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The President has asked me to reply to your letter of
July 6, 1967, concerning the assassination of President
Kemmedy. Your letter criticizes both the methods and the
conclusions of the Warren Commission and urges a new in- S
vestigation. _ ' ~

3 We are saddened to leﬁrn that jou believe that the
Comnission deliberstely misled the public. This charge is
in our considered opinion without any basis in fact.

Regnrding your criticism of the Commisaion s procedures
S. and in particular the claim that the ''failure to conduct the

;f ’ investigation in the adversary tradition of American juris-
M prudence leads thinking people to believe there was some-
thing to hide,' you should be aware that the Warrem Coxmission' B -
N proceedings were not the equivalent of a criminal trial of . \\\
Oswald. In xiew of his death, it was impossible to establish -

the facts by a trial or equivalent adversgary proceeding. The
function of the Commission, in any event, was not limited o
to issues that would have been appropriate in a eriminal trial

of Oswald. These considerations are more fully developed in

the evaluation by the Commission of its functiom set forth at
pages xiv to xv of its report, which you may find helpful 1n
assessing its procedures and resulta.
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As to your disagreement with the conclusions of the
Commission and your demand for a new iInvestigation, it
should be noted that the authors who have criticized the
conclusions of the Warren Commission do not claim to have
any significant new evidence, so far as we are aware.
Rather, their eriticisms and demands for a new inquiry are
based upon different conclusions they have drawn from parts
of the same body of evidence that was examined by the Come-
mission. The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed
analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. The
evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the Com-
mission. 1In these circumstances, we see no basis for a

new inquiry. ) .
| h Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft i
- Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

By Martin F. Richman
First Assistant

",



T 2 WHITE HOUSE OFFIC
j REFERRAL -

To: The Attorney General Date: July 11, 1967

A

i

X ACTION REQUESTED

—  Drddt reply for: R
: President’s signature. ~ e
i —  Undersigned’s signature. -2
‘ ' NOTE T
Memorandum for use as enclosure to ) =g
reply.
Prompt action is essential.
X Direct reply. i “ If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
X Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,

| Code 1450.

oi— Suitable acknowledgment or other )
o appropriate handling. -
) Basic correspondence should be returned when

L Furnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re-
o quested.
\/.’; ~ For your information.
/\ \
.\\ o \\.
Y For comment.
\
REMARKS:
Description:
X Letter;:______ Telegram: Other:

Ts: The President

7C.

Ddte: 7/o/ol | /9'_'_’ 4
Subject: Questions conduct, intent of Warren Commission; askd newalkiveatigatiaSilt: 3
i : 15

! !

27° JUL 312 1087

R J

By direction of the President: 'l fAE ’
ot AL SO HNIEL
Whitney Shoemaker
lce Assistant to the President

(Copy to remain with correspondence)
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Typed: 6/15/68

FMV:RCN:ehd -
129-11 July 25,1968

Honoreble FPhillip Burton
Housa of Representatives .
Washington, D. C. . i

Dear Co-ngrc:cm: 7
This is in responss :o‘ g

transaditting a letter from % s
eoncerning thc u:u:tnation of Pras ant 2NN@AY .

o Thc suthors who have :ri:icixtd the conelusions of tha
Warren Coammissicn do oot claim to heve soy sipnificant new evidencs, -
so far as we are aware, Xather, their criticiswe and Jemands for a

-mew inquiry are hased upon different conclusions they have drawa from
parts of the scnme body of evidenca that was examined by the Coumission.

The Commissicn made a thorough irquiry and detailed snalysias ef tha

facts concerning the sssassination. The evidence amply supports the
basic conclusions of the Cormission. In these cirecumstances, ve ses
no basis Ecranevinqniry. o ' ‘ -

Ve ean only point mt thz: neither Mr. Garrhon wor
¥r. Shaw has ever discussed thegse proceedings vith Tederal :
suthoritles. The Faderal Distzict Court's erder teeporarily
reatraining Mr. Garrison £rem procaeding with the trial of
Hr. Shaw was issued at the raguast of Hr. Shaw and his attorneys.’
In these circumstaunces, we 40 not feal it would be proper for us
to comment on 2 cage pendim baton both th‘ gtate ad ?edetal
courts., PR — . 2 . ,'» S ‘.,_f

RS

Ac alvayt. 1t s s plea.nn ‘ocing of assistmce. ‘!5{;:

JUL 25 1968 ‘:s%

cucleanre is retnrned herwith. e ) |
osur ‘ - Assistant Attoruey Gemaral o
" Records o RS ‘ ' : :
Chrono =~ - R i
Nalley . . °- o e :
Mr. evinébn o S L s Y WESSENG
Deputy AG BT G MICATIONS sm

R

AR o



. HOUSE OF  PRESENTATIVES, U.S.
WASHINGTON, D.C.

