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January 5. 1964 C
Pear Jack, - oot

Juet o short note Jackson, while I try to wake wp. Its
10A,M, Sunday morning snd I'm resting up after spending an heur,

in bed resding the Merning News, Its been so lonz since T've hed &

ghance ¢ 4o just that, that I forced myself to try it. Its Tine i '

for s while, .

. L. ._v.'

1 had & cup of coeffee with Wade snd sugzested that we B
might get Sheriff Degker, to let you come out snd worry with 'teking

his Cobalt tresstments each day or thnt' damn caf of wine. Actuslly

the gar 1es alright ite just that it won't start 1f the ignition isn't

turned on er if the gear isn't in neutral, minor things like that.
Darlene Storaz cloesed at the C;roueel last night. The

night sne esme to work was Sunday. I had been out =ll day playiﬁs .

¥with the boye in the snow, and never got'eold, bat that night when i

- 1 4rove 4intc the parking let and '.aw Derlene in the walting reom

Xeeping warm I was & miseradble cuss. I wantedto get upstairs and

get warm, so I hustled over to open the door, h;d 'Y htndtul of her
vardrobve, and the new M.C. vu there,

e v e, v

He ves Jackie Del Rie, remember the B8kyview Club, ho
Played ‘t.here. F.e would ask the heavkst woman in the ma:.o'nce to 'i.t
an L3 chu.r and he would 'pick her upinthe e¢hair by his tceth end vult
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Assurance of Forgiveness 3. o
P “.t i
“If we confess our sins, He s faith- | . . e N\ ;._7 - ‘,_ "
ful and justto forgive us oursins, and to : ' ‘ : . ‘ i '_:.z‘ .
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” N " ' li
1 John 1:9 _ . :; ~ T !
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A ~ Given a Lamb, He
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R . (Picture on back pape) Ao
O o : ROME, Dec. 25 (P — Pope .
SRR D ) ' Paul VI devoted this Christmas .
e . . day to the poor and the ill of .
e v Rome, to the Communists who
e I - reject Christ, a.nd to the faith- .
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|| BEFORE HOME OF/:
"KENNEDY. BIRTH,
{- Brookline, Mass., Dec. 25 (P |+ -
= Forty - three Ncgrou fram | .:::
Wiliamston, N. C., stood shiv-| -
- | ering in spow y before| .
the birthplace of the late Presi- | ¢ .
§/dent Kennedy and sang free-;
! |dom sengs. . R
The sell-styled freedom fight-|1:. .-
ers are on a Christmas M
age to New England in ge-|} -
sponse to invitaticns from (€ -
pumber of Protestant elergy-} ...
men who participated fn free-j¢ . .-
?:nm rallies in Williamston last {4 ':.:.:-f ‘
in?: nu‘:gr’my'mwﬁ. ; f’:":
ds in froot of &3] "

porch of the threestory, .
shuttered gray bouse, mow
bisloricd landmark. - -
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.. coming of Jesus brought salvation to the world. If it had, then
“~:world history ended. If it meant the perfect society, obviously

At isn't here, Yet the Christian doctrine tends to create in man a
false sense of completion whlch is contradicted by the status of
the world.”

« ‘The rabbi said of Judnsm “We are Jooking forward to a

- perfected society which is in the future, and we feel our task is

to work with God for this perfected society.
“Chnsuuut) Bas often tended to blunt man's efforts townrd

. construclmg a better world order. because all bistory after

Jesus is anu-chmluc Judaism is still lookmg forward to l

~ 'messianic sge” ’

Eternal Life — "Chnsuamtys ltress on etemd life tended

" %o make it an other-worldly religion,” Rabbi Simon noted, “and

defiected man from this-worldly concern. Judaism, while it

accepted and taught a doctrine of eternal life, insisted that in this

- world man's concern was with what hippens in this world.”

- without the sacrifice,”

*- ' Origlnal sin — “We disagree with the doctrine of -original .
3in, at least as interpreted by some Christian theologians. In
their sttempt 1o make Jesus a divine necessity, they make man
80 depraved that there is no way he can nght bxmself with God
he said.

“Jesus came at 8 time when the temple (m Jerusalem) was in

". the last decades of its existence, when the Jewish worid was

gradually passing over to prayer, penitence and contrition as the

" -basic method of reconciliation with God: The destruction of

‘the femple (in 70 A.D.) did- not des;roy Judsism,

“Christianity picked up this idea of wicarious ttonement“

which was practically dying in Jewish theology, and made it
fundamental to its structure. And it was the church's traditional
lack of concern for this world, based on the idea that salvation

" was already granted to believers, that made her too prone to

-accep! the evils of this world.” .

Falth a8 works—“Christianity unds o nren faitb over.

‘works,” the rabbi said. *“The human mind has a wonderful way
‘of asserting fsith and not carrying it through'lo life. 1o Judaism,
the ultimate test is the way you live” |
Excluslvepess—Rabbi Simon pointed to one o&her funda-
mental difference: “Christianity claimed exclusive power of

:salvation for man, and because of thiy was overly aggressive in,
- tits missionary activities and its development into a atate religion.
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CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Sltunhy. Jln. 4. 19“ *]3

lorm to one mold. No tehgnon can elum to be tbe only ny lo

God.”

Rabdbi Simon said he favors stepping up the dnlog betwaen .

Christians and Jews. “The more we explore,” he said, “the more
we understand our own faith betler and the more we mpect
the faith of our neighbors. .

“The more 1 discuss these things with thoughtful Christuns.
the more | realize they are changing their ideas,” he said. “We

.are quite excited by the Christian re-interpretstion of Christian-~ L

ity. In this re-mterpreutxon we dhcern areas of return to
Judaism.”

He added that Jews ulso are sw'cbmg “Mmy Chmnm
think Jews never read the New Testament. Actually there’s an

openness about our study of Christianity, and any Jew vonh -

his salt bas read the New Testament.

“But the 20th Oemury Jew is not prepared to surrender !m
basic theology, his strict monotheism, bis concern for his world
as a perfectable scene of human endeavor, his faith that recon-

cilistion with God is achieved through penonal ynyer and

repentance and works.”
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“Seek Ye The Lor Yea. 83
©9:30 AM.~SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sible Study for All Ages -

“BACK YO SETHEL"
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A Sense of Completlon

Is False, He Asserts R

.A: one of Chrmmnlr) s most eminent npn:en:a:lve:. Popc
~ Paul VI, visits Israel in his Holy Lond tour this weekend, &

" prominent Jewish theologian from Chicago speaks frankly end
critically .of the faith of his Christian brethren. Next Sature
day, a noted Christian thinker will explain_his belu/:

L T IYDAVEMEADE
. .. ‘Daily News Religion Writer .
: Jewa can leeept the religion OF Jesus, but not the religion
.~ ABOUT Jesus, according to the pres:dent of the Jewish Informa-
" -tion Society of America.
.. 2The difference, he says, Is that the first if essenml)y Judaism,
. while the second is the theological structure of Chmmmty bullt
by ‘tbe dpostle Paul. . . - .
“ +Rubbi Ralph Simon of Congregation Rodfei Zedek in Ch:cago.
one of the country's oummdmg Jewish spiritual Jeaders, com-
" pared Amcrica’s two major faiths:
." ¥ “Judaism and Christianity share in their respect and reverence
~ Yor'the Old Testament. This forever will be the cement between
- them. They part company in the New Testament story, and
. :p;c:nﬂy in the lheolog:cnl mtcrpremnon of the eveots described
'} He siid there are many thued beliefs: The essential faith
in God as the’ F-ther of all men, who therefore are brothers;
the action of God in hmory,
as revealed by a common Bib-
lical sradition; the capacity of
man to communicate with »

mandate to fulfill God'
on Earth. .

