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F
our days after that m

eeting betw
een A

ttw
ood and D

aniel, I 
gave C

uba's m
ain address in the G

eneral A
ssem

bly. It w
as the 

first G
eneral A

ssem
bly after the crisis, and 10 m

onths had passed 
sin

ce th
e m

essag
es h

ad
 b

een
 sen

t to
 th

e S
ecu

rity
 C

o
u
n
cil 

co
n

clu
d

in
g

 th
e n

eg
o

tiatio
n

s. I rev
iew

ed
 all th

e item
s o

n
 th

e 
agenda and said that the C

uban delegation w
ould have liked to 

jo
in

 in
 th

e p
rev

ailin
g

 o
p

tim
ism

 co
n

cern
in

g
 th

e in
tern

atio
n

al 
situation, but that the realities w

ith w
hich C

uba w
as confronted 

d
id

n
't allo

w
 u

s to
 d

o
 so

. T
h

e atm
o

sp
h

ere o
f in

trig
u

es an
d

 
conspiracies w

hich pervaded the C
aribbean, as in the previous 

year, led us to a different view
point —

 the result of tangible facts 
an

d
 lam

en
tab

le circu
m

stan
ces th

at ad
v

ersely
 affected

 C
u

b
a's 

independence and sovereignty, for C
uba w

as still the victim
 of 

co
v

ert in
terv

en
tio

n
 in

 its in
tern

al affairs an
d

 o
f attack

s b
y

 th
e 

U
nited S

tates. 

I then read the long list of attacks that had been m
ade against 

C
uba during the year and set forth C

uba's position on the T
reaty 

of M
oscow

 —
 the one on the partial banning of nuclear testing. I 

should note here that the S
oviet governm

ent w
anted C

uba to sign 
it, an

d
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se ex

h
o

rted
 th

e S
o

v
iet d

ip
lo

m
ats to

 
co

n
v
in

ce H
av

an
a to

 sig
n
. In

 an
 in

terv
iew

 G
ro

m
y
k
o
 h

ad
 w

ith
 

K
ennedy five days after m

y address in the G
eneral A

ssem
bly, the 

P
resid

en
t to

ld
 h

im
 th

at h
is g

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
o
u
ld

 w
elco

m
e th

e 
C

ubans signing the T
reaty; the S

oviet M
inister replied that C

uba 
had already stated its position in the U

nited N
ations. 

W
hy didn't C

uba sign that pact? T
hese w

ere the reasons I 
gave on behalf of the revolutionary governm

ent: 

• 
C

uba couldn't sign it because one of the signing pow
ers had 

created a state of undeclared w
ar against our country. D

uring 
the M

issile C
risis, the C

uban governm
ent had w

arned that 
th

ere w
o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 real p

eace fo
r its p

eo
p
le as lo

n
g
 as th

e 
governm

ent of the U
nited S

tates persisted in grossly violating 
the C

uban people's m
ost basic rights. 

• 
T

he U
.S

. governm
ent m

aintained the econom
ic blockade and 

w
as co

n
tin

u
in

g
 to

 tak
e m

easu
res all o

v
er th

e w
o

rld
 to

 
com

m
ercially and econom

ically harass our country; it w
as 
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continuing its subversive activities of dropping and landing 
w

eapons and explosives by air and sea and of infiltrating spies 
an

d
 sab

o
teu

rs; it w
as still sy

stem
atically

 v
io

latin
g
 C

u
b
a's 

airsp
ace an

d
 territo

rial w
aters; an

d
 it m

ain
tain

ed
 th

e 
G

uantanam
o N

aval B
ase, in defiance of our sovereignty. 

• 
C

uba w
ouldn't sign the T

reaty as long as the governm
ent of 

the U
nited S

tates continued those activities, even though its 
refusal to sign w

ouldn't, of course, affect the practical‘ results 
of the T

reaty. C
uba w

as not a nuclear pow
er and lacked the 

reso
u
rces to

 b
eco

m
e o

n
e, b

u
t it w

as d
u
ty

-b
o
u
n
d
 to

 tak
e a 

m
o
ral stan

d
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s b

ased
 o

n
 th

e in
v
io

lab
le 

principles of its international policy. 

