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Honorable B. Everett Jordan 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 	

/  k Dear Senator: 

You have re ested our consideration of the attached 
letter of 	 sks why the a:  
Zapruder film of the assassination of Presi ent Kennedy 
has not been released to the public. 

A print of the Zapruder film is available for 
investigation at the National Archives. The film may 
not be published or copied, however, because Life Maga-
zine owns a copyright on the film. A print of the film 
was acquired by the Goverment pursuant to P.L. 88-202 
to preserve for historical purposes the evidence which 
had been before the Warren Commission. However, no 
purpose was seen in taking and paying for the copyright 
since the availability of the print in the National 
Archives serves the interest of the Government and the 
public in a complete investigation of the assassination. 

I hoe this information will be of interest to 
76.  

Sincerely, 

Frank N. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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December 28, 1967 

co w  

liepectfully referred to 
cn 0- 

c • 
CN.1  Department of Justice 

at 

for such c44sioteration as the communication 

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a recort 

thereon, in duplicate  to accompany return of 

inclosure.  

By direction of 
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Thanking you in advance, and with all best regards, 

Sincerely, 

B. Everett Jordan, USS 

rEa 7 r 

owterr JORDAN, N.C.. CHAIRMAN 
CAM. HAYDEN, ARIZ. 	 CARL T. OHMS. N 
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV. 	JOHN SHERMAN COL ., KY 
CLAIBORNE PEtJ_, R.I. 	 MOM SCOTT, PA. 
JOSEPH S. CLARK, PA. 
ROSIER? C. SYR°. W. VA. 

GORDON P. HARRISON, STAPP DIRECTOR 
NOON O. AUD(ANDIR. CHIEF COUNSEL 

11Crtifeb ,Stafess Zonate 
COMMITTEE ON 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

February 6, 1968 
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Lecrialcrtive 
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Service-
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pplies 

Mr. John W. Adler 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

for Administration 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Adler: 

Thank you very much for your December 29 letter in response to 
my inquiry of Dezember 28 in behalf of 7c 1=11111111MMIMIM 

I have received no further communication from you regarding 
the questions 	in his earlier letter to me, and I would 
appreciate your letting me have a report at the earliest possible time 
so that I may pass it on to 	 --- 7c 

BEJ:pj 

CC: 
	 7c- 
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E. EVERETT JORDAN 
NORTH CAROLINA 

11Crtifeb Ziatez -.Senate 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 205 le 

Dece:Ilber 23, 1)67 

7C 

Dear 

Thank you for your letter of December 21 commenting on the 
"Life magazine article "Six Seconds in Dallas". 

I certainly agree with you that the public has the right to the 
full story on the Kennedy assassination, and I have sent your letter 
to the Justice Department with a request for comment on the points 
you n_ade. 

As soon as I have a reply from the Department, I will be happy 
to pass it on to you. 

With all best regards, 

Sincerely. 

B. Everett Jordan, USS 

BEJ:pj 

bcc: Department of Justice 
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Director, Pat Bureau at Investigation 

January 5, 196E 

Fred It Vinson, Zr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

Assassination of President 
lid= Fitzgerald Xemedi  
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129-11 

Enclosed for your inforration ant such attention 

as ycn row deem 	'oate is a copy of a letter recently 

received from 

Eaclostnr4r 
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Form No. G-1H • 
(Ed. 1-20 -58) 

FROM 
OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 

TO 
OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK. 

MEMORANDUM The Attorney General 	  

Executive Assistant 	  

The Solicitor General 	  

Deputy Attorney General 	  

Antitrust Division 	  

Civil Division 	  

Civil Rights Division 	  

Criminal Division 	  

Internal Security Division 	  

Lands Division 	  

Tax Division 	  

Federal Bureau of Investigation 	  

Office of Alien Property 	  

Immigration & Naturalization 
Service 	  

Bureau of Prisons 	  

Administrative Division 	  

Budget and Accounts Office 	  
Supplies and Printing Section 	  
Records Administration Office 	  
Transcription Section 	  

Mail Room 	  

Telegraph Office 	 

Director of Public Information 	  

re" 
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Honorable Graham Purcell 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

ilk 

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to 
your letter of December 19, 1967, concerning the 
appropriateness of a new inquiry into the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their 
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon 
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analy-
sis of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence 
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. 
In these circumstances, we see no basis for a new inquiry. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always open 
to receive new evidence bearing on the assassination if 
anyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassin-
ation of President Kennedy are public knowledge. 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wczencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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G !RAH A v 1 PURCELL • 
12,TH DI;,! ', CT OF TEXAS 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

