 2t B i taine 2. i s Lt o
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I felt I wanted some food. I can't explain it. It would
be like getting intoxicated at that particular time. It is
amusing, but it is true, ‘

I went over to the Ritz Delicatessen a block and a
half away. Must have bought out the store, for about t;.en

{ dollars' worth of delicacies and so on. Went out to ny |

| sister's and stayed at her apartment.

Oh, I called from the apartment ~- my sister knew more

_" J

| of my calls than I dia. I remember X th:.nk I called - I

can't think of who X called.

e AL o 1 et A o+ S g 8 s 3

Anyway, I am sure I made some calls of what had happene
| there. Somebody will have to piece me together from the

| time I got to my sister‘'s apartment where I had partaken of

| the food. - | | o S

Oh yes, I called Andy. This And\y*Armstrong called

-

i me and said, *DonjSafran wants you to call him.A

This is rare for this gentleman, because he is a fﬁ,ﬁfj_
' columnist for the Dallas Times Berald, because he never could
get out any copy for my Club. ) And he sazd, "Don Safran

Vg oy
wants me to call him. / Feta

SRR

I called him, and he aaid, "Jack, are you go:.ng to be
closed tonight?" = '» BT . v

R SN

I sald, "Yes.,*

Room, are 9°1n9 to be closed. v

o T

je: 2




I said, "pon, I am not asking you about any Clubs tl

are going to be closed. I kxnow I am going to be closed.*
And he said, "Jack, that is what I want to know.*
And I said, “"You don't have to prompt me about who

else is going to be closed.” |

$ § I put the receiver down and talked to my sister, anc

o 71 I said, "Eva, what shall we do?*"

‘,_ s | And she said, *Jack, let's close for the three days.
=" . ' - 2
Lo o 9] She said, *We don't have anything anyway, but we owe it to

i 10 {| (chokes up).

g

"f" e 7777 go T called Don Safran back immediatel.dyand I sai.d,
B

-

=5
R TARE SO0
g SN

12 g *Don, we decided to close for Friday, Saturday and sunday.

1} And he said, "Okay.* . o " ;ff’ o "

4 " u | Then I called the Morning News and I wanted to
lf- 3':' .A, ) .. ' .3 Pl

" . 15 | definitely make sure to change a copy of my ad to "Closed
i:“', '1 i _ . 16 < Friday, Saturday and Sunday « something to that effect.
. 17 3 And it was a little late in the afternoon, but he -sa:

i .
. E PR
. . S

18 | "We will try to get the copy in.

19 | " - Then I called Don back again but couldn't get him ar

el

20 I spoke to one of his aseistants, and I said, I forget what

TR
- ’

21 § I told him. yway, hat is one of the cans I »had that

2 | had transpired. o ’ L L ﬁ,;»

Bl " I 11é down and take a nap. I wake about 7100 or

-~ A T

L S - SNV

';_‘: V u , 7330. In the meantime, I think I called - the reason thxs

iy f&.';f.j..' L. 25 | R b T N ”‘ ST T T A T TR E T

_u" _,:;.1._-"'11‘{'”’ - comes ack to M -J' g o R

. P I . 'me' : k“°"’ I was 901"9 to go to the Synagogue.
v ) ' C .

e i G T Tl o i s e BTt SO .4
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13
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I called Coleman%éacobson and asked him what time
services are tonight, and he said he didn't know.

And I said, “Are there going to be any special servic

And he said he didn't know of any.

And I called the Congregation Shearith Israel and as)
the girl, and she said, “"Regular services at 8:00 o’clock.”
And I said, “Aren't there going to be earlier service

like 5:30 or 6:002"
‘ o o F-3 -
And about 7:30 I went to my apartment. I &on't kno

if I went downtown to the Club. I know I went to my apart-

»

ment —- either to the Club or to the apartment.

And I changed, showered end shaved, and I think I
drove -- and as I drove down, theee is a ceitaie Thofnton
Freeway, and I saw the Clubs were s£i11 open going fdll bla:
a couple of clubs there. “ ; :

#nyway,ll went out to the gyeagogue and IUQEht‘throu{
the line end I spoke to 5229;7:Ilverman, and I ﬁhanked hin
for going to visit my sister at the hospital. She‘was in ¢
week prior and had just gotten out. I don't remember the

"ra«eu h-., “'-x-»‘.» o

date.

Then he had a Confxrmation - ﬁhis is the night prio:

-’

to the cOnfirmation. They serve little delxcacie

spite of the tact of the mood I was in, I strolled into the

place, and I think I had a 1itt1e glass of punéh. | Noth;ng

intoxxcating, Just a 11ttle puneh they serve there.e} I did:

. PR P P Loe
B TR AR S WO 3P I LR NS e RIS T {7 ' 3,
OFL VL SR ‘.*.,‘_.,,‘t s ;3 % i 3,‘,& . ' ».""q L* “. P ( “
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21 |

(/ (J 20

speak to anyone. One girl, Leona, said “Hello, Jack¥, and

| I wasn't in a conversational mood whatsoever.

I left the Club -~ I left the Synagogue and dercve by
the Bali-Hai Restaurant. I noticed they were Open.ve_I‘took
recognition of that. | |

I drove by another Club called the Gay Nineties, and

they were closed.

And I made it my business to drive down Preston Road.

ment was working overtime. And this is the craziest thing
that ever happened in a person's life. - I have always been"
very close to the Police Department, I don’t know'why.__i

I felt I have always abided by the law — a few lzttle
infractions, but not serious --.and I felt we have opeeof

the greatest Police forces in the world here, and I have -

always been close to them, and I visited in the office.k

And over the radio I heard they were work;ng overtxme.

