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FRANK E. EVANS i

3p DisTRICT, COLORADC L

Congress of the Anited States
Bouse of Representatives

Washingtow, B.E. 20515
February 24, 1967

HoustE OFFICE BuUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

Mr. Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Justice . LW
Washington, D.C. ‘ﬂ»,{?
g
N Dear Mr. Wozencraft:
‘_u“f’ o
S Thank you for your letter of Febrvary 25 in which you
F A . explain it would not be possible to empanel a grand jury on
i ; A the subject of the death of President Kennedy.
\.—-—‘-T:.\. .
V I certainly appreciate your prompt and clear response.
) Sincerely yours,
FRANK E. EVANS
Member of Congress
FEE:om
/ /) L
o :’ / 4" -
CALR o7
(IR LA — | ’
/ ~ O DEPARTMENT OF JL3TI0E R i
- | v NEAYR
30 FEB 28 W67 M7 )
Lo 1
_OFFICE iRl 3
T AL EaUNsE |

L &
AN PO E A

DISTRICT OFFICE:

s

>
P

P.O. Box 1814
COLORADO SPRINGS
CoLoRADO



(n* eoth
jumping through
window ?”_the.

police, but Mr.
g ie got to a

. The police
Dfficer S. N.
ause of




AR MATL Y

 Johnsonville,
: ',FWGllingtm. m 2331 i P

! éMWéQTR&DGS:émFV

e Stephenson
S - Copeland
File: 129-11 . ‘&/L? BT |

s
10 Elliot St.,

Dear Mr. Bunyadyz

m: is ta acknwledse recoipt of your letter of

Febmary 23, 1967. aédressad tﬁ m:s. J. D. Roberts, secxe-

. tary tc President Johnson, eonnarning tha assasaina:ion

uf President Kaxmedy.

1

Sinccuiy ycm:s,
S Um0 - Frank M. Wozencraft:

- :lo. Asslistant Attormey Genexal
B R Oﬂiee of Legal Counsel

1

By uartin F. Richman
First Asaistant

. |INSPTD AND XNAILED!
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: 1 E WHITE HOUSE OFFIL.
REFERRAL
To:  The Attorney General Date: Marc¢h 2, 1967
gy h -
ACTION REQUESTED
— Draft reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure lo
reply. . .
Prompt action is essential.
Direct reply. If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
X __ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate hendling.
. . Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply, if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
e For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:
Description:
X Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: Mrs. Juanita Roberts, Personal Secy. to the President
From: Mr. I. L. Hunyady, 10 Elliot St., Johnsonville, Wellington, New Zealand
Date: 2/23/67
Subject: The Manchester book and how it relates to "his case'’.
By direction of the President:
A -
mg Paul M. Popple
Assistant to the President

(Copy to remain with correspondence)
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.. fus ~ Youngblood . stafiag - SN
“- against the wall,” he accord-~ ke
. ingly pl'aced a eall to Robert .
dars - Kennedy th Virginia.

Johnson began by expres—
sing his. condolences. But he
had just become the. busjest

" ‘man in the world, and after
.- a  few compassionate sen-

tences, he plunged into busi-
‘ness.. The murder, he said,

- the © War-
ten Comxmssxon seven and a
" half months later he suggest-

’ “might be part of a world-
L e 20. 54

-. ed that the Attorney General .

" had agreed with this -inter-

“atation and had “‘discussed -

‘mractical problems at
"~hlems of special

2 -id not

infor-

atip=- -
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DAILY NEWS - 2-23-67
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wmhdly by “agents” since the assassination ofq President John'
§ Kanedy “and he'd had enough, Thomas Killam told his bmther

