
FMW:MFR,LDCS:em 
File: 129-11 

cc:Files 10,  

Stephenson 
White House 
Copeland 

Ja. 14 14K: 

I 

 

Dearaill1111111---  7c 

  

• The President has asked me to reply to your letter of 
July 6, 1967, concerning the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Your letter criticizes both the methods and the 
conclusions of the Warren Commission and urges a new in-
vestigation. 

We are saddened to learn that you believe that the 
Commission deliberately misled the public. This charge is 
in our considered opinion without any basis in fact. 

Regarding your criticism of the Commission's procedures 
and in particular the claim that the "failure to conduct the 
investigation in the adversary tradition of American juris-
prudence leads thinking people to believe there was some-
thing to hide," you should be aware that the Warren Commission's 
proceedings were not the equivalent of a criminal trial of 
Oswald. In ilea of his death, it was Impossible to establish 
the. facts by a trial or equivalent adversary proceeding. The - 
function of the Commission, in any event, was not limited 
to issues that would have, been appropriate in a criminal trial 
of Oswald. These considerations are more fully developed in 
the evaluation by the Commission of its function set forth at 
pages xiv to xv of its report, which you may find helpful in 
assessing its procedures and results. 
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As to your disagreement with the conclusions of the 
Commission and your demand for a new investigation, it 
should be noted that the authors who have criticized the 
conclusions of the Warren Commission do not claim to have 
any significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 
Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are • 
based upon different conclusions they have drawn from parts 
of the same body of evidence that was examined by the Com-
mission.-  The ComMission made a thorough inquiry and detailed 
analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. The 
evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the Com-
mission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

By Martin F. Richman 
First Assistant 

• 



Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

	 Furnish copy of reply, U any. 

• 
	 For your Information. 

	 For comment. 

THe President 

WHITE HOUSE OFFIC 

REFERRAL 

To: The Attorney General Date: July 11, 1967 

ACTION REQUESTED 

	 Draft reply for: 
	 President's signature. 
	 Undersigned's signature. 

NOTE 
	Memorandum for use as enclosure to 

reply. 

X  Direct reply. 
	 Furnish information copy.  

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

X  Letter: 	 Telegrams Other: 
To: 

Fro= 
Date: 

Subject: 

i/ 0/ 0, 
Questions conduct, intent 
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lcc 
Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President 

(Copy to remain with correspondence) 
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courts. 

As always, it is a pleasure being of assistance. 
enclosure is returned herewith. 

MID 11--1111503, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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July 25, isea 

Honorable Phillip Burton 
Neese of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman: 

This is in response to 
transmitting s letter front 
concerning the assassination o fres cant anneal. 

The authors who have criticised the conclusions of the 
Warren CColsiSS1011 do not elate to have any significant new evidence, 
so far as we are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a 
new inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drawn Iron 
parts of the same boar of evidence that VAS exanicea by the Commission. 
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the 
facts concernins the assassination. The evidence amply supports the 
basic conclusions of the Commission. In these tireumetancas. we see 
no basis fora new inquiry. 

We can only point out that neither-Mr. Garrison nor 
Ht. Shaw has ever discussed these proceedings with !federal 
authorities. The Federal District Court's corder temporarily 
reatrainins At. Garrison from proceeding with the trial of 
Mr. Shaw. was issued at the request of Mr. Shaw and his attorneys.' 
In these circumstances, we do not feel it would be proper for us 
to comment on a case pending before both the state and Federal 

Pri 
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Very truly- yours, 
	 r,  

HOUSE OF FRESENTAT1VES, U.S. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

	Judy  3  

Department of Justice 
Congressional Liaison 

Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

The attached communication is sub-
mitted for your consideration, and 
to ask that the request made therein 
be complied with, if possible. 

If you will advise me of your 
action in this matter and have.the 
letter returned to me with your 
reply, I will appreciate it. 

[sF?Ei.,,LS REKAKh SECTIOr■ 
PIULLIELIEJETatlz""n!Sn 

M.C. 	• 

Calitoraia.  - 
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Honorable George E. Brow. Jr.. 
house of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressme*: 

This Is In further response to your cononnicatIon of inI79„. 
1968 trensmittine-  two letters from constituents, of your* who question 
the findings of the Warren COmmlesion on the assassination ofFrusident 

tatinedy. 