I stopped at the delicatessen called Phil's on Oak

Lawn Avenue, and suddenly I decided —- I told the clerk there

R

‘ I-wanted him to make me some real good sandwlehes, about ten

or twelve, and he had already started on the sandwiches and |

F.o20 "

{ ’ e i‘v‘i""’v"m

I got on the phone.
RO ,mf’:?‘ .
I called an officer by the name cf%éxms and I said,'

B

'sims, I hear you guya are working,* and soon., I sqid,

'I want to bring _some sandwiches. 1?7ﬁiﬁff”'”.J

.
N VR [N e e . P el L
R bt i Sl 7 s o Sl e R SR 8 L R e LT L A

i,
In my mind suddenly it mulled over me that the Police Depart-"’
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1 ’f An\d he said, “Jack, we wound Up our work already. Ve
2 l wound up what we were doing. We are finished what we were
3 i doing. I will tell the boys about your thoughtfulness, and
4 { I will thank them for you."
$ | In the meantime, there is a fellow in town thar has -
6 ‘; been very good to me named Gordon}l;lcnendon. Do you know ‘him,
7 ! Mr. wWarren? - A '

' 8 f CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: ‘ I think I do not. '

b o] - MR. RUBY: He had been giving me a lot of free plfaézs.

10 | and ell the while listening to the radio, I heard about a

o .

: |
L ‘ certain disk jockey, Joj{ang, that is down at the stat;on,
12 |

|

!

|

. giving firsthand information -- I want to descn.be him -~
& | of Oswald.
i ' 7 o M Very rarely do I use the name Oswald.,“ I éon't knaw
- 15 . why. I don’t know how to explain it -- of the person Athat
, 16 I committed the act. (Pause to compose self) - "
j'; e 17 ‘ So before going down to the Police Station, It’-’}' ;'i'f’;fff:;
IR 18 i to call KLIF but can't get their number. j,‘-: A \,
" “ ‘ I wanted to bring the sandwxches to KLIF so they would
w . ] 30. i ‘h'eve the sandwiches, since they already started to ma‘ke rbem
._-‘ . 22 B And I remember Rus?‘énlght, a dxsk Jockey~ -— fhese “
” | names aren't familiar to you, but I have to mentxon them m
& . S ! ) . C e e e
U order to refresh my memory.v LT w |
;;* ) 1B . == His name was Moore, }er comethxng,‘ andﬁ]‘: tned to
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10
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12 |
- 13§
it;
15 % station so I can get in the building at this time;fj}&-?e”
16i
17 |

18 |

| after 6:00 p.m. you cannot get into the premises unlesb"jbu

| have a "hot"™ number that is right to the disk jockey room.

because I know he lives near the Synagogue out there,fand!i;

| got a little girl on the phone, and I knew they had children,

I?leid

| the end of this 1itt1e girl's convetsatxon with myself.

, was no auch nuMber,-

s v 22
get information on the telephone, but they couldn't give me

the phone number of his home.

I probably thought I could get the phone number, but
|
8o I couldn't get a hold of that.

But in the meantime, I called Gordon McLendon's home,

and I aEkethOt the numbet“for,KLIF.__,W.'.NM;..‘.«._»M.Mw
- I said, "Anyone home?”

She said, "No.*

I said, "Is your Daddy or Mommy home?* 'I‘£0tget what

transpired. I said,"I would like to get the number of the

She said she would go and see, and gave me a Riverside

exchange.

s

Mind you, this is six or seven months 5adk; gentlemen.

And I asked her'nane.' Her name was Chrxstine, I think

“I wanted to bring some sandwidhes._gii;i;jfﬂf

And that was“ |

N h" 4

And I said I wanted to go there too.‘

I called that number, as I an repeating myself.  There

It was an obsolete nuMbet' ﬂ5:”:g’”




sl il s sl qualiie & AT AR FV S RS -39 TR VWSO SRS R B AL s s S~ IS LR

. L } k)
Blclen

3 aidrich

Lo .

-« -

Y A

- " \)‘ C e N B .
gl tad Al v o

10

11

12

u

15

16

17

18

18

= [ R AR - poi . EO R P E
-y s B A s el e A e F b E p R e Tl G

r C :

‘ I go down to the == I drive by =-- I leave the
delicatessen -- the clerk helped me with the sandwiches out
to my car, and I thanked him. I told him, “These were goir
to KLIF, and I want you to make them real good."

He helped me with the sandwiches in the car.u.‘c I got
in the car and drove down toward tewn. I imagine it is
about four or five miles to the downtown section from this
delicatessen. |

But prior to going into the station, I drove npif‘f"
MeKinney.Avenue to look over a couple of Clubs to see if the
were activating.— I knew the Club across from the Phil’s
Delicatessen and I knew the B & B Reetaurant was op.e‘n.v Th:
is a restaurant and I know the necessity forv feod, but I
can't understand some of the Clubs remainmg open. _{ 'It
struck me funny at such a tragic time as that happenmg.

I drove down to Commerce and Harwood and pa‘rked ny
car with my dog. -~ 1ncidenta11y, I always have my dog w:.th 1
-= on the lot there, left the sandw:.ches in the cax:, went
into the building of the Police Station, :took the elevator
up to the second floor, and there was a polzce offz.cer ther«

'l'his is the first time I ever entered the bu:.lchng,

o5 S

gentlemen. The first time of t‘hat E'ri.day. . This ti.me it

must have been about ~- I mean the time, the ti.mel of my

entering the building, I guess, was approxunately 11:15 p.m

P . k R mmh‘,yg“w?

The offieer was there, and I said "Where 'is Joe Lon:

VR T TP LS I TUC T AR S L it
B R L Mo e P s it SO B ph,

f,;..&,_a,, ';‘ "‘J
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‘ H ’ I said, "Can I go and look for him?"
‘ 2 ’ Evidently I took a little domineering part about me,
3 ! and I was able to be admitted. I asked different‘;report:ers
4 ! and various personalities there, "Are you Joe Long?'.'..,v, and X
5 couldn’t locate\him. | -
1 I even had a polioe officer try to page him and he. .
? . couldn’t locate him. o
v 8 } I recogm.zed a couple of police officers, cal 7.Jones~
. s f and a few others, and I said "hello” to them. - ’T"" R ’9
. 10 ’ And I am still looking for Joe ILong, but I em carried
m: T T i away with the excitement of history. - R
:5 ’ 12 ? And one fellow then -- I am in the hallwey "i:}"xere -- |
“ 13 ; there is a narrow hallway, and I don’'t recali if CaptAa.irx'
: M ! Fritz or Chief Curry brings the prisoner out, aﬁd I em f
- ls standirrg about two or tﬂree feet away from him, ond chéfe‘
e 16 l is some reporters that didn't know the various pol:Lce offxcers
17 i and I don’t know whether they asked me or I volunteered t:o
. 18 ’ tell them, because I knew they were looki.ng to f.ind out who ;
C R - . i
:,,' * 19 § t-_hat was, and I said, "That was Chief Curry or "That is )
';" 20 } Captain Fritz", or whoever it was. N }
21 § I don't recall Henry wade coming out i.n t‘he hallwe;.
22} He probably did. I don't recall what happened.
’ % ' (To Joe 'ronahin') : xs that for me, Joe?
, 24 I Then suddenly someone asked, »either the Chief or
4 ; # } captain Frite, "Isn't there a.iarger room we can go 1nto?"

