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ConewiNTERVIEWED BY SA CLARK:FEBRUARY 11 LAST ATTAPACHULA. 
ALTHOUGH HE CLAIMED TO BE'DES1ROU$ OF COOPERATING HE'UNDOUBTEDLY 
IS SUSPICIOUS OF ANY INQUIRIES MADE OF HIM. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE P 

, 

	

	PEROUS BUSINESS WITH OVER 40.EMPLOYEES AND CONSIDERABLE PROPERTY I 

TAPACHULA.. HE STATED HE HAS.MANY ENEMIES BECAUSE OF.HIS PROSPERI 
AND BEING JEWISH. T DENIED ANY'INTEREST WHATSOEVER IN POLITICS OF 
ANY KIND AND CLAIMED TO HAVE NEVER'ENGAGED IN ANY POLITICAL:, 

.•,,. 	 _ • 

COHEN STATED HE IS PRACTICING CAPITALIST; DOES NOT KNOti: 
CASTRO AND IS NOT PRO CASTRO AND HAS NEVER BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY 
PRO CASTRO GROUP OR ACTIVITY., HE'SA1D HE HAD READ THAT OSWALD HA 

:BEEN IN MEXICO BUT KNEW NOTHING ELSE CONCERNING THIS VISIT AND 

DENIED EVER HAVING HAD ANY CONTACT WITH OSWALD. SAID HE HAS'HAD 

NO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH ANY AMERICANS IN TAPACHULA OR MEXICO CIT 
DURING PAST YEAR AND NO AWRICANS OR OTHER FOREIGNERSHAVE,STAYED 
WITHHIM,'' HE DOES NOT KNOW ERNESTO FLORES 	 . 

s• LH MEMO FOLLOWS AND INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. BUREAU REQUEST lD  
FURNISH COPY OF LETTER BY FLORES LUNA'TO ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY 
IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT POSSIBLY BE USED IN FUTURE INVESTIGATION 

;CONFIDENTIAL 

DECODED COPY' 
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One copy of this report is being submitted for tr.13.m1 
inasmuch as a lead was set out in referenced airtel for them to 
interview JOHN VINCENT MARTINO. 
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SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 
February 13, 1964 

ME 105-891 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD .  

Offices 	ME M.'f'HIS 

Bureau fileit 105-82555 

Cisoradc.- 

Synopsis: 

INTERNAL. SECURITY - R=;IA - 

Memphis Press-Scimitar newspaper, Memphis, Tenn., i:J. 4s 
1/30/64 &ii'Tled—aory quoting JOHN MARTINO of Miami, 
Fla., as having made statements to the effect that L'.:E 
HARVEY OSWALD was paid by CASTRO to assassinate 
President KENNEDY, and that MARTINO and unidentified 
associates knew that OSWALD had been in Mexico and hai 
left from clandestine airport in YUcatan for Cuba 
and was there week of 10/4/63. Reporter' who wrote above 
story stated that actually MARTINO had not indicated 
that he had first,-hand information but had allegedly 
received this information from "Cuban Underground. 
Memphlims who h:JA MARTIX) si..ak in V.Ap_1.,; 1/:)1/64 
state that MARTINO told them he had been grossly 
misquoted in Press-Scimitar story. MARTINO last kn3wn 
to reside MiarTiTLJach, Fa: / 

DETAILS: 

- RUC - 	/ ;I' 
I ....I /. 

   

AT MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 	--- 	4 17 	• 72 ,1/-/ 

The Press-Scimitar, a daily Memphis, Tennessee newspaper 
in its home is-sife—OT-3-6.-iiira-r—y-  30, 1964, on Page 40 carried a 
story written by Staff Writer KAY PITTMAN captioned "OSWALD Was<.:w../1 
Paid Gunman for CASTRO, Visitor Says." This story commented that 
one JOIWIMTINO of Miami, Florida had on January 30, 1964, _ - . 
arrive-d-in-Methphiii for purp-6-6-e of speaking in Forrest City, 
Arkansas_January 30 and in Memphis January 31, 1964,"is spf,:e:h 
being sponsored by the "Speakers For America" group. MAKIN° 
was described as an Americanbusinessman who had worked in 

TVs document contains nefther recommendations nor condvslons of any kind. It is the property of the no, and is 0 loan to your agency/ 
It and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogenc-y. 	 10- 7.0:5-1 	SP 
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;co 
1 elec conics and who in July, 1959, had allegedly been im risoned 

by the CASTRO forces while on a visit to Cuba and had sl sequently  
been imprisoned in Cuba for 40 months. The story c 	A that 	, „ /, 

MARTINO had stated that LEE HARVEY OSWALD was paid by. AS:1RO.to ' 
assassinate President KENNEDY and further quoted MARTIN as saying, 

v"WeKnoWthat OSWALD was in Mexico. We know that he left from a 
clandestine airport in Yucatan for Cuba and was there on the 
week of October 4, 1963." Miss PITTMAN's story indicated that. 
MtT.40 had nin.tmnd tn k. workino nith t!7 191-.7n ".17 	".14 

 
 1.r 

the Miami, r'lorida area . mi that :allowi!,.; his 11. .r18, ,.eq'.. la 
Cuba, MARTINO had written a book, "I Was A Prison.r of nstro." 

	

. 	. 

	

. 	 . •Ji  
On February 4, 1964, KArTITTMAN, Reporter, Press-Scinitar 

Newspaper, 495 Union Avenue, on interview advised that a7_,:i;Zia.-1-1y-:.  — 
her story concerning her interview with MARTINO on January 30, 1964, 
was somewhat misleading in that MARTINO did not actually say that -
he possessed any first-hand or direct information concerning a 
connection with FIDEL CASTRO by LEE HARVEY OSWALD and did. not 
possess any direct information that OSWALD was paid by CASTRO 
to assassinate the late President JOHN F. KENNEDY in Dallas, Texas 
November 22, 1963. Miss PITTMAN stated that actually MARTINO had 
indicated to her that this information had been received by 	. 
MARTINO from the "Cuban Underground" which alleged organization 
he did not further describe. 

With regard to her statement in her story relating to 
MARTINO's claim that OSWALD had gone to Cuba from Yucatan, aEL 
'PITTMAN stated that he told her that he had heard this from his 
alleged "Cuban Underground" sources. 

Miss PITTMAN stated that at no time did MARTINO tell 
her that he had any first-hand knowledge relating to the assassination 
of the late President JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

On February 4, 1964, Dr. MYRTLE F.' WALKER, 3564 Park 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that on January 31, 3964, 
JOHN MARTINO stated in her presence that he had been grossly 
misquoted by Miss PITTMAN in her January 30, 1964, news story 
and that he had no direct knowledge relating to the assassination 
of President KENNEDY and had no direct knowledge concerning 

A 
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1 
UE HARVEY OSWALD and that; he had been merely cnje.:.turieg that 
OSWALD may have been paid by the CASTRO foreee to aeaeeeinate. 
President KENNEDY. ■r 

is •U 
On February 4, )964, CORNELIUS M.e-ELA!.-EF. 118f3 

reabody, Memphis, who served as Chairman of a "paper g--Duo" 
known as "Speakers For M:erica" for the porpc-t,e or bringin \ g 
MARTINO to-f-_;mphis, advised that he t-cl, beer, Ir;vited to serve 
ty WILLXAM AXVASH, also known as BILL, 'ASIL!, W6st!T'eereisee 
r.;, -Lse::tai4e'of ieeeric,n °pin:. a' a E bAilar4  of: tee ,:ele! 
Bileh Society. WPTTAKER eald he was preeent at ta.e M.f..6 
Mo-Aelpal Airport .7eoauary 31, 1964, when KAY P:TVIN Inl..ere,i0,.1 
JCL! MARTINO and that he did not recall MARlatiO giving any 
indleation that MARTINO r:.ssessed any direct kre.wlelEe ev-LeernIna 
LFE HARVEY OSWALD or any knowledge concerning OSWA:X.'s alleged 
connection with the CASiR3 forces. He did recall Mies PI?:VAN 
asking MARTINO if CASTRO could have lired OSWALD to a?seassinate 
President KENNEDY and that MARTINO had, to his recollecticn, , 
stated that this was possible, WHITAKER could ND"7. reran 
MARTINO making any statement concerning the alleged pialle trip 
to Cuba by OSWALD. 

WHITAKER stated that on January 31, 1964, JC'eN MARTINO, 
after reading Miss PITTMAN's story, -was extr..emely urset stating 
that he had been misquoted by Miss PITTMAN on many facets of her . 
story. WHITAKER stated that based on his limited c:ritict he 
would appraise MARTINO as a loyal American eitiz-, a sioneh 
Catholic and a fine Christian gentleman wham he felt was 
sincerely anti-communist. 

. On February 5, 1964, WILLIAM A. NASH, aleeD knewn as 
BILL NASH, 42120 Powell Street, Memphrb'-,1who descrited hIrself 
as the West Tennessee representative of ;American Opinion", a 
subsidiary of the John:̀Airch Society, volunteered that the 

:'Speaker's Bureau of America was .a. temporartay formed "paper grc'up" 
• operating on behalf of the American Opinion Bureau, a clearing 

house for speakers and educational films operated as a eubildlary 
of the John Birch Society; that NASH had been reeponeible fer 
brIneing MARTINO to Memphis to speak. NASH adled thaf; he a veil 
as MARTINO was most disturbed at the fact that various newspapers 
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have zco^.sistently misquoted JOHN MARTINO. As An 	 P. 
claiMed that, the "Nashville Tennessean", a Nshville,:ler%nes!ee 
daily newspaper in reporting a recent speech by MARTINO in 
Nashville, described him as "an ex-Cuban felc-n', when actuaAly. 
MARTINO is a native born united States citizen. NASH aJled -
that MARTINO on January 31, 1964, was m:.st perturi:ed based on 
KAY PIIIKAN,s story and he told NASH that su,:.h divergent -
organizations as the FBI and the Communist Party on the otner 
h?.-14 would prol-ably be most angry with him f:■ r, 	eu-h 
statements concerning the assassination of frecArient 
attributed to him. MARTINO told NASH that he has 'tried to 
cooperate with the Federal Government in all areas of its 
investigation concerning internal security matters and that 
he had tried to furnieh to Governmental agencies swh as the. 
FBI all information in his possession conerning possible 
Pro-Castro activities. NASH described MARIINO:s permanent 
home address as 2326 Alton Road, Miami Beach, Florida. 