FVVHIeCt4HE  I TAA:AA LcLoSc;eT8EIX7A art 21 	2 511:14  $64., 206 FEDERAL BUILDING 	 out of ilepre.gentatibes4 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 
PHONE AREA COOE 214, RI 9-3889 	 December 19, 1967 

The Honorable Ramsey Clark 

Attorney General 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Ramsey: 

ROOM 1814 
VilaAbington, D.C. 20515 

1114 COMMERCE STREE2FF ■ C. oF 	AL OtJh'S:11. 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

suscommiTTEES; 
CHAIRMAN, LIVESTOCK AND GRAINS 

OILSEE"S AND RICE 
DEPARTMENTAL OVERSIGHT 

1210 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

C goirtgrec5 of tbe Einiteb 6tate PHONE: AREA CODE 202, 225-3605 

No doubt you are as vitally interested as I am in 

ascertaining that a true picture of the circumstances 

behind the assassination of President Kennedy has been 

derived. 

I have received similar expressions of concern from 

many of my constituents, who feel that another, more 

intensive investigation would be beneficial in re-

lieving the public anxiety raised by recent doubts 

of the validity of the Warren Commission Report. 

Accordingly, I hope you will continue to examine 

every new development in this area, taking whatever 

appropriate steps you consider necessary to insure 

that the true facts behind the Kennedy Assassination 

are known. 

With warmest regards, 

GP :rh. 

GRAHAM PURCELL 

<2/  

.C1  
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Form DJ-960 
(Rev. 6-2/46) 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROL IG SLIP 
T9 : 	NAME DIVISION BUILDING ROOM 

1. 
	 - 	i 

T. 	

51' 
 ft 

..../t_ /  

3.  

4.  

IIII SIGNATURE 

- APPROVAL 

• SEE ME 

Q RECOMMENDATION 

r—i ANSWER OR ACKNOWL-
L--I EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

.1 COMMENT 	 0 PER CONVERSATION 
MI NECESSARY ACTION 	ill AS REQUESTED 

III NOTE AND RETURN 	El NOTE AND FILE 

• CALL ME 	 • YOUR DITOR RATION 

PREPARE REPLY FOR 
1111 THE SIGNATURE OF 

REMARKS 

••weeL'' 

.. 	, 
‘•,‘ 

tea/A.  

( 
Y../ 1*'4".. 	FO.  / 	/4 CL''‘;4‘  r.z......40.  

V 	 ..... ? 

*Ma , 

zry..t 	r,:.„,r,0),..3--1 	44 .--1;) 	A)'' 	
.,.., 

I 

it,,,-,.....ei ....i:...v-,......k 	. 

. / 

r--  

i 
....t 

A.....1.-4.' 	,--14...,,,. 

FROM: 	NAME BUILDING & ROOM EXT. DATE 

1=7.1 	" 	'••,: 
l 	' 

g6/ 



7c_ 

nIr MESSENGER i° 
- • "7"TON3 2EC. 

JAN 2 

sure 

Records 
Chrono 
Halley 
Mr. Vinson 
DAG 

„ . 

Typed: 12/28/67 
FMV:RCN:bw 
129-11 D. A. g:-  

January 2,196e 

V 

Honorable George Murphy 
tnited States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Deer Senator: 

This is in response to your communication of tecenber 19, 
1967 transmitting a letter frac 

is which your constituent raises certain quest ons con-
cerning the Kennedy assassination. 

The enthore who have critielee4 the conclusions of the 
Warren COMIRSIOM de not claim to have anv significant new evidence, 
sa far as we are aware. Rather, their criticisms and domande for a 
new inquiry are based typo a different conclusions they have drawn from 
parts of the same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Commission rade a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. The evidence /only supports the 
basic conclusions of the Commission. In these -circumstances, we see 
no basis for a new inquiry. 

The Warren Commission tethered a vast smeent of material, 
much of it having only remote connection with the assassination. The 
bulk of the material that was before the Commission either woe pub-
lished in its 26-volume Hearings or is available to researchers at 
the National Archives. The relatively small portion which is not 
now available to the public consists primarily of national security 
intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing larnely with activi-
ties far removed from, the assassination itself -- which if disclosed 
might compromise confidential sources or techniques, or in sore cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroai. All of the Comnoission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
until all of it has been made available to the nuhlic. 

With respect to the leo Orleans matter. we can only point 



76- 

out that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proceedings with Feeeral 
authorities. It would net be proper for us to torment on theremidence 
in a case pending before a state court. 

