
raises certain questions about the warren uomma.sSIOn Report. 

The President has asked me to respond to sour letter 
concerning the letter offT5'.U, 17......1== r''.. 	which 7c 
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Honorable Alton Lennon 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. !sermons 

 

The Warren Commission made a thorough inquiry and de-
tailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. 
The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the 
Commission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always 
open to receive new evid ence beari_ng on the assassination 
if anyone uncover valid ndw eviddnce. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy are public knowledge. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material, 
much of is having only remote connection with the assassina-
tion. The bulk of the material that was before the Commission 
either was published in its 26-volume Hearings or is available 
to researchers at the National Archives. The relatively small 
portion which is not now available to the public consists pri-
marily of national security intelligence or investigative re-
ports--dealing largely with activities far removed from the 
assassination itself--which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopard- 
ize the lives of ine.f.vidt;n1f 	: 	Public availability of 
other inform, 	' 	 - 	cc-1,2tion of the 
prosecution of,' 
	

has now been 
released. All of the fLs-sis_ 	.17terial which has not yet 
been released will be 	 priodically until all of it 
has been made available to 	public. 
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Martin F. Richman 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

Office of Legal Counsel 
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Fon G- 9 2 
(id. 9-28-66). 

To: 	Mrs. Alice Copeland 
	 41. Lt.:!3.4, 

cr)Uitisa 

Room 5131 - OLC 

From: 	Herbert E. Hoffman 
r • -14-' Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

Subject: Correspondence from: 

	. Lennon re ltr fr 	 re the Warren 

Commission Report. 

 

  

 Responsibility 

Prepare reply for signature of Deputy Attorney General and 
forward to Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 

XX  Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman, 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 

Department File No.: None 

Miscellaneous Information: 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 

No interim reply is being made. 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 

 

_a_ Original of incoming correspondence attached. 

Please return attachment. 

4J~ 

, 

9 -/7 
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Byr'di4ectIon, 

tsar ` 
/ 

of Sanders 
Legislative CounIseli 
to the President 	 

MAP 

of the President: 

j 

• 

T 	WHITE HOUSE OFFIC 

REF ETIRA.L. 

To: Honorable Warren Christopher 
Deputy Attorney General 

Date: February 6, 1968 

ACTION REQUESTED 

	 Draft reply for: 
	 President's signature. 
	 Undersigned's signature. 

RECEIVED 

fzIE S 1g69 

Dapr.:71.:torzoy C=9:c4 

NOTE 
	Memorandum for use as enclosure to 

reply. 

XXX  Direct reply. 
XXXXXX  Furnish information copy. 

	 Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

	 Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

	 For your information. 

	 For comment.  

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 

Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

XXX  Letter: 	 Telegram: Other: 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Subiect: 

The President.  
Cong. Alton Lennon 
February 5, 1968 
Req info for constituent, 
Commission Report. 

re the Warren 

/2 ; 	(Copy to remain with correspondence) 



7.'--- Alton Zennon, 

Most sincerely, 	- 

//r'-----  

"141$17c)  

COUNTIES 

BLADEN 	HOKE 
BRUNSWICK 	NEW HANOVER 
COLUMBUSROBESON 
CUMBERLAND SCOTLAND 

Congrezz ot tbe itittiteb Eptateci 
iootto of Repreoentatibto 

agbington, a.c. 20515 

A 

Comharrers, 
ARMED SERVICES 

MERCHANT MARINE 
AND FISHERIES 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is my understanding that Chief Justice Warren has a 
rigid policy of not commenting on any part of the Report or 
the work of his Commission. 

Thank you for your kind assistance in supplying informa-
tion of interest to the M3nPer of a T7 station in my District. 

/ 	// 

07R 4. 	-11P%akt .  
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70130 

February 15, 1968 

Mr. Nathaniel E. Kossack 
First Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Tully: 

As per our telephone conversation today, enclosed 
herewith is a copy of the memorandum I dictated to the 
Kennedy Assassination Investigation file maintained in this 
office. 

I attach herewith for your handy reference a copy 
of the memorandum directed to you by Gene S. Palmisano dated 
January 22, 1968, concerning the conversation I referred to 
in my memorandum of February 14, 1968. 

Since,y, 

LOUIS C. LaCOUR 
United States Attorney 

LCL:cbu 
Encls. 

1.74 TrIPL"' 
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March I, 1968 

mss. Margaret Reebler 
Rouse of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Realer,: 

This is in further reaponse to youlF,Te7eunitien of 
February 15, 190 tramr,aittinr a latter froat„...„„H„ZI7=1 
in which she expresses concern about the validity of the Warren 
Report. 

The Warren Co mission gathered a vast amount of material, 
such of it having only,  rpnote coenection with the masassination. The 
bulk of the r/aterizl that ws before the Ca;2isaion either 'eon pub-
lished in its 26-vo1ume klparines or is available to researchers at 
the rational Archives. The relatively small portion which Is pest 
now amnileble to the public consists primarily of national secerity 
intellieence or inventieetive reeerts 	decline largely with activi- 
ties far reeved from the ansassination itself 	which if disclosed 
niaht coepromise confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. A1/ of the coemiseion 
eeterial Tables has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
umtil all of it has been eade available to the public. 

