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July 2, 1964
rd BY COURIER SERVICE

Honorable J. Lee Rankin - N
General Counsel v,

b jntialle
R
H-'h—-

The President's Corxmission ?_i

e Moo e >/ R

200 Maryland Avenue, N, E.
i Washington, D, C. T -

Dear Mr, Rankin:

At the request of the President's Commission this

Bureau hgs reviewed the book, "The Red Roses of Dallas,™ by
Nerin ENGun, correspondent for "Epoca,” an Italian weekly -~
Fagazing. M. French version of the book vas reviewed in the /'~
absence of the English version which reportedly is to be
published in ‘the near future, '’ ~ ~ a
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" There are attacked two copies of a memorandum dated
July 2, 1864, at Washington, D, C., containing certaln claims
made by Gun on the assassination of President Kennedy thet are
not substantiated by the results of our investigation., ¥or your
*- information, Gun presents no factual material that would contradic
a the results of our inquiry or that would substantiate Gun's -
spoculati_on ‘concerning involvement of a conspiracy in the {
assassinfAtion matter. .| " ' - epn - R | .
VL R TSR N - - 753‘
\ / "v Records of this Bureau indicate.that Nerin Emrullah
Nn, ‘a journalist by profession, wes reportedly born in Rone, XItaly,
4£h 1920 and 48 of Turkish nationality. He first entered the
-tUnifed Btates in 1946 and has represented several forelign
D, publica{:}?&is 4n this country since that time, --———" ——
i/- r :
J ! mC\:_O%D t%his Bureau investigated Gun in 1949 amd/U950 iBaked on
\%1.@-&'?03&1;10:1 that Turkish officials regarded him with suspicion
) due to "extraordinary -facilities" granted Gun as-a—news corrospondent
inn fn Berlin and elsewhere by the Russians following World War 11,
: Yhe jacket of Gun's book states that he had been interned
reed by Americans during World War XX,
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7Y 4n an anticommunist manner 4in various articles,

C
( - ao

Honorable J., Lee Rankin

Our inquiry disclosed that Gun had expressed himself
He was described
by one source as having no interest &n the Boviet Union or
communism; however, that source did advise he considered Gun to
be an opportunist and an individual who would help anyone who
pa:ld him,

. Our investigation also showed that Gun's accreditation
as a news correspondent at the United Kations in Kew York City had
not been renewed after expiration 4in 1949, One sBource indicated

Oun's accreditation was not renewsed because he had been arrested in

i January, 1949, on charges of reusing wmetered mail that had been
filed by the United States Post Office Department with tho
United Btates District Court, Bastern District of New York,

Our inquiry indicated that Gun had been acquitted of the above
cherOI 1n llrc-h, 19‘9.

For your information, the Jjacket of Gun's book indicates
that he wrote the book for Xuropean readers since he knew his
report on the assassination would never be published in the
United Btates, - |

Sincerely yours,

T
Enclosures (2) over ,

NOTE: See cover memorandum.Brahigan to Sullivan 7-1-64 captioned

"The Red Roses of Dallas," book by Nerin E, Gun, prepared by
JMS:hrt,

40
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wrHE RED ROSES OF DALLAS" _ ~_ -
By Nerin E. Gun

il o P L ST YRR T o L TEE BT B o -

CLAIMS AND RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

1. CLAIM: VWhen Lee Harvey Oswald arrived in

New York City from the Soviei Union on June 13, 1962, he told a
representative of the "Aid Organization" a fantastic story to the
effect that he had been a guard at the United States Embassy in

Boscow and had been kidnaped by comrunist agentis, Pages 52 and 33,

ARt A s F70 SR Mo At

INVESTIGATION: Oswald told a representative of the
Travelers Ald Soclety, New York City, that he had been with the
United States Marine Guard at the United States Enbassy in Moscovw,
¥o substantiation, bowever, has been developed of Gun's sllegation.
that Oswald claimed to bave been kidosped by communist sgenis in

the Soviet Union,

* ©. CLAIM: After his return from the Soviet Union,
& Ocwald changed exployment 17 times prior to the assassination of
President Kennedy. Page 59,

INVESTIGATION: Oswald is known to have worked for only

four enaployers during the above period of time: Leslie VWelding
Conpany, Inc., Fort Worth, Texas; Jagegers-Chiles-Stovall, Inc,,
Dallas, Texas; Willias=z B, Reily and Company, Inc., New Orleans,
louisiana; and the Texas School Book Depository, Dallas, Texas,

