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1800 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 

December 9, 1968 	 AREA CODE 114 

RIvcRistoc J-87(14 

CARLE ADDRESS: KILGORE 

Edward W. Wadsworth, Clerk 
United States Court of Appeals 
Fifth Circuit 
Room 408-400 Royal Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

Re: No. 26620 -- John J. King, Appellant v. 
United States of America, Appellee 

Dear Mr. Wadsworth: 

In connection with the above referenced appeal, 
we enclose herewith for filing with the Court twenty-
five copies of the Reply Brief for Appellant John J. 
King. 

By copy of this letter, copies of the above referenced 
Reply Brief are being forwarded to counsel for the United 
States. 

Very truly yours, 

Eugene R. Lyerly 
j 

ERL:ap 

cc: Eldon B. Mahon 
United States Attorney 

Irwin Goldbloom, Attorney 
Department of Justice 

-  //  

  

/306 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Page  

List of Authorities 	  

Statement . 	 . 	 . •OC•••••••••••••• 1 

Argument 	  2 

Conclusion ............. 	. . 	. . 	 5 

Certificate of Service 	  6 

LIST OF AUTHORITIES  

TABLE OF CASES  

King v. United States, 364 F.2d 235 (5th Cir, 1966) . 2. 

United States v. The Antoinetta, 153 F,2d 138 
(3rd Cir, 1945) 	. . , 

STATUTES  

4 

Public Law 89-318 	  2 



In the 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

No. 26620 

JOHN J. KING, 

Appellant, 

v, 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Appellee. 

Appeal From the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas 

REPLY BRIEF FOR APPELLANT 

JOHN J. KING 

STATEMENT 

Appellee's only argument in support of the Trial 

Court's action in dismissing this proceeding without fully 

adjudicating the issues before it appears to be based upon 

the fact that the United States has subsequently acquired title 



to the weapons under the provisionsof Public Law 89-318. 

However, this argument, like the Trial Court's order dis-

missing the libel, fails to dispose of the question of the 

ownership of the weapons at the time of such taking on 

November 1, 1966. 

ARGUMENT 

This Court reversed the Trial Court's original Order 

of Forfeiture with respect to the weapons on July 29, 1966, 

and subsequently issued its Mandate on August 22, 1966 (Ap-

pendix, p. 49). Contrary to the expression contained in the 

Court's opinion (King v. United States, 364 F.2d at p. 235), at 

the time of such reversal, the United States had not acquired 

title to the weapons, The vesting of title in the United 

States did not occur until the Attorney General published 

his determination in the Federal Register on November 1, 1966. 

Thus, following the mandate of this Court, the Trial Court 

should have completed the adjudication of the issues involved 

in this action based upon the stipulated record before it. 

Ownership of the weapons at the date of taking is 

determinative of Appellant King's, or any claimant's, right to 

seek just compensation pursuant to Public Law 89-318. The 
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question of that ownership had long since been litigated 

in this action through the stipulations entered into between 

the parties, as follows: 

(a) Oswald purchased the rifle (Appendix, pp. 
32-34 and 38, Stips. 9, 10, 11, 18 and 27) and 
the revolver (Appendix, pp. 33, 34 and 38, Stips. 
12, 13, 14, 19 and 27). 

(b) The rifle and revolver were acquired by 
Oswald during his marriage to Marina N. Oswald 
(Appendix, p. 42, Stip. 41). They are therefore 
presumed to be community property. V,A.T.S. 
Art, 4619. There is no evidence in this regard 
to overcome this presumption (Appendix, p. 42, 
Stip. 42). 

(c) Marina N. Oswald sold all interest in the 
rifle and revolver to Claimant (Appendix, pp. 
38 and 39, Stips, 29-31) pursuant to the authority 
granted by Texas Probate Code, @I@ 160 and 167. 

The Trial Court, in its initial review of this proceeding, 

repeatedly and consistently stated that "(a)11 of the facts 

and exhibits are set forth in the stipulation by the parties 

filed herein- , 	" (Appendix, p. 43, Pretrial Order); that "(t)he 

case was heard on the 'Stipulation of Facts'" (Appendix, p. 45, 

Memorandum Opinion); and that the cause was "submitted to 

the Court upon , . . the Stipulation introduced herein, . 	." 

(Appendix, p. 47, Order of Forfeiture). 