The photoeranha and X-rayn taken in cennection with the 
autonsy of ?resident Kennedy were tranaferred to the National Archives 
by his fanily under restrictions which the governnent accepted persuant 
to the statute eovernine the deposit of historical materials rel./sting 
to former presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
inspectice by any government body havine authority to irvestleata net-
tere relating to the assassination. They will also be available, after 
a fie-yNir period, for ncnocficiill insectioo by e7,,..pertm in patholoey 
or rolatc,d nreitn o 	 sl;blect to restrietion3 s°,,sitahle to the 
rabjl,ct ,natter of tlicft4e,  nictures. 

Enclosure //  

Records 
Chrono 
Hennagin 
Mr. Vinson 
DAG 

1031 



a 

it s o J1 ; 	thht the rlafAt mznnin:!t'ul evi.le=ee of 
autopsy findiots consists of the expert analysis evade by the doctors 
who performed the autopsy: the X-rays and fihotographs are simply a 
record of what the doctors saw and evaluated. Two of the doctors who 
performed the autorsy of the late.President and testified before the 
Commissicn have examined the X-rays and photoersphs in the Archives and 
informed the press that the pictures corroborate the findings to which 
they had testified. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 
Warren Comnission do not claim to have any sienificant new evidence, 
so far as we are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a 
new inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drxwn from 
parts of the same body of evidence that was esseined by the Commission. 
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. The evidence amply supports the 
basic conclusions of the Commission. In these circumstances. vs nee 
no basis for a new inquiry. 

I hope that this information will be helpful. Your enclosure 
-is returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

PRED M. VINSON. Jr. 
Assistant Attorney Ceneral 

v-- 



Congregg of the Ziniteb ibtateg 

ibouoe of IkepreSentatibet 

58asbington. 

February 15, 196 8 

— $ Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 
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PLEASE EXPEUTE  

THIS MAIL SHOULD P1. 3  

ANSciERED WITHIN 	HOURS 

Receipt vas acknowledged 	l-N(/  

Congressional Liaison 
Dept. of Justice 

Sir: 

The attached communication 

is sent for your consideration. 

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

the necessary information for re-

ply, returning the enclosed corre-

spondence with your answer. 
• 

all Yours truly, 

I 

/ --/i/  M. C. 
Please answer each of the points in 
the letter, framing_ response suit.able.-.-  
for enclosure to constituent. 
Attn: Ginny BulgARTMENT OF IUSTiCEI 

c,""'"/ 	 FEB. P.2 1968 	9  
. 	.• •.7., 	• 

CR 
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Dear Miss Heckler, 

Last night I had thv occlslon to 3e— ,:/m ,;arm gyp 

on television, who comp/-tf-ly refz.;ed the .."-arren r.3 port, 

He claims that the truth 	beintz 	 L'y the 

1 	 government for national ::ticurity ls sake. fo me his 

evidence seemed valid and conclusive. Cn one hand, I 

understand why something of this sort should he sucpressed, 

but on the other, I am wondering if actions of chis type 
1 

are right, and if maybe the truth should he ;ci:osed. It 

is somewhat annoying to know that there are files con-

cerning the assassination that are seale,' unVii 20);. 

It obvlously points to the f.,ct that somethiL.z 1a tene 

concealed from the present, .rld it makes me wonder 

about the honor of this country. I, my4- elf, 

see the truth ex nosed, but reel very limitcf!. 	z1;_zc_ I 

realize the whole issue is being suppres&r.:', 

concern such as this letter will probably be 1.1normj 

appe=ased with lies. 

I would like to know if there is any wad  tn,c is 

people of _the countzy.-could see certain filx4:, 

and sealed files. And I would like to see ec- E.-r.; eff - rt 

made to Insure that Garrison zeta fill coolzezaci - _in 

his trial. In other words, must-this Issue - contlm:c-

be hushed over and obscure? 



Cins4  .11 
This is the first ti ,  !7: I 

"my Congresman" or Cort.7v:,.ln,th1:7 	'f-e,.;e I 

have felt that it world %11,1 	 ht '. nt. . Is 	he 

only way that I can sho ii: oicr 	t 	 matter 

that should concern ever:, American. 

I would greatly appreciate a response to tht 7-: 'letter 
,/. 

informing me more about the situation and roslti..; 

me to further action. 

Thank you for your time and concern. 

Sincerely, 

7c 
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Files 
Copeland 
Schmidt 

Honorable L. C. Arende 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Arends: 

/ei 

You have requested our consideration of the 	—4: 
attached letter ofill=111111111.111conceraing the f  
availability of evidence relating to the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 26-
volume Hearings  or is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investigative reports --
dealing largely with activities far removed from the as-
sassination itself -- which if disclosed might ccmpromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail-
ability of other information had been delayed pending 
ccmpletion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this in-
formation has now been released. All of the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to 
the public. 