........... July. 3. ..., 1968

Department of Justice
Congressional Liaison
wWashington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

The attached communication is sub-
mitted for your consideration, and
to ask that the request made therein
be complied with, if possible.

If you will advise me of your
action in this matter and have ‘the
letter returned to me with your
reply, I will appreciate it.

L2 T 7 |
DEPARTWENT 0F JUSTICE, B

‘:: ¥

) 10/ JuL 8 11968 M

= b / iR.TD

-

S IGaIBALSHAEINE ST
Very ;rulinyours, S

£7oEALS & RESZARCH SECTION
PHILLIP _BURTON. anittuhil QWISION
M.C. -

Califgrniam:mﬁiithuwm,Dmﬁ¢
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Tndoubtedly you are avare thst Preatdeﬂz Jabnaor: £ his Dews
coafercncc on Novesber 4, 19566 .a.xd.
would in any way
“ Warren Comsissfon.
4

20 far A8 we are mrsxe.

Tmcre

Dear Congtetsnan

the findings of the Warren Comnission or the sseassination of President
Keunedy. ) .
i Kb ! !

Of course, the Warreu Comcission’s proceedings sere not the
equivalent of & eriminal trial of Oswald.

was impogsible to establish the facts by a trial or squivalent adver-
: 7/ | sery procesding.
; I3

m. 1.- 1: Inrtber response to your ecacunlcation of July J,
1968 transxzittins two letters freom constituents of yours who gquestion

The function of the Cowzission,

Typed: 2% 7/11/68
‘ FMV:RAH :ehd
129-11

y vulriz, 1s8g

Honerable George E. Brown, Jr.

House of Kepreoentativa
Washington, D, C.

In view eof hifs deacs, 1¢&

in any everr,

was
ot lisited to issuves that would bave beec appropriste In & crfmimel
trial of Oswzald. . These corsiderations xre more fully developed In

the eavaluation by the Comvission of 1ts functiorn set forth &t pages
i xiv to xv of 1ts xeport,
: Q \ aa.ua!ng 1ts procaldures avd results.

whichk your wxz.s:_tcucnu mey find bc.lp!u.l Iz

le person to have = doub: abour rhe
But xi there 1Is any evidence sod 1t 1s broughs
forth, T am gure that the Comnission and the appropriare zu:barjt}u
wilX txkg ecrion that msy be juscified”.

¢
The aczhors who Rave cfitfcirad the coiclus{Gmk
Marren Commisaios 4o moc claim to have any signiffcane mew avideocs, |
\ Bather,

thefisr criticliens and demende for a
new Anquiry ars based upon Jdifferent concloeions they bave Jresws from '

I know of ro evidence thar

“orens ! <

P24

{
parts of tha ssse body of avidecce that was exemined by tha Commissfon.
Tne Cormissfion made a theorough Inquiry and detafied mizlwpis of the
il the natl
| basic conclusions of the Coummission.
\ ®o basie for a mew inguiry

The evidence enply susporte Che
Iu chese circiascences, we sece




-2
We can only point eout that nelither Mr, Caxrisca npor -
Mr. Shew has evar discussed these proceedings with Federal
authorities. The Federel District Court's order temporarily
restraining Mr. Carrisom from proceecingz with the trial of
¥r. Shaw vezs issued at the request of Yr. Shaw and his ettorneys.
In these circuxstances, we do not feel it would bLe proper {or us
te corment on 2 case pendirg bafore both the state and Federszl
courts.

I hope that this information will be helpful. TYour enclosures
are returned herewith. o - '

Sincerely,

-

PBED M. VINSOX, Jr. . .

Assistant Attorney Ceperal

P et o e

7/

L 4
R
-



- HOUSE OF REP._sENTATIVES,- US.
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 3 ,196..8

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice
washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed are two letters |
have received from consti-
tuents regardinc the in-
vestigation conducted by
Jim Garrison,

| would appreciate your
reviewing their comments
and furnishing me with

any information that would
be helpful in replying.

i ¥

Thank you for your assistance,

Please return the corres-
pondence along with your

reply. 2 9/

DEPARTHENT OF JUSTIC
Very respect,'tlQJ JUL 5 1?“68

>
r
A

J/ Calif—"
M.C., 29th District.

l”"““"‘GEB/lk oo e

o L: 'vl nlﬁr’*\‘ D
S R A X %me,ssc
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Represantatlive Brown:

I am writing this letter to maXks you aware of
my feellngs concerning 2 controversial issue.

The issue is that of tne assasination of President
John Kennedy and tha investigatlion belng carrled out
by the District Attoerney of New Orlenes, J. Garrlson.

Mr. Carrison nas ralsed some doubts as Lo the
validity of the Warren Commission Rz2port and the facts
as they have been revealed to the American public.

