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DALLAS I. Toms 

January . 5; 1964 

Lao C. Town 
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Dear Jack, 

Just a short note Jackson, while I try to wake *p. 'Its 

10k,14., Sunday 'morning and I'm resting up after spending an tour, 

in be reading the Horning News, Its been so long since Itwe had .a • 

*hunts to do Suet that, that I forced myself to try it. Ite fine .  

for a while. 

I had a oup of coffee with wade and sameeted that we 

might get Sheriff Decker; to let you come out end worry with 'taking 

his Cobalt treatments each day or that damn ca5 of mine. Actually 

the car is alright its dust that it won't start if the ignition isn't 

turned on or if the gear isn't in neutral, minor things like that. 

Darlene Storm closed at the Carousel last night. The 

night she some to work was Sunday. I had been out all day playing 

with the boys in the snow, and never got cold, but that night when 

I drove into the parking lot and saw Darlene in the waiting room 

keeping warm I was a miserable cuss. I wantedto get upstairs and 

get warm, so I hustled over to open the door, had a tandful of her 

wardrobe, and the new M-C.:fas there. 

tie was Jackie Del Rio, remember the Skyview C1ab,he 

played there. Re would ask the bee:vast woman in the audience to sit 

In a chair and he would pick her upinthe chair by his teeth and walk 
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DALLAS 1. Toms 

January 5; 1964 

Dear Jack, 

Just a short note Jackson, while I try to wake up. .its 

10k,14., Epand.ay morning and I'm resting up after spending an flour, 

in bed reading theliorning News, Its been so long since I've bad .a 

chance to do yast that, that I !creed myself to try it. Its fine 

for a while. 

I had a oup of coffee with wade and suggested that we 

might get Sheriff Decker; to let you come out end worry with 'taking 

his Cobalt treatments each day or that damn cal3 of mine. Actually 

the car is alright its dust that it won't start if the ignition isn't 

turned on or if the gear isn't in neutral, minor things like that. 

Darlene Storm closed at the Carousel last night. The 

night she some to work was Sunday. I had been out all day playing 

with the boys in the snow, and never got cold, but that night when 

I drove into the parking lot and saw Darlene in the waiting room 

keeping warm I was a miserable cuss. I wantedto get upstairs and 

get warm, so I 'hustled over to open the door, had a handful

rdrobe, and the new VI.C. eras there. 
Ile was Jackie Del Rio, remember the Skyview Cisb,he 

played there. Re would ask the besmast woman in the audienoe to .sit 

In a chair and he would pick her upinthe chair by his teeth and salt 
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Sul and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  

I John 1:9 
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POPE VISITS ILL 	• 
AND POOR; GOES 
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Paul VI devoted this Christmas 
day to the poor and the ill of 
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.00le at Chitstiaiti 
• • :coming of Jesus brought salvation to the world. If it had, then 

world history ended. if it meant the perfect society, obviously 
.it isn't here. Yet the Christian doctrine tends to create in man a 
false sense of completion which is contradicted by the status of 
the world ." 	' 

The rabbi said of Judaism: "We are looking forward to a 
• perfected society which is in the future, and we feel our task is 

to work with God for this perfected society. 
; "Christianity has 'often tended to blunt man's efforts toward 

• constructing a better world order, because all history after 
Jesus is anti-climatic. Judaism is still looking forward to a 
messianic age."  . . 

• 

Eternal Life 	"Christianity's stress on eternal life tended 
'to make it an other-worldly religion." Rabbi Simon noted, "and 
deflected man from this-worldly concern. Judaism, while it 

:accepted and taught a doctrine of eternal life. insisted that in this 
.„'world man's concern was with what hippens in this world." 

' Original sin •—• "We disagree with the doctrine of .original 
sin, at least as interpreted by some Christian theologians. In 
their attempt to make Jesus a divine necessity, they make man 
so depraved that there is no way he can right himself with God, 
'without the sacrifice,"  he said, 

"Jesus came at a time when the temple (in Jerusalem) was in 
'the last decades of its existence, when the Jewish world was 
gradually passing-  over to prayer, penitence and contrition as the 
basic ,method of reconciliation with God: The destruction of 
the temple (in 70 A.D.) did not destroy Judaism. 

"Christianity picked up this idea of vicarious atonement, 
which was practically dying in Jewish theology, and made it 
fundamental to its structure. Anti it was the church's traditional 
lack of concern for this world, based on the idea that salvation 
was already granted to believers, that made her too prone to 
accept the evils of this world."  

Faith *nil works—"Christianity tends to stress faith over. 
works,"  the rabbi said. "The human mind has a wonderful way 
of asserting faith and not carrying it through do life. In Judaism, 
the ultimate test is the way you live."  

' Exclusiveness—Rabbi Simon pointed to one other funda-
mental difference: "Christianity claimed exclusive power of 
;salvation for man, and because of this was overly aggressive in. 
Its missionary activities and its development Into a state religion _  

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Saturday, Jan. 4, 1964
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form to one mold. Nd religion can claim to be the only way to 
God." 	 • 	, 	 •, 

Rabbi Simon said he favors stepping up the dialog between , 
Christians and Jews. "The more we explore," he said, "the more 
we understand our own faith better 4nd the more we respect 
the faith of our neighbors. . 	• 	1 

"The more I discuss these things with thoughtful Christians, 
the more I realize they are changing their ideas,"  he said. "We . 
are quite excited by the Christian re-interpretation of Christian-
ity. In this re-interpretation. we discern area of return to •• 
Judaism."  

He added that Jews also are searching: "Many 'Christians 
think Jews never read the New Testament. Actually there's an 
openness about our study of Christianity, and any Jew worth 
his salt has read the New Testament. 

"But the 20th Century Jew is not prepared to surrender his 
basic theology, his strict monotheism, his concern for his world 
as a perfectable scene of human endeavor, his faith that recon-
ciliation with God is achieved through personal prayer and 
repentance and works."  
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• perfected society which is in the future, and we feel our task is 
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• constructing a better world order, because all history after 

Jesus is anti-climatic. Judaism is still looking forward to a 
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their attempt to make Jesus a divine necessity, they make man 
so depraved that there is no way he can right himself with God, 
'without the sacrifice." he said. 

"Jesus came at a time when the temple (in Jerusalem) was in 
'the last decades of its existence, when the Jewish world was 
gradually passing•over to prayer, penitence and contrition as the 

;basic method of reconciliation with God: The destruction of 
the temple (in 70 A.D.) did not destroy Judaism. 	' 

"Christianity picked up this idea of vicarious atonement, 
which was practically dying in Jewish theology, and made it 
fundamental to its structure. Anti it was the church's traditional 
lack of concern for this world, based on the idea that salvation 
was already granted to believers, that made her too prone to 

-accept the evils of this world." 

Faith anll works--"Christianity tends to 'stress faith over. 
works," the rabbi said. "The human mind has a wonderful way 
of asserting faith and not carrying it through 4o life. In Judaism, 
the ultimate test Is the way you live." 
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ciliation with God is achieved through personal prayer and 
repentance and works." 



• • 

. 	• • - 	 . 
. 	• ' 
• 

• • 

• 4—  -7( 
-a )."1:t■',Ii-1‘ 

-• 

	

aa• 	• 
s .  • • 	7110. 	 ' • 11. 	Z 

• 

. yl 

, f 

abbi T kes 
!A Sense of Completion . 
..:.Is•False, Ile Asserts 
-.As one of Christianity's most eminent representatives, Pope 

Paul VI, visits Israel in his holy Land tour this weekend, a 
prominent Jewish theologian from Chicago speaks frankly and 
critically -of the faith of his Christian brethren. Next Saner= 
day. a noted Christian thinker will explain his beliefs.. 

• BY DAVE MEADE 

of Christianity,"che said, "and to that extent are really Jews 
at heart." ,•  • 	. 

On the other hand, be declared. "We can take the religion" 
OF Jesus, which is essentially Judaism. It is the theological inter-
pretition of his life to which we take exception". 

RABBI SIMON WILL receive an honorary doctor of divinity 
degree in New York Sunday from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America. He talked in an interview about what 
-Judaism teaches and what Jews belieie. That will be the theme ' • 
of the exhibit the Jewish Information Society is planning to 
aptinsor at the New York World's Fair this year, • 	• 

-"Christianity conceives of Jesus as • 	Hdpaused and added, 
fit's hard to say what Christianity conceives, because there are 
so many expressions, with often contradicting versions."' Then 	: 
he continued: "Judaism interprets the life of Jesus as the human 
story of a martyred Jew. Christianity considers him a 'man-
God."  

In their views about the life and death of Jesus, the two faiths 
are poles apart. Rabbi Simon discussed these contrasts: ' 

Atonement .4•-• "Christianity interprets the death of Jesus 
as a form of vicarious atonement for the sins of man," be said. 
"Judaism envisions the drama of atonement is t a simple, direct ; s. 
:elation between man and God." 	' 

• 

. 'Daily News Religion Writer 
Jews can accept the religion OF Jesus, but not the religion 

ABOUT Jesus, according to the president of the Jewish Informs-
' lion Society of America. 

C.The difference, he says, Is that the first if essentially Judaism, 
while the second is the theological structure of Christianity built 
liVtbe apostle Paul. 

..Rabbi Ralph Simon of Congregition Rodfei Zedek In Chicago. 
one of the country's outstanding Jewish spiritual leaden, com-
pared America's two major faiths: 

"Judaism and Christianity share in their respect and reverence 
Yor'the Old Testament. This forever will be the cement between 
them. They part company in the New Testament story, and 
especially in the theOlogical interpretation of the events described 
in it." 

He said there are many shaied beliefs: The eisential faith 
in God as the Father of all men, who therefore are brothers; 

the action of God in history, 
r•-f-4,---NPiw44.4-4",, as revealed by a common Bib-. 

• - 	. 	heal tradition; the capacity of 
• y man to communicate with a • 

• 1 personal God, at in prayer, the 
mandate to fulfill God's will 

• 4 on Earth. 
• On sane points—such as the 

-;••7:••••; • 	. 	. • • 	..)i need for repentance of one's •
• 	 sins an order to change this 

*xf 	 ' -.life, and the doctrine of eternal • .•  
• • 	a% • a 	

• 	

• 	• • • / life after one's mortal existence 
-3-there is substahtial apse- 

. 	. 
In a part of Christianity, be explained. it's oot'ooly a matter , • 

of vicarious atonement, but a necessary act of vicarious atooe-
'inent that is vital to the theology. "Jesus is the sacrifice. Jesui 

gives his body in sacrifice to forgive your sins," be pointed out j. 
"Judaism objects to the 'idea of vicarious suffering," Rabbi . 
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-.Rabbi Ralph Simon of Congregition Rodfei Zedek In Chicago. 
one of the country's outstanding Jewish spiritual leaders, com-
pared America's two major faiths: 
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Yer''ibe Old Testament. This forever will be the cement between 
them. They part company in the New Testament story, and 
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in God as the Father of all men, who therefore are brothers; 
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of Christianity,"•he said, "and to thit extent are really Jews • 
at heart." .• 	 . 	, 	• ,-. . 	.. 	• _ 	 , 	• 	. 

On the other hand, be declared, "We can take the religion' 
OF Jesus, which is essentially Judaism. It is the theological inter-
pretition of .his life to which we take exception." • 

: RABBI SIMON WILL receive an honorary doctor of divinity 
degree in New York Sunday from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America. He talked in an interview about what 
Judaism teaches and what Jews belieie. 'That will be the theme' 
of the exhibit the Jewish Information Society is planning to 
spOnsor at the New York World's Fair this year, • 	• 

-"Christianity conceives of Jesus as . 	Hetpaused and added, 
"RI bard to say what Christianity conceives, because Were are 
so many expressions, with often contradicting in:miens." Then 
he continued: "Judaism interprets the life of Jesus as the human 
steno of a martyred Jew. Christianity considers him a 'man-
God." • 

In their views about the life and death of Jesus, the two faiths 
are poles apart. Rabbi Simon discussed these contrasts: 

Atonement 	"Christianity interprets the death of Jesus • 
as a form of vicarious atonement for the sins of man," he said. i" 
"Judaism envisions the drama of atonement th a simple, direct ; s. 
:elation between man and God." 	, 	• 	• 	- 	• 

In a part of Christianity, be explained. it's not•ooly a matter , • 
of vicarious atonement, but a necessary act of vicarious worse-

-*lent that is vital to the theology. "Jesus is the sacrifice. Segue ' 
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ROGER HARRIS ' • 
162 GROVE ST, RUTLAND, VERMONT 

January 6, 1964 

Mr. Jack Ruby 
Dallas, Texas 

My dear Mr. Ruby: 

I should like to compile a collection of autographs 
of prominent persons. 