9. CLAIM: At about 11:30 a,m, on November 22, 1963,
Oswald was eating lunch on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book
Depository Building. The lunch consisted of a chicken sandwich that

be had brought from home wrapped in heavy brown paper which also
covered his long package, Page 105,

. INVESTIGATION: Inquiry by this Bureau fails to indicate

"« ¢hat Osweld ate Iunch In the building. Oswald gave conflicting

Tl ories about bringing his lunch to work on November 22, 1963.
wbho drove Oswald to work,

o —Buell Wesley jer, fellow employoe
slse hag-stated that Oswald carried only a long package to work on the
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lubsfantiafo Gun's clainm,
Oswald, at age five, was treated as an emergency case on April 18,

2

" and 211,

“THE RED ROSES OF DALIAS"

CLAINM: Oswvald wvas treated at Parkland Memorial

4,

Béespital, Dallas, Texas, at the age of seven after an automobile
acoident. DPages 124 and 199,

INVESTIGATION: Records of the hospital do not
Those records do show, however, that

1045, for an injury sustained when hit in theo left eye by a rock.

He was treated with ice packs and discharged on April 19, 1949,

8., ClAIN: A doctor examining President Kennedy at
Parkland Eemorial Hospital found on his stretcher a dbullet that,

without doubt, had fallen from one of the President's wounds 4inmn

Page 133,

INVESTIGATION: The Secret Service has advised this
Bureau that the intact bullet found in the hospital in connection
with the assassination was reportedly found ag 4t fell from a
stretcher used in the handling and treatment of Texas Governor

John B, Connally. This bullet was examinod b{ the FBI ladboratory
and was found to have been fired fron the rifle owned by Oswald,

| 6. C1AIM: A "Buddy Walthers" of the Dallas County
Sheriff's Office alfirms that the shots, or at least one of the

shots, fired in the assassination had come from the overpass in
front of the Premidential motorcade, In addition, ¥althers ran

the course of surgical mecasures,

40 that direction and with & Secret Service Agent found a bullet,

"the fourth bullet,” in the grass near the overpaes., Pages 1352

INVESTIGATION: Valthers &8s undoudbtedly FEddie Raymond
¥althers oY the Dallas County Sheriff's Office who has denied making
the above statement regarding the origin of the bullet, has denied
looking for a bullet with any Becret Bervice Agent, and has denled
finding "the fourth:bullet.” In addition, the Secret Sorvice has
advised that it has no knowledge 0f any of its Agents finding a
fourth bullet.”

7. CLAIM: The number of employees in the Texas School
Book Depository Building is referred to as 91 and more than 250.
Pages 153 and 208.

INVESTIGATION: In connection with this Bureau's inquiry,-

signed statements were taken from 73 individuals reportedly working
in this building on the day of the assassination and it was deter-
mined that two individuals in the building on the day in gquestion were

on sick leave Oon the day when the signed statements were takon,
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. “THE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"

n ¥i11 Fritx, Chief of Detectives ol
description of Oswald droad-

had been advised by Roy B,
that

8., ClLAINM: Captal

the municipal pdlice of Dallas, had the

cast over the police radio systean after he
Truly, Superintendent of the Texas School Book Depository,

Oswald wvas missing from the building. Pages 1853 and 154,

INVESTIGATION: Captain J. V. Fritxs, Dallas Police
Department, bas ~dvised that he did not have a description of Oswald
broadcast for fear that Oswvald might learn he was wanted, Captain
Frits has also stated that he did not advise anyone else at the
Dallas Police Department of Oswald's description, The description

broadcast by the Dallas Police Department at 12:43 p.m,. On
Kovember 22, 1963, was obtained from an unidentified individual who

furnished the information to a police official at the scene of the
Texas School Book Depository Building. It is noted that at the time
broadcast Captain Fritz had not yet been advised by

Br. Truly that Oswvald was missing from the building.

CLAIM: According to police, Marina Orwald is said
ime as belonging to her

\

9.
to have recognized the weapon of the cr

Page 157,

INVESTIGATION: Marina Osvald advised an Agent of this

Bureau on November 22, 1983, that she had been shown a rifle at the
Dallas Police Department on that date that had been reportedly found

2 - in the Texas 8chool Book Depository Building. She sdvised that she
- VAS unable to identify it positively as the sane rifle kept in the

" garage at Mrs. Ruth Paine’'s residence by Oswald,

10. ClLAIN: Follcwing Oswald's arrest, a paper found in
his wallet had KIS Beckley Btreet address. Page 157,

After Oswald's arrest, he admitted to

Dallas Police ﬁipu‘fmeni interrogators and FBI Agents that he had
been living at 1026 North Beckley Street, in Dallas, Texas, However,

no such paper was found among photographs of the articles in Osvald's
wallet shown an FBI Agent on November 24, 1968.