Consequently, when this Court reversed the order of 

forfeiture, all that remained to be done by the Trial Court 

was to adjudicate the issue of ownership based on the record 
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before it, and the failure to do so and the dismissal 

of the action without fully adjudicating the issue is directly 

contrary to the applicable statute and rules and constitutes 

a gross abuse of the Trial COurt's discretion. 

The case relied upon by Appellee United States v.  

The Antoinetta, 153 F.2d 138 (3rd Cir. 1945r, as analogous 

to this situation is clearly not in point. I that case, the 

Alien Property Custodian was successful in his petition to be 

substituted in place of the original claimants in a libel 

action previously filed by the United States, so that any 

relief would have inured to his benefit. To carry that analogy 

to its logical conclusion would result in the anomalous re-

quirement that the United States prosecute a claim for com-

pensation for the weapons here involved, as did the Custodian 

in The Antoinetta. 

Appellant is not here asking this Court to adjudicate 

the question of 'just compensation' for the weapons taken, 

only to give effect to the already litigated issue as to 

ownership so that it is clear who owned the weapons, and had 

the right to make a claim for compensation, at the time of the 

taking of the weapons on November 1, 1966. 
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Therefore, Claimant King respectfully submits that this 

Court should vacate the order dismissing the libel and render 

its judgment determining that Claimant was the owner of the 

weapons in question prior to any taking by the United States 

pursuant to Public Law 89-318. 

Respectfully submitted, 

71: ii/ . 	• 

William C. Garrett 

KILGORE & KILGORE 
1800 First National Bank Bldg. 
Dallas, Texas 75202 

Attorneys for Appellant 
John J. King 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

It is hereby certified that service of two copies 
of this Reply Brief of Appellant John J. King has been made 
on opposing counsel Eldon B. Mahon, U. S. Attorney, U. S. 
Courthouse, Dallas, Texas, and Irwin Goldbloom, Attorney, 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., by depoS'iting 
in the United States mail, air mail, postage prepaid, in 
accordance with the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 
this 9th day of December, 1968. 

•t..'")<'-'1  

William C. Garrett 
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ror.J.4 	: 

Thank yen for your memorandum of Rovember240 19We encloine a 
.t is  letter concerning the enterisis relating to the assassimation 

of Proaideut Kennedy Which.are preeently in the Archives.2.-  

The Warren Commission gathered a vast suonnt of Material,. 	 . 

much of it hiving only remote connection with the assassination. The 

bulk of the material that was before the Commission Wither was pub-, . 
naked 

	

	at 
the National Archives. Tha relatively small portion which is not '  

in its 26-volune Hearings or is *Tenable to researchers 

now available to the public consists primarily of national security 
intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing largely with sctivt-  
ties far removed fro the assassination itself -- which if disclosed 

eight coopromist confidential sources or techniques, or in some cease'.  7:2'  

jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. All of the Commiseion '  

naterialwhiCh has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically:7 , 
esti' all of it has been made available to the public. , 

1 
I hope that this information will be of assistance. 
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WASHINGTON OFFICZt 
(202) 225-3164 

November 24, 1969 

MEMO TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUST ICE 

FROM: 	MISS SYDNEY DINE (CONGRESSMAN TAFT ' S OFFICE) 
315 CANNON BLDG. 

RE: 	ENCLOSED 

COMMENTS WOULD BE APPREC IATED 

CRIMIRAL-GEN. CRIME SEC7 
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Assistant Attorney General, Criminal . 	  

Assistant Attorney General, Internal. Security. - 

Assistant Attorney General, Lands 	 

Assistant. Attorney General, T 

Director, Federal. Bureau of Investigation, • •• WO. • 611,  
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THIS MAIL SHOULD BE v.  

ANSWERED WITHIN 48 HOURS 

; Receipt vas acknowledged  7'7-4 -•. 

" Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 

DATE: 

- - 
July 3, 1969 

#21Cnifeb .Mates Zerrafe 
RE: 

Respectfully referred to 

Office of Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 

For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

To be forwarded directly to the 
constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 

X  To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

	As requested below. 

Additional commei 

JUL 7 19t1,  

attAllla DIVISION 

,.-.1-'_, /1 
' 

27 

DEP,.,..TNIetToF JUSTICE 

JUL 7 	19667  
( 	'') 

. 

Et 
3/ 

4  9 
iit 
'D 

1M1N' 	- 	
. 	. 

