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s, Dullesc, Do you oW whether any fingerpirints were calien
after ieC narvey Oswald peturmed frem che Soviet Union? .
-0 fotonae TNoSO after ne wes arpested in conncction with
+wig particular ofrenic. :

i'r, Duilésc, Apart firom the fingerprints obtained in conncc-

tion wilh tne upsausination,

0, Duiics. Under 1uv?

. fatona. NO, Sir -- villy persons taken invo custody for
tcderol vioiations as such, Kow, vnc roil had actually no authoricy
ot 211, except in casus of puliing an arrest.

v, Dulles. 'Tnere iy notning done lan connectign with the
cencus or anything of thav kinu?

0, Ietona. HoO, 58ir. Some persons are ordereds by virtue
o& Leing alicns, to be fingerprinted -- tnose that are donxiciled
hewe 4n the Onited States must register under the Alien Regice
uclicn Acts

Vi, Duiles. Ard Pingerprints then ave talken of allens in
cLnricetion with thoelir vegistration?

Yo, Ietona, %hdtts rignt,

1%, Dullies. Ocheruise there ic no general proceaure for the
{2lilng of anybody that you mey huappen to want To take?

- - r - . - .
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110, 1atona. Tne scrvices, of cource, require 1v, Aonria

cants for certain positions erc reguired by law. Tor exeiple, all

toavil Borvice, Pelorel CLvil forvice applicants must be finger-

printed. Locally, there are ceriein local caced. For example, &
ran may in come localities, 1L he cven anplice for a chauffeur's
license, have to be finserprinted. If he desires 2 gun pernit,
he nas to be fingerprinbtcd. In sowme places, 1 he annlies for
certain jgbs he ust be finzerprinted.

in. Dulles. As I recall, I gove a fingerprint waen I got my
sutomoblie license. Is that general throughout the Unlted Staves?

1. Iatonz. Uhzt State was ¢hat?

I'r. Dulles. Ecre in the Distrlct. Didn't I give that?

Mr., Iotonn. No, Sir. To my knaowledge, there aroenone that
require it. Pingerprinting -- for an cutormobile license., In
Cal4ifornia I belisve it 4s voluntary -- ©o place the finger, if
you desire to, on your card,

y Ir. Dulles. Thanik you very much.

Ir. Eisenberg. I, Iatona, Exhibit 630, which 1s one of the
¥neoil ten-print cards submitted by the Dallaes Office, 1s rarlied
"pefused to oign" Iin the box with the princed captlilon "Signature
of percon fingerprinted.” Do you recall whether Lee harvey
Osuald signed the lizrine Corp3 card?

I“r. Latona. Off hand, I do rot.

[ir. Eisenberg. I think it would be interesting for the

record to see Af that 4s sipned, and, ofcourse, as we read the
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e were discuvscing vinethey you had madc a chait of the*lmoun
and latent right paluprint of Jee Harvey Oswald found on Exhibit

142, as T will refcer to 1t f’rem nov on.

‘Iatona. I belicve T have alrcady furnished you spmaller

'111 e
ohotograpns.

tir. Eilsenberg. Yes, you have. Tnose have becen marked into

evidence.
e, Iatona. Tnis 1s the inked -- the rignt inked palmprint,
a pnhotograph of the rignht inked palmprine of Iec Harvey Ocsvald.

Mr. Eisenberg. And you say "this". Can you sGentify tnat

exnibit? It ic 631,
T am handing vou Exhibit 632.
. Iatona. Exhiplt 632 is aporoximately a tinc ang a half

enlargement of the latent palmprint wihich was developed on the

browun wWraiper.
fr. Eisenherg. That 4is Bzxhibit 142,
Mr. Iatona. Exhiblt 142 -~ which 48 indicated by the red

arrow A.
lic. Eisennerg.DI4 -you prepare thig chart, M. Iatona?

tr. Iatona. Not personally, no. This vas made under wy per-

sonal éiroction and supervigion,

Mr. Eisenberg. £And is it an sccurate reprecuctlieon of the knov
and latent printe which wveve earlier introduced into evidence?
Mr. Lotona. It is. It is e tzue and falthful reproduction of
o e e S mE e o
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:;;ately eipnt times the orlginalo..

1. Eisenberg., May I have thic intrcduced into evidencc; as .

636, MI'. qw-il1mn.
Rop. Ford. It will be inftroduced.
(The item veferrcd ’co' vaco irevked Commicssion Exhibit 630 for

1dentification and received in evidence.)

v

te. Dulles. Moy I eslc whether this wad disgﬁ}ercd 1rinedlatel;
afcer the assassination -- at what tluc did you discover this
particular palmprint?

V. Iatona. I. was on the 23vrd of Novewmber, the day after.

1r. Eisenberg. Uging this chard, 636, IMr. Iatona, could you

demonstrate to us some of the pointévhich lcd you Yo the conclucior
e

tnat the latent palmnrint on 142 was the palmprint of lee Harvey
Osvwald ?

Mr. Latona. Tae proccedure in making this compariscn was ed-
actly the same as the proccdure folloued in connection with wmaking
the prior cramination of the fingerprint. . Now, the area wnhich
sh;:s in aprrozinately an eight-tine enlargerent, and 1s marked
"1atent Paelwmprint Developned on Broun Homerade Paper Container®,
vhich 4ic Exhibit 630, is roughly'ouﬁlined on Ccmuission Exhilbilt
631 4in recd, vhich is a photograph of the 4nked rigat paloprint of
Ice Harvey Osuvald,

a1 arca below the 1ittle finger, or wnat ve referred €o 28

tre vinar portion of the palm -~ now, in making the wxamination or

comparicon, here agaln -- firse of 211 I woul@ like to point ouv
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thot there 18 a black line that goes right thoougn -~ 1n an .
upwafd fashion -- througnh the cenlargeuent of the latent paluprint.
Tn2t 1ince is caused by virtue of the fact that the palmprintwhicn
15 developad 4o partielly oﬁ 0. plece of tapa as uwell as whe
wrapper 4itself. In oi:hér words, a part of tne print ic on a picce
of tepe and the other partv 18 on the naner ltcelf.

t1r. LEisenberg. I, Latona, cowdd you shou hov the pdlm lay
on the paper to produce that impresslon?

Mr. Iatona. Tne palm lay iIn thic fashlion here,

1o, Biscenberg. You are pubtiing your rignv hand on the paper
sp that the fingers are pointing in the same dlrection as the
arrovl A?

I"'r. Iotona., Tnatlfs righc.

v, Biscnberp. And 4T 46 at approximtely right angles to the
paper bag?

¥ir, Latona. That's right.

‘ Hare again, in malring the counparicon, a cheek 48 n:éde for the
location of cerevain polnts. ‘

Nou, we notice herc that the points oppear te bo much clorer
than they vere in the fingerprinf, and that lg probably bacausze
of tha precsure vhich was orcrcised pocssiply In holding the objecf
vhich was in this paper contcainsr.

Now, you notice this point nurber 1 hero, tvhich we term the

endine ridge. Polint number 2 ic also’an ending ridge. And you

notice in between these points there is a ridge, Polnt number e

a . [ - Eh ] . .. .. [
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is to the lefc L point numver 1. 2 T

Then ﬁe £4né there 1s 2 point number 3 whica ic & poln® uiieh
4c sinllar in character to point nuiber 2 and ic aluost directiy
below, but there are tilo intervening riages. ?hen there 1s a point
nuzber 4 vhich 4s below poin?t ﬁumbcr 3, and going in a direction
oppecsite fron point number 3.

Tf we bear thode four pointe in mind -~ and 1f the latent
poliprint wvas made by the same palm that nade the ianked pelinprint,
thcn ﬁe should £ind these four pointc In that pocitlon over there.

Mo, 4in order to first of a2ll find thne partvlcular area where

w&
.0 uouwld 100 to scee Af theoc points swe CifiUikags™ &% LOuld e
boarakg in mind the general formatlion of Che print itoelf., e
notice the so-called looping fortaticn in the inized print. Ve
sece that there is 2 looping formetion here. Definitely i€ 1s net
as pronounced in the latent print as 1t is in ¢ic Iinked print.
But to the exporicnced eye, 4t is rlight here.

Accordingly, bearing in wind vhere these polnts would occur,
ne uo&ld goneralize in the orca to the cxtreme rigatv of the
enlorpeuents, anéd find ghat there is a point wvalen is comevhat
sinilor to the point which appeays in the inlked inmprecsion, which
momentarily uve would say appears to be the same polnt as eybinyetaky
1. |

Now, bearing in wind hou nuber 2 is related o poinv nmunber

1, does such a point appear in the latent print? And waking the

cneek, exactly in the sane fachion e3 in relationship that occurred

L
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in the inked print, we find that there 55 guch a point. .

