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OSWALD was strongly anti-religious and seriously
berated his wife for having their child baptized in the
Russian Orthodox Church., MARINA was described as not
being political minded, but very religious. She is
believed to be a pharmacist by training. .

OSVALD is described as being very sharp and
bright and would argue logically and persuasively. He
was positive in his ideas and strong in his convictions.
ALEXANDRA believed he could not be bribed to change his
ideas or to commit any deed not in kecping with his
thinking. ALEXAMNDFA found it hard to belleve his thinking
was such that he would want to kill the President.
ALEYANDRA stated OSWALD had a qguick temper and allegedly
beat his wife on occasion. He never thanked the TAYLORS
for cur’n for his wife., ALEXANDRA did not know if the
period ¢. ner association with OSVWALD was prior to or after
his stay in New Orleans. He never had mentioned New
Orleans to her. '

ALEYANDRA had no knowledge of any relationsh P b
between OSVALD and JACK RUBINSTEIN. DE Ao Johr Qi 2~

ALEXANDRA stated OSWALD liked to afzgciate with

. the Rusglan speaking element in Dallas, and hey father,
J M- GEQRGEAE . MOHRENSCHILDT, and his wife, JEANNE}! would = -

know OSWALD better than she. She believes her father = . .
7 and his wife presently are in Haltl where he is managing
1£2* a plantation., He is A _geologist-and his address prcbably

would be known to the Petroleum Club in Dallas, She .
believed her father previously had resided at Cooper
Avenue in Dallas, specific address unknown,, Her step- -

Vmother, JEANMVE, had & daughter, CHRISTIAN OGOVALLENSKIA-. J- -
1ﬁ4(' s whoseﬁpgs ﬁs,BAGNA% » who may or may ' 7‘,4 :
not be with he &

>4 AL s not communicated //
with her father since April of this year. The only Loty
employment ALEXANDRA recalled for OSWALD was in = -
advertising processing in Oak Cliff, Dallas, name of which

.
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was unknovwn to her. OSYVAYD was known to

hier ather. She belicves h2r ex-hlmghana, GARY TAiLOR, .
woun also know OSWALD betcer than enz .md know of his
employment,

GARY presently resides at 4115 Falls Drive,
Oak C1iff, Dallas, A

AMXA‘U‘ SAVICR 418 remcle, vwiitz, azd hosplta.l
reccerds indicae c.l'.e wag horn Decexber 23, ;.913. She
indicated atteuling Highilland Park Bigh School, Dallas,
1959 to 1961 and Lzwson 'Fasine s Sehool, Tucson, Arizona,
January to Junz, 1933. -

\ s

On December 2, 1963, R. B SHOWSRS, Principal,
Trinity i.. Lutheran School, 2130 ¥atson Avenug, Bronx, -
New YorL, advised: tna., the: school d1d not comne nce to ‘
maintain any records until 1957 anmd, therefore, has no
information concerning the subject,who reportedly attended
the school from September 8 to September 26, 1952.
SHOVIERS stated that there is no one presently employed
at the school who would have any personal knowledge
concerning OSWALD or OSWALD's fardly. He advised that -
the principal of the school during the time that OSWALD
was in attendance was HOWARD C. RWSELL, 156 Reserve Road, -
West Seneca, Buffalo 24, New York. He also stated that the
subjJect's sixth grade teacher would have been Mrs. THEIMA . -
HATCH, presently residing in Hicksville, Long Island,
New York, exact address unknown. He stated that these two
1nd1v1duals would be the only ones connected with the
above school vho may possibly be able to furnish some

information concerning OSWALD,

(Gn December 2 1653, Dr. STU@'{OBLENZ SR
Assistant Hospital Administrator—nedical, Abraham Jacobi .
Hospital, Bronx, New York, advised that the above hospital _}

was not opened until November, 1955, thereby precluding
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the possibility that subject received mental tests at
this hospital. He commented, however, that a ieview

of hospital files in the record room, Mental rygiene
Clinic, registration records, and Developmental” :
Evaluation Clinic all failed to reflect any information
pertaining to LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

In an effort to determine if subject was the
recipient of eny mental tests in 1953, in addition to
the above mentioned hospital, the folloving individuals
were contacted at their respective hospitals but were
unable to furnish any information concerning subject:

‘Mrs. E./B.‘V READER,

Secretary to the Deputy Medical Superintendent,

Morrisania Hospital,
Bronx, New York
HMiss DO "DE MARY,

Secretary,

Office of Deputy Medical Superintendent,
Lincoln Hospital,

Bronx, New York

S N R
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On December 2, 1963, JOSEFE J7:AVITABILE, an .
employee.of.-the -Publishers.. Bookbinding .Coir. xny,...200
Varick Street,..New York, New York, te:eph:-~ically
contacted the New York Office of the ’“@dev....l Bureau of
Investigation. He stated that VINCEEF" QUINN, an employee
of the company, believes that LEE HARVEY OSWALD may
be identical with an individual named JIM COHEN who
vwas employed at the company during the summer of 1962,

He saii COHEN expressed pro-Communist 1deas on seversl

occasic .
00 Vet 1N

JOSFEPH J. AVITABILE \was 1 ‘v awed at the
/Xpubns

hers Bookbinding Company\ on December 2, 1963, by
SAS ROGER H, LEE and JAMES O, INGRAM. He resides at
199 Vect 10th Street, and he is a Swervigor in the
Shippinz Department. He said he has been reading several
articles c.ncerning OSWALD and OSVALD's appearance 1is
similar to a person named JIM COHEN who was employed
at the compan; during tke summer of 1962. He recalls

COHEN went to work in June and was employed for approximately

3 months, He believes COHEN was a college student, and
COHEN had indicated he had been in the United States
Marines Corps. He did not know the residence or whereabouts
of COHEN at the present time,

He went on to say that COHEN was known to
VINCENT ‘QUINN, an employee of the company, and he said ‘
his prospective son-in-law, NICHOLAS OTTAMANILLO, rormerly
worked with COHEN at the company and could probably - -
furnish details concerning him. He eould furnish no ’
additional information concerning why he believes

COHEN was identical with LEE HARVEY OSWALD, B
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VINCENT P. ﬁéunm, £010_34th Aven:~,_ Jarkson
Tazghts, New York, ddvised & 7S LFE and tNGi-/ r. ~“2cenber 2,

31553, that h2 recalls one JTV COHEN berag o lov +3 arcund
Jun2, 1562, “hroush August, 1562. He :aid OYEN‘s appearance
Yo, was similar to OSWALD. He could not dcscrive COHEN, but -
:,., 'said he was of average height and weight. He believes:
"~/ COHEN was pro-~-Communist since he had read many books cn
’ Marxisn. He said COHEN acked him on one oce<sion if
he had >ver been to Russia, and if he had evsr read
books by KARL MARX. He could furnish no ar4iitional
informatlon concerning COHEN's pro-Copr-uni3t attituda
any additional information concerning wizy he btelieved
OSWALD was 1dentical wit : '
I~ JING’%:ICK ‘ [ ,—Publishers Pookbindi
i ¥ ,--Manager. . Publishers PBoo ng W
| Company, as..zed SAS LEE:EggeINGRAh on December 2, 1563- SR dir 4
§ his recorcs snow JN4MO:EN 175 _West_93rd_Street, ’B, o tlongr ;_{:'l/f" [
i New York 25, liex York! telephone RI 9-7661. Social .
Security Number_059- ﬁ 8161, was hired by the company
on June 19, 1951, and "hé~1ef't the company on August 25,
1961. He indicated his reason for leaving was "back
to school."” He has no additional inrormation concerning
© COHEN, but said COHEN was not employed durinz 1962 He
& added their company hires about 3 college students during
- the summer, but he does not know COHEN, and he could not -
suggest anyone who would know him. Co T

i
4
1

. . AVITABILE was feconfactedlon December 2, 1963 sl
at which time he said COHEN could have worked durinb the R
summer of 1961, instead of 1962 . e

NICHOLAéXé&TAMANILLO, 94 gbarlea,Street New ST
York, New York, advised SAS LEE and INGRAM on December 2, S
1963, that he was formerly employed by the Publishers '-g;;
Bookbinding Company in New York, New York in 1961, and he = . -
worked with one JAMES COHEN during the summer of 1961 S }
He said COHEN was not employed at the company during 1962 o
and he 18 not identical with LEE HARVEY OSWALD. B FOLe
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Rceldenne

32 Eart 92nd Stroat
111: York, Nov Yori:

Ly
’Ji/ ':{ JOHITERENNAN, 2nd Floo

n”ueat,~325-aut 92nd.

Stree.. \ advised 3AS LmV and INGRAM on NDecem~:r 2, 1963,

he hes residzd ir the neighborho
and he does not recall a family
he was formerly superintendent o
92nd Street, and he has resided

od for ove: 20 y=ars,

named O3WA . e saild

f the taiiéing at 325 East -
in the building for the

past 12 yez1's, and if the OSWALD family resided in the

buildin~ “or any length of time,
He said (%= building has changed

he would know this
ovnership several times

over the ,.ars, and the only individuals who have

resided in .ize bullding for the
GUSZ and ROLI=T NICHOLAS, who is
of the bulldiug.

past 10 years are HMrs
the present superintendent

» 2 " ("f" lr” /-,1"
196 K. 12 0%t Z _PA
ROBERmi ICHOLAS“ a%VIhea he has veen the '

superintendent o

the bullding since February, 1955 and

he does not know anyone naned OSYALD and to his knowledge
there has never been a family by the name of OSWALD
residing in the building for the past 10 years, 3He
could suggest no one who might recall the ramily

’ THONAE&ﬁgAGOS 97, owner of Tom and.LQu,ﬁggg;,vfg{};ﬂ;';;_
323 East..92nd..§ 1seéd SAS IEE and INGRAM on S

December 2, 1963. that he has.resided in the neighborhood . .
for over 25 years and to his knowledge an OSWALD family
has never resided at 325 East 92nd Street, New York, )

New York during this period .

10 -
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,zjg M}L
Mes. Almpfgg:;, 5t Floor Weas,-32>.Easy ... 9504
Streat) -aAvised S:S L= and xv9oRAM on Ji-cemb-iv 2. 3,
that shc fas resicé-? at the :-ove addre«3 for apy;oximately
20 years. &ne adyizzd “hat <. woman namcd OSHALD and
her son, whrfe name ‘she couisZ not recalli, resided for -
approxinatelv 3 or 4 days with a FFRMAN fami]4 vho resided
on the 5th Floor East ac 325 East 92nd Stre<* around 19253,
or 1954. She said the O3YALD boy at that tir.: wes approxi-
mately 12 or 23 yeirs of age, but due to th. ract she met
th2 OSWALD woran ¢1ly on one occasion, she iaaw very
little arout them, She said Vrs, OSWALD an: her son moved
out of tue an>rtmcnt since she received the impression
they were stiying with Mrs. FERMAN until they located
an apartreat Zn the City. She could furnish no additional
informat:z - ncerning Mrs. OSWALD and her son and stated
she has re:¢. &d no information concerning the familwy

/l) I“J“L)/),.,j/

=

since that ti.e. . 7 : .
[ . r’ / j
: . ._i1~—~”‘"j/ 713 ?Al,_.;sf

Mrs. CU3Z advised that Mrs)(FERHAN moved toJAZ
one of the western states around 1955, after her husband
passed away. ©She said she could not recall FKr, or Mrs,
FERMAN's first nemcs and she does not know any of the
FERIiAN's associates, family or former employers, She
_could furnish no zdditional pertinent inforration,

- It is to be noted that OSWALD!s attendance o
record at Junior High School 44 in New York City 1nd1cated,j;ﬁ;‘gw;';
a card in OSYALD's file, date not indicated, reporting et
an address for OSWALD as 325 East 92nd Street, New
York City.