Please refer response to attention of  

Mr. Jasper 	, of my staff  , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

WALTER F. MONDALE 
U. S. SENATE 



June 25, 1969 

Senator Walter F. Mondale 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Mondale: 

Thanks for your letter of May 22. Since you evidenced some interest in 
my comments on the report of the 1968 Justice Department panel, I am 
sending you, under separate cover, a summary of the pleadings introduced 
on January 31, 1969, which led to judge Charles Halleck's ruling that the 
Kennedy autopsy photos and X-rays would have to be produced for use in 
the New Orleans courtroom. This was a momentous decision, since on 
January 17, 1969, Judge Charles Halleck had indicated that he would not 
order such action until it had been shown that "there is substantial 
evidence that shots came from more than one direction" in the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

There have been a number of other attempts to have these materials released 
so that they could be examined by the world's top experts, but until this 
year, all have failed. Former congressman Theodore Kupferman (R-NY) inserted 
documents pertaining to his attempts to have this done into the Congressional 
record several years ago, along with his resolution that the investigation 
be reopened. Currently, Dr. John Nichols, a forensic pathologist at the 
University of Kansas, is suing the federal government for the release of 
materials pertaining to the autopsy. 

But what is scandalous is that these legal suits should not be necessary. 
As the Justice Department's 1968 Panel review --- a last ditch effort ---
illustrated, the Warren Report's account of the crime cannot stand the test 
of the evidence and never could. When that report was released, many of us 
thought it a mistake to pursue the issue since the Panel report was so 
transparent that we assumed it to be some kind of a legal trap. It was 
inconceivable that the U.S. Justice Department, 5 years after the release 
of the Warren Report and with that much time in which to prepare for such 
a suit and challenge, could have released such a report --- a report which, 
in fact, showed the incompetence of the original autopsy to a greater 
degree than the critics of the Warren Commission had shown it, and in 
addition, proved that the autopsy surgeons had perjured themselves before 
the commission and that significant details concerning how the president 
died had been withheld from even the Warren Commission. Is there any 

_77  HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Yd 
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Senator Walter F. Mondale 	 -2- 	 June 25, 1969 

wonder that there is an ever-widening credibility gap? Prize-winning 
journalist and author, David Shoenbrun, remarked to me several months ago 
that the only thing which he can't understand about the Warren Report is 
how it could have been such a sloppy coverup. My answer was that from my 
investigations and those of my colleagues, it appeared that various 
government agencies had covered up various things (and sometimes even 
exposed each others' duplicity) and that the commission members had, through 
their own misfeasance, become victims of this misinformation. Ironically, 
of course, the report is largely accepted within the government based on 
the reputations of the men who signed it. 

In your letter you state that you "intend to watch developments in this 
area," but it is from the Congress that any future developments must come. 
I hope that I will hear from you further on this topic. With warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

if 



WILL, WILSON 
Assistant Attorney General 

Records \# 
Chrono 
Rigdon 

Mr. Wilson 
Deputy AC 
RONORABLE Walter F. Mondale, MS 

Typed: 7/11/69 
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Tour letter of June 17, 1969 to SenatorWalter y. Honda* 
-expressing doubt *bout the accuracy of the findings of the Warren 
toemissica concerning the death of the late President John 7, itemtedi 
Use been referred to as for reply. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 
Warren COmmission do mat claim to have any significant new evidence, 
as far as we are aware. Rather, their criticises and demands for a 
sew inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drawn free 
parts of the same body of ',Ideate that was examined by the Co=mission• 
The Co:omission made *thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. The evidence amply supports the 
baste cigno ;1nsions of the Commission. La these circumstances, we se* q   

Thank you for writing. 

Sincerely, 

I 3/1 



THIS MAILSHOU111.  

ANSWERED wrnart 148 HOURS 
• 

Receipt was acknowledged 	- 4 
' Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 

• 

DATE: 

June 26, 1969 

1JCniteb -.States -.Senate 

Respectfully referred to 

Office of Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 

For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

X  To be forwarded directly to the 
constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 

To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

	As requested below. 

Additidnal comments: 

RECEIVED 

JUL 1 1563 

c:R 	1-Vv/1-(2iaN 

Please refer response to attention of 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

IWAL4IR. -7: " lc.TOND'ASC13/ 
U.S. SENATE 

jUt'l 30 1969 
,  

Les. 