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 

• 14 

r-7 1W s 90 
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inspection by any government body having authority to 
investigate matters relating to the assassination. They 
will also be available, after a five-year period, for 
non-official inspection by experts in pathology or related 
areas of science, subject to restrictions suitable to the 
subject matter of these pictures. 

I hope this information is of interest to .1111111111M 7 
Sincerely, 

Frank N. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



• 

• 
L.C.:4RtNdS,M.C. 

17114 CIZTletcf, 

MINORITY WHIP 
" 4,1* rk.**A• O. do; o." IN; 44' 

	 cfyfi 

taastingtort, 33.C. 

February 14, 1968 

Attorney General of the 
United States 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Sir: 	 1 

I an taking the liberty to transmit to 
you the enclosed litter received fromr"7""rv=1" 

. 	 - 	- 

in wnicn 	raises the question or certain 
evicence related to the assassination of President 
Kennedy not being released to the public. 

I would appreciate such advice as you can 
give me on the matter. 

Sincerely, 

LCA : sm 

Enclosure 

:AT /-• 

S. 	 71. 	 Cosa 
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1:ioes 
Copeland 
S,7.17,11.(it 

Honorable Bob Casey 
House of Representatives 
tonshington, D.C. 20515 

(2- 

Dear Con7„resoman: 

You h., rr.r=or:',.t-cd oor consideration of the attached 
1Ltter ofiL__, 	 , _coucerning the availability 
C. (1.%i.;: 	1,..... .,4 	 zooazoinatico, of President 
Kennedy. 

The Vierron Conmission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it havin3 only remete connection with 
the assassination. Mc bulk of the matorial that 
before the. Commission either yes published in its ';/3-volume 

or is available to researchers at the 1:ational 
Archives. The relatively small portion which  is not now 
available to the'public consists primarily of national 
security intellience or inveati4ative reports 	cealin; 
lsr7ely with activities far removed from the assassination 
itself -- which if disclosed mi4ht compronise confidential 
sources or technicues, or in some cases jeooardize the lives 
of individuals iabrczd. Public availability of other informa- 
tion no.6 icon cela7rat: 	c=4‘,_!ien of 	2ro3eoution 
of Jack Ruby, b-ut tn::s in'ior=tion 	ocw been rciesee. 
All 

 
of the Cor=cission material which has not yet been released 

will be reviet:ee periodically until all cf it has been :zade 
available to the public. 

The photolrapha and :-..ra-rs taken in connection with 
the autopsy of ?resident Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives 5y his famoly uador restrictions which 
the, Government accepted pursuont to the statute governinz 
the eeposit of hf5torical materials relatlnz to former presi-
dents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
inspection by any government body navin4 authority to 

/033 



investigate matters relating to the assassination. They . 
will 	b 	 n 	 peiod, for 
nonofficia/ insecotien by exertz in pathology or related 
areas of science, subject to restrictions suitable to the 
subject matter of the pictures. 

T hi, 'ri-o this if_ormatian will be' of interest to 

Martin F. Richman 
Actin Azsistant Attorney General 

Office of Legal Counsel 

Attachment 
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Honorable Joseph H. Nontoya 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Bear Senator exintayar' 

Files 
Copeland 

Your leteer to the Atternee Cer-ee reeeeetiee 
consideration of eee letter of 	eiald _ 
associates concernine, the availeeeeity ce evieence 
relating, to tte assassination of kresident Kennedy, 
has been referred to we for reply. 

The Warren Commission 3athered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assessination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 26-
volume Hearinee or is available to researchers at the 
National Arcnives. The relatively small portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investigative reports --
dealing largely with activities far reecved from the as-
sassination itself -- which if disclosed mi:ht ccmpromise 
confidential sources cr technicues, or in se-me eases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. ?ublic avail-
ability of otner inforeaticn had been delayed dancin3 
ccmpletion of the prcsecutica nf Jac:: ".- eby, but this in-
formaticn has now been released. All of the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to 
the public. 

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of ?resident Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restricticns which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the stetute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 

r!fmo-r) 	mtarti. 
-1 C" '".ry".•`73  EEc.  

MA' ^ 1968 q 
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presieents. The autopsy pictures arc available for 
official inspection by any government body having author-
ity to investigate clatters relating to tne assassination. 
They will aiso be avaiia..)1e, azter a five-year period, 

Pc11-°E:7I4q 1-0;2 19.1),, Y 	4-'11 	 04 
related areas of science, subject to re.7.trictions suitable 
LC) 	Lubicat 	o. tnese piccureL;. 

/ be thiz 	 will be c interest to 

Sincerely, 

Frank H. Wczencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



7.7Y,71-11;7 TTE 

THIS MAIL SHOULD BE 

ANSWERED WITHIN 48 HOURS feb Zia:fez Zenate 

Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 

7ehrary 13, 196C. 

