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This is the first of a series of Latin Listening *..;1"-;;;

-5 g - =

Post interviews of persons more Or less directly concerned with

the conflict between the United States and Cuba,  In subsequént

programs, we will present talks with people who are connected
with the Cuban Refugee Organizations, people who are connected
with President Batista and Upited States citizens with direct -
stakes in the outcome of the Cuban Situation. Tonight vie hivé

with us a representative of probably the most controversial

organization connected with Cuba in this country. The organization

46 Fair Play for Cuba Committee., The person, LEE OSWALD, Secre-
tary of the Kew Orleans Chapter for the Fair Play for Cuba

Committee. This organization bas long been On the Just:lce

Department's black 1ist arnd 1s a group generally consi;!ered to

As a reporter

be the leadinZ pro-CaStro body in the nation.
of Latin Lm&rican affairs in this city tor several years novw,

your columnist has kept a lookout for local representatives ot

this pro-Castro gropp. Kone appeared in pudblic viev until this

week when young LEE OSVALD was arrested and convicted for .

Be was arrested passing out pro-Castro |

disturbing the peace.
1iterature to a crowd which included several violently anti-Castro
Cuban refugees. ¥hen we finally tracked ¥r, OSWALD down toda.y
and asked him to participate in Latin Listening Post, he told .

JI5- PASSS_ /53



us frankly that bhe vould because it may help his organization ,,.‘
1 to attract more menbers in this area. ' With that in mind, und
knowing that kr., OSWALD nust bave had to demonstrate a great - _' -
ski1ll in dialectics before he was entrusted with his present

post, we now proceed on the course of randoam qQquestioning of

Mr, OSWALD, ‘ | IR . ot

> « 0
. L

' "a ﬂ.“-,f.

Mr. OSFALD, if I may, how long has the Fair Play for
Cuba Coznittee had an organization in New Orleans?

¥e have had members in tbis area for several months

-

now up untiliabout two months ago bowever, we have not

organized our members into any sort of active group. unti‘.l

as you say, we had decided to feel out the public, what they

thiok of our organization, our ains and for that purpose we
have been &s you éaid' distributing literature on ‘the street

o ' - a -

for the purpose of trying to attract npew members wd teel out ‘

the public.,
-Do you have any other activities other than distri-

buting literature at the present time?

¥ell, I assume you mean do I have any organizational

duties myself?

Yes, | | -
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Yes, as secretary I anm responsible for the keeping--.h...__

~of the records and the protection of the members' names 8o that"

undue publicity or attention will not be drawn to them, as they -
do not desire 1it.

Ky duties are as the duties of a secretary of
anf organization, However, our organization has a president, ~
a secretary and a treasurer. The duties of those people would

be more or less self evident than those that are my duties. l

"do not however belong’ to any other organizations at all, — : *-*

Are you at liberty to reveal the membership of your
organization? |

No I anm not. v

For vbat reason? | .

Fell as secretary, 1 believe it is standard
operating procedure that our organization, consisting of a
political minority, protect the names and addresses of its |
merbers and I have every, uh, that is my duty and that is ny
reason to do that,

¥r. OSWALD there are many commentators in the journal-
jstic field in this country that acquaint the Fair Play for

Cuba Comnittee with the herican Communist Party. ¥hat is your
feeling about this and are you a member of the American Comnunist

Party?

L
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beadquarters at 799 Broadway in New York has been 1nvestigatod

".‘*rr"' coo.

by the Senate Sub-Committoes wvho are occupied with this sort
of thing.

They bhave investigated our organization froa tho |

viewpoint of taxes, subversion, allegiance and in general

e e -,

where and how and'why*we oxist. "They bhave found absolutely

nothing - to'connect us with the Communist Party of the'Unitod

o
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otates. In regards to your question about'whether I, rnyselt

| ]
-

am -a Communist, as I said I do not belong to any other '_ 

organization,

L
+* s s anidh o s [ ¥

I notice from your pamphlets, one bears-the title =

of "Hands Off Cuba®™. I am curious as to whether this applies
to the Soviet Union as well as to the United States.'_';;17"‘;';h

B

This organization is not occupied at all'with the L:I;?

1Prob1em of the Soviet Union or the problem of International .1 ;ﬂT:f

Conxnunism, Kands Off Cuba 4is the main slogan of this committee. :
It weans, it follqQws our first principle, wbich bhas to do with
non-intervention, in other words keeping your hands off a -
foreign state which is supported by the Constitution and soﬁforth |
and 80 on, ¥e have our own non-intervention laws, that 15.~:7 -

what Hands Off Cuba means, As I say we are not occupi_ed at g11_'---‘

with the problem of the Soviet Union.

.
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o Does your c-oup believe that the Castro Regime 1n
Ou‘ba. 1s not actuany a front for a Soviet Colony in the Westem L
Henispbere? ' ’ » S

Very definitely, Castro is an lndependeqtleadeﬁri_
of an independent country. He bas ties with the Soviet Union

- k. A wpllinllir ' o " - . ' - - . = .
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with the eastern block howvever I-think it is rather obvious . ....0: ..

-i-—.-';

as to wby and when tbey are because of the fact that ve certainly ‘ 1
don't bave any trade with them, We are discouraging trade ':I.th )

that country, with our allies and so forth, so of course be has

to turn to Russia. That does not mean however, that he 1s
independent upon Russia, He receiv_es trade from many countries ’
fncluding Great Britain to a certain extent, France ,ﬂ certain
other powers in the Western Hemisphere. He is even trading with
several of the more ipdependent African States so that you cannot
point at Castro and say that be is a Russian puppet. | He is not. L
He is an 1ndependent person., An 1ndependent leadex in his el
country and I believe that was pointed out very well during the
October crisis when Castiro very deriinitely ‘said tbat although
Premier Khrushchev bad urged him to have oa-sight inspection at
his rocket baées in Cuba, that FIDEL CASTRO refused, '

o'ﬂ



S :_ - Do you feel that the Fair Play for Cuba Cormittee w
would maintain its present line as far as supporting Premien ....- |

Castro if the Soviet Union broke relations with the Castro E e

+ P - -~

Regime 4in Cuba?

¥e do not support the man, We do not support tho
individual., We suF’I‘Nbrt the idea of an independent revolution

- % W -
Y |
S LA S

in the I’estern Hemispbere , free fron American intervent:lon. :1- C e

%e do not support, as I say, the individual. J£ the Cuban - |

people destroy Castro, or if be is otherwise proven to have

e e

betrayed his own revolution, that will not have any bearing

upon this committee. ¥e are a comnittece who do believe that -~

*
- - -+ N

Castro has nct so far, betrayed his country.

Do you believe that. the Castro Regime is a communist =

regime? |
They bave not, well they have said that they‘ are 'a.-‘

VYerxism country, on the other band so is Ghana, SO is several

Every country which emerges from a

- other countries in Africa.
sort.of a futile state as Cuba did, experiments, usually 1in

socialism, in ¥arxism, For that matter, Great Pritaip has

'l":'-.--- v o
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socialized medicine. You cannot say that Cﬁtro is a -

other extreme. It may go the way of China, in other words s &

&

ol - o
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country, his system, so far, He has not had the chance tO .. -

-

become a communist, He 15 an experfmentor, a person who 8 . - . °
trying to find the best way for his country. If he chooses .
a socialist or a marxist or a comnunist way“of life, that is

something upon which 6n1y the Cudban people can pass, Ve do

L e vk . Bugred. - cm A '

not bave the right to pass on that, We can have our own et

opinions, naturally, but we cannot exploit that system and

say it is a bad one, it is a threat to our existence and then

go and try to destroy 1it. That would be ‘against our principles .

of democracy. _

-

As a representative of Fair Play for Cuba Committee,

do you feel that capitalism in any form, or at least capitalism

as we know it, has any place in the future of Cuba,

‘8 - T « & - -
. - i g
. ,

-t .
gl

¥ell, so far the situation bas developed where they,
Cuba is Srrevocably lost as for as capitalism goes ané there will
pever be a capitalist regime again in Cuba. Cuba may go the

way of Czechoslovakiﬁ, ngoslavia or it may go the way to the

- .
o

connunist at this time, because he has not developed his "’ BT



ntter bere in the United States. - L
Does the Fair Play for Cuba Committee have ARy

-

particular position 1n the Cuban, or rather the Chinese and

) Russian conflict? Has it tak?n sides as opposed to China‘'s . 'b

position as congliict or as opposed to Russia's position?