6474,matz,ca:.L1_ 

of my staff , Mr. Avery 



Sen. Walter F. rondall 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator rondalls 

In recent weeks/ information concerning the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy has been brought to Imy attention by a man by the name 
of Gary Shoener. Mr. Shoener has compiled evidence that com-
pletela  contradicts -Lie findings of the Warren Cormission. Pre-
sently I have no doubts that the Warren Ca,amission came to the 
wrong conclusion. 

At this time it would not be of vital importance to know the iden-
tities of other men who were involved in the assassination, if 
these men were acting independently. However, if the men invol-
ved were part of a larger cons iiacy, a conspiracy that can pos-
sibly be linked back to our government, then further investigation 
is needed. 

Possibly, in the national interest, this is not the right time 
to reopen the investigation, but it Lust be reopened soon before 
everything is forgotten. The possibility of a conspiracy more 
powerful than the President of the United States is frightening! 

Any reply on t_is matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 



I hope that this informative will be of interest to your 
titnent. 

• 

sr= lams 
Amistant Attorney Ceneral 

Typed: 6/17/69 
WW:RAH:ehd 
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Honorable Albert R. gels 
Rouse of Representatives 
Washington, D, C. 

bear Cengresszunat 
, 	• 

This ia, is reference to your 
tranemitting• a eopy-of a-letter from 
questions the validity of the Warren isxport. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 
Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant new evidence, 
so far as vie are aware. Rather, their criticises and demands-for a 
saw inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drawn free 
parts of the sane body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Commissioa made a thorough inquiry- and detailed analysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. The evidence amply supports the 
basic conclusions of the Commission. In those circumstance.. vs see 
so basis for a new inquiry. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of 'material; 
much of it having only renote connection with the assassination. The 
balk of the material that vas before the Coumlasion either vas pub-
lished In its 16-volume Hearlufre or is available to researcher* at 
the NatlimaalAschivea. Toe relatively small portion which is not 
no available to the public consists ptivarily of national security 
intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing largely with activi-
ties far removed frost' the assassination itself -- which if disclosed 
might coepromise confidential sources or techaigues, or in some cases 
jeopardise the lives of individuals abroad. All of the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
until all of It has been made available to the public. 

Records,  
Chrono 
Rennagin 
Mr. Wilson 
Deputy AG 
Mr. Hoffman 
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From: 	Herbert E. Hoffman 
hief, Legislative & Legal Section 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

Subject: Correspondence from: 

Cong. Quie re Warren Commission. 

t\ t.

x  

) 
• 1-N  

Prepare reply for suture of Deputy Attorney General and 
forward to Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 

X Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman, 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 

Responsibility 

Department File No.: 

Miscellaneous Information: 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 

X No interim reply is being made. 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 

X Original of incoming correspondence attached. 

1111111111 --' 
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27! JUN 10 1969 

1MiN'AL-CEN. CRIME 

Please return attachment. 
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' '43  S.,  COMMITTEE 	 FREEBORN STEELE 
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-,' 	 Congre55 of tbe aniteb 'tatty 	HOUSTON WINONA 

ROCHESTER OFFICE 7.9au5e of Repreentatibel 	436 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

507_2811.a314 

ridazbington, .(s.C. 20515 

June 4, 1969 

Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman 
Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Hoffman: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from 

76„  111=3in which he raises several questions concerning t e Warren Commission. 

I have marked the pertinent paragraph of his 
letter. 

Would you please transmit this to the proper 
person for information on the questions raised. 

With every good wish, I am 

7C- 

Sincerely yours, 

ALBERT H. QUIE 
Member of Congress 
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May 30, 1969 

Congressman Al Quie 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Congressman& 

I am writing in regards to three areas which I feel the integrity 
of our Overnmental institutions must be questioned on. First, 
the progress of the Faris Peace talks must be questioned on the 
basis of what the United States and South Viet Nam are offering 
to the North Vietnamese people. I feel that a free election of 
the members of both countries should be established, not under the 
peesent South Vietnamese Constitution, for to do so would mean 
no communist could vote in the election. While I abhor communism 
I feel that there are many human beings in that country who have 
a right to vote under democratic principles. I feel by allowing 
a clause that would enable all people of Viet Nam the right to 
vote for the officials of a coalition government, would enable 
a United Statep withdrawl of troops in the hideous, futile war 
going on in that country. 