aflays later, on March 17, street cleaners in do'n!.v\m."
agla heard predawn noises “like a trash truck plckin& _q)‘i;.
gﬁ:ﬁlﬂes.”, ot
Wgahno they found the: body of Killam on a streegamd
'th splinters of a shattered department store plate glass window.
A theeminch gash in his neck had severed the ]uoular vein and*
mohdlrtery Police viewed the death as apparent suicide. -~ -]
A Bat ﬁarl Killam called for a new investigation into the death.
yesterday “Did you ever hear of a man committing sumde by
Tm thru a plate glass window?” he asked. -
" MrowKillam's request apparently was prompted by an
Anwmglgatwn in New Orleans by Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison inta the,
pmm#y President Kennedy's assassination was a plot formulaty ed%
-

m New Orleans rather than- the mdmdual act of Lee Hllrv
OswaH ‘in Dallas

W glory-in: the, Peasacola, Neys. J,g;xmal,nf
;; Meztea I6¥ brothet “was. ivestigated ‘ter” Kiomé
:'J’hem lns-vnhm #-Bripper in- the- de’Mz
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Mr. Willlam Loeb / i
Publisher H A
Manchester Union Leader FAVE
Manchester, New Hampshire J

Dear Mr. Loeb:

Your telegram and letter of February 22 to
the President, calling for action by the United
States Attorney for the Southern District of
New York to procure an injunction against the

play "™acBird", have been referred to this Depart-
ment for reply.

Your concern for the reputation and the feel-
ings of the President is appreciated. However,
there is no basis in Federal law for the Depart-
ment of Justice to seek to enjoin performance of

a play that purports to be a political satire,
regardless of how unfair or tasteless it may be.

Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Asgistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel



THE WrRITE House

WASHINGTON

Feb. 24, 1967 - e

TO: Hon. Ramsey Clark

For your attention and direct
reply to William Loeb.

Harry C. McPherson, Jr.

Semam gy e

ERT LAY
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THE PRESIDENT ! 520 e
’ i . oA —; V:
THE WHITE HOUSE I OFRICE GR-LEg gt RSEL:
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THE PLAY MAC BIRD WHICH OPENED WEDNESDAY IN NEW YORK CIIY A5

=

WELL AS THt 300K ON WHICH IT IS BASED, LEAVES THZ IMPRESSIO
CONTRARY TO THE AUTHORS PROTESTATIONS THAT YOU WERE INVOLVED IN
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. SUCA A S00K AND SuCH

A PLAY VIQLATE EVERY CONCEPT OF DECENCY A5 WZLL AS PATRIOTIS® AND

FAIR PLAY., THE GUARANTEES OF FREZDOM OF SPEZECH AND PRZSS

FORM 0805 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U, S. A,

[T



CERTAINLY COVER POLITICAL SATIRES SUCH AS GILBERT & SULLIVANS
OPZRAS5, KAUFMAN'S 'OF THEE I SING® AND “ANY OTHER HARD HITTING
ATTACKS, ON POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICAL LEADEKRS,
3UT CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES OF RIGHTS OF FREE SPEZCH 0O NOT
COVER ACCUSING A PRIVATE CITIZEN, LET ALONG A PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES, OF MURDER.

INCENSED BY THE MAC BIRD PLAY AND WANTING TO SPARz YOU
FROM DOING ANYTHING ABOUT IT, THIS NEWSPAPELR ASKEZD ITS BOSTOIN
LAWYERS, MALLQOY, SULLIVAN & SULLIVAN TO CONSULT WITH NEW YORK

CITY COUNSZL TO SEE WHAT COULD 3E DONE BY A PRIVATE CITIZzN

FORM 0BOS PRINTLD DY THE STANDAKD REGISTER COMPANY, U. §. A,



TO 3RING AN INJUNCTION AGAINST SHOWING THIS PLAY. FINDING THAI
NO ACTION IS OPEN TO A PRIVATz CITIZEN, WEZ SUGGEST THAT YOU
ASK THZ U.S. ATTORNEY, IN THE SOUTHzZRN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
TO TAKE ACTION. THIS IS NOT WITHOUT PRECZDENT. MY GODFAIREZR,
PRESICENT CF THE UNITED STATES, THEODORz ROOSEZVELT, BROUGHT

A SUCCESSFUL LIBEL ACTION AGAINST A MAN, CALLED BARNES, IN

NEW YORX STATE WHO HAD ACCUSZD HIil OF EXCESSIVE USE OF ALCOHOL.