Of course, the Warren Coeniasion's procee..iincs were not the
equivalent of • criminal trial of Oswald. In view of his death, it 
WAS impassible to establish the facts by a trial or equivalent Arbrer - 
oar> proceeding. The function of the aoceisaion, in any evert, Wee 
not limited to issues that would have been appropriate in a cr1olturl 
trial of Oswald... These considerations are more fully enveloped 
the .valuation by the Comolssion of Ire function set forth at pages 
sly to sr of Its report. which your constituents may find helpful in 
assessinz its procedure* and results. 	' 

Undoubtedly you are aware that President Johnson In 131.0 rt../ 
conference on November 4, 1966 said 	knee of so evidence that 
would in any way cause mey reemonable esteem to hmeo m doubt shout the 
Warren Commission. Nut if there te nary mrldence and it is brought forth, t en sure that the Cosi-select and the opproprlmee etcher-fete', 
will maims action that may be justified.. 

The sect:era who beee eiirletmet ch. eeiffieltallbea -ef the 	i
t 
 

Warren Commissioe do me tiara to harm any eSetiflemer mew gVichIMWart„,-.  
M. row as vs are emote. Rather, their criticises and de..nie for wee inquiry arm based upon dirroroni Conclusions they have dram rnoro .  
parts of the caws belly at evideace that war aseetaai by Atha C-••••.fsesi.ois. 
The Cermmisaina coda a thorough Inquiry and ofacolloe ono_Iyorr oP the recta car.racazatome the ooz0000amotton. the ovieomoo aapZr awv,po,em heats canclAmelon. of the Comm...too-Ion. X= chose otrou•oc0000m. — woo ee heals for a env inanity_ 	- 
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We can only point ont that neither Mr. Garrison nor 
Hr. Shaw has ever dincussed these proceedings with Federal 
authorities. The Federal District Court's order temporarily 
restraining Mr. Garrison from proceeding with the trial of 
Er. Shaw was issued et the request of Hr. Shsw and his attorneys. 
In these circumstances, vs do not feel it would be proper for us 
to comment on a case pending before both the state end Federal 
coerts. 

I hope that this ieforeetion will be helpful. Your enclosures 
are returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

FRED 	VINSON. Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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' HOUSE OF REP1.-ANTATIVES,. U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

July 3 	, 

Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed are two letters I 
have received from consti-
tuents regarding the in-
vestigation conducted by 
Jim Garrison. 

I would appreciate your 
reviewing their comments 
and furnishing me with 
any information that would 
be helpful in replying. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Please return the corres- 
pondence alo 11. 
reply. 

DEPWTMENT OF JUSTICE R 
y 

Yery respect V, JUL 5 1'68 c)-‘ 
D 

•71 

EC: t 1M  

Afx,  29t h  District. 
w'm" G EB / lk 

GEOR 

V 	Cali 
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Representative Brown: 
I am writing this letter to make you aware of 

my feelings concerning a controversial issue. 
The issue is that of the assasination of President 

John Kennedy and the investigation being carried out 
by the District Attorney of New Orlenes, J. Garrison. 

Mr. Garrison has raised some doubts as to the 
validity of the Warren Commission Report and the facts 
as they have been revealed to the American public. 
He seems to say that there is a shadow of doubt as to 
whether Lee Oswald was the lone assasine, or, in fact 
whether Lee Oswald is at all guilty cf the crime. 

It seems to me, from what I have learned in 
school, concerning the rights of accused Americans, 
that one should be proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
shadow of doubt.. Mr. Garrison has raised this shadow 
of doubt. He is doing it on the state level, and as 
such the Federal 'overnment seems to have no juris-
diction, but several weeks ago a federal court 
intervened to stop the proceedings, this seems to 
have no legal ground or precedence in the history of 
American jurisprudence. 

I convey to you my concern of the governments 
intervention in the legal proceedins of the State of 
Louisiana, and their seemingly endless contrivance 
in the work of Mr. Garrison. 