£ T e WATe g gt R e L R I R e i el g A B AR IR TR BTSN T R IR 2
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| time I went down to the Assembly Room.

| or Chief Curry. I know Henrijwade was there. And they
| started shouting questions and he said "Is he the one?“”‘

; And the Question about the gun.‘ ::J'

\/ &7 25
They said, “Well, let's go down to the Assembly Room
downstairs.,*

I don't know what transpired in between from the time

f that I had the officer page Joe Long up to the time'I was
| standing about three feet away from Oswald. All the things

| —= I don't recall if I am telling you everything that happened

from that time, from the time I entered the building to the

- s
L i e

I went down to the Assembly Room down in the basement.
I fe1t4perfect1y free walklng in there. No one asked me
or anything. I got up on a little table there where I knew

b ¢ wasn't blocking anyone's v;ew, because there was an .

| abutment sticking out, and I had my back to the abutment,

and I was standing there.

Then they brought the prisoner out and various

I I

guestions were being shouted. . L<;;v{c;,?,g“gﬁf~ﬁ‘

I noticed there was a chief County or Judge Dévidson,

I can't think of his name, one of these Pre;incﬁ-Court Judges,

-.» B S e

and they brought the prisoner out. ;i,isza”~~f7g“”ﬂ“f,;g'
. (, 1‘? e o
?- I don't recall if Chief Fritz, Captazn Fr;tz was there,
oo o

.
.

And they questioned Henry Wade,‘what organxzatzon dxd

he belong to", or aomething. And 1f I recall, I think




helen 'l (\ )
. 1 | Henry wWade answered, “Free Cuba”.

2 l And I corrected Henry Wade, because listening to the
;
3 | radio or KLIF, it stood out in my mind that it waé *Fair Pla:
4 : Cuba®”, There was a difference. ‘
¥ 3 I So he said, "Oh yes, Fair Play Cuba", andv kh“e! -correcte-
6 j that. | |
7 E I don't know how long we remained there. There was -
L ] l lot of questions thrown back and forth, and this Dzstrzct
9 i Attorney Henry Wade was answering them to the best he couid.
10 i From the way he stated, he let the reporters know
e 1 % that this was the guilty one that committed the .crime.‘:“
) | 12 ' . He 8peci£ica11y stated that in that room, t‘hat he was
13 | the one. L R a .
" ; It didn't have any effect in my mind, because whether

EPUUR | the person had come out, whether he come out openly and
16 | publicly stated didn't have any bearing in my mind, because

| | .
17 | I wasn't interested in anything. All I knew, they had ‘the
F

: 18 } prisoner. But the report;ers like to know where t.hey stand,
- = 19 }"is he the one?" . “ *
G 2} , We left out in the hallway, and I saw Henry Wade N

2l ' standing there, and I went over to him and saida "Henry, '

e

Ll | I want you to know I was ' the one that corrected you-, I_




eien
aidrich

-

10

1

3

i

15

16

17

. le

2l

8

(1‘ 27
that eff_st. C

In the meantime, as I leave Henry Wade, two gentlemen

.

pass by and I said, “Are you Joe Long?" He said, *No, why

do you want Joe Long?"

L}

And I said, *I got to get into KLIF. I have got some

sandwiches.*

.And he said, *what about us?*”
And I said, "Some other- time."
' S ]

And it so happened I found out Jerry‘} Gunkle andt"Sam

pease, I found out they were the names, so I 4id get the
— TFoooL
number, because these fellows work for a rival radio station,

and he gave me the number of KLIF.

And in the testimony of Joﬁ‘n"‘/autledge, if I recall
now -~ this is the only time I had ever seen this personﬂ.. ;
When I went out the railing where the phone was at, people

felt free to walk in. P TR T T e e

s e R

In other words, I felt t.har. I was deputiied asa v

reporter momentarily, you nu.ght say.

P SR N

e FEEY -Q.,‘

80 I called one of the boys at KLIF and T ca:.d to

them, *I have sandwiches for you. "' I want t:o get over there.

., i -
ST -

I said, "By t‘he way, I see Benry Wade talkmg on the phone ‘

to someone. Do you want me to get him over here?" L

And he said, "Yes, dao that. -

EY

'l'hat is when everyone was beckoning Henry wade, .and

'.,!’P,v'

p o called him over and he talked on the phone to thi.s boy.

“¥ i::"" f; i
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| minutes." That was after the conversation was f:.m.shed

which is a block away from there.

s (-’ 28

And after he finished; I didn't even tell him what

| station it was. I said, “Here is somebody that wants to

talk to you." And I felt he wouldn't turn it down.

il

And this fellow was very much elated that I brought

i him over there.

And X -aid, "Now, will you let me in?*

He said, "I will only'leave the door open for five

-

“a

; with Henry Wade.