1; 

• .1,1,44 . • I hope you do not mind my imposing upon you and 
will permit me to include you-in my collection 
es I sincerely believe that you, through your 
efforts, have endeared yourself to many people. 

If you would be so kind as to autograph the 
enclosed card, I shall be very grateful. A 
stamped, return envelope is included for your 
convenience. 0 

with cordial best wishes, Sir, for much happiness 
and good health, 

Respectfully yours, 

ROGER HARRIS 
162 GROVE ST, RUTLAND, VERMONT 
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January 6, 1964 • 

MT. Jack Ruby 
Da lla s , Texas 

)y dear (r. Ruby: 

I should like to compile a collection of autographs 
of prominent persons. 

I hope you do not mind my imposing upon you and 
will permit me to include you-in my collection 
es I sincerely believe that you, through your 
efforts, have endeared yourself to many people. 

If you would be so kind as to autograph the 
enclosed card, I shall be very grateful. A 
stamped, return envelope is included for your 
convenience. 

'With cordial best wishes, Sir, for much hap

▪  

piness 
and good health, 
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ID-S40 (REV. 0-117-112) 

pp 7702 
17.0' 	r 	1 

(ADDRESS OF CONTORDUTO 

(CITY AND DM'S I 

flY  VitiAlfj ■rie/—'41f  
(NAME 
	

SPECIAL ARENT) 

To Se Returned 
	

Yes 
No GT 

(MARL Or CONTRISUTO/117 (MARL Or CONTRISUT01117 

pp7702 

1;0%1 r 1 

ID-S40 (REV. 0-117-112) 

(ADDRESS OF CONTODDLITO 

(CITY AND STAR( I 

VitiA fj  ■rie/-'4" 
(NAME Or SPECIAL 

To Se Returned 
	

Yes 
No GT 



„or:” 

TO: 

OW 	(1-r/1- z - 6- 
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To Madam ('widow), Tippit 
Dullas, Texas, U.S.A.  

Germany, let Janiari 1964. 
EUROPE. 

- 	A • . 	 , .• 	• 	• 

•• ■• 	 - 	• 
.• • 	,10- 	-or ql • 	• 	. . 	. •.•  

. • • 

Conoerns:Factory of Your Husband's in Germany. 

.Dear Madam, . 
• No doubt, it will surprise You very much hearing of a Faotorylof Your 

4aseasel husband, but it is real -true. 	 • • 	- 	. -04.1;  . •• 

/' There is-a lot of things You have not Neared of, hence, we have taken the 
• liberty-to send You this letter. Please, realize the following sentences 

": .are of paramount importance, not only to You, but aleo to impotant verso.. 
nallities, so take good notioe of them. 

:President Kennedy has been liquidated and Your husband has been murdered 
,the same day, a few days later, Lee Oswald has been shot down by Rubby. 
.Have You never thfpught there must be a secret connection between Oswald 
and Rubby? Well, dear Madam, there has been indeed, and more, Your husband. 
was also a member of the gang. Amazed at it? Madam•believe us, we have all  
evidence here with us. The death of President Kennedy must be attributed 
to a fanatic political opponent of the President, a certain Governor.of 
one of the States of the WA. 
The Governor did not feel safe with regards'to the Election of President 
next year, so that Kennedy should be disappeared. In order to achieve this, 
result, this opponent seeked contact with Oswald, of whom was Known to be 
a very strong antipode of the American Intern Policy, and also with us. 

After Oswald had suceeeded'in liquidating Pres. Kennedy, Yourlusband had 
the order to act as if he was going to arrest Oswald. Unfortunately,. Oswald 

:did not recognize Your husband for some reason, and so he shot him down.: 

Farther, each of us should receive an'amount of hundred thauiand'dollars-' 
'from the said.Governor. As agreed*.upon,:the Governor should pay 	 • 
75. X,  in adsance and the remainder by us self, 
However, Your husband is no more to pay his part of the remainder ad. 
35.000 dollars. Will You please complete the work of Your husband's?. 
• Evidently, his was doing this for You and pis children, beside; let him • 
not gave his life for nothing. 	 • 
Moreover, if the money should not be paid in time, the sellers of the ..••• 
Factory may get impatiently and spoil lale -wbolelating. 

Ofoourse, You do not have to remain share-holder if You do not want to, 
later You can sell Your share again} This is done only to prevent difficul-
ties for the time being. 

So dear Madam, do not be too self-conceited or suspicious, later everthini 
will-be clear to You. It is urgent, so hurry,Ladam, send 35.000 dollars 

' then YOu and to are safe, do not wait.tao lang. 

Go to Your Bank and send us'a covered cheque of the said amount;  or open 
a Bank Account with a Bank at Switserland, without conditions . • 
On name of WOLFGANG AE 090822,  message of confirmation may be sent to - 
Mr. Charles Rozenblad Admiralsn raeht 142.1, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Please realize, Madam, if You refuse to cooperate, You will dig Your own 
grave, besides, You have nothing to loose. 
It is worth finishing the job, Your husband has started for You arid ohil- 
dran. :a mink nn the. ware Your..huaband had had to dron It. 	/Arr./. 

To Madam ('tidow), Tippit 
Dulles, Texas, U.S.A.  

• 

-- 41' • -or 4 . 

■;• 

Germany, let Janiari 
EUROPE. 

   

Conoerns:Factory of Your Husband's in Germany. 

• .Dear Madam, 	 4 

No doubt, it will surprise You very much hearing of a Factory of Your 
4aseasel husband, but it is real -true. 	 - c: 	. 041. 	.. 

)-"' There is- a lot of things You have not heared of, hence, we have taken the 
e". 	liberty-to send You this letter. Please, realize the following sentences 

.are of paramount importance, not only to You, but also to impotent verso.. 
nallities, so take good notioe of them. 

'President Kennedy has been liquidated and Your husband has been murdered  

• 

the same day, a few days later, Lee Oswald has been shot down by Rubby. 
Have You never thfpught there must be a secret connection between Oswald 
and Rubby? Well, dear Madam, there has been indeed, and more, Your husband 
was also a member of the gang. Amazed at it? Madam believe us, we have all 

. .evidence here with us. The death of President Kennedy must be attributed 
' to a fanatic political opponent of the President, a certain Governor.of 

one of the States of the UJA. 
The Governor did not feel safe with regards'to the Election of President 
next year, so that Kennedy should be disappeared. In order to achieve this, 
result, this opponent seeked contact with Oswald, of whom was Known to be 
a very strong antipode of the American Intern Policy, and also with us. • 
. After Oswald had suceeeded'in liquidating Pres. Kennedy, Your husband had ' 
the order to act as if he was going to arrest Oswald. Unfortunately, Oswald 

:did not recognize Your husband for some reason, and so he shot him down. 
Farther, each of us should receive an'amount of hundred thauilind'dollars - '... 
'from the said.Governor. As agreel'.upon,Ithe Governor should pay 
75. X, in adsance and the remainder by us self, 
However, Your husband is no more to pay his part of the remainder ad. 
35.000 dollars. Will You please complete the work of Your husband's?. 
Evidently, his was doing this for You and pis children, beside; let him 
not gave his life for nothing. 
Moreover, if the money should not be paid in time, the sellers of the 
Factory may get impatiently and spoil -the -whole -thing. 

Ofoourse, You do not have to remain share-holder if You do not want to, 
later You can sell Your share again} This is done only to prevent difficul-
ties for the time being. 
So dear Madam, do not be too self-conceited or suspicious, later everthini 
will-be clear to You. It is urgent, so hurry,Ladam, send 35.000 dollars 
then YOu and to are safe, do not wait-tao lang. 

Go to Your Bank and send us'a covered cheque of the said amount, or open - 
a Bank Account with a Bank at Switserland, without conditions . 
On name of WOLFGANG AE 090822, message of confirmation may be sent to - 
Mr. Charles Rozenblad Admiralen raeht 142.1, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Please realize, Madam, if You refuse to cooperate, You will dig Your own 
grave, besides, You have nothing to loose. 
It is worth finishing the job, Tour husband has started for You guid ohil-
dren. :a mink nn the. were Your..huaband had had to drat) It. 

• 





• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

^T. 

v. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

^T. 



r 	
• 

  

• • 

 

• 

• 

• 
..  f* • •:* 	 •.`  

• • • 

•;•; „yr 
..4"StelKnvIsaL 	 -44.0Y<C1s 	 . 	• 	. • 

'e .4t 7tt'  Y 4 	• 	 =t-hi,  it:4A 

. 4 	11171.; 	
,,•s• • 4 

screr Ari4kAi• er,..?irT:44404VI"NNS•47k.,; 44645 
- 

	

	 • 	- .1r 
••:* 	 •^ aft. . 	- 	 . • • 

•  al" g 	zAt..:‘ 
.7.44•"•■•■,-4-••• 	 s • 	s 	- 1.64 	4.;  

.• 
Pr: 	44t1....qv  

• ...,?-11101  
4` 

Mt • -,14„,,z44,,,sa 
• • ......g.4pkw 

--%••=f-1W 

• 

k 

 

.74 411,a  SAC 	••• 2. 	• .r*-414. 	 •V • tale 
TA‘i .- • •ct.. 	 tois .  

okhZ,-11-4. 
••• 

•I 	• 

,_ ......-1.4,.... i. *-4-z..---.12'.•-„__ 	„.--.....,,,,,? -..... 4,.....,, , .. . lt,..•_.. , ...,-1,....:,. • . ..... , A. ...., ,......1 ,,,,• 

kn.:T....PA:1'  'VW .7'r,r, 770•74C4r1-krVilt: 	 ... s 

1*,*%i-  iitAkt:AVI T:ikttWia41*-PiCe*i;'z....0151114:04r811141X11°"it'14'3'- . 	• 	• s 	- 	_ 	• . 	. ' 	 tor:4...re  • 	 4irt 	, 	1:  • 
4441•44." 	 • 	NiA6-ftwfWe(-14",r11-.-  da'4Lit•ael 

it` kVeinca*•' 	
AV. 	i-rei6 •

-  
-.4# • leaser.-711114, 	elii-ial."Scipt.‘ • .t./.4:44ft,..af 

1.4 	e * 
• - 	 1'- 	

--kelPa4Vakk 	 211 

• • 

• 

• 

t 

tl" I  ... -• A P‘C  

*,-NP3PSe 40=4-„;14 
• Vol .7t. 	. ' t• ',e*r.t.'ser1411.11,14 	1A-4-%%.11  • -.41. - 

• 1 	• 
jileiViiI7 • 4.w"PI ma. , . 

.....„,6,,,,,,_ 

	

.4.:(,.., ..,......,7.,..-..,:A • i; "'" St,441'n at'., .41:11;'• 4! 'tly.:P.:*.• 	,...... 41‘-'4r. ,ik• 

	

,•••1

11..sty.iy.4*,,A ','•.., : ;',..• • . 	' -• 3 ;AL.,:' 	. 'I,  Aft,'" . le? ja'''. -̀ Pta),•.1,0r74*.•,..--- •••(..f - ' .P.9,44 •':,4i: 41r1;"•P)::'.'411•':ail■ •• ` .2"1-7,1;■"11., I. 44.1.,e,'__•.'.4.  :4.•1•7". `''''.--':i6'..1 • • ;.‘ .• • gi' •;.*?• .4.7:;,i 1,:,.., ; i. ?tits  se. 4ot vadas 1 -spews, r.....-1,-....,..,..-psh.........s ...4.4.„,,. . 	s 	el, 

• ...- /".40  lie . • 41.1..4 ...,' '....4144 :W .,* 4,11Pr.s,13.i "" ;4 .  ' 7-  ''z- ."'.14  1,4-
•
,  

	

."411•7:4.--  • -?!...-•w 07  . '4,t7.,_. ,...,...i.c-  4 ,14 -  4  • 	.,..4,-...4...".t. ..::,....4;;;::..",  ., t:r-z: 

	

1 1
.... 	 *:-.. 

	

41114.€ l'ir  . 4.  '''a• "..■44/ '''-• 	'..4: " ..."'  • .. • • 	• 	 .. - .... 	....1 • •••.• 	 t 	Af.414:.  41̀4...-.,:.-16,...ftttik 
.;,::::(77::*•.. C.  ... 

teddi fr..  ,;,” • .1. 1.4 P...  

.,i‘; v;4..,1  .r...;1,i::..:.s..4.;:::....:::tit,  

— .1, ;•• • .' 1 ii.  .." - .'  

. 	. .- ..et'''  

• ...1:,...,),...f,  , e ' "--- 	1"4" ... . 

4••• 

.11■ 	

...i.:,:eilk•;....Z...r . ' ..". 