OP 
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DALLAS DIVISION  

At Dallas -Texas 

00 NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

I .  '.LC- 12 
Ow 	.2 errsoe 	,-"Qt ANIX:h 
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NOTATIONS 

Will identify, locate and interview the truck driver who, on 
11/20/63 at the Drott Manufacturing Company, Schofield, Wis., 
commented, "If Kennedy goes to Texas the people'of the United 
States will have to look for another president." This driver 
allegedly worked for C & H Transportation Company, 1935 West 
Commerce Street, Dallas. Will determine basis for his remark. 
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SA RICHARD C. THOMPSON 	Officer MILMAUKEE 
Date: 
	

February 14, 1964 

Field Office File NO4 MI 62-1178 	 Bureau File No.t 105-82555 

TVs 	 TEE HARVEY OSWALD 

'.1.1atocten 

Synopsis 

INTERNAL SEWRITY - R - CUBA 

PHIL L. SPLITT, employee of Drott Manufacturing Company, 
Schofield, Wis., stated that it was rumored around the 
plant that a Texas truck driver (who called at the 
plant prior to the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy) said that if Kennedy went to Texas the people 
of the United States would have to look for another 
president. From records of Drott Manufacturing Co. 
the Texas truck driver appears to be 0. L. FORAL, 0. 
L. FOREL or O. L. FORD (writing indistinct) of C & H 
Transportation Company, 1935 West Commerce Street, 
Dallas, Texas. 

-RUC- 

DETAILS: 	At Milwaukee Wisconsin  

January 30, 1964 a letter was received from 5. R.* 
NEWMAN, Milwaukee, Hilltop 2-6301, who stated that 
had Just )earned through conversation over a cup of 
coffee with an ur'known wan that a truck driver from 
Texas, who delivered steel at the Drott Tractor 1,Tkcl, 
m;Ade a re:park that if President Kennedy went to Tex .3 
we would have to look for another president. 

H. R. NEWMAN, a traveling salesman, was not locsted 
for intervicw•until Februare-  3, 1964, when he further 
advised as follows: 

He was in a cafe at the Junction of Highways 29 and --  
51 south of Wausau, Wisconsin and there had a conver-
sation with a Coca Cola driver. This driver told hits 

ThI• document contains neither rtccisnmenclations nor conclusions of es 1713L n t• a. property of all FBI and Is loaned to your aser.cy; It and 
its contents 3d,d act 	 ontald. your ageorry. 
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that he had talked to an employee of the Drott Tractor Works,_. 
Wausau, Wisconsin, prior to November 22, 1963. The Drott 
employee said that a driver from Texas who was delivering 
steel at the plant made a remark to the effect that if 
President Kennedy would go to Texas the people of the United 
States would have to look for another president. NEWMAN 
furnished a description of the Coca Cola driver. 

f 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN T. 
MC CARRIER: 

At Wausau and Schofield, Wisconsin  

On February 10, 1964 inquiry at the Coca Cola Bottling Company 
of Wausau, 1930 Grand Avenuej.reflected their truck driver 
described as a prolific pipe smoker was one HUGO PENN, Route 
5, Wausau,  

On February 10, 1964 HUGO PENN advised that the Drott Manu-
facturing Company employee at Schofield, Wisconsin who advised 
him concerning a conversation involving a Texas truck driver 
in November, 1963, was PHIL L. SPLITT, shipping clerk. 

11.1 	( 
On February 10, 1964 PHIL LAPLiTT advised that according to 
comments around the Drott firm which was circulated shortly 
after the assassination of President Kennedy, a truck driver 
from Texas in Wausau either delivering or accepting a shipment 
at the Drott firm had commented, allegedly just before the 
assassination, to several employees that if Kennedy goes to 
Texas the people of the United States will have to look for 
another president," or words to such effect, Mr. SPLITT 
stated that he would review pertinent records of his firm 
in an effort to identify the truck driver who allegedly made 
such comment. 

On February 12, 1964 Mr. SPLITT advised after a review of 
company invoices and shipping records that to the best of his 
knowledge the truck driver in question was a C'& H Trans-
portaion Company driver named 0. .'‘FORAL, 0. L'>FOREL or 
O. L.,' 	

14 
FORD (last name indistinct on the record); on November 

20, 1963 this driver loaded a shipment of two crawler type 
power shovels on a drop deck trailer enroute the Texas High-
way Department at El Paso, Texas. Mr, SPLIT T believes this 
truck driver could be located through his employer at 1935 
West Commerce Street, Post Office Box 5976, Dallas, Texas. 
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
IS R 

(00: DALLAS) 

DATE:: 
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Remyairtel to the Director, 2/11/64, and report 
of SA ERVIN B. BRUNINGA, Birmingham, dated 2/11/64. 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are eight copies 
and four cople4,  each to Dallas and San Antonio of photographs 
of JOHN HOWARbZBOWEN taken 2/8/64. 

I ,1  
P1:1  

Bureau (Encls, 8)(RM 
(1 - Le at, Mexico City)(Info) 

2 - San Antonio (Encls, 4) RM 
2 - Dallas (100-10461)(Encls, 4) RM 
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February 17, 1964 

BY COURIER SERVICE 
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co 
Reference is made to your letter dated JanuirrY‘-,31rm 

1964, enclosing a carbon copy of a letter addressed to thig 

Attorney General which was sent to Congressman Hale Boggs? cA 

a member of the Commission, by Mrs. Lou Wylie Hayes. 

Enclosed for your information are three memoranda 

setting forth the results of interviews with Mrs. Lou Wylie, 	 is'  

,_ _---Mr. Walter Cowan and Miss Connie- T. Kaye by Agents of this 	 ■.t,) 

1-"' 	
Bureau, which are self-explanatory. When interviewed on 

that she usually uses  
v" 03 

ebruary 6, 1964, Mrs. Wylie advised › . - - 

% c./1 t the name Mrs. Lou Wylie; however, she signed the letter to 

he Attorney General as Mrs. Lou Wylie Hayes. Mr. Walter 	
q ' - to , 

,i t.,.. .:. 	 Q 
0 ,ewan, managing editor of the "New Orleans States-Item,"  a 	 . 

„..., u 	 ›. 
aily newspaper at New Orleans, Louisiana, advised when 	 a. 

0 . 
lc> 	

o . m 	 nterviewed on February 7, 1964, that Mrs. Lou Wylie was 	 . o 

nown to him as Mrs. Lou Wylie Van Sicklen, as she was 

previously married and divorced. It is further noted that 
2 . Mrs. Wylie would give short answers to questions proposed 	
o 

r , '). to her and would then attempt to lapse into long discourses 	 o 

41  V about her former newspaper and related activities of twenty-  
Jr 	

, 
i 	 five years ago. 

V/ 	 LHI ' 1,,i;. y!ipo records of our New Orleans Office fail to 

tiadleatb 'thht Mrs. Wylie'  called the FBI at New Orleans 

,=_.` _____Alrni IlvrOtiplEviald at' the New Orleans airport upon his returi 

Tots*, 	 concerning this matt0i,nor.  did Agents of the,FBI meet 

:5P 	,--- Irbm (Yuba as glleged by herilt atik Nov OrAgans Office has 
,:,11.h,.  	 ,.- 	,.. 
-on,” 	a rccorcioloenumborAf era 's 1  having been received from,,  
'''-'›-A ----iMrti. Lau Wylie Van Sicklen during.Worldtar' II relatingtto 

-A. 
""  	 . . , 

p:,.. 
------70Ational defense.matters. 	

. 	
(-) -/-?S-SS - 	 4.1 3: -,,,, 

,4 	- 	." 
' 0) 
	
eji 	

:: 

...I ,........_nr . 	r. ter• 	• • i. - 	1 	"' 	 0 /:- - 	- 
'FEB A 1?-4r --' 

Z;,;;Et7]..VrI:mhwTa  
t'  7  

	

......,,sBE NOTE  PAGE TWO 	k'k--r 
4-f____, 

undy AL.,.., • 	 • ' J '[T4 TYPE UNIT CD 
k\ i 	 o,-,..,..‘ 
4 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 	 , 

General Counsel.  ' 

The President's Commission 

200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 



• 

• - 

• 

„• 

t' 

onorable J. Lee Rankin 

- 

In view of the above and the information set forth 
in the enclosed memoranda, no further action is contemplated 
by this Bureau concerning the information furnished by 
Mrs. Lou Wylie Hayes, 	 .: v .1, 

, 	, 
,t'-. 	i 

t.,,.. . 4. '■ i• 	- ,.), 	 ' 	. : :. 	 • 	 ..  
, 

	At', • Sincerely yours,   
. . 

U. Edgar Hoover 

Enclosures (3).  

4 ) 	 .  

NOTE: Mrs. Ha= alleged thata'person whom she now believes ,  
to have been. Lee Harvey Oswald sat next to her on a bus in 

New Orleans during 9/63 (exact date not recalled) at which time 
he appeared very excited and told everyone on the bus he had 
just returned from a State Department assignment in Cuba on a 
U. S. Army plane and had been met. at airport in New Orleans by the 
FBI. The FBI had taken him to a bus stop rather than his home,  
for security reasons. Oswald praised.Castre and statedlae: 
Oswald, had now been given "say so" concerning the return 
prisoners in Cuba to the 1.1143.: Sheclaimed she had furnished 
data- to local FBI and Walter Cowan, city editor of local newspaper 
at the time. Bufiles and Walter Cowan fail to confirm Mrs. Hayes' 
story. . Cowan further advised he'knew Lou Wylie Van Sickbn o - who 
divorced her husband a number of years ago, as newspaper reporter; 
however, she frequently gives him "long shot" tips on items which 
cannot be verified And that as a.result of many years'of contact 
with her telephonically he places absolutely. no reliance in her 
information, stating she is always dreaming up wild tales and 
envisions "skulduggery." No further action appears warranted. 
WFO has been instructed to disregard lead to contact State and 
Army concerning this matter, noting previous checks have been • 
made with these Departments concerning Oswald. Separate 
communication also being furnished Attorney General concerning 
this matter. 



1 - mr. 
1 - Mr 

-iour...c4•74m4.4a.4„-j. 

•! 

1 - ;4z. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Ur, 
1 - Mr. 

r!',rz-.ry 17; 1.- 
Bellaost: 
Mohr 
Callahan" 
DeLoach 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Malley 

Branigan 
Lenihan 	 

Tr, 

2oryourinfol.:3;...tcontacted Jehn M. Thorne ionR,EC;7c111 	
........... -.. A .-...... .......o......4 

	

i 	
. 

on February 16, 1064, to con:irm previousizrf s for .- 
intcrvie-1 of Marina CJ.inld .y this Lorcau on 20:iruary 17, '..1 , 
in natters of interest in this invectiati-=7 At t=rti, 
V.r. Thorne advised us that Ile had received a.rc3i:,tcred lf;_f 
iron Marina Osiald dicmiscins him as hcr attecy, fie a130. 
tated that 1.I<, Martin hp.6 also received a letter fre:a 1,:rin:. 

OL-aald clismiscin Martin as her business 1.-.ana:;cr. Mr. Ttol, 

Our cource got the impres:;io:1 
that arina 05aald had dicnisGed is: tin 
and Thorn:: cc her attorney, 

from Mr. :.'icenzie 
as her bunIncss 
/fir .  