11, CLAIM: In a certain photograph taken by sn amateur
at the passing o the President’'s procession, Oswvild can clearly be
seen brandishing the rifle of the crine and the pistol which served

to kill Dallas Police Officer Tippit. FPage 165.

" INVESTIGATION: Investigation by this Bureau has failed
to develop any information regarding the existence of such a

photograph.
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“THE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"

L

18, ClLAIM: 'rho Dallas Police Departzent found on
Oswvald after his arrest the Post Office Box number to which the
alleged assassination rifle had been shipped. Page 166,

INVESTIGATION: No such item was observed by Agents of

this Bureau among phofographs of things taken from Oswald when he
wvas arrested.

- ’ 13. ClAIM: Oswvald affirmed to Pauline Bates, pudbliec
stenographer of ¥Yort Worth, Texas, in June, 1962, that he had
become a "seoret agent” of the United States Government and that

q. vas soon going to return to Russia ""for Washington.," DPage 172.

’ INVESTIGATION: Kiss Bates bhas denied a newspaper report
that Oswald told her he was working for the United States Departmsnt
of State. 38he has advised that when Oawald first told her that the
State Departaent had advised hin he would be on his own while in
Rugsia she assumed that he was working with the Department of State.

However, she realized later that her assumption was false.

14. ClAIM: One Lucio lopex, employed by the Hexican
bus line, Transporties Frontera, recognized Oswald on television as
& passenger who had asked him to indicate a cheap hotel and then
to obtain a reduction in the Federal tax on the ticket. Gun claims
that loper shoved him Oswald's name on a list of travelers crossing
the border into Eexico. In addition, Lopes stated that Oswvald con-
_f4ded in him an intention to go to Cuba and asked him Af a secrst

- route existed, Pages 173 and 174,

INVESTIGATION: Our inquiry has shown that a Lucio lopes
Medina, baggage and Ireight handler for Transportes Frontera in -
Mexico City, believes he wrote "Osvwld"” on an October 23, 1963, mani-
fest 0f the bus line. Bowerver, Medina has stated he had no pereonal
recollection of Oswald, could not recognize Oswald in a photograph
a8 anyons who had been at the bus terminal, and did not believe
Osvald embarked on the bus noted in the manifest,

18, CIlAIM: At the time of Oswald's trip to Nexico he
wvas under surveillance by the FBI. Page 176,

INVESTIGATION: Oswvald was not under day-by-day
surveillance by this Bureau and was not "wanted" in the sonse of
A fugitive, This Bureau was, ¢0f course, alert to any information -
vhich would indicate that a Soviet intelligence service had an
interest in Oswvald and was 4in contact with him, o

'i.{hgw-hW-Wtﬁ Wﬂﬁrmﬁ'wmﬂ‘*fﬁ'wiﬁhﬁfﬁmﬁw‘m wEw v W Ay e et . § ¢
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wrUE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"

16, CLAIU: Osvald went to the bus station in Mexico
City at 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 8, 1963. The bus deprrture
that day wvas delayed. He bought a tickot for Laredo, Texas, via
Rio Grande, with 75 pesos or $35.71. Be arrived at the bordor about

8 a.m. the pnext day. Page 180.

INVESTIGATION: Investigation by this Bureau has indicated
that Oswald left Nexico City by a Transportes del Norte bus scheduled -
to depart at 8:30 a.m., on Vednesday, October 8, 10663, The price of
his ticket to Laredo was reported es 83.75 pesos or $7.50, Oswald
was checked out of Mexioco by a Nexican immigration officilal sowe-
ting between midnight and 8 a.m,, Ootober 3, 1863, and apparently
arrived in Dallas at ppproximately 3:30 p.m, on the same date,
October 3, 1963, via Greyhound Bus Lines.

17. CLAIM; After being shot by Jack Ruby on Kovember 34,
1063, Oswald was taken to Parkland Memorial Hospital where Dalles
Ponoo Officer J. D. Tippit had died. Page 1990.