. ..ii0C  .4. Ar4e1/41110i...* .1 	. *kAt 4.7 	
.f.' ......../0 ' .S. 	' •  '' 0 PO .r‘ - '.. h:C•If -.: ' 7.••-r-t. .iip..-r - 	)410.r,w.„)E  ,p.,. .4 : • . r. Rack.-  ,- •••,. a- .1.7 ",• 47 •014 •'14; eltitli'ile 440 	• . 1..."44..f.t ."5:741. 	, 

• 
' ".• -.'''' ."I' 0 •••••,,,,4er...• 24 . 	' .44.7. i.,;',.;•.:: a il! t.-!:?rt 4.:44...i.tr,k; . ....s."...'•''hL..; Ct!,...01, - •••••44.:•4t, 114 .A., 	' ..0 	•....A.. . 	• 4. • . .21' 	• 	•••• • Le., - 	I •,s, , X... - e....cp •!:' -e 

...?:
--.' - -•"7. .V.  ' ; I A' —.....7.r. 1-.k-/:, 	,'.--:,, ..rc ,mt...• ,-92'-'4v7'. .*-mk7f.,,'"z...;1!-‘,.. -;,14. 4.-.:•5.t,-,-.71.,A:,./1/4,. 1•";.-.-..i,4 Jire3eiii.i44 	rY:*.;•..i.,7:. - ,----.;..i...Z,-."! ..,...'z;t-'.'..,r;r.ii;?., „ ...........„ . 

-•.'..:. • ;t-r-4,4441.:-"•,'7,4,5.-,-.-:'.1... f. 
.1...11••■ 

....h...;1..,.... 	

......;,...1..._,..71:1:. 0;t..vv1....i34..;63.1.'..,.,.....itit:......se‘ 4446.:...%,.•....y. Is .ssi; .. '4..... .4;V: '•;% f'.  '....r.4.1.3:0 > 	.."'*-- 6 a  ..' g„  

irle 	)7 	
1ti7r.'"& ■..! , izt.:'.. - c 	- z .- .i , , ... 

— ,r,,,,,'"4,. ■-,;. ..,,,,;74:**-.7e.  .14.F....:v..0.41-. .(ii.h.A!' 1.:74%t.411 

<4-  .41174.17:•*&  'A, ... 

2.7 --.'itr!i__:•;._W-a-734j.Ltslifi'l‘;;"11:75:4-71-Pitttf741:114 fig 	0.• eeillaters  
--r4` 

ry 



• 

; Att 44I/4 	/4 

I By ALFRED G. 

"THEY CALL ME TIGER  
Owner of a once-plush Philadelphia night spot, show girl Lillian Reis faces a 
on charges of organizing a bizarre four-man burglary of nearly half a millio 

Lillian Reis had been up until four in the 
morning with her two young daugh-
ters, burrowing through a wholesale 

pretzel can full of pennies for a 1943 
copper endowed with the mark of the 
San Francisco Mint. "It's worth seven-
teen thousand dollars," she explained 
with a cigareue-cough laugh. -Believe me, 
I could use it. acrybooy trunks I've got a 
lumured tnousanu uoll.rs in tne cellar, all 
mar stolen cash from Pottsville. I wish I 
did. My walls need wallpapering. I don't 
mean that I'd paper the walls with the 
money. Not that I wouldn't love to. if I 
had it, 1 wouldn't hide A, I'd show it off." 

Her voice was husky, flat, hoarse and 
vivid, with an accent that 114 been born 
on New York's Jewish Lower East Side 
and had become altered, 18 years later, 
amid the roiv-house squares of Philadel-
phia. It was a whiskied voice, aged atop 
shadowed nightclub barstools. "What 
people think about me," she said, "believe 
me, wouldn't even want to know me.  

voted against her. The forelady, in fact, 
cried in disappointment after announcing 
the jury's inability to reach a verdict. 
Lillian, currently free on 525,000 bail, is 
awaiting a new trial. 

For Lillian, an itinerant dancer who 
has been kicking her way through chorus 
lines since the age of 13, stardom of a sort 
arrived with her arrest and trial. But 
stardom occurred on the wrong stage. 
"I'm an entertainer," she says. "I always 
wanted to be a headliner, not a headline." 

The evidence that led to those head-
lines was gathered for the most part by 
Clarence .1. Ferguson, a 63-year-old 
Philadelphia policeman who has risen to 
a position of power much higher than 
his captain's rank. A man whose de-
meanor is grim, but who can disarm his 
onlookers with a babyish chuckle, Fergu-
son is commander of a special 40-man 
investigation squad. He concerns him-
self chiefly with narcotics but also keeps 
a watchful eye over other fields of crime. 

• - 	11 bra earl ohms. I illigage *'mow 

The cast that Richie Blaney subse-
quently provided for the burglary might 
have been borrowed from the Late, Lure 
Show. In addition to Lillian, the star, 
there was her boyfriend, Ralph Staines Jr., 
or simply "Junior," 27 at the time, full-
faced, handsome and equipped with the 
torso of a weight lifter. "Everybody's so 
surprised at how nice he is when they 
meet him," Lillian says. "He never even 
lets anybody curse in front of me. He 
even makes me watch my language." 
There was John C. Berkery, a tall, sweet-
smiling, cherubic-faced young man, who 
speaks with slow bemusement, addresses 
everyone as "Buddy" or -Pal," casually 
hands out five-dollar tips and issues com-
mands in a voice of pleasant foreboding. 
He is a man who seems to have rewritten 
all of Humphrey Bogart's old scripts for 
himself. There was Robert Poulson, a 
hanger-on of Berkery and one of Richie 
Blaney's best friends. And then, in addi-
tion to the others whom Richie Blaney 
samba nn. Owe was his own brother.  

waitress to have the cal 
table," sbe says. "There 
the line, and 1 was 
bought sparkling burgers 
And then, before I knew 
each girl fifty dollars to 
be wanted MC to stay w 
and we went on drinsin 

"He was handing o 
money, one hundred dal 
every time he-wanted to 
fifty there, a hundred 
there. Anyhow, at the Cl 
be paid an eight-hun 
He said to me what a 
1 said, 'You had a nicei 
is you're giving out a 
Claus, everybody get 
fifties, and nothing for 

"1 said it in jest, but 1 
You want? I'm saving 1 
So he asked me for a I 
be said, 'How much do 
I know, a blank chock, I 
all night. his name he's •■••.141 •••••••• ■•••••4411. a saw.. ambit .••.. Tiler - 
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Lillian Reis had been up until four in the 
morning with her two young daugh-
tars, burrowing through a wholesale 

pretzel can full of pennies for a 1943 
copper endowed with the mark of the 
San Francisco Mint. "It's worth seven-
teen thousand dollars," she explained 
with a cigarette-cough laugh. "Believe me, 
I could use it. acrybody uunks I've got a 
ltunurcd tnousanu uolt.rs in the cellar, all 
mat stolen cash from Pottsville. I wish I 
did. My walls need wallpapering. I don't 
mean that I'd paper the walls with the 
money. Not that I wouldn't love to. if I 
had it, I wouldn't hide it, I'd show it off." 

Her voice was husky, flat, hoarse and 
vivid, with an accent that ha4 been born 
on New York's Jewish Lower East Side 
and had become altered, 18 years later, 
amid the roiv-house squares of Philadel-
phia. It was a whislued voice, aged atop 
shadowed nightclub barstools. "What 
people think about me," she said, "believe 
me, wouldn't even want to know me. 

•■••141 •••••■ t -.104•11 1. a sows ..0 as. 	- 

voted against her. The forelady, in fact, 
cried in disappointment after announcing 
the jury's inability to reach a verdict. 
Lillian, currently free ea 525,000 bail, is 
awaiting a new trial. 

For Lillian, an itinerant dancer who 
has been kicking her way through chorus 
lines since the age of 13, stardom of a sort 
arrived with her arrest and trial. But 
stardom occurred on the wrong stage. 
"I'm an entertainer," she says. "I always 
wanted to be a headliner, not a headline." 

The evidence that led to those head-
lines was gathered for the most part by 
Clarence .1. Ferguson, a 63-year-old 
Philadelphia policeman who has risen to 
a position of power much higher than 
his captain's rank. A man whose de-
meanor is grim, but who can disarm his 
onlookers with a babyish chuckle, Fergu-
son is commander of a special 40-man 
investigation squad. He concerns him-
self chiefly with narcotics but also keeps 
a watchful eye over other fields of crime. 

It bra amt. saws. Ihilligage **albs 

The cast that Richie Blaney subse-
quently provided for the burglary might 
have been borrowed from the Late. Lure 
Show. In addition to Lillian. the star, 
there was her boyfriend, Ralph Staino Jr., 
or simply "Junior," 27 at the time, full-
faced, handsome and equipped with the 
torso of a weight lifter. "Everybody's so 
surprised at how nice he is when they 
meet him," Lillian says. "He never even 
lets anybody curse in front of rte. He 
even makes me watch my language." 
There was John C. Berkery, a tall, sweet-
smiling, cherubic-faced young man, who 
speaks with slow bemusement, addresses 
everyone as "Buddy" or "Pal," casually 
hands out five-dollar tips and issues com-
mands in a voice of pleasant forebodingg. 
He is a man who seems to have rewritten 
all of Humphrey Bogart's old scripts for 
himself. There was Robert Poulson, a 
hanger-on of Berkery and one of Richie 
Blaney's best friends. And then, in addi-
tion to the others whom Richie Blaney 
saliamt nn. Owe was his own brother. 
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Lll, they call me Queen Lii, they call me 
, Luscious Lit, they call me She-Devil. they 
cull me everything but Mother t.i4" 
the coughed a laugh again. • 	• 
' "Now *her all. I am a mother. They 
think I'm the personification of evil. They 
call ma a hustler, they call me* murderess, 
they call me a gun moll. A gun moll 1 III 
over saw a loaded gun, I think l'd faint. In 
the meantime I don't have enough money 
to pay my lawyers, and the cops still keep 
making pinches on me. The last time they 
pinched me, they left black-and-blue 
fingerprints all over my arms." She blew 
out the words with cigarette smoke. 

"My lawyers, my friends, they tell me 
not to talk," she said. "But what have 
got to bo afraid of? I'm not afraid to 
141k about Myself. I like appal ." 

It was on a Saturday night in 1960 that 
Lillian Rag, the 33-year-old owner of a 
once-plusb Philadelphia night spot, the 
Celebrity Room, was arrested on charges 
of organizing a [our-man burglary of 
nearly half a million dollars from a safe 
in Pottsville, Pa. Strangely enough, the 
owner of the safe, a coal-mine owner 
named John B. Rich, insisted that only 
$3,500 had been stolen. 

Whatever Rich's contention, the bi-
zarre crime was labeled one of the largest 
burglaries in the country's history, and 
Lillian and her alleged accomplices were 
brought to trial in 1961. Before the trials 
opened, a chain of incredible events took 
place: One witness was fished from the 
Atlantic Ocean, another witness was se-
verely beaten, and a third—the victim of 
a dynamite explosion—was scattered over 
his rooftop: Lillian's trial ended in a hung 
jury, although all six women on the panel 

•••■•••• 

used to be a beautiful girl. but now she's 
over the hump. The mileage has got her." 
His voice has no baby's chuckle when he 
talks about her. "Did you ever hear her . 
open her mouffir be says. "She swears 
like a trooper. In qiy forty-five years 
as 4 policeman, I've had some interest-
ing cases—gun battles and everything. 
But this, this surpasses them all. It's a 
movie. That's what it is, a movie. I have 
to retire when I'm sixty-five, it's the law. 
But before I do, I'd like to see them put 
her where she belongs." Lillian Reis has 
become Captain Ferguson's Moby Dick. 

It was from his well-watered grapevine 
that Ferguson. in the late summer of 
1959, first heard rumors of what is known 
to the trade as a "big touch," although 
the finger at that time did not point 
toward Lillian. It wasn't until six months 
after the burglary, when Ferguson re-
ceived a message from Eastern State 
(Cherry Hill) Penitentiary in Philadelphia, 
that the trail began to lead up the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike to Pottsville and back 
again to the Celebrity Room. The mes-
sage was that an inmate named Richard 
Blaney-4 sometime police stoolie—bad 
some important information. 

When "Richie" Blaney sent his mes-
sage from Cherry Hill prison, Ferguson 
already had been instrumental in obtain-
ing one suspended sentence for him in 
return for underworld information. Now 
Blaney was back behind bars, charged 
with violation of probation. He had been 
there one month and seven days when 
he summoned Captain Ferguson to tell 
him that the "big touch" was for a half 
million dollars, that he knew the spot 
from which the half million had been 
stolen and that he knew who had stolen 
it. He also mentioned Lillian's name. 

