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Mx, James H. Lssar
Attorney at lLaw

1231 Fourth Street, 5. ¥W.
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lesar:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your xegquest for
a copy of & letter dated April 3, 1965 to the Attorney
General from then Chief Justice Earl Warren, concerning
availability to the public of materials stemming from the
work of the President's Comlission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy. We have this date reguested
initiation of the pacessary search of our files for the
letter to which youn refer. We will promptly advise you if
circumstances preclude acccmplishment of our response to
your request within 20 working days of cur receipt thercof
on August 8, 1574,

Sincerely,

HERRY E. PRTERSEN
Asgistant Attorney General
V/// Criminal Division
Records - )

Gen, Crimes Sec.
Mr, Robinson (2) By: )
MY ' ‘- CARL W. BELCHER
Recerds— Oeta Chief, General Crimes Section
.S\fr;’tem Seclien :
Pt RO\Qe:N\' et n
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1
shirley O. Chatfield AUE 22 w7,
aActing Chief, Records and Data
Systems 3Section CWB:JRR:mac

OZfice of Management and Finance
Carl W. Belchexr, cChief

Ganeral Crimes Section

Criminal Division

Recuaest for Document Search

In order to act upon a request for public
release of a copy of a letter dated April 3, 19635 to the
Attorney General from then Chief Justice Earl Warren,
concerning availability to the public of materials
stemming from the work of the President's Commission on
the Assassination of President Kennedy, we need copies of
that letter for review. Please conduct the necessary
search and furnish us a certified copy thereof. Unless
mininal, also please advise us of the cost of retrieving
this document so we may obtain reimbursement as provided.
in 28 C.F.R. 16.9.

RecordsL/’// -

Gen. Crimes Sec.
Mr., Robinson (2)
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Robert Yahn, Acting Ch., Record & Data
Systems Section advised that search could X
probably be completed in time. Gist of
letter, already in the public domain, is
that public access to Commission materials
be as free as possible, consistent with
existing policies on release, e.g., pro-
tection of informants. Accordingly, when
found, review and decision as to release
should take little time. I see no reason
now to respond to Lesar's garbage about DJ
suppression, etc. As attorney for Weisberg
he will persist and at some suitable time if
necessary we can note that he should not in-
fer from our policy of denying access to FBI
files (recently upheld in Lesar's suit

FROM: NAME BUILDING & ROOM EXT. DATE
Mr. James R. Robinson| ./ 8/22
DOJ-
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JAMES H. LESAR
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

e s =05 i )
Tsx.zpﬁm?@'ofz‘)- 484-6023_ K August & 1974
'\I
Mr. Henry E. Petersen, Esq. .
Assistant Attorney General o
Department of Justice e

Washington, D. C. 20530
Dear Mr. Petersen:

In response to your letter of June 14, I request that you con-
duct a search, to the extent it is needed, for the April 3, 1965,
letter which former Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote to the Attorney
General concerning the public availability of Warren Commission
files.

I will, of course, pay whatever fees are required by law.

However, I call your attention to 28 C.F.R. §16.9(a), which
authorizes you, in conformity with 31 U.S.C. §483a, to determine that
"such charges or a portion thereof are not in the public interest.™
I request that in this case you do make that determination.

As you are no doubt aware, serious charges have been made that
the Department of Justice is suppressing important information per-
taining to the assassination of President Kennedy. Disclosure of
the April 3, 1965, letter of former Chief Justice Earl Warren
should shed additional light on who is responsible for this policy of
suppression. Because this makes the letter's release a matter of
paramount benefit to the public, any costs validly incurred in search-
ing for it should be waived.

My own view 1is that you are trying to delay and avoid the release
of Warren's letter because you know that its text is opposed to the
policy of suppression which the Department of Justice is carrying out.
If my view is wrong, then the release of this letter serves not only
the public interest, but your own interest as well. If my view is
wrong, I am sure I can anticipate the letter's speedy and inexpensive
release.

Sincerely yours,

e - Jim Lesar
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General Edwin A. Walker
4011 Turtle Creek Boulevard
Dallas, Texas 75219

Dear General Walker:

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning a Bullet
allegedly fired at you by Lee Harvey Oswald has been referred to me.

The bullet in question is housed at the National Archives
in Washington, D. C. It is the property of the United States
Government. Then Attorney General Ramsey Clark issued an order on
October 31, 1966, vesting ownership of the bullet, among other things,
in the United States. That order was published in the Federal
Register, Vol. 31, No. 212, page 13968, on November 1, 1966. The
Attorney General's authority to issue such orders is derived from
{gsgtat. 1185 also known as Public Law 89-319, enacted on November 2,

QQLL’ I hope this information will be of assisg&ance to you.

&) Sincerely,

RONALD L. GAINER

Chief, Legislation and Special
Projects Section
Criminal Division

Files,
Stebbins

[35:2



) ' EDWIN A. WALKER .