Hor.or,-,'e Ramsey Cl ark 
Attorney 
2=rtment of jucti.oe 
Ccnstitution 3etween 3tb 3c 1 0th 
Washinr,ton, 2. C. 20530 

 

frtm „ • 	,/,911,1 	 t17. -̂11*,  7 "- 	;ppc: 

aer1y r.rotef:"f 	ctuld tro7de :Le vith coniments 
on tne 	 des::ribed in tne attac=ent so that Imi7ht te 
in furt::er touzn 	my ocnotituents. 

you for thi:: and test courtesies, 

Sinzeraly, 

JILtn 

7:nited   :enator 

//. 	 / 

• .

▪  

7; 

____ • _ • 	-4 
- 	 •x• 
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Dear Mr. Montoya: 	, " • 

We, the undersigned, feel that you who represent us 
should bring out Into the open the investigation of 
the assassination of President John Xennedy. Being 

CPW/cn 

 
WHOLESALE JOBBER FOR Fl.'.HING 	

.
:TACKLE 

I 

10( 

;- 	. 	• • 

A 
7:•.; . 	 • 	 February 2, 1968 	• •t• 

• ; 	s 	!; 
• . -_-• 

• 
• 

. 	 • 

, 	• . 	• 

• ; 	 - sir. 

Mr. Joseph M. Montoya 
United States Senate 
WaShington, D. C. . 20515 

' 	4 , 

:•: 	- 

!. 
144 

- 	' 

qualified voters and tax payers, we are entitled to 
know all of the facts given to the commission which 	 i • , i !: . 
led them to reach tbE; decision published in the Warren 	

. 

 

Report. This should be made public now - not as 	I L 
--1 

history - seventy-five years from today. . 	 Hi • 

We feel that this is something that the nation as a 	- 
whole is entitled to know in its entirety, and -would 
like to see all effort made to'bring this about. 

qrInc.rolv vol.rr57. 
-","•-""7.17r. 

t V  

4 



Sincerely, 

nartin F. aichmari_ 
Act4 n7 Assistant Attorney Gneral 

Cffice of i.e;;al Ccunsel 

1T1dW:MFR:BCS:rk' Files (---"7  
Copeland 

Honorable Lister Hill 
Unitcd States Senate 

-3,1aStiltton; .D.C.. 205n 
• 

(1■ 1 
ft 4-1  1:7 

Dear Senator: 
/7C 

You ave re hrmeltr ric-r,- consideration onsideration of the attached 
letter ofL 	 . concerning the availability 
of evidence rc;iatietz to tha assassination of President 
Kennedy. • 

The Warren Co m=ission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it havin:3 only remote connection, with the 
assassination. Th3 bulk of the material that was before the 
Commission either was published in its 26-volume Hearin cr 
is available to researchers at the National Archives. The 
relatively srn ll portion which is not now available to the 
public consists primarily cl national security intelligence 
or investigative reports -- dealing,largely with activities 
far removed from the assassination itself -- which if dis-
closed .mi;ht cc:7premise confidential sources or technicues, 
or in scr2e cases jeepareize the lives of individuals abroad. 
ublio availaility of other information had been eclayed 

penclin completion of tna prosecution of Jack Rul--y, but this 
in::ormation has now been released. All of the Commission 
material which has net yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to the 
public. 

I hope this information will be of interest to 	 7G 
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T:7vred: 2/19/68 
F4V:RAH:bw 
129-11 

,- ? 

„,. 
aonorah1e James C. Colman 
Lc 	of -,...,:rsthtive,4 
'.to. D. C. 

Dear Coveressman: 

which he questions the accuracy ef the Warren ::en,)rt 4,.'1,! requests 
rebruary 13, 196E1 trons-mittine a :letter from!: 	 "Izn 

This 13 in further response to your ree!n7iionof 
	

7C. 

that the related infer:nation in the Archives. be made nublic. 

Me authors vi-,o have criticized the cruclusions of the 
Warren Co.:72-.7iss4en do rot claim te have any si7nificant ne..* evidence, 
so far aS we are ware. Rather, their criticises are-1 demands for a 
new inquiry are baseci via different concluaion-s t7lev have drawn from 
'Parts of the sane body of evidence that vas e-.Linec.i by the Conlasion. 
The Coenissien rade a thorouh irsuiry a detail' nal7113 of Vhe. 
facts concerain the ansas.inittion. The evlUence annly sunports the 
basic conclusions of the Ccr,nission. In these circumstances, we see 
no basis for a new inquiry. 

The Warren Co-n rathered 	vsst teneunt of naterisl. 
of it 	on1c 	ccto dh the nes:Iseinstion.The 

hulk of the rlterial *hat ,77,1 before 4.7m Ceou either wns nub-
licht,d in its 25-vol,rne Telrines or is av;lilale to researchers at 
the !iational Arehives. The rel:!tively 	nortior which is rot 

available to t'ie 	h1c consists prir-ari17 of naticall security 
intellieence or investintive renorts 	def21in^ Lareelv with activi- 
ties far reeeve:1 from the assassination itself -- which if disclo 
?it oomnrerise coofisential source!: or tecIlainues. or ia so-e cases 
jeoperdizo the lives of individuals abrnaJ. All of the Commission 
*material which Ins not yet been released will he reviewed perio:Ucally 
until all of it has been naie available to the rublic. 