-1 -,
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FD-302 (Rov. 1-25-80) /{J EDERAL BUREAU OF lessncAr

- 12/2/63
Date

Justice FLCRENCE Y, Childrens Part,
Family Court, New YQEK,CLt ade avallable for ‘
review the court record on LFL HARVLY OSWALD, This

record was reviewed ty Assistent Directer in Charge,
JOHN F, MALONE, ilew YorL Office, and the following
was reflected:

a letter from RICHAR AIKA, District Secretary,

The coverléiég of the report contained
Salvation Army, Bronk, New Xoxk, to the Probati on

oureau of Donestic R ations Court, Bronx, New York, f
dated Septenber 8, 1953, which reflected the . . : .-
following: ’ i

"Dear Mr. Carro:

"Hr. Wilcox is on vacation., Ve have looked
over the referral material and we cGon't feel that
we could offer any useful service for Lee Harvey
Oswald., .

] 1

"There is a space on the psychiatric
report with which ve fully agree, namely that the boy
is_very teverely disturbed and woild need direct
psychiatric treatient in a child-guidance

° institution. This is a sgrvice we cannot offer,

"lie are sorry we cannot be of any service o
in this case,"

L. ca T
LToa T

The file reflected an.investigation report of “nTEIITAIIT L4
the Probation Bureau, Childrerds Part of bomestie . .
Relations Court, Bronx, New York, It indicated that
investigation be ordered on April 16, 1953. The

cover page of this report reflected background .

data regarding OSVALD and his family. It was 1nd1cated

that OSVALD was born October 19, 1939, New Orleans,

Louisiana, and resided at 825 East 179th Street, ‘ N i
Apartment 3C. OSWALD's father was listed as LEE, with notatzon,

11/27 § 135 East 22nd Street, NY 105-38431 - . ..
12/2/63 . NYC : SRR

On i at _ File #

- Assistant Director.in .Charge 1272763

JOHN F. MALONE/ggr

Date dnctotod

-l2-
This document con(ulnl neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. Ii s the ptopoﬂy of the FBIl and s locnod to
your uqoncy, it and its conunu are not to be distributed outside your cqoncy. .
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" "MATURE OF PLTITION: - DLLINQUEIIT CHILD

- that he is beyond the control of his mother 1nsofar as

v C

/” ‘}C/x/.) e/ l"’ '
! /s(()ln:'//‘al///?rﬂ 1ol ,?2 zw/cl

. A VE
KY 105-36431 Mat 94“9' / /‘C

D¢
(V,)_JB jﬂf’/ D[,rr‘/‘/(’;f //’lt ‘/5}/ D-Mﬂg eZ 'f{
decease 1939, and his mother was listed as LALGUEKITE" “QT chzL--‘
C age 45, born ilew Crleans, Louisiana., ' ,L{zg '

It vwas noted that Mre., OSVALD was in good health; was

of the Lutheran faith and her occupation was cales uAV J.
lady with a salary of $u$§ per vcek plus two percentj” Yo
cogmission., ter marital status was indicated as { (/9 I2X. /5&%}

widow with her date and place of marriage listed asLLLAl111524é:h&2;;édg

1929, New Orleans, Louisiana. wﬂygvs of A ix 17 72

OSJALD'S family were listed as I; Unliea

States Coast Gua iﬁ62§%§3284&¥1§2dt€n Island,_hgy :ZEaz__
York, and ROBnPﬂ %u, States inesJiAone v
relatlve was listed as Mrs..LILLIAJASIGUORETTIE, T e
lew Orleans, Louisiang. A notation agpeared at the

bottom of the cover paze of this report s;atlng that

Truant Adjudlcatlon had been made on April 16, 1953

by Justice DELAIEY,

Page one of this reoort contained the A
following: , o i

"Case #23979

"CHILD'S NALE....0SiALD, Lez Hervey,- born 10/19/39, JeJ Orlaans,
La, .

PLDD?\LSSo.ooclOQ-QBZS East 176th .)tr'eet, t\?to 3"{:, ux.

i’0THERS eaeeoeess . Marguerite (CLAVERIL) ‘ e

YATI{EP\:..'...‘...Lee Hapvey

i S T T TS

"Petitioner, James r. ﬁrennan, Attendance Offlcer, D. C. 2#,
respectfully alleges that on-March 11, 1953 and prior : T ;
thereto while re81d1ng at 825 East 179th Street, the petxt1oner ,;,;é
alleges that the respondent herein has been excesalvely S T
absent from school as follows: 46 full days and 8 IR !
half days from Octcber 1, 1352 to January 15, 1953,‘*)- - : :
further that the said child has refused to register = - el e
in P.S. fu4, Bronx, since January iSth, 1953, T .
vhen he noved into that school dxstrlct and that he U ;
has not ettended school since that time; further s

R B G

school attendance zs concerned.
£




e A BN

cm AL SR sl S

P A

HY 105-38431

-

"Court Action: 3/12/53. JUSTICE DELAKY PRLSIDIHG.

ATTENDANCE CFYICER, VMOTHER
COURT. MRS, O03'IZLD RCPCRTED TuAT THZ LOY PLFU

ZFORL TiE
ED TO

ATTEND COURT. VYARRANT WAS ISSULD TC LE LXECUTED O 3/19/53.

"3/19/53. ARRAIT TO BE EXECUTLD,

. "Q/18753; Court Action: JUSTICE DELANY FRESIDING, ATTLHDAIICE

CFFICER, I’kK. LBRLLNAJ OF D.C. #24, iRS. OSVUALD Oif LLAVE
BEFORE THE COURT. HIE HEARIWG UiAS HELD. i1IS HONOR HALE
A FILDING OF SCHGOL TRUAHT, LIE VIAS RENMANDED TO YOUTH

1liOUSC UNTIL §/7/53. FOR PSYCHIATRIC STUDY.
"PREVIGUS COURT K¥CORD: None,

2

PFAMILY WISTCRY: Faiiily history was related to the
P.0. by Mrs. 9swald who was interviewed in our office

4/21/53.

"Motier, Harpuerlte Oswald nee Claverl,, 2 widonw, was

-born and raised in jléw Orleans, ia. where che

obtained

2nd year Ligh school educatlon. 're, Oswald is at
present 45 years of a:ze, ne is of the: uutn;ran
faith, In 1945, the fa..ul,' vent tc Fert th“’,ﬂl"/ "\[,,f;ﬂ‘? <14t . 1

Texas to live, and sunun"uently carie t¢ N,Y.C

in August of 1952 wi.ere the f:omilyv havs rezided since. Mﬂh(lff/’)"" it

Mrs. Oswald st tna’15%1 o o) to_Lx.at the

.. 0f her oldest l.John i5 in the U,S. Coast Guard,
stationed at S.I. She and Lee lived with John and

1nv1tatlcn' Q E [ 5:0)( {?

-

his wife in their Hanha.tan apartment for about o T ~_75: :

a month, but noved out when some friction develoned,

At the present tiwme, Mrs., Oswald is emplnyed
Dept. Store, Bklyn, IIY earning $45.per week.

five days a week, leinr off on Weds and Sundays. The
hours are from 9:45 A.M. to 6 P.4. Mrs. Oswald states ... -
she generally leaves home about 8:15 A.ll. and returns "~ - = . B :

at 7:15 Pi,

_"Father, R-'ert Lee Harvey, dlcd in 1939 of a heart
“attack. Mr. Harvey was born and raised in iew Orleans,
where he attained & high school education. lie died at

14~

G AP

at Martin's _
She works: - -

o X .
PEUR-PN -SSR ) S l’.)m.))“é i"-‘.\
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- 7-10. This 1s the school he last attended. Upon his

WY 105-38431

"the age of 45, At the time Yr, liarvey was an insurance
agent, .

"TlLe Oswzlds were marricd on 7/18/2S. Out of this union
the first for each party, were born three children. They
are as follows: -

"John, 21 years of age, presently U.,S. .
Coast Guard, stationed in 5.1, B
John is wnarried and has one child. . .
Farily reside h:re in X¥.Y.C. ‘ : '

"Kol-ert, 19, presently in the U.S, Marine,
"Lee, 13, presently tefore the court.

"irs, Oswald described the relaticrship with her
sun, Lee, as beinug @ pgood one. The boy is decscribed
as being no problem at home. According to the : _
mother there has been no institutlonilization in the »
family and ethical and moral:standards in tle home apgear
good. All rembers of the farily are i1 7uod heaith,

s W At

"HOME AND NEIGIHSOIHOOD: Fa:ily 14cide in a residential

area of the Brony, Thc r:ightoriocd i: one of

middle-income family, heving adocuate lousing., Delinquency

rate in this area is Jow. There are adequate , R
recreational facilities nearby., Mrs. Oswald occupies . .

a three room furnished apartment consisting of one RRTI e )
bedroom, parlor and kitchen. Lec sleeps in the S ~‘; R !
bedroor and Lrs. Osuald sleeps in a studio couch in the CTHEETTL T

living room. PO was unable to visit thz home dye to the -
fact that lirs., Oswald is employed and no arranpements 7
could be made to vigit the howe, iiowever, the £,0 had -
previously visited the home and described it as

being clean and nicely ‘urnished hone.

S N AR S ¢ an

"SCHOOL RECORD: Lee is registered at P.3, $117, class =

PP T

arrival from Texas in Sept. the boy attended a Protestant
Parochial School and then transferred to P.S, # 117, SRR
Px, At P.S. #47 the boy had an attendance of being aosent L
46 whole days and tvo half days, from Oct, 1, 1952

to Jan. 15, 1953. The boy as transferred at that time

to P. S.#44 but he refused to attend. Lee has not uttended T :
school since that time. . . - Do

-15;
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"RELIGICUS AFFILIATIONS® Lee is a Lutheran, He was™ - ., o
Laptized at the Trinity Lutheren Crhurch at Nevw . SR
Orleans, La., in Wov. 1932, ThLe&y has not made hkis ,

Comrmunior nor Confirnation, Hr°. Oswald indicated that

she and Lee do not go to uUﬁde Service, as they

have been in it.Y. a short time and do not know any

churches or congrerations nearby.»

