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CBJECT LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA;
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY,
11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS
On April 2, 1954, I gave testimony before the President's
erprint and latent palm print identifica- )

Commission regarding latent fing

tions effected in the captioned case.
s Commission furnished the Bureau a tran-

The President
script of this testimony. Tae testimony has been reviewed and transcrip-
.‘

tion errors have been corrected.
On July 2, 19€4, I personally contacted Mr. Howard Willens,
who is on the General Counsel's staff, and page by page pointed out the | :
Mr. Willens adviscd that the corrections would be made and '
who conducted

corrections.
f Staff Member Melvin Eisenberg,

brought to the aliention 0O

the interrogation at the hearing.
es there is attached a XeroX COPy

. For information purpos
of the transcript of the testimony showing the corrections.
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- national defense of the United States

(' meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title 1

_ ' mections 793 and 794, The transmiss:

:velation of its contents in any,manne
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ASSASSINATION OF PRES1OENT KENNEDY

r

Washington, D.C.

Thursday, April 2, 1064

Ihe President's Commlssion met, pursuant to recess, at 9:00
a.m. in The Hearing Room, Fourth Floor 200 Maryland Avenue,
Northeast, VWashington, IZ;.C., Chief Justice Earl VWarren, presiding
PRESENT: |
Cnief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman
Representative Hale Rogpgs, Member
Representative Gerald R. Ford, Member

Mr. alien Dulles, Member

Meavin Eisenborg, Staff

joraen Redlich, Speqial Asslstant to General Counsel
Samuel Stern, Staff

“harles Murray, Obcerver

ClL..»letf wryne, Observer
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The Chairman, The Commission will be in order. .

Mr. Latona, the purposec of today's hearing 1s to take your tec
timony and that of Arthur landella. Mr, Mandella is a finger-
prinf expert from the New York City Policeﬁ Department. We are
asking both of yoﬁ to give technical information for the Commis-
sion.

Wi1ll you railse your right hand and be svorn?

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to

give wlll be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,

£0 help you God?

IIr, latona. I do,

The Chairman. You may be seated, Mr. Eilsenberg will con-

“

duct the exsmination.

TESTIMONY OF SEBASTIAN F. -IATONA

Ir. Eisenberg. Mr. latona, could you state your full name
and give us your position?

Mr, lIatona, My full name 1s Sebastian Francis latona. I
am the supervisor of the latent Fingerprint Section of the
ldentification Division of the Fcdeval Burcau of Investigation.

Mr Eisenberg. What 4s your education, Mr. Iatona?

Hr. latona. I attended Columbus Tiniversity School of law,
where I received degrees of LIB, LiM, MPL.

- - Mr, Eisenberg. And could you dbriefly outline your qualifica-

tions as & fingerprint expert?

A, - il .~ reiia— i aval] By, A SR
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Mr. Iatona. Vell, I have been with the Federal Burcau of -V .

Investigation for a 1ittle more than 32 years. I started in the
Identification Division as a student fingerprint classifier, and

since that time I have worked myself up into where I am now
supervisor of the Latent Fingerprint Section.

Mr. Eicenberg. Could you approximate the number of finger-

print examinations you have made?

Mr. Latona, Frankly, no. Tnere have beecn so many in that
time that I would not be able to give even a good guess.
lMr, Elsenberg. ‘Would the figure run in the thousands or

hundrecds ?

Mr. latona. So far as comparisons are concerned, in the mil-

lions.

Mr. Eisenberg. Have you tegtified in court?

Mr. Iatona. I have testifled in Federal courts, State courts,

commissloners! hecarings, milltary courts, and at deportation pro-

cecdinge.
Mr, Elsenberg. Mr. Chief Justice, I ask that this vitness be -

admitted as an expert.
The Chairman. The witness 343 qualified.

Mr., Eisenberg. Mr. Latona, could you briefly outline for us

the theory of fingerprint identification?

Mr. ILatona. The principle of fingerprint identification is

based on the factprimarilytnigsthe ridge formations that appear
S0 ' '

on the hands and on the soyls of the feet'actually'are created

a =ty era - R e . - . - . R,

-, SR D
L
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*appro?¢mate1y tuo to three months before birth, on the unborn:‘ ]
chil@,!and they remain constant in the same position in which they
arc formed until the person 1s dead and the body is consumed by
decomposition.

Secondly, the fact that no two people, or no tuwo fingers of

the same person, mi;:he same arrangement of these ridge forma-

Coles
tions, elther on the fingers, the palms or the sgni%and toes of

the feet. Plus the fact that during the lifetime of a peson

this ridge formation does not change, it remains constant -- from
the time 1¥ 1s formed until actual destruction, either caused by

voluntary, involuntary means, or upon the death of the body and

decomposltion.

Mr. Eisenberg. Mr. Latona, do you have any personal exper-
ience indicating the uniqueness of fingerprints?

Mr. La’co& Yes, I do. My experlence 4is based primarily upon
tac vorit which I have actually done in connection with my work with
the FBI. I have had the experiepce of' workinpg on one case in
particular in which millions of comparisons were actually and
literally made with a small portion of a fingerprint_which vias left

C5 a plece of evidence in connection with this particular case,

which vas a kKidnapping case.
Thils fragnentary latent print which we developed consisted
of approximately seven to eight points. Most ?ﬁerprints will

have in them an average roughly of from EIght1 o about one hundred

and twenty-five.
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Novy—thls fragmentary latent print was compared with litesally

millions of single impressions for the purpos; of trying to efféct

an identiflication. And we wvere unable,.?ver a iengthy perioa

while we were making these millions of comparisons, not pestnT able

to ldentify these few fragméhtary points. '
-NewT'zg; important thing 1s simply thiq@; that on the basis

of that fragmentary print, it wasmnot poscible to determine even

the type of pattern that the impression was. Accordingly, we had

to compare 1t with all types of fingerprint patterns of which there

are really four basic typeé -~ the arch, tented arch, loop and

whorl. And we are still maling comparisons in that case, and we

have not been able to identify these few points.

Nov, that means simply thls -~ that the theory that we are
going on an assumption, that people do not have the same finger-
prints -- and we find 1t not necessary to compare, say for example,
a loop pattern with a vwhorl pattern, and as éhere i8 a possibility
that 1¢ 1is contquglhy some of these so-called authorities that
maybe the points-fhat you find 1n a loop may be found in the same -
arrangement in a whorl, 18 not true. I think that that case, a
practical case we have actually worked on, disproves that theory

80 strongly in my mind that I am convinced that no two people can |

posslibly have the same fingerprints.
IMr. Eisenberg. That 4ig, you had a print wilth seven points,
end these same seven points appeared in none of the millions --

lir. Ilatona. Of the millions that we actually compared over a

- e s _ﬂ”‘n-‘_l*_*
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~¢rlod ~- well, since 1937. You may recall the case. It was ihe
aNE of
s tuon Kidnzpping case ovt 4n Tacoma, Washington. Taat 16 neaa.uﬁ "

reL ‘dnypp? er YET
to onJ.yﬁmj orh‘&me;’ I:e’ FoI hau ’.‘&4 so0lve P,

-
SRR

Fr. Lisenberg. als pczim prints a5 unique as fingerprints?

Mr., Latona. Yes, palwm prints are. They &re not as useful

(D

for purposes of setting up & file in order fo conduetb searches
for %he simple reason tha% thera are not a2s many variatvlons of

ns ocecurring ¥ith any frequency im the paolms as occur On The

=
’
ct
¢k
0
~{

t£405 of the fingewrs. 'I'mth ie paimarily why fhe finger ¢ips are
9568 -- DEcavse you have ten digits, ané there is a possibility of
Crrdine variations of the four basic pattern types which can be
adGitloraliy subdivided by utilizing cortain foucal points whlen
occur 4n those particuvlar patterns, which enzdble ug ©o accually
subdivide ovr files into willions of groups. Accorcingly, whn2n you
wmalkke & searen in tze finzerprinte file, 1t can ’be recucea actuvally

o0 & matter of wmimites, whereas to afrempe o goat u‘aﬁ palm print

-Uf , \J{/VW?MF’MJ

- $2)e to the excent of the nize/we have 1n'the_ FBI would bc &

practical impossitility, much less a waste of time.