I got ready to leave the buxldmg and I -got up to the

; next floor and there was another disk jockey at KLIF, Russ

Knight. He said, “Jack, where is everythmg happenmg?" |

| And he had a i:ape recorder. -

%

And T ca:.d, *“Come on downstairs", and led h:un down-

stairs. And there was Henry Wade sitting there. . And I

said, *Henry, this is Russ Knight.® And I left im there -

with Henry Wade, and I went to my car and drove over to kLIF,

-

, And it was a li.ttle chilly that ni.ght, as I tecall,

but by hri.nging Russ Knight over to Henry Wade, I delayed

too long to get to KLIF, and I had to wait fxfteen minutes

until Russ Knight came from finishi.ng his int:erv:.ew with

e .
- - E - . ey e R L R e
- ) . [ el e o LI : o “:

: Renry Wade. .

wn

I had the sandwi.ches with me and some soda pop and

vari.ous thi.ngs, and Russ Knight: opened the door and we went

_ug, ,\;<.. v e ". D
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(Mr. Arlen Specter, a staff Counsel, entered the ro.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: This is another man on my
staff, Mr. specter. Would you mind if he came 111?
{(Chief Justice wWarren introduced the men lr.:ound the
room. ) T

MR. RUBY: Ie there any way to get me to Washingtor
éxm:p JUSTICE WARREN: 1 beg your pardon? o 3
MR. RUBY: I.s there any way of you gettxng me to

| washington? ' . . - ‘} ..
-~ CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I don' r, know of any. ':'vail.
be glad to talk to your counsel a‘bout what the s;tuati.on is,
Mr. Ruby, when we get an opportunity to talk. )

' MR. RUBY: I don't think I will get a fa:Lr tepre-
sentation with my counsel, .‘Ioe 'l'onahill. I don‘t thlnk sc
I would like to request that I go to Washmgton and you take
.311 the tests that I have to take. - It is very 1mportant.

MR. TONAHILL: | Jack, will you tell him why you

don't think you will get a fair representatxen? '

MR. RUBY: ' Because I have been over !:‘his for 'r.he

longest time to get the l.i.e detector test. SOmebody has

been holding it back from me.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: nr. Ruby. I might say to yon

that the 1ateness of this thi.ng is not due to your counsel.

o L %, S S . “‘,vtr“ ‘,,,m;.»f;e.,. "':Z .
B L IR AT - PR Ty 3 s . Lo - i

He wrote me, I think, close to t:wo months ago and'toldﬂme

Ty,

A
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that you would be glad to testify and take, I believe he said,
any test. I am sure of that, but would be glad to testify
before the Commission.

And I thanked him for the letter. But we have been
so busy that this is the first time we have had an opportunity
to do it.

But there‘has been no delay, as far as I know, on the

part of Mr, Tbnah111 in bringing about this meetlng. It’was
- T

our own delay due to the pressures we had on us at the ‘time.

MR. RUBY: What State are you from; Congressman?

CONGRESSMAN FORD:  Michigan. Grand Rapids, Michigan

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I will be glad“ to talk that
over, if we can. Ybﬁ might go fighﬁ ahead, if you‘wish; :
with the rest of your statement. | - )

MR. RUBY: Ailytight; I remained at KLIF from'that
moment on, from the time I got into the buxldzng,‘with Russ

L4

Knight. We talked about various thxngs. e brought‘out ;

the thought of this ad that Bernard Weisman had placed Ln the

newspaper, and I also told Russ the one I admxred hy Gordon

<

McLendon.

Be came out with an edxtorial about the incxdentlwith

iy -’ivw~-

| Adlai Stevenson and all those things.’ Be as one person
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, ..tssue, all 1 have to do 13 call the newspaper and they»

\.s (J 31

that were occurring at the time, S0 I remained there until -
about 2:00 a.m. in the morning and we all partook of the
sandwiches and had a feast there. » .
And they spliced the various comments they gﬁc‘t §ack‘
and fofth of Henry Wade, of Russ Knight's copy of Rucs Kcight'q
items of Henry Wade., | |
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: M.r. Ruby, this is the young

man, Mr. Specter. He is a member of our staff, and he comes

. AN
R : B - -"?‘ M
BT |

from Philadelphia. ot sl T
(Ruby shakes hands with Mr. Specter.) |
.‘ MR. RUBY: I am at a disadvantage, gentlemen, telling
my story. | — I L
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You were right at &Ae _;oint
where you had it about 2:00 o'cloci in the mocx;ihg and you
had had your feast, as you mentioned, and had telked to these
men, and so forth. That was the last that you had told us. -

MR. RUBY: Well, lots of things occurred up to that.

They talked pro and con about the tragedy. .

At 2:00 a.m. I left the build.mg. I drove - I was

e

going to go toward the ‘I':unes Herald Buildmg, because as a -

" Ty

result -=- I very rarely go there for my weekend ad, because

R N«x“

once I get t:he ad into t:he Mcrning News, whi.ch i.s Athevearla.er

uwrw-

-
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1 And I promised one of the boys working in the Times
2 ! Herald Building there - I. was in the act, in the business of
: -3 ! a twist board deal I was promoting as a saies item by
4 E advertisement and mail order, and I had been evadiné hi:g, ]
5 ’ or didn't have time to go out there because it was veryblate
6 Il .when I left the Club, and I didn't want to stop, but becat.;se
7 " this was an early morning, I thought this would be the right
ma _. - 8 { time to go over there, plu;s the fact of changing my ad I hgd
9 ‘ in the Morning News to the closing of three days, thaut;:I T
10 ' would .go over there and maybe adla little more effectivenes-s
7 T i f o it in the vay T vanted the ad placed. T T
.' 12 i As I was driving toward the Times Her#ld with‘ the
13 I intention of doing these things, I heard someone honk a horn
i ; very loudly, and I stopped. Theré was a poliée off:.cer
- 18 ; sitting in a car. He was uztf..mg with this young lady that
N 16 ' works in my CIub, Kathy 1(ay, and they were very much carried
'* . s 3 And I was carried away; and he had‘ a few bee;é; and
- ' 18 ' it is so bad about those places open, and I was a great quy ‘
fi 20 : to close; and I remained with them -~ d:.d I tellﬂyéu thi.s |
S ‘ o _ e )

part of it?
MR. MOORE 3
MR. RUBY: I didn't tell you this part because at
'l *'. el lr
! the t:l.me I thought a lot of Har\fea@? as a police offxcer,
‘«—I: PRI I .... -
and either i.t slipped my mi.nd in telling f.his, or S.t was
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‘that" -- what? --"that started Jack off.” ‘ What is thu :

[
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more or less a reason for leaving it out, because I felt I
didn't want to §.nvolve them in anything, because it was
supposed to be a secret that he was going with this young lady.
He had marital problems. " B

I don't know if that is why I didn't tell you that.‘

Anyway, I did leave it out. His name is Harry Carlson. Her
name is Kathy Kay..