- A .

- » w B | - ™ - . . -
- - L - - i . . - . » - L ' '
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Well, no, wve do not believe on international situations -

. of that sort., As the name implies, Fair Play for Cubdba Committee,

we are occuplied only with the one marrow point of Cuba, the

PR - m—

problem of Cuba and what it is to us, We are not occupied at -
all with the problems of the Russians or the ¥Yugo- .

slavian Russian problems whatsoever, - LT

«

I have bere with me tonight, various pieces of -
1iterature that Mr, OSWALD has ﬁ.een ﬂistributing_ on street - -
corners here in the last wveek, . X'd 1ike to read to you some ‘_ | -
of the titles. The first is a yellow bandbill entitled Hands o
O0ff Cuba, Join the Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans

Charter lember Branch, There is another pamphlet by the name

of "The Revolution must be & school of unfetered thought--

Fidel Castro, There is still apnother pamphlet entitled Fidel . .

Castro Denounces Bureaucracy and Sectarianism, And a :l'durthw’:":

N -
-F . " . il b L il I" »,a " . ¥ "'.- ’ .- L ] ' - * ) - "a - i = » -#1‘-“ """*-". L= i & W, V.“-ﬂ\.' -l "h .'., F . -
[ " » " : )



pamphlet entitled Ideology and Revolution by Jean Paul Sarder. ;j_

I am curious about a fifth pamphlet I bave, Mr, osuu.n 11;1.' M

to me, vas the most interesting. It is entitled The Crime o

--1':,,-"
P

Against Cuba by CARLOS LALMONT. The theme of this pa.mphlet |
is that the fact that the United States was committed 8
grave injustice when it backed the Bay of Pigs Invasion 4in |
1961, . Now 1t has probably a complete ideology here for the_w;
Fational Liberation Kovement type of philospphy that ve here -
know 0f in the mew countries, Picking among the paragraphs R
I see one here that I'd like to here XKr, OSVALD's comment oOn |
and I'd like to qQuote, "Ii is well to recall that the pational
energency proclaimed by President TRUMAN 4in 195(_) during the |
Korean l'a.i' is still in effect in the United States and has been
utilized constantly for the curi;a:llrnent of' civ;:ll liberty".; |

¥hat is your comnent about the veracity of this statement?

¥ell of cour'ce , that is the last paragraph of a very *. S

‘_ iong page, That has to do with the fact that propaganda in

the United States has slanted and shown Cuba and Castro to me

to be in a very bad light, Now they bave mentioned, the United

States Government;has wmentioned that Castro has declared an

. Ap——
s ol

!
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cmergency in Cuba, He has not held elections for :lnstancc » ___,.

bccause of the fact that there is an emergency situation in _:,_:_..._i_,-l.:_‘.':‘ '
Cuba. NXNow the Castro Government is declaring that it is doinz"

just what this points out. It is doing what we did in 1950 and
you recall what happened in 1950, That was during the beginning:

of the Korean War when we felt that we were going to be in & -

very very dangerous situation, VYe ado;oted an emergency lawvw '

which restricted mnewspapers, ‘broadca.sters , radio and TV fron ‘_ .,.

h -, - I - -

giving any opinions, any comments which were not already checked

out by certain administrative Bureaus of the United States '

Governnent., That was under'our emergency. At this time, Fidel .
Castro has his emergency. It is because of us and our o
attitude and because of the attitude of certain other peoplc',
certain other countries inm Latin America; certain other ccuntries.'
Thic is the parallel, the parallel which this is talking about,

An emergency 1n our country at that time and an emergency im

it

. L =1 ~ -
- Y .
- "“ -I--'-T‘ '_'l'l*'--""-li-'n-'- J\ \-"-l » ol !

their country at this time. T O PO SRS S

i’r, OSWALD this is very 1nterest1ng to me to tind out

about the restriction on newspapers in 1950 because I was in the

cewSpaper business at that time and I do not recall seeing any

such governnent bureau establisbed in my office to tell us what L

to print; Exactly wkat do you have reference to? _

. Y . - L
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L Wc..., I kave refcrence to the obvious fact that '*f::.;";: PR
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during wvar tine baoﬁﬁzard guesses and information are mot -

given by anyone., In regards to military strategical commentsﬁ?ij :
sucﬁ as connents or leaks about. new fronts or movements and
so forth., FKews was controlled at thaf time to that extent as_uQ
it is always controlled during a war or a.nationalemqrgency;” |

elw ays. - ' ' ' .

. .

- [ r '
® . -y - -, -4 oa . - o At R

Do you feei that pews is controlled in the Unitedr"_
States today regarding Cuba? -

It is a self control, yes, imposed by most newsPapers.';,
O0f course 1 don't'know'whether I an being fair but of coursevl |
would have to point to the Times Picayune-States Item syndicated,
eince it 1S the only paper we have in New Orleans and a very -

restricted paper it is. The Fair Play for Cuba Comrnittee has

often approached this paper with information or comments and . e
this paper has consistently refused because of the fact that |

it is sympathitic to the anti-Castrorregime. Jt has systen-th

atically refused to print any objective matter, giving the

other man's viewpoint about Cuba. iy | - _



¥ould you care to 1ist the dates and the pe}sons "; -r.f
who you talked to at the paper that refused to print your | «.

. material? | ® . . . ; l. .. * _ -- . L. . , K ':,;"’"

Y do pot know the nane of the reporter. I did
speak to the City Editor, 1 spoke to him one week ago and I

- -' '
il -'_q.._':_r'l & .a

spoke to him yesterday, Friday, which was i.rmnediately after ..
our demonstration when I and several other of my members had

a demonstration in front of the International Trade }art vhich

S i s i

was filmed by WDSU-TV and shown last night on the news. At that |

time, 2:00 I went to the Times Picayune, informed them of our

demonstration, which was very well covered by WDSU-TV a.nd they -
 told me at that time that due to the fact that they were not

sympathetic to this organization or to the aims and ideals of -

this organization that they would not print any information that

I gave them. They did say tbat 1f I would care to write &
jetter to the editor they might put that in the Letter to the |

Editor Column, | o
Er. OSWALD does it make any difference to you if

any of the activities of the local branch of the Fair Play for

Cuba Committee benefit the Communist Party or the goals of — - -

. - - . L o=
|

Intermational Communism? | | . |

b
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lell that is vhat ¢ believe you would term a loaded

question. However, I will attempt to answer it. It is ,r f

S -
‘)?‘;" .

1nconsistent with my 1deals to support communism ’ ny personal

ideals. It is inconsistent witb the ideals of the Fair Play

1 *

for Cuba Comnittee to support 1deals of 1nternational communism. '

-.-.,q s -

%e are pnot occupied with that problem, We are occupied with '

At

: the problem of Cuba. Ie do not believe under o,ny circumstances

- - ,-‘.-"'- -

that in supporting our 1deals about Cuba, our pro-Castro 1deals
we do not believe that that is inconsistent with believing 1n N
democracy., Quite the contrary. We believe that it 1is a_ D
necessity in supporting democracy to support Fidel Castfo ahd |

Nad s0 much ‘

his right to mazke his countiry any way bhe wants to.

the right to destroy us of our rights about defense. 1In other
words, we do not feel that we are supporting inferna?ional L

compunism or communism, in supporting Fidel Castro.

What other political leaders in Latin America do you o

. -
"h"_"’"’ _'h‘" |

feel fulfill the Fair Play for Cuba Committee's requirement.s N

~ for a democratic political leader?

¥Well, you know there's a funny story about Latin
Arerica. It goes something like this. Coffee, bananas, sugar
and a few other products.' In other words that refers to the

so called banana countries which like Cuba up to this ¢ime ha.d

: " " b 5 —
* -~y .o '-\.-' . - . -

¢



]
-
. '_‘..,,,, ....*_," .