The Chairmon. Approximately how many Tingerprints Go you
have these days.’

Py, I2atona. At the present time, we have the fingerprints

AL { |
4 s qmulion peoole, and they are subdivided 4n fhis

of
fazhlon. We have %two rain files., ¥e have the ciiminal £4les end
we have whet are referryed to as civil filles.

As the names imply, in the criminal flles are the fingerprints

| SR A0 SN, A I A e s e

v “ -
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of criminals, people who have had a prior criminal record d?*who.

fingerprints have been received in connection vwith an 1nv§stigat:

or interrogatlion for the commission of a erime. In that file vie
have approxiwmately 15 milJion sets of fingerprint cards, repre-
sentling approximately 15 ﬁillion pcople,

In our civil files, in which are filed the fingerprints of
the vario?s typ?s of applicants, service personnel and the 1ike,

weé have j;ﬂr ¢.imate$

Mr. Elsenberg. Returning to palm prints, then, as I under-

62"1/2 !nillﬂ.on.iIl i - &'s PV V.

—d " il

stand your testimony, they are not as good as fingerprints for

purpoces of classification, but they are equally as good for pur-

poses of ldentification.

Mr. latona  For purposes of ldentification, I feel that the
identifications effected are just as absolute as are those of

fingerprints.

Mr. Elsenberg. Are experts unanimous in this Opinion,1mr.'

latona ?

Mr, ILatona, As far as I know, yes.

Mr. Eisenberg; Now, Mr. Latona, I hand to you an object whi
I will describe for the record as being apparently a brown, home-
rade type of paper bag, and which I will also describe for the
record &8s having been found on the sixth floor of the Texas Schoo:
Book Depository building near the windowu, the eastern-most windoy -

on the soufh face of that floor.

I’ésk:yoﬁuhether you are famlliar with this paper bag?

e # bt I —— +amll= - g L - - )
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Mr. iatona. Yes, I am. This 418 a piece of brown wrapping
paper that we have refe-red to as a brovwn paper bag, which was
referred to me for purposes of processing for latent prints.

Mr. Eisenberg. And youéxamined that for latent prints?

Mr. Latona. ‘Ye;, I 4id.

Mr. sisenverg. Mr. Chairmgn, may I have thisz admitted into
cevidence as Conmissioa Exhibit 6267

Tae Chairwan, It may be admitted,

(The item referred to was marked Cormission Exhible 626 for

scentification and received in evidence,)

1ir. Eisenberg. Mr. latona, do your notes show when you re-

ceived this paper bag?

Mr. Latona. I received this paper hag on the morning of
November 23, 1953.

Mr. Elsenberg. And when 4id you conduct your exapination?

Mr. Latona. I conducted my examination on that same day.

Mr. Risenberg. When you had received it, could you tell
whether any previous examination had been cenducted on 4t¢?

Mr. Latona., Vhen I reéelved this exhibii, 626, the broun

wrapper, it had been treated with black dusting powder, black

fingerprint povder. There was nothing visible In the uway of any
latent prints on there at that particular tiwe.

Mr. Ejsenberg. Vere you informed whethefqanyfingerprints
had been developed by means of the fingerprint poucer?

Mr. Iatona. No. I determlined that by eimply examining the
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wrapper at that particular time.

&

lr. Eicenberg. Cculd you briefly describe the pouder pro-

CCE87?

Mr. Latona. The powdering process ic merely the utilizing
of a fingerprint pouder which i1s applied to any parcicular surface

for purposes of developing any latent prints which may be on such

a surface.

Now, we use pouwder in the FBI only on objects which have a
hard, smooth, non-absorbent finisch, such as glass, tile, various
. types of highly-polishcd metals and the like,

In the FBI we do not ude pouder on paper, cardboard, un-
finished wood, or various types of cloth. The reason 13 that the
materials are absorbent. Accordingly, when.any finger which has-
on 1t perspiration or swueat comes in contact with an absorbent
material, the print starts to bocome absofbed into the suriace.
Accordingly, when an effort is made to develop 1aten€ prin¢s by
the use of a powder, if, the surface 1is dry; the pouwder will not
adhere,

On the other hand, where the surface is a2 hard and smobﬁh
objeet, with a non-absorbent material, the perspiration or sweat
which may have some o0ll in 1t_f§t that time may remalin there as
A moisture. Accordingly, whon the ary pbwder is brushedjacrogs
it, the molsture in the print will retein the powder glving an

outlirnc of the inpression 1itsclf.

These powders come in various ¢olors. We utilize a black and

- .



L |
W e e = i I
4
L R

+ l-r_.- - il

() 1676

*
.k =
¢

. P TRy .

) " . T - ey

- SR ST o
: i
Lo fr

& gray.. The black powder is used on objects which are white or

1light to give a resulting contrast of a black print on a uvwhite
background. We use the gray powder on objects which are black or
dark in order to give you a resulting contrast of a whltbprlnt |

#

on a dark or black background.

Ir, Eisenberg. 'wa, Mr. Iatona, how did you proceed to con-
duct your examination for fingerprints on this object?

Mr., Iatona. Well, an effort was made to remove as much of
the powder as possible. And then this was subjJected to what is
movn as the 1lodine fuming method, which simply means floqing
lodine fumes, which are developed by what is known as an 4odine
fuming gun -- 1t is a very simple affair, in which there are a
couple.of tubes attached to each other, having in one of them
lodine crystals. And by simply blouing thrpugh one end, you get
iodine fumes. ‘ |

The idodine fumes are brought in as close contact toe the

surface as possible. And if there are any prints which contain
certain fatty material or protelnj material, the 1odine funes
5ilmply discolor it to a sort of brounish color. And of course such
prints as are developed are photographed for record purposes.

That was done in thls case here, but no latent prints were
developed.

Tne next step then uwas to try an additional wethod, by chem-
icals, This w subsequently process/by a three per cent solution

of sllver nitrate., The processing with silver nitrate resulted in
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developing tvio latent prints. One 1s what we call a latent PAlm

print, and the other 1s what we call a latent fingerprint., .
Ir. Eisenberg. Can you briefly explain the action of the
cllver nitrate?

Mr. Iatona. 81lver nifrate solution in itself 1s colorless,

and 1t reacte with the sodium chloride, which is ordinary salt
vhich 1s found in the pergpiration or sweat which is eﬁx%ded by

the svucat pores.

This material covers the fingers. Vhen it touches a surface

such as an absorbent material, 1ilke Fapor, 1t leaves an outline
Oon

3R the paper.
o

When this salt material, which 4s left by the fingers on the
paper, 1s imuersed in the silver nitrate gsolution, there 4s a
coczbining, an imnediate combining of -- the elements themselves
will break douwn, and they recombine into gllver chloride and
sodium nitrate. tle know that silver is sensltive to l1ight. So
that material, after it has been treated With the silver nitrate
solution, 4s placed under a strong light. Ve utllize a carbon
arc lamp, which has consideravle ultraviolet light in i1t. And 1t
will lmnediately start to discolor the specimen, yharecver there
is any salt material, it will discolor itmﬁch more so0 than the
r3s5C of the object and shou exactly vhere the latent prints have
been developed., J&nd 11: is simply a reaction of the silver ni-
trate vilth the sodium chloride.

That 1s all it is.



Ir. Eisenberg. Do you frequently £ind that the silver

nitrate develops a print 4n a paper obJect which the 1odine fumir
cannot develop? |

Ilr. Latona. Yes, I ﬁould gay that 1s true, oonslderably so.
Vie have more success with silver nitrate than we do with the 1odl
fumes.