The second question I wish to raise is in regards to education in 
the poverty areas of the country. I am a member of the Teacher 
Corps in Minneapolis. I have been working with inner city youth 
for some time now and feel that the core of the problem lies in 
youth who cannot adjust to the classroom situation because of low 
reading ability. I feel a positive step that we must take is to 
better the relationship of the school to the teacher and in turn 
to the community. I positive step which we can take is funding of 
"At Hone Reading Programs" which teachers and adults can work with 
and thus provide an opportunity for teachers to visit at home with 	' 
parents and also develops needed attitudes on parents behalf toward 
reading habits. Also, I feel that funding to allow a dictionary in 
every home will  include a further attitudinal uplift on behalf of 
parents. The Job Corps materials which I have reviewed quite thor-
oughly are the best possible means to develops attitudes of interest 
in life and reading. I hope you vote to opposition to a bill to 
drop funding to Job Corps. They do fantastic things with these youth. 

The third issue I would like to mention is the absurdity of the Warren 
Commission Report. If the Senate and House fails to question that lie, 
our country is in great trouble. I saw films of the shooting of Presi-
dent Kennedy that indicated quite clearly to everyone in the room that 
his head was jerking backwards from a shot fired from in front of the 
car, coming from the grassy knoll. Also, to think that one bullet 
shot both President Kennedy and the Governor is absolutely insane. 

^ • 	•■■• ■■• -.■ 	 • 	 40.0.+4.6.6104•:A-a. 	 baa 4•• ' 	 • 
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I know for a fact that only one per cent of the evidence was 
presented to the Warren Commission. Why didn't they question the 
husband, wife and family that were watching the incident from the 
grassy knoll and fell to the ground in terror because the shots 
came from over their heads? Why does the Archieves Building 
keep needed information away from the eyes of the public, including 
Oswald's income tax returns.? Why were the men that worked for the 
CIA gorillas, that were arrested behind the grassy knoll, released 
from the police and never questioned by the Commission? These 
are questions that are distorting the truth and credibility of 
the United States Government. They must be answered in the name of 
truth, justice and other priniciples that our country was estab-
lished under. 

I have great confidence in you as the most truthful congressman 
in the United States, but we have to move in the areas of positive 
improvment of mankind in a troubled world. Distortion of the truth, 
as exemplified in the Parid Peace talks and the Warren Commission 
Report will not contribute to the betterment of man and the social. 
problems of the world. We must advance toward an internaional 
state under God, where love and peace for all mankind flourishes. 
I also hope that the proposed At Home Study Program" is given 
some consideration. 

Thank you so much for you cooperation. 

• 

Most Sincerely, 

Permanent address: 

r. 
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w3.11 no t-bs 4'or coma . 
timo r  a regularly pc.:aad +rzde ceok 11.-ts 	otler 40-odd works of Joachim 
Jcoaton. Fort  in the Present climate oY public opinion, it Tiolad ,be too hatap.".24 
doaa :or eny commercial publisher t bl,lng oul a ,zoo,11-.rfnich rith atich brutai 
frankness xposc the officinl faisehooda cc-.7sriaz up the three groat Jacsasai.- 
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might conduct a new itveetiiation of his brotherll death and garish thS!real: ' 
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"The trameo -Er.'21 Ray Tioay.," 'Parts, 	and 	alxvat :451 0:,0 	;;-,41,00 for. . . 
tho 	part z;: Part 
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158-  pp., paperback f Loudon 29E7, $ 3.001 -"Tez7,,w iconntidy 	F.illed,r4 192 r,p. „paper- 
back, London ,19 C:3 	3.50; 	Issa;,.--,sin or Fall <37..:y?" 	5 pp„ b cloth , New 
York,1964t4 10,00, "Die '1ahrheit IThor den. Konnedy-Mardo (in German), 366 pp., 
cloth, Zurich, 1986, $ 6.00; "La vt.ltrite stir le cao de Jack Ruby" (in French), 
175 pp.:paperback, Paris 1967, $ 5.50. 	orders to: Joachim Joesten, 
87,70 173rd street, New York 11432, or Joachim Joesten,, Munich 13,. Gri,egstr., 
13, 0/0 Rah m, Germany. 