Vincent Blaney. Eventually Rich* was 
his outright release from prison. 

The only character missing from Ricb-
it's cast was the finger man, a shadowy 
Mr. Big whose name, Richie thought, 
was "Mueller." Richie said "Mueller" 
had taken a $70,000 share of the burglary 
profits. It was not until Ferguson had 
called in state-police officers Jesse Stan-
ton and Roy Welk/Wort that they de-
duced that "Mueller" was Clyde (Bing) 
Miller, owner of a string of strip-minine 
machines and 	sugar daddy. 

ainil°0 wit* Itched 
For some time Ferguson had been un-

easily aware of the costly presents Lillian 
had been receiving from Miller. In fact, 
Miller's wife, a former dancer, was an old 
friend of Ferguson, and she had mu-
plained to him about the situation. 

"When I first met Lit;' Bing Miller 
recalled, "she was a chorus girl. She 
really made an impression on me. When 
I met her, she was floundering around. 
No ambitions, no drive. She had two kids 
and wasn't hitting it off with her second 
husband, Michael Corabi. She had been 
divorced once, she didn't own the Ce-
lebrity Room at the time, and she was 
having a hard time on the $60 a week 
they were paying her at the club. She was 
so bad off her refrigerator wasn't even 
working. I bought her another. 

"I don't begrudge one cent I ever spent 
on her. She was the most beautiful girl 
I ever saw. When that chorus Caine out, 
you saw her—and only her. What I was 
spending on her, to me it was peanuts." 

Lillian's memory of her meeting with 
Bing Miller is somewhat more detailed. 
"The first night be came in, he asked the 

• • 	• ../2..ast 

right, and it's not gain 
1 said 'Give me gnome 
stole Ho says. 'How 
I say, 'Around twelve 
starts writing it out. I sa 
at it, make it two, I'll 
sister.' So they gave hi 
check, and he made c 
and I said, 'Thank you 1 
a doll.' He says, 'I'll be 
I'll have my personal 
me.' And he makes a de 
that if 1 don't drink wit 
week, whatever I eat a 
for it. Nobody believes I 
10 believe him?" 

Surpfisingly, the chi 
and she bought the sto 

In the ensuing wed 
Captain Ferguson, Mil 
quartermaster, supplies 
refrigerator, a washing 
bage-disposal unit, an 1 
diamond fins, a fur coa 
a Florida vacation an 
And thee, on a women 
1959, be made a date 
lunch in a Philadelphia 
the Saxony. Lillian at I 
heart, or as much as pol 
set on buying the Celel 
Miller was talking abou 
last piece of real mut 
Arkansas, to finance the 

"1 was reading a .pii 
about an in come 	fri 
testified. "And she can 
thinking out loud, said. 
of time and money on tt 
tax cases.' And 1 said 
guy—and I =mimed 
is probably netting a 11 
he does with it, I don't 
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LA they call me Queen Lil, they call me 
• Luscious Lil, they call me She-Devil, they 
call me everythiag but Mother 1,4" find 
Abe coughed a laugh again. • 	• 
' "Now after all, I am a mother. They 
think I'm the personification of evil. They 
call ma a hustler, they call me* murderess, 
they call me a gun moll. A gun moll 1 if I 
over saw a loaded gun, I think l'd faint. In 
the meantime I don't have enough money 
to pay my lawyers, and the cops still keep 
making pinches on me. The last time they 
pinched me, they left black-and-blue 
fingerprints all over my arms." She blew 
out the words with cigarette smoke. 

"My lawyers, my friends, they tell ate 
not to talk," she said. "But what have 
got to bo afraid of? I'm not afraid to 

about Myself. I like myself ." 

It was on a Saturday night in 1960 that 
Lillian Reis, the 33-year-old owner of a 
once-plush Philadelphia night spot, the 
Celebrity Room. was arrested on charges 
of organizing a four-man burglary of 
nearly half a million dollars from a safe 
is Pottsville, Pa. Strangely enough, the 
owner of the safe, a coal-mine owner 
named John B. Rich, insisted that only 
$3,500 had been stolen. 

Whatever Rich's contention, the bi-
zarre crime was labeled one of the largest 
burglaries in the country's history, and 
Lillian and her alleged accomplices were 
brought to trial in 1961. Before the trials 
opened, a chain of incredible events took 
place: One witness was fished from the 
Atlantic Ocean, another witness was se-
verely beaten, and a third—the victim of 
a dynamite explosion—was scattered over 
his rooftop: Lillian's trial ended in a hung 
jury. although all six women oa the panel 

��� n���� 

used to be a beautiful girl, but now she's 
over the hump. The mileage has got her." 
His voice has no baby's chuckle when he 
talks about her. "Did you ever hear her . 
open her raoutbr be says. "She swears 
like a trooper. In my forty-five years 
as 4 policeman, I've had some interest-
ing cases—gun battles and everything. 
But this, this surpasses them all. it's a 
movie. That's what it is, a movie. I have 
to retire when I'm sixty-five, it's the law. 
But before I do, I'd like to see them put 
her where she belongs." Lillian Reis has 
become Captain Ferguson's Moby Dick. , 

It was from his well-watered grapevine 
that Ferguson. in the late summer of 
1959, first heard rumors of what is known 
to the trade as a "big touch," although 
the finger at that time did not point 
toward Lillian. It wasn't until six months 
after the burglary, when Ferguson to-
ctived a message from Eastern State 
((herry Hill) Penitentiary in Philadelphia, 
that the trail began to lead up the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike to Pottsville and back 
again to the Celebrity Room. The mes-
sage was that an inmate named Richard 
Blaney-,a sometime police stoolie—bad 
some important information. 

When "Richie" Blaney sent his mes-
sage from Cherry Hill prison, Ferguson 
already had been instrumental in obtain-
ing one suspended sentence for him in 
return for underworld information. Now 
Blaney was back behind bars, charged 
with violation of probation. He had been 
there one month and seven days when 
he summoned Captain Ferguson to tell 
him that the "big touch" was for a half 
million dollars, that he knew the spot 
from which the half million had been 
stolen and that he knew who had stolen 
it. He also mullioned Lillian's name. 

Vincent Blaney. Eventually Richie won 
bis outright release from prison. 

The only character missing from Rich-
ie's cast was the linger man, a shadowy 
Mr. Big whose name, Richic thought, 
was "Mueller." Richie said "Mueller" 
had taken a $70,000 share of the burglary 
profits. It was not until Ferguson had 
called in state-police officers Jesse Stan-
ton and Roy Welk/Wort that they de-
duced that "Mueller" was ayde (Bing) 
Miller, owner of a string of strip-mining 
machines and 	sugar daddy. 

alni1.0 wit* trothod 
For some time Ferguson had been un-

easily aware of the costly presents Lillian 
had been receiving from Miller. In fact, 
Miller's wife, a former dancer, was an old 
friend of Ferguson, and she had coca-
plained to him about the situation. 

"When I first met Lil." Bing Miller 
recalled, "she was a chorus girl. She 
really made an impression on file.. When 
I met her, she was floundering around. 
No ambitions, no drive. She had two kids 
and wasn't hitting it off with her second 
husband, Michael Corabi. She had been 
divorced once, she didn't own the Ce-
lebrity Room at the time, and she was 
having a hard time on the $60 a week 
they were paying her at the club. She was 
so bad off her refrigerator wasn't even 
working. I bought her another. 

"I don't begrudge one cent 1 ever spent 
on her. She was the most beautiful girl 
I ever saw. When that chorus came out, 
you saw her—and only her. What 1 was 
spending on her, to me it was peanuts." 

Lillian's memory of her meeting with 
Bing Miller is somewhat more detailed. 
"The first night be came in, he asked the 
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The Uwe °I AA's B. Rich, a Pottsville, Pa., cod-alias aeon, u 
$500,000 barglarg. Rich Mingled teal only WOO waa takes 

TIGER LIL  

According to police, Miller did know. 
The police say Miller had lived in Potts-
ville, had done heavy-equipment con-
tracting for John B. Rich, had twice 
gone into partnership with him, had 
visited his house twice to borrow money 
and had been there socially. According 
to Miller's testimony at trial, he told 
Lillian that John B. Rich had a half 
million dollars in a safe in his cellar. 

John B. Rich's name was Giovanni 
Batista Recchione when he came to 
America from Italy in 1906, a 14-year-old 
boy without a single dollar in his pocket 

• or a word of English on his tongue. His 
first job in Pottsville was for a hard-rock 
tuencling contractor, working in the 
mines for $2.17 a day. But success came 
swiftly, and by the time World War 11 
had broken out, he was the owner of the 
Gilberton Coal Company, a monadnock 
of prosperity in an industry that had been 
eroding for 30 years. 

"This is fantastic," Rich said the day 
after Lillian's arrest when asked about 
the reported 1500,000 taken from his 
cellar. "Can you imagine me going to 
Europe and leaving nearly hal( a million 
dollars in the basanaur 

At Lillian's trial, with the Internal 
Revenue Service among the spectators, 
11,0 oral awn more vehement. In anomie  

make the trip for her. To accompany 
them Bakery recruited Robert Poulson 
and Vincent Blaney, two of his old pals 
who, Philadelphia police said, belonged 
to what they called the K-and-A Gang, 
a group of loosely affiliated second-story 
men who used the Philadelphia street-
corner of Kensington and Allegheny as 
both a hangout and a hiring hall. 

The burglary took place on August 7, 
1959. Bing Miller happened to be visiting 
Pottsville at the time, although an attack 
of abdominal hemorrhaging gave him the 
alibi of a hospital bed. Later, after he 
turned state's evidence, he testified that 
Lillian had telephoned him in his hospital 
room the night before the burglary, com-
plaining that she was broke and saying, 
"Well, 1 guess I'll have to come up and 
see your friend Johnny Rich." 

"Don't come up now," Miller said he 
answered in all innocence, "he isn't 
home." According to police testimony, 
Lillian was in a sidewalk telephone booth 
in Philadelphia when she made the call, 
while the four members of her "gang" 
waited in a car parked at the curb. 

According to trial testimony, including 
Poulson's confession, the following events 
took place: Lillian's alleged task force 
drove to Pottsville in Staines new yellow 
Lincoln, stopping along the way at Read-
ing to purchase the necessary tools—a 
sledge hammer. crowbars. a hacksaw. 

In the white unreality of their flashlight 
beams the safe seemed to be crammed 
along its top two shelves with old news-
papers. "These guys had never really seen 
any heavy money," Captain Stanton said 
later. "A big score with them might have 
been a couple of thousand. Berkery had 
told them that there was supposed to be 
a half million in the safe, but they didn't 
really believe it." It wasn't until Poulson 
took a closer look that he cried out, "les 
money!" Indeed it was. According to 
police testimony at the trial, the safe was 
stuffed with bills. 

Testimony also showed that even 
Berkery had come unprepared for the 
sight. All he had brought to can the 
loot was a small zippered carryall bag. 
"Go get something else to put it in," 
Poulson said. Bakery hurried to an up-
stairs bedroom and returned with the 
cover from a bolster. Poulson began 
eluding the mina, into it. Rut after a few  

full of bills, they fount 
Stain in a traffic jam at It 
"Berkery was pushing toi 
Blaney later testified, is 
witness stand. "Poulson 
excited.' He unlocked the 
walked out. Outside the) 
cops were coming, so th 
The siren, it-later turned 
ing the teen-age curfew fi 
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estimated million and a 
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Later, Richie testified at t 
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next day by a Pottsville 
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The cellar safe was crammed with bills. 

TIGER LIL  

According to police, Miller did know. 
The police say Miller had lived in Potts-
ville, had done heavy-equipment con-
tracting for John B. Rich, had twice 
gone into partnership with him, had 
visited his house twice to borrow money 
and had been there socially. According 
to Miller's testimony at trial, he told 
Lillian that John B. Rich had a half 
million dollars in a safe in his cellar. 

John B. Rich's name was Giovanni 
Batista Recchione when he came to 
America from Italy in 1906, a 14-year-old 
boy without a single dollar in his pocket 

• or a word of English on his tongue. His 
first job in Pottsville was for a hard-rock 
tunneling contractor, working in the 
mines for $2.17 a day. But success came 
swiftly, and by the time World War H 
had broken out, he was the owner of the 
Gilberton Coal Company, a monadnock 
of prosperity in an industry that had been 
eroding for 30 years. 

