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v
! The Vice President :\

United States Senate
Waghington, D. Q. :

( Dear ¥r. Vica Ptesidaut:

Thig is {n response to your ecoommiration of Anrll 25, 1967
transmittine a letter from ) fra - o :
regarding the asssasination o ?mi ent Levnredy.

Tha suthors who hzve exiticized tha conclusions of the
VYerren Cozmissioa do not clsi{a to have any significant new evideuce,
80 far a8 wve are awvare. Rather, their eriticisms and demnnds for s
naw inguiry are based uponm different conclusions they have dravm from
parts of the same body of evidence that was exaxinad by thie Comzigsion,
The Comnigsion msde a thorouzh inquiry and detatled analyasis of the
facts concerning the asgassination. The evidance amply supporis the
basie conclusions of the Commission. In thesec circungtances, we sce
2o basis for a new inquiry.

" The Warren Coemizsion gathezed & vast arcunt of material,
wuch of 1t haring only remsote cornection with the assassination. The
bulk of the material that w2s befcve the Cormission eithar weas pub-
ligshed in 1ts 26~volume Hearincs or is availshle to researchers at
| the Nationsl Archives, The relstively small portiorn vhich 1is not
now available to the public comsiats primarily of national security
intalligence or investipalive reports ~- dealins largzely with acrivi-
ties far removed froa the assassination itgelf -- vhich 1f discleged
; uight compromise confidential sources or techniques, or in sore cases
i Jeopariize the lives of individmals ahroad, Pueblic availability of
| other inforaation had been delayed peuding completion of the prosecu-
tion of Jack Ruby, but this information will now bo releasad, All of
the Comnlssion material vhich has not yet been relessoed will be ve-
viewed pcriodically u:::il All of 1t hes deen mada available to the

public.

74y



2.

With respect to the ¥ew Orleana matter, we car only poiat
out that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proceedings with Federal
suthorities. It weuld not be proper for us to eomnent on the evidence
in a casa pending before a state ecourt,

As alwsys, it s a plaasure to he of assistance. Your
encleosure {s returued herswith.

Sincerely,

FRED M. VINSON, Jr.
Aasistant Attorney Ceneral



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON
April 25, 1967

20510

Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice

William B, Welsh

CM:
FR Administrative Assistant

Enclosed is correspondence received
by the Vice President. Could you provide a report
on this matter? If the-action-called.for can
appropriately—be—taken;—this—would be-appreciated.

Please return the correspondence
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and your reply with one copy, addressed to the

Vice President. ‘ . i35
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FMW :DCS :em cc: Files/

File: 129-11 ?/L Stephenson
‘ ? Copeland

Dea- EENRNNNN — 7

' Your letter to the President of April 29, 1967,

- concerning the play "Mac Bird," has been referred to
me for reply.. You ask a number of questions of opinion
concerning the production of this play, and note that .
you are writing a research paper on public reaction to
it.

We can only point out that there is no basis in
Federal law to seek injunction of the publicatiom or
performance of a play which purports to be a political
satire, regardless of how unfair and tasteless it may

WS
% A . " sincerely yours, - '
: 7 - o o ~ " Frank H.7w°zenéraft
- ‘ - Assigtant Attorney General

0ffice of Legal Coumsel

L i T
Do moe

oo TETERS
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g : * T E WHITE HOUSE OFFIC
REFERRAL
To: The Attorney General Date: May 2, 1967 : 22 -
ACTION REQUESTED
— Drait reply for:
" President’s signature.
- ! __ Undersigned’s signature.
N a
SN , NOTE
. v\~ Memocrandum for use as enclosure to
S YT reply. .. .
d NS Prompt action is essential.
“ogE Direct reply If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
PR Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
X Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling. .
. . Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of zeply, if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment i3 re-
quested.
For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:
Description:
__ X Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: The President
From: R R 7
Date: 4/29/67
o &
Subject: The play '"MacBird!. [2=9-/]

'CEPARTMEMT OF J¥STICE

|

mg

(Copy to remain with correspondence)

. WA 4 1557

By direction of the Présidept: ‘
1 EERIR

F oF [T&AT eaireezy |

/ [/Ux‘// Al

Paul M. Eoﬁple
Assistant to the President

{
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The Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson
President of the United States
The White House

Washingt.m, DeCe

Tear President Johnson:

You undpubtedlv have heard of the play "™MacBird, " currently being_
performed in New York City. The play, written by Barbara Garsen,
follows the plot of Shakespeare's "MacBeth™ and is a logse parcdy
in which the title character is meant to be President Johnson who
is designated in the play as the arranger of the murder of Presi-
dent Kennedy.