I trust that this infornatino will be of interest to 
It is always a pleasure to be of assistance. Your enclosure 

is returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

FRED n. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney (leviers' 



9.1Cnifeb -.States Zertafe 

December 19, 1967 

Respectfully referred to 

Department of Justice 

for such consideration as the communication 

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report  

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of  

inclosure.  

By direction of 

CPO *JUIN ,Geor,gle Murphy, U. S. S. _ 

et.  
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Telephone Ca I s to US_ Embassy Canberra. Austrati a - 
Re-Planned Assassination - 

Oswald's Access to Information About the:U-2 : 

- 	'"r n -"" r 77 ) I (.=, t'-7 

- ctobersI ssue 

cannot find .it possible to be I i eve the Warren Report there are Just 
.. - 

too Many contradictionss and uncollected strings, that dangle in mid- 
- 

air.  -feel :that the American people have the ultimate  -ri ght to have 

all the  evidence brought forward and examined by the FBI rregard I ess , 

• 



rights 

dOesn't -fill 

the.- crtMinal- and the , commuAtSts rights over and a ove the 

of iffi_ocentvictims:_and„-1byal God-fearing Americans Certainly_ 

our hearts with trust and faith. 	Ifie'd really be naive - 

17.11epupreme court:judges are sUpteme Idiots, if,theybelieve such 

integrity and honesty of 4.14 so:horrible is that the 

men have,  come -shortof- what we would expect froM-men 	are deemed 

hOnettyrfot ant from a people cleat down to the every oasi working "citizen 
- • -- 

itc• 

e a 1 e1. dr,d L'm sure 	 for many) will not 
. _ 	 • 

Acts,: ate„,.wfuA l y:  investtgated 	Rest assured 
1  

etri4-14grateful to :w 	actompfts 
= 

e undenYable fact that the
. 
 SuOteme Court'hat:consittan 

e mA190 

present-  and n 

Coutt can 

any court 	 e factt ate:,t0"bearOught forward• 
... 	.,..0,4- 	.-  

or:disprove guilt but then you say that with no autopsy and 
,-- 

teiCiaved atid'•-having no pbttes ;questioned  

come 

wishing to inflict questioning on many that the Supreme 

forth with a verdict and we are to settle fot that. 

and wises the land. 

and more. ortme s corruption and dessent 

be -ttemMed unlets we start. Nor can It 

n:ot corrected and soon our country will duffer - greatly 

appears to be'the order of 

at-the „tob and-dethand truth and 

for more 

this truth and bring others in position o 

so-ferverently'desire. 
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De°ember 22, 196/ 

Director*  Federal Bureau of lariestigation 	TYPed: 12/2:1167 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 	 PHY:Wea:kgp:.. 
Assistant Attorney eneral 	 129-11 	At• 
Crtairal 

RECORD 

Attached for your informatics& is a copy of a telegram 

Sent to the Department of Justice by 
	

7C- 

7C 

Assassination of President 
Joint Fitzgerald Nennedy, Dallas, 
Tezas—Novester 221 196)  

I 1. 1
/ 
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Honorable Richard T. Hanna 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Hanna: ri( 
,\q 

You have requested our consideration of the attached 
letter from 	 iiks 
whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in connection with 
the assassination of President Kennedy. 

The Warren Commission thoroughly investigated every 
aspect of the tragic assassination of President Kennedy, 
and concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted solely on his 
own. The authors and other persons who have criticized 
the conclusions of the Warren Commission do not claim to 
have any significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 
Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new inquiry 
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn from 
parts of the same body of evidence that was examined by 
the Commission. The Commission made a thorough inquiry 
and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assas-
sination. The evidence amply supports the basic con-
clusions of the Commission. In these circumstances, we 
see no basis for a new inquiry. 

I hope this information will be of interest to 

11111.11111111111  

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

CG:tajAJ.1:744,74.X.E;7 
JAN 
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: Mr. Carl Belcher 
	 DATE: 12/13/67 

FROM : Willam Block 

sumjEcT: H. G. Huber 	 7 

4800 unmarked guns 

On 12/7, I discussed the various ways in which we might forfeit 
the rifles with T. E. Shaw, ATTD. He felt that our best basis for 
a forfeiture was under Section 905(b) of the Federal Firearms Act; 
that is, engaging in business without a license. He also felt that 
we should try to get Huber to sigh an abandonment of all his rights 
in the rifles, and of any claims he might have to them. 

Later that day I spoke to USA Lacour and advised him of Mr. 
Shaw's advice. He felt that Huber would not sigk an abandonment; that 
he would contest any forfeiture proceeding. He agreed, however, to 
speak to Huber about the abandonment. 