"This is fantastic," Rich said the day 
after Lillian's arrest when 'asked about 
the reported $500,000 taken from his 
cellar. "Can you imagine me going to 
Europe and leaving nearly halt a million 
dollars in the basanaur 

At Lillian's trial, with the Internal 
Revenue Service among the spectators, 
11,0 wee men more vehement. In answer 
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make the trip for her. To accompany 
them Bakery recruited Robert Poulson 
and Vincent Blaney, two of his old pals 
who, Philadelphia police said, belonged 
to what they called the K-and-A Gang, 
a group of loosely affiliated second-story 
men who used the Philadelphia street-
corner of Kensington and Allegheny as 
both a hangout and a hiring hall. 

The burglary took place on August 7, 
1959. Bing Miller happened to be visiting 
Pottsville at the time, although an attack 
of abdominal hemorrhaging gave him the 
alibi of a hospital bed. Later, after he 
turned state's evidence, he testified that 
Lillian had telephoned him in his hospital 
room the night before the burglary, com-
plaining that she was broke and saying, 
"Well, 1 guess I'll have to come up and 
see your friend Johnny Rich." 

"Don't come up now," Miller said he 
answered in all innocence, "he isn't 
home." According to police testimony, 
Lillian was in a sidewalk telephone booth 
in Philadelphia when she made the call, 
while the four members of her "gang" 
waited in a car parked at the curb. 

According to trial testimony, including 
Poulson's confession, the following events 
took place: Lillian's alleged task force 
drove to Pottsville in Staino's new yellow 
Lincoln, stopping along the way at Read-
ing to purchase the necessary tools—a 
sledge hammer. crowbars. a hacksaw. 
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In the white unreality of their flashlight 
beams the safe seemed to be crammed 
along its top two shelves with old news-
papers. "These guys had never really seen 
any heavy money," Captain Stanton said 
later. "A big score with them might have 
been a couple of thousand. Berkery had 
told them that there was supposed to be 
a half million in the safe, but they didn't 
really believe it." It wasn't until Poulson 
took a closer look that he cried out, -les 
money!" Indeed it was. According to 
police testimony at the trial, the safe was 
stuffed with bills. 

Testimony also showed that even 
Berkery had come unprepared for the 
sight. All he had brought to cart the 
loot was a small zippered carryall bag. 
"Go get something else to put it in," 
Poulson said. Bakery hurried to an up-
stairs bedroom and returned with the 
cover from a bolster. Poulson began 
audios the money into it. But after a few 
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so pain mammy that there had been a 
huge mug at money in his safe, he ea- 

'1 elsiessiod, from the stand, 
gibers a tier The prosecutor asked Bs 
mat to dictate him a hostile witness. 

John' " 	B. Stich may be the second-largest 
• empItgor in Pottsville." the prosecutor 

as "but that doesn't make biro U 
mond mat honest num." 

. 	Milian Reis Corabi is today as much It 
, AVM of Pottsville as John B. Rich, but 
4110goven the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania claims that she ever visited his 
cellar. Aolarding to the prosecution's 

' contentiaa at her trial. Lillian hired 
Stelels *Ono Jr. and John Bakery to 

. 	. 
screwdrivers and a hatchet. It was after 
nightfall when the four finally pulled up 
alongside the Rich grounds. They got out 
of the Ger, walked directly so the side 
entrance, slipped the screen-door lock 
and then slipped the lock of the inside 
door behind it. They were through bath 
doom in a matter of seconds. 	- 

Stain° remained on the fins floor, 
stationing himself at a front window 
as & lookout. Berkery, Poulson and 
Vincent Blaney went downstairs to the 
cellar, found the safe in the pantry room 
and wheeled it to the cellar hallway. The 
safe, little more than a fireproof metal 
cabinet proved a surprisingly soft job. 
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moments he noticed that the money was 
pouring out the other end. Bakery threw 
away the empty bolster cover and hurried 
upstairs again, this time returning with p 
pillowcase. Bolster covers, be had 0* 
covered, are open at both ends. 

The pillowcase was almost full when, 
at exactly 9:50 PAL. they heard a siren 
in the neighborhood. Staino, from his 
window post, ran to the cellar door and 
shouted excitedly, "Here come the cops." 
Poulson and Vincent Blaney immediately 
began to grab all the money they could 
bold. Berkery dashed up the stairs empty-
handed. When Poulson and Vincent 
Blaney came up after him with their  

testified. "My brother ha 
hands and kept counun 
so excited he couldn's 
took the wheel of the a, 
back toward Philadeiebil 
confessed to police. 

It was at Staino's ape 
Philadelphia that the fou 
to count the night's 
threw the money on a 
later confessed. "It dam 
the whole bed." The bill 
tens, twenties, fifties and I 
never was a complete and 
three dacteat counts," 
later said to police. "Om 
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to police testimony that there had beat a 
huge swei et money in his safe, he ex-
elsined„ tegifood, from die stand, 
gibers a lie" The pCOICCUtOr asked 1h 
met to dictate hint a hostile witness. 
"Jobe B. Rich may be the second-largest 
eamicarr hi Pottsville." the prosecutor 
said, qua that doesn't make biro Ogi 
ap:ond most honest man." 

Jailitw Reis Corabi is today as much a 
„awl of Pottsville as John B. Rich, but 

, opitaven the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania claims that she ever visited his 

According to the prosecution's 
' contentioa at her trial. Lillian hired 

1410 *give Jr. and John Bakery to 

screwdrivers and a hatchet. It was after 
nightfall when the four finally pulled up 
alongside the Rich grounds. They got out 
of the car, walked directly to the side 
entrance, slipped the screen-door lock 
and then slipped the lock of the inside 
door behind it. They were through both 
doors in a matter of seconds. 	• 

Stain remained on the first door, 
stationing himself at a front window 
as g lookout. Berkey, Poulson and 
Vincent Blaney went downstairs to the 
cellar, found the safe in the pantry room 
and wheeled it to the cellar hallway. The 
safe, little more than a fireproof metal 
cabinet proved a surprisingly soft job. 
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moments he noticed that the money was 
pouring out the other end. Bakery threw 
away the empty bolster cover and hurried 
upstairs again, this time returning with 
pillowr.ase. Bolster covers, he had tai" 
covered, are open at both ends. 

The pillowcase was almost full when. 
at exactly 9:30 PM., they heard a siren 
in the neighborhood. Stain, from his 
window post, ran to the cellar door and 
shouted excitedly, "Here come the cops." 
Poulson and Vincent Blaney immediately 
began to grab all the money they could 
bold. Berkey dashed up the stain empty-
handed. When Poulson and Vincent 
Blaney came up after him with their 
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100,000, to be split for ways. When 
they found there was even more than 
$100.000, several of them wanted a big-
ger sham. "Poulson told me that my 
brother wanted all the money they found 
in the safe split four ways and kept argu-
ing to put out Lillian Reis and Bing 
Miller," Richie Blaney later testified. 
"Stain, who was Lillian's boyfriend but 
who was not going with her at the time 
because they had an argument, was will-
ing to cut out Lillian and Bing. Bakery 
insisted that Lillian and Miller be cut in. 
llerkery said, 'A deal's a deal.'" 

As a compromise, Poulson and Vincent 
Blaney took, in addition to their $25,000, 
all the five-dollar bills. They called it 
"pin money" and didn't bother to count 
it. When they did, it came to $1,200 
apiece. They left Staines apartment and 
went to Richie Blaney's house in a taxi-
cab. Each carried a brown paper bag. 

"Poulson said, 'We just made a half-
million-dollar score,'" Richie later testi-
fied. "1 didn't believe them until they 
emptied the bags on my kitchen table. 
There was $25,000 in each bag. Each had 
$1,200 in five-dollar bills in their pockets 
besides." Then they went out to celebrate. 
Before they left, Vincent Blaney hid his 
money in Richie Blaney's oven. 

When Richie Blaney began squealing, 
some six months after the burglary, 
Captain Ferguson knew that it was not 
the most credible sound ever to come 
from a witness. On the other hand, 
Ferguson knew that Lillian Reis had sud-
denly purchased the Celebrity Room for 
an announced price of $40,000, a strange 
new display of opulence for a girl who 
until then had bought shoes and other 
household furnishings on an installment 
plan of roughly three dollar, per week.  

driveway. He had been boson, stabbed 
in the back at least half a dozen times 
and shot in the base of the skull with e 
amalkaliber bullet. An emergency opera. 
tion kept him alive, but from that ma 
malt on be refused to contiatie Ai 4 
witness for the prosecution. 

• lethal Sabrienglon 
Shortly after losing Poulson as a wit-

ness, Captain Ferguson announced that 
be had lost Vincent Blaney too. Vincent 
had walked out of his house on August 3, 
1960. He never returned. Two vacationers 
fishing from a motorboat pulled the re-
mains of his crab-eaten body from the 
sea of Atlantic City on August 23. He, 
too. had been shot in the back of the head 
with a small-caliber bullet. A 37-pound 
weight from an industrial scale and a 
seven-foot chain had been padlocked on 
his body. Some six months later LAM 
was arrested for the murder. 

This turn of events occurred when an 
obscure character named Robert L Rus-
sell, in the midst of telling about his 
own crimes, suddenly told police that 
he had watched John Berkery and a 
young accomplice kill Vincent Blaney in 
an Atlantic City boatyard while Lillian 
watched, laughing. Russell, who bad a 
small spender's intimacy of Philadelphia 
night life and an avid interest in the daily 
newspapers, subsequently admitted his 
story was a fabrication. 

"On account of this nut 1 spent throe 
weeks in jail," Lillian later said with some 
heat. "1 tell you it wasn't for two years 
that I got that New Jersey murder indict-
ment quashed, and you know who did it? 
Russell's own lawyer. He felt so bad 
about what this nut had done to me."  

at me. I'm sure they could tell you boi.ti 
I was dressed and bow 1 fixed my hair, 
but not what was going on. They didn't 
seem to understand, for ihmeha. that 
Bing Miller gave me enough money to 
buy the Celebrity Room three times over." 

The evidence against Lillian was, as a 
matter of fact, highly circumstantial. 
With the brothers Blaney dead and 
Robert Poulson silent, Bing Miller re-
mined as the Commonwealth's only wit-
ness to testify that he had direct knowl-
edge of Lillian's participation in the 
burglary. "Our biggest drawback," one 
of the jurors told the court when the 
panel returned from its deliberations to 
report that it was deadlocked, "was 
where, or when, cl who activated thi 
money to Lillian Reis. Thc other men, 
they took each $25,000 	, and they 
went. They left the rest Li the money at 
Staines. Now how was the money dc-
livered to this girl? We don't know." 

The Commonwealth didn't know either. 
Instead, it tried to prove that Lillian had 
begun to exhibit a mysteriously sudden 
wealth in the days following John B. 
Rich's profound loss. The Common-
wealth's main case in point was Lillian's 
purchase of the Celebrity Room. 

Lillian never took the stand in her own 
behalf. To explain where she got the 
money to buy the Celebrity Room, the 
defense called on Michael IL Corabi, 
who legally is still Lillian's husband. "In 
September, '5n," he told the court, "Lil-
lian and 1 were sitting watching television. 
My wife, Lillian—she went down to the 
basement, and she came up with a hat-
box. She said she wanted me to help her 
count some money for her, and she went 
upstairs in the front bedroom. She emp-
tied out the box, and she told me to 
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100,000, to be split four ways. When 
they found there was even more than 
$100,000, several of than wanted a big-
ger sham. "Poulson told me that my 
brother wanted all the money they found 
in the safe split four ways and kept argu-
ing to put out Lillian Reis and Bing 
Miller," Richie Blaney later testified. 
"Slain, who was Lillian's boyfriend but 
who was not going with her at the time 
because they had an argument, was will-
ing to cut out Lillian and Bing. fierkedy 
insisted that Lillian and Miller be cut in. 
jlerkery said, 'A deal's a deal.'" 

As a compromise, Poulson and Vincent 
Blaney took, in addition to their $25,000, 
all the five-dollar bills. They called it 
"pin money" and didn't bother to count 
it. When they did, it came to $1,200 
apiece. They left Staino's apartment and 
went to Richie Blaney's house in a taxi-
cab. Each carried a brown paper bag. 

"Poulson said, 'We just made a half-
million-dollar score,'" Richie later testi-
fied. "1 didn't believe them until they 
emptied the bags on my kitchen table. 
There was $25,000 in each bag. Each had 
31,200 in five-dollar bills in their pockets 
besides." Then they went out to celebrate. 
Before they left, Vincent Blaney hid his 
money in Richie Blaney's oven. 

When Richie Blaney began squealing, 
some six months after the burglary, 
Captain Ferguson knew that it was not 
the most credible sound ever to come 
from a witness. On the other hand, 
Ferguson knew that Lillian Reis had sud-
denly purchased the Celebrity Room for 
an announced price of $40,000, a strange 
new display of opulence for a girl who 
until then had bought sheets and other 
household furnishings on an installment 
plan of roughly three dollar, per week. 
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driveway. He had been boson, stabbed 
in the back at least half a dozen times 
and shot in the base of the skull with e 
amalkaliber bullet. An emergency opera. 
tion kept him alive, but from that ma 
meat on be refused to co' tiatie Si 
witness for the prolocution. 