Much of the public reaction to Mrs. Garsen's writing has been quite
severg, For instance, Edith Oliver, writing in the March 11, 1967,

issue of the New Yorker, called "MacBird!" such things as a "vulgarity

of cheaply written lines" and "libel thinnly disguised as a high-
spirited undergraduate prank," Earlier this month, FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover, writing in the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, referred
to '"MacBird" as "a ‘'satirical' piece of trash that maliciously
defames the Presidemt,"

{'My purpese in writing to you is to respectfully solicit your opinjon
. Tegarding the production of "MacEird." I am a graduate student in
journalism at the University of Minnesota and am writing a research
:paper on public reaction to 'MacEird.”™ I am concerned with freedom
of speech, but I also an concerned with the responsibility of those
who speak or, as in the case of the author of "MacBird," those who
write,

America is perhaps the ocnly country on this earth where such a play
could have been produced at all, Do you agree with this? Do you
think that some govermment agency should have made an effort to
suppress the play? Do you think that freedom of speech should bte
extended to a play such as this which has been described as
™rulgarity"?

I hope that you will not consider this letter too grave an imposition
on your valuable time, I do hope, however, that I may hear fram you
scon. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,




o cc:Files L///
FMW:DCS:em Stephenson
File: 129-11 27 Dep.A.G.

é} Copeland
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Honorable George Murphy,
bnited States Senate,
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator'Mnrphy:

This refers to your memorandum of April 27, 1967, re-
questing the Departmen 's commenta on a letter to you dated
April 8, 1967 fromr , &

<

s il letter urges that the National Ar-
c:Fves be Opened to ralease all the evidence concerning

CQ' the assassination of President Kennedy and also criticises
§?V the conclusions reached by the Warren Commigsion.

; The warren Commission gathered a vast amount of ma-

' terial, much of it having only remotae connection with the
assassination. The bulk of the material that was before

- the Commission either was published in its 26-volume Hear-

ings or is available to researchers at the National Ar-
chives. The relatively emall portion which 18 not now
available to the public comsists primarily of national
security intelligence or investigative reports -- deal-
ing largely with activities far removed from the assassina-
tion itself «- which 1f disclosed might compromise con-

, fidential sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopard-

ize the lives of individuals abroad. Public availability -

of other information had been delayed pending completion

of the prosecution of Jack Rahy, but this information will

now be released. All of the Commission material which

has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically

until all of it has been made availabla to the publiec.

S TD AND MALED
gzmmmmuows SEC.

MAY 5,

>
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As to”criticism of the Warren Commission
report, it shou noted that the authors who have criti-
cized the conclusions of the Warren Commission do not
claim to have any significant new evidence, 8o far as we
are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a
new inquiry are based upon different conclusions they
have drawn from parts of the same body of evidence that
was examined by the Commission. The Commizsion made a
thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the facts con-

cerning the assassination. The evidence amply supports
the basic conclusions of the Commission.

Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
0ffice of Legal Counsel



AWUlnifed Hiates Denale

April 27, 1967

Respectfully referred to

T

- Department of Justice

D T B TR L R R LT PP

for such consideration as the communicaticn
herewith sub@itﬁed may warrant, and for a report

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

E CUf? By direction of
W

/9-/ N

‘.n.lll .

George Murphy, U.>S. S; z

27 ARR 25 t;a?ﬁ.#'.;.

.l_ RAD.
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This is an interesting summary
by a well-informed correspondent.

His editorial conclusions are enlightening--

at least in part. W
g
/
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Honerable Janes C. Corman
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C,

Dear Congressman:

This {s in respomse to your communication of April 25. 1967
trangnittinos & lettar from. regariing the sasessi-
sation of Prasident Keanedy., ~

The Warren Cosmission pathered a vast aseunt of msterizl,
maeh of it bavizg omly remote conanection with the assassination.. The
bulk of the aaterial that was defere the Commissicn a2ither was pub-
lishad in its 28-voluze Haarines or s avzfilsble to researchers et
the Hational Archives. Trze relatively suall porticn which is net
pow available to tha public conalists primarily of mational security
intelligence or investipative veports - dealing largely with activi-
tias for remcwed {ron the assassiaztien Ltself — which 1{f discleosed
sight compromise confidential seurces or techoiques, or ir snze casers
Jjeepardixe tha lives of individuals abrosd. Publie availahility of
other infermation had beern delaved pending coxpletion of the prosecew-
tiea of Jack RHuby, but this information will pow be relisaxed. All of
the Commission materiazl which hxs pet yet been rolassed will be re-
viewved perindically until sll of it has been made available to the
publie.