And they talked and they carried On, and they thought

R

I was the greatest guy in the world, and he stated l:hey should

cut this guy inch by inch into r"ibbons, and so on.

And she uaid, 'Well, if he was a.n England, they would
drag him through the streets and would have hung him.* I

forget what she said.

I left them after a long delay. ‘l’hey‘l.clept newfz.'c;n‘
leaving. They were constantly taliciﬁé and ‘were;‘ k‘;.nma‘ pi'et;ty
dramatic mood. They were crying and carrymgﬂ Qnt R :

I went to the building of the 'rmes Herald. I went

to the Times nerald == may I read that. Joe? nay I please?

EER NN

. {Joe Tonahill hands paper to Jack Ruby.) ' S
N MR. TONAHILL:  Sam ever get your glasses?

MR. RUBY:  Not yet. (aeadi.ng)_ “This is ‘the girl

- e

other word?

s

‘;

MR, RUBY: ‘I'hat is untrue. 'l'hat :ls what I wanted

TS NRL IRt

i hud v e . . . . . . N N L . N LY e Aas
dhir Loy ov, B2 LT TR VR SR s T S R I T WL N G e e b ety s, TS et b TR Sacab b g



Len & 34
idrich
b to read. {Throwing pad on table)
2 Gentlemen, unless you get me to wWashington, you can‘t
3 get a fair shake out of me. ) .
4 If you understand my way of talking, you have got to
8 bring me to Washington to get the tests. - S f
R Do I sound dramatic? Off the beam? :
7 . CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, you are speaking very,
lmv 8 / very rational, and I am really surprised that you can remembel
F] f: as huch as you have Aremembered up to the present tine:‘- . "?--j
! . :
10 | You have given it to us in detail. ’
T a7 me. RUBY:  Unless you can get me ‘to Washington, and
[
12 / I am not a crackpot, I have all my senses — I don't want
f
13 / to evade any crime I am guilty of. - But Mr. Moore, ‘have I
;‘ . o .
14 | spoken this way when we have talked?
= 15 . MR. MOORE:  Yes. o e
16 MR, RUBY: Unless you get me to Washington immedi-
17 /" ately, I am afraid after what Mr. Tonahill has written there,
18 § which is unfair to me regarding my testimony here, -- you all
. 18 | want to hear what he wrote? R *
¥ [ : |, CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: ~Yes, you mght reﬂd 1‘=~ o If
2 [ you need glasses again, try mine this time {handing 91“835
22 to Mr. Ruby). - e ;r
23 MR. RUBY: (Putting on’glasses)‘ "'I'hi.s i-' the qirl“
nu«.—*:zjf . : Coa ‘ . . . i ) ikl o ”ng;, .;-5
244 ... MR, TONAHILLs "thmg ’ isn'*- it? N :
& S e . . e . e ’.,".' e = ?
- ” m » . - ' N - A“‘l :“- "l ‘*”- ” :¢
» RUBY: "Thj,s :
I § i’ the thing that started Jack in i
SRR sy WERA LTI ':""'¥";"“""f§.;"
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wants,

as you suggest; maybe a truth serum, b o don't know anythi.ng

U . 35
the shooting. ‘ (_)
| MR. TONAI_*iILL: Kath‘y Kay was talking about Oswalad.

MR. RUBY: You are lying, Joe Tonahill. You are
lying.

MR. TONAHILL: No, I am not.

MR. RUBY: You are lying, because you know what )
motivated me. You want to make it that it was a premeditatid

MR. 'I‘ONAHIL-L: No.

MR. RUBY: Yes, you do.

-~

MR. TONAHILL: I don't think there was any pre-

"

meditation, but you go ahead and tell zt your way. That is

what we want you to do. 'l'hat is what the Chief Justice ”

MR. RUBY: Not when you specify this.

You are Senator Rankin? -

MR. RANKIN: ¥o, I am the General Counsel for our

Commission, Mr. Ruby... .~ .. T e

MR, 'J.‘ONAHILL: - ¥You go on and keep tell:.ng 11: down
to Caroline and the truth. T R

k]

s CHIBF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, may I suggest th:.s,

*

that i.f we are’ to have any tests, either a l.:.e detector or,~

about truth serum, ‘but i.f we are to have i.t:. we heue tb have
something to check agaimst, and we would lxke to h—ave’the

. e

rest of your stery as you started to tell us, because you ‘are,
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1 now get(é)mg down to the crucial pa() of it, and it wouldn't
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3¢

be fair to you to have this much of it and then not have the
rest.

MR, RUBY: Because the reason why, Joe knows £rbm the
time that I told Attorney Belli, and the story I wanted to
tell on the stand, and Mr. Tonahill knows this isn't the
time.” The thought never.entered my mind. He knows it.

MR. TONAHILL: I dtidn‘t say the thought entered you:

mind. I didn't say that.. s

<

R

MR. RUBY: You are inferring that.

T MR. ‘TONAHILL: Unconsc:.ously, maybe, is what I mear

e ——— e e\ a

" to 8aYe.

MR, ﬁUBY: why go. back to Friday, ooe? Lo
MR. TONAHILL: You are going to come riél;t down -
MR. RUBY: Why go back to Friday? » ;I'hat “set me o
Then it is a greater premeditatior.xlthapey.o\i know

fserve. T Lo

MR. TONAHILL: I don't say u: is premedn:ation.

never have. I don't think it is. ;

« MR, RUBY: - Because it never em:ered my mmd w‘hen

-
"\

t.hey talked about, the officer, cutting him i.nto bits.

would like to have built it up for ny defen.se, but that i

not 19;. I am here to tell the truth.

‘MR, TONAHILL: ‘l'he psychiatrist sazd that to me.

. MR. RUBY: You want to put that into my thoughts,

h
. . "i
AR ) PR Ry Ly T d 1*
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n
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but it never happened. I took it with a grain of salt what
he said at that particular time.