Enclosure 

Records 
Chrono 
Hennagin 
r. Vinson 

DAG 



With respect to the New Orleans matter, we can only point 
out that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proceedings with 'federal 
authorities. It would not be proper for us to comment on the evidence 
in a case pending before a state court. 

I hope that this information will be helpful. Your enclosure 
is returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

FRED M. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General. 



TBIS MAIL SHOULD BE 

ANSW7F7D T.ITTu7N 4P FOPRS 

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 

• 

4ong:es of tte Zinittb 

71)0u5e of rineSentatitoeS 

Egasttnvor.DLC. 

Feb. 13 29) 

  

Department of Justice 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Washington, D. C. 

Th=. ,..t -tached communication 

is sent for your consieraticn. 

Please fn-iestizate the statements 

contained therein and for...Toru me 

the necF-sa-y infornation for re-

n1 ' flolosea c^r"-- 

sr.̂ ndence with your answer. 

Yours truly, 

M., C. 

I 	
4 	1 
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CONSULTING ENGINEERS t;211.717 177474 777./717M :47t7r7. 

FEBRUARY 7, 196g 

YONORABLE JAMES C. CORMAN 

House OFFICE BUILDING 
',I:ASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN: p.I k 

(Nr.flt Imo ,' (n  IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION THAT THERE IS A GREAT DEAE.d.'lo44 11'11-0.../.)1`.,131tk: 
OF CONFUSION, CONFLICTING INFORMATION ANO VAGUENESS REGARDING 

THE DEATH OF THE LATE JOHN P7. KENNEDY AND SUBSEQUENT INvESTI-. 
CATIONS. 

I FIND IT INCONCEIVABLE THAT SO.MUCH TIME AND EXPENSE 

COULD BE EXPENDED AND STILL HAVE SO MANY AMBIGUOUS VIEWS. 

UNTIL RECENTLY, BASED ON THE NUMEROUS STATEMENTS BY 

coveRNE:mENT OFFICIALS, I WAS SATISFIED WITH THE CONCLUSION OF 

THE .'/ARREN DOmmISSION REPORT. 	I HAVE NOT STUDIED THIS REPORT 
MYSELF AND MORE OR LESS ACCEPTED THE REPORTED VIEWS OF THOSE 

CONCERNED. 

:WHEN YR. GARRISOC•OF NEW ORLEANS STARTED MAKING ACCU-

SATIONS, I DISCOUNTED IT AS THE WORK OF AN ECCENTRIC ATTEMPT-. 

TNG TO GAIN NOTORIETY, 	I EXPECTED HIS QUESTIONS AND ACCU- 

SATIONS TO RECEIVE DIRECT ANSWERS FROM '':ASHINGTON. 

THE OPPOSITE HOWEVER APPEARS TO BE TAKING PLACE. THE 

FEW ANSWERS THAT DO COME AP: VAGUE AND INDIRECT. SOME OF THE 

POINTS R. GARRISON HAS PRESENTED RAISE QUESTIONS THAT NAST 

BE ANSWERED OPENLY. 

AT THE TIME, 1 COULD UNDERSTAND CERTAIN ITEMS OF EVI-

DENCE BEING WITHHELD BECAUSE OF THE EMOTIONS ENVOLVED. 

SUFFICIENT TIME HAS PASSED NOW THAT THIS SHOULD NO LONGER BE 

THE PRIMARY CONCERN. 	IF THERE IS INFORMATION AVAILABLE THAT 

IS PERTINENT, IT SEEMS INTOLERABLE THAT ANYONE HAS A RIGHT 

TO WITHHOLD IT. 

AT SEEMS THAT MORE AND MORE THESE DAYS, MANY DEPART-

MENTS OF THE 7EDERAL GOVERNMENT FIND IT NECESSARY TO OPERATE 

IN SECRECY AND TO WITHHOLD INFORMATION "FOR THE GOOD OF THE 

PUBLIC." AS WE ALL KNOW THERE IS A LIMIT TO THIS TYPE OF 

ACTIVITY BEYOND WHICH 17 IS QUESTIONABLE WHOSE GOOD IT Is FOR.. 

(CON'T.) 



'1r-7HONORABLE JAMES C. CORMAN 

ON THIS PARTICULAR SUBJECT THERE CAN BE NO CONCEALMENT. 
THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING OUR GOVERNMENT AND ITS OFFICIALS 
MUST BE ANSWERED DIRECTLY AND OPENLY AND THEIR INTEGRITY Sus.. 
STANTIATED. IF WE ARE NOT ABLE TO 00 THIS OR IF THERE ARE 
HIDDEN MOTIVES OR INTRIGUE BEING COVERED, THEN WE ARE FACED 
WITH LARGER PROBLEMS THAN ANSWERING THE ACCUSATIONS OF A 
SMALL TOWN DISTRICT ATTORNEY. THIS SITUATION MUST SE RESOLVED 

OPENLY AND DIRECT. 



..ve •  7 43'i 1 	l!. 

]eeeorie;.Lie LLL  

House of Representatives 
:4el3aireeton, D. C. 