At 5:00P.M. on 12/7, I received a phone call from 'SA Wayne 
Justice, E.D. Texas, who informed me that he had been contacted by 
agents of the ATTD about the Huber matter. These agents informed 
Mr. Justice that they were coming later that day to pick up some 
riflesthat were hidden in his district. Since Mr. Justice was 
ignorant of this entire matter he called us for advice. I outlined 
to him what was happening with Huber and asked him to contact USA Lacour 
for further information as regards any promises of immunity made to 
Huber. 

On 12/8, I spoke to 	 CIA, and brought him up to date 
I on this matter. He informed me t at the CIA was investigating a 
"Cuban-type5 name that Huber had reportedly gone under. He did not 
however know the name. He promised to contact me if he had any 
further information. It should be noted that on September 27 and 

1967, Huber furnished a statement to Customs AgentIRMIS 

Huber went under the name of "Rafael Santiago." I do not know it 
regarding the rifles in question. At this time, owever, 

if this-is the name the CIA is investigating. 
On 12/13,j1 contacted Mr. Wolf, ATTD, who informed me that 

Huber had gotten himself a lawyer, who told him that he was not 
violating any federal law, and who-  advised him that he should not 
turn the rifles in. It would thus seem that we have reached a stalemate, 
and that we are no closer to the rifles than before. Mr. Uol-f-andI-
agree that this whole thing is a little fishy; that perhaps the best 

	

. thing we could do is to walk away from Huber a 	 -u-.3.4.,r.c.-.174 
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Honorable Vance Hartke 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hartke: 

You have requested our consideration of the 
attached letter of 
asks for a new inquiry into the assassination of 
President Kennedy, and states that her faith in the 
Chief Justice and the Department of Justice has been 
destroyed. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions 
of the Warren Commission do not claim to have any 
significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 
Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new inquiry 
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn 
from parts of the same body of evidence that was examined 
by the Commission. The Commission made a thorough in-
quiry and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the 
assassination. The evidence amply supports the basic 
conclusions of the Commission. In these circumstances, 
we see no basis for a new inquiry. 

2'1) 	
We are sorry that 	 Lea not agree with 

the Department of Just!!!!!!!!!!Latter, but this is 
out best judgment on the question. 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

Attachment 
N-S 

211 	L-• tEC is 

976 



Form DJ-96G 
(Rev. 6.22-66) 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTING SUP 
TO: 	NAME DIVISION But 	ING ROOM 

1. 
N.ti3g 

.•••••• 

• 

3. 

• 

1111 SIGNATURE 

IN APPROVAL 

• SEE ME 

• RECOMMENDATION 

. ANSWER OR ACKNOWL-
1.11  EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

is COMMENT 	 IIII PER CONVERSATION 

El NECESSARY ACTION 	El AS REQUESTED 

MI NOTE AND RETURN 	MI NOTE AND FILE 

II CALL HZ 	 • YOUR DIFOR RATIOS 

r---1  PREPARE REPLY FOR 
L-I THE SIGNATURE OF 

REMARKS 

• 

	

/ 	****IN\ 	1 	 ............ 

	

::: 	
... 

	

; ,,,, 	f.... 

7 „ ,..„ „,...__ 	„..... 

	

„.„„ ,_,.. 	, 

, 	..... 	( 
)Pc. 	 .-.;.; rte!  

FROM: 	NAME BUILDING & ROOM EXT. DATE 

977 



FMV:WSB:mep 
T-12/17/68 
129-11 

Decez.- 
Honorable Frank Horton 
Mama of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Coogressmaal 

This is in reply to your inqpiry of December 9, 1563, 
wherein yam forwarded for our consideration a letter Baca your 

7C 

	

	 „conatituent11111111111111.11 lobo poses certain questiens 
cceice ., : the assassination of the late President Kenneely, the 
Warren Commission's Report, and the investigation being con". 
ducted byllew Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison. 

7C 
With regard to 	 inquiry 0-oncoming the Warren 

Commission's Deport, ve would 	to point out that the Commis- 
Ilion gathered a vast *mount of material, itanding that which 
had even a remote coonectionvith the assassination. The bulk 
of the material that vas presented before the Cemmission either 
vas published in its 26-volume Hearings or is available to 
researchers at the National. Archives. The relatively small par. 
tion that is not now available to the public consists primarily 
of national security intelligence or investigative reports -
dealing largely with activities far removed tr.= the assasaina-
tion itself - that if disclosed might eompromise confidential 
sources or techeigees, or is some eases 4eopardise the lives of 
individuals abroad. Public availability of other infoznation 
had been delayed pendiag completioa of the prosecution of 
Jaek Ruby, but this information has now been released. All 
of the Commission material which has not yet been released 
will be reviewed Neriodicaily until all of it has been made 
available to the public. Bone of the materiel is being with.• 
held for any gpecifie period of time. 