Does 2 third point cppser in in the fane relationshlp Yo poun
number 2 as 1¢ appears in the inled print?
Counting doun 1, 2, and then the 3 polnt being the point it-
srelf. And in ¢he saie general flouing Girection ve couvnt here,
W . 2 J o 4 r
Baing in pind apain that we found polav NUmOSY k. 18 what wve

—
refer to as 2 bifurcotion going in the opposite direction fron

d

nursbor 3, wkhich was directly belou and to the left, do vie f'ln_g suc
=

2 point here? Sure enough, there 1t 1s.

fou, an additiznal tect would be this: Bt this polnt here
we notice there ic an abrupt ending of & ridge at this point here.
T vag not even charted, Tae fact is, it alsco occurs here. ¥You
gce this point herc, througa vhich there 4is no line dravin, here 1t
4c ripght here --
Mp. Eicenberg. You are pointing above 4?2
yir. Latona. Dircetly above 4 to a ridge going -- what we
term floving to the right, Now, at this point here, o a Iinger-
print eraminer of any experilonce at 211, he would start caying
these prints werce prohably rade by the sawe fellouw. To satisiy
himcelf, he uould convinue to‘ point nuuber 5 -~ 1, 2, 3; e
there 4s point number 5. Tacn there is munber 6, and there 1s
nunber 6 here, having ezactly the sane relationship ¢o ecoch otcacr,

0o the basis of those six polnts alone, I would venbure %he

opinion that thece paluprints were made by the same percon. ZEBut

ol — aimiine- S il inl
el .



for pwrposes of carrying 4t out further, he.e 1S point numbcr 7Y -

point number T 45 obliterated to a certain degrec o the in-
experienced cye by virtue of the fact That Lt almost coinclde:s
with that line there. You probably do not cce that.

And here 4 point numbcf 8, vwnich is related to polint nurber
7 by %he peparation of Those ridees In vhe came waye. 1, 2, 3,
i -= 1, 2, 3, 4. Tn 148 relotionsnin %o number 9 here -~ just
ahove and to the left, fiouing in The same general direction. Here
1¢ 45 here.

Then your point nurber 10, whleh 13 tled invo point nunbcr
11 1n %his feshilon here, ard 12 and 13, All of them have the paize
relationshin incofer ac the interventicn of ridzes ic cpnccrned,
¢he some general arca, plus tho fact that they all flow in the
satlc general direction.

Picleine up nucber 14, wnich is goling upvard To noint nunber
15, which stands out rather caslily -~ 15 here. To throu in jJuse
one point cztra -- see this 1ittle poinv here, that ends here?

172, Eisenberg. That 15 to the upper right of 157

iy, Iatona., To the rizht and upuard of 15.

177, Dulles. So you roally have 16 points there?

o, I2tona. hetunlly, there are more than that in here,
vhich T heve not even bothered ¢o chart., The cpinlen here, vwlth-
out any cuestion 2t all, this latent printc, vhich was developed

on the brovn bag parked A -- 142 -~ was made by the right palia of

Ice Harvey OSI“aIA And in my opinlon, this idenuificat.n.on is
?




4718 \

absolute. ' There ig no question at all that only the richt palre of

o

Lee Harvey Ocwald wmade ¢his print, or could have made At. .

lr. Eisenoerg. Ave there any further auostions on the pr.‘.!.nts'
appearing on this bag?

" daen. Ford. Iurray?
Ir. hurrey. 2y I suiszest this, Mr. Chalrman? Since the
| orint on the bag moy bacome obliterated, and since rembers of the

Cormission have alreoQy seen it, 1t sight be advisable to put on
the record - that they have scen 41, beeauce in tine €o come it may
not be vis_iblo_to anyoody .
" Ren, Irord, Vlell, I for onc weuld be willing to state that
I have personally secen that fingerpoint Thwough a glasé on the bage=-
both the fingor and the palo,

Ilr. Dulles. I would bo glad to concur that I also hive seen
the fingorprint and the pelinveint {o uhich Congressinan I:‘o.-':'d fei‘eré. -;

Ire Bliscnborg, In that general coancetlon, I-ir; Iatona, *dd‘you
ce.unonly .mal:e your Tingerpriant identviflcations on the basis of fﬁe
chject == 0a wnich tho latent nriInt appears -~ or on the basis of
& phovozraph of that object?

lir, Iovonza. Normally i€ ic wade on the basls of photographs .
e vorlz nore or 193:3' 1ilke an asceirbly=-line basis, and 1-:e' do not

~have vhe €ire or tihc opportunity to worlt from the originals, as

was done in thils case -- ¢his beins quite an exceptional case. 8o

the usval identlification vculd be 12d0 -- Or t2s made oa the basis

of the bag 1tself, rothor than to wolf and get fianiched photozraphs
B L e s
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from our ppotogyaphic laboratol

IT' I rccall coirrectly, this was on a Saturday, the 23rd.. '

Mr. Elccendberg, “Yes, 1€ wac.

Ir. Iafona. Ve did not pave our full gtaff there. VWe were
called iIn €o handle thic cacsc hSpecially. Tnere were no photo-
grapacrs avallable at that time for that particular purpose.
Frankly, under €he circumstances i1t wouvld not have made any dif-
ference whether they were available or not. This had a priority
over everything we uere working on and naturally we had to proceed
as fast as we could in a sense to render conclusions and opinions
at that time.

Accoralngly, the original comparizons wveve made directly
from the wrapper, rather thon a photograph, unich vwes prepared
gubsequently to this.

Rep. Ford., Tae suggestion has been made, Mr. Murray, that
pernap3 you would 1like to look atf the palimprint and the finger-

print on the wrarpling, and you might maeke a statement the same as
.

I'r. Dulles and I have made,

Ilr. Eisenperg. Could you peint out to IMr. MHurray, Mr. Iatona,
the tvuo printe?

lr, latona. Yeg, sir. A is the fingerprint.

M, Dulles. And the witnecs certifles thet these are true
photographs of the fingerprint and the p2lmprint that you have
exhlbited.

Mr. Iatona. Yes, sir.

. . } N .. . - n
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17r. Murray. lay I say for the record, Mr.Chalirman, that 1

definitely and clearly scau what appeared to mc to be 2 palrnprint
in the par»t of Exhibilt 142 wnich was decignated vwith a B, and

less clcarly, but nevertheless I did sce the fingerprint on the

other portion of the bag.
lie. DBicenberg. IMr. - Iatona --
Mv., Latona. B 4is the finmer, and A 1o the palm.
1. lurray. Yes, that's correct. And the palu A -~ there
I definitely sau what appeared to be & polnopring, and wore faintl
I sau 2 fincerprint in the portion rarlked B.
Ivr. Dulle3. And these arc exhiblts --
'7r. Eigsenberg. Tnis 15 Exhibit 142,
(At this point Fepresentative Boggs entered the hearing YOO« )
I». Dulles. Doth the peluprint and the fingerprint are on
Ezhibit 1k2,
1r. Eisenberg. Yes -- marked .: and B respectively.
‘' 1, Latona, onc further question on vhis subject.
Winen you testify in court, you frequently testify on the
basis of the photographs rather than the original object?
1. Iatona. If the originals are avellable, I wouvld prefer
that they be brousht into court. If they are not, then photogranhs

are used -- plus the original negative of the latent prints which

wore whotographed.
kr.Eigenberg. Nou, lir, I2tona, I hand you Coumisoion Exhiblt

139 which, for the record, consisio of the rifle found oﬁ the sixtl
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floor of the TSBD building, an
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which was identifiled yesterdayi'

Y .

v
as the rifle -- and the day before yesterday ~~- ag the riflie which

|
fired the fatal bullets, and I aslc you whether you are femillar

with this wvcapon?

I, Iatona. Ye3, I am.

>, Eiscenberg. And did you examine tChls weapon o test -
did you exanlne this weapon to defermine whether there vere any
jaentifiable latent fingerprints on 4t?

I, Latona. I.examincd the weapon to determine whethew there
were any ldentifliable latent prints on the weaspon.

IMr. Elscnberg. When did yourecelve the weapen?

Mr. Latona. On the morninz of November 23, 1903.

Mr. Eicenberg. And when dld you proceced to make your eam-

ination?

I'r. ILatona. I procecaed fo make my examination that same day

thet I received i¢t.

Jir. Eisenberg. Can youtell us what technlques you used?
ir. vona, ell, the tecimigue that I used first vwas simply
£o exanine i€ vicultlly under 2 magnifying glass, a2 hand magnifying

¢lacs, priwarlly for the purpose of geeing, first of all, whether

there viere any vicible printsc. I nignt point out that my attention .

had been directed o the area which we refer to as the trigeer

guard on the left side of the weapon, Commission Exhibit 139,

Ir. Elcenberg. The trigger guard area.