With respect to the New Oriears wmatter, we can only point
out that ¥r. Caryriscn hag 2ot discumsed his proecesdinns with Federsl
authorities. It would wot be pronér for us te cnxwment on thea evidencs
12 & case pending befors a stite court.

As alwtyv.'it is 3 plaasure to be of assfstance. Your en-
elosure {3 returned herewith.

Sincerely,

/4

CJqV Q. -

v,f FRED M. VINSOX
Records Assistant AttornayiCe

mgmcnﬁ@sﬁs R2C.
§{‘é3’1 8 1987WDR ‘,

Chrono
Ralley (2)
Vinson
DAG



Congress of the WUnited States
House of Repregentatibes

Washington, D.L.

April 25, 1967

Congressional Liaison Office
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C.

Sir:

The attached communication
is sent for your consideration.
Please investigate the statements
contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for re-

ply, returning the enclosed corre-

-

spondence with your answer.

Yours trulyiy

p ’/ Too o f’ ;/71 7
MR /’_‘L—'L‘/ “

JAMES C. CORMAN, b& C.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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I RECOMMENDATION

ANSWER OR ACKNOWL-
EOGE ON OR BEFORE
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3.

4.

[ s1GNATURE ] COMMENT D PER CONVERSATION
[ approvaAL [ MecEssarY AcTION [] AS REQUESTED
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{Jyour INromrMATION

O PREPARE REPLY FOR
THE SIGNATURE OF
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/THE PRESIDENT 7C

THE WHITE HOUSE
WHY HAVEN'T THEY GOT RESULTS ON ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

KENNEDY AND THE GOVERA{OR OF TEXAS PLEASE REPLY IO ME
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Blas S ™o
Honorabla abraham dibicof? LY Ioed
nived Ltates senate
sazninglon, 0. O,

Jear .enator:

This responds o your communication of April 17, 1367
requesilng thiz Departaent's commentsa on ceriain articles in
the "lstional Znnuirer® concerning the zssazsination of the
late ’reszident Lennedy.

¥ith respect o the iavestigaiizn currently bein: con-
dusted in liew Orleans, we can only polint out that Mr. Garrison
has not discussad hig proceedin:s with Federal authoritiss. It
would not be proser for us to comaent on the evidence in & case
pending before & state court.

It is a2 plesasure %o serve you in this matter. We
enclose ihe newspaper clippings you forwarded.

Sinserely,
- PHED ¥, VINGCOMN, Jr.
, / Assistant Attornay Ceneral
Enclosure”
Records, —
Chron
Thurman
Crim. Div. Corres. Unit
Yinson

[ e
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@;ﬁni.tzﬁ%tates Senate

Washinglon, D. C,, .BPEil 19 1957

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

I would appreciate your
comments on the articles in

the attached paper.
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Troed:li/29/68 L/ ﬁ//
T iS31 ks /

129-11

| ¥ay 1,1c69
|

Dear CHEIINN /¢

The Attorney General has asked ms to respond to

your recent inquiry concerning the assassination of the late
President John F. Kennedy.

The Warren Commission gathered and considered a vast
amount of material, much of it having only remote connection
with the assassination. The authors who have criticized the
conclusions of the Commission do not claim to have any signifi-
cant new svidence, 80 far as we are awars. Rather, their
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon differ-
ent conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same body

of evidence that was examined by the Commission. The Cormmission

[ 1/ mede a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the facts,

' and the evidence, as presented in the one-volume Report, amply
gupports its conclusions. In those circumstances, we ses no

3 A / basis for a new inquiry.

i Your confidence in bringing your views to the atten-

! / tion of the Attorney General is sppreciated.

[ /, ! | Sincerely,

, FRED M. VINSON, Jr.
| Y : Assistant Attorney General

754
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(typed: 4/10/68)
FMV:NEK:elb

Dirtibet 3620 S
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

L.aboratory Matter

The attached carton contalning a cartridge of magnetic
tape has been received by the Attorney General's office through

the United States mails. Please process and advise us of the .
contents,

Attachment

cc: Records
VCﬁCrono
Mr, Kossack
Mr. Vinson
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129-11
- ; May 35,19€7
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Honorable Catherine May
Bouse of Representatives

Waghington, D. C,

Deanr Mys. Hay:

This 18 in rasponse to your ecovmunication of Ao»ril 13,
1367 transmitting a letter from your constituent, e Ca ;%:
concerning the assassinatien of President Zennedy.