! | The reason we use both isc because of ¢the fact that this na-
. teréal which i1s exuded by the fingers may fall into one of tuo

main types -- protein material and salt material. Tae 1odine
fumes will develop protein material. olilver nitrate uill develop
the salt material,

The recason we use both 16 because we do not know what was in
the subjectis fingers or hands or feet. Accordingly, to 1insure

conplete coverage, we use both methods, And we use them 1n that

il

tcquence, The fodine first, then the silverfnitrate. Ine lodine
1e uscd first because the iodine simnly'cauﬂes a temnporary physica
change. It will discolor, and then %he fumes,upon being left in
the open air, will dlsappear, and then the colbr wi?l dissolve.

l , Sllver nitrate, on the other hand, causes a chemiecal change and it
will permanontly affect the change. 8o if we were to use the
gllver nitrate process first, then we could'nqt*use the 1odine
fuves. On occasgion we have developed fingerprints ang palmprintsl

. | AJ
‘ - it 108ine fumes whiceh géled to develop with the silver nitrata

-
and vice versa.

Mr. Elsenberg. How, Mr. Latona., looking at that vag I sce



a manilla paper.brown.
Could you explain why there are these tio colors on the bag?

Mr. Latona. Yecso,. The dark portions of the paperbag are
vhere the silver nitrate ﬂas taken effeect. And the light¢ portion
of the bag are where we di1d not process the bag at that time,
bccause additional examinations were to be made, and we d1d not
wish the object to lose 4ts identity as to what 1£ mayrh{ye keen
used for. Certain chemical tests were to be made afier wve
finished with 1t. And we felt that the small section that was
left in 1tself would not interfere with the gencral over-a11
cxamination of the bag itself, |

Mr. Elsenberg. fThat 1s,the emall section of 1ight broun
corresponds to the color which the bag had when you received 1C?

Mr. Iatora. That 48 the natural color of the wrapper at the
time we received 1it.

Mr, Eiscnberg. And the remaining color is caused by the
gllver nitrate process?

Mr. Iatona. That is correcet.

Mr. Blsenberg., Does paper normally take this dar'l(broun

a\
color when treated by silver nitrate?

Ir, Latona. Yes, 1t does. It will get darker, too, as time

£o0e8 on and 1t 1s affected by lisht.

Mr. Eiscenberg. Mr. Latona, does the gilver nictrate process

permanenvly f£ix the print into the paper?
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Permanent in the gense that the print by itaclfr
will not disappecar,

Mr. Latona,

Now, 1t can be removed, or the stains could

be removed chemlcally by the pPlacing of the object 4nto a tio

pcer cent solution of mercuric: nitrate, which

A"

ptains and 4n addition vill remove

wWill remove the

the prints. But the prints by
themselves, if nothing is donc to 1it, wilil

Tne Chalrman., May I ask a question here?

S50 I understand from that that this particular document that

you are looking at, or this bag,

time goes on?

Willl continue to get darker as

I'h1: I.a-tona- YGE, 1t will-
Tne Chairman, Prom this date?

Fr. Latona., fThat's right.

IMr. Elsenberg, Returning to the prints Themselves , you

stated I belleve that you found a palmprint and a fingerprint on

this paper bar?
Mr. Latona. That 4s correct.

r. Dlsenborg. Did you find any other prints?

MNr. Latona. No, no othor prints what we torm of value in the

gcnce that I felt fh.at they could be identified or thét a con-
clusion could be reached that they were not fdentical with

fingerprints or palmprints of some other person.

Fr, Eisenberg. Did you atteupt to identify the palpprint and

———
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fingerprint? V.

lMr. Iatona., The ones that I developed, yes.

Mr. Elsenberg. Vere you able to iaentify these prints‘;

Mr., Iatona, I ~-~ the ones I developed, I did 1deht1fﬁ.

Mr, Elsenberg. Vhose ;:;;rints did you find them to be?

I, Latona..: Tney wiere identified as a fingerprint and g
palmprint of Lee Harvey Oswald.

Mr., Elcenberg. MNow, Mr. Latona, what knoun cample of I1rce
Harvey Osvald's printe, finger and'pa.ipm, did you use 1in making this
idencification?

br. Latona. Tne known samples I used were the ones foruarded
by our office at Dallas, the Dallas 0ffice. *

Ir. Eisenberg. Do you have those with you?

IMr. Latona., I do.

lr. Elsenberg. Mr, lLatona, you have handed me three cards s
one of which appears to be a standard fingerprint card, and the
other two of which appear to be prints of the palms of an individ-"
ual, All these cards are marked “"Iece Harvey Oswald.®

Are these the cards which you received from your Dallas Of«-
flce as you Just described as being the prints of lee Harvey
Osuald?

Mr, Latona. They ere.

- Hr. Elsenberg. Mr. Chairman, I would 1ike these adu;:i.tted
into evidence as 627, 628 and 629, I would l4ke the standard

fingerprint card, ten-print card, admitted as 627.

PN -\—An-—
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The Chalrman. It will beo admitted,

| (The 1tem reforred to was marked Commigsion Exhibit 627 for

identiflcation and recceived in evidence. )

Mr., Elsenberg. I would like tho card which 1z -~ phich appee
to be the left palm admitted as 628,

The Chairman, It will be admitted,

(The item referred to was marked Commission Exhibit 628 for

ldentiflcation and rececived 1n avidence,)

r. Eiscnberg. I would 1ike the card vhich ie the right
palm admitted as 629,

The Chalrman, That may be adniitted.

‘(Tne itenm referred to vwas marked Commission Exhibit 620 for

identifilcation and received 1n evidence, )

Pr, Iatona. May I ask a questlon, please? ‘Hould 4t be
posclble to accept copies insctead of the originals®

The Cnairiman. They are identical?

Mr. Latona. These are truc and faithful reproductions of the

“—._‘_ﬁ-—

orlginals wnhich Iir, Elsenberg has.

The Chairman. The originails; then, mway be withdrawn, and the

coples substituted for them.

Ir. Discnberg. Shall T mark those 627, 628 and 629 in the

Samé manner as the originals?

The Chairman. Exactly.

. Liosonberg. : lir, Iatona, do you kmov how the knoun sanples

We have just marked 627, 628 and 629 were obtained?
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Mr, ILatona. Hou they viere obtained? b .

Mr. Elsenberg. Yes., Can you tell the process used in ob-

~taining them?

b, tona. ‘You.mean.;n recording the inpressions?

Iir, Eisenherg. Yes, Bir.

Mr, Latona. Pingerprints are recorded by the use of a
printer's ink, heavy black ink, wnlch 15 first¢ placed on a smooth

surface, such as glass or metal, and 1¢ 1ls rolled out in a smooth,

even £1lm. Then the subjecé's fingers are brought iIn contact with
the platce ﬁy a rolling process, rolling the finger from one com~
plete side to the other complete side, in order to coat the finper
vwith an gven.film of this hcavy ink.

Then the finger is brought in confact with a standard finger-
print card and the finger again is rolled from onec complete side |
to the opposlte side in order to record in couplete detail all of
the ridage formation which occurs on the tip of the finger, or the
first joint, ﬁhich i under the nail,

I'r. Elsenberg. Dl1ld you recelilve a second submissgsion of knoun

prints?
f'ﬁ.". Iﬂtona. Yeﬂ, we dido

Mr. Elsenberg. Vhen did you receilve those?

4

Mr, Latona. Those vere roceived in the Identification Divi-

cion on November 29, 1963.