On same pomu-—auch as the
peed for repentance of one's
sins in order’ to change this
-life, and the doctrine of eternal
Jife after one’s mortal existence
=ithere Is' substantial agree-

will

- personal God, as in prayer; the '

of Christunity. che said, and to that atgax are mlly Jm'-i
‘at beart.” - ' .

On the otber hand, bedechred "Wecmhke the rehgvon‘- '

OF Jesus, which is essentially Judaism. It is the theological inter-
pm.non of his life to which we take exception.”™. - -

* RABBI SIMON WILL receive an honorary doctor of divinity
degree in New York Sunday from the Jewish Tbeological
Seminary of America. He talked in an interview about what

.Judaism teaches and what Jews believe. That will be the theme " *

of the exhibit the Jewish Information Society is planring to
sponsor at the New York World's Fair this year, -
~Christianity conceives of Jesus as . . ”* He| paused and sdded,
*It's bard to say what Christianity conceives, because there are
$0 many expressions, with often contradicting versions.” Thea -
be continued: “Judaism interprets the life of Jesus as the human *
ctory‘ of & martyred Jew. Christianity eon.nden hlm a mn-

ln thelr views about the life and death of Jmn. me two faiths
are poles apart. Rabbi Simon discussed these contrasts: °

Atopement <= “Christianity interprets the death of Jesus
as & form of vicarious atopernent for the sins of man,” be said.
“Judaism envisions the drama of atonement h L mple. dm ;
Zelation between man and God.” ' b

Io a part of Christianity, he explained, it's not otﬂy s mltlﬂ' ‘
‘of vicarious atonement, but a pecessary act of vicarious atopoe- -

“gment that is vita! to the theology. “Jesus is the sacrifice. Jesus °

:gives his body in sacrifice to forgive your sins,” be pointed out. ;
_ “Judaism objects to lhe’lda of vicarious euffering,” Rabbi .
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ROGER HARRIS °

162 GROVE ST, RUTLAND, VERMONT

January 8, 1964 '

Mr. Jack Ruby
Dallns, Texas

'ly dear Mr. Rubys

-
I should like to compile a eollectien ot sutographs
of prominent persons.

I hope you do not mind my imposing upon you and
will permit me to inolude you-in my ecollectiomm
s I sincerely believe that you, through your

efforts, have endeared yourself to many people.

1f you would be so kind as to autograph the

enclosed oard, I shall de very grateful. A

stemped, return envelope is tncl\adad for your o
convenience.

With oordial best wishes, Bir, for nuoh ha.pp!.nou
and good health.

Respeotfully yours,
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SNEED, W, E, 1,11 Mentor Ave,
WILLIAMS, S, L. 2008 lLapark Ave,
BROWN, E, D,

KAVANAUGH, T, J,

TAYL(R, W, E,

MURRAY, J. E., JR,

D‘le’ G. T.

McGILL, R, C,

ESCOEEDO, L., Q. 5211 Parkland

EUBANK , Joe 3310 Ramsey

FERGUSON, J. E, 203 N. Barnett
KING,H, L. 113 Templecliff

PRUNTY, John T, 7526 Piedmont A4pt D
SMITH, Joe Doughlas, 3725 Cale, Apt 2
LASELL, John R, 210 West Chico, Oarlani, Texas
GRRICK, B, L,

GAGLIARDI, A, D, Maurice Botel,
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Tour #1 (21-168)
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sent 2

527 LI5 Limdel

TA 3 4 6242

370 ¥qon Dr. lL.quito,, Texas

B 9

- 0839

13,8 Kipgaley

mi

- 6403

| Kuehn, L. H.

10,503 Pesdemoriia

DAl

- 62,0

..n::chanr..J, F.

2711 Michigan

TR 6

- 482

McGhee, R. E

138 Sur Flower, thrhu;, Texas

- 8939

| Ragsdale, J. R.

1113 H&M-hi&hly

Shaftner, G. R,

6835 &

1 = 594

| Btanfieid "0, "H.

OF7

Btricklend —6:—6-
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ucker, F. R,

278 Ragligh,

Halsh, K. B.

land, Texas

3R 8

- 0185

R Piartoed

Mebb, C. L.

and, Tedas

| Widders, ¥. 1.

913 Treagume nqLd, Qar
<
2620 Wite

DA 7

ER 8- 2066

- 0271

L Willde. J. A

Somack, B.. A.

1109 Hiu‘ou , Garland,

Texas
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Oy AL TNVOLVED 1N e NOTING OF LEE HARVEY OSIALD BY JACK RUBY. WLMBERS '
INDICATE FOSITION OF PERSONNEL AT THE TINE OF THE SHOOTING ON NOVEMBER 2+, 1963. 5
D. R. Archer 2 ¥. J. Cutochshaw
C. 0. Arnett 3 N. J. Daniels

3-A Asst. Ch. Charles Batchelor p 19 J. R. Davidson

L B. L. Beaty - 3 Harold Dawson g

5  E R. Beck Z  Sgt.P. T. Dean 2

6 Jack Beers 2 C. N. Dhority

7 D. G. Brantley K o) J. B. English

8 A. R, Brock 3 Sarren Ferguson

9 J. D. Brockaway K Bob Fenley

10 C. W. Brown 37 Capt. J. W, Fritz

§ D. L. Burgess 38 C. Goolsby

13 Lt. George Butler 4 L. C. Graves

1 V. C. Campbell 41 C. A. Greeson

15 A. W, Capps 43 R. Hankal

16 W. E. Chambers Ly 0. ¥, Harrison

17 B. S. Clardy 45 ¥. J. Harrison

18 B. H. Combest 49 J. R, Hopkins

19 R. A. Cox o) R. S. Huffeker

- o) A. B. Craig 52 J. D. Hutchinson

21 K. Croy 53 Robert Jackson




oy B L. Eo Jez 8 D. L. Pafe
D0 55 Fu B. Johnaon &  B.G. Patterson
5 -~ Capt. 0. A, Jones 8 Francois Pelou
- 58 Seth Kantor @A Tom Pottit
_ 99 .. Jo Kasten & George Phenix
oL 60 Capt. G. D. King &5 Lt. R, S. Pierce
6! He M. Kriss & Sgt. J. A. Putnam
; * 63 J. R. Leavell 87 J. K. Ramsey
SO - C. G. Lewis & H. B. Reynolds
1 _ 66 Re L. Lowery 89-A Warren Richey
"i:  66A  Dep. Che G. L. Lumpkin 90  Jack Ruby
'_'_i:'.‘: o 68 Capt. F. M. Martin 91 ¥. B. Slack
.. : 69 B. J. Maxey 92 J. D. Slocum
71 J. C. McCain %3 Lt. V. S. Smart
Y 72 B. C. McCoy 9B-A  Mike Smith
’ . n He Mo McGee 938 Johnny Smith
A T. D, MdMillon 95 I. R. Stephens
75 8. Merrell 95-A Den. Ch. M. W. Stevenson
76 Le D Miller 958  Donald Suits
77 L. D. Montgomery 9% Lt. R, E. Swain
78 R. C. Nelson 97 Capt. C. E. Talbert
79 W. J. Newman 97-A  John Tankersly
R ¢ J. F. Newton 9% L. C. Taylor
‘; 8-A Ike Pappas 9 Robert Thornton
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102
102-A
104
10+
105
106
107
109