RN T g S S R o e S e T R T T
o T T T T TRy vy Er TRt e smpy e
—EEERETT - NN -
R i B o TeeeT T TamsT U 70 T T N ——— =
o S T T

.}:.i
:

LR | one crop agriculture, a one Crop economy and uhere did thoso ,, -

crops go? 'rhey went to the United S:ates., Now the attitude of

those countries who are controlled by the United States, v.hosor

economy depends almost 100 per cent upon who much money the U

United States pours into them, those countries can be expected

to give an independent viewpoint on Cudba or Castro. The fevw .

countries which abstained at certain {nternational inter-American

eetings during the last year, are those countries which are
big enough to support tbenselves. Those countries being only
Brazil, Argentina and perhaps on some occasion the democratic

republic of Costa Rica, which is by the way, the only democratic

republic in all of Central America.
Yhat is your definition of democracy? R s
My definition , well the definition of democracy,

that's a very good one. That's a very controversial viewpoint,

You know, it used to be very clear. but now its not.
thers drew up the Constitution, they considered

You know

when our forefa

of argument, of finding the truth.
right of having life} liberty and the pursuit of happiness.l

Latin Acerica they have ncneé of those rights, none of them at

all. And that 4s my defipitio

n of democracy, the right to be in

a minority and not to be suppressed The righ_t to see fﬁor c

o
o

1-;‘
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for yourself without government restrictions., Such countries f;;"

as Cuba and we are restricted fro'n going to Cuba.

'"l'.p-l""'l e p

)r. OSVALD when was the last time you were 1n Lati.n

Anerica? _ B _ . _
I have been only to Kexico in wy life, sir., I am
not fully acguainted with Latin America personally but then I

am pot the president of this organization either, I am only &

.
."h'

.-' -~
'-‘-‘

volunteer, 2 secreta.ry of this local chapter. I do not claim .

to be an expert on Latin America, but then very few people do.

Certzinly it is obvious to me, having been educated here in KNew

Crleans and baving been instilled with the ideas of democracy
and objectiveness, that Cuba and the right of Cubans to self
determination is more or less self evident and one does not ha?e
to travel throuch Central and South America. One does not have
to travel throuzh these countries to see the poverty in Chile
or .'uru or the suppression of democratic liberties between the

Szmoz2 broiters in KNicaragua in order to draw one's conclusion a‘bou_t”

—hf

-

Cuba.
Does the Fair Play for Cuba Comnittee have any opinion
about the suppression of democratic liberties in FKungary in 1956

or the poverty in any oi the eastern blocked countries today?.

i




Officially no, but of course we bave bur own

.- . -
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c;pi‘nions about such situztions, l'e consider that Russia.n :’
imperialism is a very bad thing, | It wvas a bad thing in *'-r-‘;i-f ,
”Bunﬂary. We certainly do not suoport dictatorship or the L
suppression of any peoPles anywhere, but as I say and as I |
must stress, we are preoccupied only vith the problem o:!

Cuba, officially. : ' '

e T - - e = W . F I . g lw - yE » . =’ . L - e
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IR We'll return for more questions after this messaBO- R

(comuercial). o | | o "','

Mr. OSVALD you have the title of Secretary of the

New Orleans Chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba Comnittee, hovever
you have just said that you have pever been to Latin America
except for a few ventures into Mexico. ' In that case, just

exactly bow do you get your information concerning Latin American

affairs or Latin Averican conditions? e
- well as 1 say we are preoccupied with the problem .
of Cuba, Tbere are correSpondents that corre5pond with the
bezdouarters in Kew York from Cuba, directly from Cuba., that
is where we get the information about Cuba. Now in revards to

Latin and Central America, you do not have your Own correspondent

there., <The AP and the UP cover it very well and they certainly




‘“’ A very clear picture o? the situation in certais countries, -

. J

| Kicaraﬂua, etc., as I mentioned, which have very undemocratic

rezimes, dictetorships, and as I say these thinﬂs are well knm
by everyone and they are accepted as truth, For instance o 'ho ‘ '
will be able to f£ind any official or any person who knows about

Latin America who will say tha;t Nicaragua does not have a dictator-

ship? _— | y S e
- Vez;y interesting that you should mention dictatorships
in Ficaraczua, because we, naturally familiar with the pilkac'e , o
have heard about these dictatorships for .many many years but it
is curious to me as to wby mo Nicaraguans fled to the United |

States last year whereas we had possibly 50 to 60,000 Cubans -

fleeing froxz Cuba to the United States. ¥hat is the Fair Play

for Cuba Committee's official reply to this?

¥ell, a good cuestion, Nicaraguan situation 1s
considerably diﬁerent from Castro's Cuba. People are inclined not
to flee their countries unless sone pew system, new tactor,'enters
into their lives. I must say that very surely no new factors':?'* |
have entered into Nicaragua for about 300 years, in fact the
people live exactly as théy have - always lived in Nicaragua, 1
am refering to the overwhelming majority of people in fi’icaragua. '
which is a futile dictatorship with 90% of tbe people engaged

1n- acriculture., These peasants are uneducated, They have one

17



of the lowest living standards in 2all of tbe western hemisphero {;'
«nd 80 because of the fact that no new factor, no liberatinz o
factor, bas entered into their lives, they remain inﬂlcaragua;lf_
Xow the people who have fled Cuba, that is an interesting -
situetion. Needless to say, there are classes of crinuinals;
there are classes of pe0p1e+wh0=are*ianted-in'Cuba fdr crimes
acainst humanity and most of those people are the same‘perle'”
who ;r; in New Orlears and have set themselves up in stores “";j“jf“
with blood money and whouen"aﬂe in day to day trade withfﬁet = 8

Orleanians., Those are the peOple who would certainly not want

to go back to Cuba and who would certainly want to flee Cuba,
There are other classes. There are peasantswho-do not like

the collectivization in Cudban agriculture., There are others .
who bhave one reason or the other in their legitimate reasoms, .
reasors of opinion for fleeing Cuba. kost of these people fleeﬁ
by legzl mears, They are allowed to leave after requesting
the Cuban Govercment for exit visas. Some of these paople Ior.:.;f_f

L

some reasons or another 4o mot like to apply for these visas or
tbey feel that they cennot get them; they flee, they flee Cuba

in boats, they flee any way they can go and I think that the
opinion and the attitude of the Cuban Government to this 1is

good riddance, : . B
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l.r. OSHALD, thie is ver 7 interesting because as' a ‘:.;-‘.,...

J‘" -
-;

reporter in this field, :to... sone time I have been :lnterviewinz

refugees nox for abotl three yesrs and I'd say that the last ' ’ _,

Batista man, officially, ‘that I talked to Jeft Cuba sbout 23 yearz
aco and the rest of them I've talked to have been taxicab drivers,'
laborers, cane cutters, and that sort of thing. I thought thi.s
revolution was supposed to benefit these people. What is the .

- T "” '4‘ oy - "‘-‘ 4 g gvp e - 1 =™
- . L a
b | '

Fair Play for Cuba Cormittee's position on this? _

P B - ... iy -
- . ‘
- . 1.--.,,-*'1-., "‘t"”’--f... ”’ a4

¥ell, as I say there a.r;e different‘ classes, A minority -
o! these people are as I say, people who were Batista crimina.ls
and so forth. It may mot be true thet the people fleeing |
nowadays are completely cleansed of Batisia elements, certainly
sone of these Batistaites have been biding or have been engaged‘
in counter-revolutionary activities ever &ince the Bay of Pigs
Invasion and even before that, just after the revolution, :I.n -

other words they have remained underground. Undoubtedly the

overwhelming majority of people during the last year for 1nstanco L

'-ll 'l"-
& imalr L]

who have fled Cuba have been non-Batistaites, rather peasants .
class. You say the revolution is supposed to benefit these o
people., You know its very funny about revolutions, Revolutions |
recuire work, revolutions require sacrifice, revolutions, and
our ovn included, recuire a certain amount of rationing, a - - -

certain amount of celluses, a certain amount of sa.critice:f

b * w

Ca
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Sacrificing ones own personal ideezs about countries, citizen- — -

;—J.A -r- h '- - ol

ship, work, indicates people who have fled Cuba have not bee:_:

"

adble to 2dapt thexseclves to tic.se new féctors vhfch beve entered‘ |

tbese peoples' lives. These people are the uneducated. These

people are the people who do not remzin in Cqba. to be educated
by young peopie who are afraid of the alphabet, wio are a,fraid_
of these new things wh_ich are occurring, who are afraid that_hm )
the{r would lose something by collectivization. They wére afrai&" o
that they would lose something by seeing their sugar crops taken
away and in place of sugar crops, soxe other vegetable, soume
other product, planted, because Cuba has alvays been a one
product country, more or less, These are the people who have not
been able to adapt. N