4011 TURTLE CREEK BLVD.

DALLAS, TEXAS 75219
July 3, 1574

U3 Lttorney Gensral

Derz. PT Justics

i;':is’lo Doco - - -
Dear Sir:

a0 ,\3_ L ‘ :-“,_;v\i

I here by request that the bullet that was fired at me by L.
He Oswald -~ according to the W s be returned to me, I would think
by now your interst in it and desire to protect it would have
dinminsished.

In the interest of evidence--law,1t and other related items
will be needed for a complete lab analysis of the two window frames
and the copper weather strip that the bullet passed through which
no law enforce ment agency has shown any interest in.

) The value of the bullet and the copper stip can only be deterr
-manddin thelr relationsship in evidence, as evidence,

An expeditlous reply will be appreciated,

Sincerely
/// - /'H .7// a
RECEIVED 7844 74 o l/tL__,
r<'>”\-" bV e Bdwin A, Walker
. STE I
AR AL N
'\..;;.;.;_ {s." )
fR T
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Mr. J. Lee Rankin PN i e
NG

General Counsel

The President’'s Commission
Room 40]

Veterans of Foreign Wars Building
200 Maryland Avenue, N, E. .
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mzr. Rankin:

I am enclosing two letters which 1 believe
will be of interest to you, One is from Mr. Paul C,
Aebersold, Director, Division of [sotopes Development,
Atomic Energy Commission, and the other is from
Mr. John T. McNaughton, General Counsel of the Depart- |
ment of Defense. B

Sincerely yours,

r
‘ g _
;; \//-,\,// Lo W !
P N ﬁ’; \ i !
i ‘\ ; ‘ \ \.\ / AA \./"__,—-\4__;
{ \ \

Hetbert j. Miller,\Jr.

Assistant Attornsey Ceheral
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N, 1082 EDITION -
GSA FPMR (it CFR) 101411.8 .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Mr., Hugh M. Durham
TO ‘Chief, Legislative & Legal Section DATE: May 24, 1973

Qffice of Legislative Affairs
6§§§OM :Acting Director, FBI

SUBJECT:INVESTIGATION OF THE SHOOTINGS OF
PRESIDENT KENNEDY, SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY,
GOVERNOR WALLACE, AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;
INQUIRY OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
JAMES D. "MIKE" MC KEVITT

This is to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum
dated May 18, 1973, enclosing a letter from Senator Cotton
to Mr. McKevitt and its enclosures together with a copy
of Mr. McKevitt's reply to Senator Cotton. These enclosures
are returned herewith.

In accordance with your regquest, there is set
forth below a recommended reply to Senator Norris Cotton

response to his inguiry on the part of a constituent
7 M - -
to a possible conspiracy 1n the shootings o resident

Kennedy, Senator Robert Kennedy, Governor Wallace, and
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Relating to the shootings of President Kennedy,
Senator Robert Kennedy, Governor Wallace, and Martin Luther
King, Jr., for your information the Federal Bureau of
Investigation conducted thorough and extensive investi-
gations of these shootings. Their investigations developed
no information indicating the respective assailants acted
in conspiracy with any other person.

Enclosures - 4

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

/ 56/
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Mr. James B. Rhoads

Archivist of the United States
General Services Administration
Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Mr. Rhoads:

1972 that the Department of Justice undertake a review of
certain documents in the Numbered and Unmmbered Document
Files of the President’'s Commission on the Assassination
of President Kemmedy for purposes of public release and
declassification, and will confirm information conveyed by
phone to Mr. Marion Johnson of your staff.

J%{ This letter is in response to your request of May 15,

The Federal Buresu of Investigation has undertaken a
review of these documents and recommends that the umnum-
bered documents continue to be withheld from public scrutiny.
It also recommends that those numbered documents bearing = =
security classifications not be downgraded or declassified
and continue to be withheld under Guideline 2. ' X

Sincerely,

_ v Leon Ulman
Deputy Assistant Attorney General i
Office of Legal Counsel T

/362
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JNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst =
Acting Attorney General =

Department of Justice
Washington, DC 20530 -

Dear Mr., Kleindienst: -

[

L Hfon g ho huy
0IAIS T

Enclosed are copies of our letter of August 17, 1970, to Attorﬁéy
General Mitchell concerning the review of the Numbered Documen®
File of the President's Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy and of his reply of November 3, 1970. In addi-
tion to the Numbered Document File involved in these letters, the
records of the Commission include correspondence and internal
records of the Commission, some of which relate to the functions
of other Government agencies and their part in the investigation
of the assassination. These records were reviewed by the Hational
Archives in 1967 at the request of the Department of Justice.

Scome of them were withheld from research, and it is now time for

o /{the five year review of these documents provided for in the guide-

lines that apply to the records. I would like to ask the Department
of Justice to review those documents which relate to its functions.
They consist chiefly of correspondence between the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Commission (about two linear inches).

Both the material that we are now asking the Department of Justice to
review and the documents withheld from research in the Numbered Docu-
ment File of the Commission include some security classified documents.
The Department may wish to consider these documents under the pro-
visions of Bxecutive Order 11652 of March 10, 1972 (37 F.R. 5209), to
determine whether they should be declassified or downgraded, and if
they are declassified, whether they should be made available for
research or withheld under a different exemption to the "Freedom of
Information Act" (5 U.S.C. 552) and a different guideline from Guide-

line 2.

