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Re your attached question.

Garrison issued warrants for the arrest of GORBON
NOVEL and SERGIO ARCHACHA SMITH on March 31, 1967.
NOVEL was arrested on April 1 in Columbus, Ohio and
SMITH was arrested on April 3 in Ballas, Texas. Alll
of these events were covered sy the news media.

As far as the news accounts are concer|
fhe unknown woman is probabkly referrineg to SERGIO
ARCHACHA SMITH since his name and "MARTO GRACIAS®
Bave the same euphonious ring, Although SMITH had
some CIA contacts, no doubt, in connnection with his
anti-Castre activity, it seems unlikely that he woul
have ®een involved in any capacity in"following" a
#CIA Secretary " in 1965.

The only other name similar to MARIO
GRACIAS tnat has come up is MANUEL GARCIA GONZALEZ.
In August of 1963, OSYALD wemt to the Louisiana
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State Employment Cormmission and obtained the
services of CHARLES HALL STEELE and MANUEL
GARCTIA GONZALEZ to help him distribute Fair
Play for Cuba leaflets paying them $2.00 for
an hour's work., STEELE was interviewed and
said that.TV cameras took pictures of the three
distrimting the literature so he obtained hig
money and quit, MANUEL GARCIA GONZALEZ was
never located, Wt STEELE's story seemed to
confirm that neither of them had kmown OSWALB
before,

You will recall that we have :
received information that @eX¥isem-beliswds that
AnTindividual wv the name of ¥YGONZALEZ" attended
a meeting in FERRIE's apartment to plan the
assagsination, It could e that Garrison is
trying to link the missing MANUEL GARCIA
CONZALEZ to this "GONZALEZ."

Since the unknown woman in this
memo said "MARTO GRACIAS" was identical to the
individual displayed on television, and this
individual was probably SERGIO ARCHACHA SMITH,
I don't believe this has any connection with
the missing MANUEL GARCIA GONZALEZ,
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President Johmon has uknd me to thank you for your recent

ea-unicanou rcguding the auauinauoe of Prutd-nn Kcnmdy. -

T Thc»whxten Counission 3athcrnd & vast amount o! natlrial
mueh ot it,hlvins only remote commeetion with the assassination. Thc

' bulk of the material that was befors the Commission either wvas pub-

"~ ‘lished in its 26-volume Hearings or is aveilabls to researchers at
the National Archives. The relatively small portion which 1s not
now available to the publie consists primarily of national security

- intalligence or investigative reports — dealing largely with activi-

/ﬁyabk ties far removed from the assassination itself — which 1f disclosed

uight compromise confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases

jeopargdize the lives of tudividuals abroad. Public availability of
\12 other information had been delsyed pending completion of the prosecu-

‘L‘ tion of Jack Rudy, but this information will now be released. All of
i the Commission material which has not yet been released will be re~-

P viewed pericdically until all of it has been made available to the
V public.
£<7 With respect to the New Orleans matter, we can only point
Q) / ocut that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proceedings with Federal
’Q authorities. It would not be proper for us to comment on the evidence

in a case pending bafore a atate court.

' Your confidence in writing is apprecilated.

Sincerely,
Records—f”’/’
Chrono FRED M. VINSON, Jr.
Nalley Assistant Attorney General
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| 129-11 7
!

April 21,1957

. This respends to ymu' latter of April 7, 1567 to President
Johnsoa concerning your appearance befors the warrea Commission,
which has baen referred to this office for consideration.

The finarcial records of the Commission, now held in the
National Archives, reveal that a d111 of 3.6.12 at the willard Hotal Z:
and the cost of airline tickets for you and Yl vere ratd vy
the Cormission staff. Wwe also understand that you were paid the
normal witrness fees and tha subsistence allowancs for the days spent
in Washington. It therefore arpears that you have been fully come
pensated for your aprearance before the Commission.

Your confidencs in writing to President Johnson is appre=
cilatad.

e
Ly %/f,

Sincerely,

' FRED M. VINSON, Jr.

U// Assistant Attorney General
?77 Records._
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The Attorney General

SRR REFERRAL

1< WHITE HOUSE OFFI(. r

Date: April 14, 1967
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T L 7 ACTION REQUESTED o ST T

Presxdents sanatnrer.
Underszqneds annnture.

Memorcmdum for use enclo”‘u.rs to
. replY. o - ,:_‘,:

— Direct reply. :
F urnish i.niormcr!ion copy.

__X_ Suitable ccknowledqmem or other
. ‘ appropriate handhnq. )

Furnish copy o&.reply. zf cmy.

For your information.

For comment.

-~ -

R NOTE

Prompt action is aséxfial.~
If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
please telephone the undersigned unmedxately.

Code 1450. Co

draft reply, memorundum, or comment is re-
quested. ‘

Description:

"___X __ Letter: Telegrm. Other:
The Premdent o / -

- (pm 4z
Witness to murder of Qfficer Tippett by Oswald;
states she did not receive con‘mensa.non for trips to Wa.sh.mgton and Da]lzs,

DEPART’:'.F' T ;CST gL

10 '
Ay

APR 17 1567
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By direction of the Presidentz . -

Paul M. Popple
Asgsistant to the President

L T Cx

(Dapcrtment orAgency copy) N o -
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From-~
Direc
Federal Bureau of Investigation

To April 11, 1967

7

(] The Solicitor General
(] Deputy Attorney General
[X] Assistant Attorney General
MR, J. WALTER
(] Director, Bureau of Prisons
(] The Pardon Attorney
{] Chairman, Parole Board
{1 Assistant Attorney General for Admindsatration
(] Immigration and Naturalization Service
(] Office of Alien Property
{1 Chief - Accounts Branch
] Chief - Administrative Services Offide
[ Chief of Personnel
[} Generai Litigation Section, Civil Division
] Records Administration Office
Attention: [ Antitrust Division

(] Civil Division

{1 Civil Rights Division

[_] Criminal Division

(] Internal Security Division

(1 A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a

specific request from you.