• What Sabrioagon 

Shortly after losing Poulson as a wit-
ness, Captain Ferguson announced that 
be had lost Vincent Blaney too. Vincent 
had walked out of his house on August 3, 
1960. He never returned. Two vacationers 
fishing from a motorboat pulled the re-
mains of his crab-eaten body from the 
sea off Atlantic City on August 23. He, 
too. had been shot in the back of the head 
with a small-caliber bullet. A 37-pound 
weight from an industrial scale and a 
seven-foot chain had been padlocked on 
his body. Some six months law Lillian 
was arrested for the murder. 

This turn of events occurred when an 
obscure character named Robert L Rut 

in the midst of telling about his 
own crimes, suddenly told police that 
he bad watched John Berkery and a 
young accomplice kill Vincent Blaney in 
an Atlantic City boatyard while Lillian 
watched, laughing. Russell, who bad a 
small spender's intimacy of Philadelphia 
night life and an avid interest in the daily 
newspapers, subsequently admitted his 
story was a fabrication. 

"On account of this nut I spent throe 
weeks in jail," Lillian later said with some 
heat. "I tell you it wasn't for two years 
that I got that New Jersey murder indict-
ment quashed, and you know who did it? 
Russell's own lawyer. He felt so bad 
about what this nut had done to me." 
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at me. I'm sure they could tell you how 
I was dressed and bow 1 fixed my hair, 
but not what was going on. They didn't 
scent to understand, for instance. that 
Bing Miller gave me enough money to 
buy the Celebrity Room three times over." 

The evidence against Lillian was, as a 
matter of fact, highly circumstantial. 
With the brothers Blaney dead and 
Robert Poulson silent, Bing Miller re-
mauled as the Commonwealth's only wit-
ness to testify that he had direct knowl-
edge of Lillian's participation in the 
burglary. "Our biggest drawback," one 
of the jurors told the court when the 
panel returned from its deliberations to 
report that it was deedlocked, "was 
where, or when, 	who delivered thi 
money to Lillian Reis. The other men, 
they took each $25,000 	, and they 
went. They left the rest ci the money at 
Steam's. Now how was the money do-
livered to this girl? We don't know." 

The Commonwealth didn't know either. 
instead, it tried to prove that Lillian had 
begun to exhibit a mysteriously sudden 
wealth in the days following John B. 
Rich's profound toss. The Common-
wealth's main case in point was 1.illian's 
purchase of the Celebrity Room. 

Lillian never took the stand in her own 
behalf. To explain where she got the 
money to buy the Celebrity Room, the 
defense called on Michael R. Corabi, 
who legally is still Lillian's husband. "In 
September. '58," he told the court, "Lil-
lian and 1 were sitting watching television. 
My wife, Lillian—she went down to the 
basement, and she came up with a hat-
box. She said she wanted me to help her 
count some money for her, and the went 
upstairs in the front bedroom. She emp-
tied out the box, and she told use to 
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that I remember." According to Richie 
Blaney the men tried several times but 
couldn't count! past $400,030. It was 
Richie who supplied police with the 
prosecution's estimate of $478,000. 

Without really believing there would 
be that much money in the safe, the four 
nun had contracted to do the job for 

As their first step in breaking the case, 
Ferguson and his associates began look-
ing for Lillian's boyfriend, Bing Miller. 
They found him operating a motel and 
restaurant in the New Jersey fishing 
resort of Forked River. As Miller later 
testified, his contracting business had 
gone bankrupt, and he was suffering from 
leukemia. Police also learned that he 
had served two months in a Pennsyl-
vania jail on a charge of issuing worth-
less checks and that he had failed to 
report to his probation officer.' It was 
under this pretext that they asked him to 
accompany them to the Belmont State 
Police Barracks at Philadelphia on April 
2, 1960. Once there, he soon admitted 
that he had been the finger man for the 
burglary at John B. Rich's house and 
that his share of the loot had been $7,000, 
paid w him in a cardboard box by Lillian 
Reis's stepfather, Sidney Raskin. The 
transaction, he said, had taken place in 
Reiskin's jewelry store in New York. 

The night after Miller's confession, 
Lillian was arrested at her club, Ralph 
Serino was arrested outside it and Robert 
Poulson was arrested at another club. 
Vincent Blaney was arrested in a taxicab 
three days later. John Berkery gave him-
self up through his attorney on April 8. 
Poulson and Vincent Blaney eventually 
signed confessions. 

On August 13, 1960, four months after 
Robert Poulson had signed his confes-
sion, two nurses coming off duty at Out 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Camden, 
NJ.. found him Sioasetios is the rear 

Robert Poulson was convicted of the 
Pottsville burglary on March 24. 1961. 
John Berkery and Ralph Staino Jr. were 
convicted of it on May 9, 1961. Poulson 
Berkery and Staino are out on bail, 
pending disposition of their appeals. 
Richie Blaney was blown up by dynamite 
in his car on July 27, 1961. It was his 
27th birthday. Captain Ferguson, in Los 
Angeles at the time, told reporters, "1 
expected this thing all along. . . . That 
yellow gang of Staino, Bakery and Reis 
are responsible for this. I'll take care of 
them when 1 get back to Philadelphia. 
You can put me on record as saying 111 
get every last one of than." 

Lillian finally came to trial in Septem-
ber. The trial took place in Pottsville, the 
city that John O'Hara disguised as ''Gibbs-
vine" in such best-sellers as Appoiaoneat 
is Santana. It is the capital of Pennsyl-
vania's coal region, and for more than 
30 years has ranked as one of the coun-
try's most depressed areas. 

Everybody in Pottsville loves a trial, 
but particularly the jurors, who are paid 
nine dollars a day. On the night before 
her trial, Lillian attended a Joey Giardello 
fight in Philadelphia. The next morning 
she arrived in court SO minutes late and 
explained that she had gotten lost. Dur-
ing the trial she wore something new 
every day. Only one of the six men on the 
jury voted against her. 

"Those jurors," she said later, '1 don't 
think they understood what was going 
on. They didn't look like they were listen-
ing to the Watigallai—ibC),  were looking 

Only one of the six men on the jury voted against Lillian. 
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Only one of the six men on the jury voted against Lillian. 
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that 1 remember." According to Richie 
Blaney the men tried several times but 
couldn't count! past $400,000. It was 
Richie who supplied police with the 
prosecution's estimate of $478,000. 

Without really believing there would 
be that much money in the safe, the four 
Olen had contracted to do the job for 

As their first step in breaking the case, 
Ferguson and his associates began look-
ing for Lilhan's boyfriend, Bing Miller. 
They found him operating a motel and 
restaurant in the New Jersey fishing 
resort of Forked River. As Miller later 
testified, his contracting business had 
gone bankrupt, and he was suffering from 
leukemia. Police also learned that he 
had served two months in a Pennsyl-
vania jail on a charge of issuing worth-
less checks and that he had failed to 
report to his probation officer.' It was 
under this pretext that they asked him to 
accompany them to the Belmont State 
Police Barracks at Philadelphia on April 
2, 1960. Once there, he soon admitted 
that he had been the finger man for the 
burglary at John B. Rich's house and 
that his share of the loot had been $7,000, 
paid to him in a cardboard box by Lillian 
Reis's stepfather, Sidney Reiskin. The 
transaction, he said, had taken place in 
Reiskin's jewelry store in New York. 

The night after Miller's confession, 
Lillian was arrested at her club, Ralph 
Staino was arrested outside it and Robert 
Poulson was arrested at another club. 
Vincent Blaney was arrested in a taxicab 
three days later. John Berkery gave him-
self up through his attorney on April 8. 
Poulson and Vincent Blaney eventually 
signed confessions. 

On August 13, 1960, four months after 
Robert Poulson had signed his confes-
sion, two nurses coming off duty at Ow 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Camden, 
NJ.. found him Sioasetios is the rear 

Robert Poulson was convicted of the 
Pottsville burglary on March 24. 1961. 
John Berkery and Ralph Staino Jr. were 
convicted of it on May 9, 1961. Poulson 
Berkery and Staino are out on bail, 
pending disposition of their appeals. 
Richie Blaney was blown up by dynamite 
in his car on July 27, 1961. It was his 
27th birthday. Captain Ferguson, in Loa 
Angeles at the time, told reporters, "1 
expected this thing all along. . . . That 
yellow gang of Staino, Bakery and Reis 
arc responsible for this. I'll take care of 
them when 1 get back to Philadelphia. 
You can put me on record as saying 
get every last one of them." 

Lillian finally came to trial in Septem-
ber. The trial took place in Pottsville, the 
city that John O'Hara disguised as "Gibbs-
ville" in such best-sellers as Appoironterst 
Ia Santana. It is the capital of Pennsyl-
vania's coal region, and for more than 
30 years has ranked as one of the coun-
try's most depressed areas. 

Everybody in Pottsville loves a trial, 
but particularly the jurors, who are paid 
nine dollars a day. On the night before 
her trial, Lillian attended a Joey Giardello 
fight in Philadelphia. The next morning 
she arrived in court SO minutes late and 
explained that she had gotten lost. Dur-
ing the trial she wore something new 
every day. Only one of the six men on the 
jury voted against her. 

"Those jurors," she said later, "1 don't 
think they understood what was going 
on. They didn't look like they were listen-
ing to the Watigallai—they were looking 
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count the money. She said, 'We'll put it 
in stacks so I can re-count it with you.' 
After we got done counting the money, 
it was 529,950, and I had remarked to her 
I was amazed." 

To corroborate Corabes story, the 
defense produced Lillian's stepfather, 
Sidney Reiskin, a S4-year-old jeweler 
with a round, red face, a toothy smile 
and a pronounced anxiety at facing his 
stepdaughter's accusers. He said he had 
borrowed 515.000 from a brother's 
brother-in-law to invest it in Lillian's 
purchase of the Celebrity Room. When 
he found he couldn't repay the loan. be  
telephoned Lillian, who told him to go 
to a closet in the cellar boiler room of his 
home in Flushing. N.Y. There, he said, 
he found an old valise in which Lillian 
had been saving money for the past six 
or seven years. He opened al, took out 
the $12,000 necessary to repay the balance 
of his loan, and then brought the valise 
to Lillian in Philadelphia without bother-
ing to count the remainder of its con-
tents. "I never looked into the valise 
before that," he testified. "I did not know 
what was in the valise." 

After the trial Lillian seemed annoyed 
at the prosecution's skepticism. "Why 
should it be so bard to believe that I'm  

and told him, "The b 
last night and got V 
testified, she told him 
had been in Philadelp 
gave him a package 
"When you go to New 
store, and he'll give it 

Lillian refuses to 
leuer that Bing Milk 
courtroom. "Actually 
man Miller never cam 
would never believe 
man wanted was for pc 
than he would ever tl 
wanted to be known 
We would have lunch 
some godforsaken pki 
restaurant, or I would 
friend's, . and she w 
wouldn't go if she vial 
is the truth. 

"My husband, M 
Miller. Mike knew e 
the respect Mike has 
of the reasons why I it 
admire him. Mike an 
anything other than w 
and I don't think the 
that I would want to. 
in the trial that he did 

"Sure 1 was hon.' 
confesses now. He hi 
beautiful Italian face 

"I'm a rat," said Lillian. "Ever 
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count the money. She said, 'We'll put it 
in stacks so I can re-count it with you.' 
After we got done counting the money. 
it was 529,950, and I had remarked to ha 
I was amazed." 

To corroborate Corabi's story, the 
defense produced Lillian's stepfather, 
Sidney Reiskin, a S4-year-old jeweler 
with a round, red face, a toothy smile 
and a pronounced anxiety at facing his 
stepdaughter's accusers. He said he had 
borrowed $15.000 from a brother's 
brother-in-law to invest it in Lillian's 
purchase of the Celebrity Room. When 
be found he couldn't repay the loan, be 
telephoned Lillian, who told him to go 
to a closet in the cellar boiler room of his 
home in Flushing, N.Y. There, he said, 
he found an old valise in which Lillian 
had been saving money for the past six 
or seven years. He opened it, took out 
the $12,000 necessary to repay the balance 
of his loan, and then brought the valise 
to Lillian in Philadelphia without bother-
ing to count the remainder of its con-
tents. "I never looked into the valise 
before that," he testified. did not know 
what was in the valise." 