The following staff members of the National Archives will be pleased
to furnish any further information that may be needed: Mr. Marx G,
Bekhoff, Chief, Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch, or

Mr. Marion M. Johnscon, on Code 13, Extension 23171.

AMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Enclosu;es s +—
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Auguzt 17, 1970 '

Tonoxeble Jelin . Mlitchell
Attorney Genzin
Viaghington, D, €., 20530

4

g
Dear My, Altorney Generaly

e President's Cammission on the Assassination of President Kennedy
translerred 113 records to the National Archilves in lovember 1564
o be “rermenentily preserved’ under the rules and regulations of
the Naticral Arcaives and epplicable Federal law” (Pevort of the
Coumisnlon, p. XV). %he records included some documencs which
srg withheld from dlsclosura by specific statutes, scecurilty
- classified recorusg, iavestigotory Liles complled for lavw enforce-
rcnt purpesss, and nedical and persomnel records. It was epparent
that the records of the Cummission would have to be reviewed on
a document-by-docwnsent basis in order to identify tho relatively
o few docurenta of this nature that could not irmedintely be mado
° ovailoble for rosearch,

This roview was conducted in 1955 in accordance with "Guidelines
for Review of Materianls Submiticd to the President's Commission
on the Assacsination of President Kennedy," which were prepared
by the Deportrent of Justice in consultation with the egencies

Cwaich furntzshed records to the Commission (copy enclosad). Under
these guidelines (page 2) 1t 18 the responsibility of the Archivist
of, t“he United States to arrange for successive reviews of the.
rezorés of the Commicsion that ere withheld from research, As

" 1t is novw Tive years since the review of the Nurbered Document
File of the Commission in 1905, it is time for the docusents that
vere withiield fraa rescaorch at that tinme to be reviewed azain as
indicated in the last parmgreph of the guldelines, The lationel
sirchives will be plcased to show the documents withheld from
rescoxreh at the request of your Department to any rmembera of your
staff vio nmay bo sclected to review them. The following docuxents
ere withiield at the requegt of the O0ffice of Legsl Counsel of the
Departoent of Justice:

R A e ST 48 o b b A Lk b 00 ! St et ok ks

1. About four lincar foet of reports of the Federal Bureau
of Invegtigation,

/3Gy
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Generel in charge of the Crimdnol Diviolion of the Departnent.

Withheld undor Guideldne 3T. .

The following stafl manbers of the llatisnal, Axrchilves may ba eolled
Y. Mok G

T Tfor any. additional iniormation that way be noeadedr
Eekloff, Director, ILeglslative, Judiclial ond Diplorstlc Tecords
Division, or lir. Marion M. Johnson, on Code 13, Extension 23Tl.

\

Sincerely,

/' “M(/M

TERoerm B, ACEL
Acting Archivist
of tho United States

Enclosure
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UIDELINES FOR RIVIEW OF MATERIALS SUBMITTED TO
HE PRISIDINT'S COMMISSION ON THI ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNILY

[y RS
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2. Sccurity classifications should be respected, butche ajzency

-

vesponsible for the classification should carcefully ic-
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evaluate the contents of cach classified document and

— - Mombl e 4=l PR I
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with the natjonal sccurity, be eliminatea or downgraded,
3. Unclassified material which has not already been disclosed

in another fcrm should be made available to the public

on a regular basis unless disclosure--

- a b o B e e A s

(A) Would be detrimental to the administration and
enforcerent of the laws and‘regulations of the
United States and its agencies;

(B) Might reveal the identity oif conficdencial sources

of information and impede or jeopardize future

investigations by preciuding or limicing tne use

iy

Taail

(u

of the same or similar sources = ter;

(C) Would be a source of embarrassment tc innocent

persons, who are the subject, source, Or apparenc

POPIPRPORSPRTN ot €k e b o
© e s e el Ahham ot s @A whod o b oAbt et - ——

souxrce of the material in question, because it

} - contains gossip and vrumoxr or details of a personal

nature having no

PR as3sassination of the Presicent
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further disclosure. Similas revicews should be unaorraken ar
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- C Ofire of the Attoruey Geaeral
o Washington, . €. 20338

NQY 31870

Mx, Herbert E. Angel

Acting Archivist of the United States
National Archives and Records Services
Washington, D. C. 20408

Dear Mr. Angel:

This is in response to your letter of August 17, 1970,
in which you notified me that it is time for the documents
in the Numbered Document File of the Warren Commission to
be reviewed for the purpose of determining whether any of
these documents previously withheld may now be released to
the public, You noted that the documents furnished the
Commission by this Department include "about four linear
feet of reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation'' and
"Commission Document 355, a volume (about two inches thick)
of copies of summaries of FBI interviews with acquaintances
of Jack L. Ruby."

