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Honorable Alton Lennon %
U. S. House of Representatives L0 b
Washington, D. C. 20510 (

De:r Mr. Lennon::

The President has asked me to resuoud to vour letter
concerning the letter off "7, -~ TR ™ vhich which 22~
ralses certain questions gbout the «arren Comaission Reporc.

The Warren Commission made a thorough inquiry and de-
tailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassination.
The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the
Commission. Io these circumstances, we see no basis for a
nev inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always
open to recelve new evidence hearing on the essassination
if anyone uncoverc valld new evidence. The Department of
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassina-
ticn of President Kennedy are public knowledge.

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material,
much of it having only remote connection with the assassina-
tion. The bulk of the material that was before the Commission’
either was published in its 26-volume Hearings or is available
to researchers at the Natlonal Archives. The relatively small
portion which is not now availlable to the public consists pri-
marily of national security intelligence or investigative re-
ports--dealing largely with activities far removed from the
assassination itself--which if disclosed might compromise
confidential sources or technigues, or in scme cases jeopard-
ize the lives of individuals rhra-l, Public availability of
other Informatizn ol Lo oow doli-o) =mading comnletion of the

rosacution of Juclk Xuhv, sut tihis inforwaticn hias now been
released. All of tine iarm: izn macerlal whicn has not yet
oeen released will be revirucd perlodically until all of 1t
nas been made available to the puplic.
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I hope this information will be of interest to T LT g

Sincerely,

¢

Martin F. Richmam .
Acting Assistant Attorney General .
Office of Legal Counsgel
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To: Mrs. Alice Copeland .
Room 5131 - OLC
From:'i/# Herbert E. Hoffman
-4  Chief, Legislative & Legal Sectionm
Office of the Deputy Attornmey General
Subject: Correspondence from: 712
t}; Cong. Lennon re 1ltr frf % re the Warren
EAYE
dj?‘ _ Commission Report.
\
&'\J\'
~ §‘ Responsibility
Y/ -
Prepare reply for signature of Deputy Attorney General and
forward €o Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice.
, XX Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman,
‘ Room 4117, Main Justice.
Department File No.: None
Miscellaneous Information:
Interim reply is being/has been made.
¥X_ No interim reply is being made.
Copy of incoming correspondence attached.
xx_ Original of incoming correspondence attached.
’ ) 3 —
Please return attachment. - //c*- 7 /f//
. %
L —_—
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i ' To: Honorable Warren Christopher Date: February 6, 1968
- Deputy Attorney General
RECEIVED
ACTION REQUESTED ‘
—— Drait reply for: FRE 8 16¢3

President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.

XXX Direct reply.
XXXXXX _ Furnish information copy.

oo Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

Daeputy Liormoy Gezexdd
NOTE

Prompt action is essentidl.

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1456.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

REMARKS:
Description:
XXX Letters_____ Telegram: Other:
To: The President
From: Cong. Alton Lennon
Date: February 5, 1968
Subject:

Req info for comnstituent, §

i

re the Warren

Commission Report.

. o A G~
BY’@&O:& of the President: /‘f- Z //
/7 S ks J { b

/
'{/\"'/‘" { MAR
Barcigbt Sandercn = ns
Leglsiatlve Counsel,l , ‘

to the PresxdentFtr‘
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(Ccpv to remain with correspondence)
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Waghington, /L, 20515

February 5, 1968

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I shall appreciate your Office directing the attached
letter to the appropriate source for a reply to the questions
raised therein concerning the Werren Commission Report.

Tt is my understanding that Chisf Justice Warren has a

rigid policy of not commenting on any part of the Report or
the work of his Commission.

Thank you for your kind assistsnce in supplying informa-
tion of in%taeresi to iths Manager of a T7

b ; e on 4
oha a Station in my Distric

Y.

Most sincerel;

<

Alton Temon,
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Hritted Stutes Bepartment of Justice

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130

February 15, 1968

./0?7///

Mr, Nathaniel E, Kossack

First Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Tully:

As per our telephone conversation today, enclosed
herewith is a copy of the memorandum I dictated to the
Kennedy Assassination Investigation file maintained in this
office.

I attach herewith for your handy reference a copy
of the memorandum directed to you by Gene S, Palmisano dated
Jamuary 22, 1968, concerning the conversation I referred to
in my memorandum of February 1L, 1968.

Sincerely,
S/

O FRece,
LOUIS C. LaCOUR
United States Attorney

LCL:cbu
Encls.
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't  March 1, 1968

¥rs. Mgrgaret Hechler
House of Represeuntatives
wmgtﬁn' b. C.

Deay Mrg. Hechler:

\
This is in further response to ya2§wfﬂ-ﬂw4cat1cz of
Pebruary 13, 1563 transwuittine a latter froe, . ... ..
in which she exprasses concern about the validicy of che Waxrcn
Report.