"LETYSURE TIML ACTIVITILS £ND SFECIAL INTERESTS ¢ Lee

was interviewed bv the PO §/23/53, The oy indicated

that he c¢oes not bLelonr to any orgcnized group or part o
taking in any organized activity, The boy states that =~ -
he generally gets up at 9 A.il, and watches TV and

reads marazines until 3-4 P.l, in the afternoon. lie
indicated that k2 dié not know anybody and hence did not

go out to play. The Lo, states that he seldom goes

out and stays home most cf tie t*on The only

occasion for his -oing downstairs Is waen ge goes down

on errands but not to play. ie IncCica*ec that he

formerly collected stamrs. He wtus & football fan. Tae

boy states he used to hzve a hcbby of molding clay,
collectlnb Stamps but he dces not c¢c su anrmore.

He is a footbull fan, likes hersclack riding. The boy
states, "I iike to be by myself ané¢ do thinzs by '
myself,”

"ILNTAYL AND PRYSICAL CONDITICH : Lee is a UO) of average

height and weignt. Tae boy had a normzl pirth and : _
had the usual chiléhood iliresses which consisted of the JVLi_A.afV
measles, chicken pox, umps and whrooping cough. Thelny ‘
Ampressed the PO cof a boy of normel nental and

physical development.

"PLTITIONER'S STATLMENT: "See NatU”e of P’tition."

"CEILD'S VERSIO! AND ATTITULE: Lee, qulet boy was irterviewed
oy the P.,0. ile 28 a buy of average He*ght and weight, L
Lee was pleasant and ;r1end1y thougzh withdrawn to himself.
During the interview the boy's LXgreQS1on was one of

-

-16-
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"indifference. e had more cr less of a blank expre951on
registered little enthusiasm nor erotions. PR
Wren questioned, he generally ansvers affirmatively by R
saying 'I guess o, He tried to evade an Impression T
of unconcern as to what had taken place.

"The boy admitted fhe allegations of the petition. Vhen

questioned reparding nis staying out of school, the

boy states, "it takes up too much of my time, I

could be d01n0 other things, playing around and

looking at magazines. He further indicated, ‘I deon't
like school. It's too hard to do, I am not able to do _
the work,'

"Lee told the P,0, he did not like the teachers,

the school nor the children in school., He stated, 'I
like myself.' Vhen PG inquired as to his rclationship
with his mother, tne boy stated 'Well I've got to live
with her. I guess I love her,!

“The boy told the PO that he hsd too rwuch dlfflculty
making frienas and hence he 1likes to te to uimself,
He indicated that he hacd -:ore fun bein: alone.

"The PO cbserve that the boy is somewhat shallow and
seems to be immature to huve little cupacity for
conprehen51on. Lee indicated th(t he would like to go
into- the service when he is 18. I[le told +the P,0, :
that he has two Lrothers in the service, but he

does not miss them, The boy states that he :

liked school in Texas bLut as he got older he found that”

he had other things he wanted to do, The boy - ?»»-ﬁ‘fffffim?7?~ﬁ-

would not enumerate other things he had to do
except that he had a lot of things. OQOuestioned as to
his aim in life in what he wanted to do, the boy
rep11ca, 'I want to let me zo home and be by myself.,
PO inquired of Lee as to whether he would return

home, whether he weculd attend school. The boy replled. iﬁ,;:ﬁ?.ﬂ

'I have a choice between goinz to school here between
going to school or in an institution. Does it
matter? O.K. I go to school lere., Lece stated that
while he liked VYouth Liouse he niss the freedon of
doing what he wanted. He indicated that he did

not miss his mother. ' T

—r—s ST L amart R Y R Y et s ANE

b 3t

ek G it o Seadhe s

g < A R

e aaw




R e

Ao b )

s RS Y TN

NY 105-38431 ' , s

home to play with.” hotner 1nu;cated that she hacg

& home in Texas, which she plang to sell. At present
she is in no financial condition to return to Texes.
The boy has no other fanily tiiere to vhom he can go.

"Mrs., Uswald believes the present attitude of indifference
and leck of concern is onc of defiance. She attributes

his behavior to that of adolescent behavior or frowing

up p2ins. The nother point out that when the boy first
cane here, she lived on Grand Concourse and the boy

had cifficulty in getting along with other children because
of hisz manner and custom, that his mocde of cress . Lo
vas different arn¢ he had & different accent. The boy

at the time dresred a great deal in 'jeans' levies whereas
the other boys in tiae ne1~hbornood seern: to be more

or less better cressed. This seer to héve had som2 sort
of affect upon the boy.

"Mrs, Oswald indicated that wnile she realizes that

the boy had little famiir 11‘9 at hore, that she is unable
to give him adequatc sunerv1olon, she would not want ‘
the boy place_. 3She would prefer tu iave the child remain
hone., However, should <he 51tuat¢on arise where she
believe that placement seems absclutels reczssary,

she indicated that the would cooperate with any plan that
the court may have.

" _"SOCIAL AGENCY RECOKD: Uswald Marguerite (Claverie) § ' S

James-John Youth tlouse, 4/21/53, Margariteftlee (int. son Lee)*;
Communlty Service Society, Pdm11y Div. #219065 1/1€/53.

O L L - Y

"CVALUATICHN AWD RZCOVMIMDATIOLN @ Lee Oswald 13 ycar olﬁ

boy of the Lutlieran faith, 1s before the court for the

flrat time. The boy had admitted the allegations T - K
f the pet1t1on. According to the boy, he is S i - b

not attending school as he feels that he has many more : R :

inportant thlngs to do. Aside from h1s, he has indicated B :

that he does nct like his teachers, his classmrates . o .

nor tne school. The boy has expressed a desire to be

left alone. ' :

. -19-
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"Tha PO discussed 11v1ng in ¥,¥, with Iee. Lee N
indicated that he found K.Y, &ll rirkt tc live in. S
Le iadicated that it was irmeterial te him as to : L
where he live . -

"F.0. noticed that this boy seemc to hiave no drive,
no amtition, he scems to be content with merely just
living. In our discussion with the bOV, nothing
seems to register with him,

"PARTITAL VERSION AN ATTITUDE: FHrs. Oswald was interviewed

by the PO on this date., MNMrs, Oswald impressed the PB .
as an 1nte-llgent, wcll-mwanlng widdle-aged woman, geod ’ .
education and backzround. :

"It is Mrs. 037ald's belief that the boy's difficulty
stems from the fact that he %kas not bzen able to reet
the chanpge in hieg environment, She describes '
him as always being a 'loner'. Le would gercrally

vlay along and if boys joined aim he wculd play with
them. At school he wes cartgin of tie bazerall team.
In Texas, ghe states, the fanil: ha< a hone with a yad,
a dog, and the boy wouléd zet alcrr Zine, Lere in il.I. -
family occupy an apartment and there is nothing for the
boy to do. [@rs. Oswald descrived the toy as introvert,
the boy who has difficultyv in meking friencships as

he made no effort to initiate ary. Genercally Lee waited
for the cnildren to mcle overtures to hin, Regarding

~ the boy's schocl attendance, the mother states that Re

was always an average student in schocl. fie likes - -~ -
school and seem to attend regularly, The mother -~ . . ...
feels that the boy moving to a different L
comnunlty and being rAaced in the midst of different TR
nationalities and crowded apartment conditions, has kad o A
an adverse effect on the boy, that he has retreated DI ES
into a shell, Urrs, Cswald indicated she recognizes the

toy's problem but there's little she can do. Sthe rmntloned

to the P9 that the family formerly had their own car,

their own home and that the Loy had two brothers at

-18-
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"The boy, the P.0.'s observed is a frlengly, .
likeable boy, who protrays very little emnotions. Reaction
to the present situation was cne of indifference.

The mother, while she seems a well meaning 1nte111°ent
woman is unable to give lee adequate superv151on, due

to her long uorking hours, Much of lee's difficulty seems
to stem from his inability to adapt himself to the change
of enviornment and the change of the economical status

of the family. The record reveals the family was

of means, having their own home in Corning, Texas,
seemingly a full family life thus Lee had had has

two brothers living with them. Coming to F.Y.C., and
movzng into a crowded area, without his brothers, amongst
varied groups, who dvessed and spoke different

from the boy Lee has been unable to find acceptance and
has retreated into a shell wherein he prefers to

confines of his apartment tc that of deallng with other
children.

"The P.0. feels that this is a dangerous situation for
the boy to isolate himself from other social contacts
with children his age, The matter has been discussed
vith his mother, The possibility of returning to Texas
or Louisiane was discussed with the mother, but she

is unable to do so do to her present financial condition.
Vhile Mrs, Oswalé i5 opposed to placement, she

feels that she would go along wlth it, if it seems
absolutely necessary.,

"The P.0, feels that we are dealing with a boy who feéls

a great deal of insecurity and the need for acceptance.

As it does not seem that this can be done with the boy
remaining at home but it was felt that perhaps P
placement in an institution where these needs can be '

met would be beneficial at this time, However, recommendation
is being held in abeyance pending the recelpt of the
psychiatric examinaticn,

"ALL OF YHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 3——-7// ”p, ‘7

" JO4IVICARRO ,
PROBATION OFFICER,
"JC cms

§/1/53:~ 5/1/53 " | o MY
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"3Ui;MARYFOR P,0.'S PCPORT PSYCEIATRIC DOI'E OH 5/1/53.
"Tnis 13 year old well built pov has superior mental
recsources and functions only slightly below his capacity
level in spite of chronic truancy from school which
brought him into Youth hous=. iHo finding of neurological
impairment of psychotic mental changes could be made,

Lee had to be diangnocsed as personalitj pattern disturbance

with schizoid features and passive-ageressive tendencies.'
Lee has to be secen as an emotionally, quite disturbed
youngster who suffers the impact of really existing
erotional isolation and deprivation, lack of affection
absence of fanily life and rejection by a self

involved and conflicted mother. Although Lee

denies that Le is in need of any other form of help
other than 'remecial' one, we gained the definite
impression that Lee can be reached through contact with
an understandin~ a2nd very jpatient psychotherapist and
if he could be drawn at the same tire into group
psychotherapy. ‘e arrive therefors at the .
recommendation that ne should te vliuced on probctlon
under the conditicn that he scek nelp and gu14ance
through contact vith a child :.uidarce clinic, vhere

he should be treated preferably by.a rale psychiatrist
who could substitute, to a certain degree at lcast,

for the lack of a father figure. .5t the same time, his
mother should be urced {o seek psvchotherapzsutic
guicance through contact with a fanily agency. If tpis

"plan does not work out favorably and Lee cannot cooperate’

in this treatment plan on an out-patient

basis, removal from the home and placement could be =~ = "

resorted to at a later date, but 1t is our definite
inpression that treatment on probation should be —
tried out before the stricter and therefore possibly more
harmful placerent approach is applied to the case of this
boy. The #ig 3Brother tiovement could undouttedly be

of tremendous value in this case and Lee snould be

urged to join the organized group activities of his
cormunlt;, such as provided by the PAL-or Y!NCA of his
reighborhcod. " )

-21-
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§/7/53. COURT ACTION: dusticsdfic Clicy presiding.
hie mother bzfore tne court.