At my request, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the Office of Legal Counsel conducted a review of those docu-

‘ments, The accompanying memorandum of October 1, 1970, which

is entitled 'Five-Year Review of Warren Commission Files',
contains this Department's recommendation with respect to
release of the FBI reports. I believe you will find the
memorandum self-explanatory.

As to the other item--Commission Document 355-~the De-
partment recommends partial disclosure. As noted, the Docu-
ment contains copies of summaries of interviews by the FBI
of individuals acquainted with Jack Ruby. The full inter-
views are contained in FBI investigative reports, some of
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‘which have been released to the public, The Department

has no objection to the release of those summaries in
Commission Document 355 relating to interviews which

‘themselves are in public view. However, if the inter-

view being summarized has not been released to the public,
we would oppose release of the corresponding summary in
Commission Document 355,

I1f the Department can be of further assistance, please
do not hesitate to consult us,

Sincerely,

ttorney General
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AUB 1 1972 Dr. Rhoads

Attention:Mr. Marion
Dr. Cyril H. Wecht . | Johnson

Coroner

County of Allegheny |

542 Fourth Avenue - - , égz
Pitcsburgh, Pa. 15219 - ~ /
Dear Dr. Wechtz. S E

This 18 in response to your letter to Attorney Gen=
eral Kleindienst of July 19, 1972, requesting assistance
in locating microscopic slides relating to the autopsy
on President Kennedy.

This Department does not have any information on this
matter. We are advised by representatives of the office
of Dr. Rhoads, the National Archivist, that autopsy ma~
terials were not included in the materials which the FBI
obtalned pertaining to the Kennedy assagsination, Accord-
ingly, we have no information about the location or avail-~
ability of any such microscopic slides to add to such in-
formation as may be available from the Warren Commission
Report or from Dr. Rhpads' office. We regret we cannot
ba of further assistance.'*"- v A :

Sincéfeiy,v
°fiff;:;; ?’ﬁ“”"'. Mary C. Lawton o

Deputy Assistant Attorney Geheral -
Office of Legal Counsel



CHARLES L. WINEK, PH.D.

CYRIL H. WECHT, M.D., J.D., F.C.A.P. . CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST
CORONER ,5U' A JUNE 8. SCHULBERG, Esa.
b4 ! 1 H L CHIEF DEPUTY CORONER
0. STinT
“-~itug

542 FOURTH AVENUE . PITTSBURGH, PA. 15219
(412) 355-4460 355.4466
OFFICE OF THE CORONER

July 19, 1972

\E‘ I\\: iy
| - 2w &
The Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst o iy
Attorney General of the United States R ;: X
Department of Justice & “‘:: &y
Washington, D. C. 20530 N

Dear General Kleindienst;

Recently, I was given permission by Professor Burke Marshall, Deputy
Dean of Yale University School of Law, acting in his capacity as Executor of
the agreement between the Kennedy family and the National Archives, to review
various materials at the National Archives relating to the death of President
John F. Kennedy. I plan to make this examination sometime during the month
of August, and the final arrangements are being made with Dr, James B. Rhoads,
the National Archivist,

I am writing to you to request your assistance in locating the micro-
scopic slides which were prepared immediately following the autopsy on
President Kennedy on Friday, 22 November 1963. These slides are subsequently
referred to and described in the official Warren Commission Report. Hence,
there is no question about their availability.

Inasmuch as [ am a Board-certified pathologist, it would be most de~
sirable for me to review these microscopic slides as part of my overall exam-
ination of the various autopsy materials in this case.

Of course, I would examine the slides at whatever facility your Depart-
ment would select, and at a time and date convenient fqr the personnel at that

facility. A 7= L
. | DR ot :
E31‘ JUL 253 1972 %ﬁ'&

-~

- ; D
a0, % = PPFIGE OF LEGAL GOURSEL



The Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst
Page 2
July 19, 1972

Your kindness in pursuing this matter and making these slides available
to me for a brief examination would be very much appreciated.

Thank you.

Respectfully yours,

;-
~

Cyril H, Wecht, M.D., J.D.
Research Professor of Law and
Director, Institute of Forensic

Sciences, Duquesne University

Assistant Clinical Professor of Pathology,
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

CHW/mg
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June 256, 1672

“r. Carl W, Belcher

Shlef, General Crimes Section
Department of Justice R
Wasnington, D.C. oo ED

20530 A ﬂ o=
RE: HEP:CWB:JRR:mdz SO B s -
129-11 =2
» 3y, - Py
C“ A'd . »‘:
Dear Mr, Belcher: = o
. - -

Thank you for your letter of June 20, 1672,

Your referral of my request to the National Archives has
resul ed in a reply from Mr. James B. Rhodes. Unfortunately,

Mr. Rnodes has 1lmplied that release of the name of the agent
resoonsible for the destruction of autopsy films would mconstitute
a clearly un-warranted invasion of personal privacy of the family
of the late President Kennedy.” (xerox attachead)

It 1s regretable that this matter was not reviewed during the
Warren Commission's ten month inquiry into the death of President
fennedy and that this subjJect only became known some nine years
later as’a result of the first non-governmental examination of
these restricted films by Dr. John Lattimer of Columbia University.