Thae Warren Comcisasion zathared a wast amount of material,
mach of it having only remote conncetion with the agsamsinatien. The
bulk of the materizl that was hafore the Cowrission efther wos pub-
lished in 1ts 26~-veirme liearinrs or is avallable to researchers at
the ¥ztional Archives. The z»latively sxall portion which ig mot
nod available to the public consists priwarily of national sscurity
inteliicence or investicatlive revnres ~— dealing larcaly with activi-
ties far rowovad from the gasassination 4tsalf -~ vhich 4f disclesed
nifht corpronise confilential sources or technigues, or in sone cases

jeopardize the lives of {ndividuals gbyevad. All of the Comnisaion
%ateriul vhich hag not yvet Deen vreleased will he revicwed nerfodically
miil 21l of 4t has been msade avallable to the pnblie. |

The photogranhg and T-rays taken Iin connection with the
autongy of President ¥ennedy were trausferred to the NYational Archives
e his fanily ondey restricticers which the goversment accepted pursuant
to the statute soverning the denosit of higtorical =materials relatisg
to forrer presi{dents. The sntorsy pictures are zvatlable Tor official
ingnecticn by any sovernment body having austhority to irvestigata mat—
ters relating to the ewsassination. They will also %» availabla, after
& five-yaar parlod, for ncnoificial inmssection by erperts im patholery
er ralatod nrees of sciovnes, subiget to restriezdionz sultcadle te the
guhiset natter of thexe nicrures.

Enclosuij////
Records vV
Chrono
Hennagin

Mr. Vinson )
DAG
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1t should bo netod thzot the mest maaninsful evilence of
autopsy findioes consists of the expert analysis made by the doctors
who performed the autorsy: the ¥-rays and nhotosraphs are simply a
record of vhat the doctors saw and evaluated. Two of the doctors whe
performed the autopsy of the late President and testified defors the
Commigsico have exsmined the X-rays acd photoersrhs in the Archives and
informed the press that the pictnrea cartoborate the findings te which
they had testified.

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of thi
Warrea Commission do not claim to have sny significant new evidence,
80 far as we are aware. Rather, their criticizcss and demands for =

- oew inquiry are bssed upon different conclusioss they have drawn from

parts of the same body of evidences that was exgmined by the Commission.
The Commission made a thorough ingquiry and detalled analysia of the
facts concerniny the sssasgination. The evidenca amply supperts the
basiz conclusions of the Cormdssion. In these circmtancea. we sae
1o baxis for a nevw inquirl :

I hope that this Iinformation will be halpful. Your enclosure
Ais remmed herewith.

Sinceraly,

PRED M, VINSORN, Jr.
Assistant Attornmey Genaeral
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_ - Records Administration office
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:¢ongréss of the Hnited States

FBouse of Repregentatines

@Washington, D.L.

; February 15, 196 8
' Congressional Liaison
Dept. of Justice

’C

Sir:
The attached communication
is sent for your consideration.
Please investigate the statements
contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for re-
ply, returming the enclosed corre-
spondence with your answer.
Yoars truly, _ :
'/ e mdli ‘%/Z%\-
R o/ w. c.
Please answer each of the points in

the letter, framin 0 itablee.
for enclosurq to constltuen

Attn: Ginny | Burﬁt@?..&rm OF JUSTICE
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Dear Miss Heckler,
Last night I had the cceaslon

on television, who coupl-t~ly refitad ” e

He claims that the truth {:.: belng s.ppri=sz2 ry the

government for national cccurity's sake. [o ze nis

evidence seemed vslid and conclusive., (n one hznd, I

understand why something of this sort should te surrressed,

but on the other, I am wondering 1f actions cf chis type
are right, and if maybe the truth shoulc be ecxposed, It
1S scmewhat annoyingAto know that there are files con-

cerning the assassination that are seale’ uritii 20yy. .

It obvﬂouslv peints to the f-ct that somethirzs 15 telng

concesled from the present, =ond it makes me wornJer

about the honor of this ccuntry. I, my:elf, « uli 11«

see the truth evrosed, but feel very lIimited, frel :uilec

realize the whole issue 1s beirg suppresse?, _usl s .5y

concern such as this letter will probably be lsrorei or

appeased with lies,

I would like to know if there is any wa, tnac Ir
people of the country-could see certain filiws, protoc rechs.

and sealed files. And I would like to sees every effourt

t Garrison gets full coccr=eracian

Y

made to insure thn
- »

his trial. In other words, must.this lssue-continie -c¢

be hushed over and obscure?
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Thils 1s the first ti:- =enc I ns = 2ysp writo:in s
"my Congressman” or Con,v--.:lad, in this - s2, cec-ugs 1

x

have felt that it wonld . 1-1¢ nc resulty, bt “ni- 1z =pe

only way that I can show v conc<rrn at 2., =7out =2 matter

that should concern ever; American.

informing me more about the situation and rsssibtl)y fuiding
me to further action.
Thank you for your time and concern.

Sincerely,

' I -
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable L. C. Arends " 3 {
House of Representatives (;ﬁuAj
Dear Mr. Arends:

. You have requested ocur consideration of the y/a
attached letter of G c cerning the
availability of evidence relating to the assassination
of President Kennedy.

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of
material, much of it having only remote connection with
the assassination. The bulk cf the material that was
before the Commission either was published in its 26~
volume Hearings or is available to researchers at the
National Archives. The relatively small portion which
is not now available to the public consists primarily of
national security intelligence or investigative reports --
dealing largely with activities far removed from the as-
gassination itself -- which if disclcsed mizht compromise
cenfidential sources or techniques, or in some cases
jacpardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail-
ability of other information had been delayed pending
ccmpletion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this in-
fcrmation has now been released. All of tihe Commission
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed
periodically until all of it has been made available to

the publie.

, The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the
Rational Archives by his family under restrictions which
the Govermment accepted pursuant to the statute governing
the deposit of historical materials relating to former
presidents. The autopsy plctures are available for official

=
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inspection by any govermment body having authority to
inveatigate matters relating to the esssassination. They
will also be available, after a five-year pericd, for
non-official inspection by experts in pathology or related
areas of science, subject to restrictions suitable to the
subject matter of these pictures.