¥r. OSWALD, you say their sugar crops. blost of the
Cubzans I have talked to that have' had anything to do with
acriculture in the last year and a bhalf have not owned one
sinzle acre of ground, they wére cane éutters.:’-".}:

That is correct and they are the ones that are fleeing
the Castro Regime,

That is correct sir, That is very very trué and I am

very glad you brought that point up, You know, it used to be
that tbese people worked for United Fruit Coxpany, the Anerican

conpanies enzaged in sugar refinery, oil relipery in Cuba. -



'Tbey'wo*“ed g.rewwmonths €eVCery year during the cane cutting

or sugar refining season. 'They never owned anything, and *-;
| they feel now that that 1ittle bit | o

crops t0 make a new éconony and so they. feel that
been robbed they feel that

they have | -

they have been robbed of the right
to do as they please because of the fact

that the Government e
its économy, to industrialize

itself, so they figure they have been robbed..
realize is that

now depends upon its‘people to build

¥hat they do not
they have been robbed of the right to be

exploited robbed of the right to be cheated, robbed of the

right of New Orleanian Cozpanies to take away what vas

rightiully
theirs.

Everybody getsian
This s collectivization and thic is very bard -

Of course they have to share noyw.

equal,portion.

On so0ze people, 10n,peopleiprerering the dog eat dog economy.

What do you refer to as the dog eat dog economy? *“ﬁ?“M

— W

Is that Capitalism in your definition? @ =~ '~ T T ot

No that is an economy where the People-do not depend

on each other, they have no reelings of nationality, they have

Do feelings of culture, they bave no reelings of any ties

wvhatsoever on a high level, It is every man tor himself, ‘That

is what I refer to by dog eat dog,

21
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Are you femiliar with the existence of a Black

diarket in Soviet Russia or in Red China, whereas the majority

- in the Soviet Union only for western apparel, and certain other . -

of the populists get their food, their truck crops and vegetables’

and such from this market, Do you know of sué¢h a market? .

¥Well I know about the fact that there is a market

- .
. R .

items. There 1is no black market in the Soviet Union for food -

none whatever., By black market, I assume that you mean & . -

situation where food is either stolen or grown in one area

. _ -
F o o wrwa-" = =

in 1939, For a8 short length of time during my childbood I

and taken to another area and sold covertly, under cover. Ko

such system exists in Russia,

¥r., OSVALD, I am curious adbout your personal background.

'

If you could tell something about where you came from, y Our'_‘

education and your career to date, 1t would be interesting.

I would be very happy to. I was born in New Orleans

v el -

’ -
wT dge t "-'. ri' - » .

1ived 1n Texas and New York, During my Junior High School days ’
I attended Beauregard Ju_or Fich Scbool., I attended that school

for two years, Then I went to Warren Easton High School and I

attended that school for cover a year, Then my family and X

- --r\--. i T

Pomd ;7

moved to Texas where we bave many relatives and I continued my
’ ." -

schooling there. I entered the United States Marine Corps 4n -
1956, 1 spent three years in the United States Marine Corps,

- , y ] _ ' <

r
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startinﬂ out s a Private,'working my way up th-ough the ranks~.

o

to the‘position.of Buck Sergeant and I served honorably, having :““
been discharged. Then I went back to work in Texas and havc'*;flf
recently arrived in New Ofleanswith'iy family, with nmy vifoﬁqu*

- .. - . [

and my child, - S

Vhat particular event in your life made yoquecide '
tbat the Fair Play for Cuba Cormittee had the correct answers
about Cuban-United States relations? .'5'27~.r.:irli;lh}l;.:ji;3;L»i
Vell of course, I bave only begun to notice Cuba*since 1
the Cuban Revolution, that is true of everyone, I thirk, I
became acquainted with it about the same time as everybody else, -
in 1960, 1In the beginning of 1960. I 2lways felt that the _' |
Cubans were beinz pushed into the Soviet block by Armerican
policy. I still feel that wzy. OCOur policy, if it bad been
Landled differently and many others much more informed than
I have szié the same thing, if that situation bhad beexn band}ed 1
¢iffereatly we would not have the big problem of Casiro's Cuba . .
-now, the big international politiczl problem. Althouzh I feel '
that it is a jest and a right development in Cuba,istill*wé*-ﬂ

coulc be on much friendlier reliations with them and had the

Government of the United States, its Governnent Agencies,

particularly certain covert, under cover agencies like the new

[
i *. "
[ 3

defunct CIA,
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Kell, its leadership is now defunct. ALLEK DULL..S_:_..‘;’T’T’_

is now defunct. I believe that without 211 that meddling, with

a little bit different bumaritarian handling of the situation,

Cuba would not be the prodblem it is today. BT .
Is there any particular action of the United States '
Government do you feel that pushed Castro into Soviet arms?

Well as I-say, Castro's Cuba., even gfter the i -
revolution was still a one crop economy, basing its econo:ny o
on sugar, ¥hen we sla.shed the Cuban sugar quota, of course

we cut their throats., They had to turn to some other country.

They had to turn to some other hemisphere in which to sell this |
one product. They did so, and they bhave sold it to Russia and
because of that Russian sucar is now down quite a bit, whereas ours

is goinz up and up and up and I believe that was the big factor,

the cuttinz of the suzar quota.
Do you thirk that the United States Government, under - : -

President EISENEOVELR ever wanted to help the Castro Regime? '

Ever offered or showvn any help to 1it?

True to our democratic policies, certain policiés |
vere acopted, very late, but adopted, but the goveracent helped
Figel Castro while he was still in the mountains, that is very

true. We cut off hid to Batista just before the revolution,

T X
' i
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Just before it. That was too late., ¥We had already done - - 5;.5' ”“"’ T.

more hearm than we could bave done before. We were just rats

leaving a sinking ship, you see. That was pot ;he thing to _d_?_f' o

¥e have however, as I say, helped him, We have new cut off all

that help. . | s ' “ - ., "'.
There is one point of view which I have heard to the"_ S
effect that Castro turned left because he could not get a.ny

e

; .

aid tor industrialization in Cuba trom the United States. Doo{

the Fair Play for Cuba Ccmaittee believe that? .

- v ol G-
- )
e = -

Noi entirely, no. Ve feel that was a factor, certainly.

But we feel that the current of history is pow running to t'ha.t

extreme, in other words countries emergingz fron

B N e

donination are definitely adopting socialistic, s

marxist even on occasion what will be in the future, eommunist

rezimes and communist 4nclinations. You see, this 1is something

which is apparently a world trend. LR el B R :.-._..--._--:...-;_:-_s_......i..f_.-‘_-f:-;

Does the Fair Play for mba Committee believe that
this trend should also be copied in the United States?

Yo, the Fair Play for Cuba Committee is occupzed only
with the Cuban problem., I do pot think tha.t they feel that way,

-
w il -
. - [ - - . -
no . . | [
.
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T ee-=three gentl emen, the sudject namely rﬂvolving ::

arours Cubz, Our gussts tonigcht are LSE BARVEY OS'-;?I.I.D, vho T

i3 secretary of the New Orleans Chapter of the Falr Play for

Cubza Connittee. -It is & New York headquartered organization =

which is generally recognized as the principél voice of the o
Castro Government in this country. Our second guest is ED --

BUTLER, who is executilve d..-ector o2 the_lnformation Counci‘.l.
of the Zperica2s, vhich is Lacdguerterad in Xew Orleans and .
specializes in ¢éistridutizg tati-cozuunist ecucationcl materials

throughou't Latin Acericsz; ané our third guec. is CARLOS BRENIERE

(phonetic), Cubzr refugee, and New Orleans decleznie of the
Revolutionary Stucent Directorate., It is one oI lLe more
active anti-Castro refugee organizations,

2iLL, $f you will briefly background the situztion

| a’syouknow 1t' L e e Lo L T

S . Tharpx you BYLL, PFirst, for those who 'donr'i:ﬁkr;évit‘o'oi Sl
muc;s adout the backoround o2 the Fair Pity for Cuba Conmuittee,

. this is en organization that specializes crieriay dn distri-
buting literature and is tased in Nev Yori:, Fos il several
years in which it has been in exisience, it Les o5..oced prip-

cipally out o2 the Zast and out of the T'est Coast eal & Levw

college cazpuses. Recently, however, attemptis hevc been made )

[ | - » -
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tfoiled by the Soviet'Uhibn. Another c.ré¢inzl point of the

fo o 8 = -

to o ganizo & Cck pte"' bere in New Orleans, The only neraber ?’;
of the group to k2 ve revealed himself publicly so far is d;'i;gﬁi%‘*
23 year-o0ld = FLRVEY OS‘:‘:’ALD. wvho 1is secretary for the locn

.ch2pter of the Fair Play for Cuba Contittee. He first came _i;'

to public notice several days ago when he was arrested and
convicted for disturbing the peace. The ruckus in which‘he'f‘ta

was 1n,-_‘ed started when.several local Cuban rerugees, in- .