™he primary reason I direct my request to the Justice Department 1is
because thils Informatlon first came to light as part of a report
ordered by your department, and not by the National Archives,

On Movember 1, 1966, at the request of the Justice Depar*ment,
Janmes J, Humes, M,D., and J. Thorton Boswell, M.D., examined,
13dentified and inventoried these pnotographs and wrote a report, (1)

The note, describing the destruction of a roll of film, is part of
this report, made at the request of your agency.

With all due respect to Mr. James B. Rhodes of the Archives, I
feel *hat any legal determination as to "unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy”™ as mentlioned by Mr. Rhodes should come from the
Justice Department.

YA
(1) Repor® of inspectlon by Navy Medical Staff on November 1, 1966/

at the National Archives on x-rays and photos of autopoy of
President John F. Xennedy., 1968 Panel Report, page 1.



PAGE TVC
CARL W. BELCHZER
JUNE 26, 1972

I do no% understand how the release of the name of this agent,
can be construed as an "unwarrented invasion of the personal
privacy of the Kennedy family.”

This 1s, more likely than not, simply another example of over-
classification of documents that may prove embarrassing to one
government agency or another,

I do not wish to imply, nor do I believe, that the Justice
Department 1s responsible for the restrictions placed on these
documents,

Since two agents of the Justlce Department (F.3.I.) and two

agents of the Treasury Department (Secret Service) were present at
this autopsy, 1t is reasonable to assume that one of these four
agents was responsible,

Since this autopsy was not performed at a private institution
by private physiclans, but rather on government property at

DPublic expense, it would seem that full disclosure of this matter
would be in the public interest.

I would greatly appreclate an opinion from you on this matter,

Sincerely,

ze
7¢
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L -UNITED STATES OF / "=RICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

JUN 20 1972

7cC

ee: [N 7C-

This is in regard to the copy of your letter of June 5, 1972, to the
Attorney General which you sent to Mr. Mark G. Eckhoff.

The notation concerning a roll of film referred to in Dr. lattimer's
article is part of a report entitled "Report of Inspection by Naval
Medical Staff on Novemter 1, 19566 at National Archives of X-Rays
and Photographs of Autopsy of President John F. Kennedy."

Under the terms of 5 U.S.C. 552, subsection (b) (&), we do not

furnish copies of the report because it is a part of "medical Tiles
and similar fTiles, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy" of the family of the late
President Kennedy. We shovw it to the researchers whose applications
to examine the autopsy material are approved by the Kennedy family
representative, Mr. Burxe Marshall, because it contains & descriptive
list of the material. We do not, however, furnish copies to them.

Sincerely,

AMES O'NZILL
Deputy Archivist
of the United States

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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L. Patrick Gray, III Gauf
Acting Director Eastwood
Federal Bureau of Investigation Patf
e S UuB ?
TN ST Mary C. Lawton AUG 2 1972 _
- . . Deputy assistant Attorney General Iy
- Office of Legal Counsel QJL( Lo 7
v ./ i
President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy
Enclosed is a letter from the Archivist of the United
States, with attachments, asking the Department of Justice to
review certain documents of the President's Commission on the
i Assassination of President kemnedy to determine which of the
classified documents might be declassified or downgraded and

/37

which unclassified or declassified documents may be made
availlable to researchers.

Fredericka Paff (187-2056) and Mary Eastwood (187~
2058) of my staff have made & cursory review of these docu-
ments, which are contained in 12 boxes at the National Archives.
All but one file, which includes Justice Department correspond=-
ence from the Department of Defense and the Atomic Energy
Commission and part of the Commission tramscript (January 27,
1964, meeting), appear to be FBIL documents and correspondence,
Several of the boxes contain tape recordings (reels).

We would appreciate yourdesignating someone to review
these files and reporting your conclusions respecting those
which may be released to researchers to this Office so that we
can prepare the Department's report to the Archivist.

Attachment




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
¢ {ERAL SERVICES ADMINISTR, .ON

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

e ey
CIrIET
2 ADaemiTi AR
£ a %

Honoratle Richard G. Kleindienst 5 =
Acting Attorney Gensral = ;:,
_— . * .
Departumenty of Justice | o = =
Washington, DC 20530 2 gg
. o W
o M
Dear Mr. Kleindienst: ) - g <
S .. Y
. . . . S x O OQ
Enclosed are coples of our letier of August 17, 1970, to Attorgey =
General Mitchell concerning the review of the Numbered Documen® ~

File of the President's Commission on the Assassination of

President Kennedy and of his reply of November 3, 1970. In addi-
tlon to the Numbered Document File involved in these letters, the
records of tne Commission include correspondence and internal

records of the Commission, some of which relate to the functions

of other Government agencies and their part in the investigation

of the assassination, These records were reviewed: by the National
Archives in 1957 at the reguest of the Department of Justice.