1 hope this information is of 1nter%st to

Sincerely,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Asgistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
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; February 14, 1968
V-
Attorney General of the
; United States
: Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530
Dear Sir: §
b I am taking the liberty to transmlt to _ 1;22
f vgu the enclosed 1e tter racelved from sl g
N i - e
; 5 in Whicn o raises the quescion of certain
{ ~ evidence related to the assassination of President
Lo Kennedy not being released to the public.
o I would appreciate such advice as you can
- give me on the matter
Slncerely,
__,_i/ B
. P - )
LCA:sm
Enclosure
- Lo Lo L E. H..
. AT T T T
.Ax 4 V-LUL--—-— R — e
N . TElms Ui n<TAL COURSEL
./‘/
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Henorable Beb Casey
‘ouse of Representatives
L:as h‘nogon, D.C. 26515

R

You hove racuertad anr conslderaticon cf the attached
Letter cfh ... _ggucerninjg the availublLity
Presicent ;7

" — =
i S, e e e T en =
Ca ﬁ'hthhww Bl iy R el GmiS G G4 CLON [a P

Kennedy.

The Warcen Ccormissicn gathersd a vast am:"nt of
maresial, mueh cf it having cnly remcte ceonnecticn with
thhe assassination. The bulk of the matziial Ludt traa
seZpre the Cormuission either wag published in {ts Z5-volume
i2ivinns or L8 available to researchers at the liacional

.

Archives. e relatkvelj small porticn whica is rot now
available to the public ceonsists primarily c¢f national

Parvd oo

security intellizence cx investizative rejorts -- d&al‘ng
lerzely with accivities far removed frem the assassinatien
{t5elf =~ vhich i{f disclicsed might cexpronise ccnfiden:ial
scurces ©r technicues, or in gcoe cases jeovardize the lives
cf i{ndivicuels adbreoec. Fublic availavility of cther infcrca-
Zicn nac been celiaved penciny completicn cof tae srozecuticon

of Jack Ruby, but this ialformation has new been vcieased,

All of the Cemmissicn material whien has not yet been rzleased
will be reviewec pericdically untii all ef it has been wade
availapie to the public

Tre pheoteozrapis and H-rars taken in connection with
toe autcpsy of fresidens Kermeay were transierred rc the
Haticnal Archives by his fazily under restricticns whieh
the Govermment accepted pursuant to the statute goeverning
the ceposit cf hiatcrical unaterials *elvt.nj to fcrmer preszi-
deats. The autopsy plcrures are availadble feor officiax
inspecticn by any govermmenr tedy having cuthority to

et
ﬁﬁgéﬁy -

e ot




estizate matters ralating to the assassination. They
vill cliro be cvellabls, cizer g fivoevcar povicd, for

e S

nonofficial inspccticn by experts in pathology or related
areas oi sci»nea, subject to restrictions suitable to the

8‘811..'_}6‘.;. m2tter oi thess plctures.

N A R

S

e B
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o s W o vw e i f

Martin F Richtmsn
Acting Assistant Attorney General
Office of L»gal Counsel

Attachment
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Henorable Joseph M. lonteya 7

United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20510

S TR Déar Sehator Momtoyad o o ho e \/\ AR TN

Youxr letior to the Atteornr— Cor-ool
consideration cf thxz letter of} 77 T 2 7C.
associates concermdnz the availaooiity ci evigence
relating tc the assassination of ¥Fresident Xeanedy,
hes been referred to we for reply.

The Warren Cccmission zathered a vast amount of
material, much of it having only remote comnecticn with
the assassiootion., The bulk of the material that was
before the Commiscicn either was published in its 26-

/ﬂf‘ volume Hnaripqs or is availagble to researchers at the
7~ National Archives, Tae relatively small porsicon which
is net now available to the public consists primarily of
%/ﬂ naticnal securicy intelligence or investizative reports ==
M[ cealing largelv with activities far rexcved from the as-
+ sassinaticn itself == which if disclosed misht compromise
y N confidezntial scurces cr technicues, or in scme cases
Q;/L) jecpardize the 1lives of indivicuals abread. Public avail-

/ aLility of othar inferxzaticn had been d2layed pencing
cempletion of the sresecutica of Jacik Auvby, but this in-
fermaticn has now been released, ALl cf the Commissicn
waterial which has not yet been released will te reviewed
pericdically until all cf it has been made available to

the public.

o

The photograpns and X-rays taken in connection with
the autopsy of Zresident Kennedy wers transierred to the
Maticrnal Archives by his fomily under restricticns which
the Coverrment accepted pursuant tc the statute governing
the cdepcsit of histerical materials relating to former

’,
(IN3PD A0 yaraEnm
S ey e T
.r*.,:f\_.\-s x‘lgc.
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presidents. The zutcnzy pletures are available feor
official inspecticn by any government bedy having author-
ity to investigate watters relatirg tc the essassination.
They will aiso be avaiiacle, aztar a tlve-yﬂu& per‘od

for non~oilicial inmspodtign by arporis dn patioloyy of - v

““related areas of scicnca, 3LbjCCt to resecrictions suitable

Lo Lul EUD ST LECLLY C. Cogse pLOTUTES .