' 	/0• 	(). ) 

SEE NOTE PAGE 2 

17,- 14 

1 : 

105-C2C55 

' .RE1;.mar,- •'" 
03)-  

'4" --....---;-7_ A..— ....:.:,--A-r—i--i :L.- -.- .4  - 
I . 	' 	

L TV 4.1 i  - - -1-..---...-:: i 	 J. 	.. .+, , 	... 
•••• .... , 	i 7' -IF 

• 41 --..--.... 	 , "! nYi , 

"et 

• 

!tterney Geneial 

rirector, 'II 

Laz 	ocyArm 
i.arr=m7T=1T1t--- - 

A conridentinl 

this 
ou Ifebruary 1:L; 	that ite ha.? lecrnc.i from L. 	
A. 	 int:111as, that 

EcXenzic had 	in cont..-.t ^i;;% Lobert Ozwale, brother of 
Lee Karvey Os-;;z1e, on 1;',7.::c..cry 15, 1934. Ec:enzie told our 
source that Lol)crt Oa.:: 1d is to appear beiore the 1:resident's 
Commision oa 17:!bruary 20, 1064. 

McKeazla alLo told our courco that eurins his 
contact wItt :..obert 	;10 learned that !.,o.etir.e Claris.; x;:a 
;•%?e's ter in; 	nnrina 	viie 	Lee :Earvey 
testi..icO :,e ore the Ire....iCentls 	 03ual. 

fercibiy nade ir:=7,72,7a,1: -)it:i Janes Ecrbert 
::artin, Ler bu3illest4 ;..aaa-er. :,:c.:en:Ac also le:!ri...d iron 
Lobert 0,;20..; teat Eizrtin and Eariza 0.3wr,ldls attorney, 
John .4 Thcr.le, Lad an aLjoinins coon to :1Lri:la Os;:aldts 

:: room in rashinton, D. C. 
0 c.) 



T:ic Attorney GLneral 

Npluatcore4 that the dia!ais.411 (31: 1tlr._;c1): and Martin :2robably 
6ame as a re cult oZ "some iliter!Ilay" bctweon Harti4 and 
Marina 0a7ald, 

• : 	. . 
rr, Thorne also t. 1d U3 that ririna. 03an11 iu curtly 

residing with rr. and Mrs. Deelan £'. Ford, 1e10.57 Brookerest, 
r311115, TCX234, 

For your added in:orination, we have previouUy' 
deternined that Marina 01':,vld titayed at the ford hcme Zrora 
Novenbcr 11, 1)G2, to ::ov;_,:ber 17,.1932, when she uas then 
separated from her hus'oa:lc,Lce aarvey 	 Ford is 
horn in nazsis and bcoarac nixidainted with Marina Owdald an.; 
her ;:uand Lee survey 0:;wa1d through Lussian emigre croupy' 
in the Pallas — Port Wortn, Tel.ms, area. 

1 . The reputy Attorney General 

NOTE: 
'Orman., 

WagnolltksItietook,1410e,...: 

confidentially furnished 	e 
information herein t 	

t
o thews Office on February 16, 1964, 

as set out in Dallas teletype to the Bureau dated February 16, 
1964. 
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DALLA 

1110 	AM CST URGEOT 2-16-64 FLL 

TG -II :RECTOR (105-82555) 

DALLAS (130-10461) 

LEZ HARV:::Y OS'ieALD, AKA, IS - R - CUBA. 

• S 

F 

31 WASH DC 

FiE DALLAS TELEPHONE CALL TO ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR A. H. 

..;.--L:ONT TODAY. 

r--'''n77,-1•:•segive."'IrwrigrivkmorsimarrIsmr-; 	
.aTIr 	e*""14,I 

CONFIDENTIALLY A:sVISLO THIS DATE THAT 

HAD ADVISED HIM LAST NICHT THAT 

HAD CONFERRED WITH ROBERT OSWALD YESTERDAY REGARDING 

R:-.3LAT OSWALD-L APPEARANCE BEFORE .4ARRE COMMISSION THURSDAY NEXT. 

i.??ARENTLY 	 r'''7171 77.7.777:3?0BERT OSWALD BEFORE THE 
 

. 
 

l'-̂ °"•..7■, 

Ct".ISSION0 ACCORDING TO 	 LEARNED FROM ROBERT 

OSt:ALD THAT SOME TIDE DURING THE END OF THE WEEK DURING TWHICH 

i..AINA OSWALD TESTIFIED BEFORE THE COMMISSION, SHE WAS FORCIBLY HA._ 

TOC - 	 - 	. WITH JAMES HERBERT MARTIN, HER BUSINESS MANAGER, 

~ri0, TOGETHER WITH HER ATTORNEY, ige1.. THORNE, HAD. ADJOINING 
. 	•; 	. 

RC 	TO EARINA-S ROOM IN WASHINGTON, D.G. 'If WAS 
.." 

THAT MARINA HAD DISMISSED hARTIN AS HER00pINESS MANAGER 

AxL, piiO;INE AS HER ATTORNEY. 

-.N:.THORNE VAS CONTACTED TODAY TO CONFIRM PREVIOUS ARRANGENENTS 

1',AJE FOR INTERVIEW OF MARINA TOMOR-ROW FE3RUARY SEVENTEEN. THORNE . 
- 	

_ 
) -umzEc. 

s. 
rI 

, 	Li 	 -0(-" 
?AGE ONE -• 	41/. •' ■ 

el(L '."- 

, 

• 



.'ACE TWO 

STATED HE HAD MADE ARRANGEMENTS ?REVIOUSLY FOR THE INTERVIEW FOR 

• ,:-NjAY BUT ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY FIFTEEN LAST, HAD RECEIVED 

. :.:STEREO LETTER FROM MARINA DISMISSING HIM AS ATTORNEY, AND 

MAR1IN HAD RECEIVED LETTER DISMISSING HIM AS BUSINESS MANAGER. 

THORNE VOLUNTEERED THE DISMISSAL OF HIMSELF AND MARTIN PROBABLY 

CAME AS RESULT OF QUOTE SOME INTERPLAY END QUOTE BETWEEN 

MARTIN AND MARINA, AND THAT MARINA WAS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE 

FOUS. THORNE STATED HE SAW MARINA FEBURARY THIRTEEN ;L T AND 

THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT SHE INTENDED TOMISMiSSU,IM:-*THORNE.  

STATED HE TOOK MRS. KATHERINE,  ALSO SPELLED 	(ORD A 
t • 

RUSSIAN BORN RESIDENT OF DALLAS AND FRIEND OF MARINA-S, TO DENTON, 

TEXAS, WHERE MARINA WAS STAYING WITH ROBERT OSWALD, TO ACT AS 

INTERPRETER, ON FEBRUARY. ELEVEN LAST. ON THAT DATE MARINA RETURNED 

TO DALLAS AND HAS BEEN WITH THE FORDS SINCE. FORD IS WIFE OF 
H.. 	.. 	, 

DECLAN FORD. THEY RESIDE ONE -FOUR ZERO FIVE SEVEN BROOKCREST, 

DALLAS. MARINA HAS TOLD INTERVIEWING AGENTS IN PAST THAT 

KATHERINE FORD IS CLOSE FRIEND OF HERS. SEE ?AGE TWO FIVE 

El2HT, REPORT OF SA ROBERT P. GEMBERLING, DALLAS, NOVEMBER THIRTY, 

END ?AGE TWO 

r.• 



PAGE TAREE 

SIXTYTHREE, FOR BACKGROUND AND INTERVIEW OF FORD. 

MARINA WILL BE CONTACTED TODAY TO CONFIRM ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR INTERVIEW MONDAY, FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN. 

ROBERT OSWALD WILL BE CONTACTED FOR PURPOSE OF EXHIBITING 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF TWO CAMERAS TAKEN IN SEARCH OF PAINE RESIDENCE. 

DU;iIMG INTERVIEW OF MARINA AND ROBERT OSWALD NO INQUIRY' 

WHA7SOEVER WILL BE MADE CONCERNING ABOVE REPORTED INFORMATION. 

HOVEVER, ANY INFORMTION VOLUNTEERED WILL BE TAKEN AND BUREAU 

I-%EDIATELY ADVISED. 

t771REQUESTED THAT HIS NAME BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND 

NOT REVEALED TO ANYONE OUTSIDE THE BUREAU. 

END 

NHH 

'::ASH DC 



cn 	 1504, to confirm rrewbu:-.;• 
lky this Burf:a,„: on Fcbruiry:17,,N 

S.::terezt Li the Lee anivcy 	11;.vw-Zignti 
At thlt; 	 nt.:visod us tWit 	aid received c .. J.  

4 ro It 	 wo.cont 	John N. A  

SE Tai PAGE 2 

ICJ y., 

• 

BY COURIER S::RVICE 

Peliruavy 17, 1354 
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Q I 

7.s...-1 	
K: 

	

'A- 	::Mr. Mf.:7:o.:;z1e rlzo told our f,.:ree that during hiu 
con:-.1.-...t with rolmrt 0..3.7!fl.i he 1eLracd t:Int ::.:snctimo durin:-; t%e 

-.4/' vock-uv.rin,-; vhica FPT:;.;16-7,.%-fis  vire of Lee Farvey Oswale., 
1. .,I( testified be:ore tg v--i*:;-t-c---1--10- "-..''.1.11,  0.-vold 
/.17 -2ds forcibly made t 	., 	, .,:.. vii,h J_Enr!:11'0.-,I.v0.7t. .41.,"..,.......:,.- 

.4-.1j- ..;•::. 	Lc:: ;:.K.1:;11--te:.7..3 Jar.r.a,-;c1... 	L.: :;F:o:.e.L.Le also—  Ic.•;.U.;.Zi:or".', i' 	C.. 	' ,..i7;: 	W::1:'. that Mn tin :rid i.7n3•tna (Mwaldts r...t.''',..4 	-- 
Jo! In :W;lornas  had an r.djeinir.; roon :xi Uarini-6:;viEld's 

Our source not the 1219.::::::,:icn Iron Mr. rcrlenzic 
that n:,:i:,2 0:-.;ald had C.L:tiscod n::•tin C3 her.  business mc-.c....c'..- 
nnd 1 ncii" he as her attorny. 	; 	 •N 	/ ■ 

...-- •-e- --■-■..,,.. ' 

co6:identially inform:A 
ca..:_ ..:.xuary 13, 	4 thnt 	leavned f.rvi 
 A" 

rnic 	been 
!, Lee 	r 	Oa 7211t:1, 

t.1.-41t 
Coriftli.i..f..an on 17cJruv.r7 1,, lay..7%,/i/:. 

• 

• :.%/; 

floaora741e J. 
Gene: z.1 Counsel 
'inc Preside:10:3 Comni,s5.e: 
200 	 AvcIlues  Ii. r. 

D. C. 

roe:a in .;ashinGton, P. C. 