Mr. I2vona. The trigger guard area.

g
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tir. Blsenberg. Waich actually, in the case of this particular

weapon, is thc area in which the megazine 4G inscrted at the, top;
4s that correct? You are looking at the wecapon now, and the

rar2zine comes out the bolton of what 1s called the trigger guard

area, and would be a trigger guard on another weapon.

e Tatona. That's correet. There had been placed over that
arca a plece of cellapnane naterial. Iy attention had been
dirccted to it, to the effcct that a pricr ezamination had been
rade of that area, and that there were apparently cercaln

latent prints available -- visible uwader that area. -

I fivst examine most prints to see --

177, Dulles. Yho placed the cecllaphane meterial there, in
vyour opinion?

vy . Iatona Vell, I vas told -- oy information was s8iwnly
¢nat the Dallas Police Department had done so. I have no personal
inowledge as to who did 1, other than information that the Dallas
Police had examined the weapon and they had found these visible
marls on there, that they had developed the prints.

low, by what mcans they did it, I do not Ilmou, but I would

ascume they uced & gray pouder.

pe. Dulles. WYhat was the purpose of putting the cellaphane

there?

mr. Latona. To protect the prints while the rifle was in-

transit to the PBI.

. ﬁisen‘berg. Jlow, when you received it with tThe

[ -
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cellaphane cover, tinat posvicn GLa 4% covere? , ‘Y .

Ir, Latona, Clogsest to the trigper area.

Ilr. Eisenberg. On the trlgger guard, closest to the tgigger
area? |

I''r. Latona. That's riéht.

IM». Eiscerberg. YWas that on the right or left side of the
vieapon?

Mr. Latona. ILeft side.

My, Elscenberg. And wes theue a print visible to you under-
necath the cellaphane?

Me. Latona, I could see faintly ridge forwvations there.
Houever, examination diceclesed to me that the formations, the
ridpge formations and characterilstics were 1nsuf£icient for pur-
poses of either effecting identification or a détermination that
the print was not¢ iaentical with the »rints of people. Accord-

ingly, oy opinlion simply waes that the latent prints which uwere

there were of no value.
L
llotl, I Qid not stop there.

Ir, Blieenberg. PBofore we leave those prints, . Latona,
had those been developed by the pouder method? -
lc., I2atonza. Yeo, they had.
Mo, Bisenberg. Vas that a gray powder?
Mr. Lotona. I assuned that they ueed gray pouder in order to

give them vhat little contrast could be seen., And 1t toolz sonme

highlighting and sidelignting with the use of a spotlight to

L e



actuzlly make those things discernible at all., .

Rep. Pord., Ac far as you are concerned,

v, Latona., Tnat's right.

o’. Dalles. Is it liﬁcly or poscible that those fingerprints
could have been Gama*gedtor eroded in the passage from Tezags to
your hands? =

Mr. Iatona. No, sir, I don't thiniz so. In fact, I think we
got the prints Just like they were. Tiey had, in addition to thi:
rifle and that pancr bapg, vhich I receilved on the 23rd -- there
hoG also been subuiitted to me gone photographs winich had been
talzen by Che Dallas Police Department, at leact alliegega to have
been taken by them, of Chege prints on this Crilgger guafd uwhich the
develonad. I exawnined the photogranheo very*ciosoly'and I still
could not doternine any latent value in €he photogz-aph.

So then I toolr the rifle pzx'sonally' over to our photo
labo.avory. In the meantiuve, I had rade arrangenents to bring
a plotographer in especially for tne purpose of paotcgrarnhing these
latent piints for me,an& exnericnced photopgrapher -~ I called
him in, I recelved tnis moterial in fhe Justlce Bulilding. My
office of opcrationd 4is in the Idéntification‘Division:Building,
which 23 at 2nd and D Strect, SWY. S0 I made arrangeronte o
irpedlately have a2 photographer come 4in and see if he eould imprové
on the photographs that were taken.by'tﬁeinallas Pollice Tepare-

nment.

tlell, we spent, betwecn thz two of us, setting up the camera,

- T W .
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lichting that we could conceivably think of, chhecking back and
rorth in the darkroom -- We could not improve the condition of

-

these latent prints.,
SO, accérdingly, the final conclusion was simply that thne

latent print on this gun was of no value, the fragments that were
thee.

After that had been determlned, I then procecded to complefely
process the entire rifle, to see if there vere any other prines
of any sipniflcance or valﬁe -- any prints of value -- I would notv
1now wnat the significance would be, but to see if tnere ﬁere any
other prints, I conmpletely covered the rifle. I 2lso had &
fircarms man --

Rep. Bogzs. VWnat do you cover 1t with?

.. Iatona. Gray fingerprint powder,

Rep. Boggs. What is that pouder?

'_er. Iatona. It 4s usually a combinatlon of chalk and mer-

cury, or pocsibly white lead and 2 1ittle bit of resin material

to give 1t some vicight.
v, Eiscenberg. Ana you \testified carlier that that acheres~-

Ir. Latona. To the moiéz;re that was left by the finger,

the fingers or the hands, when 1t cane in contact uvith the surface.
Rep. Bogss. How long will that condltion rewmain?
Mr. ILatona. Going from one extreme to the other, it w2y

repain for years; under other circunstances, it mey not even lasv
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for fifteén or twenty minuces. i
Rep. Boggos. Vhy the diffevence? e

tir. Latona. Pecause of the amount of waterial which was lert |
and the condition of the material vhich was left.

Pasically, the material may be made up of provein paterial
and selt and water ~- primarily weter. IC 1T 1S totally wacter,
with very 1ittle calt or oily material, when the cvaporatlion 1c
effective, then 1t 4c compleie -- there will be nothing left.,

Rep. Boggo. You mean that iU .16 poune.

. Iatona., Right. On the other hand, if thacre 15 an oily
matier there, we Maow that latent prints will lactv Jiterally for
years on certain objectsc. . -

Lep. Porps. Vell, Just for purposes of information, 1L I malie
fincerprints there on the table. hou loaz would they norwally last?

I, Latona, I doi't Know.

Ren. Bogps. Vell, would there be any way o knon?

i I..z:' Tatonz2. No, Bir.

172, Dulles. It cepends on temperature, on the amount of
moicture involved? Whrat does 1t depend on?

It». Iatona. Pirst of all, I saw him touch 1t, but I am not
even nufehe left 2 print thore,

Rep. Boggs. Well, I can sce 1t.

Ir. Iatona. gs to the cuality of th'e print, there ogain iv :___i

gimply @ watter of what ratericl-ée you have in your hands that rodc

that print, as ¢o how long it will 1ast, how long 4t uwill take for

L] - - . - T Berieg— . . -
L
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it to evaporate,

Actually, when it dries out, 1t wmay, in itself, leave a

print with such clarity that 1t would not -- even though 1f tiould
not accept the pouder, 8T111 by hignhlighting it, the way 'EE?——-
you did to seec that the priht wag there, we could photogrégg-it
s0 1€ would come out Just ac clear as though it were black on
vwhite,

Rep. Bogps. Does the wmaterial thatone %touches have any ef=-
fect?

r, Latona. Very definitely, It depends on how hard or
smooth the material is.

Rep. Boggs. Now, does a weapon lend itselfl to retaining
fingerprints?

. Latona. This particular weapon here, first of all, in
ty opinion, the metal ic very poorly finished. It 45 absorbent.
Eclieve 1t or not, there is a certain amount of absorption into
th{g_metal ltself, It is not finished in the sense tha£ 1t 18
highly polisncd,

Rev. Boges., So tﬁis would be conducive to getting a good
print, or would it?

ir. l2tona., It would not.

Rep. Boggps. I see -~ because 1t would 2bzorb the moisture.

Ir. Latona. That's right., Now, there arc other guns ee
for example, Smith and Vescon, which have exceptlionally nice

finishes, the blue metal finishes are better surfaces for latent
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printe. Where you have a nickel-plated or silver-plated revolvers,

vhere 1¢ 15 omooth ~- they arc mmuch more conducive to latent
prints than come of these other things, say like the army type,
the vweapons used in warcipme, that are dull, ©o avoid reflectlon --
things of that type -- they arc not ac good.

1. Dulles. I wonder if you would like ©o loolz a2t fthe
fincerprints we have gonc over. They are quitce aprarent theve
with the glass.

Rep. Bosggs. I would lilke to 100k at them. That i1s 211l I wani
to aslt richt at the menent.

pr. Dulles. I would lilke to asl a general question.