David Timmons
Unknown Jap. Reporter
Unknown Reporter
Jimmy Turper

s Fo VanCleave
Re E. Vaughn
Homer Venso

R. C. Wagner

le N. Walker

R. A. Watkins

J. C. Watson

Lt. W. Wigpins
G. E. Worley
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To Hadem (Widow), !1pp1t-
Jullas 2 Texas 2 UeSehAe

" Germany, let Jantkari 1964.';%: o
o EUROPE. T

)
L}

. T | )
Concerns:Pactory of Your Husband's in Germany. R L ;

“. . Dear Madam, - _ :

. No doubt, 4t will surprise You very much hearing of a Factory of Your :
~*3seasei husband, but it is real true. ‘ S s A

=" There 48 8 lot of things You have not heared of, hence, we have taken the

f/>- liberty to send You this letter. Please, realize the following sentences

= _are of paramount importance, not only to You, but aleo to impotant perso-

.. nallities, so take good notioce of them, _ _ :

.-+ " Presiient Kennedy has been ligquidatei and Your hushand has been murdered

. :the same day, & few days later, Lee Oswald has been shot down by Rubby.
| Have You never thobught there must be & secret connection between Oswald
“»~ @nd Rubby? Well, dear Madam, there has been indeed, and more, Your husband
1. 'was also a member of the gang. Amazed at 1t? Madam believe ms, we have all
. . - -.evidence here with us. The death of President Kennedy must be atiributed .

to & fanatic political opponent of the President, a certain Governor of i
one of the States of the UsA. ' ) e S
" The Governor did not feel safe with regards to the Election of President
». . next year, so that Kennedy should be disappeared. In order to achieve this
. < .~ result, this opponent seeked contact with Oswald, of whom was Xnown to dbe -
o . a very strong antipode of the American Intern Policy, and aleo with us.

.. After Oswald had succeeded in liquidating Pres. Kennedy, Your -husband had
‘.22 . the order to act as if he was going to arrest Oswald. Unfortunately, Oswald
-, did not recognize Your husband for some reason, and so he shot him down.;; .
... i Purther, each of us should receive an amount of hundrad ‘thausand doliars . -
"from the said Governors - 'As agreel upon,:the Governor should pay .. ... .- 7%
. 75% in edmance and the remainder by us self, o ST ey

However, Your husband is no more to pay his part of the remainder ade - " -

* 35,000 dollars., Will You please complete the work of Your husbands? - :#f.
- Evidently, his was doing this for You and }jis ohildren, beside, let him - '

not gave his life for qothing. “

ELHQ_ Moreover, 1f the money should not be paid in time, R
" "Pactory may get impatiently and spoil -the whole ‘thing. - ’

Ofcourse, You do not have to remain share-holder if You do not want to,
dater You can sell Your share again} This is done only to prevent difficul- .
ties for the time deing. , ‘ '
So Jear HMadam, do not be too self-conceited or suspicious, later everthing
will be clear to You. It is urgent, so hurry,ladam, send 35.000 dollars

then Yéu and ®e are safe, do not wait- téo lang. -

-

the sellers of fhe

Go to Your Bank and send us a covered cheque of the said amount, or open -
8 Bank Account with & Bank at Switserland, without conditions . L
On name of WOLFGANG AE 090822, message of confirmation may be sent to

Ur, Charles Rozenbled, Admiralensracht 142.1, Amsterdam, The Netherlands,

Please realiza.‘nadam; if You refuse to cooperate, You will aig Your own

grave, besides, You have nothing to loose. .. w -
It is worth finishing the job, Your husband has started for You and ghile
-dran. an nink nn the. ware Your._husband had had to drop 44. . ﬁ/t% ’ ‘
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By ALFRED G. /

"THEY CALL ME TIGER

Owner of a once-plush Philadelphia night spot, show girl Lillian Reis faces a
on charges of organizing a bizarre four-man burglary of nearly half a millic

illian Reis had been up until four in the
maoming with her two young daugh-
ters, burrowing through a wholesale

'pmulcanfullofpcnnu:foralﬂli

.f.' ‘\‘

copper endowed with the mark of the
San Francisco Mint. *“It's worth scven-
wcen thousand dollars,” she explained
with acigareiie-cough laugh. **Believe me,
1 coukd use it. Everybody thinks 1've got a
hunured thousand dollurs in the cellar, all
what stoden cash from Pouswville. | wish |
did. My walls need wallpapering. 1 don't
mean that I'd paper the walls with the
money. Not that | wouldn't love t0. If |
had it, 1 wouldn't hide it, I"d show it off.”

Her voice was husky, flat, hoarse and
vivid, with an accent that hag been born
on New York's Jewish Lower East Side
and hud become aliered, 18 years later,
amid the rov-house squares of Philadel-
phia. It was a whiskied voice, aged atop
shadowed nighiclub barsiools. **What
people think about me,” she said, **believe
me, { wouldn't even want 10 know me.

voled against her. The forelady, in fact,
cried in disappointment after announcing
the jury's inability to reach a verdict.
Lillian, currently free on $25,000 bail, is
awailing a ncw trial.

For Lillian, an itinerant dancer who
has been kicking her way through chorus
lines since the age of 13, stardom of a sort
arrived with her arrest and trial. But
stardom occurred on the wrong stage.
“I'm an entertainer,” she says. “*l always
wanted (o be a headliner, not a headline.”

The evidence that led to those head-
Jines was gathered for the most part by
Clarence J. Ferguson, a 63-ycar-old
Philadeliphia policeman who has risen to
a position of power much higher than
his captain’'s rank. A man whose de-
meanor is grim, but who can disarm his
onlookers with a babyish chuckle, Fergu-
son is commander of a special 40-man
investigation squad. He concerns him-
self chicfly with narcotics but also keeps
& watchful eye over other fields of crime.

J\...-.u—.l.-.u 138 sbins mall eme Fiposw —-- . . 3% asen 1! s savm slnase | illian *aha
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The cast that Richie Blancy subse-
quently provided for the burglary might
have been borrowed from the Late, Late
Show. ln addition to Lillian, the star,
there was her boyfriend, Ralph Staino Jr.,
or simply “Junior,” 27 at the ume, full-
faced, handsome and equipped with the
torso of a weight lifter. **Everybody’s 50
surprised at how nice he is when they
meet him,” Lillian says. “"He never even
lets anybody curse in front of me. He
even makes me watch my language.™
There was John C. Berkery, a tall, sweet-
smiling, cherubic-faced young man, who
speaks with slow bemusement, addresses
everyone as “*Buddy™ or ~Pal,” casually
hands out five-dollar tips and issues com-
mands in a voice of pleasant foreboding.
He is a man who seems (o have rewriiten
all of Humphrey Bogart's old scripts for
himself. There was Robert Poulson, a
hanger-on of Berkery and one of Richic
Blaney's best friends. And then, in addi-
tion to the others whom Richic Blancy
sattad on. there was hia own brother.