YOU MAY FEZEL THIS PLAY IS BENZATH, THE DIGNITY OF YOUR
NOTICE, BUT I WOULD SUGGEST THAT IN MY ESTIMATION THIS PLAY
ASSISTS A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SPREAD AS WIDELY A5 POSSIBLE

FORM 0805 PRINTED @Y THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, 4. 5, A,



A VICIOUS RUMOR, COWNNECTING YOU WITH THE ASSASSINATION JF
PRESIDENT KEINNEDY, TO DZSTROY THE COMPCZTENCE OF THE PEOPLE
OF THZ UNITED STATES, IN THE PRESIDENCY ITSELF. THIS IS NOT
JUST A COOKY INCIDENT, BUT A COOKY GROUP, WHICH CAN'T BE
IGNORED WITHOUT HARM TO THE NATION

WILLIAM LOEB PUBLISHZR MANCHESTER UNION LEADER.

FORM OB0S PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. 6. Al

o
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(To remain with correspondence)

.............................................................................................................................................................................

Prompt handling is essential. Correspondence should be answered or other necessary action taken within 48
hours after arrival at the department or agency. If any delay is encountered, please telephone office of the

undersigned.

Please handle the attached correspondence as indicated below:
A. Reply on behalf of the President. ... ... oot
B. Draft for presidential signature................... ... ... ... L

C. Draft for undersigned’s signature ........

D. Other:

(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from thisoffice . ....... ... ...
(2) For suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate handling ......... ... ...
(3) For your informamion ............ioeuin it e e

(4) FOor COMmMENt .. ...\t e

Fumish this office with a copy of your reply. Yes ... No . XX

Return the original correspondence to this office. Yes

REMARKS:

Ltr to The President, February 22, 1967, from William Loeb, President,
Manchester Union Leader, Manchester, N, H., enclosing copy of his newspaper

of Wed, Feb 22, 1967 with marked editorial calling for an injunction against
the play "MacBird"

GPO 18~76420-1

By direction of the President:

v

Harry C.\McPherson, Jr.
Special Counsel to the President
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WILLIAM LOES
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

UNION LEADER CORPORATION
MANCHESTER, N. H, NA 5-85432

February 22,1967
(tel .dict.)

The President
; The White House
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr.President:

The enclosed cooy of our newspaper for today, with a mark ed
front page editorial calling for an injunction against the play, "MacBird ", which
implies that you were resoonsitle for the murder of President Kennedy, speaks for
itself.

There is no point of ignoring this because this play does not
represent a single incident but,rather ,just one step in a long campaign to vilify

you which is being carefully promoted Ly the left wingers.

It is necessary to stop this camgaign before it goes too far.

Regards.
Very sincerely,
S h—
e
WL Miss F.J.Mullally William Lozb

President ,
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In The Wh:te Housef "

Not; bemg deterred by any questlon of pa— ':
triotism,.Christian charity, good faith, good man- .
" ners or just plain decency, the “MacBird I play, ’
which 1mphes that Pr951dent Johnson was in- =
volved in- the murder of Presxdent Kennedy, .
opens today in New York City. . “‘3’;‘ :
' an ordinary every-_day Amencan cxtizen
were accused of being mvolved- wx’ch murder in
a play which was thus pubhcly produced he "
would be able to do three thingy: (1) He could 5
go to the district attorney and ask him to swear
out a complaint for eriminal libel agamst thef
producer and author. (2) He could obtain an in-%
junction against further showing of the g)lay on
the ground that it caused irreparable damage
to. his. reputation. (3) He would surely win a~
libel actlon agamst those responSIble for the

play i

£
Why should not the Pre31dent of the Un#%k
N AN EDIT ORIAL Page 17 \1

e ‘—.,4-..,”.‘-,“' T T e =

e oS . )-.m

States recewe the scame protectlon under the Iaws
as does the every-day American citizen? "