Well, it is too bad, Chief warren, that you didn't get
me to your headquarters six months ago, "

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, Mr. Ruby, I will tell
you why we didn't. Because you were then about to be tried
and I didn't want to do anything that would prejudice you in
your trial. And for that reason, I wouldn't even consider
asking you to testify untii your trial was over. That i:
the on;y reason that we didoit talk to you sooner.

And I wish we had gotten here a little sooner after
your trial was over, but I knoQ you hadvothet things on your
mind, and we had other work, and it oot to this late daté.

But I ossureuyou, there is no desire on our part to:
let this matter go to any late date for any ulterior purpose.

I assure you that-

-

And as I told you at the beginning; if yohféaﬁtho testi

of some kind made, I will unéerr.ake to see that it is done.

MR. RUBY: You have power to do it, even though the

DLStrict Attorney objects to me gettxng the tests?j?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARRBN: Yés, I do./;;
‘ . . R
MR. RUBY: How soon can it be done? i;

CHIEF JUSTICE WARRBNz 4 Well, I am not familiar with

those thiogs; but we will try to do it expeditiously,»you

may be‘sgre, because we are trying to wind up the work ofﬂ

h
4




-~

MR. RUBY: Are you staying overnight here, Chief

S e

warren?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, I have to be back, because

we have an early session of the court tomorrow morning.

MR. RUBY: Is there any way of getting a polygraph'

| here?

SHERIFF DECKER: May I make a suggestion? . . 3

Jack, listeh, you and I have had a lot 6f dealings.)

| Do you want my officers removed from the room uhlle you talk

e e e e et 1 i

| to this Commiés;on? :

MR. RUBY: That wouldn't prove any truth. -

SHERIFF DECKER: Theée people came several thousand

miles to interview you. You have wanted to tell me your

story and I have refused to let you tell me. ‘Now be a man

| with a bunch of men that have come a long way to give you An ‘

opportunity to.

- You asked me for permission to tell your stogy;,gaa“;y

I told you “No.

£

| } This is a ‘supreme 1nvestxgating committee at thic R

o T

particular time. Now give then your story and be ainan,

if you‘want them to deal vith you and deal fairly‘withtyou.ff

MR. RUBY: It is unfair to me unless 1 get ali them

faczlities to back up what I cay.

awo. s e o

SHERIFF DzCKBR: ) Ybu tell him your story;"‘NQbody

L

L U 5

| this Commission. And I assure you we won't delay it.

-

b
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laidrich 1 | is denying it. You tell this man. — He has come & thousand
2 : or more-miles to listen to you. Now be a man about it.
3 ' MR. MOORE: what I suggest: Jack, at one time I
‘
4 ! was a polygraph operator, and you would not be able to go
|
5 E through the entire story the way you have here.
[ g 8o seriously, you should tell the story and the things
7 E you want checked, you can be asked directly. ' Because you
alad 8 : can only answer yes or no on the polygraph examination. $o
9 i I think in view of what you want, you should tell your st%ot'y

10 | first, and then the points that you want verified, you can

T 11 E be questioned on. ) ‘ T B ' ww—-«»u
. 12 ; As the Sheriff mentioned, the Commission has come a
:"‘ 13 f long way to have the 0pportuni£y to listen tc; your stofy,
u P and I am sure that they know you are telling the truth, in
- 15 i any case. - ‘ ‘
16 MR. RUBY: ’.I‘wish the President were ‘rigl"it'here now.
' 17 ] It is a terrible ordeal, I 'teil you that. S N
‘V 18 ’ CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I axn sure it is an oz;de'air
% 19 f . for you, and we want to make it Just as easy aslwe $ca!1-n.w»_f”,~
:g‘ 20 x : That is the teason that we have let you tell youx: story i.n
‘ ‘ al your own way without bemg :.m:errupted -
,: O 22 1 - If you will Just proceed with the rest of%zur
;‘a ( - n ~ statement, 1 think it would make it a lot easxer.fgr us to
_zf' 24 ' verify it in t‘he way that you want it to be done:; ‘f "
;‘gﬁ‘ e | MR, RUBY:_:" X don't know how’ to answer‘you. o
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'laidrich ‘ (j (J 20
1} CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: well, you have told us most
2 | ©of what happened up to the time of the incident, and YOU

‘ .
38 | are almost within, you are just within a few hours of it

¢ || now.
5 | MR. RUBY: There is a Satﬁrday.
6} CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Beg your pardon?
R | MR, RUBY: There is a Saturday night.  There i.sj:‘fI
w 8 | Friday night. This is ;till only Friday night, cni.e"f. '
PR CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes, that is true.
10 MR. RUBY: ‘Well, I will go into a,certain point,

o 1 ‘and if I stoP, you will have to understand if I stop to get
iz | my bearings together. | | o
1 | CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes.
] MR RUBY: I an in the Times Herald Building. I

 — 15 go upstairs, naturally. S
T CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  This is about what time?
1 MR. RUBY:  This, I imagine, is -~ I left the KLIF
18 § at 2:00 a.m., and I spent an hour with the off;.cer and his |

? ‘19 -_girl friend, 80 it must have been about 3: 15 apptox:unately.

a0 | No,, it wasn’ t. ¥When you are. not concerned with t:.me, it |

LT e el BT

21 | could nave been 4100 o clock. . . -

vvvvvvv

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN3 It doesn t make any dz.fferene%

e
P g 20 WY

2
"7 .. R )‘33 ‘ "~ MR. RUBY: . Forty-five minutes d:.fference.m'
8

': am up there i.n the compoung room talking to a quy

Tﬁ

by t;he name of Pa t/Gayloesch. - He was so elated t:h&t; 1
—— e

e R B
- A , b .
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10 | your body is free to move. .

12 |

1]

15 | twist board, I 4id it because someone asked me toO. '

-~

brought him this twist board, and I had it sealed in a

polyethylene bag, but he wanted to see how it is demonstrated,

how it was worked.