P e

waitress 10 have the en
table,” she says. “Therc
the line, and | was ¢
bought sparkling burgus
And thea, before 1 knew
cach girl fifty dollars to
he wanted me 10 stay w
and we went on dnnkin,

“He was handing o
moncy, ooe huadred dol
cvery ume he'wanted to
fifty there, a hundred
there. Anyhow, at the ¢
he paid an caght-hun
He said tome what a ¢
1 said, ‘You had a nice |
is you'rc giving out o
Claus, everybody geas
fiftics, and nothing for .

*f said it in jest, but |
you want? I'm saving (
So he asked me for a |
he said, ‘How much do
1 know, a blank check, b
all nught, his name he's
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, huscioys Lil, they call me She-Devil, they

aumevmsbutM«Mrul."mi.

lhccouabedahushmm-
* “Now alier alt, | am a mother. They
lhmkl the personification of evil. They
call moa hustler, they call me a murderess,
they call mec a gun moll. A gun malll if |
ever saw a Joaded gun, | think 1'd faint. 1n
the meantime | doa't have enough money
to pay my lawyers, and the cops still koep
making pinches on me. The last time they
pinched me, they left black-and-blue
fingerpriats all over my arms.” She biew
out the words with cigarette smoke.
“My lawyers, my friends, they tell me
not 10 talk,” she said. “But what have |
got to be afraid of? I'm not afraid to

Hlkaboulmywlrlhkcmysdf"

It was on a Saturday night in 1960 that
Lillian Rois, the 33-year-old owner of a
onco-plush Philadelphia aight spot, the
Celcbrity Room, was arresied on charges
of organizing a four-man burglary of
ocarly half a million dollars from a safe
in Powasville, Pa. Surangely enough, the
owner of the safe, a coal-mine owner
named John B. Rich, insisicd that only
$3,500 had been stolen.

Whatever Rich’s contention, the bi-
zarre crime was labeled one of the largest
burglarics in the country’s history, and
Lillian and her alleged accomplices were
beought to trial in 1961. Before the trials
opened, a chain of incredible cvents took
place: One witness was fished from the
Auantic Ocean, another witness was se-
verely beaten, and a third—the victim of
a dynamite gxplosion—was scattered over
his rooftop. Lillian’s trial ended in a hung
Jjury, although all six women oa the panc!

28 .
pton g R S L L
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used to be & beautiful girl, but now she's
over the hump. The milcage has got her.™
His voice has no baby’s chuckie whea he
talks about her. *Did you ¢ver hear her

. open her mouth?” he says. ““She swears
lik¢ a trooper. In my forty-five years
" as § policeman, I've had some interest-

ing cases—gun battles and everything.
But this, this surpasses them all. It’s &
movie. That's what it is, a movic. | have
to retire when I'm sixty-five, it's the law.

;uuuw.-uluu“hﬂ“uuu AGIB -0 A sy o W o m e ceesilvtey  weew Q o=

. i, they call mo Queea Lil, they call mo -

cew wep =warag

Vincent Blancy. Evenunlly luduo \vou
his outright relcase from prison. )
The only character missing from Rich-
“ie's cast was the finger man, a shadowy
Mr. Big whose name, Richic thought,
was “Mucller.” Richic said “Mucller™

- had taken & $70,000 share of the burglary

But before 1 do, 1'd like 10 soc them put

her where she belongs.” Lillian Reis has

become Captain Ferguson's Moby Dick. |

1t was from his well-watered grapevine
that Ferguson, in the late summer of
1959, first heard rumors of what is known
to the trade as a *“big touch,” although
the finger at that time did not point
toward Lillian. It wasn't until six months
after the burglary, when Ferguson re-
ccived & message from Eastern State
(Cherry Hill) Penitentiary in Philadelphia,
that the trail began 10 lead up the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike to Potisville and back
again to the Celebrity Room. The mes-
sage was that an inmate named Richard
Blancy—a somctime police stooliec—had
some important information.

When “Richic” Blaney sent his mes-
sage from Cherry Hill prison, Ferguson
alrcady had becn instrumental in obtain-
ing onc suspended sentence for him in
return for underworld informauon. Now
Blancy was back bchind bars, charged
with violation of probation. He had becn
there one month and seven days when
he summoned Captain Ferguson to tell
him that the “big touch” was for a half
million dollars, that he knew the spot
from which the half million had becn
stolen and that he knew who had stolen
it, He also mentioned Lillian’s name.

profits. It was not uatil Ferguson had
called in state-police officers Jesse Stan-
ton and Roy Wellendorf that they do-
duced that *Mucller” was Clyde (Bmx)
Miller, owner of a string of strip-mining
machincs and Lillian's sugar daddy.

8ing's wiie fretted

For some time Ferguson had been un-
casily aware of the costly preseats Lillian
had been receiving from Miller. In fact,
Miller's wife, a former dancer, was an old
friend of Ferguson, and she had com-
plained to him about the situation.

“Whea | first met Lil,” Bing Miller
recalled, “she was a chorus girl. She
really made an impression on me. Whea
I met her, she was floundering around.
No ambitions, no drive. She had two kids
and wasn't hitting it off with her second
husband, Michacl Corabi. She had been
divorced once, she didn’t own the Ce-
lebrity Room at the time, and she was
having a hard time on the $60 a week
they were paying her at the club. She was
0 bad off her refrigerator wasn't even
working. ] bought her another.

*1 don’t begrudge one cent | ever spent
on her. She was the most beauiiful girl
I ever saw. When that chorus came out,
you saw her—and only her. What 1 was
spending on her, t0o me it was peanuts.”

Lilhan’s memory of her meeting with
Bing Miller is somewhat more detailed.
“The first night he came in, he asked the

L

3 ' . .
»“\".'*'.‘ R "'“"’T“;" L TN -

LN Ve

v e, sl ARt
right, and it’s not goin
1 said ‘Give m¢ enoug
siole.’ He says, ‘How
) say, ‘Around twelve
starts writing it out. | s
at it, make it two, J'll
sister.’ So they gave hi
check, and he made ¢
and | said, ‘Thank you 1
& doll.’ He says, 'I'll be
U'll bhave my personal
me.” And he makes g de
that if ] don't dnnk wi
week, whatever | cat o
for it. Nobody believes |
10 believe him?™
Surpnisingly, the che
and she bought the stc
in the ensuing weel
Capuin Ferguson, Mi
quartermaster, supplic
refrigerator, a washing
bage-disposal unit, an 4
diamond ring, a fur coa
a Florida vacation an
And then, on & momen
1959, he made a daw

“l was reading a pi
about an income-tax fri
tsutied. “And she can
thinking out loud, said,
of tinxc and moncy oa U
tax cascs.’ And | said
guy—and | mentionod
is probably nctting a n
he docs with it, | don't

e v ..
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The cellar safe was crammed with bills.

TIOER LIL

According 1o police, Miller did know.
The police say Miller had lived in Polts-
ville, had donc hcavy-cquipment con-
tracting for John B. Rich, had twice
gone into pannership with him, had
visited his house twice to borrow money
and had becn there socially. According
to Miller’s testimony at (rial, he told
Lilian that John B. Rich had a half
million dollars in a safe in his ccllar.

John B. Rich's name was Giovanni
Bauista Recchione when he came to
America from lualy in 1906, a 14-year-old
boy without a single dollar in his pocket
or a word of English on his tongue. His
first job in Potisville was for a hard-rock
waneling contractor, working in the
mincs for $2.17 g day. But success came
swiftly, and by the ume World War 1
had broken out, he was the owner of the
Gilberton Coal Company, a monadnock
of prosperity in an industry that had been
eroding for 30 ycars.