Mr, Elsenberg. Did this Include tvo palms, or was this
simply «-
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Mr. Latona. No, 1% did not, It was simply a fingerprint

-

card, | _ )
ir. Eisenberg, bo y‘ou know why the second submnission was madet
Mr. Latona. - The second :submiﬂaion vas made, I belleve, .1n
order to adviae us formally that the subject, Ire Harvey Oswald,
had been killed, and 41¢ hag Mﬁatim on the bhack that he was
shot and killed 11-24-63 wieir being transferred in custody.

Mr. Elscnbarz, And 4id you examine that second submission?

Y, 1atona, Yes, T di4,

Ir, Elsenbh2rg. And is it in all respects identica2l to the

Mr, Latona. The fingerprints annearing on this card are
exactly the samg as those that annear on the card which vou have
previously referred to as Commission Txhibit 627.

Fr. Elsenboarg, Mr, Iatona, do you have & cony of the second

gubmission?

I'r, Iatona, No, I 40 not.

I, Blscnberg. I uwonder whether you could supply one to ug

at a later date,

Mr., Iatona. Yes, I could., If wvou feel 1t nebessary, you can
talte this one.
lr. Eisenverg, Well, it 4s up to you. WHe will accept a CODY .

The Chalrman. If youvish, you may substitute a copy for it
- dater,

Mr. Iatona. All right.

Sy sl ‘_-.-I-._-
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Tae Ci..rman, And then you may wx.ndraw it. Y .

Mr. Eisenbez'g, ey I mark that as 630, with the under.stand-
ing that 1€ can be substituted for by é copy? |

The Chalrman, Yes.

(The 4tem feferred t; vwac narled Commiﬁsion Exhiblit 630 for
ideatification and recéived in evidence,)

(At this point, Representative Ford enterod tne hearing roo:

Mr. Eisenberg, Mr., Latona, could youtell uc what portion
of the palm of Lee Harvey Osuwald was reproduced on the paper bag,
Exhibit 62067

Mr. latona. The portion of the palm vwhich was identified wa
of the rignt palm, and it is 2 portion which ic gometimes re-
ferred to ac the heel. It would be the area whlch is near the
wrlst on the little~{inger side., I have a photograph here which
hag a rough drawinz on it chouingz the approximate area vwnich was
identified,

The Chairman. Whilch hand 4id you say?

Mc, Latona. The right hend.

Ir, Eisenbcrg. That little finger, is that sometimes called
the ulnar gide?

Ir. Iatona, The ulnar side, yes, sir.

Mr. Eicenberg., Is this a true photoﬁaph made by you?

Iir. latona. This is8 a true photograpn of one of the exhibit:

you have received.

Mr. Eisenberg., That 1s to say, the exhibit shouing the right

| mm oy . e
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palm print, which 4is marked 6292 .

Mr. Iatona., That's correct, .o *

Ir. Eleenberg. HMr.Chairman, may I have this photograph ad-
mitted into evidence as 6312

The Chalrman. It may be adinitied.

(The item referred ¢o was marked Coumlsslon Exhibit 631 for

identification and received in evidence.)

lMr. Elcenberg. Do you have another photograph there?
ir. latona., I have here a photlograph which is a slight en-
largement of the latent palm print developed on thei?ﬁ‘:? It has |

a2 red circle draun arcund 1t choving $he paluprint vwnich wags de-
velopzd,
Ifr. Eiccnberg. Is that a truoe pnotozraph made by you?
I'r, latona. Tnis is. It is appmxima‘cely 2 timo and a2 half
enlargement of the palmorint which I developed on the 'paper" bag.
| ¥r. Eisenberg. Fay I have that admitted, Rr. Chairman, as'
6322 '
The Chairman. It moy be adnitted by that number.

(The 1ten referred to was marked Coimnlssion Exhibit 632 for

identiflcation and receﬁved in evidence,)

Mr. Licenberg. FEaving reference to $he paper bag, Exhibit
626, My, Iatdna, could you show us tthere on that bag this portion

of the palwm, the ulnar portion of ths palm, of I.ee Harvey Oswald

vas found?

IMr. Iatona, This 14t{lec red arrow vhich T have placec"l on the

»
- - . - - - o r - -1 . =, = -
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paper bagz shousg the palm print as it was developed on the vrappey. -

The Chalrman., I8 1t vislible to the naked eye?

Mr, Latona. Yes, it 4s. I think you can sce it with thc; use
of this hand magngi;er. *

IN». Eisenberg. Mr. Iutoﬁa, could you mark that arrow A, the
arrov you have Jjust referreq to on Exhlbit 626 point;pg fo the
portion of the palmprint of r'Lcc Harvey Oswald?

Tne Cnalrman, What 1s the number of the exhibit that 1% 15
on?

I'r. Eisenberg. Tnat ic 626,

I'r, Iatona., Moy I -~ I %tcll you I an going to furnish yoﬁ a
copy of this, but I cannot malze a copy unlegs I have 1t.

Ir. Eisenberg. 'ec can lend it to you for that purpose.

Ine Crairvan. You may have it to make the copy.

IMr. Latona., And I will scnd you the copy. Thank you.

i, Eisenberg. HNou, I belicve you said you also found a
fingerprint of Lece Harvey Oswald on this paper bag, 626.

r. I2tona. Yec, I did,.

Mr. Elsenberg. Can you tell us what finger and vhat porcion
of the flnger of Lee Karvey Oswuald you identified that print as
being?

Mr, latona. Tne fingerprint which was developed on the

paper bag watc ldentified as the right =- as the left index fingere

print of Lee Harvey Oswald, I also have a slight enlargeuent of

1t, if you care to sce it.
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rr; . Elsenberg. Youare shouing us a true photograpn of the
actual fingerprint? o
Mc. Latona. As it appeared on the bag, s8lightly enlarged.
Mr. Elsenberg. May I have that admitted az 633, Ir. Chalripan
The Chairman, If may be aduitted.
(Tne iten roferred to was marlked Conuilssion Exhibit 633 for
identification and received in evidence.)

Ir. Elsenberg. You are holding another photograph, Mr.

ILatona?

I‘'r, Latona. I have here a photograph of the fingerprint
card, of the one vanlcn I Just took bacl, and 1¢ 1ls actually a true
reproduccion of the front of the card. That vas Exhibit 630.
This one here iIs a true reprcduction of the front of Exhibit 630.

Ir Eisenverg. And have you clrcled on that, the photograph
which you are holding, the left index finger?

Mr. Latona. That's right.

Mr. Elcenberg. And vould you show that to the Chilef Justice?
That 38 & truc rep;:-oduct:lon, . Latona?

Mir., 12tena, Yes, 1t is. . |

i, Eisenberg. I would iil';e that adnitted as 634,
Tne Chairman. It may be admitled.
(Tne 4item referred to was marked Commission Exhibit 634 - .-

for ddentlification and reccived in evidence.)

Mr. Latona, Could that ta!.cé the place of this?

Mr, Eisenberg. I think our exhiblts would be confused.

R it 4% = oSy P =oe
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Mr. ,Latbna.

Very well,

Mr, Eisenberg. MNow, what portlion of the left index finger

ves thet, lr. Latona?

I'». Iatona. That 1s (he area vhich 1s to the left, or
pather Co the right of the iﬁdex finpger.

e Elscnborg. Oﬁ which Jjolint?

Mr, Latona. On the first Joint, which ls unadcr The nail,

Mr. Eicscenberg. I8 thnat knovin ag the distal phalani?

IMr. Iatona. ‘fnat!s right.

I[ir. Eiscnberg., So it 45 tho richt side of the distal phalanx
of the left index finger?

Mr. Latona. That is correct. Now, that would be lookling at
an imnression made by the fingzger. If you were to look at the
finzer, you would ralse the finger up and 1t would be on the op-
posite side, whilch vwould be on the left side of the dlsval phalanx,

Iir, Eiscnberg. Noi, vhen we were talking before about the
paln print, and you sald that 1t wac on the right side -~ you said
1t vwags on the ulnar portion of €he palm.

lir. Latona, That 15 correct.