Mo, Lotona. This ic one of the fingerprincs developed on the
broun wranppey. It ic this prinv here.

1., Dulles. You can see these prints quive clecarly, and
the palnprint.

Rep. Bozgs. This 415 a photogranph ol thot?

¢ v, Litona. Tnis 1s approximately a time and a2 halfl enlarge-
ment. Tais is the left index finger. Heve is the paluprint that
vas develoned.

Rep. Ford, lir. Boggc -- each of us here, Mr. Dulles, Ilx.
Murray and mycelf, have s2ld on the record that we have 8coen the
prints on the uwrapping. Ve did this becawse, as Fr. Iatora has
indicated, such prints may disappear over a period of time. We

"~

thought it might be well for the record to indicate that uwe sal

themn. If you wish to ao the sane --
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r. Dulles. Tne witnesc has certif’ed to the fact that‘these
are true photorraphe of the prints that we have scen.

Rep. Bogrs. Lnd Che wi%ness hac alco certificd that those
arc Osvald's prinvc?

Ior, Iatona. MNo, I cannot cecrtify to that.

L

., Disenberg. Do you want to czplain that?

N

Mir. Latona. A3 I am not the onc that fincerprinted Couald,
I camnot tell fron my oun prersonal Knouledge that those are actuall:
the fingerpirints of Lec Harvey Oazwald.

Ir, Eicenberg. But ycocu can certify thot those prints are
identlical with the printa on the card which beors the name of
Iee Horvey Osuald wiich was fuznished to you?

ITr, cona. Tnat 1o ripht.

[, Bigenberg. Ve will gev other evidence in the record aft
a su§sequent time to show those uwere the prints of Oswuald.

‘.Hr.Latona, you vere cayliag that you had wvorlked over that

rifle by applying a gray pouder to it. Dia you develop any
fingerprinte?

I, L2tona., I wes not succeseful in Geveloping any prints
at all on the vieepon. I also had one of the fircarms exandiers
dismantle the veapon and I processed the complete weapon, all

partc, everything else. And no latent prints of value vere de-

veloped.



- fols

(- TOPARECRET ()

Mr. Eiscnberg. Does that include the clip?

L730

' .

®

1. Latona. That included the e¢lip, that includcd the bolt,

1t 4ncluded the underside of the barrel uh/ch is covered by the

stock.

'

lr. Eisenberg. Were cartridge cases furnisned to you at that
time?

7. Latona. They were, wnich I processed, and from which I
ot no prints. ‘

lir. Eisenberg. Tnerefo:c, the nct result of your worll on
Exhibit 139 uwas thatyou could not produce an identifiable print?

Mr. Latona. That's correct.

Mr. Dulles., My 1 ar;lc onec question? Does the Secret Servie
do fingerprinting work, or do they turn it ove: to you ~- furn
to you fof 2ll of that?

I'r. Iatona. I think they do some of thelr oun, and on occa-
sion ve will do some for them, too. Primarily 1 thix;lc they 4o

tnedir oun., I em not too familiar with the Secret Scrvice aa to hou

elaborate their laboratory 1.

1. Eicenberg. 5o a5 of November 23rd, you had not found

an 4dentifiable print on LExhibit 139?

Ir. Iatona. That is right.
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lir, Eiccnberg. I now hand you & small white card marked®
with corcain inicialg and wich a date 11-22-632. Thexe is a
&

ccllophane wrappiag, c¢cllophane tape across this card with what

eppoarc to be a fiancerprint undcerncath itc, and the

hon@uriting underneath thot taps is "off underside of gun barrel

L

near end of foro-crip, € 2776" wnich I micgnt roemark pareanthctcircall

15 tho ecricl nundoxr of Exhibit 129.
I ack you whethor you are familiar with thig item which I

Lhaond you, thic coxg?

Ir. Latona. Wes, X em familiar with Cthis particular cihiibit

1

oscribe £o us vnat theot exnibad

b |

I'r. Eilcenberg. Can you
consiste of, thie item rathez?

lr. Lacona. Tuig c:d1ibic or this icem 1 a lifc o=

a latent polim print vhich wac evidently developed with bliack

lir. Eiscnblrg. And vacn did you receive this itaw?
I'r. Latona. I rcoccived this item ¥Movember 22, 1263.
i
Ir. Lisenborg. BefZore vie go any further ray I h?ve thicg

acmmitted intco avidance?

Rep. Pord. I¢C will bz. that is the nunber? =

M., Eiconzoveo., Tnat will be Iuniar 637.

(The docungac roferred to,wos norked Commissioh's Exhibit
Ilo. 637 and received in cvidence.)

lir. EBisenberg. Mr.Latona,-could you describa o us waat

a 1ife is%?
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Mr.Latona. A 1lift is mercly a picce of adhesiva material

IR

which is used for purpocscs of removing a print that has becn
proviousiy developed on &n objcct onto the adhesive material.
Then the adhesive moterial is placed on & backing; in this

case which happenc to be the ccrd. The adhesive material utilize
heXe is einmilazr to scotch tepe. There are dirffcerent typq£o£ lift~-
ing matcerial. Scme of them arc knowa as opogue liftcrs, which

a:rce rmade of rubrer, like a bloclh: rubber and wvnite rubber vhich

n adhcsive material affixed to it and this material is

hes
@

simply laid oan a print vhich hos been previoucsly developed on an

)

osject and the full print is mercly removed from the objecc.

lir. Eicenberg. thwen you say the print is removed accually

7y

the pouck?
A

Mr. Latona. The povwder thet agiered to the original latent
print is picked off of cha object.

}ir. Eisenkerg. So thot the impression actually is rcemoved?

lir. Latonl3. That ic right.

Rep. Ford. Is that a rccognized technique?

lir, Latona. Yes, it is.

Rep. Ford. In tre fingcryprinting busincess?

IMr. Latona. It is very conmon, one of the most common methed:
of recording latent prints.

Mr. Eiscnberg. Yho did you get this exhibit, this 1lift from?

Mr. Latona. Thiz left waos reforred to us by the FBI Dallas

office.

. Hm . -y e ..
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lir. Eiceaberg. And were you told anytching about ita oricin?”

Hr. La cona. Wo were adviscced that this print had been develope

P

by tnc Dallas Police Department, and ac the 1ift  itself indicates

0

£rom the underside - of the'gunbarrel ncar the eand of the fore-
Crlpe. ;

lir. Bieenborg. Mow, mcy I say foxr the record that at a
gunscqguent point we will neve thé testicony of the police
officer of the Dallac police who developed this print, ond mede
the 1ife, cnd I belicve thot the print ves taleon froa undevrncoch
the poztion of the bzrrel vhich is covezed by the ctock.

I'ow, did you ettecmpt to identify this print which chows
on the 11fc Exhibit €379

[ir. Latona. Eéc, I drd.

. Bisenlcoro, Dird you cucceed in mcking identificaticn?

lir. Latcena. Cn the basis of my comparicon, I Gid effcet
an iaentcification.

. Mr. Eigenhorea. And vihoce print was that, Mr. Latoaa.
s ;

I'c. Letona. Tho palm print which appears on the life wac
idontified by me ac the right polm print of Lee Hazvey Oocwald.

Mr. Eisenberg. MNow, lMr. Latona, &s I understand it, on
lloveaoer 23, therefoza, the FBY had not succeeded in miking
an identification of a fingorprint or palm print on ¢the rifle,
but soveral days leter by virtue of the reccipt of thig

1ift, which did not corec with the weanon originally, thc PLI

did succeed in idontifying o print on Eithibit 13997




lir. Latona. That 18 righnt.

lir. Eiscenborg. VWhich may e:iplainéany inconsiscont or apporent-

¢

ly inconsistent statenents, I believe, which appeared in the press
a3 to an identification? ;

Ilr. Latona. Ve had no personal knewledge of any palm print
having been develeoped on the rifle. Tae only prints that we know
of were the fragmentary prints which I previously poinced out
had becen indicated by tho ccllc:»p?hane on the trigger guard.

There was no indicction on this rifle as to the existence of any
ocncr prints. This print which irﬁ.catc:;z{amc fron the undercide
of the gun barrc}.:\l‘, cvidernitly the lifting had been so complote
thct there wac nothing lecft to show any marking on the gun
itcelZ as to the e:xzisteince of such == @ven en attempt on the
part of anyone elce to process the rifle.

[ir, Dullcs. Do I undergtand then that if there is a lifiing
of this kind, that it may obliterate. ::‘

I'r. Latona. Completoely.

iir. Dullcs. Tre original print?

lir., Latona. Thet is righe.,

Iir., Eizonbaorg. So that you personally, Mz. Latona, did not
lnow anything egbout a print being on ¢he riflo which was
identifiable until you received, *actually received the 1lift, -
L:thibit 637.

lizr, Latona. On the 22th of Noveinber.

lix. Elsenberxg. Eevon days aficer the assassination.