After the trial Lillian seemed annoyed 
at the prosecution's skepticism. "Why 
should it be so bard to believe that I'm 
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TM klmUcal Matter after 
Mving boon dipped In hot 
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• If, for this salt spray test, the starter had been protected by its standard 
NEMA 1 enclosure, there would have been no difference in appearance 
between pictures No. 1 and No. 2. Nor would there have been any effect car 
from the salt spray on the enclosure itself because of its s • triple 
coating. However, Allen-Bradley continuously checks the bare starter 
in severe tests, such as the salt spray test, to give you maximum protect 
don from corrosive atmospheres which would otherwise be a menace 
to the trouble free operatic of the control. It is another "plus value" 
which you obtain at a esdi cost, when you buy Allen-Bradley control. 

Dui Allen-Bradley's interest in giving the customer "top value" for 
his money does not stop with the salt spray test. There is continuous 
testing of materials, components, as well as complete assemblies which 
is the company's "standard practice"—in fact, some are carried to total 
destruction in order to obtain an idea of how much punishment A-B 
control can really take . . . brad possibilities for further improvement are 
slot ignored. 

• Ask your nearest Allen-Bradley appointed distributor to show you one 
of the now Series K starters—you'll have no difficulty in recognizing its 
superior quality. Or, please write for Publication 6100: Allen-Bradley Co., 
1200 S. Third St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53204. la Canada: Allca-ltradley 
Canada Ltd., Galt, Ont. 

*TEST CONDITIONS—Equipment set up to provide the accelerated test conditions—
with the exposure zone at 96•F. 100% relative humidity and with solution containing 
20% by weight of salt and 80% by weight of distilled water atomized within the test teak. 
Thai, OW conditions are moire/base throuahout 100 hours. . 

ALLEN-BRADLEY 
Member of 14CmA 

QUALITY MOTOR CONTROL 
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saving b29,000 in my ceilarr she said. 
"People arc eager enough to believe that 
John B. Rich was saving .a half milhoo 
dollars in his cellar, and went to Europa 
and left it unguarded. 1 mean they don't 
want to believe 1 have it when I'm saying 
I did, and do want to believe ho had it 
when be's saying he didn't. I always 
saved money. I was saving it for a pur-
pose, to buy the club. 1 would keep it in 
my own cellar, and then when I went to 
my mother's house, I would put it away 
there. And it wasn't only the money that 
Bing Miller gave me." 

When Bing Miller testified at the trial, 
he said that at the height of his associa-
tion with Lillian he would telephone 
Lillian every day at one PAL, no matter 
where he was. "Well, we always talked 
about money." be said. "That was the 
first order of business. Lil had trouble 
geeing along. She had no money. She 
ehvays kept telling ate about it." 

In addition to paying her S200 a week 
for herself, it was testified, be paid her 
$103 a month for the mortgage on her 
house, SSO a week for her maid and S100 
a month for the rent of the apartment of 
one of her girl friends. They met there, 
he testified, every Wednesday at one 
P.M. She wouldn't allow him in her house. 

He would fly into Philadelphia on a 
Tuesday, see her in the Celebrity Room 
that night and then spend exactly two 
hours with her the next day. Later, he 
testified, when the girl friend wouldn't let 
them use her apartment anymore, he 
would see Lillian in his room at the 
Bellevue-Stratford. Toward the end, 
after his business began to fail, he gave 
her only $150 a week. The day after the 
burglary, he said, she telephoned him 
again in his hospital room in Pottsville 

Lalliits1"11 youngest "dam 
like these guys whispers 
selves when I'd walk up 
her right from the begin 
going to give, give. and 
thing. I wasn't nab* 01 
their relationship." 

He sat in the Bellew 
lounge in Philadelphia,1 
and erect, with a Loudi 
temples. Currently he 
jeweler. "We were havi 
he said. "But I guess t 
was the mink coat, wk 
move out. She said h 
mink coat. I said, 'If y 
coat, we can get a min 
making a few bills a we 
a few bills a week. We 
aged. 1 mean, it wail! 
sweat. I told her, 'He's1 
a mink coat, bps gain 
thing for it.' Sure, I was 

Standing at the bar 
Room with a double So 
Lillian was told what 
The police had been ra 
least once a week, she 
to spend several early 
the authorities had on 
miss her bartenders, t 
announced its intentia 
place. She began to cry 
said, fighting the tau 
mapped a .hlue river d 
hate myself. Everything 
Nothing's ever good e 
want something more. 
orator. I thought, 'Oh, 
more thing, a refrigenu 
orator, do you hurt son 
Everything I touch, 1 
have broken my bead 
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The sane starter after 100 
hours Is standard AVM 
sail spray test. Thereupon 
elf-dried for 24 hours. DO-
Menu In appears's', dye 
to see losrusionso. 

No. 11 
TM 'deadest starter after 
having boon dipped In hot 
water and the sett crystals 
brushed off with • soft brie. 
IN brush. Thews k virtually 
no difference in appearama 
between pictures 3 and 1. 

No.1 
sUusTres 	Mao 2 Weedy 
standard starter Win from 
the production this for volt 

4. spray tut. Nona of those 
starter paatagraPilis haw 
Mesa rehlmiliMil In fur soy. 

• If, for this salt spray test, the starter had been protected by its standard 
NEMA 1 enclosure, there would have been no difference in appearance 
between pictures No. 1 and No. 2. Nor would there have been any effect car 
from the salt spray on the enclosure itself because of its s • triple 
coating. However, Allen-Bradley continuously checks the bare starter 
in severe tests, such as the salt spray test, to give you maximum protec-
tion from corrosive atmospheres which would otherwise be a menace 
to the trouble free operatic k of the control. It is another "plus value" 
which you obtain at nAr exA cost, when you buy Allen-Bradley control. 

But Allen-Bradley's interest in giving the customer "top value" for 
his money does not stop with the salt spray test. There is continuous 
testing of materials, components, as well as complete assemblies which 
is the company's "standard practice" —in fact, some are carried to total 
destruction in order to obtain an idea of how much punishment A-B 
control can really take . . . and possibilities for further improvement arc 
slot ignored. 

• Ask your nearest Allen-Bradley appointed distributor to show you one 
of the new Series K starters—you'll have no difficulty in recognizing its 
superior quality. Or, please write for Publication 6100: Allen-Bradley Co., 
1200 S. Third St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53204. In Canada: Allen-liradley 
Canada Ltd., Galt, Ont. 

*TEST CONDITIONS—Equipment sot up to provide the accelerated test conditions—
with the exposure zone at 96'F. 100% relative humidity and with solution containing 
20% by weight of salt and 80% by weight of distilled water atomized within the test tar*. 
Thom test oonnitioes are maintained throughout 100 hours. . 

ALLEN-BRADLEY 
member of ftexrA 

QUALITY MOTOR CONTROL 
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saving b29,uuu to my cellar!" she said. 
"People arc eager enough to believe that 
John B. Ricb was saving .a half million 
dollars in his cellar, and went to Europa 
and left it unguarded. 1 mean they don't 
want to believe I have it when I'm saying 
I did, and do want to believe ho had it 
when be's saying he didn't. I always 
saved money. I was saving it for a pur-
pose, to buy the club. I would keep it in 
my own cellar, and then when I went to 
my mother's house, I would put it away 
there. And it wasn't only the money that 
Bing Miller gave me." 

When Bing Miller testified at the trial, 
be said that at the height of his associa-
tion with Lillian he would telephone 
Lillian every day at one PAL, no matter 
where he was. "Well, we always talked 
about money." be said. "That was the 
first order of business. Lil had trouble 
getting along. She had no money. fibs 
ahvays kept telling ate about it." 

In addition to paying her 1200 a week 
for herself, it was testified, be paid her 
$103 a month for the mortgage on her 
house, SSO a week for her maid and SIGO 
a month for the rent of the apartment of 
one of her girl friends. They met there, 
be testified, every Wednesday at one 
p.m. She wouldn't allow him in her house. 

He would fly into Philadelphia oa a 
Tuesday, see her in the Celebrity Room 
that night and then spend exactly two 
hours with her the next day. Later, he 
testified, when the girl friend wouldn't let 
them use her apartment anymore, he 
would see Lillian in his room at the 
Bellevue-Stratford. Toward the end, 
after his business began to fail, he gave 
her only 1150 a week. The day after the 
burglary, he said, she telephoned him 
again in his hospital room in Pousvilla 

JITT•11•1•••••••■•••■••• 	 

• 



• 

I love, I hurt. I always want, want, want!"  

and-a-had-hour outpouring of memories. charge plate. Many times the girls would 
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good enough for me. I always want. 
want, want!" 

The story of Lillian's life, as a matter 
of fact, has been an attempt to escape 
from want. "But no matter how poor we 
were, my family always tried to see to it 
that I had," she says. She won't tell who 
het father was. "You don't have to use 
his name," she said. "A Romeo, that's all 
I can remember about him. Gilbert Rol-
and always reminds me of him. My dad 
was a milkman." Her mother was bore 
in Budapest. "She came here, I think, 
when she was eleven," Lillian said. "Her 
name is Marge. She met my dad in New 
York; she was about sixteen when they 
got married.When I was born, they were 
living in Brooklyn. Then, when I was 
two months old, they moved to Denver. 
In Denver they separated about throe 
different occasions, and the third time it 
was to stay." 

Lillian and her mother returned to 
New York and moved in with her 
mother's parents. Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Goldstein, immigrant colonists among 
the Leaning, pushcart-fronted tenements 
of the Lower tau Side. 	. 

To describe her life in her grandmother's 
sixth-flight walk-up, Lillian once wrote 
a manuscript in a single sitting, a two- 

when she quit high school to become a 
chorus girLA booking agent got her a six-
week job in the line at the Beachcomber 
in Miami Beach. Before she left her 
mother gave her a Saks Fifth Avenue 
charge plate. ”Don't lose it, baby," her 
mother said. "I know you won't ask for 
anything, so take this, and if there is any-
thing you need, go and get it." At the 
time, Lillian said she had no intention of 
using the charge plate. 

When she arrived in Florida, however, 
the first sights that greeted her were the 
mink stoles, diamond bracelets, gold 
bathing suits and other gifts that her 
colleagues in the chorus line were receiv-
ing from bald-headed boyfriends. "They 
were just run-of-the-mill, natural gifts 
from the dates they had the night be-
fore," she wrote in her manuscript. "And 
there I was with Mom's charge plate. 
The beaded dresses are what really 
stunned me!" One day Lillian went to 
Saks, bought her own beaded dress and 
wore it in the club. "But I didn't prove 
anything, I guess, bemuse—nobody be-
lieved my Mom bought it for me," she 
said. "They all took it for granted that 
I had done something wrong. 

"After a while I saw I was missing out 
on everything, and I stopped using the 
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good enough for me. I always want. 
want, wand" 

The story of Lillian's life. as a matter 
of fact, has been an attempt to escape 
from want. "But no matter how poor we 
were, my family always tried to see to it 
that l had," she says. She won't tell who 
het father was. You don't have to use 
his name," she said. "A Romeo, that's all 
I can remember about him. Gilbert Rol-
and always reminds me of him. My dad 
was a milkman." Her mother was born 
in Budapest. "She came here, I think, 
when she was eleven," Lillian said. "Her 
name is Marge. She met my dad in New 
York; she was about sixteen when they 
got married.When was born, they were 
living in Brooklyn. Then, when 1 was 
two months old, they moved to Denver. 
In Denver they separated about throe 
different occasions, and the third time it 
was to stay." 

Lillian and her mother returned to 
New York and moved in with her 
mother's parents. Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Goldstein, immigrant colonists among 
the teeming, pushcart-fronted tenements 
of the Lower tau Side. • 

To describe her life it her grandmother's 
sixth-flight walk-up, Lillian once wrote 
a manuscript in a single sitting, a two-
and-a-had-hour outpouring of memories. 
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when she quit high school to become a 
chorus girLA booking agent got here six-
week job in the line at the Beachcomber 
in Miami Beach. Before she left her 
mother gave her a Saks Fifth Avenue 
charge plate. ”Don't lose it, baby," her 
mother said. "I know you won't ask for 
anything, so take this, and if there is any-
thing you need, go and get it." At the 
time, Lillian said she had no intention of 
using the charge plate. 

When she arrived in Florida, however, 
the first sights that greeted her were the 
mink stoles, diamond bracelets, gold 
bathing suits and other gifts that her 
colleagues in the chorus line were receiv-
ing from bald-headed boyfriends. "They 
were just run-of-the-mill, natural gifts 
from the dates they had the night be-
fore," she wrote in her manuscript. "And 
there I was with Mom's charge plate. 
The beaded dresses are what really 
stunned me!" One day Lillian went to 
Saks, bought her own beaded dress and 
wore it in the club. "But 1 didn't prove 
anything, I guess, bemuse—nobody be-
lieved my Mom bought it for me," she 
said. "They all took it for granted that 
I had done something wrong. 