• •Ir 

iii r;t1land that 
0:.,%/a2.e; Lrothcr 
::a1:enzio told ol:r 

t..);ip.1,.7  is to cpp)a.:.-  baoYe the rret5ide: I. 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. DcLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Vt. Malley, 
1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Lenihan 

ee /0,?_, 
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flonoragola 3. Lee nankin 

regio.:;cred letter trot; Varinn Cwaid di::,:Assin7, Lim v3 h1/4;17  
attor%ey. Re also vtate.1 Ole.; nr. :5nrtin had also received 

	

letter frou L'arinn 	 rlartin as her businesa 
mana::or. Mr. Thorne volunteered that tho dismizsal 	himself 
and nartin probalay caLac sus a reGult of "sone interplay"  
betwe4:11 gartin and Vcrinn Ozwald. 

ft?. Thorne nlLo told us that narina 01r.mid is 
currently residinzl with lc. and 11"rs,LE2silln P./rorcli_ 14037: 
nroocrer:t, pplAnsTvrasc. • 

. 
17'or your addell lnro nation, ye 'nava previously 

Coter-.-:-:ned that 11nrina OL:yald 4nyed at t%e Ford ho:no_frv::: II 
:Tuvcv....r II, 1932, to November  - 17, 1932, when cho ras then 
f:epnratea frca her hucbnnd Leo rv,rvey 0::wald o  lirn. Ford was 

on ir. Euf;sia and beczne acquainted 0.th Marina OJyald ancl 
her 1-.,!t.:bnnd Lco Harvey O:3;;n1d tLrouf:h 1:ur:zian cw.if;re groLpo 
in Cte :1.11ns — Fort TA)rth, Te,:t.i area. 

	

nczults oZ 	interviews with Br. and sr  s. 
Ford a..:e zot out on pncE; 253 th.voul;h 231 o: the re,ort 

rncet P. 	 tinted Fovember 30, 1933, 

	

at Tv..11a:.7,, Texas, ia 	Farvey 0:=,.3A14 natter. Typo:. 
copier of this rer:ort hvv,4 prcvloy:A.y been furnished to no 
Commic:don. 

clir.:erely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover. 

NOTE; 
confidentinl source mentioned herein is ,  

	

<` ,LL onf 	 A 
riforv..ati'8iitiefZit'to 	-1;alas Off ice 	on February 16, 1964, . 

as set out in Dallas teletype to' the Bureau dated February 16, 
1964. 	 7-(3,/(/6 

• 
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-DAIRGRAM- 

• ? 

'• REMYCAB FEBRUARY 13LAST.'-'/WALTER OB RNE ANDMRS.. LILLIE 

FEATHERSTONE, BROTHER AND'SISTER TO ALBERl OSBORNE,ADVISED .  ' 

-• ALBERT BORN GRIMSBY, ENGLAND AND LAST IN trIGLAND NOVEMBER.1963. 

RETURNED TO NEW yoRicurrumBER 5 LAST. ONJANUARY 8 ; 1564 

WALTER RECEIVED LETTER FROM ALBERT BEARING RETURNADDESS OF 

EMILIO CORRANZA FOUR A, TEXMELUCAN,; PUE..- 14EX I CO. PR IOR, TO 

THIS ADDRESS WALTER CORRESPONDED WITH ALBERT TO'BOX
t 
 308 LAREDO, 

•,- 

	

	 C'a 	 • , 	 , • 

TEXAS CARE LOF JOHN H. BOWEN.' WALTER I DENT I F u D ALL PHOTOS 

BEARING NAMES BOWEN AND OSBORNE AS H I S BROTHER. DETAILS FOLLOW 

'• .•:. : - - BY POUCH 	- . ' 	-- 	 ,. 1.  -
' 

- 	 . 	;i,   a  

le_ -:: ' -- 	' 

RECEiVED: -• 

z1--1.:(30.6i954 

r   r 5p  
axCABLEGRAW 

DECODED .  

	

Casper 	 
Col lahow 

Conrad 

DirLeoch 
Evans 

olo 	  

Ro 

von 

ova 

Trontr 

o RADIO A
:'• D TELETYP How , 	

• r 	 . 	ffdy 

URGENT. ; 	2-17-64 :- 	, .., 

TO DIRECTOR 

	

., .. i 	: .. 
- .,• .., 

FROM LEGAT LONDON: 	NO.. .35
,..  

4-1?--„:—.7.-4 	..-_ 	, 	• 	. - . 	. fry, ,.... J  
;.• -, :' . '' • 	0 :,•‘. 

' ' 	
.• . 	0. 4,1 
--'- ..-- i-' 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD,. IS,'
.
7'R'7CUBA. 

• 

• 

e * ter 	 -*", % 	I.- 	• 
• , 	• 	: s  ':.. 	4.  , 

• ' •'. 	• .,
• 	! ., t : •  

• i 	 . 	. 	... 
. *. . . If the in:e7r ,',,  ce contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 

parapii: 	• '•, to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems." _ r 



2-17-64 

4 
TELETYPE URGENT 

i. FROM DIRECTOR FBI Mc0.51-2825,55)------  
.... 

TO SAC SAN ANTONIO (105-2909) 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, IS - R - CUBA. 	 • 

• .-. 

	

	
FOLLOWING CABLE RECEIVED INSTANT DATE FROM LEGAT, LONDON: 

WALTER OSBORNE AND MRS. LILLIE FEAMERSTONE, BROTHER AND 

SISTER TO ALBERT OSBORNE, ADVISED ALBERT BORN GRIMSBY, ENGLAND, 

• AND LAST IN ENGLAND NOVEMBER SIXTY THREE. RETURNID TO NYC DECEMBER 

FIVE SIXTY THREE, ON JANUARY EIGHT, SIXTY FOUR, WALTER RECEIVED 
• LETTER FROM ALBERT BEARING RETURN ADDRESS OF EMILIOCORRANZA, 

FOUR A, TEXMELUCAN, PUE. MEXICO. PRIOR TO THIS ADDRESSAALTER 

• CORRESPONDED WITH ALBERT TO BOX THREE ZERO EIGHT, 14160, TEXAS„ 

	

. 	• 
CARE OP JOHN H. BOVEN. WALTER IDENTIFIED ALL PHOTOS BEARING 

NAmrs -BOIYEN;AND OSBORNE AS HIS BROTHER. DETAILS FOLLOW BY POUCH. 

• COPY ,1iL BY ,MAIL, 	
1:R. _/70 3")  

JCS:hitt 
	

ENC....  

	

,/ 
	

API 101,T, 	„I.__ 
. 	 I 

I .7 )) 	 - -- - 
NOTE: Osborne-Bowen is supposed to be traveling to Laredo and SA! 
has instructions to interview him. 

Tots°. 
Polroost 	 

	 t 	 .‘ 	 1A TEE:ETV-Le !dory 

Callahan, 	 •'" 
Conrad 	  t' 	 r....•••••  
DeLock-10 	• 	 t  FEB 1 7 .196 
Cohe 	 /6/47 ,  

tr-7-4-7,FEB 1 	
ENC1PHE 

Tele. R 000 	 

Ho 

sT 	9 1 

Candy  	,„ ROO. ED 

Evans 

• E 

TELETYPE UNIT 



7'r. Tol.-mt 	__ 
Mr. r, treent__ 
14;r. M:ifit -- 
Mr. ('P•r4...r.._ 
70 r. eal!alicrt _ 
Mr. C-vrad _ 
ki T. I-1.4. eft: 
Mr. Vs-  :71i; _ 
M r. G7-I? .....„ 
Mr. 11-14.-4 - -i_  

Mr. 11...11::7 
Mr. Tn tt,:r 
Tee. 1::s.:.., _. 
M i:.,s 11(.1-1,a 
Misz Gandy_ 

' 4 'S 6r/ 

--4 

EX-103 

• 

11 
5 7 FE.13 1919bil' 

FEB 1 9(34 

TEL YPE 

1,2 M CST 	URGENT 	2-17-64 	FMB 

jer0 DIRECTOR (105-82555) 

AND SAN ANTONIO 

FROM BIRMINGHAM(105-908) 	(RUC) 	1 PAGE 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD. IS DASH R DASH CUBA. — 

REBUTEL FEBRUARY FOURTEEN LAST AND MYTEL FEBRUARY FIFTEEN LAST. 

PHOTO OF ALBERT OSBORNE TAKEN OCTOBER, SIXTYTHREE, FURNISHED 

WITH REBUTEL, VIEWED BY SA ERVIN B. BRUNINGA, SEVENTEENTH INSTANT. 

IN HIS OPINION THAT PERSON IS IDENTICAL WITH JOHN HOWARD BOWEN, 

WHOM HE INTERVIEWED AT FLORENCE, ALABAMA, FEBRUARY EIGHTH LAST. 

NO BEPORT OR OTHER COMMUNICATION BEING SUBMITTED. 

DALLAS ADVISED AIR MAIL. 

SA  ADVISED SEPARATELY 

END WA VS 

FBI WASH DC 

FBI WASH; DC 

FBIlIfiMGHAM 

221U3 
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ta: r "JAL:ry 12, 

. 	• 	. 
t.I. • , :!rvic2 

1 - oelmont 
1 - Mohr 
1 - Callahan 
1 - DeLoach 
1 - Rosen 
1 - Sullivan 

OY 

1 - Malley 
1 - Branigan 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Leann 

.! -•■ 

Ca. 
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car.icov.:r,  
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conCidenticl te...11-re. r"777147.79: 77'37-'-  
I .  

:...- -....i.,4i.v...... 
.,..........d.-,•....a,:. 	con1ic..1;tii!ily in-Aro-J.:I.:- .,2. 

:,.-.rect: onre*druz,ry 16, 	-: that ii....: LL:! loarnod Troa - 
111i(1 A. r.c.f.c.:1 in 	.,:. -nbiltora4 in Ibllca, that 

had bc;.;:l ir, co:Itcc:.; v.it:i ::oJert (v.7.1e1, 1.:rott:1-  of 
..'! .2 11:rv,-v t:sirifld, on .T:e5rnrry 16, 1964. 	:t1.,.:io to70.: or 
.cure..; '...:•t• 1:0e1t Lswald i; to ai;pear 5,.;:oro t 	ir.:Adens 

on February 2:), i64. 

..2 

::canzic all;o told cir sourc„! t1I'A durinr; 
Cswc1C. 	 thnt 

v%ich 	 -ife of 1.4e ":.-rvey 
.;fore .the 

forzDly 
!.;:r but;iness 	 also 1.:nra from 

Oct Acrtin 
JoIln 	 hvd on Jo.inrco:l to iiarina 
room in 	siiton, D. C.  

2 	 t.ur source L:ot 
tt 	Cswald hod (j.Lnissed 	 Ther c-.1.51ss 

• ond 	CS her attorw:y. 
• " AAA.  •••-•• 	

•••• 

For your infor.lotion, v:! cc:..t:,cted tlo:17. ... Thorn:. 
on Feoruary 16, 1964, to ..-.0n:ir,..11, vis 'arr .. for i 

,,,......._ intorvicn; of ..:rina f:svf 	1; this .4,:-..zu on 1.4.1..,r..t ,r:t 171  1:. . 
. 