. - - . - P
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2nd in tno intcervening period corzespondingly the FDI ha¥ -

®

no gucn knocwledoc.

hir, Latona, As far a3 I know.

b, Eiscnberg. lir. L;tona, could@ you tcll uc what portion
of thec palm of Lec Havvey aswald you identified that print o8
being?

Mr. Lotona. Yes. Eero acoin I havo a phocogramnia €thdt

wvrll show ¢he approxinate arca involved wnich is on the

ulna,:ide of the lower portion of ¢hie palna.

Z
: N,
Mr. Biccenberg. The ulna' b2ing?

lir. Latona. DPown ncar the bace of the palm towerde the

I’¢. Cicenberg. This 1¢ the richi poln?
&

'y, Latonda. Tae richt paln.

M», Licenecerxrg, AMAs it was in che case of the papor, Ez-

lx, Locona. Yes3, sir.

lr. Eiccnierg. Could you cCicplay chat photegroph pleese?
Thic 18 a paotograrh which you ook of the inked print which
was furniched €o ycu by the Delles office.

IMc. Latenao. I diaalt povrconally prepore the photogronhe

Tncy werse preparcd atc my porcoanal direction.
I'r. Cigoonberg., Was it preparcd undcr your supcrvicion?
lVir. Liotona. Yea, sir,

lir, Eirccnberg. Ic it &n accurate reproduction?

Loy . |‘ |_I_'_ - t



r. Latona., It is.

ﬁr. Eiscnberg. lr.Chairzmon,may I have this admitted ag 6382

Rop. Ford. It shall be admittc.;c;.

(Tnc pnotograph referied o was marked for icden:ificction
as Commicsion®s Exhibitc No. 633 and received in cvidonce.)

Pir. Latoaa. I might point out ¢that you have the origingl
of this which has been previoucly admitted.

{ir., Licenverg. Yes, but thic photograph chows a red circle
cround tho portion which you identified.

iir. Latona. That 13 rignt.

ilr. Bicenberg. As boing ¢the latent found on the lifec, is
tnat raight?

(Discuscion off the record.)

(The reporter road the last gucstion.f

1. Latona. Yego.

Mr, Eiconberg. Mr. Lotona, now you are showing me anothex
paotegraph whica aprears €o bo o photocreph of the 1ift itselsf,
L:taibit 637, but an enlargemeant thereof.

Mr.ILatona. £lichtly cnlerged, yos, sir.

[ir. Eiscenberg. Wac this‘p;epared.by you or ungez y;ur
supecrvision?

Itr. Latona. It was.

lir. Diccnberg. And thero ie a red circle around ¢his,

on this photograph, that is around tho print, the lateni print?

|

lir. Latona. Thaat 1e ricat.

_l.llll....ii-ll-!-'
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Mr. Eicenkorg. lr. Chairman, may I have this phiocoCear: =) ag-

J.

L ttad as 6327
Rep. Foxd., It dﬁall‘bo aamicced.
(Tha photograph rorcr *¢d to was marked Commission E:hiibig

I'o. 632 and rccecived in evideace.)

k. Bicenberg.  Mr, Latona, did you also prépara@ a chart
caowing an enlarced poriion of the inked and latent fincorpring?
lir. Latona. ¥c¢s, sir, I daid.

lic. Eiscuocrg. Illuostroting cowo of the points which you

uscd in making your ideontiZication?

r. Eisenberg. Was ¢ ks chart prepared by you or under your
gupcrvision?
Iz, Latono. This was prepareé undezr wy dircct suzorvisioa.
lir. Eicennorg. lMay I heove thic admitied as 6407
Rep. Fora. It chall be cénmitted.
(The chart refcrred o wos marked Comnission Exhibit o.

t

620 Zor identificction and rocoived in evicence.)

Ir. Eiscanerg. taat is the enlarcomene of “this chary?!
lir. Latona. &ppro:ximately an cicht time enlargereont of the
latent print wnich appoars on the life, Comnicsion Exhibig —-

3. Biccnberg., G372

4

‘. LotCnd. == 637. Odnd the inked right palm print cnlazge-

mcnt 15 epproximately ozcnt tires an - enlargement of the L:rhibit

G3e.

Sy . JAh s s S e b
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Iz, Liscnrerg. The inked print? .

Ir. Latona. Vhich isc encircled in red, a portion of that
aroa.

li'r. Liscnberg. I wonder .whether you could put thet up on €his
easel here so thet we can 8ll sec it, and ex¥plain to us scrae of
the pointc waicn led you ¢o your conclusion.

Iic. Latona. EHere again the epproach insofer as meking a
comparicon is conccrned is oxoctly the scme. Tnat never
caanges, In making a conmparison of fincerprints oz palm_prints,

Nt
tho m:chanicsjif-cxactly the scwme,

Pirst to looir for whet wmicht bo consi&croé as points which
arg¢ cacy to esce to the fingerprint naa.

Rep. Ford. llay I ©ck first was the 1lif¢ a good printe for
technical purposes?

lir, Latona. Yos, to the exrtont thot the icentification wae
rada. There is no question 85 €o the idcntity.

‘low, insofar os quality is conc;rneé, I belicve that is vwhat
'
you have in mind, we don't ﬁh fingerprint circlos,'don“t gy that
/= |
this 15 a gocd letent &z comparced €o a bad latent. I€ it ic
valucblo for purposes of icdentificotion so far as we are coaccrned
it 48 good.

I'ow, that may not appoar to the inexporienced ova pooscibly

as being as clear as scme of thoce others tviiich you have alré:dy

ccen but for the purpoce of identification the points aro here.

That is the main thing,

Bl sl J g o Sl R AR

- Y . - C o .. o mpmp  F ccme oy oA e a rrp oW . * . - . .. e - e



[ 4739

: : : S T
Ilow, in w2king tho comparison here .1¢ is cacy to ece the

ink print. Thera ig very littcle question here. This print
»

was wadoe on purpoce £0r purposes of cecoraing the ridges, Thics

was mada more or lecs incidontel or posoibly accidental.

lir. Dullcc.Xow does the left onz diZffor? I tihouaoht you

told us before it vwas ¢en tirres,
lr, Latona. llo. Those uvere +£ho ochers,

lir, Dulloz., That wac the fingerprint that was ton timos?

2. Latona. Thct ic richt.
Pir, Dullec. Ana ¢ho polm hos alwavys been eiché ¢

Ir. Latona. That is right, Tzcouse of the foci y 3
ten times it would hove been cnlazrged to the exient that Iavhe

ou wouldn'®t be atle £o sece tho GloniZicance as ¢o wnat' it pure
Y U

peres to bo.

1f you enlarge fingerprints oo much, it loses its

idontity. I have scen then whero thoy were enlerged so big

that you coulcén'%t €ell vhot they were, and if soxrebody would tell
‘

You it is a fincerprint you would s2y,1f you say so it is,but

it doesn’t loolk: like it to ma.

llow, in corme other scioncos, for cxcriple, like handuriting

&nd things of thot kind you con enlarge thom pretty gocd cizo,

Cypewriting cnd things of ¢hot type, kut a fingerprint bocaouse

o
ol tha poornesc in oontrast: plus the fact that in themeselves theze
black norks have no particular sicnificance, they might losce their

icdentity, you won't roconcile a palin print with a palm print.

AnssEneansne i
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S0, actually for purpoces of making comparisons we naver,

o

make a comparicon f£rom an onlaracment. The best way to malke a
comparison, the morae completo, is to maoke it from the actual
8120 utilizing a rcgular fingorprint glass wiich enlarzges approxie-
matoly four diawciers.

1’0 would ncever think of eanlarging the prints for purposes
of making our initial compcrison. We make them on tho basis of
the actual size, just like you sce it here, étilizing a fingor-
print, which gives you a better picture.

Ilr, Cicenborg. Fingerprint glasz, you mcan?

sr. Latona. Pingerprint glacs, because you Get a ruch
better view of the inprescicn than you do where it is enlarged
becauso in enlarging you have 7( tendency ¢€o diétort, tho
discimilarities, to cxacgerate whak mey be considered as dis-
similaritcies.