Ye/s Renatu l‘auﬂ:or's, L.D.,Pn.ﬁﬂ,

Boy and
PG

reported on tae case. Justice ¥c Clancy
talked to the mcther and boy at

sorme length. Aiter reviewing the record at some length

and reading the Psychiatric report, Justice lic Clancy

continued the boy cn parole to 9/2uf53. His Honor
acvised the boy thrat he was to return to school
as soon as possible to attend school regularly. lir.

Brennan the £, C, is to return the case to court shoulid
the boy fail to do so. dJustice lic €lancy reguested that

a referral be macde Conrunit; Service Cociety for
possible work at iheir therapeutic treatrment for this
boy.

2
"Lee was paroled to 9/24/53, , Later the PO proned the
C.S.S. and spoke to liru, Nlfglseriizia, rezarding the
poscibility of referrine the Loy tc that agency.
Mirs. Benjamin indicated\ghe v rld discuss this

matter with tre.--Carver/iizll fty will contact the FO.

In the meantime she sugsfested that we contact the

Salvation Arny to see whather tney'could rcssibly prov1ce

the facilities in the treatment tnat th s boy needs.

YP0 later 1nterv1e.ed the mother and boy and advised

Mrs. Oswald that a referral would be made to & Family ~

Agency and that she is to kecey thesz appointments
when she is notified. Bcth mother and boy promised -

to cooperate.

BT PR

“j. Carro, PO (ems)

“5/7/53: P.9D. contactad Mrs, Olsa benjauin, Social

Viorker of C.53.S., regarding possible referral of Lee .

e

-22-
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Lo their agencvy. MNMrs. Benjarin indicated that they
have a long waiting list and thet the situation requires
a great deal of attention and skill., She indicated
that tirs. Oswald had been seen by them on 1/53

when the case was explored as it was referred to them
by the Federation of Protestant Velfare agercies. An .
appointment was made for Mrs. Oswvald for 1/30/53,
vhich €ehe did not keep, No further contacts

have bezsn tad with this family. lirs. Benjamin
reco.rended that we contact the Salvation Army which
che felt rmight be in a better position to meet this
Loy's needs at this timne.

"J, Carro, ?.0. (es)

"o/u/53: P.0. contacted Kr. tlilcox, Social Vicrker, Salvation
Army, regardins possible acceptiance of the case. lir,
liilcox promised to «call back. _

"J. Carro, P.0. (es)

"9/8/53: 1laterial returncd from Salvation Army
rejecting the h%cy as the falvetiion Sriy feels that they
cannot offer any ugeftl service tc the boy. Salvation
Army indicates that tie poy, as pointed out in the
psychiatric report, is severely disturbed &nd viould
need direct psychiatric treatment in & Child Guidance -
Institution, 1This is a service they cannot offer. ... ... .l ...

nJ, Carro, P.0. (ES)

"9/24/53: lrs. Oswald telephoned orn this date,

to state that she would be unable to apnear in court,
She pointed out that she felt that there is no
neccssity for her tc returrn to court as the boy has
made a marvelous adjustment. Lee returnec¢ to school

on Hey 7th and had a very pood &ttendance record
thereafter. At the present tine he is in the $th grade

-2~
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at P,S. 44 and recently had the honor of being elected
class president. The F. 0., spoke to l:er in ternms of
having the boy attend our Treatment Clinic, as

Inteke is ncw open and the P, 0, felt that this

boy could benefit from the group therapy that they
would be able to offer. la's. Oswald eppeared very . .
resistant to this nlan and hLer attitude was such that
reflected another unwillingness to enter into any

sort of arrengenent at this time, She indicated that
the boy scers to be doing well and would like to have
him left alone as she feels that our stepping intc the
picture at this wmcint would have a harmful effect., P.0O,.
advised Mrec. Oswald that we would continue the boy
under the supervicion of the court for a pcriod

longer to see how he adjusts.

“'J. CaIPO, 5'00 (eo)
1y
COURT ACTLION: 9/24/853: JusticeAragarty presiding.
JO agpearance,
F.0. reported on the case. HLis lonor continued the boy
on parole to 10/29/53 for progress recort.

"J., Carrc, F.0, (es)

"10/21/53: Progress report which was requested on
10/1¢/53 from 2, S. 4L received on this date. Boy
indicates that since the term cumrenced he has been
rresent in school 21 3/2 days and absent 1-3/2 days. -
His conduct is deccribed as unsatisfactorv. The school
reports that the ciiild has shown no iuprovement,

hrs. Uswald does not cocperate with the school.
authorities. She did not ancwer to a sunmmons to

come to school about her son's welfare. During the past

two weeks hractlca11y every subject teacher has ccmplained

to me about the becy's behavior. He hes consistently

refused to salute the flag during early morning exerclses.'

In many rooms he has refused to do any work whatsoever.

=28
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He spends most of his time sailing paper airplanes
around the room. In several instances lie has struck
classmates. When I spoke to him last Thursday

about his behavior, his attitude was belligerent,

hen I offered to help him, he brushed out with, *'1 don't
need anybody's help! (ngned).g%(ﬁosen, Teacher) ,)

“J, Carro, P.0. (rl) bl 10/3

"Iin view of the above report, PO discussed the
situation with supervisor, who felt that placement at
this time may have to be contemplated. :

‘ ’ "J. Car"m, P.0. (rl)
#10/29/53: lirs. Oswald telephoned on
this date, ‘stating that she would not bz able to
appear in court., Ghe had the keys to her job
and would have to be there¢, She indicated she would be
able to come to court on soi2 other Gday if notified
by P.0O.

"J, Carru, PO (rl) D. 10

+

%10/29/53: COURT ACTIO}: Case on Schcol Tart Calendar,
Justice Cicher presiding:

S Ho arpearance. :
PO reported on the case, Judge Sicher continued the boy
on parole to 11/19/53 for rlacement plan and directed
PO to make a referral to berkshire Industrial Farm., If
Berkshire Farm is nct avallaule to take the boy, SRR
Judpqxblcher gave pcrmlsclon to the court to refer
the boy to Children's Village,

"Parents to be notified to aprpear 11/19/53

‘"J, Carro, P.0O. (rl) D. 10/30

Tr. 11/2

"31/19/53. PO contacted Kr, Fosen of P S. 44, ir,
Rosen indicated that since Mrs, COswalds visit to
the school to discuss the situation with them, Lee

-2~

— X W TR T T T



o

I DT
piteke

O S L P
B

Y B o B s P B U it s SN . i s, ek i b0 e, sl A8 > Ko i e o Vo el 2 e P At oo+ s s i e e Bk AW i A < W e

NY 105-38431

~ _
has been getting along very well in school., The

boy is now saluting the flag and is showiny a great
deal of improvement. I, Fosen stated that he is no
longer a behavior problem in the echool

"J. Carro, PO (rl) D. 11/23

%11/19/53: COURT ACTIOM Justice Sicher presiding,

Case on School Part Calendar,

Mrs. Oswald and her son, Lee, o
and counsellor lielson appeared before the court, His Honor ex-
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. "11/19/53: Court Action Cont'd
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the court. Mr. Neilson indicated that Mrs. Oswald
desired to have lLee discharged from supervision of
the court, as she felt that the boy was presently

no problem at this time and that she was capsble -
of coping t the child. ’

"Judge Sicher talked to the mother and counsellor at
some length and advised them that lLee was & child who
vas in need of treatment, as the reports cof the
examination made on the boy seemed to bear out;

and hence, would not consider discharginz the boy

at that time. The mother was opposed to referral -
of the boy to any other agency. .

"His Honor talked to the mother at some length and
advised her that it would be for the best interests
of Lee to have her cooperate with any plans that
the court might have to offer at this time, Judge
Sicher instructed PO to refer the boy to the

court treatment clinic and to make a reference

to the Proteatant Big Brother, (Cas2 was paroled

to 1/28/54 for a report on that date, o

"plained to Mr. Nellson and Mrs. Oswald, the function of»kfaf‘

2 /l //f,m,

"“- - A - B

"1/5/54: Mrs. Oswald telephoned PC this aate. o Dunn, Al

PO, talked to her in the abaence of Mr. Carro, who

was on vacation. She stated she wished to speak with

PO concerning the fact that she had to leave the city.

After a long discussion with her and not receiving .
definite information, PO advised her to be at court

to see Mp, Carro 1/11/54 with Lee and if needed, the"'ff’
case could be passed on. Mrs, Oswald agreed to do 80.

"In the arternoon, Mr%tﬁroetz of the Protea;antdbyg

J -

DProthers called at the office regarding the same mattér
He Indicated that he would telephone on the morning of

1/11. Mr. Groetz indicated thit he beliéves the mother

-27-
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"i{s anxious and willing and has found her most o

cooperative, PO did not find any chronolosical
sheet vhich must have been made out for clinic -
but is not with the papers they returncd.

"p,.P, Dunn, PO for |
J. Carro, PO (rl) D.2/1

"12/21/53: Material on Lee Oswald returned from Court

Clinic this date. A letter was attached indicating
that the rfamily's lawyer to inform us that the family
is moving to New Jersey.  (Material filed in case record.) -

"1/25/54: Mrs. Barnes, A.0,, phoned this date to indicate
she had received a letter from Mrs. Oswald indicating
she had left and taken Lee with her to live in New-

Orleans, la.

“Mr. Groetz, Protestant Big Brother, also phoned PO this
date to inguire as to whether or not lirs. Oswald had
contacted PO as to her plans to move to Na2w Orleans;

she had indicated she wished to discuss the situation

over with PO, .
"J. Carro, Poj(rl) D.2/1

"1/28/54: COURT ACTION: Jasticp¥/olier presiding.
A,0. present only.

PO rcported on the case. Irs. Barnes, A.0., showed the N

court a letter from Mrs. Osvald indicating she vas ’

leaving for La., Justice Polier adjourned the case

to 3/11/54 for report as to the whereabouts of the

boy and his mother. : o

"J Carro, PO (rl) D 2/1 Lz;f
/5“
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"3/11/54: COURT ACTION: Justice Delany,

: No appearance, Attendance -
Olficer, Mrs, Rarnes, P,0., before the court. }rs. Barnes
reports that reply from contact with New Orleans, la.
recelved indicates that they have no information as

to the whereabouts of the family. A former assoc.

thinks the family may be living in California.

Justice Delany discharzed the case on this date

since Lee 18 no longer in our Jurisdiction,

"J. Carro. P‘ Q. (eS)"

~29-
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The file also contained a report date: April-30, =

IQ;% gnd~%&3ned by EVELYN\STRI%%HAh, which reflected the s

ewings - S
“"This is a serilously detached withdrawn youngster who has
preserved some ability to relate but is very hard to reach.
He is laconic and taciturn and while he answered questions
he volunteered almost nothing about himself., Toward the end
of the interview he occasionally would say something
gratuitously without my asking him but on the whole everything
had to be pulled from him. Vhat 1s really surprising is that
this boy has not lost entirely his ability to communicate with
other p.ople because he has been leading such a detached,
solitary existence for most of his life. -

"He told me that he was at Youth House for truancy and his
truancy 1s caused because he feels that he would prefer to
do other things which are more important. Questioning at
first elicited 'Oh, Just things! but what I finally learned
from him is that he spends all of his time looking at
television, leafing over various magazines or Just sleeping.
Apparently his truancy really.became serious vhen he moved
up here from Fort VWorth with his mother about five or six
months ago, but he never did like school and apparently never
formed relationships with other people.