. Some of them were withheld from research, and it 1s now time for

the Tive year revievw of these-documents provided for in the gulde-
lines that apply to the records. I would like to ask the Department
of Justice 10 review those documenis whichn relate to its functions,
They consist chiefly of correspondence between the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Commission (about two linear inches).

Both the material that we are novw asking the Department of Justice to
review and the documents withheld from research in the Numbered Docu-
ment File of the Commission include some security classified documents.
The Department wmay wish to consider these documents under the pro-
visions of Executive Order 11652 of March 10, 1972 (37 F.R. 5209), to
determine whether they should be declassified or downgraded, and if
they are declassified, whether they should be made available for

" research or withheld under a different exemption to the 'Freedom of
Information Act" (5 U.S.C. 552) and a different guideline from Guide-
line 2, :

N

The following staff members of the National Archives will be pleased
to furnish any further information that may be needed: Mr. Mark G.

Gekhoff, Chief, Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch, or

Mr, Merion M. Johnson, on Code 13, Extension 23171.

incerely,

- o 1
) LAY x0T 21? 4 AY 1ﬂ ‘“72 Pl:t:
AMES B, RHOADS ' -

S e ke o - 4 R e o
Archivist of <he United Statsas
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August 17, 1970 '

I'onoreble Jehin M, Mitchelld

Attorney Gonern '

Yiashingion, D, €, 20530 .
- Q

=}
Dear Mr, Attorney Generaly

e President's Commission on the Assasoinaticn of President Kennedy'
{ronsierred 1ts records to the laticnal Axrchives in NHovember 15Gh4
<o be "pesmonently preserved under the rules and resulations of
the Naticnal Archives and applicable Federal low” (Rovort of the
Comisalon, p. XV). fihe roeords Included some docuzcnts which
are vithhield {reu disclosure by sovecific statutes, security
classified recorus; investigatory filesg complled for lav enforces-
nont pusposcs, and nodical and persoonel records. It was epparent
that the reeords of tho Cumnmlssion would have to be reviewed on

8 documenl-by-docwnent basis in order to identify the relatlively
fow documenta of this nature that could not Lrmedioately be wmade

This roview was conducted in 1955 in accardance with “"Guidelines
for Beview of Materials Submiited to the President's Comdssion
on the Ascassination of President Kennedy," which were prepsred
by the Deporiment of Justice in consultation with the egencies
wviaich furnizhed records to tine Cormission (cony enclos2d). Under

these guidelines (page 2) 1t 18 _the respoasidility of the Archivist
- of, the United States to arrange for successive reviews ¢f the.

ccords of the Commisoion that ere withheld from research, As

"4t 1s now five yeers since the roview of the llumbered Document

Pile of the Commission in 1905, 1t is time for the docwsents thot
vere wvithield from rescarch ot that tims to ba reviewsd agzain as
indlcated in the lest porzgreph of the guidelines, The llationsl
Archives will be plcaced to show the documents withheld Ironm
resesxch at tha request of your Departmcnt to any mexmbers of your
staff wio may bo sclected to review them. The following documents
exe withhield at the request of thae O0ffice of Iegal Counsel of the
Departoeont of Justice:

1, About four lincar feet of reports of the Federal Burecu
.- of Iavesiigation,
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2, Coralsoton Docwsent 355, & volumo (about two inches thick)

‘ of copies of cwumarics of DI dntervicews with ecccuaintances

‘ of Juck L, Ruby wuhich waa tranzmitied o the Comnlosion

i _ by & letter daved Februray §, 1984, of the Assictant Attorney

. eneral in cihaspge of the Criminal Division ol the Departwment.

Withheld wndoy Guldeline 3C, «

© The following staff manbers of the lational Archives may be called

" for ony. sdditionul information that may be necded: Mr. Moxk G.
Bekholf, Directer, Legislative, Judicial ond Diplomatic Decoxds '
Division, or lir. Maxrion M. Johnson, on Code 13, Ixtension 23171.

LT - : ‘
3 _ Sincerely, . '

/5 Jwv@u/

ERDEIR B, AUNCGEL .
Aoting Archiivist
0% tho United States

Enclosure : ‘ R

.

Official file - MID
Reading file - NIDC .

Day file -.N
}Uohnson/xrmn x23171
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" GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW OF MATERIALS SUBMITTED T
THE PRISIDINT'S COMMISSION ON THI ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDINT KENNIL

L. Statutory requirements prohiuvicing disclosurze stould oo obsenvae:
2. Sccurity clas flca;ions should be respected, but the ajgency

responsible for the classification should carcfully iae=
evaluate the contents of cach classified document and

e o - = N
2eael :A e C

My

3581

(=]
(&)

ication ‘cau, ,consistentcly
with the national sccurity, be eliminated‘orvdowﬁgradea.