Uow, looking at theso marks here again, which are very
epparenc here in the ink print, this numder one waich is &
black line which £lcw’s over ¢o the richt, then onc ¥idge directly
oelow it and off to tho le7t is this point number two. Then by
counting down ono, two, throo, four we come to this portion, a
shortened ink ridge which wos similar to this shortencd ink ridge

in the illustration @rcvm on the board is Mumber 3. °
liow, here again the fingerprint man simply mentally eays

to himself, YIf those palm prints were made by the same palm I

should be eble to find three such points in approximately the

S . S, ANy ek  glme. fEEe,,. SEPEy EEEE
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The mannor of is

olating the arca is by victue of the feact

that you sca thic looping fornstion, the looping formation ig

right in here, rathor vagug but it is there.

Looking in that approximace area, you notice fointly thig

black line that comdScver to this araa and stops at thet
-

o

point thero.Now,is thie point numbor oaz the samo ac {hic

point number onc? If it is, then there should Lo a point numbhor

2 in the latent print which is in the same relative positicn as

polnt nurber 2 occur‘r-:. in ¢he in
>
position by thic one ridge removed and to the left, thexe is

2 princ., By looking in such a

this point numbor 2.

Tuen looking down to point nurbor S, wCe notice ono, ¢wo, thrce
four, there is this go-called shoricned ink ridge waich to me
chows up very clearly here in the enlorcement of the

latent print.

3° Point nuwber 4 is ¢hisc black line vhich io coning towards

point numder 3, and right within tho zame area, line. Taere is

roint nuzbor 4,

Poiut number 5 is picked up in ¢his position ovar here,

L

vaich 1S another one of thase gshortcned ink ridges, It %o
removed by one ridoge or rather ¢o the lefe ofZ point numbér 6 as
is scon herg.

Then we pick up point nuwber 7, which is this point

shoving a cluster of ridge forination hore,
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to point nurler 4, point nucder 5, %o point numbher 7, and that
coincidee with point number 8 here. In +hat way we pick up
point nurier ¢, ghowing the relaticnchip of one, €wo, threo and

czcr heire one, two, tharee, alwasye ctho caomo formation, the same

goncral arca, the scmo relaotionchip to cach othev. tn thnat way

i
g Point numbor 8 is tied in. You can tie in pointc nurlber 8

3 pici tp point nuimber 10, point nuskser 11 and peint nunber 12,

4

waich have excctly the same formziion.

|
Loro 1s point nunber 10 coming this way, point nunbar
11 going that way, these tvo riages are in betvieen. It cnecks
perfectly. The same way with point nurnber 12 which ic
¢ just below point number 11, and having tho samo relationship ¢o
point nurioor 10, the cams goneral areac, identically the same

typc o clhiaracteristics, and e:sractly the same re lationchip

to caoclh ocher.

to an cxperienced fingerprinz man is simply that the sono polm
r:ce both of thicse prints. Only one palm cculd have made, it, and
thct palm is the one who i3 alledged to be of Leo HarvQey Ocweald,
his right palm.

@

Bcp. Bogac. I3 it true that overy fingerprint of each

individual on earthis different?

r. Latona. Yes, eir. That is ny sincere bslief. I say thot

hot only on earth but all thosa thot have died bofore and all

thoce to eoma. Thore will nover bo cuplication,

A . el i s e S —  SE——

§ On the basis of thoze point3, tho obvious conclucion
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kr. Lacona. RAbzolutcly, yos, cir, fincerprintc and pali

prints and foolt prints.
Rep. Doggs. Can they be dictorced, dQeciroyed?
lir, Latona.'Thay can bo Gectroved in the gense £hol ~e

‘-_‘

Rep. Boacs., Cuc your Zingecr ofZ, “hat is rich:=9

T, Latona. SUre, you con cut vour finger off, You can
resort Co wvnat ic kncvna ag ~- cthey con be transferred.¥ou can
clice OFf a pattern f£ron one fincer ond ploce it on anocher bus
you will sece tha zeax. They can have wiat iz kanown as cercical

planing.

Repe Poggs. Vact koprens thon?

twawe happeac is thot yvou lose the riggo area

ang you will gimsly hav

Qo

a Scar. Tacre will be no more pattern.
Liow, the pattera ig Zorwmed by vhat are Lncyn as Geriwal papilla
\.‘ .

vhich is beleow the epidermis or outer. layor of skin. 43 long

as you only injure the cutor surfaca the r1&ge formation will

grow back eixcetly the care as it was beZore. If yonu et

don o the dormal papilla, wshich lay 1liko thig ==

- Mr. Eisonbarg. You aro arawing an illuctratica Oir tho boor.

vhich chows chort bBrozd covmiwerd strokes.

x. Letons. You destroy or injure these to the oxtont that

thero is actual bleedGine you will gctc @ pormanont ecar.



v, ulle . Do ¢rininals do that?

Mr. Lotona. Vegs, thecy €o. Vo have ho€ cne caco
prodably the most successZul was kncwa 25 the co-called Rosecece
Prcts cace, This wos 3 fugitive vho in erder to avord identifi-
CoL1Oon e wont toﬁa-—nc"v:':m" doctor vho perforied an opcreation
‘ cénd ho did s0 by wistwe—or first cutting five slitz on cno
ide of his chese. Thon hie renoved ¢he patiern areas, what wo
@ll the pattern arcas Waich would consici of removal of the vholce

Rep. Bocgs. How much world {hat ka2

Iir. Latona. Ec wvould litn crally havo to draw bleod. Ba
would hove to cet down and Just slico that off comxnletely.,
He €id that with five fincerzs. Then he t&scd the five fingers
to the side of his cacst and ho Jiept them there for zhout (AZfe
w:oﬁs. Inze ecro procedure was gong chreouch with che otacr hend,
&nc at the end of that timo tacy woro taken down and beund up
indivicdually. Vhen thiey finally hoalod, all he has now ic
6caz tiscsue for hic pattern arcac; but 21l we did in orcoer to

d

idoentify him waz ¢o Crop Gown to cbo gceond joint, We ma }e the

identificetion fro= tho sccond <joint
How, a2t that porticuler timg ==
RSp. Boggs. After all ¢hat businacs.

Mr. Latona. It didn%:do him any good, ;therally, the casiect

. R — S— o

C
C
CCrc arca cown to the delin crca, sliced thaot: off

- h;. .
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S soon as they £CC any-

thing like thot overybedy t¢hat Jmows anything about our files knows

Roccoa Pitte,

' 4

Ren, DBoags, Dovclop, i1Z you will, plcacze, thot poing

that no ¢wo human_ beings gver have sinilar pinta. thy is €nats

in your opinicx?

tzz, Latona. 1ell, earlicr we wont through a case in wyhich

"0 have in the FBI, in which wo liccrally heve compared mill‘sns,

millions of ginglo prints with a frocmentary lateatc

&
£l

Waich we cdovelopzd on a denand nota in & kidnarsine 5 7

our majcr kidncprning cascs vhich occurred back in 1537, a2ad wo

have compzred ¢hic froacmontary print.

Mo, ordina;ilynfingcrprinﬁg/ there arc four kasic patiern
tvrees. VYou haove an arch, “entced erch, a loop and a wacrl,
Licys in making a ccxparicon naturally if you can tell the

type of pattera you are going to rescrice your comncricoa ¢o
. .

tno particuler ¢yre,

In this instance we cannct tell whot tync ©6Z pattorn thic

fregmoat that wo develered is. Vo Imow ¢hat it is frem a fiacoz.

£nd in attenptinyg to identcizy ¢he oubsicct OZ thigc kidnanvnin caca,
)8 | 2

73 hove compored it liternlly with millions oZ cards.

Now, oxisting in this fragientary print thoze are only &kout

Gevan to eight points that can bo found, it is 8o frooaoentary.

Vle cannot dotoraire ¢ho pittern, Accordincly then when you ccn-
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Parag it, you have to compare it with a porson'e ten fingcres

rogordless as to the pattorn types. Ecaring in mind thot the

avezagae fingoxprint has from 385 to 125 points identifyving charac-
torictics, we have literally.made millions of cenparisone with

only a portion of a finger, snd wo have failed to idéntify these

38 points in all types of patterns.

Isn®t it euZficient to say then that reople simply

will not have the sare fingerprints? Yot you have authorifies,

cc~-called cuthoritios, vho cay that it is poscible to Zind all

ten prints cduplicated in one chonce out: 07 ore folloved by 60
zeroz, if you cen figure out Wizt thot Liqure 1is.

Ikap. Boggs. VWho are these avthorifiics?