It is a board that is on a pivot, a ball bearing, and

it has a tendency to give you certain exercises in twisting

your body. S0 not that I wanted to get in with the hilarity

of frolicking, but he asked me to show him, and tﬁe othe.r
‘ -® g

e

men gathered around.
When you get into the movement of a ball bearing disk,

I know you look like you are .- .
having a gay time, because naturally if your body is 80

free of moving, :Lt 15 going to look that way. LT

I am stating this in that even with my emotional

feeling for our beloved President, even to demonstrate the

g

You follow me, gentlemen; .as- I describe it? =

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes, I do.

’l'hen we placed t;he ad 1n, and 1f I’

MR. RUBY:

2

xecall, I requested from pat to put a black border around

to show that t.he ad was i.n mourm.ng, or somethmg, because

-

we were, everything was in mourning.

Bill, wi.ll you do that for me t:hat you asked a“minute

s vv‘_:g‘ R

ago? You aaid you wanted to leave the room.
I will have everyone 1eave the

B ,--

SHERIFF DECKER: :

- : . .
LR e

room, including myself, 1£ you want to talk about 1t.

You




s T i - gl
L] L]

elen
aidrich

A

abad )

Setrat o ntey

10

v
- :

11

T 12

13

u

15

16

17

18

af

:'
|
|
1
!
|
i
t
|

xs

i
i

name it, and out we will go.

MR. RUBY: All right.

SHERIFF DECKER: You want all of us outside?

MR. RUBY: Yes.

SHERIFF DECKER: I will leave Tonahill and Mbore.

I am not going to have Joe leave.

MR. RUBY: If you are not going to have Joe leave =--

SHERIFF DECKE R :

oy

Moore: his hody is responSLble to

you. His body is responsible to you.

RUBY:

MR. 8111 I am not accomplishzng anythlng if

they are here, ‘and Joe Tonahlll is here. You asked me

anybody I wanted out.

SHERIFF DECKER: Jack, this is yéur attornéy. :_That
is your lawyer.

MR. RUBY: He is not my lawyer. :
{Sheriff Decker and law enforcement offxcers left room
Gentlemen, if you want to hear any further testxmony,

-

you will have to get me to WEshington soon,‘because 1t has

something to do with you, Chief Warren.,f:J:

Do I sound sober enough to tell you this?

CHIEF JUS'I'ICE wamm ' Yes, go right ahead.

.

MR,

6 8§ e

I want to tell the truth, and I can t

- Does that make ‘sense

RUBYs

te11 it here. I can't tell it here.

P R e e

to you?
" CHIEF JUSTICE WARRBN s

o PRSP
¥4 -tl,\«

Well, let 8 don t talk about ||

sense. But I really can't see why you can't te11 this

N S i i NS Bl R N o i P32 ot i i MO S5 SO N B 505
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MR. RUBY: What is your name?
MR. BALL: Joe Ball.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Joe Ball. He is an

f attorney from Los Angeles who has been working forvme-
MR. RUBY: Do you know Belli too? -

MR, BALL: X know of him.

MR. RUBY: Ball was working with him. He knows, Be

.

MR. BALL: I am not acquamted with him.

-

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No a.ssociat:\.on of an& kina.
MR. BALL: We practice in different cities. "
CHIEF JUSTICE WARRE&: | Five hundred miles ﬁway.
Mr. Ball practices in Long Beach, and Mr. Belli practices
in San Francisco. There is positively no coxmectioxﬁx___

between anybody in this room, as far as I know, wu;h Mr. )

Belli. I can assure you of that.

MR. RUBY: Where do you stand, Moore?

MR, MOORE: Well, I am ass:.gned to the Comm.ssmn,

Jack., S “ . ST i _b ,

MR, RUBY:  The President assigned you? JUTE R S |
’ s ”, MR, MOORE: No, my cmef d.‘l.d.

1m'olved in the investigation.

. . Y .
N T A . PN ) M e et 2 e
Officer, - v o L e e
. , . e . . . i .

¢ ] SN co-

. B P P ,4,”;, BRI - S .,; 2. Tl .
- i .8 . . B [T S

"+ MR, RUBY;:

Boys, I am in a tough lpOt, I tell you
1
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| whose memory has not been as good as yours. : I tell you ;' é

| that.

MR. MOORE: You recall when I talked to you, there

i were certain things I asked you not to tell me at the time,

for certain.reasons, that you were probably gozng to trial
at that time, and I respected your posztxon on that and _

asked you not to tell me certain things.

MR, RUBY: But this isn't the place for me to tell

what I want to tell.
. ' S ’*i
MR, MOORE: The Commission 1s 1odking into the entire

matter, and you are part of it, should be.

MR, RUBY: Chief Warren, your life is in danger‘in'

-,

R

L

this City, do you know that?
*  CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, I don't know that. If
that is the thing that you-don't want to talk-about, you can

tell me, if you wish, when this is all over, just between |

- : BN
N

you and me.

MR. RUBY: No, I*would like to talk to you 1n prxvat

S

- CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Ybu may do that uhen you .

finish your story. You may tell me that phase of it._;_wm'

T e *-:;( 3

* MR, RUBY: I bet you haven't had a thness like me

N ht e

in your'whole 1nvestigation, is that correct?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: There are many*wztnesses

M .A;‘v‘& . RROFy 2

‘,&r\ .~
.

that honestly.A,'ﬁ AN '/A,t.ﬁ

o Toew e i . - R "6

‘MR, RUBY: My teluctance to talk - you haven't had
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. 5
any witrik in telling the story, i()i_nding 80 many problems?
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You have a greater problem
than any witness we >have had.
MR. RUBY: I have a lot of reasons for having those
problems. '
CHIEF JUSTICE WARRESI: I know that, and we Qaﬂt td
respect your rights, whatever they may be. And I only want
to hear what you are willing to tell us, because I realize

that you still have a great problem before you, and I am not

. PR B ) o :,,»,‘,f~v’,fu..':>” u'h .

trying to press you.
I came here because I thought you wanted to tell us
the story, and I think the story shox;id be told for the
public, and it will eventually be made public. If you want
to do that, you are enﬁitled to Ao that, ‘and if you want

to have it verified as the thing can be verif-ie.d by‘i' -

polygraph test, you may have that too. .

- .