S -l'*"'_.-,,.

cluding CARLOS BRENIERE, who 13 with us tonignt, dzscovered #55

hio distributir; pro-CASTRO literature on 2 downtown.street.

-

Mr. OSUALD gad BR=:ISRZ sre with us bere tonight to give us

opposinz vievs on tre Fair Plzy for Cuba Cozmittee, and itsf --

objectives, low, I belfeve I was prodably the first New Orleans

reporter to interview Xr, CSV/LLD on his activity here since he

first caoe into public view, L2st Saturdcy, in addition to _'
Eﬁving kim on my show, we ked a very long &ai¢ ranbling qQues- -
tion and ansver session over various points oi dogma and limet

of the Feir Plcy for Cuba Committee, Now, I'll give jbuf@ff;

very brie? digecst of some of the principal propaganda lines. -

a I use propzgands &S, rather, I should say informational lines L

for the Fair Play for Cudz Committee. Number one: The prin-
cinzl thinz that they f{nsist is thot CASTRO's government today

i completely free and independent and is nos in eny way con- ; |

-
- ] . . '
- & _bl & = e >
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Fair Play :tor Cuba Co":ni tee's pro;::.ge.nda :.'..s th...t Pz'e.aier
p :;"'J

the United Etetes Goverrzeat refuscd to offex hiz f...._..:c.*.:.l -_ '.%f'

8ié. In followir: wnoiher line, I tsz2l lr, CGlllils 2 he had .
¢

ever Or %6 & re=der of tlhe Connunzl

" of 4
“J
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the only or-u=izztioa 1o which Lz teiorzed wis e ...2¥ Pl

for C\.b" Co-=‘*tee. !.r. CC.I2ID tlsc guve we this L. .loum on'

Nl

his pe::so.;al bacizrovid, Ee saic tkzt ke was 2 rative of ;.ew SRR

- -

Crleans, bac attended Becurezerl Jr. Eigh Schodl el ‘;;:...;.r..-,-n
Ezaston Eic: SchLool, had eatercé the U, O. Xorinz COoXps in 1683

ard woe Lomorably ¢ischarzed in 1€E2, IZe soid Curinl pre. rLous
o s B

~terviev he kad lived in Fort Vortihk, Teizs, beilse SCIarl here

to establich £ Pair Play for Cuba ckpter Seversa VLIS 8Z0,.

'3

Fovever, there were a few itenc enporeatly 4 ex.2ct .1r..t

Lr. OS';."!.LD lest out of tuis ori~inni interview, wiichk wes proa-

cip:-.l...y vhere he lived besvesn 1080 wié 1832, Ir. :L-‘:.‘..SI:

brought sone ncw“,,;... er clip=ince to &y wiieation, &nd I else .. .- o

found sonie t roucsn en ince,choc:t fovestiTation~=.lulingvon

nevsnazer cliprpiazs to the eficew thesr U», O2ULLD i ....ttc e

to rercunce Lis American citizenship dn 1088 £ud Booonz £ Soviet

Y
citizen., There was anotker clipping cated 1€7Z2 soyvinz tia
§'w. CSUALD bzl returned froz the Soviet Union vith Lis wile
and child afier havinz 1lived there for three yeors. - .
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SWALD  That is correct. yes, . L oL bonc D Lok
. LAl N - o = ) e
- You did live in I'ucssia for three years? = G A AT on
-5 .
- - . . bt . g e . - -
- - QOSVLLD . That is correct, &2d 1 thizi: 41t 1s the fact th‘.t
o | <. oLl
... T dicé 1ive for s tine 2= 2hke Soviet Uuion thes P’ivcs e eX—
N ¢ i"--:‘ o .'i -, -

e cellent qQualificetione to re;ufizte cherges t.o: tbe Fair

Plcy for Cuda Cozzi ee is cor.::nunis.. co.......o..-cc.. D

- . | | | .
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-~ EBILL I..r. ET “"II: Z,” perrips you would 1ike to dis';-,ut,"i;_.t-.é..'.“-._'.'_--__“;.-I..,;....-;,Z-_:;_,-.,
[ thetpotmt, o S
Br=ITnE Tell, I «---= the naze 0 the orzimizstios that you

represent herc in the city because I hove some ==~--=]zir Play ;% 7

T for Cuba Coonittee or Fair Ploy for Tuzsic Cc ..:-.:‘i.ttcc? i ':_ "L
SITLYD Tell, thet 1s, of course, very nrovocative que:tion;
| I doa’t think it requires an &rswer, ; | ﬁ ",
. oIt I will tell fou shy. Eecceuse bafore the conzunists -
tzlie over Cubz, Cubz was tke head o the Lutin Azcricen cqx:n-' |
ﬂ__ ~ tries and I cacn showi you, in Cubz iz 19581 eve:y :7;::.;-30.15 has—-t___*.;h
an 2utoaobile snd in Russie was 200 percons for ozc zu:tozobile. e
In Cuba voes si persons 2for ‘one racio, &uf in nussiz v 20 s
persons for one recdio, 1In Cubzs was 0=z teievision sci for 18 -
persons and in RNussie was 85 persozxs for one televisicx set, I';";' "
Cuba wos oae teleptoie. for every & pes scns, anc; in 'E.'.r.::«‘sie.é;r.é one _
teiephone for every $80 persons. Cubz wos se......unﬂ tne suzor L -
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-"EJPH;-;‘ e &7 S --_4. |
RES narket and the United Statﬂs we.s pe.yin,, to Ct.‘.)" tha" price 1n roi
...-::'::.!'E -...-‘h' .. __. . e - - —re = "p Jt-"...,‘: ;-"t -
-t ,- you o  epte. TTr
| dollars. Rif"‘zt now, Cubsa is se11 ng the s ar to nus sia; e
S Rus'=ia is payi to Cubz £0 pe" ceat 1in Ih.-a..c, m..chi ry Iron
Rucsie, 2nd 20 per cent in dollars. | thim: t at Cuse r:lght S

now is & colony 02 Russia and the people wio ere lez2v -23 CLb:.. -

every day, who is escapin" Cuba every azxy, thes' ¢ s«EL3rec "'-th - f' :
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""" " gou thet you ere re““csen*in" tke peogsle of Cuba.' Lar’b#iyd’i Pak :-'_""”“
'; are represexting the colony of Russit here et thi'-' Q62 t, bu. .-‘l

| . hot- the pecple of Cuba., TYou cannot teke th;.t re5po..s* bil ty.