. "The story that I got from him condensed 1is very much as

follows: His father died he belleved before he was born : -
.and he doesn't know a thing about him., He evinces absolutely .
no curiogity about him, says that he never missed having one
and never thought to ask about him, His mother was left with

three children, John who is 21 and in the Coast Guard and who . .. - |

has been statlioned in New York for the last two years, Robert -

who 18 18 and 1s a pilot in the Air Force Marines and lLee who
18 13. The mother apparently supported these children by ’
working as an Insurance Broker and she was on the go all day -
long. He does not remember anyone else ever having taken care »
of him and apparently when he was an infant she elither left him -
in the care of his older brothers or he shifted for himself. '
She would leave early in the morning and come home around seven
or eight at night after a hard day'!s work in which she was
driving the car around all day trying to sell insurance,
Ocassionally she took Lee with her on these trips but he wrinkled
his nose and said it was very boring because she was always making
stops, going into houses and trying to sell people things. lee - .-
ate lunch in school and often made his own meals., It was 1nterest-~r

. -

.
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"{ng that occasionally when his mother did make meals he was - -
dissatisfied with them and would complain to her becauce she
had Just thrown things together, Her answer always was that
she was so tired after a hard days work that she hadn't felt
like fussing. ILee saw little of his brothers because of the
age difference, partially, and also because John was working
vwhen they were living at Fort Worth. Robert was always going
out with his own friends and neither of the older boys wanted
Lee tagging after them. It was already during this period
that he was experiencing difficulty in school, not he said
because he couldn'it do the work but because he Just never
really felt like it nor thought that it was very important.

He learned to read very adequately and denied any feelings

of inferiority in relation to other kids his own ege in

school but he said he used to have trouble with Englisn Grammar
and with Arithmetic. He spent very little time with the boys
in his neighborhood preferring to be alone and when he came
home from school would simply sit in tie house, listen to the -
radio, looking at television or locking at different magazines.

"After both boys entered the service and John vwias stationed
in New York, his mother decided to:comec to lNew York in order
to be near John. They arrived here about five or six months

- ago and moved 1into John's apartment on East 92nd St., in

Manhattan., In response to questioning Lee told me that while

. John seemed glad to see him, his sister in law, Margzie,

apparently was very unhappy at the fact that Iee and his -
mother shared the apartment for a while until they could find -
a place of thelr own. Lee said that she seemed like a rather . .
cold person vho wanted to be alone with John and did not make

his mother and him feel welcome. Although there were five -
rooms in the apartment, ILee was given a place to sleep in the
living room and admitted that this was very much in line with what
he had always been led to expect from grovn ups - nobody ever

had any room for him, His face lighted up however from its
usual impassive expression when he talked about the three months -
old baby and he admitted that he had found a good deal of
enJoyment 1n playing with it,
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"After they stayed with John for a couple of months, his
mother finally found an apartment on the Grand Concourse
in the Bronx. It is a swall apartment witn one large
room anG again of course Lee does not have his own room
and sleeps in the living room. His mother had found work
as an assistant manager in a woman's wear shop and she 1s
away again all day. He mostly makes his own meals and
spends his time alone in tihe apartment becauce he doesn't
enjoy associating with the boys in the neighborhood.

"Questioning about lee's mother elicited the response that :
in a viay she was very much like him, She dldn't talk to people
at all very much and vhile she had a few friends who occasionally
came to visit ghe was equally silent with them. When lee and
she are home alonc together he is not uncomfortable with her
but they never have anything to say to each other, She never
punishes him because she is the kind of person vho jJust lets
things ride. For instance, he volunteercd that when he started
to play hookey she told him to go to school !'but she never did
anything about it'. When I had wondered 1f he had wished that
she had done something about it, he nodded and vwhat finally
emerged vias that he Just felt that his mother never gave a
damn for him. He alwavs felt like a burden that she simply
Just had to tolerate and while she took care of his material
needs he never felt that she was involved with him iIn any way

. or cared very much winat happened to him. It was hard for him

to say whether she acted the same toward hils brothers because
he had never noticed but his general feeling was that adults

were not to be trusted, that if they gave you anything they - ... ..

always seemed to want something in return and that you really
couldn't look to adults for anything. He is much more prone

to trust boys his own age but admits he 1s not successful in
making relationships with them mostly because he doesn't want
to. He really prefers to be alone. He doesn't really feel
that anybody in this world cares for him and he doesn't really:
care about anybody else, Although his brothers were not as -
detached as his mother apparently he experienced some rejection
from them too and that they always pushed him away when he tried

to accompany them and they never could really meet any of hisv;_.

needs. He told me that he had to be his own father because .
there was Just no one there for him., Hls money nceds were met - -
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“by his mother who would give him an occasional quarter or -
something on a week end to go to a movie down at Fort Worth.
As far as buying magazines and other stuff vas concerned he
sald he never bought very much so she never gave him very
nuch. She would buy his clothes without consulting him but
he said that he didn!t resent this because he usually liked
what she brought home. She was apparently completely detached
from him however and they had absolutely no communication with
each other. She always left him to shift pretty much for
himself and showed no concern about him whatsoever.

"As a result he withdrew completely into a detached and
solitary existence where he could Jjust do as he wanted to and
didn't have to live by any rules and regulations nor come in
contact with people., He would stay in bed till eleven or
twelve o'clock, get up and make himself something to eat and
then sit and look at & magazine or look at a television program.
He slept a good deal if he were able to although he says that
he never fell asleep in the day. :

"When they first came to New York, his mother entered him in a
private Lutheran school becausz she thought that he would like
that but after two months he decidéd that he didn't want it

~anymore and started truanting because he Just didn't seem to

find 1t very interesting or important. He was then transferred
to a public school in the Bronx and quit going altogether.

"Lee was able to respond to expressions of understanding and

sympathy for his lonely situation which I offered, although

he denied that he really ever felt lonely. Questioning -~ :M‘f%fiﬁ'“"

revealed that he feels almost as 1f there is a veil between -
him and other people through which they cannot reach him.but = - .
he prefers this vell to remain intact. VWhen I questioned .. -~
vhether 1t were painful or disturbing for him to see me '
today since in a sense I was tearing away the vell he let
me know that it was not as bad as he might have anticipated.
He was not too comfortable in talking with me but he was not -

- as disturbed in talking about his feelings as he thought he

might be. This gave an opening for me to inquire into his
fantacy life and what I got was a complete rejection of o
any probing and a reminder that tthis is my own business.!?

I let him know that I respected this but there were some
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"things I had to know. Supposed I asked him questions and

if he wanted to he would answer. He agreed to this and actually
answ:red cvery question that I asked. He acknowledged fantasies
about being all powerful and being able to 4o anything thnat

he wanted. Vhen I asked if this ever involved hurting or ,
killing people, he saild that it did sometimes but refused to
elucidate on it. None of these fantasies incidentally ever
involved his mother. He also acknowledged dream material

vhich he said was entirely pleasant in nature and wnich was -
usually a fulfilment of fantasies that he might have had vhen .
he was awake. He refused however to talk about these at all
although he did mention that these dreams also sometimes con-
tained violence. He deriied eny hallucinatory or delusional
experiences whatsoever and denied any distorted body images.

His developmental history was essentially negative except for

a mastold operation and a tonsilectomy when he was 7. He
remembers being frightened but rcniembers nothing else about

. the experience.

"When vie talked about future planning for nim ILee said that
he wanted to return home and he was damant in his feeling that if

he were placed in any kind of a boarding school he would run away.
He regards this as a loss of his frecedom and privacy and confided

- that the worse thing about Youth House was the fact that he had

to be with other boys all the time, was disturbed about disrobing

. in front of them, taking showers with them etc. He has been away

to Camp a couple of times in life when he was a kid and had enJoy-
ed those experiences and mingled with other boys but it was .- o
different from the experience he had had here at Youth House,: -~ -
He doesn't fight with anyone here, he Just detaches himself -~ '~
completely, He was willing to acknowledge with me that home .
offers him very little but he wants it this way. Actually if .
he could have his wish he would like to be out on his own and . =
maybe Join the service, He acknowledged the fact that in the . .
service he would have to live very close to other pecople and
obey orders and follow a routine which he finds extremely dis- -
tastful but he said he would seal hlmself to that and make
himself do it. In the meantime if he had his way he would
prefer to be on his own and he said that if he were placed in -
a school and ran away he wouldn't go home again he would Just 3
start out for himself, we tallied about these feelings at some
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"Yength in terms of the fact that no boy of 13 was ready
to do this, plus the fact that these feelings that no one
cared about him and that he was all alone in the world wvere
really very painful and that maybe he neceded the experience
that these wvere grovn ups who were Interested in him and -
cared about what happened to him, He didn't care however
and thought that he Just preferred to be alone. I pointed
that what happencd to him eventually was really the courtls
decision but we discussed the alternatives on which the
court might decide. Placement he rejected. When I broached
the possibility of talkking with a case worker if he were =
returned home, he wvanted to know for how long and I told him
1t would be an indcterminate period. He finally decided that
although he didn't recally want this and would prefer to remain
as solitary as he has alwayvs been if it came to a choice
between placement and going to a case vorker, he would chose
going to a case worker. He also thouzht that if it were an
alternative betweoen placement and goiny back to school, he
would make an effort ,to go back to school and to attend
regularly.

"My own feeling 1s that it might be as difficult as at first

it seemed to establish a relationship with the boy and that

he might possibly be drawn into therapy. Just how successful

such planning would bz cannot be determined of course until I

have had an opportunity to interview his mother. Interestingly

- enough when Y asked questions about what they talked about when
she came down here to visit him, he said that actually she .
didn!t say very much. She just brought him some candy and -

throughout the whole viﬂiting period
" _ A

"Interview with Mothep

"Mps. 0. is a smartly dressed, gray haired voman, very self
possessed and alert and while making a superficial appearance

selfish and very much of a snob,

of affability I felt that essentially she was defensive, rigld,

-

asked how things were golnz and they sat prectty much in silence
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"one of the first things she wanted to know vas why Lee

was at Youth House beccause eghe had no clear understanding
of the purpose of the institution. Before I even had a
chance to explain to her sie went on to ask me if he had
received a complete medical examination and in my ansvering
in the affirmative, confided to me that she had noticed -
lately he had gotten very big 'down there! and that while
of course he was getting a little too big for her to look
at him, she had been worried lest something was the matter
with his genitals, She went on to tell me that she had

had him to a Doctor siy months ago for a hzad to toe
examination and the Doctor had examined the boy in her
presence. lHe apporently did not examine the boy's genitals
and Mrs. Oswald had insisted upon this so he asked her to
step from the room. She said she wasn't gone but a few
minutes wnen he called her bzck and said there was nothing
the matter and she somehow felt very dissatisfied with the
examination. She went on to explain to me that her excessive
interest was caused by the faet that her middle son Robert,
upon being examined for entr;: into the Marines was found to
have a hydrocele and that shic had wondered if perhaps this
were the case with lee too. Vnen I indicated that we had
round nothing the matter with his genitals she then looked

. at once relieved and I felt a little disappointed.