f J 	 As fOr the investigation being conducted by fir. GarrLeN1„ 
yes only point out that he has not diseuated his proceedia7A 

,/ 	vith Federal authorities. We note from. levepaper accounts, 
however, that Clay Shag, the defendant in Kr. Garrison's 

l * 	
prosecution, rum an action in Federal, court to enjoin  the 

el /  
cc: Records 

Chrono 
Block 
DAG 
Mr. Vinson 

977 



prosecution of the crininal charges against his and that the 
Sum Court of the United State* has deniest his petition.. 
Ile nate further that Kr. Garrison bas now **heftiest the trial 
for January 21, 1969. 

to 	 It has been our pleasure to eerie you in this 
Ws 	this tem:nation

ur 
 will he of assistance in replyins 

nattar. 

Sincere114 

MED 14, MEM, Jr, 
Assistant Attorney General 



FRANK HORTON 
	

15215 Lowman Ham Orna 
3& Dumc9 Nur YOU 
	 (202) 223-4115 

COMMrTUS 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SMALL BUSINESS 

DOIMRWM 
107 F(XIAL BUILDING 

ROOILSTU. Nu. Yon 14510 
(716) 546-4900 

CongreSg of tbe Ziniteb *tata 
o u e of RepretsentatibeZ 

maysbingtott, 	20515 

) 	:---: T .  ,-...-- - 1- 0; , : . L., 	
'..1. 

! 
_ 1  

_ 

..,.../ - - 	 - 
- "N.,........ ' +- . 	- 	„.......-- 

- 	 ...... 

Dear Sir: 

In behalf of my constituent, who is 
identified in the attached letter 
copy, I should like to request your 
consideration of this matter. 

Thank you for whatever information 
and assistance you can provide. I 
look forward to your reply. 

With kindeet personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

• )• 

Frank Horton 
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Honorable Jack Brooks 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

vs. 

 

  

You ha 	ted m consideration of the attached 
letter from  requests 
that a new inquiry be made of the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather; their criti-
cisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon different 
conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same body of 
evidence that was pvamlned by the Commission. The Commis-
sion made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. The evidence amply 
supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. In 
these circumstances, we see no basis for a new inquiry. 

I h e this information will be of interest to 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

Attachment 
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NI NECESSARY ACTION 	0 AS REQUESTED 
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REMARKS 
Re your note on the attached c:ncerning 

the former Secret Service Agent's (:olden 	allega- 
ticns c,nc,7,rnin7 a Chica7o 4ot to kill _resident 
Kennedy. 

I have seen nothinn! to sup7ost that his 
Ellarltions are true. 	William Block, Criminal 
Division, advised me that Bolden had nothing whatso-
ever to do with guarding the :- resident in his dutis 
in Secret Service and -:70-1..in't have ':y1,en in a :ositi_7'7 
to receive this ty;e o: infermation. 	He said that 
:olden is in a 

He said that 
Clay S'_-_,a,:: s attorneys have been furnished a co;y o= 
the brief in Bolden's case and there is no Question 
as to guilt on the evidence in his 
He said said that Mr. Kossack is 	familiar with 3olden1 s 
ca7e and terms his "Secret Service frame-up" charg, 
7,re trash. 

FROM: 	1E BUILDING 6 ROOM EXT. DATE 

Lee Oliver x2321 12/12 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 20530 

Address Reply to the 

Division Indicated 

and Refer to Initials and Number 

November 22, 1988 

AIR MAIL 129-11 
Mr. Edward W. Wadsworth 
Clerk, United States Court of Appeals 
Fifth Circuit 
Room 408 - 400 Royal Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

Re: No. 26620 - U.S.A. v. One 6.5 mm. 
Nannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, 
Model 91033, eta.  

Dear Mr. Wadsworth: 

Enclosed for filing are 25 copies of our brief in the 
above-captioned matter. A signed certificate of service 
appears on the last page of the brief. 

Yours very truly, 

EDWIN L. WEISL, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Division 

By: 

Morton Hollander 
Chief, Appellate Section 

Enclosures (25) 

CC: 	William C. Garrett, Esq. 
Kilgore & Kilgore 
1800 First National Bank 

Building 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

No. 26,620 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Appellee, 

v . 