Mir. Eisenberg. And that ic looking at the palm i1tself,

Mr. Latona., Loolzing at the palm itself.

Mr. Eisenberg. Now, I would prather e

IHr, Iatona. That would st111 be the ulnar side when you look
at the print,

Mr. Eisenberg., Vhy don't we use ulnar and radial then when

- - z
. "~ . r
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we refer to portions of fingerprints, ulnar referrinc to the )
little finger slde, and radial to the thumb side? So refer{ing
to the left inGex fingerprint now, that vould correspond €o the
uinar glde of the lef¢ 1ndc§ finger of Leec Harvey Ocwald.

Mr. Iatona. Tna®t i3 correct.

Tne Chalrman. Congresciran Ford, I'm golng to leave nouw to

attend a pession of the Court -- if you will preside In oy absence,

Mc., Dulles wlll be here in a few moments, and 1f you are obliged
to lecave for yowr worlt in the Congress, he will preside unvil I

return.,

(At this point, Mr. Dulles entered the hearing room.and the
Chairzan left the hearing room.)

Il>. Eizenberg., IMr. Latona, could you show us where on the
paper bag, Exhlibit 626, this left index finger was develoned by
you?

Ir. latona. Tho left index fingerprint vas develoned in the
erea wnich is indicated by thls small red arrom.

Ir. Elsenberg. Could you put 2 B on that arrow tovhich you
are polnting?

Yip . tona, did you make comparisonn charts bf the Imoun and
latent or ¢he inked and lateat palunrints of Iee Havvey Ocvald
Wnich you have been referring to as found on thils papar bag, 6252

Mr. Iatona. Yes, I did.

Mr. Elsenberg. Could you =~-

Ir. Dulles. Shouldn't you change that question a 1ittle bit?
| AP PTrE—

r
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I' don't think ycu should say Ice Harvey Oswald at this point,
s Eiscnberg. He has identified the print as being that.of
Ice Harvey Oswald,

fir. Dulles, Excuse me,

kir. Eisenberg., [br.Latona, could you show us ¢hnat chart and
aiscuss with us sone of the similar charocteristics which you
found in the inked and latent priant which led you to thec conclusion
that they were ideniical?

Mr. Latona. Yes. I have here wnat aro referred to as two
charted enlargements. One of the enlarggments s Whlch 1t mariced
"Inked Lei't Index Filngerprint, Lec Harvey Oswald, 1S approxlmate-
ly & ten-time enlargement of %he fingerprint, which appeaars on
Exhibit 634, The enlargenent, which is marked "Latent Minger-
print on Broun Homomade Papar Container" 1g aporoximately a ten-
timc enlargement of the latent fingerprint which was developed
on the brown wrapping 'paper lIndicated by the red arrow B.

Mr. Liscenberg. And that also correcponds to the photograph

you gave us, which 4is now Exhibit 633,

Mr. Latona, That's correcst,

Hep. Pord. And the arrow B is on Exhibit 626.

Mr. Latona. Thnat's correct.

Now, in making a cowparison of princs to determine whether or
not they were wade by the came finger, an examination is made %

firat of all of the latent print,

An examination is wmade to see 4¢ there are in the latent

-
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print any polntc of characterictilcs sinlch are vnigque to the porson

making the defermination. In other uwordsg, in looking at the latent
print, for cxanple, thls point, which is marked 1, ic a ridse.

The blaclk lines are what we term rildges. , They were made by the
ridge formatlions on the finzgers. Tnat 18, when the finger came

in contact wlth the oroun paper bagz, 1t left an outline in these
blaclt lines on the browun paper bag.

Nou, In looking at the latent print, in the enlargements you
notice there 1s one black line ¢hat appears to go upward and stop
at tne polint wvihlch has been Indicated as point number 1.

Ir . Eisenberg. e, ILatona, nay I interrupt you ther; for a
secoad.

Mr. Cnalrman, I would 1like to intrecduce this chart,this
comparlcon charc, as an exnibic.

Rep. rord., It may be admittedq.

7. Elsenberg. Tnat will be 634.

(Tne item referrcd to was marked Commission Exhibit 634 for
ddentification and was received in eviéence;)

. Latona. Looking further we notilce --

. Dulles. Could I Juat asclk a2 question about this? This 4s
referring to Exhibit 634, I want to male gure what l4ne we are '
tallking about. You are talking ebout a black line that goes up
e3 thovgh tuo rivers came togethor there ) and here is the point
where €his l1line stops.

Mr, latona. Thatt!s correct.
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Mr, Dustes., Numbep l. This is the latent?

Ir, Iatona. This 4is %he loprint, Tais 4is the print on the
bag,

lr. Dullea. VYes,

Ir, Iatona., fThe cont;‘ast nere 13 not dé good as 41t is here,

Mr, Dulies. fThis €03 up here, and fhese ttﬁo lines come 1in

there, so there 1s %he point vhere your blacl line stops?

Ir, Latona. Right at the end cf the red line which 1s marlec

Mr. Dulles. Thanilc you,

Mr. ILatona, Novw, looking further we £ind this point that hes
been indicated as ruuber 3. And nunpber 3 is located -

Ir. Dulles., Why do you ckip 29

Ir. ILatona., I an golng to come to that.

line ~- there 13 nuxber 3. Now looking further, vwe can lool over

to the rlght,_ 0r rather to the 1eft, and we notice that one ridgqe

Jou 2 point wanlch has boen indicated as number 2.

Hr.Eis_enberg. Is that vhat you tlight call a bifurcation?

35 U -toné. That 1s referred to, generaliy 8peakinz, as a

bifurcation,

Mr, Eiscnberg, That 4g nunper 2,

T B W o vun —
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Mro Latona. And ruambar 1 45 vhat ie referred to as a ridoe

end.

Xou, keeping these three points in mind, and the relationship
they bave €o gach othey, 4f 'Ehis print here, the inked nrint, were
rode by the scane finger which laft the print on the biroun paner
bag. ve showld be able ¢n £ind thoce three noin%s in tae same

ﬂ@:iﬁﬂ.ate area, having the same relatinnchin %o each oLher.
'(t Nou, at this point we have not tade a deternination of any
kind as t9 vhether they gare ) or arc nov identifcal.

Bxanining the inked fingerpyint s bearing In nind the general

formation of this print that we see hore, the latent print, ve

l
|
’ would examine the Inled print and that would direet us to this
approxirwate area here., And looking.,uwe f£ind surec enough there 1s
; point aumber l -- or rather there 1is a point whilch appears to be
( the same 28 point rumner 1 hez'e_. Bearing in mind how ve located
4 points number 2 and 3, we would then check the 4nked print further
end say ¢o ourselves, "If this print verc #edc-tho geame, there
chould be 2. point mmber 2 iIn exac%ily the same ralationchion to
noaner’ 1 as there vas in this latent nrint.”
tie ook ovér here -- one, two‘," three; four -- there is point

nunber 2.

“¥. Eisenberng. Trat point, or that count that you are moking

=il

13 of ridpes between the f£irst and sccond point?
Mr. Latona, Eotusen the ponints, that's right. Then we have

ovor here oue, two, three, four, And bearing in mind again how

S . B A WE s fEv. twm SES
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point nurber 3 bears a relatlioncnip to point number 2, we shoudld .
¢ind point number 3 in the same relative position in the inked
poént that it occurs in the latent print. T

Ccunting over azaln -- one -~ e find a polint which could be
consiered number 3. .

llcvi, at thig Cince we have coordinated three points. Ve have
{icd threc pointls tozether, On that vasis, by themselves, wve
would not give a definite deterizination. Accordingly, we would

GWHETHER ARE

purcve a furtner cxamlinacion Yo determine ase there,other charac-

terictices which occur,

I, Dulles. Hoa many tines s That magnifiled?

I, Lotona, Thic is magnifilcd approximately ten times.