W
hen I finished speaking, A

m
bassador S

tevenson replied to the 
charges I had m

ade against his governm
ent. H

e said he had hoped 
th

at th
e G

en
eral A

ssem
b
ly

 h
ad

 b
een

 freed
 o

f w
h
at h

e called
 

im
m

oderate C
old W

ar rhetoric. H
e pointed out that one speaker 

a
fte

r a
n
o
th

e
r h

a
d
 w

e
lc

o
m

e
d
 th

e
 n

e
w

 w
a
y
 o

f life
 o

n
 th

e
 

international scene but that the speech by "the gentlem
an from

 
C

u
b
a" h

ad
 b

een
 an

 ex
cep

tio
n
. H

e sp
o
k
e o

f C
u
b
a's su

p
p
o
sed

 
su

b
v

ersiv
e actio

n
s in

 L
atin

 A
m

erica an
d

 said
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates denounced the use of its ow
n territory for acts of violence 

ag
ain

st C
u
b
a. (Y

et, w
h
en

 A
ttw

o
o
d
 h

ad
 p

ro
p
o
sed

 th
e m

eetin
g
 

w
ith m

e, S
tevenson him

self had com
m

ented that, unfortunately, 
the C

IA
 w

as still in charge of everything to do w
ith C

uba.) 
C

uriously, it w
as W

illiam
 A

ttw
ood w

ho w
rote S

tevenson's 
speech, but the incident didn't affect the contacts that had been 

established. 155  
O

n
 O

cto
b
er 2

1
, G

o
rd

o
n
 C

h
ase, th

e co
n
tact in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se, called

 A
ttw

o
o
d
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 to
 ask

 if h
is effo

rts h
ad

 
b

o
rn

e an
y

 fru
it. A

ttw
o

o
d

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at h

e h
ad

n
't y

et receiv
ed

 
any reaction from

 H
avana. O

n O
ctober 28, I m

et again w
ith the 

U
.S

. d
ip

lo
m

at in
 th

e U
N

 D
eleg

ates L
o

u
n

g
e an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 th

at 
H

avana w
as considering his proposal, but that it w

asn't going to 
b

e p
o

ssib
le fo

r a h
ig

h
-ran

k
in

g
 fu

n
ctio

n
ary

 o
f th

e C
u

b
an
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governm
ent to go to the U

nited S
tates, even though som

ebody 
fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 —

 p
o
ssib

ly
 A

ttw
o
o
d
 h

im
self —

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

w
elcom

e in our country. 
A

s A
ttw

ood stated in his m
em

oirs, W
ashington w

as giving 
m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re atten

tio
n
 to

 talk
s w

ith
 C

u
b
a. A

ttw
o
o
d
 k

ep
t 

S
tevenson and C

hase inform
ed of all his contacts and w

as called 
to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se o

n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 4 to

 talk
 w

ith
 B

u
n

d
y

, w
h

o
 

to
ld

 h
im

 th
at th

e P
resid

en
t w

as m
o

re in
terested

 in
 th

e m
atter 

th
a
n
 th

e
 S

ta
te

 D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t a

n
d
 a

sk
e
d
 h

im
 to

 w
rite

 a
 

m
em

orandum
 describing, in chronological order, the contacts he 

had had, starting w
ith his first conversation w

ith L
isa H

ow
ard. 