Dear Congressman: 

This is in further resnonse to yollec:---TerIee,7e,e:n 
February 9, 1963 tranenittine a letter s

r 	 Y., 7e 
 

in which he inquires why certein files relate to tee eesaesiontion 
of Prentient Kenne4v have been kelt closed. 

The Warren Coenission eatherett a vast scent of material, 
much of it havine only reente coneectien 7;ft h the assarsirntion. The 
bulk of the material that wng before the Coerission either was pub-
lished in its 267voluTee 7.:'7.-.11r73 or in eveileble to researchers at 
the National Archives. The relatively small portion which is not 
aow available to the public consists Tv:tea:11y of nstioral security 
Intellieence cr investiartive resorts 	cleallne lareely with activi- 
ties fsr reenved fro!, t 	 ion iteelf — 	 cloe 
mieht corenine confldentiel sources or technieves, or ie SC77..! cases 
leonerdiee the lives of ireqvi.leals m!,rod. All nf the Co... 
eeteriel 	*nee reet ect been releceo:: will he ree1ewee periceiically 
yntil ell of it has been n..so aenilale to the euhlic. 

I hope that 01.4s inforeetion will be helpfel. Your enclosure 
is returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

e 	 177) Y. VSO, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney Ceneral 

Enclosure 

Records 
Chrono 
Hennaein 
Y.:. Vinson 
DAG 
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, 
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Your assistance is appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

EFW:ft 

FRED P WESTENBERGER 

EDWARD F: WEGMANN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1047 NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.70112 

February 9, 1968 

TELEPHONE 524-0732 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
A ssistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

" 
Dear Mr. Vinson: 

I have and wish to acknowledge receipt of and thank you for yours of 
the 31st of January, with regard to one William Turner, a former 
member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The information 
furnished by your office will give assistance to us in our defense of 
Mr. Shaw. I am seeking additional information from the Civil 
Service Commission. 



MFR:B.CS:rk 
12(4_11 

Files 
10, 

Honorable Joseph S. Clark 
United States Senate 
Wanton, D.C. 2C510 

Dear Sat - 

'feu l'7- 7 eee-----, 	 ., 	-- ef, f"...le ette:hed 
. letter of' 	 7' :" ',:.?"1 t 7 h. r,  _..., 	 7c Zaprude flee: cle eee asseseenation GI kresidant Kennedy 

has not been released to the public. 

A print of the Zepruder film is available far 
investigation at the Naticnal Archives. The film may 
not be published or ecbied, however, because Life Magazine 
owns a copyright cn the film. A print of the film was 
acquired by the Government pursuant to P.L. 89-313 to 
preserve for historical purposes the evidence which had 
been before the Warren Cemmissicn. However, no purpose 
was seen in takin2  nc: paying for the copyrie;?It since the 
availability of the print in the Neticnal Archives serves 
the interest of the Government and the public in a complete 
investigation cf thla assaszi=tion. 

i0:=J this inforisticn will be of interest to 
03143aeoU4*-4  ‘.•••• 

Sincerely, 

21artin F. Richman 
Acting lesestant Attorney General 

Office cf Legal Counsel 

Attachment 



MFR:BCS:rk Copeland 
Schmidt 
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Honorable Odin Langen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

1 

Dear Mr. Langen: 

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning the 
Warren Commission Report has been referred to me for reply. 

The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed 
analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. The 
evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the Com-
mission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always 
open to receive new evidence bearing on the assassination 
if anyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassin-
ation of President Kennedy are completely uncovered and 
known to the public. 

I hope this information will be of interest to your 
constituents. 

Sincerely, 

Martin F. Richman 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

Office of Legal Counsel 
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L". 	I/;: 
'BALE R. MITCHELL 

ODIN LANGEN 

711.1 DISTRICT. MINNESOTA 

COMMITTEE: 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 

LEGISLATIVE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

25 AN  16 
Itinaton,73.C. 20515 	2PF IcE G  

February 7, 1968 

Honorable Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue between 
Ninth and Tenth Streets 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I am sure that your Department has been alerted to a recent 
television program participated in by Jim Garrison, offering his 
many diverse views relative to the assassination and the Warren 
Commission Report. 

. This program has generated public curiosity and we are 
receiving correspondence on the subject which basically reads as 
follows: 

'After watching the District Arrorney from New Orleans on 
the Johnny Carson Show last night I came to the conclusion 
that a "Credibility Gap" does indeed exist, and that it is 
considerably wider than the majority of the people realize. 

This country is supposed to be a Democracy--well, then let's 
begin to operate it like a Democracy. The people of the 
United States do nave a right to know the truth--at all times 
and about all things. They have not been getting it for some 
time. 

"Before we go ramming around the world, attempting to run other 
countries--let's start right here at home and build a government 
that will again have the respect of the people here at home. 
It will then follow that we will receive the respect and 
the trust of people of other countires. Let the elected 
representatives formulate our Domestic and Foreign Policies and 
not a bunch of bureaucrats and J mes Bond types like the C.I.A." 

;1 zi 

FEB 8 1968 	o e. 

