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.Tour .letter to Senator Mondale concerning the 
availability of evidence relating to the assassination 
of President Kennedy has been referred to me for 

-r7 	• 	- 

The Warren Commission . gathered a vast amount of  
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 26-Volt! 
Hearings,  or is available to researchers at the National 
Archives. = The relatively small, portion which is not imow 
available to the public consists primarily of national 
security intelligence or investigative reports — dealing , 
largely with activities far removed from the assassination 
itself -- which if disclosed might compromise confidential 
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the lives 
of individuals abroad. Public availability of other informa-
tion had been delayed pending completion of the prosecution 
of Jack Ruby, but this information has now been released. 
All of the Commission material which has not yet been released 
will be reviewed periodically until all of it has been made 
available to the public.  

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
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THIS. MAIL SHOULD BE - 

ANSWERED WITHIN 46 HOURS 

Receipt was acknowledged 	  

qA1- numsrr---: 

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 

.DATE: 	Feb. 20, 1968 

'11Cniieb Ziales -.Senate 
RE: 

C7%  
spe ctfully referred to 

Cjongressional Liaison 
1:) )partmeht of Justice 

it 

Washington, D. C. 
crl  

For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

XX To be forwarded directly to the 
constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 

To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

As requested below. 

Additional cornme.'ts  	9 	7/1 

, 
FEB 21 19.31. se, . 

Please refer response to attention of  

 

Gary Avary 

 

,  of my staff  , 

   

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

WAT TER F. MONDALE 
SENATE 



February 4, 1968 

Senator Walter F. Mondale 
443 Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Mondale: 

I am writing you in the hope that you can 
use your influence in releasing all inform-
ation immediately th*t is being kept secret 
for various periods of time on the Kennedy 
assassination. 

Since there seems so much doubt and 
suspicion - even after four years - this 
would seem the only course of action to 
dispel the questions of the majority of the 
people in our country. 

It is my understanding that Mr. Garrison 
of New Orleans will soon be briaging his case 
against Mr. Shaw to trial very soon. Surely 
this would be a most opportune time to bring 
all facts out into the open. 

I believe it would be most appropriate 
for our men in Congress to act on this matter 
now. 
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emorandum 
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T of 1,STS0V. 

o,rt 	pot-roar, 2/ , 1969 

strajtc-r: 

. W1111-.31 A. Gershuny 
Attorney 
General 1.4.rigatioi,'  Section 

New land P. 	 a, cl.iat 
General

Z  t 

	Settioo 

-Chaired States o. One 6.5 mm. Maroalittar-Cart no 
Military Rifle, Model 91-36, Serial. No. C276 

etc. (U. S .D .0. N.D. Texas, Dallas Dio Dio 

Attioo No. 3-1171)  

In accordance with our conference with mr. m.meAny, 
I am forwarding the memorandum from VW. Wei-S1 to 

Mr. Vinson relating to the forfeiture case. I assume 
it is clear that pending formal transfer of the case 
Criminal is responsible for making any necessary response 
to the motion forwarded by the United States Attorney 
under letter of February 21, 1965, and taking any other 
steps which may become necessary. 
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MAIL SHOULD BE 	- 

ANSIMIED WITHIN 1.8 HOURS 

!Receipt was acknowledged 

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division:- 

orgpmerw■r+rror7reti'"-  -'—'tjait,jt-tE-- -svrtvr7.:!tg,;x..rrrgeyirrrt7rrf. 

Department of Justice 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Washington, D. C. 

RECEIVED 
Sir: 

FE t1 Z 7 1963 
The attached communication 

is sent for your cOIPAIMOPIV/Sia 

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

the necessary information for re- 

y, returning  thwnasySitft5e- 
\ 

spondence with your answer. 
1963 

Yours truly, 

CO RR MAI • 4 

JAMES  C. GORMAN 
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ATTOR= 
PARISH or ORLEANS 
S TA= OF 1.0171 SIA.-NA 