I will undertake to do that for you,‘ but at all
évents we must first have t:he story that we are goingﬁ;o 'A
check it against. f o :f 5 ~
MR. RUBY: When are you go.mg back to wash:.ngton?
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN H I am gomg back vety shortl;

after we finish this hearing. I am going t° have ‘9_“.'?. lun

. MR, RUBY: . Can I make a statement?

' CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes.,

MR. RUBY:  If you request me to go back to Washinc




- il

DRI T O -
*

" i

i sl B
. {

'""~.>a1dr:.ch , ' (i
‘ 1 With(;u right now, that couldn' done, could it?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, it could not be done.

It could not be done. There are a good many t.hi}ngs involve

I
| . |
4 ’ an that‘ Mr. Ruby.
| MR. RUBY: what are they?
i
|
|
|
1
|
]

5
6 CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: well, the publﬂi-.c attention
7 ]| that it would attract, and the peoplé who would be around.
8 | We have no place there fpr you t§ be safe when we take you

‘ $ | out, and we are not law enforcement officers, and it .is:'é
10 ’ our responsibility to go into anyf.hing of that kind.
11 ! And oerta:.nly it couldn’t be done’'on a moment's

;_«_"..,.m.-. Y ‘ not:.ce‘ t:.h:.s way. A
E . i MR. RUBY: Well, from what I read in‘the paper,
M : they madé certain prec.autions for you coming here,‘ dbut y:':u
. 15 ' got here.
‘ 16 | CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: - There are no pr'ecautibiié "

17 | taken at all.

18 » MR. RUBY: There were some remarks in the paper ,
. 18 5 about some crackpots. LTy S R
| 2 | : CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I don't beljeve everything

RN I read in the paper.

MR. MOORE: In that reSpect, t‘he Ch:a.ef Justicewil‘ ,

e T 33 i in public 1ife. People in publi.c life are well awarev they

e s 3‘ ? don't please everyone, and t:hey get these thr eato. *r _
R :, L 25 ‘ ) SRR T
TR e Incidem—_auy, Af it is the part: about George‘LS‘enator
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1 talking about the Earl warren Society, the Chief Justice is
" 2 | aware of that phase, and I am sure he would like to hear
3 i anything that you have to say if it affects the sgcurity.
4 : CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Before you finish the rest
$ i of your statement, may I ask you this question, aﬁd this is
6 E one of the questions we came here to ask you.
? . - Did you know Lee Harvey Oswald prior to this shooting?
N 8 ; MR. RUBY:  That is why I want to take the lie
k) i detector test. J\v:st' saying né isn't suffiéiént. ' : e
10 ! CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I will afford you that
T | opportunisy. B S
) 12 MR. RUBY:  All right. | |
- 13 .~ CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I will afford you t.hat
) " j opportunity. You can't do i:oth of them at one time.
- 15 | | ﬁ ﬁR. RUBY: Gentlexﬁen, my life is in danger here.
16 ' Not with my guilty plea of eercut:ion‘. R
N Do I sound sober enough to you Qs I say i:hziﬁs’? “ '
- 18 , CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: . You do. You sc;ur‘xdﬂentirelj
', . 19 t 'sobe;‘. LT | » T
" 20 ‘ MR. RUBY: N Fro@ tﬁe ’momexf'n; I Vsta»tvted ﬁyyj>téé£imony,
21 have I sounded as though, Qith ;:he exceptién éf becomi.ng X
efuotional, have I sounded as though I ﬁade sense,“:rhatl |
7.;'.. . ‘ was speaking about? ~’;  "
; _ 24 ’ , ’ . CHIEPF JdS'I‘IéE WARREN You 'l:x'av'eh indeed.qunder-
» | 35 sfobd everything youhave said. : If Idha"en't:“;t i.smy
Lo lm‘m 4‘- R TN Xy g vaatld 0T S YL
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| was committed, but it can't be said here.

i fault.

MR. RUBY: ‘Then I follow this up. = I may not live
tomorrow to give any further testimony. The reason why I .

add this to this, since you assure me that I have been

| speaking sense by then, I might be speaking sense by followzng

what I have said, and the only thing I want to get out to

| the public, and I can’t say it here, is with authenticity,

with sincerity of the truth of everything and why my act
- S

./

It can be said, it's got to be said amongst people

of the hxghest authorlty that would nge me ‘the benefit of

| doubt. And following that, immediately give me the lie -

detector test after I do make the statement.
Chairman Warren, if you felt that your life was in

danger at the moment, how would you feel? Wbuldn't you be

o
S -;'n_ S Tl
S AT e R

reluctant to go on speaking, even though you request me to ‘
do so? o | | | . o
CHIZF JUSTICE WARREN: I think I 'mighﬁ mve' .;;me
reluctance if I was in your positxon, yes, I thznk I*would;
1 think I would figure it out very carefully to whether it

-

would endanger me or not.

If you think that anything that I am d°ln9‘°t anythxng
that I am asking you is endangering you in any way. Bhape

or form, I want you to feel absolutely free to say that the

interview is over.'"'!

T
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MR. RUBY: what happens then? I didn't accomplish

anything.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:
MR. RUBY: Well, then you won't follow up with ’
anything further? S
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  There wouldn't be anything

to follow up if you hadn't completed your statement.

MR. RUBY: You said you have the power to do whagi

you want to do, is that correct?

A

CHIEF JUS'I'ICE WARREN : !:xactly.

MR. RUBY: Without any limitations?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Within the putv:.ew of our
Executive Order which established the Commission. we have
the right to take testimony of anyone we want in th:Ls whole
situation, and we have the right, if we 80 choose . to do xt,

to verify that statement in any way that we wxsh to do :.t.‘

i e, AR

RUBY:

MR, But you don't have a rxght to take a

prisoner back with you when you want to?

- No.

. CHIEF JUSTICE WARRBN: We have the power to

nubpoena witnesses to Washington if we want to do i.t,, but
we have taken the testimony of two or three hundred people,

I would imagine, here in Dallas without going to Washmgton.

MR. RUBY: Yes, but th0§e people aren't Jack Ruby.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: : No, they weren't. . ..

LR

They weren't. [ . 0.

MR. RUBY:

¥ e

No, nothing has been accomplish

dhaidh
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