The Writincs of JOACHIM JOESTEN 

about tho aseassination of President John F. Kenned 

I Trade Books 
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272 pp., cloths  - Peter Dawnay Ltd., London, September 1968 
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How 	Was Killed,  192. pp4 paperback 
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The 0arrIlEOn Emliglz 158 pp: , paperback 

Peter Dannay Ltd., London, 'October 1967 

Hari dt,17 	(Oswald of -the CIA), 265 pp., 

Peter Daymay, Ltd., London, AnguSt 1967 

Oswald: The Truth, 372 pp., cloth 
Peter Yirtma,y1  Ltd., London, July 1967 - 
or-viaA.19 	 las 	 (rare book - out of print) 
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tBCS:dp 

bear Senator 

_beset.-  

i5 es 

. 	, 
Tho Warren Comission made a thorough analysis of 

the facts of the assassination and its conclusions based  
oh this analysis are plainly set forth in its report. 
every citizen is certainly free to fora his own conclusions 
oo to the facts as he understands them. The Department of 
Justice. however (as I am sure you will appreciate), is 
*imply not in a position to enter the debating lists 
against every individual who takes issue with the Camas.- 
Ilion's conclusions. 

x regret that we cannot be more helpful in respond-
ing to111111.1111111111 

Sincerely, 



Ma_ c h 2 4 1 9 

-21Crsifeb ---ferfes --,erscsfe 

7C 
Respectfully referred to 

Office of Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 

For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

	To be forwarded directly to the 
constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 

X  To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

	As requested below. 

M ' '""-- ./ 
• IDEPAI-r::T -'r IUSTiCEI It 

crl _I La I ...a, u.,
ti 

.. 	 C 
.....--• 	10/ MAR 25 1969 ..... 	c.) ,...) 	 0 
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7. r" 1.1 	I 	 R.4 O. 	
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...I 
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U.: 	 AL COUNSEillI
— c-.7 

yes e~ 

refer r 
	

to attention of 

• Mr. Avery , of my staff 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

WALTER F. MONDALE 
U. S. SENATE 

Additional comment 
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the necessar inf 

ply, 

PiQI4,71.1aL4TI"L' 

THIS MAIL SHOULL.  saw 

ANSWERED if/THIN 	HOURS 

1 
...•■••■•■•••■••••••••• 

Ccmgrefssi at die Ziniteb flptatto 

JbouSe of Representatibtst 

fillasbingtan. b.C. 

1969 

Sir: 

The attached communication 

is sent for your consideration. 

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

dponde
1F/Pur7anint 0 
ours truly, 	fl t 

M  
i\NEY C7NERA.L. 

WRAC-GETiz-ZiliK SECP. 
..,7th District, New York 

Honorable John. N. Mitchell 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washi ton, D.C. 20530 



incerel 	ours 

March 25, 1969 

Honorable Samuel S. Stratton 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.0 

Dear Congressman Stratton: 

Yesterday, March 24 a scandal paper dated March 30 
called "National Informerflappeared.on the newstands 
in Auburn. 

People who would ordinarily shun such trash bought 
the paper because of the front page headline reporting 
"John F. Kennedy still alive in guarded Dallas hospital 
room. Jackie visits hospital 340 times, shuns grave". 

It is offensive to the thinking American public 
that a scandal sheet should be permitted to spew forth 
a sensational story about our late beloved president 
and it leaves one, speechless at the power of obscenity 
in this country. 

My first inclination was to write the publishers at 
355 No. Lombard Street, Franklin Park, Illinois 60131, 
but I feared they might put me on their mailing list and 
scoff at my outrage. 

I beg you to act with other members of the Congress 
to cripple the activitiesof these people who work so 
hard to degrade the minds and mentality of their 
fellow-man. If they are not stopped soon, we are in 
serious,devastating trouble in this country that many 
of us profess to love. 

Letters sent to 
Senator Javits 
Att.Gen.Mitchell 





From WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 

Date 	3/28/69 

	

----7 	Receipt of this letter has 
been acknowledged. - Please 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

	

r7-7 	Please acknowledge receipt 
of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four-
teen days. 

PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

3/26/69 ltr fr Congressman Lou Frey Jr. 
requesting comments on enclosed ltr from 

concerning release of autopsy report o 
President Kennedy. 