¢kl

.L:tona. Tooy ave really in my opinion mathermacicicns

vno o the basis of tho co-called charecteristic rointcs have said
£ivo points times 125 tirmos 125 tinas 125 to about the tenth
poler and wind up somathing liko one followcd‘ﬁy 60 zeros.
Thcyéra mathematicians but they are not fincerprint poonl
2o Dullcs. Vhat 16 your cor@ system 1like? I£ ¢hic is

tod confidential I doa’t want to got anyching in the recorg

here that is oo sacret.
V70 can €ale it ofZ ¢€he reccord.
Ffir. Latona. Mothng 4is sccret about ocur filee.

lir., Balles. How many charactorictics do you £ilc on a cord

€o that when you £ind these charaocteristcics you can o to . tho

right cabinet and the right filing drawer ard then pull out the

e repmeegdle v e omeegwees
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rzgnt card in time?

Iz, Latona. Litcrally they cen breakdoon into hundreds of

thousands of croups.

l''z. Latcna. Ve have ¢ho Lincolne:

nillion poonle.
Rep. Doggs, That includes a

Arty, llavy =~

le, Latond. 15 million crininals and chbour 62.5

prints that w2 have rotlinsd wio hove been fincerprintcd in

private citizon who would 1like o have his prints e rocox@é

for cinmnly idontification purpocsos.

10y &roe in tho cateceory of 62.5 million. Criminal print

15 nrilion.
(Diccuccien ©££ therecord.)

I'ep. FTord. ¥ have to loove, M. Dulles, will vou ¢alko ovar

€S Chaiviean £cz the zest of ¢hoe ting that you can be hera?
Iz, Dullcc, I will Qo so.

Rep. Boggs. Moy I askh o cuescion wnich is not pcérticulariy

Ly Rl— .l
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pereinent

various things like ¢kose bo:es and other paraphenclia that the
Commizscion may now have in itso poscsessicn have keen identified
4 choce of 0Os3wala? ;

ar. Lotona. Six all tolg,

Rep. Boggs. Six altogether?

<. Latona. Six,

Rep. Boges,. Tnat includes these?

2, Latona. Ynat ic right.

Rep. BogGs. How many, three?

Ilr, Liscaberg. Threce so far. Yo snould mo3ify thiz. Wa
€ro only introducing ¢his mosning ovidonce associated with the

crimo, directly with the crimo.

Diviéion‘. I belioveyou did idontify --

L
LY

lr. Latona. Personal @Zfocts, wallet, pictures, panirs and
thingsofZ thatkind vaich in tﬁomsolvcsbear Osvaldis priats, whicna
they chould bacauzo thoy beloag to hin.

Rep. Boggs. May I ask another question in this conncction,
L woapon of this tvrza, in your examinztion do you find a lot of
otacr prints on it as well? You do not?

Ir, Latona. No. TYirst of all the weapeon iteolf is g

cheap one a3 you can sca. It is-gg—one that --
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Rep. Eoocs. Iowaat?
Iiv. Latona. &2 chacap ol veaproi. ..o wood is to ﬁhd.noint
Elcro i’- w "' lo = V- b o . o oy - ' 3 .
7 v won'c takc o ¢ocd print to beoin with herdly, Tho
P ..-n s -
metal icn ¢ of the best, and not rcedily cuceepiible ¢o a latent
printce.

Repe. Eoggcoe Vas thic woapen pichcd up firct by the police?

Rep. Beoas, Did anyone touca it as far 'as you knecis?
lir. Biseinborg. ilo, no. It wasz picicd up by a polico
ofziger attached o thne Lolics polico force first.
2Te -Dullec, It cclc to you divcctly then from the

Lzllas police and no: tarough the Soerat Eervice?

Q-.

o Latona. I'o, tho PSI turnad it over co me, tho Dballoz
£Zaco of the PRI fleow itup here

~eD. Pogge. tiat I am Lrying to Goteriaine ic the average

o G

Lo ztens y 71 LN '
cCPS €O socure whatover prince might be on that zrd also

Rep. Bogcgs. I mean this is part of his treining, isa'e it

Ir. Latona. Yes, giz, ecpecially if he is ~- yes, T would

@)
g
"
t2

° ThZt 215 'clnost oleomentary tocay. Thero are so many
otod » ) ; . '
noolc today goihg €thot an officer that écosa't oLvVe Somd
h.:uit " *"11%:" J ) 0
it to latent fingerprinis, ho hasa't boan to echool.

Of cource not. Tut do you havo thot problem

ey g el LT T T, N . . .
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=1CC OLrxicor vacn he would pick up a vecapon of that kind would



ey,

4L750.y

lir. Latona. 1oll, a lot of tires thet all Geponds. Scnge
times ¢hey don't realiro c¢he gignificaince of a latent ozaomination,
aad it is uncvoidoble thot an object has been contominaraed

-

Sorztines possibly in an instanco CZ this kind

criro itzelf, vhsich wae involved, I darc cay tihere muzst hove baoen

@ lot of ponic there ai %¢hat cine. That iz jucstk Dure conjecture
©a my part. I don’t kacw vihcither tacy were thinking in decails

@3 to the eucmination. I Gon't thin'k they get dowm and jusd

Iz, Latona. 1 J.mat_:\ine everynody juct poured into that

f

rocm wacra they found the ‘thing, comabody would cev was thig
tho gun and he handed it to'soieone clse and then he would
look at it. Lozg Knows waat went on Qcwn there.

) "By the time the gun got there =-- on the other hand, if the
right officecr was thero he would heve preciccted ic from the be-
ginninog and that ig unquestiona};ly wvizat haproned here.

I, Dullcs, I have to make a telepnon2 czll. T will beo rigae
back.,
Mr., Eisanterg. I kolieve that the print showing in the

11£% was takon £rom an ares wiaich hed keen covered by the uopen
—=__

Ctock so that it was protecczed even QGARAINsSt -

Mr. Latonz. Promiscuons handling, yes. If that ware on tho

. - ] . * w L]
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A
covered by tha vood then very oLvicucly

those pooploe there never Qid touch ¢hot.

2. Eiceabcrg. At any rate we aro coing to £ind out e

[

-}

LONES unonimous in ¢hisz opinion?

i, Latona. Ilo, they arc not. Thore a-e EONC Cinoxis uh

’
L

concena that thiey can Cetermine from the wvay the
print cdevclons, and chey will vce ¢ho tcrm “£rech”.,

I'ow7,on ¢tho o=hor rené, co far ac t¢he ¢arfinitiorn of £rQan,

cthon 1t recolves itsclf into an hour, & cay, @ week, a wonch.

Want is Zzesch as aside from oa old cac? Hnd ny opiniexa cinnl

it this. That ox the busis of %ho vriat itcelf, on ¢he ba
the print itself I connot detorminag how 0ld it ig.

br. Eicorbezrg. At least Spcecifically on this ¢ypa, or in

rarticular focuccing on this tvpe of waapon?
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ir. Latona. Particularly on that weapon. )
1r. Lisonborg. That is 138°? .

I*, Lacona. That is right.

Iwr. Lisenberg. 1Z thgre are no furthor quesiions on
Lxnibit 139 Commiscioner Boggs, I will nmove oa ¢o another c:hibit.
lir. Latoaa, I hand you now @ cmnall cardsoard carztoa wnich

has written on it "Bc;:c A" in red poncil and has varicus other
marks which I wvon't go into, and I asl: you wiacther you are feniliar
wvitn this bo:, thic carton®

i, Lotona. Yes, I an.

Ir, Zrscenkerg. .&And 8id veou c:aniae this cartcon, M. Latona,
to deternine waother there were any idencifiable latente finger-
printe presentc?

lax. Lotona. I 4did not perconally process t¢his kox, but I
\’ds preoent at tho time that the bo:z was and I had ocecasion
to exanine Cthat during the cource of itg keing processced while
it wvos being éone. |

lic. Discnberg. It wos procascad in your presence?

tir. Latona. In my prcsonce &nd under my dircection.

[lx. Liccnberg. Mr. Cnairian, I would 1like this adnitted
&3 a Cormicsion exhibit with vour perniscsion.

Rep. Botes. It will bo admittod.

Ir. Liscneldrg. That will be 641.

(Tho box referred to was marked COZ‘JE.‘;iSSiOR'B Exhibit Do.

641 for identificaeioa and reeeiveld in evidence,)

S .. . Ay GEEn Sl i, el SRRy
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Eisonterg. lz. Latona, when you xeceived ¢hic boir viaicd -

ic now 641, did it bear any evidenco “haot it hod beoon dusced oz

otherwice tested for fingorprintc?

LZtona. lio, it hod not, juct a plain cardoveoyra bo:.

v

Ciccnberg. S0 far as ycu could tell then it had not

-y

Latona. Weat 15 right, it had nct boon preoccesscad.
Liceniezg.bow vas it procesceod in the FOI 1ch ratory?

rirzfig‘by the 1cdine fume and subzscguently

by chicmical moans.

[+t

Eiscrkezq, Eid che iodine fuwe develop any idencifiable

-

“w

Locona, It &id not.