*This is fantastic,” Rich said the day
after Lillian's arrest when asked about
the reported $500,000 taken from his
cellar. “Can you imagine me going 10
Europe and keaving ncarly hal( a millioa
dollars in the basement T*

At Lilian's wrial, with the Internal
Reveaue Service among the spectators,

Bl' wes sven maore vehement. In answey

<~

make the trip for her. To accompany
them Berkery recruited Robert Poulson
and Vincent Blancy, two of his old pals
who, Philadeiphia police said, belonged
10 what they called the K-and-A Gang,
a group of loosely affiliated second-story
men who used the Philadelphia sirect-
corner of Kensington and Allegheny as
both a hangout and a hiring hall.

The burglary took place on August 7,
1959. Bing Miller happened to be visiting
Potisville at the time, although an attack
of abdominal hemorrhaging gave him the
alibi of a hospital bed. Later, afier he
turned state’s evidence, he testified that
Lillian had telephoned him in his hospital
room the night before the burglary, com-
plaining that she was broke and saying,
“Well, 1 guess 1I'll have 10 come up and
sec your friend Johnny Rich.”

“Don’t come up now,” Miller said he
answered in all innocence, *“he isn’t
home.” According to police testimony,
Lillian was in a sidewalk telephone booth
in Philadelphia when she made the call,
while the four members of her “gang™
waited in a car parked at the curb.

According to trial testimony, including
Poulson's confession, the following events
took place: Lillian's alleged task force
drove 10 Pottsvilic in Swiaino’s new yellow
Lincoln, stopping along the way at Read-
ing to purchase the nocessary 100ls—a
slodge hammer. crowbars. a hacksaw.

e e amtmade s BRSO

ve -
P SV PN W)

The howe of Jokn B. Rick, & Poltaville, Pa.. coal-mine owner,
$500,000 burglary. Rich insisied thal only 83500 was taken

In the white unrcality of their flashlight
beams the safe scemed 10 be crammed
along its top two shelves with old news-
papers. “These guys had never really seea
any heavy money,” Captain Stanton said
later. “A big score with them might have
been a couple of thousand. Berkery had
1old them thai there was supposed to be
a half million in the safe, but they didn't
really believe it.”" It wasn't until Poulson
took a closer look that he cried out, “/1's
money ™ Indeed it was. According to
police testimony at the trial, the sale was
stuffed with bills.

Testimony also showed that even
Berkery had come unprepared for the
sight. Al he had brought (0 cart the
loot was a small zippered carryall bag.
“Go get sonwthing else to put it in,”
Poulson said. Berkery hurned (0 an up-
stairs bedroom and returned with the
cover from a bolster. Poulson began
stuffing the manev into it. Rut afier & fow

» ~

fuls of bills, they foun
Staino ina tratfic jam at th
*Berkery was pushing to |
Blancy later testified, 1a
witness stand. “Poulson
excited.’ He unlocked the
walked out. Outside they
cops were coming, so th
The siren, it1ater tumed «
ing the een-age curfew f«

The burglars finisbe
moaey in the pulowcas
otumated mullion and a
bonds on the bottom sh
Later, Richic testified at t
angry at the oversight.
Richie said Berhery to
never satisfied.” The bu
their tools and an cavel
ten $100 bills. It was [
next day by a Pottsville ¢

“They wenl 10 Staino's
manev in the hack ** B
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del Btaino Jr.. Lillian's boy/mud was
socused of acting a8 lookous in burglary.
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aightfall when the four finally pulied up
alongside the Rich grounds. They got out
of the car, walked directly to the side
entrance, slipped the screen-door lock
and thea slipped the lock of the inside

and wheeled it to the cellar hallway. The
ufe. listic more than u_ﬁreproof mcul

Aocording to lnal luhmy.Jobn Bertary
browght a sippered bag to cart off the leot.
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"' moments he noticed that the moncy was

pouring out the other end. Berkery threw
away the empty bolster cover and hurried
upsuusmm.thnwwmutmngwuh;
pillowcase. Bolster covers, he had dig
covered, are open at both ends.

‘The pillowcase was almost full when,
at exactly 9:50 r.m., they heard a siren
in the ncighborhood. Swino, from his
window post, ran to the cellar door and
shouted excitedly, “Here come the cops.™
Poulson and Vincent Blancy immediately
began to grab all the money they could
hold. Berkery dashed up the stairs empty-
handed. When Poulson and Vincent
Blancy came up after him with their fist-

Robdert Poulson, caul the tnal destimony,
ried to stuf moncy into a bolster cover.

CTwe = am qe-

Bu ceire, e v wereeey  Gues
testified. “My brother hs
hands and kept countin
80 excited he couldn's

_ took the whecl of the a
back toward Philadelphis
confessed o police.

It was at Staino's aps
Philadelphia that the fou
to count the night's {
threw the moncy on a
later confessed. “It dam
the whole bed.” The bil
tens, twentics, fifties and |
never was a complete aud
three different counts,”
later said 10 police. “On

The late Vincens Riaaey, ¢
whoss body was found ia
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100,000, ta be split four ways. When
they found there was even more than
$100,000, acveral of them wanted a big-
ger share. “Poulson told me that my
brother wanted all the moncy they found
in the safe split four ways and kept argu-
ing to cut out Lillian Reis and Bing
Miller,” Richis Blancy later testified.
“Staino, who was Lillian's boyfriend but
who was not going with her at the timo
bocauso they had an argument, was will-
ing to cut out Lillian and Bing. Berkery
insisted that Lillian and Miller be cut in.
Perkery said, ‘A deal’s a deal.”™

As a compromise, Poulson and Vincent
Blaney took, in addition to their $25,000,
all the five-dollar bills. They called it
“pin money" and didn’t bother o count
it When they did, it came to $),200
apioce. They left Staino’s aparument and
went to Richic Blancy's bousc in a taxi-
cab. Each carried a brown paper bag.

“Poulson said, ‘We just made a hall-
million-dollar score,’” Richic later lest-
fied. “l didn't believe them untl they
empticd the bags on my kitchen table.
There was $25,000 in cach bag. Each had
$1,200 in five-dollar bills in their pockets
besides.” Then they weat out to celebrate.
Before they left, Vincent Blaney hid his
moncy in Richic Blancy's oven.

When Richic Blancy began squealing,
some six months after the burglary,
Capuain Ferguson knew that it was not
the most credible sound ¢ver 10 come
from a wilness. On the other hand,
Ferguson knew that Lillian Reis had sud-
denly purchased the Celebrity Room for
an announced price of $40,000, a strange
new display of opulence for a girl who
until then had bought sheets and other
bouschold furnishings on an instaliment

plaa of roughly threc dollary per weck.
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had walked out of his house on August 3,
1960. He never returnced. Two vacationers
fishing from a motorboat pulied the re-
mains of his crab-caten body from the
sca off Atlaniic City on August 23. He,
100, had been shot in the back of the head
with 8 small-caliber bulict. A 37-pound
weight from an industrial scale and a
seven-foot chain had been padlocked oa
his body. Some six months later Lillian
was arrested for the murder.