3. Unclassified meaterial which has not already been‘disclosed'
in another ferm should be made available to the public
on a .regular basis unless disclosure--

(A). Would be de:rime;tal to the administration and
enforcexent oi the laws and'regulations of the

‘United States and its agencies;

(B) XMight reveai the identity oif confidential sources

.- of information and impede or jeopardize future
investigations by precluding or limicing che use
of the s;me or similar sousrces hereaiter;

(é) Would be a source of embarrassment tc innocentc.
persons, who are the subject, source, or apparent
source of the material in éuestion, because it
contains gossip and rumor or details of a pérSOnal

d g w ~xpe R Ry - <5 - - -
nature haviag no significantc connection with che
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. Whenever one of the above reasons for nondisclosure may

apply, your department should, in determining whether or not to

authorize disclosure, weigh that reason against the overriding

™

policy ¢f the Executive Branch favering the fullest possible dis-

.
&

closure,

/

s

Unless sooner released to the public, classified and unclassi-

fied material which is not now made available to the public shall,

as a minimum, be reviewed. by the agency concerned five years and

ten years after the initial examination has been completed. Thae

criteria applied in the initial examination, outlined asove, shoull
be applied to determine whether changed circumstances will permit

.

further disclosure., Similar reviews should be undertaken ar ten-

year iatoxcols until all me wials ure opoied oo Lellodwate To-
search purposcs, The Archivist of the United S:zaces will arrange

for such review at the appropriece time. Whenever possible pro-
ae
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Washington, 0. ¢, 20330

HOY 31870

My, Herbert E. Angel |

Acting Archivist of the United States
National Archives and Records Scrvices
Washington, D. C. 20408

Dear Mr. Angel: .

This is in response to your letter of August 17, 1970,
in which you notified me that it is time for the documents
in the Numbered Document File of the Warren Commission to
be reviewed for the purpose of determining whether any of
these documents previously withheld may now be released to
the public. You noted that the documents furnished the
Commission by this Department include "about four linear
feet of reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation' an
""Commission Document 355, a volume (about two inches thick
of copies of summaries of FBI interviews with acquaintance
of Jack L. Ruby."

b

O~

At my request, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the Office of Legal Counsél conducted a review of those docu-.
‘ments. The accompanying memorandum of October 1, 1970, which
is entitled 'Five-Year Review of Warren Commission Files't,
contains this Department's recommendation with respzct to
release of the FBI reports. I believe you will find the
memorandum self-explanatory. h

As to the other item--Commission Document 355--the De-
partment recommends partial disclosure. As noted, the Docu-
ment contains copies of summaries of interviews by the FBI
of individuals acquainted with Jack Ruby. The full inter-
views are contained in FBI investigative repoxrts, some of



‘which have been released to the public, The

~
.

i

o

®

e
)

v

Jepartment
has no objection to the release of those summaries in
Commission Document 355 relating to interviews which

(

‘themselves are in public view., However, if the inter-

view being summarized has not been released to the public,
we would oppose release of the corresponding summary in
Commission. Document 355,

If the Department can be of further assistance, please
do not hesitate to consult us,

.

Sincerely,
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The Files Gauf June 15, 1972
Lawton
Ulman
’ Jack M. Goldklang Goldklang
Office of lLegal Counsel Classified files
: /72 9/ // & Document Packet

B. A.

)
R
)

b
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K. Noteg in OLC Safe on Warren Commission Documents

The OLC safe contains some handwritten and typewritten
documents about six inches thick prepeared by Dudley Chapman.
These notes summarize documents collected by the Warren Com-
mission which were not made public. Aecording to Mr., Chapman,
the law requires that every five years the documents be
reviewed to see what additional documents can be released,

The notes are therefore being retained in the OLC safe should
the occasion arise when OLC may be asked again to participate
in the required review.



SNERAL SERVICES ADMINIST, .TION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, D.C. 20408

March 27, 1972

— = e em N

" Honorabls Richard 8. Schweiker
*  United States Senate
Washington, D. €. 20510

Desxr Senator Schweiksr:

7C S is in re to your letter of March 21, 1972, in behalf of
concerning records relating to the assas-
sination of President Ksnnedy.
We have no information concerning Dr. John K. Lattimer's inter-
pretation of the X-rays prepared during the autopsy of President

Kennedy except what is stated in the New York Times story to
whi ars.

N7C
The X-rays and photographs taxen during the autopsy were turned
over to Semator Robert P. Kennedy on April 26, 1965. A memoran-
dum of April 30, 1964, by Arlen Specter, a member of the staff
of the Warren Commission, among the records of the Commission
indicates that Senator Kennedy, who was the Attornsy General at
that time, was at least consulted by the Secret Bervice concern-
ing the quastion of access to the material before the date of the
memorandum. In an interview (U.3. News and World Report, Octo-
baer 10, 1966) Mr. Specter said that he had been shown a photograph
vhich vas stated to bs a photograph of President Ksnnedy's back but
that the entire set of XI-rays and photographs was not available to
the Commission.