2700 Tur..,ANE AvExtrz 
NEw Olzi.mAxs 70119 

February 21, 1968 
7Tax G.L.lusxsow 
minsmrArmitrmy 

PRESS RELEASE 

Kerry Wendell Thornley today was charged with committing 

perjury before the Orleans Parish Grand Jury during his 

testimony on February 8, 1968. The perjury charges were 

based on his sworn testimony before the Grand Jury to the 

effect that he did not think he had met Lee Oswald in New 

Orleans in 1963. -Evidence indicates that he did. 
• 

When the Warren Commission hearings were held in 1964 

Thornley testified that Oswald was a "Communist" when they 

were in the Marines together in California, prior to Oswald's 

1959 departure for Russia. Thornley was the Commission's 

star witness concerning Oswald's early "left wing" orienta-

tion.
l 
 Inasmuch as Oswald really was never at any time a 

1. Since this portrait of Oswald as a demented Marxist was 
not forthcoming from the other Marines, the testimony 
of most of them was presented simply in the form of 
brief affidavits. Thornley's image-creating testimony 
lasted for 33 pages, at the end of which little doubt 
was left about Lee Oswald's commitment to Communism 
and his qualifications as an assassin. 

To see how starkly Thornley's florid portrait of (...swald 
contrasts with the recollection of the other MarfileS, 
see Addendum at the end of this press release. 

• I 
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"Communist" -- nor even inclined in that direction -- and 

inasmuch as he was sent to Russia as an employee of the 

-.United States Government, it was necessary to have a major 

witness testify in great detail to create an early image 

as a Marxist so that there would not be too much public 

curiosity about the real reasons for Oswald's abrupt departure 

from the Marine Corps to sail to'Russia.2  Thornley's Warren 
. 	• 

Commission testimony concerned his observations of tits 
r 

Marxist"personality during their service together at El Toro 

'Marine BaSe in California in 1959. He testified that he 

had not seen Oswald since. Thornley's own long residence 

in New Orleans, after his discharge, from 1961 through 1963 

was not examined in any depth. 

2. The Report of the Warren Commission infers that Oswald 
somehow must have learned Russian on his own,-ostensibly 
in preparation for his forthcoming defection. Actually, 
Oswald was taught Russian bythe_Uni-ted-Btates_gover1117.7 
ment, as 	indicated by Lieutenant Colonel Folsom's 

. td-itimony-duringwhich he happened to refer to one of 
Oswald's grades in a U.S. Armed Forces Russian examina-
tion (Volume VIII, p. 307). The formal designation 
for this Russian examination was "Department of the 

- Army, Adjutant General's Office, PRT-157. Oswald took 
. the Russian examination on February 25, 1959, while 

stationed at El Toro Marine Base in - California. . 



-3 

Nor was there any runt in Thornley's Warren Commission 

testimony that he had'any connection in New Orleans with 

individuals or organizations engaged in anti-Castro activity. 

Least of all was there any hint that he was connected here 

with persons who were connected with Lee Oswald -- persons 

who played active roles in creating the picture of Oswald 

as still being a "Communist" in 1963 shortly before the 

assassination. Nor was there any indication of his having 

met, following his discharge from the Marines, one of the 

men presently under a charge related to the assassination. 

Like a number of young men who have been identified as CIA 

employees, tHornley had a post office box in the federal 

building across from Banister's office. Such post office 

boxes are customarily used by federal employees with clan- 
- -- 

destine assignments as "message drops" as well as an acceptable 
• 

excuse for regular visits into a federal building. Another 

•of the young men having such a post office box was Lee 

Harvey Oswald. What this means is simply that Kerry Th6inley 

and Lee Oswald were both part of the covert federal operation 

operating in New Orleans. The only difference between Oswald 

and the other young CIA employees was that, having_pex.formed.  

a flamboyant Russian assignment for his country, he had a 

beautiful potential as a decoy in the assassination -- a 

potential which, as it happened, his employeKsji.d not 

waste. Thornley actually lived across Lafayette Square 



frord the old post 

-4- 

office building and from the Newman 

Building, in which.dswald later was seen, prior to his 

moving 'into.  the French Quarter. At the time of the assassina- 

tion Thornley was living on Dauphine Street a block and 

a half downtown from Esplanade. Shortly after the assassina- 

.tion he departed abruptly for the Washington, D.C. area, 

where he remained until after his testimony before the 

:Warren Commission. 