L
ater, on N

ovem
ber 12, B

undy called N
ew

 Y
ork rem

inding him
 

that the P
resident w

as in favor of a prelim
inary discussion of the 

agenda for any m
eeting that m

ight be arranged betw
een an envoy 

of his and one of F
idel C

astro's, either in C
uba or in the U

nited 
N

ations. 
W

ithout m
y know

ledge, it seem
s that L

isa H
ow

ard —
 w

ho 
h
ad

 m
et C

o
m

m
an

d
er R

en
e V

allejo
, aid

e to
 P

rim
e M

in
ister 

C
astro, w

hen she had been in C
uba —

 contacted him
 and asked 

him
 to take a call from

 A
m

bassador A
ttw

ood. In his m
em

oirs, 
A

ttw
ood said that he spoke w

ith V
allejo on N

ovem
ber 18 and 

th
at V

allejo
 to

ld
 h

im
 th

at th
e P

rim
e M

in
ister' w

o
u

ld
 sen

d
 m

e 
instructions for discussing the agenda w

ith him
 in N

ew
 Y

ork. 
A

ttw
ood inform

ed B
undy of that conversation, and B

undy told 
him

 that as soon as the agenda w
as agreed upon K

ennedy him
self 

w
ould speak w

ith him
 to decide w

hat he should tell C
astro. H

e 
added that K

ennedy w
as m

aking a brief trip to D
allas but w

ould 
be back in W

ashington soon. 
A

 few
 days before that trip to T

exas, the F
rench journalist 

D
aniel m

et w
ith K

ennedy at the W
hite H

ouse. D
aniel has w

ritten 
that he began the interview

 by asking the P
resident if the ideas 

contained in his statem
ents w

hen he w
as a senator supporting the 

A
lgerian revolution had been faithfully applied in S

aigon and in 
H

avana.156  T
h

e P
resid

en
t said

 th
at h

e d
id

n
't h

av
e tim

e to
 talk

 
ab

o
u

t S
aig

o
n

, b
u

t th
at h

e w
an

ted
 to

 talk
 ab

o
u

t C
u

b
a an

d
 

156 N
ational G

uardian, D
ecem

ber 19, 1963. 
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co
n
tin

u
e th

e d
iscu

ssio
n
 w

h
en

 D
an

iel retu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 C

u
b
a. 

K
ennedy com

m
ented that the E

uropean press accused the U
nited 

S
tates of being blind to the real situation in C

uba, but said that he 
w

as perfectly aw
are of w

hat w
as going on there. H

e criticized 
U

.S
. policy at the tim

e of the B
atista dictatorship anhad 

d added that 

th
e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 w
a
s n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r a

 C
u

b
a
n

 o
n

e
 b

u
tb

e
c
o

m
e
 

international —
 that is, a S

oviet problem
. 

D
aniel w

ent to C
uba in N

ovem
ber. In January 1992, in the 

m
eeting held in H

avana, F
idel C

astro revealed that he spoke w
ith 

D
aniel, w

ho told him
 he had been very favorably im

pressed by 
K

ennedy and that he brought a m
essage from

 him
. T

he talk w
ith 

the P
rim

e M
inister took place at V

aradero B
each. 

It w
asn't a m

essage in the form
al sense of the w

ord. R
ather, 

K
en

n
ed

y
 to

ld
 h

im
 h

e w
an

ted
 h

im
 to

 co
m

e to
 C

u
b

a. H
e 

talk
ed

 ex
ten

siv
ely

 ab
o
u
t th

e crisis, ab
o
u
t th

e en
o
rm

o
u
s 

dangers that w
ar w

ould break out, the consequences of such 
a w

ar and the fact that he w
anted D

aniel to talk w
ith m

e and 
an

aly
ze th

e m
atter, an

d
 h

e ask
ed

 h
im

 to
 ask

 m
e if I w

as 
aw

are of just how
 great the danger had been. T

he essence of 
the m

essage w
as that D

aniel should talk w
ith m

e at length 
about all these things and then go back to the U

nited S
tates 

and report to him
 about our talk. T

herefore, the journalist 
interpreted it as a gesture, as a w

ish to establish contact, a 
w

ish
 to

 ex
p
lo

re w
h
at w

e th
o
u
g
h
t ab

o
u
t all th

is an
 alo

 to
 

establish com
m

unication. H
e told him

 to com
e her d

 s
 

e, talk
, 

analyze this problem
 and go back. T

hat w
as the essence. 