This turn of evenls occurred when an
obscure character named Robert L. Rus-
scll, in the midst of telling about his
own cnmes, suddenly told police that
he had waiched John Berkery and a
young accomplice kill Vincent Blaney in
an Adantic City boatyard while Lillian
watched, laughing. Russell, who had a
small spender’s intimacy of Philadelphia
night life and an avid intcrest in the daily
newspapers, subsequently admitted his
slory was a fabrication.

“On account of this nut | spent three
weeks in jail,” Lillian later said with some
heat. *1 teit you it wasn't for (wo years
that | got that New Jensey murder indict-
ment quashed, and you know who did it?
Russcll's own lawyer. He felt so bad
about what this nut had done to me.”
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1} was dressed and how 1 fixed my hair,
but not what was going on. They didn't
socm t0 understand, for instance, that
Bing Miller gave me enough moaey to
buy the Celebrity Room three times over.™

The evidence against Lillian was, as a
matter of fact, highly circunstantial,
With the brothers Blancy dead and
Robert Poulson silent, Bing Miller ro-
mained as the Commonwealth’s oaly wit-
ncss 10 testify that be had direct knowl-
edge of Lillian’s participation in the
burglary. “Our biggest drawback,” one
of the jurors told the court when the
panel rcturmned from its deliberations to
report that it was deadlocked, “was
where, or wien, ¢ who delivered thr
money 10 Liilian Reis. The other men,
they took cach $25,000 .. ¢, and they
went. They left the rest f the money &
Swino’s. Now how was the moacy de-
livered 10 this girl? We don’t know.”

TheCommonwealthdidn'tknoweither.
Insicad, it tried 10 prove that Lillian had
begun to exhibit 8 mysteriously sudden
wealth in the days following John B.
Rich's profound loss. The Commoan-
wealth's main case in point was Lillian’s
purchas¢ of the Celebrity Room.

Lillian never ook the stand in her own
behalf. To explain where she got the
money to buy the Celebrity Room, the
defense calied on Michael R. Corabi,
who legally is still Lillian’s husband. “ln
Sepiember, °58," he told the court, *'Lil-
lian and | were sitting watching television.
My wife, Lillian—she went down to the
basement, and she came up with a hat-
box. She said she wanted me to help her
count some moncy for her, and she went
upstairs in the front bedroom. She emp-
tied out the box, and she wld m¢ 10
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Bing Miller phonss from Poitsvilie Aotel.

TIGER LIL

that 1 remember.” According to Richic
Blancy the men tried scveral times but
couldn’t count! past $400,000. It was
Richic who supplied police with the
prosecution’s estimate of $478,000.
Without really belicving there would
be that much money in the safe, the four
mcr{ had contracied (0 do the job far

As their first step in breaking the case,
Ferguson and his associates began look-
ing for Lillian's boyfriend, Bing Miller.
They found him operating a motel and
restaurant in the New Jersey fishing
resort of Forked River. As Miller later
testified, his comtracting business had
gone bankrupt, and he was suffering from
leukemia. Police also learned that he
had served two months in a Pennsyl-
vania jail on a charge of issuing worth-
less checks and that he had failed to
report to his probation officer. It was
under this pretext that they asked him o
accompany them to the Belmont State
Police Barracks at Philadclphia on April
2, 1960. Once there, he soon admitted
that he had been the finger man for the
burglary at John B. Rich's house and
that his share of the loot had been $7,000,
paid to him in a cardboard box by Lillian
Reis's stepfather, Sidney Reiskin, The
transaction, he said, had taken place in
Reiskin's jewelry store in New York.

The night afier Miller’s confession,
Lillian was arrested at her club, Ralph
Staino was arrested outside it and Robert
Poulson was arrested at another club.
Vincent Blancy was arrested in a taxicab
three days later. John Berkery gave him-
self up through his attorncy on Apxil 8.
Poulson and Vincent Blancy eventually
signed confessions.

On August |3, 1960, four months afier
Robert Poulson had signed his confes-
sion, two nurses coming off duty at Owr
Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Camden,
N.J.. found him stagecsing in the rear

Robert Poulson was convicied of the
Potisville burglary on March 24, 1961.
John Berkery and Ralph Staino Jr. were
convicted of it on May 9, 1961. Poulson

.Berkery and Staino are out on bail,

pending  disposition of their appeals.
Richie Blancy was blown up by dynamite
in his car on July 27, 1961. It was his
271h birthday. Captain Ferguson, in Los
Angcles at the time, wld reporters, “1
expected this thing all along. . . . That
yellow gang of Staino, Berkery and Reis
are responsible for this. I'll take care of
them when 1 get back to Philadelphia.
You can put me on record as saying I'll
get cvery last one of them.”

Lillian finally came to trial in Sepiem-
ber. The trial took place in Pouisville, the
city that John O'Hara disguised as ** Gibbs-
ville” in such best-sellers as Appoiniment
in Samarra. Ut is the capital of Pennsyl-
vania‘s coal region, and for more than
30 years has ranked as one of the coun-
y's most depressed arcas.

Everybody in Potisville loves a trial,
but parucularly the jurors, who are paid
nine dollars a day. On the night before
her trial, Lillian attended a Joey Giardello
fight in Philadelphia. The next moming
she armived in court 50 minutes latc and
explained that she had gotten lost. Dur-
ing the tnal she worc something new
every day. Only one of the six men on the
jury voted against her.

“Those jurors,” she said later, ] don't
think they understood what was going
on. They didn't look like they were listen-
g 10 the witpesscs—ibey were loaking

Chinawa
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"I'm a rat,” said Lillian. "Ever

TIOER LIL

count the money. She said, *We'll put it
in stacks so I can re~count it with you.'
After we gol done counting the money,
it was $29,950, and | had remarsked (10 her
] was amazed.™

To cosrroborate Corabi's story, the
defense produced Lillian’s stepfather,
Sidney Reiskin, a S54-ycar-old jeweler
with a round, red face, a toothy smile
and a pronounced anxicly at facing his
stepdaughter’s accusers. He said he had
borrowed $15,000 from a brother's
brother-in-law to invest it in Lilian's
purchase of the Celebrity Room. When
he found he couldn’t repay the loan, be
telephoned Lillian, who wld hum to go
to a closct in the cellar boiler room of his
home in Flushing, N.Y. There, he said,
he found an old valise in which Lillian
had been saving moncy for the past six
or seven years. He opened it, 100k out
the $12,000 nocessary to repay the balance
of his loan, and then brought the valise
w Lillian in Philadelphia without bother-
ing 10 count the remainder of its con-
tents. 1 never looked into the valise
before that,” he testified. ~} did not know
what was in the valise.”

After the trial Lillian seemed annoyed
at the prosecution’s skeplicism. *“Why
should it be s0 hard 1 belicve that I'm

and told him, “The b
last night and got §
testified, she told him
had beca in Philadelp
gave him a package f
“When you go 1o Nev
store, and he'll give &
Lillian refuses w0
letter that Bing Ml
courtroom. “Actually
man Miller never cam
would never believe |
man wanted was foc pe
than Ae would ever U
wanied to be known
We would have lunch
some godforsaken pla
restaurant, oc | wouk
friend's, .and she w
wouldn't go if she wa
is the wuth. )
“My husband, M
Miller. Mike knew ¢
the respect Mike has f
of the reasons why I n
admure hum. Mike ne
anything other than v
and 1 don't think th
that 1 would want to0.
in the nal that he did
“Surec | was hur'
confesses now. He b
bcguu’ful ltalian face
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SULLETIN Y00 Glze 2 strictly The same starter after 100 The identical starter after
slandard startes taken hours In standard ASTM having been dipped in hot
the uction Une for salt salt spray test. Thereupon water and the sait crystals

alr-dried tor 24 houra. Dif-

u:.uy tu:oﬂono D:: u,::u bk . e
rier photogra ve ence In sppearance
' okt Incrustation, :

boon retouched ia sqy way.

brushed off with a soft brie-
te brush. There Is virtually
no difference in appesrance
between pictures 3 and 1.