e thilzs dnlormazion will be coi interest to

SN 5

Sincerely,

Franx M. Wozencraft
Assistant Atturncy General
Office of Lezal Ccumsel
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“ti- - Mr, Joseph M, Mantoya = RURREH P
» }X!}_*_, United States Senate : NE
L Washington, D. C.. 20515 . ;-
. P .. .o . , o
© T .7 . Dear Mr. Montoya: | .
: " We, the undersigned, feel that you who Trepresent us IR ERE
P should bring out into the open the investigation of I
o the assassinatiorn of President Jonn Xennedy. Being C -
Cod ‘ qualified voters and tax payers, we are entliled to S
D kmow all of the facts given to the commission which : ! HRENRLE
led thex to rsack “he declsion published 1z the %arren ; e
A Report. This should be made public now - not as x ;
.~ - history - seventy-five years from today. i :
We feel that thls 1s something that the nation as a '
whole is entitled <o know in i1ts entirety, and -would
. like to see all effort made to-bring this about. )
: Sincerely voums . | § ' o
o - : 5 :
oo -t
” : o : Y
. I /
A
- 1 .. " { N

S

i 5 ’ ‘,“ i f I . . 7‘;” \\‘\-\: .3?;

WHOLESALE JOBBER FOR FISHING TACKLE - S A )¥‘*"'?*
J“'_ ) Do :,l_ g\‘\{ \«4

; T Tt T -
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Honcrable Lister EILl L/

Unired States Sencte , , _ ‘ ’61Q y
s e e e T T e Tl L S N

Washinztow, D.C. 20510 - v

Dear Seuator: 7Q;

Tou have remested 0“*/(;nsider ation of the attached
letter off. i .. concerning the availgbility
of ev1ccncc’r:;g*;u5 to the assassination cf Presideat
Kennedy.

The Harren Ccmmisaicn gathered a vast amount of
aterial, much of it naving cnly razcte counecticn with the
guszqslnatioﬁ The bullt cof the material that was befora the
Cormmission elther was published In its 20-veiume fzavinss cov
is available to researchers at the Naticnal Arehives. The
relatively small porticn which is not now available to the
public consists primarily cf national security intelliperce
or investigative reports -~ cealing largely with activities

far removed froo the assassination itself -- which if dig-

clecsed mizht compronise confidential scurces cor tccdnlques,
or in scme cases jecpardize the lives of izdividuals abread.
Jublic availebilicy cf other informaticn had been celaved
penging CO&DL;CICH ci the prosecutica cf Jack Ruby, tut tnis
infcmmaticn has ncw been releagsed. All cof th CckélssLon
mater 1al *hich h2s not yet been relicased Wlll be raviewed
pericdically until all of it has been mace available to the

public.

I hope this information will be cf interest %o

e Sincerely,
,,-—’—:":;‘: ~‘f,".;~.—"i{'
- o Tl
. .- ‘.“"\ 4:' e . )
PR Y B ertin F. Ricoman._
ot /‘y ‘ﬁ_cting R qgis:ant Attc"ﬂev G naxr 31
a CZiice cf iLegal Ccunsel
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" donorable Jemes C. Corman

Tvred: 2/19/68 Ly R
FMV : RAH :bw -1t/ T
129-11 '
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crae of Twpruseatatives
Washingtoa, D. L.

-

-~
[
LA

Lear Conaressman:?

This 13 in further response to your cocmoi : ;Q:
it ¢ ‘ I R
February 13, 19452 rranswittinn a letter fromf, .. .. . Aln

B o Trkiakeo, | badet e L Rt ol e 0 ssiadl
which he questiona the accuracy of the wWarren _enarc ang requests
that the related information in the Archives be made nublie,

. Tha anthors who have criticized the cenelusieons of the
wWarren Comn~izaton do not cla*ﬁ te have any sisnificant new evidence,
so0 far as we sre svara., Rathe thair criticiszs and demands for a
new icculry are based upon dif ferewt conclusions gher have drawn from
parts of the same dbodv of evidenca that was exa~ined by the Conmaission,
The Cormission rade a thoroush irguiry and derziled gnalvsis of the
facts concarniz~ the azsasxinaticn. The evidence amnly sunports the
baszic concluasicns of the Ceommission. In these cirzumstences, we see
ne basiaz for a rnevw inguiry. :

The Warren Corrisaien gathered a vast a=nunt of material,
muen of it havine only rverote conpaction with the asgzgainaticn, The
Sulk of the paterial that wros hefare tha Co—iszsion elther was sub--
Heghed in its IS-volwme Tesrines or i3 availalle to regesrchers at
the liational Archiwes. The relstivaly gr2ll =ortien vhich {2 not
pess available to the puhlic cengistg prirmarile of raticnal sacurity
intellicence or investisstive re-orts — denlin~ larcely with activi-
ties far recoved from the assassination itecl!? -~ which 17 disclosed
misht comnrormige ceconfilential scurcesn or teciairues, or ia some cases
jecpardiza the lives of indiviivala abmad, All of the Cowiiszsion
material which has not vet Seen released will be revieued pericdiczlly
wtil all of it has been made available to the pnblic. e

Enclosuré LT R

Racords

Chrono ‘ Vo
Eennagin o
¥r, Vinson ) -
DAG .



With respect to the New Orleans matter. we can only point
out that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proceedings with Yederal

authorities. It would not be proper for us to comment on the evidence
in a case pending hefore a state eourt.

I bope that thig information will be helpful, Your euclosure
is returned herewith. :

Sincerely,

¥RED M. VINSOW, Jr.
Assistant Attornsy Gemeral
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ANSWFRTD WTITHTN 4R BOURS

Correspendence Section
Records Administration Office
Administrative Division

Congress of e nited Htaies
ibouse of Representatineg

ashinglon, D.E.