T
he journalist barely finished telling m

e everything he 
had to say. It w

as very early —
 I think it w

as 11:00, D
allas 

tim
e. It w

asn't even m
idday; w

e w
ere going to have lunch, 

and, w
hile w

e w
ere talking, m

aking those assessm
ents, the 

new
s cam

e over the radio that K
ennedy had been seriously 

w
ounded in an assassination attem

pt. 
I interpreted D

aniel's visit as a gesture to try to establish 

c om
m

unication, a bridge, a contact, because K
ennedy had so 

m
u
ch

 au
th

o
rity

 in
sid

eh
is co

u
n
try

 after th
e crisis th

at h
eI  

could do things he m
ight not have been able to do before.  
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think he had the courage to do it —
 it took courage to defy 

established ideas on all those things. 

L
ater on, F

idel C
astro com

m
ented: 

L
ook at the paradox, the contradictions and coincidences: on 

th
e sam

e d
ay

 an
d
 at th

e sam
e h

o
u
r th

at Jean
 D

an
iel w

as 
giving m

e K
ennedy's m

essage, an agent of the U
nited S

tates 
w

as h
an

d
in

g
 o

v
er a fo

u
n
tain

 p
en

 w
ith

 a p
o

iso
n

 d
art to

 b
e 

used in an assassination attem
pt against m

e. L
ook how

 m
any 

p
arad

o
x

es an
d

 h
o

w
 m

an
y

 crazy
 th

in
g

s th
ere are in

 th
e 

w
orld! 

F
id

el C
astro

 w
as referrin

g
 to

 D
esm

o
n
d
 F

itzG
erald

, a h
ig

h
-

ran
k

in
g

 C
IA

 o
fficer w

h
o

 h
ad

 rep
laced

 th
e rid

icu
lo

u
s W

illiam
 

H
arvey as head of the C

IA
's center of subversion in M

iam
i, and 

w
h

o
 g

av
e th

e leth
al p

en
 to

 R
o

lan
d

o
 C

u
b

ela, a C
u

b
an

 co
u

n
ter- 

revolutionary know
n as agent A

M
/L

A
S

H
, w

hom
 the C

IA
 w

as 
paying to com

m
it the crim

e. 

A
fter K

en
n

ed
y

's d
eath

, V
ice-P

resid
en

t L
y

n
d

o
n

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 

m
o
v
ed

 in
to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. O

n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 2

9
, L

isa H
o
w

ard
 

sent m
e a m

essage from
 A

ttw
ood saying that the efforts hadn't 

b
een

 called
 o

ff y
et, th

at n
o
b
o
d
y
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

ad
 

instructed him
 to break off the contacts. I spoke w

ith A
ttw

ood 
on D

ecem
ber 2, and he repeated w

hat the journalist had told m
e. 

G
o
rd

o
n
 C

h
ase to

ld
 A

ttw
o
o
d
 th

at h
e sh

o
u
ld

 b
e p

atien
t, as all 

policies w
ere being review

ed. O
n returning to the U

nited S
tates 

from
 C

uba, D
aniel saw

 B
undy and told him

 about his talk w
ith 

F
idel C

astro. O
n D

ecem
ber 12, A

ttw
ood called m

e to say that 
W

ashington hadn't m
ade a decision yet. T

hat w
as the last tim

e I 
spoke w

ith him
 until som

e years later w
hen w

e m
et in H

avana, 
w

here he had com
e w

ith his w
ife on an unofficial visit. 

In his m
em

oirs, A
ttw

ood said that w
hen the new

 P
resident 

w
ent to N

ew
 Y

ork to address the G
eneral A

ssem
bly he had lunch 

157  F
idel C

astro, T
ripartite C

onference, fifth session, January 11, 1992, 
13-15. T

ranslated from
 Spanish. 
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w
ith the m

em
bers of the U

.S
. delegation to the U

nited N
ations. 