120-11 
Civil Division 
Mr. Leathers 
General Litigation Form CV-1146 

(Ed. 2-27-69) 
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LOUIS FREY. JR. 
5TH Dumas?. frustum 

11. 
• 

COMMITTEES. 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 

MERCHANT MARINE AND 
FISHERIES 

00 

Con test of the artittb &WM 
3ipowit of Repregentatibet 

leasbington,35.C. 20515 

..4  
°mots. 

1315 LONOWOPITHI Roues Om= BU'  11xt,44 

WASIGNOTOM D.C. 

210 ISIOLVASO AVENUE 
COCOA, FLomos 32922 

IS Sotrn4 MAGNDUA Avinus 
ORLANDO. FLORIDA 32801 

March 26, 1969 

The Honorable William D. Ruckelshaus 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Ruckelshaus: 

As a fdrther follow-up to your reply to 
me of March 6 I am enclosing a letter received 
from 	 with further questions. 

7C,  
I should appreciate receiving your comments 

to this. 

te,:.,,„ ,..\ —, 

• - ,"",./Ir ‘..\.‘, , 	-- 	 . 	„,, V `, . 	, 

Most sincerely, ,, i',-,,-; c, ,.' 	.•?).t 
- I4 %\-  

c--_-_,-.   
, 	...,_ 	.-.7',A -,•' 	.4.2,4,--\.,,o. , ,-_--- 1 ,,..., 	.sr 	.;2.. 

Lou Frey Jr. 	-,\ 	0' 
.,  

.......--- 

Jar/eb 
iosure 

With best wishes, 
4 

"ecitstaa "" 	30 1  „ 

/1 

rIewing Ugtizatiolq Sec.- 
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March 19, 1969 

Honorable Lou Frey, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.20515 

Dear Congressman Frey: 

Thank you very much for the trouble that you have gone to in 
sending my recent letter to the Justice Department and sending me 
their reply of March 6, 1969..  

The statute referred to in the letter from the Justice Depart-. 
ment, 44USC 397e, provides that memorabilia relating to presidents 
and ex-presidents may be deposited in the archives and retained there-
in for posterity. It is also true that by agreement with the Kennedy 
family, the archivist may not release them for examination without 
the approval of the family. However, the claim to ownership by the 
Kennedy family of the autopsy pictures of thepiWe President is cer-
tainly dubious. Any claim to ownership of the1items, rifle, cart-
ridge cases, bullet, etc. pertaining to the assassination is totally 
without foundation. A federal judge had ordered these items released 
to District Attorney Garrison. Therefore, in view of the foregoing, 
I still cannot completely understand the motives of the Justice De-
partment in appealing the judge's decision. Certainly if all the 
items relating to the assassination had been permitted to be exam-
ined by independent and impartial forensic experts, as requested re-
peatedly by Congressman Kupferman of New York, there would have been 
an end, once and for all,to the speculation. 

Sincerely yours, 

11111111111111.111111 
P.S. I have learned that there is a suit pending in federal court 

to force the Government to allow a qualified forensic expert 
to examine the assassination items. 

7c 



Memorandum 
Mr. Carl Eardley 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Divia 

TO 

FROM : 	garland F 
General 
Civil 

there, Chief 
ion Section 

SUBJECT: Lett ressman Fr 

Farm DJ-, ‘0 
I 1-74 4-26-)5) 

•■-• 
UNIIED STATES GC. 	BENT 	 L-PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

DATE: April 10, 1969 

liFLumno 

129-11 

Attached is a reply to Congressman Frey which Mr. 
&sired drafted. 

In mry view, Mr. Axelrad's draft is too argumentative. 
I would prefer to respond somewhat as follows: 

inquiry of March 24, 1969, for-
ward by your/communication of March 28, 1969, 
has •eon examiiled. 

76-• While // of course, we appreciate the points 
9 	 the position which we have 

en in/Court is, we believe, the correct one. 
action involving the request by Mr. Garrison 

as dismissed before the proceed 	een 
ted. 	•e o •er 	on to which 

refers 	of course, being defended an• no 
rulings have been made in that case. 

In the circumstances, we can add nothing 
further to the letter of March 5, 1969, and 
trust that this information will permit an ade-
quate response to your constituent's letter. 