By a curious stroke of luck Thornley, during his New Orleans 

residence, wrote a book based on Lee Oswald. He completed 

it about the time of the assassination. As luck would have 

it, the man he wrote about ended up being charged with 

assassinating the President. Apparently no one else had 

written a book about Oswald prior to the assassination and, 

in due course, it found its way to a publisher. 

Ip• 

The Central Intelligence Agency elements which accomplished 
---------------------- 

the execution of President Kennedy included, in addition to 

the ambush squad of professional assassins used in Dallas, 

individuals working on custodial assignments and on Lmage- . 

creating assignments. The techniques used in creating a 

Communist image for Oswald were: persuading him by means of 

a pretext to engage in certain activities (such as handing 

out "Fair Play for Cuba" pamphlets), having other a..oloyees 

play his part in more inculpatory tableaux (such as appear-

ing at the Mexican Consul here and inquiring as to whether 



he could "bring a rifle into Mexico" or ostensibly receiving 

money being paid to him in the courtyard of the Cuban Conaul 

in Mexico City) and testifying, after the assassination, 

that Oswald was indeed a deranged Communist. 

Like all large bureaucratic federal agencies, however, the 

Ceptral Intelligence Agency is capable of goofing. In.spite 

ofl  the carefully contrived insulation and the countless 

red herrings it planted along the way, it goofed with regard 

to Thornley -- apparently because by mid-December things 

appeared to be well under control. A few weeks after the 

assassination Thornley abruptly cleared out of his. Dauphine 

.Street apartment, leaving a note for his landlord that he 

had to go to a town just outside of Washington, D.C. Thornley" 

remained on ice in Arlington, Virginia until it came time 

for him to testify that Oswald had been a Communist way back 
• 

In their Marine days. Ordinarily, the connections to our 

one government agency specializing in assassination are more 

carefully concealed. However, by December 13, 1964, the 

Warren Commission had been selected, with the reassuring 

presence of Allen Dulles, the former head of the CIA, and 

the situation must have appeared to be well under control. 

When Spring of 1964 arrived and the time came for his word 

picture of Oswald, Thornley testified not only that he had 

been a "Marxist" but that he "had a persecution cowl{ x" 

"was emotionally unstable" and "wanted a place in history". 



Inasmtch as the defendant had already safely ,seen executed -- 

, - 
- the standard fate of the decoy in professional assassinations -- 

these words now became part of the official picture of Lee 

Oswald and his years as a CIA employee were - buried with him. 

In such a fashion, with key witnesses produbed to attest to 
it 
1 	• 	- the needed fictions at crucial points,did the Warren 

Cobamission turn day into night, up into down -- and achiev'e 

a harmonious continuity of the tableau produced by the 

architects of. President Kennedy's assassination. That is 
- - 

why the concealment of the involvement of dlements-of the 

CIA was so successful -- because the seven,distinguished 

men on the Warren Commission literally adopted the scenario 

developed by the assassins.3  Their giving official status 

to the fraudulent fairy tale made it extremely difficult 
... ----.•.--- 

 

3. With one notable exception: one of the - main objectives  
of the assassination, in addition to removing a President 
who had reached a detente with Castro and was working 
toward new_unders-tandings-with-Russi-e,7W-aa to establish 
an excuse, acceptable-  tb-ah-Wg-a-th-ecic public, to invade 
Cuba. Prior to the President's assassination careful-
scenes had been set up to connect Oswald with Cuba so 
as to create the inference that the assassination was a 
plot directed from Cuba, hence justifying invasion. The 
Warren Commission readily accepted the false picture of 
Oswald as a "Communist" but compromised the original 
plan.by_making him  a_f1one-'2 	 assassin, as the result of 
which some of the men who initiated the assassination 
are unhappy still at not achieving their entire objective. 
That it made this "liberal compromise" does not alter 
the fact that the Warren Commission adopted the basic 
fiction created by the planners of the assassirion to 
make the world believe that a "lonely Marxist" hit killed 
President Kennedy. 



• to learn what really did happen to John Kennedy -- 

especially when the new President issued an executive order 

concealing much of the crucial evidence for 75-years. 