- OSTALD ¥ell, in order to give ¢ clezr, concis:e anc‘; s ozt" ..... %‘ '
—_-.': . aaswer to each of those, let's saf, cuessions, I woulc s;ay ' .. )

thet the focts end figusce f:.-o:, oh & couziry iiie Pakist a.n e
-7 or Burma woculd even reflect more light on Cubs ia relation e

to how m2ay television sets &né¢ bow pany radios &23 e.‘l tha.tt"
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" The Fair Pl::,r for Cubda Committee. es the name 1mp’ ies > ‘is con- - -?-'-'-3-; .
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" pUTL=R Eov many people 4o you have in your comnittece here '

in New Orieans? o T .
... OSIALD -1 cannot revecl that as seuretary of thn “air P y L
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cUrLEr - Is 11 8 secret society? S e T '”—:t.
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OSULLD ho, kr. BUTL_,R, it is not- however, 11: i'= s.a.ndaru K
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. Operating procedure for a political organization consis ..ed of a - -

political tx:....nori.t;’f to safe"ua.rd the nazec and the pucber of its <
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.. see tuem hiding their nembership. S O T ST D VR S TP P R

’ : ~an established..politica.l a.'-ty re :eé.e::t'in: 3 great ::any-
L people. They represert no rediczl point c2 view. Tb_ely do' n;t -

B LRI ] .- L . e

é.‘.__._ -~ bzve & very viclent anl soxzctibes exotiionel opmseitioz ...s we -

1;- 1;: "__ do, - -4»:-# e e e dm el e e e N e e g e P DT e ..#_, _* ew e
"' “ BUTLER  ©3, I see. 1'-'0';:16. you say thea t'azif the Fet r "lay ft;r o
*"" - Cuba Concittiece is not & coucunist Zfroat organizatiou? - “ -

# : ) OSVLLD  The Seaxte Subcom'a...ttee.' who have occupio.a 13 *e;:asei;é-sr”-
" - withk investigating the Fair Pley for Cubz Co.........ttee, sve found'
h | thzt there is nothinz to conaect the two. coaniitees., Ve have -— | --

... 0% view of taxes, ellegiance, aversion a&né so fortk., The find—"."

.. EUTLZR ' Y ell
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you just cace.

been investisce

anZgs Lkave beea as I s2y, ebsolutely gzers. T T T

. CILUELLD Tiie honorary chaircan of the comnittec--thz name of -

 thzt percon I certeinly don't know. . - e =

ted Lroz severzl points o7 vievw, ‘I‘h::.t ié, poiﬁts
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cucstion. ¥Tho is the secretary ©F 4he Zois iy for Cub
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BU‘L'E: ~ Eis nane 15 "ALDO F-:.P.l._., and ) B - quot j_ﬂﬁr "vo: tke ke
. . - tapll . -

Rew }assecs of Septecber, 1932. The title of his article 131,#” L

wrovw X came to communisn™, & svzposius by \"A..DO Frinil, “\.hcre ,;,-"_;,'_,; -,...' .

I stanad and Sow I got There". Kow, ict me £k you.s second

- -

Coznmitiec~--the matiornzl sceretary? = 0 . '
CC ety '."ell, w2 kave 2 2stiontl ¢is ac.or vl ol Y. T,

.22, vho hhs reue:t 1y seterasd £z Cuto exé, wooiwis o1 the oL
foct that the Tnitel States CGovara=eznt hee impesel reziriclidns
= trovzl to Cuitz, ke dc row vnrox Zzdictmezt for Zis {raveiling

to Cubda., Thric, bkovever, 4t Zs very convenlient Lo Or; tli=

gations to &xa~ out this ¢ that literature purpertins to €00V

2 fect v-lch bkas not been estoblished in law, I Rove szilc th:'v.t

ue Foir Piay for Cubdba Co...... +4ec heo Ce2ipitely tesa Znvestl-

>

gated., Thot ie very true. I kave ticdo stic tact the totzl

fnvestigation was zevo. Tt is, the Teir Py

o |
O
U
f=
p-d
ch
O
H
e»

for Cud2 Conzitiee is ndT)ror on the Atiorzay CGznzril't subdb- . .
~cive list., Zny other materizl be moy Lov: e supexliudus,

EUTman Ee, OSULIN, 42 I poy bLreck in o oozoni, C bBelicve

24+ woes meniioned that you &t ore tice &Szel 10 ¥lllunic your
fasricen citizenship eaéd becore & citizzn of the Coviet Tnion.

-s tktat tue? - | B |
CS"‘!.L.: Tell, I gon't thinlz that has & pzrtzct.l 1-w>or.. to

PR d-t scuscion, ¥Fe eare discussinz the Cubaa=rmericen reictions,
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\'«'ellg I think it oS & bearin, to ’this e: tcnt, o ",
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W OS ALD. You sy t.')')a“ently that Cuba is no ot do::ina.ted ‘by AT XS

_,._'::. A ’_'": - - | - _".i.n“ﬂfv 1-" .'f:’ T

"' - Ruscia end yet vou apparently b;' your ovn m.st ac.ions bave %:-?e..':ﬁm

' o anf " for l‘ussia £nd perh ps for co:L..un‘ s:; u..ut"o.x_,.. '3 don't: P
;— ‘;"*.‘ -now you a&lrit thet you eithe. are L. cor:m_..i t o...- aeve been-t‘-i
" o 'co::;nu:z tet. Could you straighten out that point?__ f.:-:er' yog__g;Z:. "’ Il
- o , S A N

| hzve yo3: beea a co...m.mist? B T
ORI _ e e T e e e S e
#' - OSTLLD Yell, X had ‘ans wered that prior to nis probra.m on c"‘ ::---
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Urited States Government through certoin agenciecs, ramel y the .¢;¢3

utate?DCpartment and the C’A,‘has raée uozunehtal E stL:cs 1n -

. -*’: s ™
.

its relations with Cuba, mistues viich sre pughf_ n-~ ch,a 13450 ‘- -'--f_

."”-—1
~ &

this fetr o7 nctivity 02, let's £y, . & very Gom:atic comzuzist

- -l"i-,‘ .

counalry 2c Caina, _ - * - C e

BILL SIATCR Xr, OSTLLD, would you say tiat vwhen CASTRO first

w

took pover, would you 2Zrec that tle Uzited States vos very

friendly with CLSTIS, that the p...o;...e o7 ".::.is cou::t:-y ted - ‘_-"'_f*’*’:":'*-"

P e B

1*"-‘ -“.. r -"h'- .

nothin" but edaire tiou for Lic, ¢that thcv WEIe Vvery glag oo

See B--_IQT,_ ‘,t'- o Out?

e >

STALD Y would ssy that the cctivities of the U-2:c

1

i
£

tetes

b

Goverrizzat in reh;rd to BLTICSTL were ¢ nerifesintiocn ¢f not £0
much support for FIDEL CALSTRO, but rather withlérowiz- o0f supnort

frox BLTISTL 4ip otler worde, vwe stopred firzioseats to TiICTA,

k2t we shoull have doae wzs tc teke thoze earnanents eni doop

thez into the £iecre lizestre (phoaetic) vhere TIDIL CLITR{ could
|

kave used them, As for probzble scntiment 24 thot tino; <adiax -
ot trot tixe, evez before th: rC""Lﬁia;, L0 woDo TuTLiius “

of oiiicizl corae=t &ané sc forthk Z-oc goveramint officicle gxzirse

L

YIDZTL C.STR0.

E, SAT0R Yo kzve meves been 0 Cubt, €2 counse; bat wiy

&xre the pedzle 1in Cuba stfarving today?

'

OSTALD

Tell, r any country emeszing froc e sezi-cclonizl ™

tete .28 eubariines upon reforss vhich recuire a Civersi? cu.io_ |

LR

o2 eZricuiture, you are going to rave shortages;

s 13
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Copy right, 1963
by Villian X. Stuckey .
2317 Stlt. Sto

Bev Orlem, la,

b e

lee Earvey Osvald, the Ran sharged with the nu.rde;r of President John Pom o —— -

Kernedy, vas hnving troudle drinldu his Deer,
-~ Ye vere sitting in a 'bar at Royal and ‘l'ouloun in Kev Orleann' Prenah :

- . : -

Qunrter at adbout 7 pem,, Augult 21, 1963. Yor the first time since I bad met
hin five &ays before, he soened to Yo relaxed while talking wvith me. His only

- discomfort seened to De the tuto of the beor, whieh made hin wince slightly,

"I's not used ¢to drinking boor any more,* he uid. ®The deor in Russia 1- '
- %00 dad, 80 I got into the habit of drinkdng Vodka. You knov, in Ruuh. they
don't believe &n sipping. They t1u¢ it dovn, They drink for keeps.®

' il . . ] .
’l-'~' o

Ee choked down another svallov, and oontimod.
"My father-in-lav taught me hov to &rink Yodka I couldn't aff oxﬂ to 'buy

too much of it, since I was nldng only a‘bout 80 Rudbles & month as a wctory
worier, But my fatherbin-hv oou.ld buy all he oculd drink ke vn . Busainn Am -'

oolonel, making over 300 Rudles & month, ¥Yhen ]I used to go visit his daughtcr -
( the forwer Yarina Prossa, nov Osvald's wife ), he'd dring out'the Vodka and _ '

ve'd start slugging 4t down, Russian style,” | ' *"_h_
On that moist Suzner might in the French Quarter, Osvald's geyyereziie
conversation had an exotiec and alfen ring. The sane was true of his ¢lothes =

8 bheavy, Yaggy fxm iron-gray fx:t flannel suit, .