Attachment 

131g 
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' 	lawarbblos LOG. Tref, 	, 
Maass of varamsexttattcres 
litt.stezionci, 

- 	• 
to:miasma= bus 
lovarlIalsroary 15, 19EO ecassasicatica mZLLrtnga latter 

tate& 	 20 1 tr 
or  

tor t C1 	txta3. baa been referred, to Sie for 
x132-1.7 

The 1Ziepartment of 3!uctice has net taken Kay action to inter.- 
tweet improperly -with the prosecution of Clay Shear, and has  no- 
oerete. with the Tristrict Attorney. when he requested the presence 
in 'Sew Orleans of 7 agents, and. e. retired. Secret Service agent 
as prosecution witnessess. The Mespertment did defend an action 
brought 'tcr the Tx/strict Attorney for the purpose of requiring the 
Archivist of the United States to 37roduce the autopsy phcrtograPbs 
an& x-rays at the trial of Clay Shaw. These materials, by statute 
end. by agreement with the Executors of the Estate of John 1. 
lennedy, are. to remain in Archives, with access limited to offi-
cia3. federal agencies or committees end to technical experts 
	Ida& that such a.c..cess is Dn:maore& by the authorized regre- 
neaktattee of the renneCcr temily. There has been no such consent 
Coma, insofar as we ere Informed. 

'Lhasa* tInct, this Informatics. will. be  bel.pfu1 to you,. 

Sincerely Yours. 

wrsizsu rt ICUCEICIZI141113 
ksalastarrt .A.-t-torney Gmerria. 



Please acknowledge receipt 
of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four-
teen days. 

Date 	3/4/69 

/----7 	Receipt of this letter has 
been acknowledged. Please, 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
AND HERBERT E. HOFFMAN, ROOM 4117. 

3/3/69 ref fr Mr. Hoffman w/attached ltr 
addressed to Mr. John Dean fr Congressman 
L 	Jr. enclosin corres ondence 
fr 	1 	 re 
Clay Shaw. 	 ;Pc 

129-11 
Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 
General Litigation Section 
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c'S:.,(9:23-00) 
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DATE: March 3, 1969 

Stanley Rose 
CiVil Division 

Herbert E. Hoffman 
4phief, Legislative & Legal Sectian 

■4, Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

ect: Correspondence from: 

Cong. Frev re Clay Shaw Case. 

Tram: 

Sub 

. Responsibility 

To: 

X  Original of incoming correspondence attached. 

Please return attachment. 

(ZT10E ft 

MAR 4 1969 

  

Prepare reply for signature of 
forward to Herbert E. Hoffman, 

Deputy Attorney General and 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 

  

 

X  Make an appropriate reply with 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 

a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman, 

  

Department File No.: 

Miscellaneous Information: 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 

X  No interim reply is being made. 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 

SWIL DlaC\„.  
jiation §Pis- 	• 

Z",.■ 	7t,  r, 



ebruary 20, 1969 

Ir i, 1... 	jct, 

Honorable Lou Frey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr.. Frey: 

As you have no doubt read, Mr. Clay Shaw is now on trial in 
New Orleans for conspiring to murder the late President.Kennedy. 
District Attorney Jim Garrison has requested that certain items 
connected with the assassination and now held in the National Ar-
chives be sent to New Orleans to be used as evidence in the trial. 
Judge Charles W. Halleck of the District of Columbia Court of General 
Sessions has granted the request and ordered the Archivist to take 
the items to New Orleans. Now the Justice Department has announced 
that it is going to appeal the order and thus has blocked the re-
quest of Mr. Garrison. 

I wish to protest bitterly this action by the Federal Government. 
In the name of God, why is there this never ending effort to block 
the uncovering of the truth about the assassination of President Ken-
nedy? [One witness at the trial has testified that he was ordemiby 
the FBI to keep his mouth shut about seeing two men in the window 
of the School Book Depository.] Judge Halleck has even offered to 
allow the National Archives not to send the items to New Orleans 
if they would allow Dr. Cyril Wecnt, a noted forensic pathologist, 
to examine the items. The Justice Department has refused to allow 
even this. I thought that certainly when a new administration took 
over in Washington there would be an end to this vicious obstruction-
ism. Can nothing be done to let the truth come out? 

In his recent book, "Six Seconds in Dallas", Professor Josiah 
Thompson has proved beyond any reasonable doubt that Oswald alone 
could not possibly have assassinated the President. And yet, Mr. 
Garrison alone is trying to see that justice is done. Can you do 
anything to get the Justice Department to withdraw its opposition 
to Mr. Garrison's getting the evidence he needs? 

Sincerely yours, 
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