- INVESTIGATION: Tippit was actuslly taken to the Hethodist
Hospital oY Dallas and was pronounced dead there &t 1:85 p.m. on
Kovenber 82, 1963. His body wag later taken to Parklond Memorial
Bospital vbero he was listed a8 ‘"Dead on Arrival” and an autopsy vas
performed by the Dallas County Hedioal Exaniner.

18. CLAIM: Marina Oswald has been practically a prisoner
of the Government police. Page 203.

IRVESTIGATION: ‘This Bureau has developed mo fnformation
that Marina Uswald Lhas complained that she is or has been a prisoner

of any lavy enforcenment agency in tho investigition of the assassina-
t:lo:_u 0f Presidont Eennedy.

19. CLAIM: The arrest of Oswald was 1llegal since the
doathzgg Dallas Police Officer Tippit was not known at that time,
Page N

IRVESTIGATIOR: The Dnllas Police Department received
pows that 2 police officer had beecn shot shortly after 1:10 p.m, on
November 22, 1063. The individual sought for the shooting was _
arres ted about 1:145 p.mn. at the Texas Theater and vas found, of
oourse, to be Mald. It appears that the ¢condition of Tippit was
dmmaterial {naszuch as 4t had been reported and verified that a
police officer had been shot. The Dallas Police Deportment waos
secking the assailant of Tippit and Oswald's arrest resulted from
police investigation of the shooting of Tippit, obviously a crine.
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#THE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"

| 20, CLAIN: Based on the words of witncsses, hov was
it possible for Uswald after leaving the Texas Bchool Book
Depository Building to arrive at his rooming house in ten minutes
when the journey normally takes twenty minutes? Page 207,

INVESTIGATION: Osvald was last seen in the building
within two or three minutes after the assassination of President
Eennedy. He wvas seen at his rooming house at 1 p.m, Agents of
this Bureau have determined that the trip between the building and
the rooming house as acconplished by Oswald can be made in heavy
traffic conditions as existed on tho assassination date in a
?criod of 29 to 83034 minutes,

. 21, ClAIH: Nobody saw Oswald shoot at Pallas Police
Officer Tippit “or even talk to Tippit. Three months aftor the
crime, police h.d not produced the revolver that killed Tippit,
had not proved that the revolver bad belonged to Oswald, and had

not shown that Oswald even possessed a revolver, Page 207,

INVESTIGATION: Our investigation has developed informa-
tion that Uswald wvas observed in conversation with Tippit, after
which several shots were heard, Tippit was seen to fall, and Oswald
wvas obsaerved fleeing the scene with a revolver in his hands. The
revolver taken fromx Oswald at the time of his arrest was found to
have fired the four cartridges located near the scene 0f shooting.
While exanination of the bullets taken from Tippit's body did not
,- positively identify them as coming from the revdlver taken from
-_ Omwald at his arrest, the rifling inpressions ware similar to those

made by the revolver on bullets fired during the examination of the

revolver #n the FBI laboratory. The revolver found on Oswald had been

shipped to him under an alias he had used at a post office box in

Dallas that he had previously rented, and the writing on the mail

order coupon for the revolver wvas determined by examination in this

Bureau to have been prepared by Osvald, In addition, Oswald adnitted
to Dallas police and an FBI Agent that he had purchased the revolver
taken from him by police at the time of his arrest,

82, CLAIM: Helen Markham was a witness to the murder of
Tippit, but frox a distance and she never idontified Oswald, DPage 207,

INVESTIGATION: The shooting occurred over 100 feat fronm
Mrs, HMarkhan; however, after firing at Tippit, Oswald came toward
the intersection at which Mrs. Markham was standing, thus giving her
a much ¢loser look at him. later, Mrs, Markhan identified Oswald 4im -
;1901:03 line-up and in a photograph as the individual who 3hot at
Py . . |
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33, CLAIM: Any good lavyer oould demonstrate that
paleprints are not legal proof. Page 208,

INVESTIGATION: Palmprints, just ps fingerprints, are
positive means ol 1denfification., Both types of prints, of course,
do not necessarily explain the circumstances under which they were
placed on an object.

234, CLAIM: How was it possible for Marina Oswald, who
is not a firearms expert, to identify a weapon which for three days
had lead astray the Dallas Police Department, the FBI and the
Hecreot Service? Page 208,

INVESTIGATION: Inquiry by this Bureau shows that Marina
Osvald did not 1dentily the rifle found in the Texas School Book '
Depository Building as the same one belonging to her husband which
she bad observed in the garage at Mrs. Ruth Paine's residence. |
Marina Oswald has indicated that she does not consider herself, a
woman, tO0 be 8 firearms expert. The FBI on November 23, 1663, one
day after the nsgassination, had completed tracing the rifle found
in the building to Oswald.