H
e to

o
k
 th

e o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 tell A

ttw
o
o
d
 th

at h
e h

ad
 read

 w
ith

 
interest his m

em
o on the efforts w

ith C
uba, but he didn't m

ake 
an

y
 o

th
er co

m
m

en
t. In

 Jan
u

ary
, Jo

h
n

so
n

 n
am

ed
 A

ttw
o

o
d

 as 
am

b
assad

o
r to

 K
en

y
a. W

h
ile A

ttw
o
o
d
 w

as in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

preparing for his trip, C
hase told him

 that the P
resident's team

 of 
ad

v
isers d

id
n
't seem

 to
 b

e in
terested

 in
 d

o
in

g
 an

y
th

in
g
 w

ith
 

regard to C
uba in an election year. 

H
e should have added that the governm

ent didn't w
ant to do 

anything positive in line w
ith international law

, because Johnson 
im

m
ediately arranged for another country to join the econom

ic 
blockade against C

uba. O
n D

ecem
ber 24, Johnson w

ent to T
exas 

to
 sp

en
d

 th
e C

h
ristm

as h
o

lid
ay

s o
n

 h
is ran

ch
, an

d
 L

u
d

w
ig

 
E

rhard, the new
 C

hancellor of the F
ederal R

epublic of G
erm

any, 
v
isited

 h
im

 th
ere o

n
 th

e 2
8
th

 an
d
 2

9
th

. T
h
ey

 h
u
n
ted

 d
eer. 

Johnson sold him
 a lot of m

ilitary equipm
ent in "paym

ent" for 
having six divisions of the U

.S
. A

rm
y in G

erm
any and w

ound up 
his negotiations w

ith the G
erm

an C
hancellor by asking him

 to 
jo

in
 th

e eco
n

o
m

ic b
lo

ck
ad

e ag
ain

st C
u

b
a. T

h
e C

h
an

cello
r 

ag
reed

: 58  
T

h
e m

y
stery

 su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 K

en
n

ed
y

's assassin
atio

n
 still 

rem
ains. M

any clues indicate a conspiracy to elim
inate him

 before 
he could be reelected, and w

ell-founded speculation has it that the 
crim

e w
as m

oved forw
ard because, as I have reported, he sought a 

rap
p
ro

ch
em

en
t w

ith
 th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f C

u
b
a, 

w
hich m

ight have resulted in a norm
alization of relations and the 

end of the U
.S

. policy of aggression. T
hat m

ay have tipped the 
scales in

 th
e d

ecisio
n

 to
 assassin

ate h
im

. H
isto

rian
 A

rth
u

r 
S

ch
lesin

g
er, a co

llab
o

rato
r o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se, 
th

in
k
s th

at th
e P

resid
en

t's g
estu

re o
f p

eace w
ith

 C
u
b
a w

as a 
factor in the death sentence that w

as decreed against him
, and he 

refers to
 th

is in
 o

n
e o

f h
is b

o
o
k
s. A

ttw
o
o
d
, to

o
, cam

e to
 th

at 
conclusion. T

hree of the elem
ents that are invariably m

entioned 
as instrum

ents in the assassination —
 the C

IA
, the M

afia and the 

158 R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak, Lyndon B

. Johnson: The exercise of 

pow
er (N

ew
. Y

ork: T
he N

ew
 A

m
erican L

ibrary, 1966), 389. 
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In
 th

e
 e

y
e
 o

f th
e
 s

to
rm

 

C
uban counterrevolutionaries at the service of the C

IA
 —

 w
ere 

dead set against the norm
alization of relations w

ith C
uba. T

hose 
three elem

ents had already given abundant proof of their lack of 
scru

p
les fo

r u
n
d
ertak

in
g
 an

 actio
n
 o

f th
at k

in
d
 an

d
 w

ere 
irrevocably com

m
itted to the plans to destroy the revolution and 

to assassinate C
uban leaders. 