{1 B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

(CJ C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

X 1 D. For your information.

[T]E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

E‘.nc.2 (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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I don't know if these two memos have any
pertinent connection, tut it is interesting that it
roth cases individuals connected with the bullfight-
ing business in Mexico claim to have knowledge of
the assassination, - ) .

In the cne case,c::;>school teachers_said
{through a third party) that they met a O
'ty the name of ;2

2lso known a
£} , in Cuernayaca, lMexico in Feosruary
1967 and that he gredicted!the New Orleans investi-
gation and claimed to have "vast cersonal knowledge

of events leading to the assagsinztion."

or_ Insofar as the conversation is con-
cerned, thls information is pro-ably reliable. With
the informztion provided, it looks like it mipht be
cossiile to find him in Mexico, or at least perhars

i <

9

F/C
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:76; the bullfighting as
try to locate in Mexico or at least check
with the two school teachers who talked to him.

7 -

the original sources, the two school teachers,
should be interviewed.

In the other case, a tankrobber who was convicted
for 20 years in Decemver 1966 in Los Angles is
trying to wheel and deal his way out of jail on
the grounds that he has information concerning the
assasgination, knew of the meeting where the
agsassination was planned, has documentary proof,
and knows of two witnesses who have fled the

country. (It is noted thatw atove, drives
a car with New York license plates.) He ziso — /C.

says that the inform tion from New Urle:zns
"adds perfectly" with wh-t he has. 7ZC;

This individual, has lived
in various cities in Mexico and has fought in the
bull ring as a bullfighter.

He refuses to furnish any inform tion unl: ss rofl:
“from Jail and transcorted to rexdico, He thrzzicos

to write the President and Attornmey Ceneral. -

Two of the thr-e psychiatrists who have seen him
—~--4in this regard feel that his informition ix

probably fictitimbous. Another isn't too sure.

information in view of
t, it mizht be easier to

son't be roing zanywhere for ~uite a while,

. o
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UNITED STATES GOVERN NT D" \RTMENT OF JUSTICE

" Memorandum

TO : Fred M. Vinson, Jr. DATE:
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

FROM : Frank M. Wozencraft 7
ssistant Attorney General /4#7// '4?/
'?;fﬂ7 Office of Legal Counsel

suBject: Public mail on Warren Commission questions.

I have a copy of your memorandum of March 28 to
Barefoot Sanders suggesting that your Division handle
the public mail on the Kennedy assassination involving
the New Orleans investigation by District Attorney
Garrison. We happily agree with your suggestion.

Prior to the recent court hearing, we were dealing

with this subject in letters to the public somewhat as
follows:

*Your letter refers to the investigation being -
conducted by Mr, Garrison, the state district at-
torney in New Orleans., It should be noted that to
date Mr. Garrison has not released any concrete
information indicating the existence of significant
new evidence not considered by the Warren Commission."

Since that hearing, we have been using the following approach:

"With respect to the New Orleans matter, we
can only point out that Mr, Garrison has not dis~
cussed his proceedings with federal authorities.
It would not be proper for us to comment on the
evidence in a case pending before a state court."

In most of the incoming correspondence reference to the
New Orleans matter is made as one of several points critical
of the Warren Commission and the Govermment, including a
general attack on the findings of the Commission, the

matter of documents withheld from public access, the x-rays
and photographs, etc.

TR
i
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I assume you will make arrangements with Records
Administration to have the Garrison letters sent to your
bivision and we shall forward any which find their way here.
In order that your replies on the other aspects mentioned
may be consistent with those we are sending in response to
similar letters which do not raise the New Orleans issue,

I am attaching copies of the forms we have been using to
reply to the most frequent inquiries.

Dave Stephenson of my staff, ext. 2674, will be happy
to work with whoever handles this in the Criminal Division.

Attachments

cc: Mr. Sanders
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do you see any
interview this
that interview

Barefoot
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reasc..” for the Bureau to

man? Seems so wild to me
would serve no purpose,
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do you see any reasog.for the~Bureau to
interview .this. man? Seems so wild to me
‘that interview would serve no purpose.

Barefoot
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/:"?/// ) Junels,‘-l%?.

The Attorney General has asked me to respond to your
lstter of April 1, 1967, concerning the return of Ise Harvey
mmmmmmmmweomm

mim.A
mmmdmnenmn'-muionm
ﬂuussumatimdmma‘chnr.watpa@-&g,

mmmmmmrmwwm,
1959, and at page T13, that bhe retwned ta the United States

W o Juoe 13, 1962.
M For further information cn Osvald's lifs and travels,
nmymtomcwumwmmmp.

é/ f- | Sincerely ’

FRED M. VINSON, Jr.
Assistent Attorney General
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