VFICT 	9F Lf t tOti7f3te 

Cortgrecz of the Elniteb Obtatet‘ 
FEB 3 9  3oulie of it epresentatibesi 



DIi3 LANG 
/Member of Cong./ 

Honorable Ramsey Clark 
	 - 2 - 	 February 7, 1968 

This is an excerpt from one letter received and is typical 
of others. 

Any comments your Department would care to make on the subject 
would be helpful in responding to their inquiry. 

Best personal regards. 

OL/hd 
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February 1 9, 1968 

Namoreals Tom Waste* 
Reuse of Representatives 
Washington" D. C. 

NM* Congreesmens 

This is in Teepees, to your Uttar of February 6, 

1.9611, in which 3  inetaired as to mint woo being dons to 
rowepen the investigatioa into the death of President,  Irennedy 
in light of Roe Weems District Attorney JDs Garrisonfe 
current probes 

We are are of the discussions ttr Mr. Garrison of 
his alleged new evidence concerning the death of President 
Kennedy. We lune no reason to believe" however, that such 
evidence would in say way affect the validity of the con-
elusions of the Warren Comaission, which gads a thorough 
inquiry sad detailed analysis of the facts concerning the 
assasainatlon. In these cireonstances„ we Obe no basis for 
a new inquiry. 

With regard to your inquiry concerning the release 
of classified documents pertaining to the assassinationo

we 
 

should like to point out that the Warren Ccemission Eathered 
a vast amount of materials  much of it haring only remote 
connection with the assassination. The bulk of the material 
that was presented before the Commission either wee peblished 
in its a‘efoltre 741 arAtir3 or is available to researchers Lt 
the rational PaThivess The, relatively emall portion that is 
not new available to the public consists primarily of national. 
security intelligence or investigative reports dealing 
largely with activities tar removed frost the assassination 
itself - that if disclosed might compromise confidential 
soureas or techniques, or in acme caws jeopardise the lives 
of individuals abroad. Public availability of ether infer.. 
notion had been delayed pending completive of the prosecution 
of Jack Roby, bet tide information has new been released. 

Records 
Chron 
Mr. Block (2) 
Mr. Vinson 	 IC 1963 '4 
Deputy Attorney General 

C ....0 
v1 
 7' 



All of tie Conaission material that has not yet been 
relassed sill be mined periodically Instil en of it Me 
been node endlable to the pahlie* Ikon of the naterial is 
loin withheld for a spode period of tins•  such se 75 yew** 

he satelml OleisecesPbs and roesis of Preetdent 
Kiennedylis bedy MVO trablafred to the tietianal. Archives by 
his fsmily wow reetrietleas shish tie Gmerrament accepted 
pureuent to the stets* rransting the *emit of historical 
sateriaas relating to forms. presidents* The egraneat Pro• 
side* that way ettietai Comment inseetigative toadies cad 
private experts eppresed by the Kennedy badly can nee the 
neteetal until October 29, 1971. After that date, the enterial 
sill be avallege ter nosofficial inspection t everts in 
pathologr or related areas of seleatio* 

/ hope this inibrmetben will assist you in enewering 
your constiteentet inquirise, 

Sineeerelya  

TRID N. TIM, Jr. 
kenistant Attorney General 
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AR AL,-GEN.  

THOMAS F. RAILSSACK 
19TH Dismicr, II-UNOIS 

COUNTIES: 
FULTON 	 MERCER 
HENDERSON 	ROCK ISLAND 
HENRY 	 WARREN 
KNOX 	 WHITESIDE 

Congrelz of the pliffteb eptate0 
*omit of Reprelentatibui 

teasbington, 

February 6, 1968 

immmown: House Orvice Sumoitas 
WASHINGTON. 
Asetuu 2.02-225-59015 

ROOM 228 

R 	-4".4 
ROCA ISCAA6, 

AREA: 309-794-0701. ExT. 2S3 

FEB U 166; 

CRIMitiAL 011/iSam 

O 

JUDICMRN:COMMiTTEE 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently received many inquiries as to 
allegations by Attorney Jim Garrison regarding the assasination 
of President Kennedy four years ago. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me as to 
what is currently being done to re-open investigation into 
this matter, what is being done to uncover new evidence, and 
what is being done in regard to making public evidence which 
allegedly has been kept secret or kept temporarily inaccessible. 

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

TOM RAILSBACK 
Member of Congress 

TR:sb 
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Heenoreble James C. Carman 
House of Representatives 
WashimIton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Corman: 

You have recuested cur coneiderntion cf the attached --77 
letterfroze   :Hakes reference 
to criticism or the 1,earren Gemmeszien Report and to the 
withholding of certain material gathered by the Cemmission, 
and su77,ests that a new inquiry is necessary. 