P Tt

sty o

>’

R FE
e ‘-"m L aaum

. The freedom of speech and expresswn guar- ’
-anteed by the Constitution does not cover crim-*
“inal libel., It is not an -absolute -freedom. As a _
“Justice of the United States Supremge Court, the -
- late Oliver Wendell Holmes, long ago said, the
- doctrine of free speech does not allow a man to’

‘stand up in a crowded’ theater and scream -~

1
(244 '.' 8

“Fire!” when there'is no fire. ]
The amusing, light-opera musical comedles
of Gilbert and Sullivan which, in Queen Vie-
toria’s day, poked fup at the House of Lords, the
‘Navy. the Army, the eourts and other institutions
that Great Britain regarded as almost sacred at )
‘that time, angered the stuffed-shirts of that day
but in no play was ‘there any implication of-any

(A FNOT T AN SRR WY

criminal-wrong-doing by any of the lnstlmtmn&
against whom the fun was poked. .

f

S T

“In the 1930s the ‘muisical comedies of Play-

' wright Kaufman, ‘such as “Of Thee 1 Sing,”

' poked devastatmg fun at U. 8. polmcs They |
mxght have annoyed the party in power but they

"~ accused no one of criminal actmty, let alone'

such an act as murder.

; This' newspaper behe\‘es in the mght of the
~ American citizen to criticize the Presxdency The "
- godfather of this:writer, President of the Unit- *

ed States Theodore Roosevelt, once said: “Pa-

triotism means to stand by the country. It does
- not mean to stand by the President . ‘
g patrlotxc not to oppose him to the exact extent
- that by inefficiency or otherwise he fails in his

. duty to stand by the country .
" not to tell the truth—whether about the Presx- .

. It is.un-

-'It is unpatriotic

dent or anyone else.”

. As-our readers we]] know, thxs newspaper‘r'
- did not support President Johnson for the pres-

- ixdency It xs not a partlcularly great admlrer of :
- his. ~

* This | paper has gone so far as to offend some

" of its readers by referring to President Eisen- ;
_hower as “Dopey” and calling President Ken- .}

.. nedy a liar for his statements in connection

with the Cuban missile crisis but to accuse the
Premdent of the% United  States by xmpllcation
of “being involved in a murder, as the- “Mac-

Bird!” play does, is going too far. It offends .

every sense of /propriety and decency and it is
high time someone in this nation took a stand

for the proprieties and decencies. .

.+ This newspaper has asked.itsqattorneys to

- research IMMEDIATELY if there is any action

this newspaper can take to ask the U. 8, attorney |
~ in the Southern District of New York to request -
© the appropriate court to issue an injunction

against the further showmg of the. “MacBlrd"’

play.
' -If you and .this wrlter ‘can’t reckless]y be: -

called a murderer, certainly the President of the
United States; shouldn’t be open to such’ abuse. '

PurmiERer

S e
.

b

I

%



. "Loeb’s - editorial nofes that
arlier dramatic commentari
m political figures and instify-
ions, such as the musicals of
yitbert and Sullivan, andf
George Kaufman’'s “Of Thee I
Sing,” poked devastating fun atj
the. “sacred cows’ of their era
and" caused great anguish to
many ‘‘stuffed shirts.” - -
But  they accused none of
© “‘criminal wrong-doing, let alone
- such an act as murder,” Loeb
noted.

He noted also that his news-;
-papers have vigorously criti-:
‘cized namerous presxdents,sm-?
cluding Johnson.