ONE 6.5 mm. MANNLICHER-CARCANO 
MILITARY RIFLE, MODEL 91-38, 
SERIAL NO. C2766, with appur-
tenances, and ONE .38 SPECIAL 
S&W VICTORY MODEL REVOLVER, 
SERIAL NO. V510210, with 
appurtenances, 

and 

JOHN J. KING, 

Appellant. 

APPEAL FROM THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

BRIEF FOR THE APPELLEE 

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE 

Whether the district court properly terminated the for-

feiture proceeding by dismissal of the libel after title to 

the subject property had been duly vested in the United States 

pursuant to Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat. 1185. 



three issues related to the validity and propriety of the 

in rem forfeiture proceedings. Such issues were: 

a. Does the Federal Firearms Act permit for-
feiture under the facts stipulated in this 
action? 

b. Does Public Law 89-318, dealing with items 
of physical evidence before the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, provide the exclusive 
remedy by which the Government can take the 
military rifle and revolver in question? 

c. Does the forfeiture of the military rifle 
and revolver under the Federal Firearms Act 
deny claimant King due process of law and 
just compensation guaranteed by the Fifth 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Prior to the entry of the pretrial order (and recog-

nized by the Court in the statement of the issues), Congress 

had enacted Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat. 1185, approved 

November 2, 1965, which declared that the national interest 

required that the United States acquire all right, title, 

and interest, in and to, certain items of evidence which 

were considered by the Warren Commission. The Act authorized 

the Attorney General to determine, from time to time, which 

items of evidence should be acquired and preserved by the 

United States. The Act further provided that whenever the 

Attorney General determines that an item should be acquired 

and preserved by the United States, "all right, title, and 

interest in and to, that item shall he vested in the United 

States upon the publication of that determination in the 

Federal Register." Section 3 of the Act vested the Court 

-3- 



Acting under the authority provided by Public Law 

89-318, the Attorney General, on November 1, 1966, pub-

lished his determination that the various items of evidence 

considered by the Warren Commission should be acquired and 

preserved by the United States. 31 F.R. 13968 et seq. 

Numerous items of evidence, including the rifle and re-

volver which were the subject of the in rem forfeiture 

action, were described in an appendix to the Attorney 

General's determination. Upon the publication in the 

Federal Register of the Attorney General's determination, 

"all right, title, and interest in and to," the rifle and 

revolver "vested in the United States * * * ." Section 

2(b), Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat. 1185. 

On October 27, 1967, appellant King filed suit, 

alleging jurisdiction under Public Law 89-318, against 

the United States in the United States District Court for 

the District of Colorado seeking just compensation for the 

two weapons acquired by the United States. King v. United  

States, Civil No. 67-C-518. That action is pending and 

scheduled for trial in December, 1968. 

On February 19, 1968, more than fifteen months after 

the publication of the Attorney General's determination 

vesting the rifle and revolver in the United States pur-

suant to Public Law 89-318, appellant filed a motion for 

judgment in the court below praying that a judgment be 

-5- 



ARGUMENT 

The District Court Properly Terminated the 
Forfeiture Proceedings by Dismissal of the 
Libel after Title to the Property had been 
Duly Vested in the United States. 

The essence of appellant's argument is that the court 

below, in February 1968 and more than fifteen months after 

the title to the subject property had been duly vested in 

the United States, should have proceeded to determine 

ownership of the weapons. Since it is plain that the pro-

cedure proposed by appellant would have been completely 

improper in light of the circumstances of this case, the 

action by the district court in terminating the forfeiture 

proceedings by dismissal of the libel was clearly correct 

and therefore the district court's order should be affirmed. 

Appellant relies upon 28 U.S.C. 2465 in contending that 

the court below should have determined his ownership of the 

weapons. Such reliance is, however, clearly misplaced. 

Section 2465 of Title 28 provides: 

"Upon the entry of judgment for the claimant 
in any proceeding to condemn or forfeit property 
seized under any Act of Congress, such property 
shall be returned forthwith to the claimant or his 
agent; but if it appears that there was reasonable 
cause of the seizure, the court shall cause a 
proper certificate thereof to be entered and the 
claimant shall not, in such case, be entitled to 
costs, nor shall the person who made the seizure, 
nor the prosecutor, be liable to suit or judgment 
on account of such suit or prosecution." 

-7- 



In addition, appellant's argument lacks merit since 

it is clear that 28 U.S.C. 2465 is not an absolute require-

ment that property be returned to a claimant for, as here, 

intervening events may divest the claimant of his interest.1/ 

The procedural setting in this case is not unlike that which 

was involved in United States v. The Antoinetta, 153 F.2d 

138 (C.A. 3, 1945). In that case, the United States filed 

libels against certain Italian vessels in July 1941 claiming 

forfeiture under an Act of Congress which authorized for-

feiture for acts of sabotage. The Italian owners of the 

vessels filed claims and sought dismissal of the libels. 