O
S
v

Feh. 13

y

Department of Justice ‘
Concressicnal Liaison GCffice

Washington, D. C.

Sir:
The attached cormunicaticn

i3 sent for your censileraticn.
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Fesruary 7, 1968

MenorABLE JamEs C. CORMAN S

House OFFicE BUILDING T T e
wAsHiNGTON 25, D,C, : c=lLaVED

OzAR CONGRESSMAN: i

' ' SN SRR N Ay
IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION THAT THERE 18 A GRCAT oEAC;u“;dg;ﬁ_.u,V,D]Ch~

OF CONFUBION, CONFLICTING INFORMATION AND VAGUENETSS REGARDING
THE DEATHR OF THE LATE JOHN F., KENNEDY AND SUBSEQUENT INVEST!=
GATIONS,

] FIND IT INCONCEIVABLE THAT SO MUCH TIVE AND EXPENSE
COULD BE TXPENDED AND STILL HAVE SO MANY AM3IGUOUS VIENS,

UNTIL RECENTLY, BASTD ON THE NUMERQOUS STATEMENTS BY
GCVERNETMEINT OFFICIALS, | WAS SATISFIED WITH THZ CONZLUSION OF
THE 'WARREN COM4ISS1ON REPCRT, | KAVE NOT STUDIED THIS REPORT
MYSELF AND MORE QR LESS ACCEPTED THE REPORTED VIEWS OF THOSE
CONCERNED,

'HEN VR, BARRISOS oF NEw CRLEANS STARTED MAKING ACCU=
SATIONS, | DISCOUNTED 1T AS THZ WORK OF AN ECCENTRIC ATTEMPT-

NT TO GAINM NOTORIETY. | EXPECTED HIS QUESTIONS AND ACCU=
SATIONS TO RESEIVE DIARTCT ANSWERS FROM ASHINGTON,

THE OPPOSITE HOWIVER APPCARS TO BE TAKING PLACE, THE
FEW ANSWERS THAT D0 £OMI ART YAGUE AND INDIRECT, SCME 0F THE
POINTS Ma, GSARRISCN HAS S3ESENTED RAISE QUESTIONS THAT vMusT
3E ANSWERED OPENLY,

AT THE TIME, | COULD UNDERSTAND CERTAIN ITEZIMS OF EVi-
DENCE BEING WITHHELD BECAUSE OF THE EMOTIONS ENVOLVED,
SUFFICIENT TIME HAS PASSED NOW THAT THIS SHCOULD NO LONGER SE
THE PRIMARY CONCERN, |F THEREZ IS INFORMATION AVAILABLE THAT
15 PERTINENT, 1T SEEMS INTOLERABLE THAT ANYONE HAS A RIGHT
TO WITHNOLD 1T,

‘I T SEEMS THAT MORE AND MOREZ THESE DAYS, MANY DEPART-
MENTS OF THE “EDERAL GOVERNMENT FIND IT NECESESARY TO OPERATE
IN SECRECY AND TO WITHHCLD INFORMATION "FOR THEZ GOOD OF THE
PUSLIC." AS NE ALL KNOW THERE IS A LIMIT TO THIE TYPE OF ]
ACTIVITY BEYOND WHMICH [T 1S GQUESTIONASLE WHOSE SCO00 IT 135 FCR..

(Con'T.)



’ Ty
: - : he . !
- ’ S N LN - - -
o - : : : o BRI R ,
e .» T HONORABLE JAMES C, CorRMAN - : L Lo C-page 2, o

. - ON THIS PARTICULAR SUBJECT THERE CAN BE NG CONCEALMENT,
"-THE QUEBTIONS CONCERANING OUR GOVERNMENT AND IT8 OFFICIALS
" MUST BE ANSWERED DIRECTLY AND OPENLY AND THEIR INTEGRITY SUBw V
- BTANTIATED, [|F WE ARE NOT ABLE TO DO TMIB OR (F THERE ARE -
" "MIDDEN MOTIVES OR INTRIGUE BEING COVERED, THEN WE ARE FACED . .. . - : ...
CSET T wITH LARGER PROBLEMS THAN ANSWERING THE ACCUSATIONS OF A ) : :
. GMALL TOWN DISTRICT ATTORNEY, THIS8 SITUATION MUST BE RESO

OPENLY AND DIRECT, : , e : /i::/

YOuR: ' RIS

ey
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NONOTGede Laalsnne L. MHiiaeT

House of Representatives

3

wasatunton, D. C.

-

Dear Congresgnan:

Tais is in further resnonse Lo yowtjrfmwwm‘ﬂw*ﬂggwwumm_ﬂ"
Fehruary 9, 1963 tracsmitting 2 letter ror%ﬂ T i ::} ;%Ei
| in which he inquires why certain files relateg Lo tie assaesination

| of President HKennedy have been kent clesed.

i}: 1 The Warren Coomisaleon sathered a vast amount of material,

! : much of {t haviny only rezote comnection with the assagsicatien. Tha

- bulk of the material that was bafore the Couwriszsiorn elther wss pub-
i lighed 4n ‘ts 26-volume Meavines or 15 ovatleble o researchers at

-
-

the National Archives. The relativel 1y small portion which 48 not

now availsble to the public covsists orirvarily of natiorul security

intellinence cor investiesntive rerorts — dealing larcely with activi-
| tisg far zemoved Fron the gsgassination {Lteelf — vhich 19 diselozed
i ) . wipht compremias confident sources or techuioues, or {n some cases

ieopardize the lives of fadiwilunls adroad., All of the Comission

moatarial which haa nat wer been released will be reviewad periecdieally

rntil 211 of it has hesn made avaflatle tn the nuhlic,

I aope that thig Infor=ation will he halpful. Tour enclosure
vg\ 18 returred herewith.