Then we voula plck up point number 5. Ve noftice point number
5 ic zrain one of {nosc bifurcatlon3 which occurs above and
clightly Co t¢he left of point number 3. Ve 2l1so notlice that 1%
cnvelops point number 1 -- 25 uwe go down further, clightly to
the rignt of polnt number 5, we notice that bifurcation envelopes
point number 1. So ve would lookx around for cuch a characiere
ictic in €ae latent print.

If The game finger wode those tuo prints, ve have to fing
roint 5., And lookingzg over hero ve f£ind such 2 formation, wve look
ot _11:, and sure enovgh 1t envelopces point nuuber 1 -- ezactly the
came relationship to each other appears in the latent print, and
in the inked print. It has the same relationship to poin¢ number

3 thztoceurs in tho latent print 2s occurs 4in the inled print.




Then we would pick up point number 4 -- 1, 2, 3, .

[5c, E'iscnberg. Again you are counting ridgecs? .

Mr. Latona, Cwﬂting ridees again, fron point minner 5 «-
1, 2, 3, &, There is a. s0-called r'idge-end,‘ whlch occuvrg above,
above and almest slightly to the left of point number 5, point
nusber S enveloping number 1. Pointg numberr5.

I, Dulles. 1Is 5 a ridge-cend?

Mr. ILatona. 5 1s what we term a Joining, forking, or bifur-

catlon.
Tnese tuo come together at point 5. Over here, together at

point 5,

l'r.Dulles, Is that where the two ridses come togéther there
and encase 1t?

lr. Lavona. Yes, slr. From point mumber 5 ve pick up point
nuzber 7, which ic another one of +4hose so-called bifurcations.
1,2, 3, b. |

Mr. E*lsehberg. Apain a ridge count,

Jir. Iatona. Ri1dge counting from 5 to 6. Tnat 4s 4n the latent
print. Ue must £ind the same situation in.the'inked{print.

Counting from polnt number 5 the ridges which intervene, 1 ) 25 3,

and then ve count 4, the point itself. There is the bifurcation
right hbre.

L'EI';Eisenberg. Ilr. Latora, in m&icing these ridge counts, do
you also pay attenticn to the so-c2lled, let's say, geographical

relation, the spacial relation of the two points?
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lir, Iaton.. VYery dcf‘inly. . A I

llow, 4T doesc not elways follow that the so~called geograp'hical
position wlll coincide exactly the same, That would be caused
because of varlations in the prescure used when the print vac made.
For eicample, when you male a; print on a fingerpreint card ~- tthen
the inked print vas mede, the print vas made for the specific
purpcsc'”of recordlng all of the ridge detalls. Vhen the print was
left on the paper pag, 1€ was an incldentel impression., The per-
son was not¢ trylng to leave a print. In fact, he probably did not
even know he left one. So the pressure which :i.s_left, or the
position of the finger when it wmade the print will be a little
different. Accordingly the geographical area of the points thenm-
celves will not 2alvwyc coincide. PRut they will be in the general
pesition the same. .

Ir. Eisenberg. IMr. Iatona, without going into detail, %there
are some apzarenc disginllaritics on the two sides of that chart.,
Can yoa explain why there should be apnarent dissimilaritcies?

Il*, Iatona. The discimilorities as such are caused by the
type of waterial on which the print was left, because of the
precsure, because of the anouht of material which is on the. finger

then 1€ left the print. They would not always be excetly the

oamec. lere agalin there appears a material difference in the sense

there 15 a2 difference in coloration. This 4s because of the fact

that the contrast 4n the latent print is not ac sharp es 4t 4s in

the inked fwpnz=cwion, wnich is a definite blaclk on vwhite s Whereas

L8 . : [ ' - ..t T v r
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3 T
here we have a more or less a broun on a lightc;? provn,

I, Elscnperg. Youw, I-I:c'.'Latona, vwhcn youci‘ind an apparent
dissimilarity betuecen an inked and a laten® print, how do you know
that 1€ 1t causcd by dbsorp’qion of thc suirface upon which the
latent print 1s placed, or by fallure of the finger to cxude
materlal, rather than by the fact that you have a difforont finzer-
praint.

Mr. Iatona. That 4s simply by sheer erperience.,

kr. Elsenberg. Viould you say, thorefore » that the identifi-
cetion 0f a fingorprint ic a tasl: which calls for an expert in-
terpretation as cppoZed to a cinple point-by-point laying out
vhich a layman could do?

lir. Latona. Very definitely so, yos.

r, Bisenberg. Hou muech training does it take before you
can mwokze an identification?

I-‘I:r'.LEI-;ona. Woll, I cannot tell you exactly how wuch in torps
of timc, insofar as what constlitutes an expert. I can simply tell

you what we require of our pz2ople before they vould be considered
experts.

Ix, Bisenberg. Yes, could you db that?

kr., Lavona., Ve require our people before they would bo =-

Kr.Dulles., Tnis 1o the FBI?

Mr. Intona. Yes, ¢his 15 the PBI. It would be ten yvears of

practical wvorlc in conncetion uwith the claeslifyinz and scarching

and verifying of regular finzerprint cards which bear all ten

| e
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printe. Those prints would be gcarched through our main finger-

print files, That'means thot that person would have to serve
at leact Uen ycars doing that., Of course, e would have to pro-
gresags from the mere scarching operatlon to the operation of being
what we call Unit Surervicor, tthich wculd check -- which would
be actually the checking of the vork of subordinates who do that
ork., He would be recgporncible for secing that the fingerprints
are properly scarched, properly clossified,

Ilr, Eisenberg., And how long will he work in the Latent

Fingerprint Sccetion?

. Iatona. He would have to tale an adoptability test,

. Whlch would ftale thirce or four days, to determine, first of all,

do we feel he has The gualifications for the job. Then if he
nagssed the adaptznility test, he would receive & winiizum of one
yecr'!s persenal Ctraining in the I2tent Fingerprint Scetion, which
means that he would have to serve &t least eleven years in

fingerprin¢ work ccnstantly, day in and day out, eignt hours a

day in fingerprint work, bcéfore we would contider him as 2 fincer-

print expert for purposces of testifying 4in a court of lav.
Ir, Eisenberg. So that vhen you shew us this chart, this
-3 actually, or I chould cay, 18 this actually a denonztration
~tner than 2 chart from walch vie could poke an identification?
lr. Latona. That'c right., Tne purpcse 1s eimply a hope on

-

oY pert that by iy explanation you mey have sone idea as tongﬁ/
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these charts, because unguestionably Chere are certain polntis _thd;:
you wlll not ege whlca To me ave apparent,

I'r. RBisenberg. Now, Mr. Latona -~-

¥r. Dullesc. lay I ask a questlion? Io thils ridge forma’clon,_,
sort of tuo ridzeé coming together,'is that one of the most dig-
tinctive things you look for? I note on these charts, Exhibl
634, the various oxamples you have given us have beca of one tyne
g0 far.

[fr. Latona. Twvo.

M. Dulles. I Aid no% get the two. I get the two ridges
couning Together with sort of the ending of a valley.

You were saylng there were two distinetlve things. I have
only couent so far one distinctj.ve thing ~- that is the tuo
riages comling fogether in a kind of valley with no exit.

r. ILatona, Tuwo that ccime together, like a fork. And the
other one was the one that just ends by itcelfl -- Goece not Join. -

Mr., Elsenberg. which 45 an interrupted ridge?

Mr. Dullee. I Ao not get the distinction.

Nr. Eisenberg. Is thet an interrupted ridge you Just do-
scribed?

Mr. tona. Vhat we call an ending ridge. -

}Mr, Licenberg, Off the record,

(Diccunsion off the record.)

lr, Elsenberg. Back on the record,

r, Iatona, cculd you prepare a diagram which would show sone
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of the characteristics in broad outline which vie have been dise
cvs3ing and nave those labeled, and coula you submit that é&agral
to w3 at a future dzie?