With regard to Thornley, the total absence of any details 

in his Warren Commission testimony concerning his relation-

ships in New Orleans with relevant individuals reveals. 

his 33-page picture of "Oswald at El. Toro" to be synthetic• 

and representative of the fictional nature of the entire 

fraudulent "investigation". When the time comes that it 

is desired to determine when we ceased to live in a free 

society, it will be found that the change occurre&on.  

November 22, 1963 -- the day the credibility gap began. 

•• 

JIM GARRISON 

1cs 



Following are some examples of the evaluations of the other 
Marine associates of Oswald as to his rabid "CommUnist" 
orientation: 

• 

Nelson Delgado: "He would discuss his ideas, but not 
anything against our Government or -- nothing Socialist, 
mind you" (Volume VIII, p. 246). 

Donald Camarata: "I have no recollection...of any remarks 
on his part concerning Communism, Russia or Cuba" 
(Volume VIII, p. 317). 

Peter Connor: 	never heard Oswald make any anti- 
American or pro-Communist statements. He claimed to 
be named after Robert E. Lee whom he characterized as 
the greatest man in history" (Volume VIII, p. 317). 

Allen D. Graf:. "Oswald never gave to me any indication 
'of favoring Communism or opposing capitalism" 
(Volume VIII, p. 318). 

John R. Heindel: "Although I generally regarded Oswald . 
as an intelligent person, I did not observe him to be 
particularly interested in politics or international 

*affairs" (Volume VIII, p. 318). 

Henry J. Roussel, Jr.: "I recall no serious political 
remarks on the part of Oswald" (Volume VIII, p. 321). 

•Mack Osborne: "I do not recall any remarks on his part 
concerning Communism, Russia or Cuba" (Volume VIII, p. 322). 

Richard D. Call: "I do not recall Oswald's making serious 
remarks with regard to the Soviet Union or Cuba" 
(Volume VIII, p. 323). 

It is thought provoking that the only one of Oswald's former 
Marine comrades who testified that he was a "Marxist" --
one of the star witnesses for the Warren Commission -- is 
also the only one who was in personal association with Oswald 
in New Orleans in 1963 just before he returned to Dallas before 
the assassination. It is equally thought provoking that 'this 
former Marine comrade, whose testimony is so curiously different 
from all of the others, was also in the company, in 1963, of 
one of the men now charged in connection with the assassination 
of President Kennedy. And it is particularly thought provoking 
that this man's associates and pattern of activity in 1963 
plainly mark him as an employee, like Lee Oswald, of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 
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Carl Eardley 
First Assistant 
Civil Division 

Martin F. Richman 
First Assistant 
Office of Legal Counsel 

Citizen small on Warren Commission  

cc Files 
Richman 
Copeland 
Schmidt 

As you probably know„ this Office.bas aninme 
most of the citizen mail addressed to the-President 
and the Department, running into hundreds of letters, 
relating to the aftermath of tbeWarren Commiision 
'report. « Since most of the letters very quickly fell 
into patterns,, we developed some standard form para-
graphs for the replies, dealing with such matters as 
demands for a new inquiry based on the statements of 
the critics of the report, the withholding of some 
of the evidence, the circumstances relating to the 
autopsy pictures, etc. These farms. were developed 
in the fall of 1966 with the approval of the Attorney 
General. 

The form relating to the basic criticism of the 
results of the Commission and demands for a new inquiry 
is as follows: 

"The authors who have criticized the con- 
clusions of the Warren Commission do not claim 
to have any significant new evidence, so far as 
we are aware. Rather, their criticisms and de- 
mands for a new inquiry are based upon different 
conclusions they have drawn from parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the 
Commission. The Commission made a thorough 
inquir7, and detailed analysis of the facts 
concerning the assassination.. The evidence 
amply supports- the basic conclusions of the 
Commission. In these circumstances, we see 
no basis for a new inquiry." 