"After a while I saw 1 was missing out 
on everything, and I stopped using the 
charge plate. Many times the girls would 
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rig, eat your breakfast that 
the table, grab a few cookies 
us, and away you go to play. 
t that age you soar down the 
rt a thought in your mind 
on you'll only have to climb 
!. again." 

%ado flowers 
r worked in a factory, mak-

newer& Her grandfather 
her for walks in the fenced 
tryside of a Lower East Side 
grandmother was superin-
le tenement. 
ian was nine years old, her 
vat her father and married 
:in. "Now I wasn't the jan-
laughter any more," Lillian 
was the jeweler's daughter. 

nd in front of the jewelry 
if anyone would say they 
rmething in the window, I'd 
irty looks. 1 wanted to tell 
This is my father's store, 
is store.' I really loved Sid." 
was 13 she ran away to join 
ras riding two white horses," 
was raised in Denver. I knew 
I would ride the horses at 

g of the rodeo and then after 
was doing ballyhoos, but I 
:„ nobody should know me. 
f mother said I should come 
come home. She said she'll 
lessons and go into show 

right way." 
me back and was fifteen and 
months short of a diploma, 
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join them, and then the whole party 
would go somewhere else, and if Wino.. 
body didn't take me home. they would 
offer me cab fare. Cab faro would be a 
$100 bill, and many times I'd turn it 
down. This is the truth. 1 really have to 
enjoy someone's company to be with 
them, and if I'm enjoying their company, 
I don't want their money. This is the way 
I felt at the start, but after awhile, I 
learned how to not refuse money. 

"After this, whenever 1 went to work, I 
always found somebody—or somebody 
found me—that was wealthy. There was 
always somebody giving me something. 
I think every girl in show business has 
what they like to call a 'John.' She might 
not be in love with him, but he likes her, 
and he wants to do things for her. I al-
ways had one. and later, when Bing 
Miller came along, it was like anyone 
else that had ever given me anything." 

She stayed in Florida for three months, 
then went back to New York and had 
the measles. "in the meantime," she said, 
"I had this little romance with a fellow 
from the East Side that I went to school 
with, and he was cute and polite and a 
gentleman, and maybe we'd go to the 
movies, and he'd put his arm around me." 
Then Earl Carroll hired her for his 
Vanities. -In California." she said, "it's 
bar nothing. You go out, and this is it. 
When I was out in California, what 
would go on in the parties, you wouldn't 
believe. I'd go home, I'd rust home, I'd 
all me a cab and run out. I'd see movie 
stars that I'd idolized, that 1 had so much 
respect for. They made me sick, the 
things I saw, the things that they did. 
They were creeps. So me, all I was think-
ing about was the guy back in New York, 
bow nice and respectful he was to me." 
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join them, and then the whole party 
would go somewhere else, and if Willeo• 
body didn't take me home, they would 
offer me cab fare. Cab fare would be a 
S100 bill, and many times I'd turn it 
down. This is the truth. 1 really have to 
enjoy someone's company to be with 
them, and if I'm enjoying their company, 
I don't want their money. This is the way 
I felt at the start, but after awhile, I 
learned how to not refuse money. 

"After this, whenever I went to work, I 
always found somebody—or somebody 
found me—that was wealthy. There was 
always somebody giving me something. 
1 think every girl in show business has 
what they like to call a 'John.' She might 
not be in love with him, but he likes her, 
and he wants to do things for her. I al-
ways had one. and later, when Bing 
Miller came along, it was like anyone 
else that had ever given me anything." 

She stayed in Florida for three months, 
then went back to New York and had 
the measles. "In the meantime," she said, 
"I had this little romance with a fellow 
from the East Side that 1 went to school 
with, and be was cute and polite and a 
gentleman, and maybe we'd go to the 
movies, and he'd put his arm around me." 
Then Earl Carroll hired her for his 
Vanities. "In California." she said, "it's 
bar nothing. You go out. and this is it. 
When I was out in California, what 
would go on in the parties, you wouldn't 
believe. I'd go home, I'd rust home, I'd 
all me a cab and run out. I'd see movie 
stars that I'd idolized, that 1 had so much 
respect for. They made me sick, the 
things I saw, the things that they did. 
They were creeps. So me, all I was think-
ing about was the guy back in New York, 
bow nice and respectful he was to me." 
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I "Junior and I," says Lillian Reis, "it's really quite a k 

TIGER UL 

Lillian had been married, at the age or 
17, to Joe Bozyk, the 19-year-old butcher. 
They lived cin the Lower East Side. "HO 
was working, and 1 was sitting home," 
she said. "1 was scrubbing the steps, and 
I was a beautiful girl, I was. I'd get up at 
4:30 and make him his bre,akfast and give 
him his lunch box. I had a budget book, 
and I had to mark everything down. If 
put a nickel in the phone, I had to put it 
In my budget book. He was making forty-
five, fifty dollars a week, and be saw that 
I wasn't happy, and it was bugging him. 
I think I had a housedress on for one 
month straight. Honest to God, my feet 
spread, I didn't wear shoes for a month. 
And then we tried separating, and I went to 
my mother, and he went to his mother, 
and that was it. So 1 left him and took a 
job on the chorus line at the Latin Casino 
to Philadelphia." 

She met Mike Corabi, who was II 
years older than Lillian. He had been 
married once before. "Let me tell you 
about Mike," she said. "If this house was 
on fire, and he was up in the bedroom, 
and the steps were starting to burn, he'd 
tie his shoe laces, he'd jut his handker-
chief, fix his tic, do his hair and very non-
chalsnUy whistle and walk down the 
steps. Mars how cool he was." 

When she met him, he was a steady 
ringsider at the Latin Casino, then the 
headquarters of Philadelphia's good times. 
'Td NY without a *Mg Ain .was the  

her. She was a very wild chick. always. 
very tempestuous. I couldn't be away 
from her a minute but that she was get-
ting into a fight. She would go to the 
ladies' room, and on the way she would 
end up in some brawl. Some guy would 
make a pass at her, and she'd get into a 
fight with him, or she'd accuse some girl 
of having eyes for me, and I'd have lo  So 
over and haul her out of it." 

They were married May 27, 1953, in 
Philadelphia's Blue Angel, a club which 
Corabi was managing at the time. "Just 
the way he treated everything else, that's 
the way he treated me, very 
Lillian said. "My birthday comes, but 
with him, it was just another day. I would 
say, 'Arc you going to play cards? I'm 
going to such and such a place.' And 
he'd say, 'All right, enjoy yourself. You 
want me to pick you up? You want me 
to have someone come and get you? 
He'd come home from the card game. 
I'm still not home five in the morning, 
I'd get home six, six-thirty. 'You get 
home all right? Did you have a nice timer 
Maybe some women think this is what 
they want, but 1 wanted more attention." 

Mike had a close friend named Larry 
Speed. Larry Speed had a close friend 
named Junior &auto. "To me," Junior 
said, "Lil was the unattainable woman. 
She was just out of my league. 1 was the 
kind of SAY, all I could do was look at a 
woman like that and dream. 1 had no 
more thought of making out with her 
shags.tha mania arm anima. /Arad en Sus 

.  

home. We were thrown at each other, 
that's what it was." Junior was a bar-
tender at another club. 

"I had heard a lot of things about 
Junior before I met him," Lillian said. 
"When 1 met him, 1 couldn't believe it, 
because to me he was just—well, 1 knew 
he was manly, but he overpowered me.. 
Like, with Mike, he'd come home, if I 
cooked, all right, if 1 didn't cook, that's 
all right. But with Junior, it's like, 'What , 
do you mean you're too busy to cook?' 
If 1 told Mike this guy came in the club 
and brought me a few things, he says, 
'Look, if you feel that it's all right for 
you to keep it, keep it.' If it was Junior, 
he would have broke my head." 

Lillian wept when a Pottsville jury con-
victed Junior Staino of burglary. She put 
her hands to her face, but the tears leaked 
between her fingers. "Junior and 1, it's 
really quite a love story," Lillian said. 
"There's nothing wrong with it. When 1 
met him, he was torching. He had just 
broke up with his wife. And I was like 
one of the boys. But Junior would dance 
with me once in a while, and it got to a 
point that even when Mike would be 
with us, 1 wanted to be with Junior." 

When the Latin Casino closed for the 
summer, Lillian took her talents to the 
Celebrity Room, a couple of blocks away. 
Within six months she was captain of the 
line. "After the show Lil would always 
mix at the bar," another chorus girl ro-
calls. "I remember she always had money. 
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Lillian had been married, at the age of 
17, to Joe Bozyk, the 19-year-old butcher. 
They lived tin the Lower East Side. "HO 
was working, and 1 was sitting home," 
she said. "1 was scrubbing the steps, and 
I was a beautiful girl, I was. iv get up at 
4:30 and make him his breakfast and give 
him his lunch box. 1 bad a budget book, 
and I had to mark everything down. If 
put a nickel in the phone. I had to put it 
In my budget book. He was making forty-
five, fifty dollars a week, and be saw that 
I wasn't happy, and it was bugging him. 
I think 1 had a housedress on for one 
month straight. Honest to God, my feet 
spread, I didn't wear shoes for a month. 
And then we tried separating, and 1 went to 
my mother, and he went to his mother, 
and that was it. So 1 left him and took a 
job on the chorus line at the Latin Casino 
in Philadelphia." 

She met Mike Corabi, who was 11 
years older than Lillian. He had been 
married once before. "Let me tell you 
about Mike," she said. "If this house was 
On fire, and he was up in the bedroom, 
and the steps were starting to burn, he'd 
tie his shoe laces, he'd fix his handker-
chief, fix his tie, do his hair and very non-
chalanUy whistle and walk down the 
steps. That's how cool he was." 

When she met him, he was a steady 
ringsider at the Latin Casino, then the 
headquarters of Philadelphia's good times. 
Pro my without a tiouht.aba.sata  

her. She was a very wild chick, always, 
very tempestuous. 1 couldn't be away 
from her a minute but that she was get-
ting into a fight. She would go to the 
ladies' room, and on the way she would 
end up in some brawl. Some guy would 
make a pass at her, and she'd get into a 
fight with him, or she'd accuse some girl 
of having eyes for me, and I'd have lo  go 
OM and haul her out of it." 

They were married May 27, 1953, in 
Philadelphia's Blue Angel, a club which 
Corabi was managing at the time. "Just 
the way he treated everything else, that's 
the way he treated me, very lightly," 
Lillian said. "My birthday comes, but 
with him, it was just another day. I would 
say, 'Are you going to play cards? I'm 
going to such and such a place.' And 
he'd say, 'All right, enjoy yourself. You 
want me to pick you up? You want me 
to have someone come and get you? 
He'd come home from the card game, 
I'm still not home five in the morning, 
I'd get home six, six-thirty. 'You get 
home all right? Did you have a nice timer 
Maybe some women think this is what 
they want, but 1 wanted more attention." 

Mike had a close friend named Larry 
Speed. Larry Speed had a close friend 
named Junior Staino. "To me," Junior 
said, "Lil was the unattainable woman. 
She was just out of my league. 1 was the 
kind of guy, all I could do was look at a 
woman like that and dream. 1 had no 
more thought of making out with her 
Ihah...IIk• =Amin she imam. 3.4...4 an Sus  

home. We were thrown at each other, 
that's what it was." Junior was a bar-
tender at another club. 

"1 had heard a lot of things about 
Junior before I met him," Lillian said. 
"When 1 met him, 1 couldn't believe it, 
because to me he was just—well, 1 knew 
he was manly, but he overpowered me., 
Like, with Mike, he'd come home, if I 
cooked, all right, if 1 didn't cook, that's 
all right. But with Junior, it's like, 'What , 
do you mean you're too busy to cook?' 
lf 1 toll Mike this guy came in the club 
and brought me a few things, he says, 
'Look, if you feel that it's all right for 
you to keep it, keep it.' if it was Junior, 
he would have broke my head." 

Lillian wept when a Pottsville jury con-
victed Junior Staino of burglary. She  put 
her hands to her face, but the tears leaked 
between her fingers. "Junior and 1, it's 
really quite a love story," Lillian said. 
"There's nothing wrong with it. When 1 
met him, he was torching. He had just 
broke up with his wife. And I was like 
one of the boys. But Junior would dance 
with me once in a while, and it got to a 
point that even when Mike would be 
with us, I wanted to be with Junior." 

When the Latin Casino closed for the 
summer, Lillian took her talents to the 
Celebrity Room, a couple of blocks away. 
Within six months she was captain of the 
line. "After the show Lil would always 
mix at the bar," another chorus girl r 
calls. "I remember she always had money. 
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