Sincerely,

v TPED ¥, VINSOW, Jr.
‘//// Agsigtant Attornev General

Enclosure —~1ATR
Records =
Chrono i Fox o
Hennagin ¢

Mr, Vinson
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e PLTASE TYXORDITS

ANSHERED WITHIN 48 HOURS

. . - = o
Receipt was acknowledged - bl
//(
Correspondence Section -

Records Administration O
Administrative Division

’
. .
B

Eongresy of the Wnited States

ouse of Representatives’

Fashingien, P.C.

Feb 9 166 8

Cengressicnal-lLiaison
Dept. Cf Justice
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FRED P WESTENBERGER

049

EDWARD F WEGMANN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1047 NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70112 TELEPHONE 524-0752
NOTARY PUBLIC

February 9, 1968

/5;5) 7/ //

Mr, Fred M, Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C, 20530

‘Dear Mr, Vinson:

I have and wish to acknowledge receipt of and thank you for yours of
the 31st of January, with regard to one William Turner, a former
member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, The information
furnished by your office will give assistance to us in our defense of
Mr, Shaw, Iam seeking additional information from the Civil

Service Commission,
Yours sincerely,
7
. — e
- e
’ » K /‘—‘.‘_——

Your assistance is appreciated,

EFW:ft
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MFR:BCS:rk ;1}7; Filest/’///

176-11

Honorable Jozeph S. Clark =2 (gg
P

United States Senate (QX/L;(;’/

Vaghin~ton, D.C. 20510

A

Desr Senator Clarik:

Ycu i"’"""‘ "”‘"'"’”""‘f A At eha petoahed
let 2% Qf ‘ mnlen S LA it

Zaprucer 1&.&.& QL L2 ASEES3LRALLI00L G FY em 7C
has not been relearved tc the public.
A »rint of the Zapruder £film is available for

investigation at the Naticnal Archives. Tae film may
not be published cr ccpied, newever, because Life Mazazine
cwnz a ccpyrisght cn the ‘i‘”. A print ¢f the filx was
acquired by the Government pursuant to 2.L. §9-318 to
preserve for historical purpeses the evidence which had
been before the VWarren Ccmzmissien, However, uo purpcse
was seen in takinz and paving fcr the coonyrizat since the
avallabilizy of the print in the Naticnzl Archives serves

the interest cof tte Goverrment and the public in a complete
investigation cf the assasczisation.

Sincerely,
s - . Martin F, Richsan
s R pcting Assiatant Attormey General
i“?““," Cffice cf Legal Counsel
- B
Wm R T
Attachment i
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Honcrable 0Odin Langen é
House of Representatives /

Washington, D.C. 20515

ey
3

Dear Mr. Langen:

Your letter to thes Attorney Ceneral concerning the
Warren Commission Report has been referred to me for reply.

The Commission wade a thorough inquiry and detailed
analysis of the facts conceruing the assassination. The
evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the Com=-
migsicn. 1In these circumstances, we see no basis for a
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always
open to receive new evidence bearinz on the assassination
if anyone uncovers valid new evicdence. The Department of
Justice stands ready tc ezamine any valid ané relevant new
evidence to insure that the facts surrcunding the assassin-
ation of President Kennedy are completely uncovered and
known to the public.

I hope this information will be of {interest to your
constituents,

Sincerely,

Martin F. Richman
Acting Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel




ODIN LANGEN
711 DISTRICT, MINNESOTA

COMMITTEE:
APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE
LEGISLATIVE

Congress of the Wnited States

BHouse of Repregsentatibes
Washingtor, B.E. 20515

February 7, 1968

Honorable Ramsey Clark

Attorney General

Department of Justice
Constitution Avenue between
Ninth and Tenth Streets

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Clark:

20530

RL ~

ka 3 9

/3

*

- )7
JTorNEy GENES

-

b

409 CANNON OFFICE Bglu:ma
TeLernone: CAPITOL 4-3121
EXTENSION 2165

HOME: KENNEDY, MINN,

SUEiYan

GALE R. MITCHELL
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

25 MM *5p

I am sure that your Department has been alerted to a recent
television program participated in by Jim Garrisom, offering his

many diverse views relative to the assassination and the Warren

Commission Report.

“{ . This program has generated public curiosity and we are
.’ receiving correspondence on the subject wnich basically reads as

Jf“ follows:

“After watching the District Arrorney from New Orleans on
the Jonnny Carson Show last night I came to the conclusion
that a 'Credibility Gap'' does indeed exist, and that it is

considerably wider than the majority of the people realize.

“This country is supposed to be a Democracy--well, then let's

begin te operate it like a Democracy.

Tne people of the

United States do nave a right to know the truth--at all times

and about all things.

time.

They have not been getting it for some

"Before we go ramming around the world, attempting to run other
countries--let's start right here at home and build a government
that will again have the respect of the people here at home.

It will then follow that we will receive the respect and

the trust of people of other countires.