While the forfeiture proceeding was pending, and after the 

commencement of the Second World War, the Alien Property 

Custodian, acting under the Trading With the Enemy Act, 

issued a vesting order covering all the vessels involved in 

the forfeiture proceeding. The Custodian then petitioned 

the court for orders substituting him in place of the 

claimants. The district court granted the petition. The 

Court of Appeals affirmed. The court held that the vesting 

order had divested the claimants of whatever rights they 

had in the vessels and that such rights vested in the 

Custodian. The court declared: 

1/ 	The statute's purpose has been found to be for the 
protection of federal officials against liability for costs 
or damages on account of the institution of forfeiture pro-
ceedings with reasonable cause. United States v. Tito 
Campanella Societa Di Nay.,  217 F.2d 751, 756 (C.A. 4, 1954). 

-9- 



As noted, Congress specifically provided jurisdiction 

for the district courts to hear, determine and render judg-

ment on any claim for just compensation in connection with 

the acquisition of the subject property. Appellant can 

scarcely claim injury by prolonged and duplicitous litiga-

tion when it is the appellant that instituted the suit for 

just compensation in the district court in Colorado. In 

defending that suit in Colorado, the Government has raised 

appropriate defenses to the appellant's claim. Rather than 

allow the district court in Denver to adjudicate the merits 

of appellant's claims and the Government's defenses in the 

Denver action, the appellant sought to have the court below 

determine the merits of those claims and defenses. The 

issues which appellant desires the court below to determine 

are properly questions for the district court in the Denver 

action. Appellant is thus seeking to have the court below 

render judgment on issues which were not considered or 

decided by that court so that he might assert their applica-

tion to the issues which were raised in and which are to be 

decided by the district court in the Denver proceeding. The 

court below was clearly correct in declining to proceed as 

proposed by the appellant. 
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Honorable George Murphy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Murphy: 

You have requested our consideration of the attached 
letter fromaIIIMIIIIMMIMIIIMIMNIMmal___T_f___f 
reference to the criticisms which have been aimed at the 
Warren Commission Report, and asks why some of the material 
gathered by the Commission in connection with its investi-
gation of the assassination of President Kennedy has been 
withheld from the public. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their crit-
icisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon differ-
ent conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same 
body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. The 
Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed ahalysis of 
the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence amply 
supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. In these 
circumstances, we see no basis for a new inquiry. 

The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 
26-volume Hea 	or is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily 
of national security intelligence or investigative reports 
-- dealing largely with activities far removed from the 
assassination itself -- which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or is some cases 



jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public 
availability of other information had been delayed 
pending completion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, 
but this information has now been released. All of 
the Commission material which has not yet been released 
will be reviewed periodically until all of it has been 
made available to the public. 

There is no evidence suggesting that Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted with anyone else in planning or carrying 
out the assassination. 

I hope this information will be of interest to 

Sincerely, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

Attachment 
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SENT By. 
COMMUNIC .k-T7 	'1:77. C. 

NU 2,1 1 967 

ned: 11/8/67 

7147:rf:ka 
November 21, 1967 

Mr. Richert Debts 
Director 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Aushinegcs D. C. 

Dow IV. }Islam 

ia earamolodass your nanorandun of October 25, 1967 
micarning the letter of Mr. Valentine AA/worth to the 
Attorney Geotrel dated September 27, 1967. 

We have attacked a cow of the most recent corresvccdence 
from nr. Ashworth, in whicA he indicates his relatiomhip with 
some of t anti-Castro Cuban 	ond 

We wad agpreciate receiving your conraento cet Itr. Ashworth's 
statements and a sugary of the extent of Irifornation regarding 
hia contained in your files. 

MaCer 

aclOSure- 

PR EDL VI3Ecao  Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

VS" 



P • Greene., 
Deputy Associate Coccissiorer 

for Domestic Control 
Immigration taxi naturalisation Service 

Trail 

 

M ans:vo, Jr. 
Asaistarrt Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

Tyred . 1li8/67  
21, 1S7 • 

INTOZ2:30a 

Valentine Adavorth 

AtUwd is a copy of a letter fro' 	ValentIte 
Aehvorthto the Attiae7 Cenexnl,in vhIch he seeks to 

7c 
We =Aerators' that the Immigratian asA Net=rolization 

Service Iles a file (IA 12729461) on Ashworth,. =A refer this 
Matter for vhatever action you. deem anropriate. 