----- in 4;fitt:!rA of.::I.r.t(A*.c.A - 11 '..!is inve,ti--tion. 	11t '::..i:; trze - ..:,.• 
.-_ ..___...r. 	roa r.cvi,i.A us th-1..:. '.1z: 111.-A 1-:::7iv,..!d a regi.v..d lett..;-1 

--i- o:4 ,..:rina ;::::v::-.1d dit>li, In::: hi:-.1 ',.:•. r..Tottornc:y. 	..!: t111.:;. - C 
'. 7.--• REL:ccrw • 	..,. 	. 7 ; •• " .._#• 	I .  Q 0  . 	.1' .'  
..: -- ---- 	(13) 	 • 

d
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Chief, Secret Servicc 

stated thLt 	Martin had al:a) r.:ccived t. lettcr frol :farina 
Oswald dismissing  1rtia an her :Itu;iness 41vr.ng..1r. 	Th:,:nre 
volunter_d that the 	 of himself and Acxtin probCcij 
came as a result of "some interplay" between MLrtin and 
Acrina Oswald. 

Mr. Thorne Dino told us that Avrina Oswald in curr.:,ntly 
rith Mr. and Mrs. !*;eclan P. Ford, 14067 3roc.%crest, 	. 

rallas, 

FGr yo'lr pride informaMan, te have previously 
tht jarina 	stived vt the Ford home :roe 

Nc,vemSer il, 1952, to NONN:N.)Or 17, l%2, when she was then 
separated from her husband Lee Larvey cfsvold. Mrs. Fcrd aas 
corn in ral;,E2 and hecaw. ,ccuainted with Aarin- ' 	.IJ and 
1.1c,r hqs:Ymd f.,ce Ilarvey :;J:vv16 throuz!: Litsict; 
in the 	- Fort 1.orth, Tcxac, aren. 

	i712 confiOenti31 source 7.-,ention..-:d herein is 

tt"*"C-Ciirl-J. 1 u 
inforL:vtion herein to the Li:: tas.6ffice on 2-16-64, as set G»: 
in Dallas teletype to the ;;ureau dated 2-16-64. Data contviL,.k: 
herei tas furnished to the Commission and the Attorney Gner.41 
by letter dated 2-17-64. inesiwch as Secret Service agents 
accomxtnied Mrs. M,Lrina Oswald to Vashington during her 
testiT,Iony before the Warren rxruisslon, it is desirable 
data in this letter be furnished to Secret Service. 

• 

t, 

110 
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;:an!-.1n col-.1n-e.ente,1 thet it (loos net ner.,!Ls. 	,Ar•ze:•ol.:1;.:,-i.r.:.. any 

	

nor oars oiteler, but tho 	 that t'•• 	 h:4 
11c3.,.$ 	rit;nt to 	in.4.11ry In the [rat 	 ol 

it V.. a f.; 	luer whet"wr t:1•1::. could have happencri 	th:y were 
su::',2o:.;red to 'nava he.r 	5...urvelit:•taz e, and, furthc.rniore, 	U • 
•ceolu referrir.:; EL beciz, they couI..: 	chec.:: it oat to see if. it 

	

Fcople facre on Cuty. 1.;r. 	:;tate.1::ecrct 

	

to her and che said it W.".13 toc a lorceful act, thr:.t 	conue•Lted to 
lc:Ir.:cc:a carious thing In 	sae 	c:..11ed 

toll her aboa it. Z-Ile al3o said it 1.1.-...p:;roned ater tbe 	 ovc.e: 
.1.nitLY.t the Secr....t Zervice people, v;:ei.e;1 	not have kno•,:n, v.....Yrur 

then t"-e- ir,oved O.it 	.fo%-  ••:. ' 	fe.Lovcd In -nd 
Lai•iln Lieve.1 	1::.tcr, 	it wac %.\:.n•nrz th-ut 	th•A it ovcuty::•;.1;y_nd 

Cu:3 told ':e•zret :_iervice that i(o'se•;V:eAval,.1 .v:`nri oat abc.)..it it arid 	\vas r:0.:1- 
pllaining about 	 here Li t.a:-..111avdto:1 th..--t long 	•E0 	prectically 
..or ;‘);:,-6f.1 zreci; 	Thc:n Che went bac% to iT;allas and Iva :3 :).:iying 
• rat-Lin's and 	OLviald 	hre.r Low c-rerything 

orA 	tut axearently 	tQl1 111:n, and 	'.:er to hi..., 
La.:.', and th.:n 	L'nf:; other cou:p;;;11.n,1 iirod w.F.':•.orno and 

are ct:.;:da,; 	t0 	 CZI:12; out and Get 	et 
- eh t'o.c thinz and a later is bc.in 5E.r.: to un. 	 t.:13 L what 
• !;•.:5 told the 1.:ecrc-t ::;erv1‘..3 and it prt:.....nts 	kintif; of pro1,17.1r.ls  aLe to what 

ui> to and viint I.:artia was Li* to. -- . 	/0 4  
• •• ,. 	I 	

- •  

225E6 201954 

•s ebruary 2s, 10C4 

tf   
. 	atiieu 

I rcite.rne:: an earlier call iro.-..11-10:-.o:a1:11 J. Lee. Fantia, General 

	

of th,:: 	 on tt).?2,ceal...sinationof Pree_iient 
IZan'cin 	 to to.:-.111.!: 	for sendin3 thu 

	

abou: 	 u...) by coarycr 	for 6:Attn:; it to thee...;.; 
i stated 1 thou2,Lt 	ouga to icnov: at-Adut it. 

4 d• 



PI 

rz.-...)r.i.:ry 1E, 

I• ;.c:.:cn, -vans,  .;e:riorandain for 1.:.;cssrs. Tolsca, 

I stzted that i'horne 	thi) cOnyersatloa 	wah 	tho 
reczlied a reE,lstered letter frora her clisr:icsin;:-; !Ala 	her Llt.:1r.i.i:j; 

and :-.artin aLo received a sintilvtr totter iroh.i 	difartiscln hi:i: 25 her 
business 	 I continued thvt Thorne volunteered that the eicsliss:ii c:: 

• and ...•.artiricTex.:oly wan as a ref,iult of some interplay between 1;artin and 

?.sic.cd if t:iere t.va.3 any in.:1(...v.tton that had gene. on 1::.,, fore, 
Loatca 	vas rot, but we e;P:ve cat 	ar.y ti 	hacl her in our ow:to:1y 

surve... 	U 	o 	:tb lit n, 	wedid 	t 	t.d 	livinz  
';'llarne, 'with some rer..),:13 naciai 'e'en; in 1:4,..017;.s. 

stated that 	r. !'orrels (-4:::r:Inetic) of Scc:r.--;: 
down in 	and %vas the one who %vvirt ot:t to En." . 	Cr;-.1ald an:.' or 
may 	to tali: to 	L:r. Vankin also z..t1tc..1 C.::At he 	to/c1 
of secret iiervIce and our rieo;:le ii,ay want to t_11:.  to him. 

:1).at he is sending us a latter, but he ..:;anted to tell rLe 0: 
for t'a:.! Lievcage. I told tir. f(an::In 	would pct on it ac soon as his lett:r 

Ceelliree. 

Very truly yours, 

1.f H. 
;:oover 

Director 
SENT FROM D. 0. 

-2  • it : l TIME ..._,?..:-..,-;_..7---,--  
/d7-c-77  6.1  DATE zs  

BY _____,Lf/  

- 2 - 



1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Malley 

February 18, 1964 t 

04- 

FEB 18 19'64  

Tolson 	 
linnet 

Main 	 
Casper 	 
Callahan 
Conrad 	 
Ca.Loads 
Evans 	 
Gate 
Poston 	 

Tavel 
Sullivan 	 

Tratter 
Tole. Roon77:4, 	F EB Hottnea 	 
Gandy - . 

Sincerely yours, 

.0. rdiir 1-6:3ver 

5*_ 
dr- 

CBC:fch 
(8) 	if  

O 
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- 

225E8 .18, §64 

105-82555 

By Courier Service 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 20002 ) 

• Dear Mr. Rankin: 

In accordance with the telephonic request of _ 
Mr. Charles Shaffer of your staff on February 17, 1964, the 
C14 rifle was delivered to Mr. Melvin Eisenberg on 	 r. 

February 17, 1964. 



Enc. 

• 06 140111, 	- 	100 
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/6/61 1062 Mt.°. 
016 0410 Nil NO. 2/ 

UNITED STATES C 	LAMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	:Mr. A. H. Belmont 

FROM : Mr. W. C. Sullivan ' 

SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - It - CUBA 

DATE: 2-5-64 

oe, 
al#041 

In accordance with the Director's request, we hav4 
prepared the enclosed affidavit incorporating facts which 
clearly refute the allegation that Lee Harvey Oswald was an 
FBI informant and which also refute testimony given to the 
President's Commission by Mr. Henry M. Wade that (1) the FBI 
does not account for money paid to informants and (2) Wade, 
while serving in the FBI's Special Intelligence Service (SIS) • 
was provided with funds to pay informants and was not hen 	 , 
accountable for the money. 

The affidavit is sound and constitutes an unequiVocal - 
refutation of the false allegations. The Director may de6ire 	. 
to use this affidavit in connection with an appearance before 
the President's Commission. 

RECOMENDATION:  " . 	 9. 
L 

10  

That the enclosed affidavit be forwarded to the , 
Director. This affidavit should be dated when exectted. rt. 

(..) 

ADDENDUM, 2/5/64 (AHB:csh) - 
Please note this affidavit goes into detail 

1 - Mr. Belmont 	as to Wade's activities in NIS. The purpose is 
1 - Mr. Mohr 	to show that ourmcords, even 20 years ago, show 
1 -.Mr. Callahan accountability for monies eNpended. I wonder, 
1 - Mr. Rosen 	however, if we don't labor this too much, as it 

	

) ,4 	1 - Mr, Sullivan fills two pages of a 4-page affidavit._ Also,_we 
f.  

	

N 	l- Mr. Branigan mention the country where Wade was assigned 
11- Mr. Baumgardner 	undercover, namely Ecuador. Possibly this will 1. 1 - Mr. D.J.Brennan 	raise a fuss in Ecuador and South America. 	1 

I suggest we eliminate the name oS the 	a 1 
>.),A CDB:slw:jdd 1 	A  .',country. fq 4 	/AS )!).V,"!=. 1  
), 

F& f., fir:pi  4 1964 PL 	Eg)(TiiIt 
— 	

. _ " 
1 f 	 .pa,c tto, 

zzFEB:131 



Memorandum to Mr. Belmont,2/5/64 
Re:4  Lee Harvey Oswald, IS -R-Cuba 

Addendum, continued: • 

In addition, this affidavit goes into detail, i.e., that 
headquarters must authorize the field to develop an informant; 
he is given a permanent symbol and code name; headquarters must 
authorize payments; and receipts and vouchers are submitted by the 
field to headquarters. In Federal Court trials against the 
Communist Party and individual communists, the defense has repeatedly 
made every possible attempt to explore our handling of informants 
and get its hands on our recordsi  under the Jencks decision, etc. 
This public affidavit may provide the basis for the defense to 
demand further records, such as our vouchers or blue slips and 
all correspondence between the Bureau and our field offices 
dealing with the development and handling of an informant who is 
used as a witness. 

I suggest we show this proposed affidavit to Assistant AG 
Yeagley to see whether it would provide a basis for the defense 
to demand and secure such Bureau records at a trial. If he thinks 
it will result in such action, it is suggested we rewrite this 
affidavit to make it as strong as possible and yet eliminate such 
particulars.  