) L"Mrs.'o gave her current tanalysis?! of the reason'!s for lee's

truancy.-~-The upset in moving from Pt. Vorth,--TéXads. She
went on to tell me that she herself had been very much dis-

comforted by the change and in my expressing interest I,learned:;ffg.

- from her that she had found it very difficult to adjust to

New York and is sorry she came here, She indicated that she
has always been a manager of shops of one kind or another and -
made it a point never to mix with her help. She sald they

vere always respectful to her at home but that here in New York,'v

employees talk back to her etc. and she finds it extremely
difficult to talte, complaining of their arrogance. Furthermore
she feels that 1life moves at a much faster pace here l1living -
conditions are unsatisfactory, ete. Later on in the interview
after I had gained her confidence much more shne confided to me -

that she had come here from Ft., Worth because she thought that»:‘

it might be better for Lee since he was suddenly left alone . ..
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"after Robert joined the Marines and she wants to be
close to what family she had for his sake. With her
eyes filled with tears at this point and she told me
that she had come to New York to be close to her son,
John., There had been an exchange of letters and long
distance telephone calls and apparently John and his
wife were very anxious for her to come, but she said
that when she got here, she found an extremely cold
reception, Her daughter-in-law 1s only 17 and apparently o
went out of her way to let Mrs. O. know that she could S
not settle with John and herself permanently. Mrs., 0. '
said that she had had no such intention although she had
rather expected her daughter in law to put her up until

she could find a jJob and get an apartment. She saild she was
made so w.comfortable there however that she moved Just as
soon as sie could to an extremely inadequate one room base-
ment apartiuent. The 1living conditions were extremely miser-
able and sne felt that Lee was becoming very depressed but
she could not iclp herself, Just as soon as she was able

and had found anotaer job, she took a three room apartment
1?tthet§§onx and said tnat Lee seemed to perk up considerably
after 8.

"According to Mrs. O. she had never had any difficulty with -

Iee vhile they were 1living in Ft, Vorth at all and disclaimed

any knowledge of the fact that he had played hookey there. '

She felt that if he had said this it was recally only to- SN
rationalize his piaying hookey up here., She told me that he j;»"
had always been an extremecly quiet boy as was John and she :'f
felt both of these boys were like her., Even as a little kid .

Lee had never mixed freely with other children and she told

me sghe felt this was in response to her teaching. She had -
always been a working womzn who didn't have to worry about his
wandering off or associating with other children in thelir
houses so ghe instiucted him to stay within the yard and he
always did so, If other kids came to play in his place it was-

all right but he seemed never to go to other boys. She said
that as a matter of fact when other boys did approach him to . .-
play he usually preferred to be by himself and she felt that

this was in his nature and that one couldn'!t change people's "
natures very easily. She herself found nothing wrong with - .
this end told me that Mr. Carro Iee'!s Probation Officer had -
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"remarked to her that the boy secemed to be completely
without feeling and that he withdrew from others. She -
herself did not see anything strange about this and told me

that she hercelf vas not a very gregarious percon either and
had never felt the need to make friends.

"In response to questioning I learned from her that she had

lost her husband vwinen she was seven months pregnant with ILece.

He died suddenly one morning at 6 A.M., of a heart attack. Near
the end of the interview she confided to me in a burst of
confidence that sh2 had had a rupture with her husband!s family
at this timc since when he died at 6 A,M, she wanted him buried
the same day. IHer thought had been for herself and the baby she
was carrying since shé felt that she could do her husband no good
by having a VWake and a funeral and she thought it would be jJust
decent to zet him out of the way as quickly as possible, His
family L5::. bcen coumletely agasy, sald that they never saw any-
thing as coid in their whole life and had not spoken to her from
that day to this, She had to rely upcn her neighbors help wvhen
Lee was born anG asie hzg never had arnything to do with her
husband!s famil; gincc that time. She Justilies herself at great
length to me said that chie did not fcecel it was cold but only
sensible and That her husband when he used to joke with her had
alvays said 'Mag, if anytiaing happens to me Just throw some dirt
in my face and forget about it! and she felt nre had acted accord-
ing to his 1nstruvt5054. : :

"When I offerz1 tha% 2t must have been rathzr a4rlflicult for her _
to half to bz both pareris and bread earner a2t the same time, .~
she told me very proudly that she had never found it so., She "~
said she vias always a very independent, self-reliant person who .
had never wanted any help from anyone, had always had ‘high -
fulutent! idezs,.wiich ghe 221t to a Jarge mzzsuie sh2 had accom~ -
plished, and the &'lia7a war &ble to il hevself vp oy her own |
vootetraps. Vhern . ¢»u:d 4f hers had been a oot werriage, she
s2id yes and went < &8 AT I hadn't sald anythlinz Lub questioning
revealed that she had cose from a family where her mother had died
vhen she was only two years old.- - The father raised six children
with the help of housekeepers and she said she was brought up in
an extremely poor neighboriinod in New Orleans where she was forced
to mix with Negroes and other people but even though she played
with them and made friends with them she always had again 'high
fulutent' ideas and managed to make something of herself. -

"Mrs. 0. sald that after her husband died, she stayed at home -
for two years taking _ v
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"care of Lee and the other two children and living on
insurance he left. %“hen this ran out and che found she

had to get a job, she placed ‘John and Robert in a’

Lutherin Home for about six years fror what I could

gcather and she moved in with Lee into her sister's

house. lier sister cared for Lee while lMrs. 0. .

went to work but when the sister began to cbject she had

2 large nurler of children herself, llrs. C, aiso placed

Lee in & home until ehe felt that all tuz kids =
ware old enourh so that she could take them home . IR
and go tu work too. I pressed for informstion :t

this point and from what 1 could rather Lee was not in
the home for ricre than 3 or 4 wonths. krecedln"

-his y1acenent in the home however, there wa

& rercd when kirs. 0, had wmoved out of her 81 ster's house -
anu ".:en a furnislied rocm because gshe said she nceded

a cle.»  nd to yc to Lusiness and couldn't e

botherad - 'th a child. Apparently she left Les to

her sicier for alout a vear or more vnile che

lived arart Zrom kin,

"vihen she finally rescoustituted her family apuorentlv

she left the kids prett: rach to tiueir own devices sirnce
she was vorking e¢ll kinds of hours and often did not

get nome until late at night. GShe tells =e that ;

when she was working in the insurance bLuciness however,

she only worked two or three hours a day and was able = .
to spend a cood deal of time at hcme. Questioring r»vealed
houever, that all of her kids were extrerely quiet, - e
rather withdrawn infante vho never made much demands on
her and always played quietly by themselves. Of . -
this she was vnry proud. Lee was a full terw norw ally
delivered baly whdt was bottle fed and toilet trained =~
about one year. iic wall.ed and talked normally, as she . - - ..
put it and she never had any difiiculty in reising - - -
him but she said that he was alwayc a very S
stoic child who for instance, when the dentist offered

to fill one tooth would insist that he fill all four at Qnéeg-
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"She told me that the toy had once bad a terrific infection

cn his ankle :hich hie didn't know anything about until-

she stertcd bathirg hinm and which the dcctor had Tteen

very conceraed aktout but Lee who was about five '

at this time nad not even complained. iilien ne tas

five he aiso undervent a mastoid operation but

sle said he wes completely hapyy-go-lucky aLout it and

it didn't seem to affect him at all. 1Irs. T,

1nc10entally tathed all her children herself :
until the time they were 11 or 12 and then said inan -
eribarrassed manner that at that age they got a little -
too 0id for her to locuk at.

"lrs. C. reiled and railed against :¥C laws vhich she
felt in a large mzacgure were responsible for the way

Lee actuci. She said that vhen he first began to
truza-, he truant cfficer picked him up in a police car
and tuo! hir tack, to schoal and thougnt that was just
atrocicus. one felt that the boy had been given .a crxnxnal
record for no zecod reason at all and told re that

she felt thac s“c nad been allowed to handle things in
her own way she felt she could nave gotten around it.
She said she had hzd a problem in truancy with Jonn too
and to ¢ lesser extent with kobert and had been able

to handle 1t with bot\ these bo"s. -

".ihen John was 14 and begsan to truant ¥ire. C. told hin that if
he wants to be a bum that was &ll right klth her so he went A
out and got & job and held it for about six nonths. &t the end
of that time he told her that he was going back to school and

continued there ever since. KRobert only wnlayed hockey for -
about four times and she was able to handle this by talking to .-
him, MNrs. 0, was not aware of whether or not Texas had a law

" that kids under 16 hed to be in school but arparently

they c¢idn't bother John during the period he was out,
Ghe said she fclt Lee could be stubborn and defiant just
as she would be if somcone ¥ept stressing, uith h1m _
the way the truant officer had with Lee that e nad to .~
go to school becauce the iYC law said so. 3he s&id she -

-40-




TR

B e S T R

NY 105-38431
"was not aware at first the boy was truanting although

he told her he didn't want to go to school, but he did

used to go up every day and get dressed and get out and so
ghe assumed he was there., After she found out he was
truanting, she started to talk with him made several visits
to the school etc., but apparently got nd where. 1In the
meantime he was truanting from Nevember through March and
she varned him that they could take him and put him away

if he didn't go to school but Lee did not believe her., She .
felt howvever, that the bipggest mistake had been the way they
approached the boy and in a way she agreed it had now gone =

so far that che didn!t know if she could handle it or not.

When I wondered what it was that she wanted, she felt she

wanted to be able to raise her own child the way she saw

fit. OSihe agreed that truancy if carried to a certain extent .

could be considered a problem., She was not so willing to consider
it a prollim that Iee did not make friends and assoclates but

when I discussed with her a 1little the extent to which the boy

had withdramn: and the fact he was really alone all day she agreed
that there vwas something not quite right about this. She said she
vouldn't be so concerncd if he was in school all day and assoclated
with other boyes and then wanted to be alone but the fact that he
vas alone all day long and half the night too apparently since

she didn't get home till late, didn't look so good to her,

"I now explained to her the purpose of lLee'!s being at Youth House
in terms of a dlagnostic study and the fact that while our .
psvchiatrist here was free to make recommendations actually 1t -

vas the court!s decision. We now discussed together the two ’u-~,
alternatives on which the Court might decide one being probation
with psychotherapy and the other placement 1ii"a school, She - .
listened extremely intentively and when I discussed school. w
placement with her Eé€emed not to avert to the fact that if Lee
were sent off to a school, it might be good for him. The thing
that made her exceedinzly angry was that she felt if the boy
vier2 given another chance and sent home it should be what she
called a real chance and should not involve having to report-

to a P,0, or ttalk to a stranger! which was the way she felt
about his going to a social worker. She was adamant however, in
her feeling that she rcally did want him to have one more chance
with the knowledge that if he played hookey for even one day he
vould have to be put avay in a home., I had the feeling that the
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"basis of this was a nced to assert her own volition as it
vere against the authority represented by the court, rather
than any real understanding of Ice!s welfare or his nceds,

"I honestly don't think that she sees him as a person at all .
but simply as an extension of herself. Interestingly enough
by the way although Ice was a planned for baby because her
husband, her self wanted a girl, I take it that eiile was rather
disappointed at having a third boy.