Let the elected

representatives formulate our Domestic and Foreign Policies and
s like the C.I1.A."

not a bunch of bureaucrats and

pen

Vo

James Bond type
/d G-

11 rFB 8§

,mg
1968 'élg




Honorable Ramsey Clark -2 - February 7, 1968
This is an excerpt from one letter received and is typical
of others. :

Any comments your Department would care to make on the subject
would be helpful in responding to their inquiry.

Best personal regards.

OL/hd
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February 1 9, 1968
Sonorabls Tom Railsdeck
fouse of Pepresentatives
Washington, De Ce

"Déar Congressmans

munmummarmé,
1968, in which you ingquired as to whai was being doms 0

re-Open the imvestimtion ints the dsath of President Kemmedy

mnmotnnorz-mmaum.mmu
current probes

Wummefthdimdmwxm&nimot
his alleged new evidencs economrming the death of President
Kernedy. We have no reason to balieve, however, that such
mmmwﬂdhwmaﬁeamvm&tyﬁmm
clusions of the Varrem Cosmission, which mads a thorovgh
inmiry ard detailed anmalysis of the facta comcerning the
assassimation. In thmse circumstances, we see no baszia for

a new inquiry.

¥ith regard to your inquiry concerning the releass
of classifisd documants pertaining tc¢ the assassination, we
should 1iks to point cut that the Yarren Commdssion cothersd
& vast amount of material, much of it having only remote
commection with the aseassinntions The bulk of the material
that was presented bofore the Commission aither wns published
in its 2Xevolume 'sarines or 1s available to researchers ot
the Tational ‘rchives. The relatively smsll portion that ia
net now aveilable to the public comsists primarily of naticnal
security intelligence or investigative reports = dealing
largely with activities far removed from the assassination
itsslf « that 4if dlsclosed might ccopromise confldentisl
sources or tacleriques, or in some cases Joopardize the lives
of individeals alroad. Public availability of ether infore-
mtion had been dslayed pending complaticn of the prosecuticn
of Jeck by, but this informetion has now besn released.

Records/

Chmn i i4A ‘;‘:} IO I‘i!l.iis
Mr. Block (2) _ P CORITIPTIU L IO Bhe,
¥r. Vinson ? FED 10 1 2 1
Deputy Attorney General 1 3 15 1963 3"% )




-2 -

A1)l of the Commission material that has rot yet been
releesed will be reviswed periedically until all of it Jas
besn made available to the publie. Fome of the materizl is
Baing withhald for a specific period of time, such as 75 yeurs.

I dope this information will aseist you in anowering
your constitvents’ inguiries.

Sinnerely,

i FRED M. VIASXY, Jre
! | Assistant. Attormey Gereral
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THOMAS F. RAILSBACK . i B S ) ~ o
197H DusTRICT, [LLINGIS o - LonewonTtH House Orrice BUILDING
counTies: At 202228 3508 '
| Fovotmacn  Mom e Congresg of the Hted Stateg
: Kwox whrresio Bouse of Representatives Rg‘a‘@éﬁﬁ =
! Jumc‘l:\;‘t(‘ coOMMITTEE Washington, B.C. Mpi:wg-niz-vlot} \:gm
February 6, 1968 CR‘M!NAL DIViSiui
J . . . /f" .

-

Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice
viashington, D, C,

T

Dear Sir:

I have recently received many ingquiries as to
allegztions by Attorney Jim Garrison regarding the assasination
of President Kennedy four years ago.

I would appreciate it if you could inform me as to
wnat is currently being done to re-open investigation into
this matter, what is being done to uncover new evidence, and
what is being done in regard to making public evidence which
2llegedly has been kept secret or kept tewmporarily inaccessible.

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

TOM RAILSBACK
-’ Member of Congress

TR:sb
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THIS WAIL SHOULD BE
ANSWERED WITHIN 48 HOURS

s
-

Receipt was acknowledged_ - ~_ /. (2 ,

Correspondence Section
Records Administration Office
Administrative Division
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Honerable Jawmes €. Corman
House of Representatives /]
Washington, D.C. 20515 //\

Lear Mr. Corman:

Ycu have recuest ¢ our ccnwido*7t401'oL the attached -7¢
letter fromfa. . 5 L i....makes reference

to criticism cr tnz Ra:v&x Commiszicn Repert and to the
withholding of certaln material gathered by the Ccmmission,
and suzgests that a new inquiry is necessary.

st

The Warren Commission made a thorcugh inquiry and
cetalled analysis of the facts concerning the assassination.
The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the
Commission. 1In these circumstances, we see no basis for a
new ingquiry. The Federal Eureau of Investigaticn is always
open tco recelve new evicence bearing on the assassinatidn
if znyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Departrent of
Justice stands ready to examine any valld and relevant new
evidence to insure that the facts surrcunding the &ssassin-
ation of President Hennedy are cempletely uncevered and
krncwn to the public.

The Warren Cormission gathered a vast acount of material,
much of it having cnly remcte ccnnection with the assassinaticn.
The bulk of the material that was before the Ccmmissicn either
was published in its 26-volume 9°a*1“gs or is available to
researchers at the laticnal Arcnives. The relatively scall
porticn which is not now available to the public consists
primarily of national security intelligence or investigative
reports -- cealing largely with activities far removed froem
the assassinaticn itself -- which 1f disclcsed might ccmprcg%ae
confidential scurces or techg&cues, er in scme—ctwses jecpardize
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the lives of individuals abreczd. Public availability of
other informaticn had besa delayed pending coupletion of
the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information has now
been released. All of ths Corrmission material which has
Lot ol Lodn TelLuiil Wili oo rovitwed pevicaicaaiy until

o

all of it has been made avallable to thz gublic.