- . . . :
M If, for this salt spray test, the starter had been protected by its standard
NEMA | enclasure, there would bave been no difference in appearance
between pictures No. 1 and No. 2. Nor would there have been any effect
from the salt spray on the enclosure itsclf because of its special triple
coating. However, Allen-Bradley continuously checks the bare starter
in scvere tests, such as the salt spray test, to give you maximum protec-
tion from corrosive atmospheres which would otherwise be a menace
to the trouble free opcration of the control. It is another “plus value”
which you obtain at nd exti} cast, whea you buy Allen-Bradley control.
But Allen-Bradley’s interest in giving the customer “top value” for
his moncy does not stop with the salt spray test. There is continuous
testing of materials, compaonents, as well as complete assemblies which
is the company’s “standard practice” —in fact, some are carried to total
destruction in order to obtain an idea of how much punishment A-B
contral can really take . . . and possibilitics for further improvement are
[ot ignared.
¢+ Ak your ncarest Allen-Bradley appainted distributor to show you one
of the new Series K uaru:n-you'lr have no difficulty in recognizing its
supcrior quality. Or, plcase write for Publication 6100: Allen-Bradley Co.,
1200 S. Third St., Milwaukee, Wis. 53204. In Canada: Allco-Bradley
Canada Lud., Galt, Oat.

*TEST COMDITIONS—Equipment set up to provide the accelerated test conditions—
wilh the exposure zone at 96°F, 100% reiative humidity and with solution contsining
20% by weight of sall and 80% by weight of distilled water atomized within the test tank.
These (st conditions are meintained throughout 100 hours.

ALLEN-BRADLEY

Momber of NEMA

QUALITY MOTOR CONTROL
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saving 329,000 1n my cellart” she saud.
“People arc cager enough 10 belicve that
John B. Rich was saving a half million
dollars in his cellar, and went w0 Europe
and left it unguarded. 1 mean they doa't
want (0 believe | have it when I'm saying
1 did, and do want to belicve ho had it
when he's saying he didn't. 1 always
saved moncy. 1 was saving it for a pur-
pose, to buy the club. I would keep it in
my own cellar, and then when 1 went 0
my mother's house, 1 would put it away
there. And il wasn't only the moncy that
Bing Miller gave me.”

When Bing Miller testified at the trial,
he said that at the height of his associa-
tion with Lillian he would wilephone
Lillian every day at one P.M., NO Malter
where he was. “Well, we always walked
about moncy.” he said. “That was the
first order of business. Lil had trouble
geuiing along. She had no moncy. She
always kept telling me about it.”

In addition to paying her $200 a week
for herself, it was testified, he paid her
$103 a moath for the mortgage on her
house, $50 a woek for her maid and $100
a month for the rent of the apartment of
oae of her girl friends. They met there,
be tesiified, every Wednesday at one
p.M. She wouldn't allow him in her house.

He would fly into Philadelphia on a
Tuesday, see her in the Celebrity Room

testified, whea the girl friend wouldn't let
them use her apartment anymore, he
would sec Lillian in his room at the
Believuc-Suratford. Toward the end,
afier his busincss began to fail, he ga
her only $150 a week. The day afier
burglary, he said, she telephoned
again in his hospital room in Pousvi

&
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LALAN'S youngest dau
like these guys whisper
sclves when 1'd walk up
her right from the begin
80ing 1o give, give, and
thing. | wasn't nalvg o
their relationship.”

He sat in the Bellewy
Jounge in Philadelphia, ¢
and erect, with a touc]
temples. Currently he
jeweler. “We were hav
he said. “But I guess t
was the mink coat, wi
move out. She said b
mink coat. | said, *If y
COAL, we can get a min
making a few bills a we
a few bills a wock. We
aged. | mean, it woul
sweat. ] told her, “He's |
a mink coat, be's goin
thing for it.’ Sure, ] wa

Standing at the bar
Room with a double So
Lilian was told what

Nothing's ever good ¢
want something moee. |

eralor, do you hurt soc

Everything 1 wuch, 1
have broken my head
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| love, | hurt. | always want, want, want!”
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good cnough for me. | always want,
want, wanti”
The atory of Lillian’s life, as a matter
of fact, has been an attempt to cscape
from want. **But no matwer how poor we
were, my family always tried (o see to it
that 1 had,” she says. She won't well who
het father was. *You don't have 10 use
" his name,” she said. A Romeo, that's all
1 can remember about him. Gilbert Rol-
and always reminds me of him. My dad
was & milkman.” Her mother was born
in Budapest. **She came here, J think,
when she was eleven,” Lillian said. “Her
name is Marge. She met my dad in New
York; she was about sixicen when they
got marricd. When | was born, they were
living in Brooklyn. Then, when | was
two months old, they moved o Denver.
In Denver they separated about three
difierent occasions, and the third ume it
was (o stay.”
Lillian and her mother returned
New York and moved in with her
mother’s parenis, Mr. and Mrs. Max
. Goldstein, immigrant colonisis among
the teeming, pushcan-fronted tcacments
of the Lower East Side.  «
Todescribe her life in her grandmother’s
sixth-flight walk-up, Lillian once wrote
a manuscript in a single sitting, a two-
and-a-half-hour outpouring of memorics.

T -
v L ¢ <

1Rt coni e scmmlon somesma P adna -
”q - - .m

L I B : ’
EE SRR L8 L Rt IR SR
T e o . de . e O

when she quit high school to become a
chorus girl. A booking agent got her a six-
week job in the line at the Beachcomber
in Miami Becach. Before she eft her
mother gave her a Saks Fifth Avenue
charge plate. “\Don’t lose it, baby,” her
mother said. 'l know you won't ask for
anything, so ke this, and if there is any-

. thing you nced, go and get it.” At the

time, Lillian said she had no intention of
using the charge plate.

Whea she amrived in Florida, however,
the first sights that grecied her were the
mink stoles, diamond bracclets, gold
bathing suits and other gifts that her
colicagucs in the chorus line were receive
ing from bald-hcaded boyfriends. “They
were just run-of-the-mill, natural gifts
from the dates they had the night be-
fore,” she wrote in her manuscript. “And
there | was with Mom's charge plate.
The beaded dresses arc what really
stunncd me!" One day Lillian went to
Saks, bought her own beaded dress and
wore it in the club. “*But } didn't prove
anything, | guess, becausc—nobody be-
beved my Mom bought it for me,” she
said. “They all 100k it for granied that
1 had done something wrong.