Ion 
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The Warren Coianission gathered a vast _amount of:: 
material, much of it having only-remote Connection - with 
the assassination. , The bulk ofthe material that was 
before the Commisaion either was published in its . 26• 
volume Hearings  or is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. 	relatively small portion which 
is not now available 'to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligende or investigative reports --
dealing largely with activities far removed from the assas-
sination itself -- which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail-
ability of other information had been delayed pending 
completion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this in-
formation has now been released. All of the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to 
the public._ 

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy-were transferred to the 
National Archives by hie family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
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THIS MASI, SHOULD PE 	- 

D 
DATE: February 27, 1968 

'11Cnifeb Zialez Zenafe 

Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

XXX  To be for.ardd directly to the 

	

const,j.tue 	14th a copy to me 
for my.'inrntion and records. 

To me, in--upicate to accompany 
return of=e4ic.sure. 

f, 
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As requed below. 

Additional cornmenis: 
I 
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QF --Lf.GAL fjOLIN8Eft  

Please refer response to attention of  

	

Mr. Avery 	of my staff  , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

WALTER F. ..,.IONDALE 
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February 1, 1968 

Senator Walter Mondale 
Washington, D. C. 

Honorable Sir: 

After watching the District Attorney from New Orleans on the 
Johnny Carson Shaw last night I came to the conclusion that a 
"Credibility Gap" does indeed exist, and that it is consider-
ably wider than the majority of the people realize. 

It'is the duty of you, in Congress, who are supposed to-rep-
resent the people of the United States, to begin doing some-
thing about it. If you cannot, or will not act, then I sug-
gest that you quit -- let someone else do it. 

I strongly urge that you begin with Mr. Garrisonfs case on 
the assassination of President Kennedy so that this issue may be 
settled without a shadow of a doubt. 

This country is supposed to be a Democracy -- well, then let's 
begin to operate it like a Democracy. The people of the United 
States do have a right to know the truth -- at all times and 
about all things. They hare not been getting it for some time. 

Before we go ramming around the world, attempting to run other 
/ countries -- let's start right here at home and build a govern- 

ment that will again have the respect of the people here at homew 
It will then follow that we will receive the respect and the trust 

--of people ofthe-other-countries.---- Let the-elected-representatives 
formulate our Domestic and Foreign Policies and not a bunch of 
bureaucrats and James Bond types , 	the C. I. A. 



Your letter to Senator Mondale concerning ihef:- 
availability of evidence, relating to the assassination 
ofPresident Kennedy has been referred to me for reply..  

. 
The Marren, Commission gathered. a vast amount of 

material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
_before the Commission either was published in its 2f-
volume Hearings  or is available to researchers at the 
National ArchiVes. The relatively'small portion, which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investigative reports -- 
dealing largely with activities far removed from the as 
sassination itself -- which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail-
ability of other information had been delayed pending 
completion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this in-
formation has now been released. All of the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to 
the public. 

The photographs and Z-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
inspection by any government body having authority to in-
vestigate matters relating to the assassination. They will 
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Records Administration Office 
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9Jenifeb -States Zerrate 

c:1  Firpea---tfully referred to 
Congressional Liaison 

1-1  lespaetment of Justice 	N 
WasITAngton, D. C. 
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Mr. Andrew J. Sciambra 
Assistant District Attorney 
Pariah of Orleans 
2O Wane Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Dear Mr. Setasirras 

Tear letter of February 19, 1968, directed to Mr. J. 
Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, in 
ehich you requested information relative to /we Harvey OswaIdle 
alleged presence in the Jackson and Clinton, Undo:Lana, area 
in the late summer of 1963, has been forwarded to me for reply. 

We note from your letter of January 22, 1968, to 
Mr. Elmer Litchfield, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, that icor knowledge of Oswales whereabouts is 
apparently predicated on information fUrnished to you by 
Mr. Reeves Morgans, Jackson, lausnat, who, it is alleged, 
Itirnished sirdlar Information to the FBI after the assassination. 

As we have prarriouray informed you in our letter of 
February 14, 1968, a review of the file* of the Bureau and of 
their New Orleans Office fails to reveal any contact with 
Mr. Morgan in commotion with the assassination investigation. 
Mr. Morgan was Interviewed by the FBI in August of 1963, but 
this concerned a totally unrelated matter. 

The Bureau has rii- other informa-tion concerning 
Oswald** alleged presence in the Jackson and Clinton, Louisiana, 
area in the late sumer of 1963. 

Sincerely, 
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