1 	

• A. H.130ont 

,re   

tilt/ 	Y■ 

-L-01--cAU \ 
ip all C. 

Ze 101 	litiG 
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1-Mr.Belmont 	1-Mr.Sullivan 
1-Mr.Mohr 	1-Mr .Branigan 
1-Mr.Callahan 	l-Mr.Baurgardner . 

, 

• • 	 • 	.•-, 	 ir""4" 

4. I. 	 • 	
I, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 'of the Federal Bureau, 

of Investigation, do hereby swear and depose that Lee Harvey' 
Oswald was never an informant of the FBI, was never assigned 
a symbol number in that capacity, and was never paid any 
amount of money by the FBI in any regard. 

Such a statement can be made authoritatively and - •): 
' 	- without equivocation because of the close supervision • , 
• headquarters affords'its security informant program and,'.;.- 
• because of the safeguards established to insure against'anv",. I 

abuse or misuse of the program.  

FBI field offices cannot proceed to develop anyone 
as a security informant without authorization from FBI 
headquarters. An informant is assigned a permanent symbol 
number and code name to afford him security. The informant 

‘,.never knows the symbol number Assigned to him, It is a 	;.% 
• number permanently assigned to him, and the vai) number"cannot 
be used again by the field office under any circumntances for 
any other individual. The individual also is given a 
fictitious or cover name by the field office which he, of 
course, is made aware of, and he affixes it to his communications 
with the office. Every symbol number and code,  name is indexed 

. 	here at FBI headquarters. 
• • 

If the services of an informant warrant payment on 
a regular basis, the field offices must also obtain 
authorization from FBI headquarters to make such payments. 

. 	t 

• ."-;* 

Rad any of our offices made payments to Leo Harvey" 

	

qlsos 	Oswald under the SAC's authority, these would have been shown 
d0 ----in tho receipts and vouchers submitted by each office. Those 

	

., 	
  
repords have been chocked and no ouch payment was ever made. 

• , . _ 

---J D: mc : jik), 	See memo Sullivan to Belmont, 2-5-64, 	•i 
CDB:skw:jdd, re Lee, Harvey Oswald, IS -R-CUBA. 

4*. Room 

	

ottef 	 

44— 	

05r 
ttrres 

	

Indy - 	

A is. 

TCLETYPE UNIT 	 .11.2 
)Ji;ci ,G-3u 

• 
• Special Agents in Charge (SACO of our field offices • 

are authorized to make payments to individuals not utilized.on 
a regular basis as informants, but here too FBI headquarters 
controls this by limiting the amount an SAC can pay to any one 
individual in this category. FBI headquarters maintains control 
of such payments as they must be accounted for by the field 
offices at the end of each month through the submission of 
detailed accounting to headquarters. 



Had Oswald been assigned a symbol number, this would be a 
matter of record not only by number but also by name. As. 

;,N- 	a matter of fact, we can identify every symbol number used, 
phst or present. Oswald could not have been assigned such a 

4 	symbol number without approval by FBI headquarters. There is 
no record of any such request by any field office and no 
record of any such approval. 

The only contacts FBI Agents had with Oswald prior 
to the assassination of President Kennedy involved three -.  

1.Ar!,iL• interviews FBI Agents had with him. . The first was on Jute 26, 
1  1902, at Fort Worth, Texas, shortly after his return home from 

the Soviet Union. The purpose was to assess the possibility' 
. of his having been given intelligence assignments by the Soviets. 

The second, on August 16, 1962, was in the same connection. 
The third was at his specific request on August 10, 1063, 
following his arrest in New Orleans the preceding day on a 
charge of disturbing the peace and creating a scene. At that 
time, ho described some of his activities in connection with 1 

- ., the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, the pro-Castro organization,;:'
-  

. 	• 	• 	 '• 	• •' • 	• 	• • 	• 	 ' 7••  • 	• 	• .• 	• 	••• 

Oswald was'again interviewed by FBI Agents at the 
Dallas Police Department following his arrest after the 
assassination of the President. This interview was aimed at 
eliciting any admissions ho might make in connection with the 
assassination, as well as to obtain any information he might 
have been able to furnish ofA security nature. 

, 	• 	. 	. 	, 	. • 	. . 	.. 	• • . 
. - We have obtained affidavit's 	every very Agent who was 

in.contact with Oswald. In addition, we also have secured`:-?- :' 
affidavits from their respective SACS. These affidavits show 
that none of these FBI Agents developed Oswald as an informant. 

" 	I have been advised that Mr. Menry U. Wade, a former 
Special Agent of the FBI and currently the District Attorney . 
of Dallas County, Texas, previously testified to the Commission 
that ho had heard that Leo Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant 
with the symbol number "179" and was being paid $200 monthly. 
As the facts clearly show, this is not true. 

Furthermore, the facts refute Mr. Wade 's reported . 
statement to the Commission that there is no record maintained' 
in the FIJI of informant funds expended or the purposes for 
which used by the FAA employee to whom they are furnished. 



k 

Mr, Wade reportedly stated that he had worked in • 

the FBI's Special Intelligence Service (SIB) and that he was 
supplied from time to time with.various sums of money. for which
he did not have to account 	for which he did'not have to 

" 	 r  c•!" 	
t .4. 

:1! - -obtain any receipts from the personS. to whom:he.disbursed the 

	

, money. 	, 	 ,  • 7 	• ' 	' 
.? 	 • 	 • 

• 
••• ' 

The emergency conditions that prevailed during World 
War II when the FBI conducted its SIS program did not permit the 
tight supervision that prevails currently in our informant 
operations. But this is true only in regard to the fact that 
SIS men necessarily were given ,the latitude to develop. and pay 
informants'on the spot without 4rior approval from' FBI head-r: %.• 

4 < 
quarters.'': Nevertheless, BIS.mens operated under a control system' 
and adhered to it by advising FBI headquarters of payments made. 

4 7-f• and the identity of the individuals paid. Such payments were 
-supported by receipts in nearly every instance. 

Wade, for example, entered on duty with, the FBI on 
December 4, 1939. On July 6," 1942, Wade was advanced the sum 
of $1,075 in connection with an BIS assignment. This was for , 
subsistence and travel in connection with his - assignment 1,11.'- v!4 

''''Ecuador as well as to provide him with soma money to finince'his 
'operations. His passage from New Orleans to Guayaquil, Ecuador,. 
cost over $500 alone. In addition, he was required to make full 
restitution of the total amount which had been advanced him and 
subsequently did so. All of his expenditures of the total amount 
furnished him were substantiated by vouchers ho submitted. 

. Wade arrived in Ecuador 'on August .16,.1942.:itev •e , .•• 
operated in an undercover capacity with a symbol'ilumber, 	-,i* 
specifically Number 345, and used the 'code name "James"- in ,.-.. -. 

,, 	signing communications. Within Ecuador, he was referred to — -' 
•, 	as Confidential Informant Number 43.!' - ' - .-Y 

1, 	• 	 "' 	7 • 	: 	• 	' 	: • 	' • 	; ' 	•. 	'' ‘, 	:-." 	;.• ' 	) .` . '1..  

! 4 • 
 

...r : . 
	 . Although in an undercover Capacity, Wade was • 

::..-_ .required to submit vouchers twice monthly through the Legal, 
• Attache's Office in Quito, Ecuador. They were reviewed there . 

and forwarded to FBI headquarters whore they were chocked 
prior to approval and the transmittal of funds to Wade's 
account. 

In his operations, Wade handled a total of 11 
informants. His vouchers clearly identify each expenditure 

11111U 	 1 a'0741 .I! PI • 

110 

'• •  
"•• • 	* 



gar oover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

.;,!! 	• 
*S* 

fk ,/t  

1% 	, 	• 

made by him in connection With payments to any one of theise 

informants, In all, Wade expended a total of $1,438.21 in 
payments to informants. In addition to identifying each 
informant paid and indicating the amount paid to each, he 
complied with the regulations to furnish separately summary 
data on all informants he was using and an evaluation of their 
services. 

4 	•

• Five .  of the informants Wade, was operating 'were the:.,, 

moat productive, These five received a total of 01,284.94 in 

52 separate payments made by Wads, Each of these payments was 

supported by a receipt, Six other payments unsupported by 

receipts were accounted for by Wade in vouchers submitted by him, 

Wade left Ecuador on May 2, 1943 and in a letter. 

dated May 25, 1943, submitted his resignation from the 
By letter dated June 13, 1943, Wade sought reinstatement 

• stating that he had made a mistake in resigning. Uowever,' 
this request for reinstatement was refused since the FBI's:. 

request for his deferment under the Selective Service Act  
already had been withdrawn. 

ty4 ,, 

••••• 

Note: 

See memorandum Sullivan to Belmont 2-5-64 re 
"Lee Harvey Oswald," CDB:skwOdd. 
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Fobruary 7, 19G4 
BY COURIER SERVICE 

1 - Belmont 
1 - Sullivan 
1 - V. L. Smith 
1 - Branigan 

Honorablo J. Leo Rankin 	 1 - Lenihan 
General Counsel 
	

1 - Lee 
The President's Cn =11001911.: 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Vashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, nankin: 

In connection with the inquiry o2 the Commission, 
vo thought that you night bo intorested in the attachod 
summaries, which deal with two other United States citizens 
v.lo vent to Eussia and returned to the United States. - 

Loth of theso individuals, Liboro Uicciardelli 
r.nd Eobert Edward Vebstor, have advised that at no time 
cid the Seviots attempt to obtain'classified information . 
from them or to recruit them for intolligenco work in the 
United Statos. 

27 	•-ir I  
fra  
C, CO 

rvi 

1 

Sincerely yours, 

NOT RECORDED 
199 FEB 1 c 1964 

,,-esk3gr 
Enclosures 4 

1)-  
1 _1. 1 1 - 105-72388 (Ricciardelli) 

‘.- 	1 	105-81235 (Mobster) 

----(10) 'Jr) 1  A  

NOTE: 	Original and one of nt nolied' 1 Iterheads furnished 
• UTTJassion per its request for'two copies of all information -- • _ 

_:::furnished.\ 

r? 1,7 ism 
R,CC. 

22FEJ \71',-,19o4 
r UN IT C:3 
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	105-72330 

A 	FURNISMD COI MISSION r,xcldossmm  

' 	: 

• 

1 - Belmont 

1 - Sullivan • 

l'- W. L. Smith 

Branigan 

1 - Lenihan 

1 • Lect 

February 7, 19C4 

f 

Lzrzno RICCIARDI:Lb! 

Libero Ricciardelli lived in Russia from 

Fehruary, 1959, until Juno, 1963, along with his vifo 

and three children. On his roturn to tho United States,. 

L3 yes interviewed by Agents of this Fureau and furnished 

information concerning hicsolf and hin lifo in Russia. A 
	 of, thczo in 	i3 cot forth as follows. 

vas .born in Needham, rassaohusetts, 

Jvne 13, 1917, and vas educated through tho to grado. 