The authors wvho bave criticeized the cornclusions of the

warren Cormiseion do net eloim to have any sirnificant new evidence,
so far ag we are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a
new inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drawvn from
narts of the same bedy of eviderce that was exarined by the Counission.
The Comaission made a thorourh inquiry and detailed analygis of the
facts concaruing the assassination. The evidence asply supports the
bagic conclusions of the Cosiiesfon. In these circumstances, we sgee
no bagis for a new ivquiry.

Of course, the Warren Conmissicn's preceedings were not the
equivalent ¢f a crinminal trial of Oswald. Ia view of his death, it
wvas ianossible to establish the facts by a trial or equivelent adver~
sary proceeding., The function of the Comssigsion, in any event, waa
not limited to iesues that would have been arnrepriate in a eriminal
trial of Oswvzld. These considerations are more fully develcoed in
the evaluatica by the Comnizston of its functiom set ferth at pazes
xiv to xv of its report, which ynu mayv find helpful in asseasinzg its

procedures and results.

With reapgct o the Hew Orleans wmatter, we ¢an only polant
out that Mr. Garriscn has not discussed his proceadings with Pedersl
authorities. It would not be proper for us lo comment on the evidence
in a case pemdiing before a atate court.

‘ } 1 S ‘
Records'

Chrono

Nalley -2 b bt Tl e
Vinson

DAC -2



A slwavs, it iy a sleasure o be of assistavnce,
2nclosure is returaed uerawitih.

Sinceraly,

FRED M. vrvedH, Jr,
Aszistant Attorney Temeral

-
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CAT: INE MAY = <™ TN MEMBER OF
4TH Dlsnucr - COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
STATE OF WASHINGTON ’ SUBCOMMITTEES:

e AW o v mq « LIVESTOCK AND GRAINS
FARM LABOR

e Congress of the United étates e

COLUMBIA  WALLA WALLA %Uuse of szttstntatlhzs =,
FRANKLIN  WHITMAN - B4
GARFIELD  AKimMA Wasgpington, B.E. 20515 L |
R
AT Us
April 18, 1967 DI s
RS e
Honorable Ramsey Clark iz A i

Attorney General
Washington, D, C, 20530

y Dear Mr. Attorney General:

ES The enclosed letter from( Zrclmess B
: L T rcquesting that the anEStloatlon
into the assassination of President Kennedy be reopened is
forwvarded for your attention,

Thank you for your response which I may transmit

to
\7Z; Sincerely yours,
—v— - PR . ,
CATHERINE MAY Q - &yl
Member of Congress >

~
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Enclosure
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Tha Ilonorable Jatherine ay
Jerresentative from tha 4Ath
#ash. states Congressional Uistrice
Lo the 9Cth U.35. Congress
nashington Dl o, ‘

Dear RQepresentative ay,

after reading the taxt of the .srran Commission Report, "Inousst" by
Zdward Jay spstein, and "2usn to Judzement! by Mark Ianz, I have coms
to th2 firm conclusion that an investigation into the facts surrourding
the death of Fresident Xenn=dy b= reinstituted. The Warren Jommission
investigation was conducted in 2 manner that made a mockary of the Amer—-
ican concent of justice, Had scoasone been allowzd to defend the intsrests
of tne accused slayer, the commission would have never come to the con-
clusion that_Pressident ¥ennedy w2s in fact killed by lee Harvey Oswald.

#ith the forthcoming Garrison trizls, it becomes even more critical
for an investigation to be rzopenad. The outcome of the Garrison case
will have a vrofound affect on the nrestige of sevaral fedsral institutions,
among these ars the IBI, CIA, 3ecret Zervice, ard the office of President
its21f. If the district attorneys office in lew Orleans is able to do
what the above mentioned institutions could not or would not do, the
raspect of the Amsrican citizens will be lost to these and other fedsral
acencies for ys=ars to come,

A

As ons of your censtitusnts®*, I agk you and even plead with you to
recuest that an investigation into th» assassination bz reovenad befors
it is too late.

lespectivaly yours,

Ve

* collage student from Yakima

e | .._?"\1:
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