“After a while | saw | was missing out
on everything, and | stopped using the
charge plate. Many times the girls would
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join them, and then the whole party

scc the aches and pains of
bout you. And you don’t
-dships! You just wake up
ng, cat your breakfast that
the 1able, grab a few cookies
les, and away YOu go to play.
t that age you soar down the
t a thought in your mind
n you'll only have to climb
- again.”

rade flowers

r worked in a factory, mak-
- fiowers. Her grandfather
her for walks in the fenced
tryside of a Lower East Side
grandmother was supcrin-
< tenement.
jan was ninec yecars old, her
ced her father and married
in. “*Now [ wasn't the jan-
laughter any more,” Lillian
was the jeweler's daughter.
nd in front of the jewelry
f anyone would say they
ynething in the window, I'd
irty looks. 1 wanted 1o tell
This is my father's store,
r’s store.’ | really Joved Sid.**
was 13 she ran away to join
/as riding two white horses,™
vas raised in Denver. | knew
1 wouild ride the horses at
g of the rodeo and then after
was doing ballyhoos, but }
s nobody should know me.
y mother said I should come
> come home. She said she'll
lessons and go into show

would go somewhere else, and if some-
body didn’t take me home, they would
offer me cab farc. Cab fare would be a
$100 bill, and many times I'd turn it
down. This is tho truth. I really have to
enjoy someone’s company to be with
them, and if I'm enjoying their company,
1 don't want their moncy. This is the way
I felt at the start, but after awhile, |
lcarned how to not refuse moncey.
“After this, whenever I went to work, |
always found somebody—or somebody
found me—that was wealthy. There was
always somebody giving me something.
1 think every girl in show business has
what they like to call a ‘John." She might
not be in love with him, but he likes her,
and he wanis 10 do things for her. | al-
ways had one. and later, when Bing
Miller came along, it was like anyone
else that had ever given me anything.”
She stayed in Florida for three months,
then went back 0 New York and had
the measles. “In the mecantime,” she said,
“} had this littlc romance with a fellow
from the East Side that | went 1o school
with, and hc was cute and polite and &
gentleman, and maybe we'd go to the
movies, and be*d put his arm around me.**
Then Earl Carvoll hired her for his
Vanities. “In California.” she said, *it’s
bar nothing. You go out, and this is it.
When 1 was out in California, what
would go on in the partics, you wouldn't
believe. 1'd go home, I'd run home, I'd
call me & cab and run out. I'd see movie
stars that I'd idolized, that I had so much
respect for. They made me sick, the
things | saw, the things that they did.
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Lillian had been married, at the age of
17, 10 Joec Bozyk, the 19-year-old butcher.
They lived qn the Lower Easg Side. “He
was working, and 1 was sitting home,”
she said. ] was scrubbing the steps, and
1 was a beautiful girl, I was. I'd get up at
4.30 and make him his breakfast and give
him his lunch box. | had a budget boak,
and § had t0o mark everythiag down. If |
put a nickel in the phone, 1 had o put it
in my budget book. He was making forty-
five, fifty doliars a week, and he saw that
1 wasn’t happy, and it was bugging him.
I think ] had a housedress on for one

month straight. Honest 10 God, my feet

spread, I didn’t wear shoes for a month.,
And then we tricd separaling, and  went to
my mother, and he went to his mother,
and that was it. So ] left him and 100k &
job on the chorus linc at the Latin Casino
in Philadelphia.”

She met Mike Corabi, who was |1l
years older than Lillian. He had been
married once before. “Let me tell you
about Mike," she said. “If this housc was
on fire, and he was up in the bedroom,
and the sieps were starting to burn, he'd
tic his shoe laces, he'd fix his handker-
chicef, fix his ue, do his hair and very non-
chalanly whistle and walk down the
steps. That's how cool he was.”

Whea she met him, he wag & stcady
ringsider at the Latin Casino, then the
headquarters of Philadelphia’s good times.
*I'd say without a doubt abs was the

" Junior and I," says Lillian Reis, "it's really quite aE

S

her. She was a very wild chick, always,
very tempestuous. | couldn’t be away -
from her a minuie but that she was get-
ting into a fight. She would go to the
ladics’ room, and on the way she would
end up in some brawl Some guy would
make a pass at her, and she'd get into a
fight with him, or she’d accuse some girl
of having eyes for me, and 1'd bave {0 go

. @ver and haul her out of it.™

They were married May 27, 1933, in
Philadelphia’s Blue Angel, a club which
Corabi was managing at the time. *Just
the way he treated everything else, that's
the way he treated me, very lightly,”
Lillian said. *My birthday comes, but
with him, it was just another day. 1 would
say, ‘Are you going to play cards? I'm
going to such and such a place.” And
he'd say, *‘All right, enjoy yourself. You
want me 10 pick you up? You want me
to have someonec com¢ and get you?
He'd come home from the card game,
I'm still not home five in the morning,
I'd get home six, six-thirty. ‘You get
home all right? Did you have a nice time?
Maybe some women think this is what
they want, but 1 wanted more atiention.”

Mike had a close friend named Larry
Speed. Larry Speed had a closc friend
named Junior Staino. “To me,” Junior
said, “Lil was the unattainable woman.
She was just out of my league. | was the
kind of guy, all | could do was look at a
woman like that and dream. | had no
more thought of making oul with her
than the man in the maos. J-used an he
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home. We were thrown at cach other,
that’s what it was.” Junior was a bar-
tender at another club.

“l had hecard a lot of things about
Junior before I met him,” Lillian said.
“When | met him, 1 couldn’t believe it,
because 10 me he was just—well, } knew

he was manly, but he overpowered me. .
Like, with Mike, he’d come home, if I o

cooked, all right, if 1 didn’t cook, that's

all right. But with Juaior, it's like, “Whay ,

do you mean you're oo busy to cook?
If | 1old Mike this guy came in the club
and brought me a few things, he says,
‘Look, if you fecl that it's all right for
you 1o keep it, keep it If it was Junior,
he would have broke my head.”

Lillian wept when a Pottsville jury coa-
victed Junior Staino of burglary. She put
her hands 10 her face, but the tears keaked
between her fingers. **Junior and 1, it's
really quite a love story,” Lillian said.
*“There's nothing wrong with it. When |
met him, he was torching. He had just
broke up with his wife. And | was hike
one of the boys. But Junior would dance
with me once in a while, and it got 10 &
point that even when Mike would be
with us, ] wanted 1o be with Junior.”

When the Lauin Casino closed for the
summes, Lillian took her walents 10 the
Celebrity Room, a couple of blocks away.
Within six months she was captain of the
line. “After the show Lil would always
mix at the bar,” another chorus girl ro-
calls. “1 remember she always had money.
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ing. | used to ask |
does Lil get all tha
to Lillian, she saw
a week. Thero we
good working day

Nowadays, with
padlocked by the
found in her home
brick-uniformed h
der 10 shoulder i
From her back w
red and green light
Bridge, a black n
“It’s pretty, isn't it
she gazed througt
year and a half } us
of the bridge, anc
was under indict
Atlantic City on
Russell, and if | v
they could arrest
¢ehough evidence L

She” put out hes
sized ashtray and
range, her afiernac
stood oa one of
with becef-barky s
wries of Jewish ho
ink-black jersey sh
turquoise ribbon |
and another band
wrist, held her wi
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by contrast, and i
stick blazed alone
eyes, darkly pmnu
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She coughed a L
thing 1've been ace
hasa't donc at one
said. “Why're they
they neod someor
They can't afford
you call a bookin,
to be my agent 3
that? I'll well you,
I beat it, I'm liabl
pot wanted anynx
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‘ R | i 2T you lose your mo
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HOW JACKIE
_ RESTYLED THE
WHITE HOUSE

Puintings, antiques and historic objects bave
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