Iir., Latona. Yes, I could,

e Elsenberg. Ve wéll avoend 1t £o your testinony, co tnal
your tesceimony fay be nore €asily folloued by tne rcader ~- with
the permission of the Chairpan,

Ren., Ferd, 'It will be prepared and svbmitted ard included |
the record.

Mc. Latona. Vell, 41f you could give me your indulgence, I
could do 1t right here as fact as I 64d 44 on the board.

Rep. Ford., Off the recoxrd.

(?iscussion of!' the record,)

Rep. Ford, PRaock on the record.

IIr., Dullec. Tnese, I underctand, are of the parcicular dig-
tinzulshing points, the points that you would look for %o

deteraine whether the latont Print «~-

lacion that 1s {he 1mportons thieg, not the point 4tself. TIn
olher words; all of us would have %o @ certaln extent thece pointt

Mr. Dulles. Trney have to be in the Same relation to each
other,

r, Latona. That is correet. For example, on the 4ilustra-

tiocn I have harg -

- . . FICEREE 4 - "
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Ir. Elscenberg. Thls 1s an 11lustration on the blacldboard.

- ol

Mr. Latona. The mere faect that thic is an ending ridge and
bifurcation and another ending vidge and a2 dot 4in themselves nean
noching., Thls 15 a type of patiern which iz referred to 28 a -
loop, which is very coxmon. Tnese comvnrise approxirately 65 per
cenl ofpattern typés. It has four ridge counts, for example. You
can find hundreds of thousands and millions of four-count loo0ps.
4But:you would not find but one¢ loop having an arrangement of these
characteristics In the relation that they have. For ezawpie, the .
enclocure is related ¢o this ending ridge. This ending ridge 1s
related by one ridge removed from the dot. Tnic bifurcation is

nezt To the so-called core which 4s formed by a red, the ending

ridee.,

The polnt¢s thenselves areconmon. Tie mest connon type of

pointc are the endling ridge and the bifurcation., Tnozse are the

tuo points we have ecovered so far.

lir, Elscnoerg. Mr. Iatona, I gce that you have marked nine

-

cheracterigfices on your chart. Are these aill the characteristics
tihich ycu were able to £ind --

r. Latona., On this particulay chart, yegs. They were the
only oncs that bore -- actually, there 4s sii1l 'one mdre charac=-

teristic -= there could have been ten.

Fi'. Elsenberg. Now, is there eny minimum nmunber of polnta

that hoo to be found in order to male an identification, in your
opinion?
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Mr. I2vona, No, 4in my opinion, %ti._re are no numocr of-YHoiant

4702

vhich are a reouirement, Noi, there 4s a general bellcef aﬁkng
1ots of fincerprint people cthat a certain number ofipointé are
required. IT ic my opinipn that this i an cerronccus acsumnrptlon
that they have takcn,‘becéusc of the fact that here in the Unitec
gtates a porson that qualifies in court ac an expert has the righ
merely to voice an opinion ac to whether (wo prints were maede by
the saue finger or not made. There are no reaulrcments, there 1L
no standard by which a porson can 82y that a certvaln nunber of
points are required -- primarily becauvse of the fact that there :
such a wide variance in the expericnce of men who gualify ac
fincerprint GZLpPEITtTs.
lir. Eisenberg. . Ia%ona, you said that not all experts ai
in agreerent on this subject. ZIe there any substantial body of
expert opinion that holdc o 2 minitum number of polints, 1et's
scy, thelve?
¥ir, Latona. In the United Statee, ¢o nmy knouledge, I knou ¢
no greoup or becdy that cubscribe to a particular numbzr. Now,
guite frequently some of these departments will maintain a stand:
for themselves, by virtue of the fact that they will say;_“jefort
we 1will pake an identification, we pust find a minluum of 12
points of cinilarity.”
I am aquite certain that the reason for that is slimply to

avoid the possibility of malzinzg an erroneous iGentificatlon. No

why they have picked 12 -~ I believe that that 12 point business

| Gy aEe. . Ay BN AR PR IR IR
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originatcd,becauce_of & certaln article which was written by a ;
Freanch fingerprint ezxaminer by the name of Edmond rLocard back in
1917; I think -~ there vas a publication to the effect that in
his oplnion where thecre vere %2 pointc of similarity, there vas
no chance of maling an erroncous identification. If there vere

legs than 12; he volced the conelusion that the chances would

Increase as to findlng duplicate prints.

Now, today we in the FBI do not subscribe to thal theory at

all. Ve simply say this: Ve have confldence in our experts to the

extent that regardlecs of the nusiber of points, 4if the expert vho
has been ascigned to the case for purposes of making the exorinae
ticn gives an oplnion, we will not question the number of points.
Wo have teptified ~- I personally have %ectified 1n court to as
few as seven points of similarity.

[Ir. Dulles. Euf you would not on %wo, vould you?

( | Ir, latona. No, 81r, becauce I know that two points, even
though they would notbd duplicate points, would be arranged 4in
Buch a fashlon that 1t might possibly give me %he iupression that
here are two points which appear to be the caie even though they
are not.

lir. Dulles. But it 4s somcunere betueen two and soven =-
som¢uhere In that range?

Ir. Iatona. That 15 richt. Vhere that is, I o not Ymov,
And T would not say vhether I would tectify to six, would I tes-

tify to five, would I refuse to testify to four,

L il gl b W
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’Mre Dul..s. You s2y you would -~ ¢. would you? . -y

Mr, Iatona., I don't know. That's a question I could not

®

answer. I would have o ceec each cace individually before I could
render a conclusion,

Now, goins outsilde of éheUnited States, we have been approact
ed ~- I mean the FBI ~-- hove been apprcached by other forelen
ezxperve In an attenpt to cet a vworld-wide standard of 16 charac-
teristles, a minitun of 16 as oppesed to 12, which is generally
referred o by people in this countyy here. 1Mcw of course ve
would not subceribe to that 2t all., &nd I think --

Ir. Dulles. That would be 16 on the fingerprint of the same
finger?

r, Latona, That's right.

lir, Dulles, Obvlously, if ycu have two fingers that vwould

alter the number -~ 1f you hzid three on one and two on the other,

tiould you consider that five?

v, Iatona, Ve uould,

Hou, uhether the foreipn cxnerts vould not, I don't lmey. In
othey woras, if wc vere to go along with this furopean theory
of 16 points, we would not testliy ©o this being an ddentification.
inat 1c really vwhat 1t vould aoount %o. Yet %o me, in my mind,
there 18 no questlon that these prints here =~

Ir, Biscnberg. Which is whot exhibit?

Iir. Iatona. The enlarpeients in Exhiblt 634 -- are simply
reproductions of Che lef¢ index finserprint of Iec Harvey QOcwald.

»
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Rep., Ford. Tacre 15 no Goubt in your mind about that? -

I'r, Latona. Absolutely none at 211, wne fact that {tere
are only the nine pointes charted -~ and I feel ¢his way, 1t ic
purcly a matter of c¢xpericnce. Tncey sinnly do not have the exper-
1cnce that we have in the FBI, The FBI has the world's larges?
practcical fingerprint file., Ue rccecive on an average of 23,000
to 25,000 caras a day vhich are nroccseced wvithin a thr'ee-da.y per-
iod.

I're Dulleco. 1In a three-day pericd?

I’Lr' Latona. 1In a thrce-aly pericd.

Mr, Dulles. And by processed do you mean they are filed
according to certaein characteristics?

e, Iatona. @hey are. At firgt they are recorded as having
been reccived frem a particuler agency, as £o the number that we
have recelved, as to the type of the card. Tnen they are checked
o sce if the impressions which are on the fingerorint card are

complete and legible,. that they are placed in thelr prorer ese-

Y
Athcy are properly clascified.