25, CLATM: Nobody had seen Oswald handle the rifle that
he had ordered through the mnil. Page 209,

INVESTIGATION: Marina Oswald hos stated that she had seen

#- Oswald on several occasions, both before and after his attempt on
-+ General Walker's life, handling his rifle. She has nlso said that
she took a photograph of him holding the rifle along with several -

newspapers.

86, CLAIM;
residence were 1llegall
issued. Pages 209 and

INVESTIGATION: Agents of this Bureau wore advised by the
Dallas Police Department that numerous belongings of Oswald at the
residence of Mrs. Paine in Irving, Texas, and at his rooming house
in Dallas, including documents, were taken by search warrant.

s Ans’s el i Sy A T A TR IVNN, T TUIITING Ve S 10 N0, WA Rl o Vit ki A - i S 9 0

Documents taken by authorities from Oswald's
;lzeized since no search warrant had been

27. CLAIM: The arrest and detention of Oswald were
11llegal. He was not informed of his constitutional rights, not
permitted to telephone a lawyer or his family, and not furnished
with a lawyer. Page 310.
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2 -OF approaching him to become an informant of this Bureau.

“THE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"

INVESTIGATION: Oswvald was arrested as a suspect in the
shooting oY Dallas Police Officer Tippit, resisting arrest by fire-
ares and force. A complaint was filed against Oswald 4in the Tippit
shooting about 6 p.m. on November 22, 1933, and about 7 p.m. he was
arraigned. He was identified in a police line-up on the night of
Novenber 22, 1963, as the man who hed s3hot Tippit. FBI Agents
advised Oswald on the afternoon of November 22, 1963, that anything
he srid night be used ageinst him and that he had a right to be
represented by an attorney. He was visited by representatives of
the Dallas Civil Liberties Union late thet night and these S
representatives departed satisfied that Oswald had boen advised of his
right to have counsel, Oswald made no attempt to contact an attorney
until. Novenber 23, 1963, when he tried unsuccessfully to resch John J.
Abt of New York City by telephone on three occasions. In addition,
Gun hirself claims on pages 133 and 164 that the prescence of the press
prevented police from using certain methods to "wring a confession™
from Oswald, Oswald was visited in jail by his mother and wife.

. 28. CLAIM: Special Agent James P, Hosty, Jr., in 1961
had proposed to Uswald that he (Oswald) join pro-Castro organiga-
tions in order to furnish information to Hosty and, thus, to the
¥FBI. Page 210,

INVESTIGATION In 19C1 Oswald vas atill in the Soviet

Union, according to the investigation by this Bureau. Furthermore,
Special Agent Hosty has denied by affidavit ever talking to Oswald

29, CLAIM: VWhy is the possibility of a plot or con-
spiracy discounfed in Dallss and Washingtor? Page 212,

IRVESTIGATION: There has been no factual information

developed by this Bureau to support g theory that the assassination
of President Kennedy was planned and executed by a eonspiracy.

30. CLAIM: Marguerite Oswald has said that her son,
lee, was8 - nember ol the "Aviation Cadet Corps'" and was a student
pilOto Poge 213, |

INVESTIGATION t Marguerite Oswnld in the weekly French
newspaper, "Le Nouvenu Candide,” issue of April 2-9, 19064, stated

that her son had been in the "Aviation Cadet Corps,”™ which she
identified as the student pilot corps of the United States Air Force: .-
Our fnvestigation has shown that Oswvald was enrolled in the Civil Airx
Patrol in New Orleans in July, 1635, and not in tho “Aviation Cadet
Corps,” as anlleged. Apparently Oswvald remained in the Civil Air

Patrol for only a few months, "
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“THE RED ROSES OF DALLAS"
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31. ClLAINM: Marguerite Oswald has stated that she
had learned that DPallas Police Officer Tippit had been seen in
Jack Ruby's nightclud several days dbefore the assassination,

Page 314.

INVESTIGATION: Marguerite Oswald in the weekly French

newspaper, "lLe Nouvesu Candide," issue of April 8-15, 1964, .
stated that she had learned Tippit and Ruby had deen seen together

-« at the Carousel before the crime, The inquiry @f this Bureau has
failed to reveal any association of Tippit and Rudby or to disclose
any indication of Tippit's presence in Ruby's c¢club,
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