©o T ehaEHiaveR ot deurmead




- applied for citi:omhip in the Soviet Union 4im 1959 shortly after he had bun | T
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- “They still bave a Jot to Jearn about making suits vhoro 1've been," ho uu
'“h & slight sxile, The hﬁﬂtﬂﬁl; hplication vas that ho had obtaino!

- -

the suit 4n Russia or an Iron Curtdn country,. T
Barlier that day, through uy nevs sources, I bad fownd that Osvald had

discharged fron the H.ﬁrim Corpo. ( Yhen tallkdng of his discharge, Osvald i
Vmﬂd produce a card from his b111fold shoving that he had been diocharggd T
| honorably ) Bis request for Soviot oitigenship was turned down, he told Be, ) N

but be nontteless managed to 1110 in Russia for the next three years mrxxx as

4
o

-r. '".

8 resident alien, _ ‘
A fev minutes earlier that evening, in ansver to a Question frow nQ, Osvald

adcitted in & radio yprogras on WPSU mdio; Fov Orleans, that he had lived in tho

. Soviet Union for three years. But in earlier conversations with ne, he had lied. ..

Bov, he seenmed relieved that 4t wvas out.

During this five days I h.ad Jmown Onmld I had hm long convenationl uith
hin one drief fnitial chat, and had managed to record a still tmpubliahed and

8CCross an Axerican who had 'livod in Russia, a solf-procl;inod Farxist vlio' :

' ©ould present his vievs vith great &ialectical skill, or for that matter,
officer of the pro-Castro organization,

the hir Play for Cudba Committee,
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It's difficult, to say the least, to find people 1ike this in a ofty such as

» : . . e . " .
‘ B | ~ | . -:-. -" . e . _."": 1 & > 1..,:. . . . o " . .‘ i -, ‘

In retroapect, and in viev of Pil being chugod'viih the a.ssasainatioﬁ di '

. . arR
President Kennedy, his conversations and intervievs with me

the best and most ! ...:. -
recent look into the mind of a man who may De the most enigratic presidential assassin

-
- - .‘_ * " o - “ - .’ B sl - . . S . S ! tl?{-?‘_.‘ '
) = . » e - . . . " -- - r om
since John ¥ilkes Booth, ~ . 2 S A N G SOy
*Fr . b - - .. . we W

1 first met Lee Barvey Oewvald at about 8 a,m,, Saturday, August 17, I had :'_"Z. -
Leard about him, and hie coming to Bev Orleans £ to establish a Fair Play for cuba o

b
’ -

Committee, the day Vefore froz a Cudban refuges, C_arlon Eringuierg. Bringuier, vho had a “e

shouting and wxx scuffling match with Osvald a fev days bofore due to their differences N

over Cudba, gave e Osvald's aldress. - . : L

. —
« T

Jp W

Osvald's ecall apartzent vas located 4n a lover middle-class section of Kev ""_"'j"""'i :

il

Orleans in the 4900 dlock of Fagauzine street, Since he had no phone, I had decided to

go by his house and invite him to be on my radic progran on . "Latin Listening Post®,
(o th_‘t Mt’ o L _" ‘ - ; ‘- _';r , ... “ . ‘ o R Tt B AETEI e E 1_;; j-...“
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*Who s 17" a sleepy voice ansvered from fnside. When I told him, ho came .
out onto his screened front porch, - L T

Osvald's eyes were still oclouded with sleep, and his vavy hair was dissheveled, )
He hed no ebirt, and wore only a pair of Marine fatigue trousers. Ee was slender but
virey and well-built, with a bearing w'ﬁylicd appearance like that o

[~ )

iy
oy

£ a distance =
. . . | *1";‘ .'-'
mer. - '. e .-

L -
h‘- -

"Xy vife and bady are still asleop, or T would invite you inside,” go fe-aid
talk here on the porch,

-

® On tha '
t porch, anong the other furnishings, vere a bady's stroller

and an olive &rad trxx trunk vhioh appeared to de a Xarine Corps sea locker, ( I particularly
noticed this since I an & forcer captain in the Marine Corps, ) "
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(11ian K, Shackoy |
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In this brief fnitial
uversation, Osvald inforxed me that he vas not the presi{dent, bHut the socretary, of the

W Oricans chapter of the Fair l’l
3

) declined then, as he 3id later, to nane othor mexders or give their mumdber, -

L' - 'I‘-
&

oy for Cudba Comittee, and as such vas it's *front man.® —

4

. -
‘ J'I*':‘-J'..’-‘.

Oswald went back into his apu-tmnt and roturned vith some litonhu-o, vhich lb
ve me. One plece vas a yollov handbill which read "Eands off Cu'ba!", gave a brief piteh

il

| the Fair Play group and advised tre reader that lectures and litcnturo vere available at

del Castro, "The Revolution Nust Be 8 School of Unfettered Thought® and *"Fidel Castro

R — :

nounces Bureaucracy and Sectarianisz"; a panphlet by Jean Paul Sartre entitled ®*JIdeoclogy

_ iy
el Y

d I"~~wolutioxm",, and a panphlet by Corliss Lewont, *The Crime Against Cudba", Ho told me

vould bring me more literature that might at the radio stetion ﬂxﬁe.&a:t;:nnhﬂahntn
tIngartioradikixrtiat, ¥ith that, we shook bhands, and I left, _.*:_' S i '-:_-,*'3*

b b e r - . - "t - -"'F"\.:'
B T - ol e . o gl = | e E ", - - " e |

At adout 5 p.nm, that afternoon, Osvald met me at the studios of WDSU, wea.ring &

at short-sieeved dlus dress shirt, a dark tie, and dark dlue trousers. ( Thie attire nemeﬁ

lack the Soviet mark and appeared to dbe in the Azerican style ). Ee vas cirrying a
pse-leafed note dook containing more Fair Play for Cudba l{terature,

The recorled conversation which fonowod was never used on WISU radio as 1t vas

- . - =
'-" - -

> 10118 ( 37 minutes ). 3 excerpted five minutes of it and used {t on "Latin Listening Post' |
it night, The excerpts, hovever,

Oontaired only drief rezarks by Osvald and vas largely s
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In r.aklng ouch s long recording, I had hoped ¢o oonvince the redio otation to phy it
Jater in the week, as an excellent onmplo of the pro-Caotro viev and dialectic on Cuda,
.F.arxia:: and ihe vorld, The station doclimd, and instead suggested a panel shov htﬁ_ﬂ'- -
later in the veek, As a result, the .htion gnvo me the 57-ninuto tape vhich vas never ued.

Before hking 8 look at that oonvoraation, I » vant to nontion oomething about Osvald's

His bearirg was neat and formal, Eo had a curfous "red-blooded Anerican doy* |
style — like the college athlete vho, upon graduation with a degree $n finance, hal _

decided to join a 80118 and substantial Brokerage house., His conversation was filled with

*Ies air” eand "No sir®, possidly a left—over from his military service. His vords wvere
v~1l-chosen, his srswers quick, his ;hruea conpletely lacking in slang or colloquialisms,

\

Bil TETATKE vere alvaya guarded and bore a peculier forral air. For example, ss an arbit::ru'y

hrase
i1lusiration, he was the type who would prefer to use thé ®.act of vidlence * rather
than a more specific words such as riot, fight or murder, - e

Be scened to by stimulated Dy a ponetnting or "loaded” question. 111 the wvhile, he e

- - - -— -
ISR B L

- e W

igave the fmpression that he vas a Ean v’ho had 1ived lont of his life vith 1ntellectuﬂ
mi‘eriora. Despite th. s, there vas 1ittle arrogance in hio manner, R When he laughed, it was
& fuarded laugh, ¥hen he vas grused, his mth:sthin-lipyed mouth shifted to one lido — WO

affieorival
vould say in a "oquinchod up” oy ny. He vould}ducrib hie charactenotic in a fu' BOre