"I discussed vwith her what actually would change for lee if

he went home again and the truancy started. To her way of -
thinking she could not see the truancy as symptomatic of
anything and apparently thinks of it as an act of defiance

which in a sense of course is really true but she doesn't

mean ti.is. I have some real question at this point about

Jjust how im:ch Mrs, 0. could offer Lee since I feel that her

own attituds about social worker's probation, ete. would .
inevitably comrwunlcate itself to the boy and that Af he started
shoving improvement in therapy I have the feeling she is one of
these mother's who would have to break it up. On the other hand
Iee himself is so averse to placement at this time that I have
some question too as to what would be accomplished by sending
him awvay. He has withdrawvn completely here at Youth House, I
have spent some time watching him with other boys and he doesn't
participate or mingle in any way but keeps himself completely
aloof. : ‘ ‘

"EVELYN STRICKMAN 4/30/53 p" .. .
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The file contained the following:

"Youth House, Social Worker's Report, Bronx,
5/7/53, Case No. 26996, Date of Admission 4/16/53, Name
OSUALD, LEE, born Octobper 18, 1933,Address 825 East 179th
Street, Bronx, N,Y,, Father YEE (bec » Social Worker

{3@;&§§V§Q§Icgyﬁug Fother Margarite.

"PSYCHIATRIC STUDY

"Lee Oswald_is a seriously detached, withdrawn youngster
of thirteen, remanded to Youth House for the first time -
on a charge of truancy. There is no previous court record.

"Laconic and taciturn, Lee answered questions, but
volunteered almost nothing about himself spontaneously.
Despite the fact that he 1s very hard to reach, Lee seems
to have some ability to relate which in view of the
solitary existence he has been leading, 1s somewhat -
surprising. There is a rather pleasant, appealing quality
about this emotionally starved, affectionless youngster
vhich grows as one spezks to him, and it seems fairly cIear
that he has detached himself from the world around him
because no one in it ever met any of his needs for love.

"Iee sald he was at Youth House for truancy and that hiaV;;i

truancy was caused by bis preference for other things, . ..7 .3

vwhich he considered more important. Questioning as TO
what these things were elicited the answer fOh, Just .
things! but 1t was was finally learned tha¥ Lee spent
all of his time looking at television and reading various

magazines. He said his truancy never became serious until = -

he moved up here from Fort Worth, Texas, about five or
six months ago, He never liked school, however, and - . -
never formed close relationships with other people,
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"By persistent questioning, the information received from
Lee vas as follows: his father died before he was born
and he doesn't know a thing about him., He has no
curiosity about his father, says he never missed having
one, and never thought to ask about him, His mother was .
left with three children, John, 21 in the Coast Guard and
stationed in New York for the last two years; Robert, 18,

a pilot in the Air Force Marines and lee. Iee said his
mother supported Them DYy working as an insurance broker .
and she was on the go all day longzg. He doesn!t remembeT
anyone else taking d¢dre cf bim and he thinks she either
left him in the care of his older brothers or else that -
he shifted for himself. She would leave early in the
morning and come home around seven or eight at night after
8 hard day's work. Cccasionally he went with her, but
found her frequent stops to sell insurance boring, while
he vaited for her ip the car,

"Lee ate lunch in school and often made his own meals at
night., Vhen his mother did make meals, he was often .
dissatisfied with them, and complained to her that she Just
threw things together. Her answver was that she was too

tired after a hard day's work to feel like fussing.

"lee saw little of his brothers, partially because of the
difference in their ages and partlally because the older
boys.were either working or going out with thelr own

e S Tt e

friends, so that they didn't want Lee tagging after them. -
Iee spent very little time with the boys in the neighborhood,
and preferring to be alone, when he came in from school :

would watch television or Tead magazines., It was during . i]i

this perlod that he was already experiencing difficulty
in school, He sald it waegn't because he couldn't do -
the work, but he never felt like it or thought it was
very important. He learned to read adequately but felt
he had trouble in English grammar and arithmetic, He
denied any feelings of inferiority in relation to the

other boys in his class.
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"After Lee's brothers entered the service and John was
stationed in New York, his mothner decided to come here

to be near Jobhn, They drove up five or six months ago,
and moved into John's apcrtment in Manhattan. Questioning
revealed that while Lee felt Join was glad to see them,
hls sister-in-law, Marjorle, was unhappy about their
sharing the apartment until they could find a place of
tneir own and she made them feel unwelcome. Iee had

to sleep In the living room during the pericdal though
there was five rooms in the gpertment and ne admitted that
this made him feel as he always did feel with grownups -
that there was no room for him. His face lost its usual
impassive expression for a moment when he talked about '
Johnt's baby, however and he said he had a good deal of
fun - playing with 1 : .

"Iee's mother finally found an apartment of her ovn on the
Grand Concourse in the Bronx_and she also found a Job as
an assistant manager ir: a woman's clothing shop. This
meant that she was away from home all day. Lee made his
ovn meals and spent all his time alone because he didn't
make friends with the boys in the neighborhood. He
withdrew into a completely solitary and detached exilstence
where he did as he wanted and he didn't have tc live by

any rules or come into cantact with pecple. He stayed .;“'.A;;WU”
in bed until eleven or twelve, got up and made himself. . .- ‘wti,¢“

something to eat_and then sat and looked at magazines.
Vhen they first came to New York, his mother enrolled him
in a private ILutheran Academy because he thought he would
like this. After two months he didaft find school :

interesting or important so he started to truant. He was _
then transferred to a public school in the Eronx_at whicn; i

point he stopped going to school altogether.

"When questioned about his mother's reaction to this he
sald she told him to go to school ‘but she never did~
anything about it.! Vhen he was asked 1f he wished that

she would do something he nodded and finally emerged with

the fact that he Just felt his mother !never gave a daym'
for him, He always felt like a burden that siie had to
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"tolerate, and while she took care of his material needs,

he never felt that she was involved with him in any way or
cared very much what happened to him., Wien Lee and nls -
mother are home together, he is not uncomfortable with her,
but they never have anything to say to each other. She
never punishes him because she 1s the kind of person who -
Just lets things ride. It was hard for him to say whether
she acted the same way towards his brotherse, because he
never noticed, Although his brothers were noct as detached ~
as his mother was, he experienced rejection from them, too,
and they always pushed him away when he tried to accompany
them. They never met any of his needs. He sald he ho had
to be 'my own father! because there was never anyone there
for him. His mother bought his clothes without consulting
him (which he didn't mind toc wmuch) iné gave him 2n ccceasional
quarter, but she was completely detached from him and they '
had 1little communication with ‘each other., He felt that she
vas very much like bhim, in a way, beczuge she didn't talk
much, She has a few friends who visit occasionally, but

she 18 equally silent witih them. Ice feels tivat his

mother has always left him to shift pretty much for himself -

" and showed no concern about him whatsoever,

- "Iee was able to respond to expressions of understanding

for hls lonely situation, but he denled that he really -
felt lonely. Questioning elicited the information that .'Tfﬁ"v;“; _
he feels almost as if there is a veil between him and other ... ..
people through which they cannot reach him, but he -~ - -
prefers this velil to remain intact. He admitted, howevar, SR
the téearing:aside of the veil in talking to a social worker = -~ -
vas not as painful as he would have anticipated. He was o
not comfortable in talking but he was not as disturbed

in talking about his feelings as he thought he might be. -

Wlhen this vias used as an opportunity to inquire into his
fantasy life, he responded with a reminder that 'this 1is
my own business®. He agreed to ansuer questions if he o
wanted to, rejecting those which upset him and acknowledged
fantasies about being powerful, and someoimes hurting
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or killins wnzople, but refused to claborate cn this,

Hdone of these fantasies involved his moiher, incidentally.:
He elso acknovledged dreaming but refused to talk chout

the drcams other than to adnif thet tn <v scretimes containad
violence, but he insisted that they wese pleasant. Lee's
develonrmental histery was nezative except for & mastozd
operation and a tons;l;ectomy vhen he was about seven.,

tle remanbers that the orerations frigiatened him, but

nothing else auvcout therx,

"Talk about futura planning nroduced tiie fact that Lee

vanted to return hoihz, end liis assurance that he would

run a2way if he uveare Jiéced in a boerding school. Being -

auvay fromr hone means a loss of his freedou eand privacy

to him, and hec finds it disturting living witk other bovs,
hevin: to take shoirers vith ther and naver being alonz2

He ves awvay tu camp several times during his life and he

ens oyed it, but it was very differert than his present
experiences, lie was w;lllnb to acknowlcdze that hore

offered him very lfttle Lut he said he wanted it this ,
wey. If he could have hiz own way, he would like to be on - . -
his own and join the Servic2, ' Tile he feecls that living . ... . . .
that close to other peovle and fcllowing e routine would T

be distasterul_he would 'steel' hiiiself to do it. Eince

h2 rejected plabenert, the possibility of a retura Lome

with casework helo was hrcached. Lee finally cecided that =
although he didn't really want help, and would prefer to -~ ..
runaln as solitary &s he hes alvays been if it came toa
ciioice between 1 gluccmeﬁt and cecing to a ¢ecewrker, he would
chese tnae latter., e said, too, tﬁat if it were a choice
vetween nlacement and goirg hack to schocl, he would make

ar effort to return to school azrd ge recularlyv,
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"Otservation of Lee's relationship with other rcoys during
his stey at Youth House slioved that he detaci:ed himself
completely, and repulsed any efforts at fr;andeulp by
others. Although he reacted favorably to supervision and
did whatever was asked of nim witlout comment when on his:
floor he sat by himself and read. At 8:15 every evening
he asked to ke excused so that he could zo te bed.  The
other boys appeared to resnect his seclusicn and dida't
force themselvas on him, I'e did not encour rage conv;rsatlon
with anyone, and when asked cuections was very tcrse in
his replies. Ile was very neat and clean and alvays
finished his work before zoing out to the floor.

"In the recreation a2z he was usuilly quict and withdrawn_
sitting by himself. If he did becoue invnlved in any

minor altercation_lie wac very hostll- and beligerent

and sonewhat defiart of sunerv1s ion, ke secmed to be

respected by group members_who left him alone. .