.:;er serving in tho United States Aray Air Corps from 1042 

to 1V-7, he was demabilized and becamo a plasterer. ro 
rlarried in 1044 and has thrco children born in 1946, 1948, 

and 1OLD. 

In 1053 Ricciardelli vas having domestic problems 

nd whoa Lin vifo refused to visit a psychiatrist, hp began 

c=pervised reading in the fields of psychology and philosophy. 

As a result, ho decided to to :o bin vifo and three children on -

s visit to rassia, a socialistic stato. They traveled to 

Bassin February, 2050, on round-trip tickets. 

After arriving in rO3C.:Ws  ricciardalli ran out of 
roney in a short tico end then bccamo hospitalized for a 

period of 21 days. Vhen ho returned fro:a the hospital 	- 

arrangements vero to with the International Red Cress for 

financial assistanco, Eicciarde/li stated that Curing the 

ne;;t fev r.ontho hie family problems, mental worries, and 

poor Lcalth caused him to become Len tally disturhed. Finally, 

hi rifo statcd that cho ran going to return vith tho ' - 

children to tho Uaited States and at this tiro Cicciardolli 

decided to stay in Ilussia. ty this act he felt that ho vas -

cutting a.z.ay fro the past and ran also zahing cc: Lain that 

1:i3  cht/drcn veuld be given an education. ro recstca 'that 
Ito to coat to a climate :lora henelicial to his health and ho 

font to 	 Tao rifo and children refused to accept 



Li ere 

In the Cuumer of 19C0 Eicciardelli woo on vacation 
in a russian Government vacation resort. Gnu ni3tt ha stayod 
cut of the hotel after midnight and found' timself loched out. 
tic ho attemptel to 	tho wall and enter tho hotel by 
the balcony, ho vas stopped by a policeman vho demanded an 
e::planntion. This act ma do 	 feel that he was 
actually in prison rather than on a vacation. 

As a result of hie general disappointment with life 
in rucsin and the ahovo incident, ho and his wife Logan to plan 
to leave tha Soviet Union. They decided to go to CzechoslovaLia 
chicle they considered to be noro Vesternized than any of the 
otner satellites. Zo visited the Czochoslovalcian rm'eassy in 
!:oscow and a:plied for visas to outer that country. After a 
period o2 ccl:pleto confusion for tho next two years, ricciardolli 
vas finally inforzed that visas could be granted for travel to 
Cmcchoslovahia. rovever, they vero then informed by tho Covict 
Government that they vould not ho pomitted to leave the 
Covict Union. 

In Au:1-ust, 10C2, rm. Lieciardelli decided she vauid 
return to the ho..7.3 of her parents in Illitois'and 
would return to tho home of his parents in Vassachusetts. Since 
1:rs. PacciardelIi still had hor Amorican passport, she was able 
to leave Eussia on Larch 27, 10C3. 

Ghee Eicciardolli applied for his passport at the 
American Embassy in Eoscow, ho vas told that do vas no longor 
an American citizon. Le then filed an cpplication for a visa 
to return an an alien to the United Mates. Tho visa vas.  
issued on Juno IA, 1003, tut ho tas re tired to ree:ain in 
Lescov for fourteen days because of eenlu,:ion over the status 
of his oldest daw.hterls citizenship. Eis problem vas finally' 
resolved and ho loft russia Juno 23, 10G3, 

• At no time did anyone ever ask nicciardolli atyning. 
about his cervico in tho Gaited Ctates Air Force. 23 additl.ea, 
no atteLlpt was nacho to have bin join the 	 7:%) xias 
relluested on several oecasie.i.s to r.::!:e a speech to ureups 
ver%crs at tho plant vhere ho vas C./  cloyed but ho refused to do eo.  
1:o wo nr.;ed to veto in Covict elections but he never did eO. 
leforo his departure fron nussia 	V:ft3 not intervie-.7ad by azy 
cllicial of the Pnosian Covornment nor Ly any Juembors o2 tLo. 
Coviot ri....ess. At no tine did anyone ever attezpt to recruit bin 
to act on behalf of the soviet Government after his return to - 
tLo United Statos. --  - 	---- • -- 



1 - Bolmont 
1 -'Sullivan 
1 - W. L. Smith 
1 - Eranigan 
1 - Lcaihan 
1 - Lop 

• 

February 7, 1964 

110tr:IT ET.A1P.IID TI2MT= 

robert Webstor lived in russia from Aucust, 1959, 
until t!ay, 10C2, vhcn ho returned to the) United States. flo 
11a3 been intorvioved by this Val-eau and tho folloving is a 
sa==a1.7c2 tho info :lion ha furLiched. 

Webster vas born Octotor 23, 1023, at Tiffin, Ohio. 
cervod in tha United States Navy from Luz.ust, 1047, until 

Lay, 1050. In Novembor, 1057, ho borfan 	 cith the 
Land Levolopment Com.aay, Clevoland,Ohio. 

In 1050 Webstor mado three trips to.Eusola to 
represent his employer at the Ancrican National EtIlibition 
in rezcou. In /larch, 1050, ho vas in noscov for ono vsez, 
in Flay, 1050, and Juno, 1000, ha vas thera for coven voo'ss 
and his third visit boaan in July, 1050. At this ti=o he 
vas =arried and the father of two. children. ruriaa his third 
trip to Euzsia, ho rocuested permission to =main thoro. 

T7:o thoucvlit of renaining in nussia care to Webster 
during his ccconcl trip in 105); Lovover, at that tiro ho mado 
no effort to rcnain thoro. Shortly after his errival in roscort 
in July, 1:)53, ha Ciccu=ed this vith Alezander f.3hic%in, an 
Englin-s,)calzing ncssian official at tho exhibition, and 
Chis%in c=ar-ed fo= cn-interview c;ith one Po:of. At this 

ncetin:* Vcbstor filled cut a quostionnairo furniohin3 his 

bac%:;round and c::pr=sing his cich to remain In russia to 
hotter hi=olf in t:lo plastics industry. Poi:of did not 
acco't thin reason and Vehster thou chanaed it to stato that 

ho vantoa to stay in Euscia cinco all business iu tho 

United Ztates vas controlled by the Coveranent. 	 ' 

Vebster 	intorvieved on four occasions by rrS 14 IgG4 
	ro:)of and other pe=ens. The intorvievo voro nined at , 

-:.eter:ilnin,7 if Ve:::;:el.  vas contain that ho vantol to stay_in 

_____=rusia cad to Cotc::Alno his tochnical qualifications and 
!sham 	

C:0)2»ICCOO Thrco C:.ys bcforo ho vas scheduled to leave nt14 --- 	 • 	 Aro  
o4,11  	 ho received per:LIcsion to remain thoro. In com;lany 

a zalo Intouri.ot guides  ho trayolcd to Lonia;rad, Russia. 
. 	(;._, 

t, 	AND ONE PURNISEED COMM 	" ICSION 	C 
.R... 	JrL:pa (11) 

lives 1 05-812.05 	- - 	 - 



:abort 7.,:ward Vebstor 

Sob for has stated that his decision to rennin 
in Itur-!-,ta vas bacad on caveral thincs. First, ho desired 
to esc:'..o his fa Wily responsibilities in the United states. 
Secondly his wifo hnd objectod to tho travol necessitated 
Ly his job and, finally, ho vas seriously in dobt. 

In addition to tho ahovo rcasons, when Tractor 
can in raccew on his second trip, ho had mot one VeraPlatonoVa, 
who as separated frc3 her husband. Their friendship as 
curroptitionno as Soviet nationals rem not supDosed to riinglo 
vith fareizers. After rebater had receivcd permiosion to 

-war.laia in ruosia and Lad Loan in Leninzrad for tro vac:hos  ho 
par:Atted to telephene Platonova and cho VZ5 per.aitted to 

visit hiu in Leningrad. Webater then traveled to ::05C3V vhero 
Le officially renounced his American citizcnahip to Anorican 
olficials and then went on a one-month vacation with Platonova. 

After this vacation Vaster and Platonova rcturned 
*0 Leninzrad and he became, enployed at the Plastics Inctituto, 
vith Plat()nova as his interareter. ris job ras to establish 
1Tiborlan Lopartment since tiioro van none in the instituto. 

E=.1az -;Lis tima he and Platopovarosided in a cou.r.:an-law 
xelationship v.:doh resulted in a daughter being Lora on 
;:igust 13, 1000. ro also attempted to design a Fiberg1a3 
1.oain C.-.2asitor, but duo to the lac% of parts and equipment, 
the raeldno did not vor%. 

About Docembcr of 1953 %%Later received a letter fro..:. 
his father informing hiu that his nother had suifered a, montal 
t:..ca%:.owu and that he rnn necJed at hoae. This lettor disturbcd . 
Vebster and in !Lay, 1CCO, ho travoled to :s.,..Yaow accompanied 
Ly Platonova on olficial Lusineas. Vhilo fa L7eacov ho contacted 
tha American rm,.:assy to ectermino the neeesary proccauro to 
roturn to the 	Stat=. Vhen ho roturnad to Lenila;rad, 
ho began steps to obtain the required Soviet eacu=nts and in 
t.u:;.ust, 1000, na4o his first application for a Soviet enit vi ca. 
About trio months' later ho vas told the reacost had leen denic1 
rnl that ho teuld havo to vait eno year before,  reapplying. C..11 
year later ho 	nada an application 	tho eait visa vas 
cranted in rehre.ary, 19::2. Oa !larch 12, 1902, the American nata:_,.--7 
advised Mn that his Soviet o::it visa as approved and 113 vas-- 
CiVOA inotructions rozarding tho obtaining of an Amoriean visa. 

• 2 •• 
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Robort Zdvard Uobstor 

ilczardina Lis efforts to lonvo,russia, rotster 
stated that Vora Platonova mado no offOrt to porounde him 
to rennin in tho *Soviet Union, but cho assisted Liu in 
preparing for:A.1 and oLtainiug various docuzouts rhich La 
noodcd. Chen it Locamo known that rter ranted to leave 
Russia, to non from Vozcov intorvicced him for about liftoon - 
riautos and asked him to reconsider his decision. Eo told 
-rocs° vcn ho vanted to return to his rife and childrcn and 
to coo his cick nother. No prossuro vas excrtod on him and 
no political nattors roro discussed. 

17oster Las stated that ho vas not av:aro of any 7 ' 
participation of Coviot intollionco perconnol in his interviovs 
or othr:rvico either ofore or after his dofoction. Itovas not 
avaro if Vora Platonova 1723 ovor contacted by Soviet intollizonco. 
Further, to tho best of his LoovloOgo Coviet intolligonco 
ehiblted no intorost in him boforo his departure to the 
United States. Itorequests vore maclo of bin and no zgreomonts 
voro vado in return for his c.Tit visa. Tiro only question . 
concerning Arorican deonso vatters occurred rhon sono engineers 
from L:oscow ancd him chat Ccvornmont cork vns handled in the 
Pnnd Cc=pnny and Wobstor denied any knowlodzo of this, vhich . 
ho said vas truo. 