I also, convey to you my wish that you become 
interested in this gravest of questions concerning 
my (and your) government, and to bring the truth, 
without question, to all the constituents of our 
government. 

Perhaps you think that I hold a minority opinion. 
You may base this on the few let„ters you receive 
on this issue. If I say to peqAe write to your 
representative, they only say 'sure, what good will 
that do', let us not lose faith in our system and in 
truth. This question is of concern to many people. 
I believe what I learned in school about America and 
what she stands for, I do not want any doubts now. 

t 



Notes 

These doubts will not be removed by an answered 
letter of standard form without further thought, 
consideration , or action. I heartily believe that 
something can be done on the federal level to renew 
the investigation and that it must start somewhere. 
Let the somewhere be with you and your collegues and 
let the time be NOW. 

I wrtie this as an individyal, but as I have 
said, many people share these thoughts to some degree. 
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June 21,1908 

The Honorable George Z. Brown, 	.e..e.cnE Jr.• 	1 	0 ;..;0•_ 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressmen Brown: 

I'm sure that you are getting a lot of communication from 
desperate and concerned people pleading and demanding stiffer 
gun control laws. This is fine. I'm of the mind that guns should 
be totally outlawed in this country--not legislated. Eut I have 
no illusions that gun control of any kind is a viable measure 
against future political assassinations. 

The truth lies with District Attorney Jim.Garrison of New 
Orleans. And whether you agree or not I wonder if you are aware 
than Robert :Kennedy did believe in Jim Garrison. That Robert Kennedy 
in fact conveyed to Jim Garrison that he knew, as he put it "there 
are many guns between myself and the Thite House." Thus fully aware 
of the conspiracy on his brother's life and fully aware of the impli-
cations for himself, he told Garrison that if elected he would prose-
cute those responsible. Now he is gone. 

(If you wish you may verify this by either contacting Radio 
Station KPFK which broadcasted the tape of Garrison's statement or 

.Garrison himself). And what you choose to believe after .that is 
your private matter. Eut I would put to you that it is one of the 
most crucial issues threatening our country today and that it is a 
most urgent that you, who I have voted for and respect highly, and 
that other clear thinking Congressmen and Senators move immediately 
to see that Garrison at least gets a chance in court--to either prove-- 
or disprove his case against the government. 

I think this is the least :americans deserve, having been deprived 
of the most hopeful and brilliant leaders this country could ever create. • 
I think it is the least we owe to their memories. I think it is the 
least we owe to our country. I hope that you will act and act quickly. 

7< 
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The Ties President 
Rev Eenate Office Raiding 
Washington, D. O. 

Dear Der. Viee Presidents 

July 11, 1965 

This is in reply to your inwiry of 
eactemseitto a letter rea received from ,„ 

mia=17,7 appears to be laboring under a misescre• 
bensa.on coucersisg the status of this Departaent in the 
criminal case filed against C1 Eh m‘. This Department 
has Ulm no action of any description to interfere with 
the trial of that case. Recently Itr. Sham filed es action 
in the Federal court to enjoin the prosecution of the crier 
Inal charges against him, axed on the basis of the *UAW 
tic= set forth the court issued a temporary restraining 
order. 

to 
this 

W4 ere 

SENT I Y MESSENGia 
COMMUNICATIONS SEC, 

JUL 11 1968 xii4 

We 	this report vill be of assistance in replying 
It bee been our pleasure to serve you in 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1968 

TO: 	Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 

pRop. 	William B. Welsh 
Administrative Asststant 

Enclosed is correspondence received by 

the Vice President. Could you nrovide 

a renort on this matter? If the action 

called for can anpropriately he taken, 

this would be appreciated. 

Please address your reply to the Vice 

V President, returnincr, the corresrondence. 

LETTER FROM 

-7C 

t/L4 	 ■ ," 	• 1,- 

110 JUL 3 1068 
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See last paragraph. 

I think ou or Tully requested interviews of_An____ws 
7C 	 and those mentioned by 	in interview 
7C 	omebody) and perhaps get from.M11114L,  

as to whether he'd called Andrews in hospital, etc. tC 

• FV 
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