"Tnls pattern of tehavior wis albo noted in uCJQOl’ where
. he was quiet, cooperative and respectiul of autheritv_but
- avoided contact with nerbers of his grcup, lle secemed txmld
and fearful of chysicel contact, ,
"There was some very ninimal movement in his reiationship ’
with his social worker, although it was so small as to be ..
almost not rnoticeatle, Ord;na**ly when an»ncroacned he s~-ﬁ'
remained polite but uncommunicative_but viien he was showa-
some special atterntion and concern when he hLad an ea“ache,
te respondad gonevhat. [le never sought his caseworker gy
out, and acked for notllng, nox did hc volunteer any*hlng
- further about himself : . .

"l'rs. Osvald, Lee's mother _was seen for an interview af .
Youth llcus2., She is a smartly dressed, zray haired —woman,
very self-rocsessed and alert anc supcrflc*allv affable,

nsseztlallv, houvever, che g revealeg &3 a cefensive, Plald,:umn

self-involved person kfitahtnkehatis iy acceptlﬁ" and
relatlng to peopie. : : R
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"Ona of the first things lirs. Osuald deranded to hnou vas
vhy Lee was at Youth Housc but she gave no oopopiun**v

to explain the vurpose of liis stay mnere eané instcad :anted
to know if ra had received a conpl;te phvsical examination,
She had not been satisfied vith a recent examination_
particularly with the genitalia. ‘Mlien she was told that
our exarination had reveals noth;no unusual, she loerd

at once reliieved and diszppointed.

"trs. Oswald gave waat she termed her 'an¢¢351"' cf the
situation as the move from Fort Vorth to sdew York as being
the rcason for Lee's truzxncy. She herself had been very
discomfited by thre clan;2, &nd said she was sorry she ceme, .
since she is findirp it difficult t edjust to Hew York, :

£t home where she wic also & manazar in women's shops, she

had found licr *‘help' -sitn vhoa she made it a po*nt never

to nix, very reencct;ul but here she complained of tleir
&rrogzance. Furtbe"more, she found l:v1nL conditicns

difficult. After her confidence was ysined soncuvhet

¥rs. Uswald said that she had come from Fort Yorth tG be

near Join, Lecause Lee wzs left so much clone after Robert

joined the Cervice. lier eves filled with tears as she said

there had been 2n exchange of letters and teleplhone calls with
Joha &nxious for her to come, only to find out on arrival™

that her daughter-in-la:r was nxtremely cold. The daughter-

in-law is only 17 and went out of her way to let Mrs, Oswald ,
know she could not stav with them permanently, lirs. Oswald 7,}”'4
said she had had no such iutenticn, althouzh sie did expect -+ .
her daughter~in-law to put her up uatil. shc could find an i
apartrent and a job., Che was so uncomforteble there, lLowever,
that she took Lee and moved into a very inadequate bace-

ment apartment, where Lee seemed to become very depressed,

As soor as ghe could she found an avartment 1n the Bvonx and

he seemed to perk up considerably.

"According to Mrs. Oswald; she rever had any di flCULty
sith Lee in Fort Yorik and she disclaimed any knculedge of v
his truanting there. She said he had always bien a very - ..°I .~
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"quiet boy, as was John and sie felt thay vere like her,
vhile kobert was like their father. ELven vhen Lee was
little, he never mixed freely with other cl:ildrer and
she wanted it this vay because she had alwvays been a’ wo*k*ng
woman vho didn't want to have to worry cbout his vandering -
off or as»oc1at1nﬂ with otxer_ch*ldren. She instructed him
to stzy in the vard and he always did so. If other bovs
came to play with him_that was all right, although vhen

other boys did approach hir to 01ay, lie usuzlly rreferred
to be ty himself, She thought thls vag in his pature and
that one couldn't chanre a person s nature. She didn't
see anything strange about his seclusiveness and said she
was nct a gregarious person herself and she had never
felt the nced to make friends. :

"Questioning revealed that Mrs, Cswald had lost her husband
wvhen she was seven nonths pregnant with Lee, lin died
suddenly one rorning of a heart attack_and in a burst of
confiderce she confided that since thed, she has not

spoxen to his family, He died 2t 6 A.N, and she wanted

him buried the same day because her thou:lit was for herself
and the child she was carrying and she didn't think she
could do her husband any good by an elaborate funeral or .

- a wake, His family was horrified and said they never saw

anything as cold as this., They have avoided her since .

anrd she had to rely on nelghbor s help when Lee wvas born. -

She just1f1cd ‘herself at great iength as not colo but o
fsensible,’! o ‘ , - L ET T s S

"When it was offered that it must have been difficult for - -~
Ler to be both parents as well as the breadwinner, proudly- - .°
she said she had never found it so, She felt she was a -~ -
very independent, sclf-reliant person, who never neecded -
help from anyone, and who pulled hLerself un by her owm
bootstraps. Her mother died when she was only two, and

her father raised six children with the help of house-

keepers in a verv poor section of New Orleans of mixed .
racial groups. She elways had 'high-falutin' ideas and -

o

managed to rake something of herself, .
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"After her husband died, Mrs. Oswald stayed at
home for two years, taking care of the children and living
on the insurance her husband left. When this ran out, she
placed the two older boys in a Lutheran Home and moved in-
with her sister who took care of lLee while she worked. At
one point, Mrs. 0Oswald moved out and took a furnished room
because she felt she had to have a free mind to work, and -
couldn't be bothered with a child. When her sister began to
complain, however, since she had a houseful of children of
her own, Mrs. Oswald placed lLee in the Luthern Home for
three or four months_too_and the brought all the children
home again. .

"After she reconstituted the family she left the
boys pretty much to their own devices since she was working
all kinds of hours and did not get home until late at night.
All ‘the boys were extremely quiet, rather withdrawn children
who made little demands on her and played by themselves. Of
this she was very proud. Lee had a completely uneventful
development except for the mastoid operaution when he was
five, but he was a very stoical child who never complained
of pain. Mrs. Oswald bathed all the children herself
until they were all 11 or 12, when, she sald in an embarrassed
_manner, they got a 1ittle too 014 for 'me to look at!'.

. "Her feeling was that New York City laws were in
a large measure responsible for lee's continued truancy '
and that if they had left things to her to handle, she could -
have managed him. John also had been a truant and she let

him go out to work until he deciddeéd that he wanted to gorpflﬁimf-“

back to school. At first she had not been aware that Lee

was truanting, since he dressed .and left every morning,

but when she found out, she talked to him and made several
visits to the school, but got nowhere. She warned him that

he could be put away, but Lee didn't believe her. She thought
the biggest mistake was the way the Bureau of Attendance -
approached the boy, and said they were making a 'criminal :
out of him', She wanted to be able to raiser her own child
the way she saw fit. She agreed that if truancy were carried
to a certain extent it could be a problem. She would not
agree that lee's seclusiveness was a problem, although she

 finally admitted that there was something not quite right . - =
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about the fact that he was entirely alone. She wouldn't be =~ 7.
worried if he saw boys in school during the day and then L
wanted to be alone, but if he was alone all day and half -
the night 1t didn't look so good. §She listened attentively
to the possible alternatives the court might order to solve
the problem, but she was angry at the idea of probation_
saying that this wasn't a freal chance'. She also felt that
involvement with a soclial worker was 'talking to a stranger!
and she didn't think this was a 'real chance' either. She
thought that he ought to have a chance to see 1f he could o
go to school without any probation officer or social worker - .= ..
to interfere and then, i1f he played hookey for even one L
day, he ought to be put away in a home. Her plan seemed g
to be more of an expression of her need to assert her own
volition against authority than any understanding of lLee.

She didn't seem to see him as a person at all, but as an

extension of herself.

"Lee Oswald 1s a seriously withdrawn, detached
and emotionally 1isolated boy of 13, who is at Youth House
for the first time on a charge of truancy, Iee came here
from Ft. Viorth, Texas_with his mother about six months
ago_and he has been unable to make an adjustment in New
-York. The root of his difficulties_which produced warning
signals before he ever came here, seems to lie in his relation--
ship with his mother. lee feels that while she always cared . ‘
for his material needs she was never really involved with - . - - |
him and didn't care very much what happened to him. There - . .
was no one in his family who could meet his needs for 1ove»$ﬁff§**ih
and interest since his father died of a heart attack two » . trmm =
months before he was born and two older brothers now 21 and . ...
18 were involved with their own friends and actiVities and . .. -
repulsed his advances. lLee became a seclusive child who .. - ... . -
was throvn upon himself and 'his own resources and he never
made friends with other children. His mother who worked .
and who, when he was an infant, demonstrated her need to - . -
shift responsibility for him by.leaving him with her sister
and then placing him for awhile in a Home, appears to be a
rigid, self-involved woman with strong ideas_and she has
little understanding of this boy's behavior nor of the oI o
- protective shell he has drawn around himself in his effort - .~ . .. 3
to avoid contact with people which may result in hurt:for - .- . i
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him., It is poscsible that her own negative attitude about
casevwork help and probaticn officers may communicate itself

. to Lee,interfering vith his chances for help. On thé other

hand there would be little accomplished by placing him in the - ..
impersonal setting afforded by an institution without seeing, -
first, if he can be reached in therapy, Despite his with-
drawal, he gives the impression that he is not so difficult

to reach as he appears_and patient, prolonged effort in a e
sustained relationship with one therapist might bring results.
There are indications that he has suffered serious person- .

allty damage_but if he can receive -help quickly this might Sl
be repaired to some extent."
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The file contained a Youth House Psychlatrlst' -
Report of RENATUS HAPTOGS, if{.D., Ph. D., Senlor Psychlatrzst,
dated 5/7/53, Bronx County, New fork, concerning an
examination on May 1, 1953, of LEE HARVEY OSWALD, age 13,
Case No, 26996. This report stated as follous:

"This 13 year o0ld, well built, well nourished
boy was remanded to Youth House for the first time
on charge of truancy from school and of being be-
yond the control of his mother as far as school
attendance is conccrned. This is his first contact
with the law,-

"He is tense, w1thdrawn and evasive boy who
dislikes intensely talking about himself and his
feellnbs.- He likes the give the 1apressxon that
he doesn't care about others and rather likes to
keep to hlmself so that he is not bethered and does
not have to mzke the effort of communicatini. It
was difficult to pecnetrate the eaotional wall be- .
hind which this boy hides _and he proviijec us with
sufficient clues, vcermitting us to seu intense
anxiety, shyness, feelzngs of awkarduess and in-
sacurity as the main reasons for his withdrawal

"tendencies and solitary hahbits. Lee told us: 'I
don't want a friand and I don't like to talk to
people.! He descriles hims21f as stubvorn and L
according to his own sayiny likes to say 'mo,' - = .. oo
Strongly resistive and negativistic features were - Tl
thus noticed_but psychotic mental content was S
denied and no indication of psychotlc mental changes
was arrived at, C

e

"Lee is a youngster with superior mental endowal' s
ment functioning presently on thz bright normal S
range of mental efficiency. His abstract thinking
capacity and his vocabulary are well developed. No
retardation in schcol subjects® could be found in .
spite of his truancy from school. Lee limits his
- interests to reading magazines and looking at the .

- television all day long. He dislikes to play with .
others or to facz the learnxng 81tuatzon in school, .
On the other hand he claims that he is 'very poor' R
in all school subjects and would need remedial = . 7 -
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