The laboratory investigative file relating to the spectrographic
analysis of the bullst (CE 399) and bullet fragments involved in
the assassination of Presidant Kennedy is in the custody of the
Faderal Bureau of Investigation. We are referring a copy of
your letter and its enclosure to the Department of Justice in
regard to_q}}altion about that file.
C

We can furnish an electrostatic copy of the memorandum by Arlen
Spacter for our minimum chargs of $1.00, To order 7C
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should send & check or monsy ordsr made payable to the General Services
Administration (NNFL) and addressed to the Cashier, National Archives
sad Records Service, Washington, D. C. 20408.

Sincerely,

i.mcs B. RHOAIDS

Archivist of the United States

cc: Department of Justice
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Respectiully referred to:

Because of ithe désire of thig office to be

responsive to all inguiries and communications,
" your consideration o?
reguested.

the attached is
Your Jindings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by




——

4 .- Y
Sear Senator Schweiker, . ’///

Thanks for your help in the past, on matters I have crequested information. I
have a few more questions, which I hope some uecmber of your stalf can get the
ansvwers to.

As you are undoubtedly aware, several critics of the Varren Commissig:%p/%eport
on the Assassination of Presicent Xennedy have raised certain questions con-
cerning the validity of the Cormmission's conclusions, in several areas. The
Sunday, January 10, 1972 edition of the Wew York Times contzined a front-page
article written by Fred P. Graham describing the recent research conducted in
the tlational Archives ty Doctor Joan X. Latiimer, a New York City physician.

Doctor lattimer, evidently, had access to the autopsy photos and X-rays, which
were supposedly not viewed by the members and starf officials of The Commission.
'is wost interestine obszervation concermed the President's hack-neck wounds. FHe
said, that the X-rays prove that the front and tack bullet holes were made by the
same tullet, which passed taru the Presideni's body and left two tiny flakes of
metal and air in the tissves clong the path between ihe two holes. Strange indeed,
that tre tn*ee ; doctors, wao conducted the autopsy, or none of the X-ray technicians
present, saw any of the underlined items. At least, the officiasl Autopsy Report
contzined in the *'‘arren Report' makes no mention of the items discovered by
Doctor Lattimer.

Following, are quotaticns from two segments of ir. Craham's article, whica I hope
you can finzlly strazignien-outs

"The 65 X-rays, color transparencies and black-and-white negatives taken during
the autopsy have been & focus of controversy because the Kennedy fa:;ly had
Drev1ouslj guarded then so closely thzt not even members and staif offi

of the Yarren Commission, whaich was zppointel by President Jonnson to 1rves-
tigate the assassinzation % were alilowed t0 see themn.!

"Shortly after the assassinztion the autopsy pictures and X-rays were given
to the then attorney generazl, Rovert F. Xennedy. On Oct.. 29, 1566, .they were
placed by the Kennedy family in the Tational Archives, subject to a contract
that denied access for the next five year:z to all bul certain governmental

bodies.®
The number "65," cited as the total number of X-rays and thotos tazken during
the z2uteopsy must be a maiier of num eral reversal, since two T2l agents tresent
at tre autcpsy reported, that a total of 11 develeped X-rays ard LS undeveloped
pnos. . were turned-over to a Secret Service agent, who was presen

»

Yy cuestions, in regard to the two quota t‘ons, are these: , On what date(s) didg.
the Secret Service turn over the autopcy photes and X-rays to the late ailorney-
general, Robert F. Xennedy? At any tizms prior tc the release of the Commission's
report, did any mexber of the Cozmission, or a member of its staff view one or
‘more of the autopsy photos and X-rays? o

—
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Grzham also stated, that ballistics carnducted vy Doctor
the "arren Comnission's theory iaat ame nullet wnica pease
Kennedy's neck, z2lso wounded dovernor Connelly. This bulles, s

Jr. Connzlly's hospital streicher, was designated Commission 7
T would like to knocw, if the resulis cf the °becvo~*aoh’c znalyeis tects concucted
by the Federazl Bureau of Ianvestigation coacerning CE 399 and otaner tullzai fra;nguu-,
notably those pictursd in CE 8L2 (fragments removed frem Covernor Connally's wrist),
are now public information, under the provisions of the Ireedom of Information Act.

-‘-\\.‘

“here is no rush on these matlers, but would appreciate reply whan, and if, possible.
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Form No. CM-10

ROUTING SLIP

T0: NAME DIVISION BUILDING ROOM
. .

Attorney General
2
3
4.
[(Jsicuatune []) comment ) mER convERsATION
CJarerovat [Jwecessany AcTion [ ]AS REQUESTED
[ see ue OO wore ano reETURN  [TINOTE AND FILE
{CJrecommenoaTion []cALL M O vour mromuATION

D ANSWER OR ACKNOWL.-
EDOGE ON OR DEFORE

D PREPARE REPLY FOR
THE SIGNATURE OF

Attached is suggested letter and list
to Director of CIA.

You may wish to call Mr. Helms
and send the list over to him without the
letter,

YV s
Fy&V@ﬁE@E OF Thiee
/{‘ RECEIVED
\UoaNe %
\\’;”%

PNEY GENERT

FROM NAME BUNL.OMNG, ROOW, EXT. [DATE

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL ‘ 6 /6 /67
Criminal Division :
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