()

Eiscnkerg. Did the chemical weans?

Lacona. Tae grlver nitrote did develop a latent finger-

Eiéonbcrg. Jist once?
Latonga.
LigCnborg. Juct one identificble print?
Latona. Ono identifichlo print, vas,

Lrcentorg. Do you went to check your notes aca thog,

I'>. Lacona?

Latona. There wag anothor print identified on thot.

Tacre woro two firgorprints, cne palm print. There was Gdevelopad

“nibit 10,641, ono poln print and one fingorpring.

D L a a
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I=. Cisenbera. Vicre those the oaly identifiable prinic

Yr. Lotona? | .

tr. Lacona. No, there wore other fingerprints Qoveloped

on this bo:t.

[Ir, Liscnberg., Do you rocall how many there were?

lir, Latona. On Dox A in addition o these two printc
thare warae devoloped eight fingerprints and three palm prints.

liv. Liseonberc. Tanat is a total of 13.

Ilr. Latona. HNinc fingorprints and four mlm prints.

lir. Dicenbszg. 13 identificbhle printcs?

sir., Latona. That is right.

Iir. Dulles. Could I just get ccucht up. tVhat is this
box we have herae?

%

I'’r. Cisonberg. Thic igs o bo:ir which was foungd {zoar the window
in the TSED from viiich the assossin apparently f£irod,
tnat 1s the casternnost window in the south face of the
SZD, Yescerday cartfidg:: cases and the day befora carteridce
cazeo we disccucced were also found noar that window. Thigc boz
15 lckeled on there, I belicve =-

. Latona. LY.

Mr. Elsonsorg. Yaop, and I think it also says top box.
Yes, it says “Top Dox‘.

Iz, Dulles, Thic is tho Rolling Roader?

lir. Elcenborg. That is right.

Yr. Pullegs. The Rolling Recdcr has played cuite a role in

. R T P |



our tcstimony.
Mr. Eisonberg. Yes.
How, this particular box is labeled top kox, and I belicve

this particular bo:: was on tho top 0f the three boxcs €wo of vhie

ware Rolling Reoader boies which were found near che windew ar
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lir. Dulles. As I reccall previous tescamony indicates that
the Rolling Reader box nad bcon moved from ies nornal place.,

Mr. Eisenborg.  Apnarently so.

Ixr. Dulloc. With the othcr Rolling Raader boies and put in
@ position noar the window from vhich it was allecged the zchot
was fired.

Nr. Eiscnbera, A_z;paqbzcntly 30, and aparec from thoe ¢vo koues,
the two Rolling Reader bo%:es waich were found ncar the regulsr
ptorage aroa for t<ho Rolliing Roader ko3 were a distance avay
fron the sirth floor windcuy.

MNr. Dulles. ¥cs, I recall that €ectimony.

llr, Eicecnborg. S0 you found 13 idontifiable prints, -,
Latona. Were you able to idontify any of these prints as
bolonging ¢o a gmecific individual?

Ir. Lotona. Wo weras ablo to identify ono fingorprint aad
ono palm print,

lMr. Eisenberg. And vwhoso printe toro thoy?

Mr, Laéona. The fingerprint wvas identified as Earvoy ILac

Osvrald.

Lo s C e e
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b
tr. Cisenboxg. That ic Loe llarvey Oswald. .
l'r, Latona. That ic right, .

Iir, Zisonbeorg. And the palm?

{&r. Latona. The polm. print was idcntified also as Harvey
Lee Oswald.

Mr. Eicenborg. Again Lee Harvey Ocwald.

l’x. Latona. That isc right.

Ic. Licenberg. How, &gain you uscd, Adid vou, the knoun
print valch wac faarko& into avidence corlicr?

Ir. Laton;x. Yes.

lir. Lisenkerg. and you uced those in all ycour identificatio
I believe?

. Latona. Tnat is right.

lir, Lisonkerg. lr. Latona, can you tell us what portion of
the palm of loe Rarvey O3wald is reproduced on this bo:x, thig
carton 641 as a latent print?
" Mr. Latona. I hcve here a phrotograph of the palm print which
nas an area indicated by a rouch red circle chowing the-

epproximato area which is the uln AoTea of tha left palm,

lr., Bisonborg. That is ¢he eroa closest to the litji:le finger

Yr. Latona. On that side, yas, sir.

ir. Lisonborg. Thisis a trua photograph which was prepared
by you or undor your gsupcrvision?

lix. Latona.' A Crue reproduction of the original which you

alrcady hava. .



Chairman?
Mr. Dullee. May I ask a quection. apparently the red mork

on this exhibit on the palm is in a Gifforent place, izcntt it, a

slightly differont place?

Iz, Bisonberg. Thnis is the left

L

-—lefi:[-rp allms .
"
lir, Dulleas, Cood, thot straichiens me out.
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Mr. Eisen®borg. 2ctually they vere both on ¢he uln /
tho palm.

Ilr. Latona. That is correcec.

&)

lir. Eicendbarg. Thnat is t{hoy vere both talken on vhak 15

comnorly called the heel of the pal.
br. Dulles. This is a different hand. This is ¢he lcft hand
and waat we have had so faor is tho righat hand on the palm printcs.
!>, Zisenberg. Yoo, cir.
be. Latona. Previously we had ¢wo palm prints on the richt

hand. Tais third one iz Zfrom t¢ho leic.

Mxr. Eicanberg. May this phecograph be admitted ac 642, lr.
Chairman.
Yix, pullecs. Thic w7ill bo admittod,

(The photograph roferrod to vas marked Coxmission'sc E:xhibitc

No., 642 for identification and reccoived in eviu"ence.j

Mr. Eisanberg. ¥r. Letona, do you have another photograph in



your hand therg?

lir. Latona. Eere I have another photograph a gliant ene-.

largement time and a hal? which is8 a latent palm print feund on
the cardboard box marked "A" which is the Commiscsion’o E:hibit 641.

Thigs i6 indicatod by a rod arrow.

Mc. Eigsonborg. Leot's hold that just a sccond and get the

photocraph admittod.

Rcp. Boggs. Wherae did theee boxes come from?

l'r. Eicenbarg. Thege bosics tvicre located in front of thg

t7indow from which the aszsassin apparcently fired. Tacre were
three boxces stackod irmcdiatoly in frozt of the window of waich
this Exhibit No. 641 was the topmost box, and these wore

apperently uced as a rect by the assassin for positioning his

riflo.

A3 you can sca, there are scveral other boxes in the room

waich will be introducod shortly.

Mr. Dulles.

&
con*t recall v:htther you wcre hero at the time, about some bo:es

a—

I may say say that there was tescimony, I

callced Rolling Reader, Halo.

Do you rccall the testimony on the Rolling Readez?
'i'ﬁﬁsp. Bogos. Mo,
Mr, Dulles., These bo:es waore moved from a placel on the 6¢h
floor room whcre a groat mony Rolling Reader boxos wore placed,
and they wereput noear the window, and a 'Rolling Reader apparently,

these are cubes, and they are Zor cinall childzen and they roll

w —r - . - ) - - P ro- e - © b gyl L] .
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them out on tho floor angd they lecarn how 20 read %he lettiers 'of"

the alphabet and cthor ¢hings from thesze Rolling Rcaders.
- e

Thecse boies, becauze of thoir nacure, ~- Go you kact; whai:
the blocks are made o0f£?

lir. Cicceabore., 170, 'I don't.

Mc. Dullos. They weren®t solid wood hus they wero light cube:
ana thorelfore praocsumably theze boies were moved because they
were & good decal lighter and casior ©o handle ¢hen other bo:os.

Ia that consistenit with che testimony as yvou recall ie?

lr, Eisonborg, Ycg.

Ilepe Eoggs. VWero they full ¢lien you aot 'I:hc_;m"

Mr., Rizonbcrg. You will have to aclk lr. Latona.

Ixr. Latona. They were onpty. They hzd keen opcncd and the
booke removed or tho contents, whatevor it was.

Iix. Dulles. Tho contents wera anpesz cently theze cubes as
we were told, and smail childrea used them ond roll then on the
£loor and thon they got the A5 and the B3 and the Cs.

Rcp. BoggS. In tho opaening procecz thic would not have

eny ofzect on the fingerprints oy the palm princs?

Ix. Letond. It could. I mezn in the censo that cornckody

1
elses prints, the poople opening thom if they dicdn't tako tho

tino aad effort to protect thomselves, they could have Jefx

thelr prints thore. I Gon't kncw how ¢hat wes dona.

llr, Dullcs. Do you rocall ysnethor tho testimony shows vihother
., |

tho boxes woro presunably £illed when thoy weze originally movad
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