Attachment 

Recards (2) 
Chrono 
Miss Thurman, 
Mr. Vinson 

^fr. S 	GTfil 
EEC. 

4 
	 967 
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Director, Adana Bureau of Zurestiwition 

Fred M. Union, Jr. 
Asheisteet Attormy Citzeral 
Criminal Division 

November '-
1.1  1967 

riChiatecir 

1)4(Pi44.3.499 

3,29-ll 	4? 

Valentine Ashworth 

Attached for your informatics is a copy of a letter 
reeen1J,y received from Mr. Valentine Ashworth, who is presently 
incarcerated in the Calcasieu Parish ALL*  Lake avulse LOULSISI3d. 04 

We have referred Mr. Ashworth'. inquiry about his citizenship 
to the Trielgration and Ilatztralisatioa Berries MI forwarded a 
copy of his letter to the Central. Intelliigando Agency for its 
information. 

4 , 

LI  7 	
(I Ali ( 

11/ 

V 
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Chrono 
Miss Thurman (2) 
M. Vinson 
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T. 11/9/67 
FMV: 

129-11 

*r. Valentine Ashworth 
Poet Office Box - V 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

Dear Mr. Ashworth: 

This acknowledges your letter of Cctober 20, 1967, 
to the Attorney General, in which you state your desire 

IMMEMIEMMIIIIIIIMI 
we have referral your letter to the immigration 

and Naturalization Service, which bandies citi7Anship 
matters. 

Sincerely, 

FEED K. vissoN, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Receirds./ 

0 
	

Chrono 
Mr. Vinson 
Miss Thurman (2) 

E 



T. 11/24/67 	 November 24, 1."?.-.7 
FMV:KT:jac 
129-11 

Honorable Edward J. Cui 
H. of Representatives 
Washington. D* C. 

Dear Congressman: 

This responds to your letter of November 21, 1967s  COID•■ 

corning the letter of your constituent about the investigation 
being conducted in New Orleans Into the assassination of the late 
President Kennedy. 

We are =ears of the discussions by hr. Garrison of his 
alleged Dal evidence concerning the death of President Kennedy. 
We have no reason to believe*  however*  that such evidence would 
in ar way affect the validity of the conclusions of the Warren 
Comaissiou. which are presented in the Cammissionts Report. 

It is a pleasure to serve you in this mattes. 

Sincerely*  

FRED x. ?Maio  Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

iv 

Records,-- 
Chron 
Miss Thurman (2) 
Mr. Vinson 
Deputy Attorney General 

lig 



EDWARD J. GURNEY 

5TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

WASHINGTON OFFICE. 
459 HOUSE OFFII.:E BUILDING 

COUNTIES: 

BREVARD ORANGE 

Congre of the anittb *tate5 
Apo5e of Repreentatib0 

COMMITTEES: 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
CHERRY PLAZA HOTEL 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE: 

CHARLES L. MARTIN, JR. 

 

tut ington, IxJ 

 

Iiovember 21, 1967 

Fred :!. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
DEPAI-== OF jUSTICE 
Constitution Avenue between 9th and 1Cth Streets 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Yr. 7inson: 

This is in further reference to :17 letter of October 30 
rezarriin the interview in i'layboy  mac-azine with James 
Garrison on tne assassination of ?resident i'Lenhedy. 

Thank you for :our cooreration. 

Sincerely, 

Edward J. ':;11rney 
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Foto No. rm-i• 
11.2t43) DEPAR'ENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTING SLIP 
TO : 	N ANC DIVISION awiamma NOON 

Cliff Sessions 5116 , 2.  

return to Criminal 
3.  
Divisions  General Crim Section 2113 

4.  

PER 

TOM 

AS NEOINLSTED 
CONVIRSATION 

AND FILE 

SUMS SATIN* 

• SIGNATURE 	 0 CONSENT 	 NB 
c3 APPROVAL 	 - NECESSARY ACTION 	S 

ED sal ME 	 5 NOTE AND RETURN 	-NOTE 

In RECOMMENDATION 	5 CALL III 	 5 
0 :MIER

ON  
 ONONA.C1:110.Lig  • 

0  zr.A.R.samirtmgy FOR 
 OI 	  

RINARICS 

Cliff - 

We 	no commented" xxxxxx Garrison's 

recent press conference. 	Now we have facts 

which appear to conclusively rebut many of 

his allegations. 

Would thi s be a good time to issue a 

statement in this regard? 

Fred Vinson 

FROM: 	II Awe MAI.ANNA. 11100 	IM T. OA s a 

ASINSTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Colooloal Dioislom I 

12/29/67 

- 	
. 

4 	 4 
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