He seems to say that there is a shadow of docubt as to
wnether Lee Oswald was the lone assasine, or, in fact
whether Lee Oswald is at all gullty ¢f the crime.

It seems to me, from what I have learned in
school, concerning the rights of accused Americans,
that one should be proven guilty beyond a reasonable
shadow of doubt.. Mr. Garrison has raised this shadow
of doubt. FHe is doing i1t on the state level, and as ‘
such the Federal “Yovernment seems to have no juris-
diction, but several weeks ago a [ederal court
intervened Lo stop the proceedings, this seems to
have no legal ground or precedence in the history of
American Jurisprudence.

-

1 convey to you nmy concern of the governments
intervention in the ls2gzal proceedinzs of the State of
Louisiana, and thelr seemingly endless contrivance 7
in the work of Xr. Garrison., o

I also, convey to you my wish that you become
interested In this gravest of questions concerning .
my (and your) government, znd to bring the truth,
wihout question, to all the constituents of our
government.
' Perhaps you think that I hold a minority opinion.
You may base this on the few lefiers you receive
on this issue. If I say to peoﬁis write to your
representative, they only say 'Eure, what good will
that do', let us nct lose faith in our system and in
truth. Thils question 18 of concern to meny peovle.
I bedleve what I learned in school about America and
wnat she stands for, I do not want any doubis now.

JED

1.

JUL v el o~

CRiviivak Liviowid

-ts



Notes

These doubts will not be removed by an answered
letter of standard form without further thouzght,
consideration , or action. I heartily believe that
somelhing can pe done on the federal level to renew
Th=2 investizgetion and that 1t must start somewhere.
Let thhe somewhere s with you and your collegues and
let thhe time be NOW.

I wrtie this as an individual, but as I have
said, many people share these thoughts Lo gome degree.




June 21,1958

Q$
-

A g - o™ . ‘ﬂ
The Honorable George Z. Erown, Jr, L
House of Representatives
washington, D, C.

F ok A
538
it

-;f\

28

Dear Congressmen DBrown:
. -*

I'm sure that you are getting a lot of communication from
desperate and concerned people pleading and demanding stiffer
gun’ control laws, This is fine., I'm of the mind that zuns should
be totzlly outlawed in this country--not legislated. Eut I have
no illusions that gun control of any kind is a viable measure
a2gainst future political assassinations,

The truth lies with District Attorney Jim Garrison of New
Crleans., 4And whether you azree or not I wonder if you are aware
thar Robtert lennedy did believe in Jim Garrison, That Nobert Xennedy
in fact conveyed to Jim CGarrison that hs knew, &s he put it '"there
are many guns between myself and the Vhite House." Thus fully aware
of the conspiracy on his brother's life and fully awvare of the impli-
cations for himself, he told Garrison that if elecued he would prose=
cute those responsible, Now he is gone.

(If you wish you may verify this by either contacting Radio
Station KFFK which broadcasted the tape of CGarrison's statement or
‘Garrison himself). And what you choose to believe after that is
your private matter. Eut I would put to you that it 1s one of the
most crucial issues threatening our country today and that it is a
most urgent that you, who I have voted for and respect highly, and
that other clear thinking Congressmen and Senators move lmmediately
to see that Garrison at least gets a chance in court--to either prove--
or éisprove his case against the government,

7 I think this is the least imericans deserve, having been deprived
of the most hopeful and brilliant leaders this country could ever create,
I think it is the least we owe to their memories., 1 think it is the
least we owe to our country, I hope that you will act and act quickly.

Very trul
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Typed: 7/9/68

FMV :WSB:km
125-11

Jely 11,1968

" The neehdmt T
msmuorneemum
Huh.tngtm,n.c. e

. Dear aa-. viee mmta

knwmcmm@&eu&tmwwammtmw .
crindnel case £11ed agzinst Qay &haw, Ihis Depertment
bas taken o action of sy description to interfere with
the trial of that case. Recently Mr. Shew filed au sction
4n the Fedsral court to enjoin the prosecution of the cris= -
incl charges egaicst him, sxd on the basis of the allege= ==
tions set forth the court $ssued & texporary vestreiving = - "
f/

ERR
[N

s'mtw&'dtumm«mm

M. Vinsm | [SENT »Y mmssswermy . -
o . |coMmyUNICcATIONS sz;« o T

JUL 11 1968 g
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

July 2, 1968

TO: Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice

"ROM - William B. Welsh
Administrative Asstistant

Fnclosed is correspondence receijved by

the Vice President. Could vou orovide

a report on this matter? If the action
called for can arpropriately be taken,

this would be appreciated.

Please address vour renly to the Vice

y

President, returnine the corresprondence.
b

LETTFER FROM

-7

/&”’/‘% 3_3//0“

*Vm Angeit N T

e ST M0 JUL B iqceg

2 52/ /o/
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See last paragraph.
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