The Warren Commission made a thorough inquiry and 
detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. 
The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the 
Cot fission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigaticn is always 
open to receive new evidence bearing on the assassination 
if anyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassin-
ation of ?resident Kennedy Ere cemeletele uncovered and 
known to the public. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material, 
much of it having only remote connection with the assassination. 
The bulk of the material that was before the Commission either 
was published in its 26-volume Hearings or is available to 
researchers at the National Arceives. The relatively small 
portion which is not now available to the public consists 
primarily of national security intelligence or investigative 
reports -- dealing largely with activities far removed from 
the assassinaticn itself -- which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or technicues, or in some--r es jeopardize 

TILIM 
2.1  



the lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of 
other information had ben delayed pendin3 colzpietion of 
the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information has now 
been released. All of the Coission material which has 
rct 	 rdviddc:ccJ.y until 
all of it has been made avAileb/e to thn 

I hcre. this information will be of interest to 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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Honorable Mike Mansfield 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Ileueiel: 

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to 
your letter o.?7 Fe'lre--- 5 1968, ccncernine a euestion 
raised byr7T—, 	uitn respect to evidence 7c., 
zeteeeed 	ee, ,eeeee eeeeessicn 7.;:eiza Is net curtently 
available to the public. 

The Warren Cemeicsien gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only reeote coenectica with 
the assassinaticn. The hulk of the materiel that was 
before the Coemission either was published in its 26-
volume Pearine9 or is available to researchers at the 
National iereeivee. The relatively small portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investiative reports -- 
dealing lar;ely with activities far rcecved frcn the 
assassenation iteelf -- which if disclosed might compro-
mise confidential sources or techniques, or in scre cases 
jeopardize the lives cf individuals abroad. 2ublic avail-
cbility of ether information had l'een delayed ?ending 
cempleticn of th prcsrcuticn cf Jac:: 	but this 
information has nc77 been releazed. All of the Cc-emission 
material which has nct yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically until all of it has been made available to 
the public. Mr. McGinnis is mistaken in thinking that 
any portion of the evidence or the Report is being with-
held for a specific extended period -- such as 99 years. 

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection 
with the autopsy of ?resident Kennedy were transferred 
to the National Archives by his family under restrictions 

•••- 

••• 	 e 	lte-- 
r• +1 	- • 
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eeeee eee eeeeeeeeat eccepeaa pursuant Co the statute 
governing the deposit of historical materials relating 
to former president:. The autopsy pictures are avail-
able for official inspection by any government body 
having authority to investigate matters relating to the 
assassination. They will also be available, after a 
five-year peried, for noeofficial inepection by ceTeerts 
in pateelogy cr related areas oi science, subject to 
reetricticne etelteble to the subjeee matter o these 
pictures. 

It should 	noted that the molt mecninefell 
eeeeez,ee 	ee:oeesy fiedins consists of the expert 
analysie mee by the doctor: who performed the autopsy; 
the X-rays and photographs are simply a record of what 
the doctors saw and evaluated. Two of the doctors who 
performed the autopsy of the late President and testified 
before the Commiesion have examined the X-rays and photo-
graphs in the Archives and informed the press that the 
pictures corroborate the findings to which they had 
testified. 

I b ar  this information will be of interest to 

iign ecnocl. k 
	his speech class at the Lodge Grass 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Vozencraft 
Aeeistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

Enc losure 



les 

FMW:BCS:rk Files 
Copeland 
Schmidt 

Honorable John W. Byrnes 
House,  of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning the 
withholding of evidence relating to the assassination of 
President Kennedy has been referred to me for reply. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 26-volume.  
Hearings  or is available to researchers at the National 
Archives. The relatively small portion which is not now 
available to the public consists primarily of national 
security intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing 
Largely with activities far removed from the assassination 
itself -- which if disclosed might compromise confidential 
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the 
lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of other 
information had been delayed pending completion of the 
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information has now 
been released. All of the Commission material which has 
not yet been released will be reviewed periodically until 
all of it has been made available to the public. 

The determinations of which specific items of 
Commission material should be withheld as described in the 
preceding paragraph have been made in accordance with guide-
lines developed by the Executive departments and agencies 
which had furnished documentary materials to the Commission. 
Each of these departments and agencies applied the guidelines 
to the materials it had furnished, and the staff of the 
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National Archives applied the guidelines to the materials 
transferred to the Archives that had originated with the 
Commission. 

The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents (44 U.S.C. 397(e), (f)). The autopsy pictures 
are available for official inspection by any government 
body having authority to investigate matters relating to 
the assassination. They will also be available, after a 
five-year period, for nonofficial inspection by experts in 
pathology or related areas of science, subject to restric-
tions suitable to the subject matter of these pictures. 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



REP. JOHN W. BYRNES 
8TH DISTRICT. WISCONSIN 

t̂ , r7 r)t-pnrc7r,k1TATylprct 

ON 
'MR MEANS 

LE q 	JOINT 	m met 
eq,ON iNTE'thlkl. REVENUE 

February 5, 1968 

Hon. Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General. 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

I have received inquiries concerning 
various investigations of the Kennedy assassination 
and I would appreciate being advised, what, if any, 
evidence relating to the assassination is being 
withheld and under whose orders such action is taking 
place. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

,/ / 

FEB 7 91; 

ORYLYC T77\7rT) A, 

irri! eouNsc‘ 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49