Webster arrived back in the United Stites on 
Lay 20, 1VC2, as an alien admittod under tho Russian quota. 

. 	. 
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Honorable J. Loo Rankin. 
General Counsel - 
The President's Commission ,:7- 

. 200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

• 

'1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr,. . 
1 Mr. Callahan -
1- Mr. Rosen 
A. -.Mt. J. R..Malley,_ 
.1 - Mr. Sullivan!

. 
,  

February 6, 1964 

1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner. 
1 - Mr. D. J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan. 

L. 

1 
1 

N.N. 
Reference is made to our conversation of 

January 28, 19(34, concerning testimony furnished the . 	N. 
Commission by Kr. Henry M. Wade, the District Attorney of 	NJ 
Dallas County,'Texas. You advised that Mr. !ado testified 
he bad heard that Lee Harvey Oswald had been an informant.` !" 	1  I:CI 
of the FBI, had been assigned symbol number "179n and had IN 
been paid #200 monthly in this capacity. You further , 	t■ 	\<i,  
advised that Ur. Wade also indicated that FBI headquarters 	̀ Zi 
was not in a position to know in all instances whether an ,„ 
individual was an informant of this Bureau. 	- 	 CV: 

,..- 	
.. 	

, _., At the time, I advised you that Leo Harvey Oswald 
-..., 	had never been an informant of the FBI and that this Duro:tee 

procedure in regard to handling informants is such as t0-= - jt; 
insure that FBI headquarters would have all necessary facts 6 syn' 

t. 	concerning the development and control of any and every .,_, A •IZN.   1  

informant. % ' '.- ,..., Ce". 	—i'#' ji-.. .dol / 	*"...VF  t 4 	. 	*'" .,'"' . ' - ao 7-Ne.- 
, 	,' 	N.j:/ . '' 6+ '''•• , rd Ga, e_ -1-40c11 e le. 	.'': 	'' 	g n  

Enclosed forriiiiii-Iiliifilitia-K6I-tiio-in ' this - 0 "--1 
.,:: is" 1 . • , regard is an .aft).clavAt in which I have categorically stated r _ 	I ,.. 

1 	that Leo Harvey.0swald_was_nover an.informant of the FBI :an r-,4 nAl:!, 

	

.-:=,"' 
	have outlined our administrative procedures for the handling 	.%., •--..,! 

and the payment of confidential informants. 	 . 

).44.0i4.4.40!/-7.W 	 * Sincerely yours, 
':• • % 

AM -“Kril , 

1  

  

,.  	. _ ri:RoT 
V1/4t9.-v- 
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Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Fran 

14-,ses 

ravel  	
Better 	 

Roo__ 
iolse. _ 
Indy 

Sullivan to A. H. Belmont 2-6-64, 
captioned "Lee'Harvey Oswald, Internal Security - R - Cuba," - 



ti 

affidavit be' delivered to Mr, Rankino4th 
transmittal,by Mr. Malley, 

vLas.:zo. 11.1311 
A 

EB -1E3, :; 

TO 	: Mr. A, H. Be 

FROM 4 Mr. W. C. S ivan 

suBjEm LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - H - CUBA 

wag: 2-6-64 

Tolson 
Belmont 
Mr 	 
Cativo, 
Collettall 
Co.,,', 	 

.2,7121—*  
Testml 
Trofret 	 
Title. Room ' 
Hoboes 

C741 

sl? 

• r 0 
UNITED STATES COVE/ ( 

Memorandum 

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 2-5-64 captioned, 
as above in which we forwarded for the Director TMsapproval a 

'proposed affidavit to be furnished to the President's Commission 
to refute the allegation that Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI,inform-
ant. In accordance with the Director's approval of same aid his 
instructions, the affidavit has been properly dated, notarized,.
and prepared for the Director's signature for transmittal,to 
Mr. J, Lee Rankin with the attached transmittal letter, 

tr!.., • 

RECOWENDATIONS: 
	

r. 

I, That the enclosed affidavit be forwarded to the.  
Director for execution, 

n t 

// 

, Jft1 I 

fe4  Enc, 

2. That the 
theat7c/ped letter of 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. J.R.Malley 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr, Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. D.J,Brennan 
1 - Mr, C,D,Bren an A 

1D16: gb f 	G414.  
(1a) gel  

TMOIC 

FEB 18 1964 

14, 
81/MMIIMM■••••••••mmenswous, 
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"Le Harvey
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 Oswald I 
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CITY OF WASHINGTON ) 	 • • 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 	

env: 

1!-Mr.B:Ilmont 
1.1Mr.Mohr 
1-Mr,Callahan 
1-Mr.Rosen ,  
1-Mr,Sullivan 
1-Mr eBranigan 
1-Mr.Baumgardner-
1-Mr.D.J.Brennam 

AFFIDAVIT . 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, Department of Justice, being first 

sworn, deposes and saysi,. 	 y 
. 	 , 	• 	../; 	' 	,  

' 	t 	 . 

That be has caused a search to be made of the records 

of the Federal. Bureau of Investigation, United States Department 

of Justice, by employees of the said Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation acting under his direction, and that said search discloSes 

that Leo Harvey Oswald was never an informant of the FBI, was 
never assigned a symbol number in that capacity, and was never.  

paid any amount of-money by the FBI in any regard..- 
° 	•- • 	:• 	

•.4.11 '1  Such. a. i3tatement can be made . authoritatively and 

without 'equivocation because of the close supervision FBI 

headquarters affords its security informant program and 

becaube of the safeguards established to insure against any 

abuse or misuse of the program. 

FBI field offices cannot proceed to develop anyone 

as a security informant without authorization from FBI ,  

headquarters. An' informantis assigned a permanent symbol 2 

number and code namo to afford him 'socurity. The informant 
never knows the symbol number 'assigned to him. It-is a' 
number permanently assigned to him, and,the same number cannot 

be used again by the field office under any,  circumstances for 

any other individual.'  The individual also is given a 

fictitious or'cover name by the'  field offiCe which he,/'of 

course, is made aware eft:and he affixes it to his communications 

with the ' office. Every symbol ' number and code name is indexed 

at FBI headquarters. 	'- 

It the services of an informant warrant payment on' 

a regular basis, the field offices must also obtain 

authorization from FBI headquarters to make such payments. • 

Special Agents in Charge (SACS) of FBI field officeli'  
AmoM- 

are authorized to make payments to individuals not utilized on 



a regular basis as informants, but here too FBI headquarters.,  
controls this by limiting the amount an SAC can pay. to any one 
individual in this category. FBI headquarters maintains control_ 
of such payments since they mustbe accounted. for by the field 
offices at the end of each month through the submission of a 
detailed accounting to headquarters.. 

Had any of the FBI field offices made payments to 
• Lee Harvey Oswald under the SAC's authority, these would have 

been shown in tho receipts and vouchers submitted by each office. : 4 
1*-
1 
 Tbeso records have been is  and no such payment was ever made.% A   

Had Oswald been assigned a symbol number, this would be a matter%' 
of record not only by number but also by name. As a matter of 
fact, the FBI can identify every symbol number used, past or 
present. Oswald could not have been assigned such a symbol 
number without approval by FBI headquarters. There is no 
record of any such request by any field office and no record 
of any such approval. 

• -.P'; 
. 

	

	 The only contacts FBI Agents had with Oswald prior 
to the assassination of President Kennedy involved

` 
 three.  

interviews FBI Agents had with him. The first was on Juno 26, 
1962, at Forth Worth, Texas, shortly after his return home from .  
the Soviet Union. The purpose was to assess the possibility 
of his having been given intelligence assignments by the Soviets. 
The second, on August 16, 1962, was in the same connection. 
The third was at his specific request on August 10, 1963, 

4. 	following his arrest in Now Orleans the preceding day on a ri 	s charge of disturbing the peace:and creating a scene.' At that 
time, ho described some of his activities in connection with 
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, the pro-Castro organization. 

- 	Oswald was again interviewed by FBI Agents at the 
Dallas Police.Department following his arrest after the  
assassination of the.President. This interview was aimed at 
eliciting any admissions he might make in connection with the 
assassination, as well as to obtain any information he might 
have been able to furnish of a security nature. 

FBI headquarters has obtained affidavits from every 
Special Agent who was in contact with Oswald, as well as affidavits 
from their respective BACs. These affidavits show that none, of 
these FBI Agents developed Oswald as an informant,  

Mr. Henry M. Wade, a former Special Agent of the Fill 
and currently the District Attorney of Dallas County, Toxas, ,  

., reportedly testified
. 
 proviously.to  the Commission that ho had ..-  -,.,, 3) 0%. ty • "-- = ' ',',/ .•, *. : 	• 	 . 	

..,:, 

2 

.:" • 

• 



.heard that Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant with the 
t-"'Symbol number."179" and was being paid $200 monthly, ; As the 

...Vi3-:.facts clearly show, this is not 
• • d 	, 	. ? 	-.4 	7 	• , 	..•0. 	 • 

r 	 FUrthormore, the facts'refute Mr. Wade's reported 
statement to the Commission that there is no record maintained 
in the FBI of informant funds expended or the purposes for 
which used by the FBI employee to whom they were furnished. 

t 	Mr. Wade reportedly stated that he bad worked in 	.. 
the FBI's Special Intelligence Service (8IS) and that he 
supplied from time to. time .with various .sums of money for 
ho did not have to account And for which he did not have to obtain 
any receipts from the persons to whom he disbursed the money. 

• • The emergency conditions that prevailed during World - 
War II when the FBI conducted its BIS program did not permit the 
tight supervision that prevails currently in the FBI's informant 
operations. But this is-true only in regard to the. fact that 
SIB mon necessarily were given the latitude to develop .  and pay 
• informants on.the'spot without prior approval from FBI head-J 
 quarters. Nevertheless, SIB men operated under a control system, 
and adhered to it by advising FBI headquarters of payments made 
and the identity of the individuals paid. Such payments were 
supported by receipts in nearly every instance. 

Mr. Wade, for example, entered on duty with the FBI 
Y: on December 4, 1939. On July 6, 1942, ho was advanced the sum 

$1,075 in connection with an SIB assignment. This was for  
subsistence and travel in connection with his assignment in--: 

v. Ecuador as 'well as to provide him with some money with which to 
establish himself. His passage from Now Orleans to Guayaquil,' 
Ecuador, Cost over $500 alone. In addition, he was required to 
make.full restitution of the total amount which had been advanced 
him and subsequently did so. -  All of his expenditures of the total 
amount furnished him were substantiated by vouchers he submitted, 

Mr. Wade arrived in Ecuador on August 16, 1942, IIe 
operated in an undercover capacity with a symbol number, 
specifically Number 345, and used the code name "James" in 
signing communications. Within Ecuador, he was referred to as 
Confidential Informant Number 64, 

Although in an undercover capacity, Mr. Wade was 
required to submit vouchers twice monthly through the Legal 
Attache's Office in Quito, Ecuador, They were reviewed there 
and forwarded to FBI headquarters whore they were checked prior. 

.to,approval and the transmittal of funds to Mr. Wade's account, 
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