’;qhene this inforrmation will be cof interest to

Lo 1 7¢C

Sincerely,

Frank M. Wozeacraft
Assistant Atrorney GCereral
. Office of Legal Counsel
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Honorable Mike Mansfield
United Srates Senate
Waghington, D.C. 20510

-
g

udha“;‘Ld:

Lear Senalor

The Attorner General has asked me to reply te
your latter o“ Fehrpe~= 5. 10488, cconcerning a cuestion
raised by{T Jitn respect to evicence W Fc

Q;..pu.;uu_a.‘;...u u, O AT A | vu.wua:}siul W3 -a.; -3 L t curx \-ﬂtly

evailable to the public.

The Warren Corrmiczicn gathered a vast amount of
material, much ¢f it having only ramote conneacticn with
the asszssinaticn. The bdulk of the material that was
before the Coumlssion either was published in its 26-
volume Hearinng or is available to resesrchers at thae
National aAxcaives. The relatively srmall pertien which
is not now avaliable to the publ*c consists primarily of
naticnal security intellizeance cor investijative reoorts -
dealing largely with zetivities far reomcved frem the
assassinaticn {tself -~ which if disclosed mizat ceopro-
mise confidential scurces or technicues, or in scme cases
jeopardize the lives c¢if indivicuals s&broad. 2Fublic avail-

abili+ty of ctier infeorma “iCﬂ had been cdelaved pending
ccmp‘nticn cf tha prosccuticn cof Jact

information has ncw been released. All of the Commissien
material which has nct ye2t been released will e reviewed
periodicaliy uncil g1l of it kas teen mace available to
the public. Mr. McGimnils is mistaken in tihinking that
any portion of the evidence or the Report i3 being with-
helc for a specific extenced pericd =-- such as 53 years.

Nande gy kuf ~tad
el d

A\.AV' » [ SRS 3

The photographs and X-rays taken in coonection
with the autcpsy of Preszident Kennedy were transferred
to the National Archives by his family uncer restrictions



wiada La@ wovVEeswiEnt accepisa pursuant to the statute
governing the depcsit of historical materials relatiag
to former presidents. The autoepsy plctures are avail-
able for official inspection by any govermment body
having authority to investizate matters relatirng to the
asgassipation. They will also be available, after a
five-yenr pericd, for nomcfficial inzncction by swperts
in paticiogy cr reliated areas oi science, subject to
reztrictions sultoble to the subject matter ol the
pictures

It sihould te noted that the meat meoninrful
evionucn of suropoy ficdings consigts of the expert
gnalysis mole by tae dcc:o~a who performed the sutopsy;

the X-rays and photograpls are sizply a record cf wbat
the dectora saw and evaluzted., 7Two of the doctors who
periormed the au%opsy of the late President and testified
bafore the Cecmsissicn have examined the X-rays and photo-
grapas in the Archives end informed the press that the
pictures corroborzte the findings to which they bad
testified.

I hone this information will be of interest to
kR _.5nd his speech class at tke Lodge Grass
kigh denocls \_,

. 7C

Sincerely,

Frank M. ¥Vozencraft
Ascistant Attcrney General
Cffice cf Lezal Ccunsel

Enclosure
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Honorable John W. Byrnes ( 5
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20513
Dear Congressman:

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning the
withholding of evidence relating to the assassination of
President Kennedy has been referred to me for reply.

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of
material, much of it having only remote connection with
the assagsination. The bulk of the material that was

- before the Commission either was published in its 26-voliumse

Hearings or is available to researchers at the Naticnal
Archives. The relatively small portion which is not ncw
available to the public consists primarily of national
security intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing
largely with activities far removed from the assassination
itgelf ~-- which i{f disclosed mizht compromise confidential
sources or techniques, or in some cases jecpardize the
lives of individuals abroad. Public avallability of other
information had been delayed pending completion of the
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information has now
been released. All of the Commission material which has
not yet been released will be reviewed periodically until
all of it has been made available to the public.

The determinations of which specific itemsg of
Commission material should be withheld as described in the
preceding paragraph have been made in accordance with guide-
lines developed by the Executive departments and agencies
which had furnished documentary materials to the Commission.
Each of these departments and agencies applied the guidelines
to the materials it had furnished, and the staff of the



National Archives applied the guidelines to the materials
transferred to the Archives that had originated with the
Commnission.

The photographs and X~-rays taken in connection with
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the
National Archives by his family under restrictions which
the Govermment accepted pursuant to the statute governing
the deposit of historical materials relating to former
presidents (44 U.S.C. 397(e), (£f)). The autopsy pictures
are available for official inspection by any govermment
body having authority to investigate matters relating to
the assassination. They will slso be available, after a
five-year period, for nonofficial inspection by experts in
pathology or related areas of science, subject to restric-
tions suitable to the subject matter of these pictures.

Sincerely,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
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February 5, 1968

R 7 TREICEIVED )
Hon. Ramsey Clark / = \\
Attorney General (o FEER 1388 ?&!
. LS N b3 ind \o 1
Department of Justice f‘ b y:
Washington, D.C,. N ,c$Y*/
N OR ey aE N
N Orpry GENYS
Dear Mr. Attorney General: ' T

I have received inquiries concerning
various investigations of the Kennedy assassination
and I would appreciate being advised, what, if any,
evidence relating to the assassination is being

N withheld and under whose orders such action is taking
! 1 place.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,
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