Tnen they are checkea througn our filles to sce 1f tho person

aquonce, that

has or hos not 2 prior criminal record. Then a2 reply is preyared
end forvarded to the contributor. That 4s done in a three~day
pericd. '

Mr. Dulles. How o0ld 4ic the ar¢, roughly?

lir. Iatona. Insofar as this country is concerned, I would say

bacl: to 1903 when the firct fingerprint file for purposes of
A I
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claBs as 5ok up in this country in Ncu ¥aorl,
r. Dulles., Pid it astart in France? °

7. ILatona. MNo. Really, I dareccay the Engllich were p;'oba.bly
ag early as any, or even dof:m in South America -=- you have in
Azcentina the sctvung uvp oi: Pincernrint Tiles as early as 1691,
ror & long time ue never reccgnized the fact that Azgencina ncd a
fincerprint f£ile. I think it ic pirimarily because all of the vork
on finserprinting vere wrltten in Spanich, and it was Jusv a
oucseion of finding somchedy to talze the time anc effort to
translete 1t into Inzlich,

The French are credited with the so-called Bertilion systen,
vaich 48 a measurcient of tne bone structure of the body. Alphons
bertillon was & TFrgncn —-~

e

lv. Dullcs. Didntt Bortillon go into fingerprints lafter?

1r. Iatora. Very reluctantly. BHe was very reluctant to
aceent i¢. He was a sorl of dichard., He felt thav Fis wethod,
the meacurerent of certain bones of the body, vwould not change
after a percon rcached the adult cvage. f’ut vue know that $eed ic
not “rue. There is a chanze -- because of age, disease,
dicsliratclon, B person that was oacoe 3ix feet ©ho may, because of
the fact he 1s getting older, hunp down a little rore arnd incteed

of beinp £ix feet tuo he mignt be five fect eleven. Certain

bone ctructured over the yearsc take cortaln changes -- plus the
fact that his system vas not a goed systenn in that certain allou-

aaccs had to be u'*ile becaus« of the way that people were mcasured.



L )
Aphyingarith
oy gl - gl Airenlii ﬂ-ﬁ#m“-“-iwmmm
mﬂ“‘_ﬁmm ol i
.

Lo

4707
. %
Sciretimes one opcrator nisnt measure the bones of thcarmi
for cxaiiple, too tléht, end another €00 loose. And they used. the
petric systen of measurement, wnich In terins of their meacuring
night sonectimes irean that tne same percon would not ecasure the
sane becae the samcﬂﬂtjﬂice. |

e have the celekrated case here vhileh ve refer to as the

111l West case, here in ¢he Unlted States, in vwhich a wan was
centenced to the penitentiary in ILeovenwicrth. He vas a colored pan
by the rame of W1ll West. Tie operator there, going thiough the
rechznles of {alting the varlous measurcients and his phobograph,
cald, "I see ycu are back here a2z2in." The mon said, "No, thils

is the firpst time I have boen to Leaveauorth. ™ The operator

vas certalin he had measured and paoccogrepned thig ran before. He
ent to check hic records and he came up with a priér Tecord wnich
aiscloaced a'ﬂillWCSt Who had practically the sane Bertillon
peasurements as the man currently beins examined.

He pald, "Isn't tils you?" And he choued him a picture. He
looked at the picture and recoznized the picture as being one of
hinzelf. He sald;, "Yes, that 19 me, but I have never been here
before,"

acy choclied the records and found still there in the peni-
tentlary was anothor Will West vho looled almost exactly like a
twin., But they viere not even related. Their feotures vcre the

sane, their measurements were the came, but then their fingerprints"

were coppletely dirferent.

| A ——
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If They made that error that one time, how many other tiﬁé:"
could the sare erwor have been made? And accordingly, we here in
the Unitea States, eround 1903 ~=- theBertillon methced was glouly
put out of use., It dvececawe opsolete,

Bertilllion, belore he died;, conceded that finzernrints was a
gocd ieans of icdentificatlion, and he very reluctantly conceded
that the tuo gyctems, hils metheld and fiagerprints togethor, would
pe an absolute weanc of identification.,

tle completely did auay with the Bertlillon system. In fact,
the IBI never uscd it. Ve startcd our finzerprint vork years
alfter 2ll that nad qdentresolvcd, back in 1024,

On guly 1, llcig'br, taat is actuvlly wnen the FBI vent into the
fingerprint bus{:::Q.

ir. Dulles., Thnank you very nuch. I}founa that very'lntgrest-
ing.

Rep. Ford. Go ahcad, Mr. Eicenberg.

Ir. Eisenberg, Mr Latona, 4ld you also preparc & chart
chowlng a comparicon of the latent and known left index fingerprint
of LceHarvey_05uald found on the naper bag, Exzhinit 6259

Iv. Latona. ?ha left index Tinger. That is the one we just
discusscd.

IMr. Zicenperg. I'm sorry -- the pight palumprint.

Mr. I2tona. Right.

lr, BEisenberg., And beforc we go any further, I should state

for the record that the exhibit we have been referrine to as 626

ENRE . . Jlh s ol M. D Sl



was eavlier introduced as 142, and it is 1#2,

Mr, Dulles. Off the rccord. | -

(Dizcucsion off the record,)

", Dulles. BPBaclz on the record,

Iir, Elsenberg. Blco, before we get to the paluprint —-

Iir. Dulles. Just 2 mouient. Iv secems tb e iI¢ weuld be uell
to have for the files of tne Commisusion copied oLl The carlier
fincerniints of Ice Harvey Osuald that were taken, and the ¢ine
that they uere ftaien.

I'r. Eiscenperg. I agree, cir.

I, Lotona ==

Jir, Iavonz., L0 I undcrotand you are asizing --

v, Eisenberg. I willl develon this on the record.

s, Latonz, you had carlier submitted to us, and ve had
erlzecd as an exhibilt, copics of finzerprint cardsc and ¢two paliu-
peint cards wilch were pade up by the Dalles Police and foruarded
to you, recelved by you from your Dallas Office; 1s tnat correct?

I, Lsatona. Yes, pir. |

150, Eiscenberg, Now, in addiltlon, did the Federal Burcau of
Invectlpation have in 1tc Files pulacs of Ice Eowvey Ocviald vhich
it had recceived av core earlicr date, prior ©o Fovember 22;11&?

M, Iotona, Yes, clir. I belicve there is e Forine Corl;s
princ. '

Ir, Eiccnberg. Would these printc hove been taken by tho

IFBL?



I*. ILatona, No, they weuld not,

I, Elocnberg. Tney vere talicn by w-

Mr, Latona, Th2 regulare service,

v, Eisenberg., And forvarded to the FBI?

e, Lacvena, Tnatts right,.

I'r. Eicenberg, Did you compare the ten f£finger card which ye
recelived from Che Dallas Office ¢€o the FBI and compane 41t with
the lazrine Tinserpaint cord?

I're Latona, Yen, sir,

I'rs Eiocnbers. Viere they sdentical?

Ire Latona. Tney were the camc.

Ir, EiGCnoerg. tVicre polizpiints talzen by the arines?

I[r, Iatvcna, No, notv ¢o iy knouwledre.

kr, Elscnberg. Couvld you gubniit o us a copy of the ten-
print carda vhich ycu reclved from che Marliane Corps? .

l're Latocna, Yes, I could,

; Mr, Eiccenberg, With the Chairpon’is permnisscion, that will be
appended a0 an exhibit to I, Latonlic tvestinony.

Rep. Ford., Do you wich ¢o identify it by a number at this
time?

alr'e Eigcinberg, Yes., If ue could give 1t a2 number 4n advaic
of recelving it, I would 1lilke to give 4t the number 635,

Rcepe Ford, It will be admitted.,

(The item to be furnfished will be marked Cocmission Exhibit

635 for ldentifilcation and received in evidence,)
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