A
s S

chlesinger described it, "T
hough the A

ttw
ood plan w

as 
closely held, it seem

s inconceivable that the C
IA

 knew
 nothing 

about it. A
m

erican intelligence had C
uban U

N
 diplom

ats under 
incessant surveillance. It follow

ed their m
ovem

ents, tapped their 
telep

h
o
n
e calls, read

 th
eir letters, in

tercep
ted

 th
eir cab

les. 
S

u
sp

ectin
g

, as it m
u

st h
av

e, th
at A

ttw
o

o
d

 an
d

 L
ech

u
g

a w
ere 

doing som
ething m

ore than exchanging daiquiri recipes, the C
IA

, 
in pursuing the A

M
/L

A
S

H
 operation, m

ust be convicted either 
of abysm

al incom
petence, w

hich is by no m
eans to be excluded, 

o
r else o

f a stu
d
ied

 attem
p
t to

 w
reck

 K
en

n
ed

y
's search

 fo
r 

norm
alization."159  R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
, th

e m
u
rd

ered
 P

resid
en

t's 
b
ro

th
er, su

sp
ected

 th
e C

IA
 o

f h
av

in
g
 h

ad
 a h

an
d
 in

 th
e 

assassin
atio

n
. W

h
en

 Jim
 G

arriso
n
, D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 o
f N

ew
 

O
rlean

s, b
eg

an
 m

ak
in

g
 sen

satio
n

al accu
satio

n
s ab

o
u

t a 
conspiracy, S

chlesinger asked R
obert K

ennedy w
hat he thought 

of those accusations, and K
ennedy replied, "G

arrison m
ight be 

o
n

to
 so

m
eth

in
g

. '060 
N

B
C

 telev
isio

n
 sen

t jo
u

rn
alist W

alter 
S

heridan to N
ew

 O
rleans to investigate G

arrison's accusations 
against the C

IA
, and R

obert K
ennedy talked w

ith him
 and told 

h
im

 th
at h

e h
ad

 ask
ed

 C
IA

 D
irecto

r Jo
h
n
 M

cC
o
n
e if th

e C
IA

 
had killed his brother. "A

t the tim
e I asked M

cC
o
n
e. . . if th

ey
 

had killed m
y brother, and I asked him

 in a w
ay that he couldn't 

lie to
 m

e, an
d
 th

ey
 h

ad
n
't. ”161 

B
ut suspicions rem

ained of the 
C

IA
's involvem

ent. 
In the m

em
oirs he published in 1987, A

ttw
ood also said that 

the C
IA

 m
ust have found out about the efforts he w

as m
aking 

and that later on inform
ation w

as fed to the frustrated veterans of 

159 Schlesinger, R
obert K

ennedy, 601. 

161 Schlesinger, R
obert K

ennedy, 665.  
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the B
ay of P

igs invasion, w
ho hadn't lost hope of carrying out 

an
o
th

er attack
 p

ro
tected

 b
y
 th

e C
IA

. K
en

n
ed

y
's feelers fo

r 
n
o
rm

alizin
g
 relatio

n
s w

ith
 C

u
b
a en

d
ed

 all th
eir 

illusions. 162  
M

oreover, the M
afia had lost its gam

bling casinos, drug business 
and brothels w

hen the revolution trium
phed in C

uba, so the C
IA

 
h

ad
 u

sed
 it in

 th
e n

u
m

ero
u

s attem
p

ts to
 k

ill F
id

el C
astro

. 
T

herefore, the M
afia, too, had a stake in preventing an agreem

ent 
betw

een the tw
o countries. 

M
ore than 30 years have passed since the assassination in 

D
allas, and there is just as m

uch speculation now
 ,as on the first 

d
ay

. T
h
u
s, th

e u
n
fo

reseen
 co

n
seq

u
en

ces o
f th

e M
issile C

risis 
claim

ed the life of the P
resident of the U

nited S
tates. 

162  A
ttw

ood, The tw
ilight struggle, 264. 

160 Schlesinger, R
obert K

ennedy, 665. 