. Y - be =" _
acaderic EANDere ' . ) ¢ ¢ T L I a L e T - e o

"WLere 418 you pick up your flair for dialect:lcl,' I asked hin later., - - e TEL

- ’

“1 vasn't avare thet I vas using dialootio,' he an.wered, his nouth *"squinched qp" 1n ,
amusexent at his owvn sts® enent, ;
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?rom that recorded 1ntorviow, horo il Osvald's aecount of hil ‘background 1n Ml
aunvozﬁn o I ' - R "::"’

*] was born in Nev Orleans in 1939 . !‘or a short length of tim during my childhood,
[ Jived in Texas and Kev York During my Junior High dayt, 1 attended Beauregard Jm.lor )
High School { Kew Orleanl ). I lttondod that achool for tvo years, Then I vent to Varm
Easton Bigh School ( New Orleans ) and I attended that school for over a year. Then ny t‘mily
and T moved to Texas where we hsve my rolativos and I oontinued ‘% my schooling there. I
otered the United States Marine Corps in 1956. I spent three years in the United States .
Farine Corps, starting out as a Private, voridng my ny up through the ranks to the position I

of Buck Sergeant and 1 served honoradly, having been discharged., Then I went back to work

in Texas and kave recently arrived in Kev Orleans wvith my family, vith ry vife and xy child.

A point which he mentioned earlier was that in Kev Orleans he was vordng vith a

somnercial photoczapher as an assistant, He did not give the name of the ;hotograpb‘r.

Kote that in Oswvald's first description of his dackground, he pointedly omitted 3
mentioning his tlree years in Russil. later in the interviev he admittod despite his . ‘ o
beinz associated with txxxx the FPair Play for Cuba Committee, that he had never bee:n to ;* -
Cuba and had made only one vieit to latin Anerica — to Xexico. Here is his rati?naliution '
of that fact, again taken from the recorded interviev and m.hia owvn vordss |

#] have been only to Yexico in my 1ife, sir. I am not fully acquainted with Latin
America personally but then I am not the president of this organiration either, i am only l
volunteer, a secretary of this local chapter. I do not clnain to de an evpaxt on htiz-a ‘:i{iﬁ-""'
Cextainly i._t {s obvious to me, having been educated here in Kew Orleans and having boel.l. f

{ustilled with the {deas of democracy and objectivencss, that Cuba and the right of Cudbans
to self determination §8 more or less self evident and one does not have to travel through

Centrsl and Sout:r Arerica. One does not have to travel through these countries to see the

poverty in Chile or Rerymmxxtkx Peru or the suppression of Democratic lidberties detveen

;mOTe
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the Somoa t ttx sic ) drothers in Nicaragua in order to drav one's oonclusion about cubl.
r 2 -
The adove s mé.n.t illustration of Osvald’s reforenco to lmericm i.nstitutiom

of Dexocracy for his own purposes, of his ability to dietort a question into & propaganda

point — and of M'% ignorance of Latin Anerica ( by referring to the Somoza dbrothers

as the "Somoa 'brotherl") |
In ansvering my questions, Oswald txex 414 not address his ansvers, in a persoml

*vay, to ze. Instead, he xxz adopted the tone of one raking a opeoch at & meeting, .

Bis ansvers vere ulted with the vords 'non-intorvention"

"indepe_ndent rev_olution",
*fuedalisn®™ and "inperialisx, Eis words acknovledged the existence of only three world
political and economic oxders --- inperialisa, Farxism-socialisz and Communisa ( which he
8aid had not deen attained by any nation ). .

The twists and twns, the half-truths and the three—quarter truths, the disarming use of

a oonplete truth or anfxx an oocssional favorable reference to the United States — mixed with
e strategically placed complete 1ie

— ghowed a mind vhich vas cozpletely at home with

jixe dialectic and propaganda techniques, Here are sample Questions and ansvers on that

_— f£° .

recorded Interviews - - - o el Tl L En e A e T
Q. Vhat is your &efinition of Decroracy?

-
A

A, Xy 8efinition, vell the dofin.ition- of Denocracy, that's a very good one. That's a

very controversial vievpoint, You know, £t used to be very clear, dut nowv it's not. You knov,

wLen our forefathers drev up the Constitution, t‘,oy oconsidered that derocracy vas creating an
atomosphere of freedon of ducuuinn, of argument, of finding the truth , ThLe rightn, vell the

Classic rightl of baving 1ife, 1iderty and the pursuit of happineu. In lLatin Americt thoy
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have none of those rights, none of then at all, And that is my definition of democncj, the
right to de in a minority and not ¢o be supressed, The right to see for yourself \dthout‘r
governaental restrictions such countries as Cuba, and we are restricted from going to Cuba.®

Another version of Osvald's deﬁnition of Dem;cmy . fro;n the interview:
e
"H’e believe it 18 a necessity 1n supporting democracy to cupport Fidel Cntro /

x ma HIS RIGHT 70 FAKE HIS COUNTRY ANY WAY HE VANTS 10 { emphasis mine ). PELTEETI e
Q. FKr. Oswald, does £t make ang difference to you if any of the activities of the .

local branch of the Fair Play for Cuba Commitiee benefit the Comumunist Party or the goall |
of international Communisz? | o L / . |
| . Ad. Vell, that is vhat I beldeve you would term a loaded question. Hovever, I will
attempt to ansver 4¢. It $s Snconsistent with the fdeals of the Fair Play for Cudba Comitteo

to0 support iceals of international Comurim. Yo are not occupicd \d.th that problem. Vo |

are occupied with the prodlea of Cudba. Ue do not bolieve under any circumstances that §n
supporting our ideals adout Cuba, our pro—cntro f8eals, vo 4o not believo that that :I.l
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~inconsistent with believing in demcracy. Qu.ito the contrary,® -‘ T -f_'.;;;_;_-_--

-

Q. ¢so ATe you a mender of the American Communist pu'tﬂ .
Ae 000 In Tegards to your question a'bout whethor 1, melf ax & Com:mnist as I said

- -

.1 do not delong to any other organization. _ o
~ This was a classic omple of the Oanld do-dge. Belov 1. ax sample of Oswald'u lld].].
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Q. Does your group believe that the Castro regimo in Cuba is not actuany a rront -
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A.Cutrd is an independent leader of an independent country. He bus ties with the Sbvief
Union , with the Enster bloc, hwever; I think 4t is rather obvious as to why and vhoa they

are decause of the fact that ve certainly éon't have any trade with thexn. Ve are dfscouraging
trade with that country, with our allies and so torth 80 of course he has to turn to Buuh: )

That does not nean hosevor that he is dejendent upon Russia, Bo receives trade from many
countries, mcluding Creat Britian to a (rut extent, France, certain other povern of tho ~

‘-_-“l .'l- .

'aea tern Lemisytere, He is even trading wvith several of tho more independent lfrican States

3"

so that you cannot point at Castro and uy that he 1s a Ruasian puppet. He is not Be is an

:lndep-ndent peroon. And inlependent lnder 1n his country and I believe thit vas pomtoé
out very vell during the October crisis \-‘hon Castiro very definitely uid that although .
Precier Khrusclevy had urged him to bave on-oiﬁt mpoction at his rocket bases in Cuba,

that Fidel Castro refused, " L - '_: .
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- - The pertinent omzission, of course, vas that !hm;pchw, in vic:htion of; Castro's
oovereignty. rade a unilateral deal vith President Kennedy to remove the missiles from | B
Cuba — without consulting Castro, ™ Eata L BT e e e
:. Belov s an exanmple of ﬂ:e uu.ming ldniuion. o T

Q Does the Pair Play for Cuda Committee have any 0pinion a'bout the Iuppreasion of -

: Derocratic lidverties in Bungary 11: 1656 or the poverty in any of the Eastern dloc countries
| A. Officially no, dut of oourse we have our own opinions about such situations, Ve -
consider that Russian Snperialien $s & very Dal thing. It vas a bad thing in Bungary., Ve

certainly 40 not support dictatorship or the suppression of any peoples anyvhere, dut as X
say and as I »xust siress, ve are preocoupied only with the prodblen of Cudba, officially, "

Fo action of the U.S. 'regarding Cuda was correct. In Osvald's viev, veo are danned if we

¢

4id, darzed 4f wo don't, A o'mplo to $1lustrate: . ' —
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