“But to’ accuse thé Presldent
of the United States by implica

..5-year-old recent graduate
of the University of California
at’ Berkeley.™ According to re-
viewers, ‘who."have previewed
i sbowmbs “at- the- Village Gate
arbara Gar- Theater if strongly and openly

who sald he xs askmg a court son.
vseeks to implicate President|injunction to Rave the play shut
Johnson in the assassination of{down when it: opens. today in
Jan F. Kennedy was denounced|{New: York City. N
Teksday by Manchester New&[ “The play titled “MaeBu‘d"’
pdper Puhhsher Wﬂham E:oeb'auf‘hored by Mrs. B
A DTN SRS Sy

A t.heatncak drama whose pIot

e

-|remedial actions.

irectly in the 1963 slaviug of s
the Tate President Kennedy...2 .-
Loeb in a fromt-page: ed;ftmal
jse heduled”* : e Wedne -

lordinary cmzen ‘were the target}
[of - such- a play he would have}
jrecourse ‘o at least three

Number ene;. Loeh writes, “hef
could go ) to the msmct attomey;
and ask him to swear out 2
complaint for criminal libel
against the producer and
author. (2) He would be able to
obtain - an injunction - against
firther. showing of the play on
the ground that it caused
irreparable damage to his repu-
tation, (3} He would surely win
a. libel* ‘action . against . those
responsible for the play.”

The editorial asks: “Why:
’shoudd not’ the President of t e|
’ United States receive the san?e
| protection under the laws §s
does the everyday Americin
citizen?%. .

tion of being involved in a

" murder is going too far,” said

the editorial. “It offends every
sense of propriety and decency
and if is high time someone in
this nation took a stand for the
proprieties and decencies.”
Accordingly, Loeb said. “this
newspaper has asked its at-
torneys to research immediately
if there is any action thxs’
newspaper can take to ask ﬂleJ
US. attorney of the Southern:
District of New York to reques
the appropriate court to’ issuet]
an injunction against the further‘
showing of the ‘MacBird!’
play i4] 1
Accordmg to reviewers, the
play is a thinly disguised takeoff]
of the Shakespearean Macbeth./
The President’s wife, Lady Bird:
.Johnson, is presented in ﬁ]et
lpIay as “Lady MaeBird.”
President is depicted as Mg
Bird. a tyrant, and Kennedy lis
en O’Dunc, the murdered King




Form DJ-150
(Ed. 4-26-65)
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UNITED STATES GOVER. .{ENT D.PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

‘Zarl W, Belcher, Chief DATE: February 21, 1967
Ceneral Crimes Secition,
rininal Division BEG:bf

-Barry 7. Greenberg

assassinate President John F.
Kennedry - 3Survery of appnlicable
criminal statutes.

//
Allezation of conspiracv %o 7&/57'///
v

I have completed a2 review of Title 18 of the United States
Jode to determine what federal statutes, if any, were violated
if it is shown that Oswald was part of 2 conspiracy to assassinate
President Xennedy.

The following statu;es, Wwith their venality orovisions indicated,
may have some applicability, depending on how the conspiracy asvect
develops:

1. 18 UsZ 241 - Consoiracy acainst rights of citizens (fined
not more than QJ,OOO or imorisoned not more than 10 years, or both).
The supervision of this statute is wested in the Civil Rights Divisicn,
2. 18 UsC 372 - Consoirary to impede or inju* F deral officer
(fined not more *than 35,0C0 or imorisoned no% more six years. or
both). The supervision of %his statute is vested in Jeneral Crirmes
3ection, Criminal Division,

) ﬂJ

2. 18 USC 2385 - idvocating overtarow of *the Government br the
assassination of any of its officers (fined not more than 32C,000 or
imorisoned not more than 20 vears, or hoth). The supervision of this
statute is vested in the Internal Security 2ivision.

Until we hnave more fachs concerning the purvose of any” conspiracy,

it is impossible *o state with any degree of certalintr which of the

gnaeﬁaqc ssatutes would he the best prosecutive vehicle.

»

[s

H

\a’
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Hith regard to your mesorandoc $o the Acting Attorney
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File: 129-11

Stephenson
Copeland

Honorable Abraham Ribicoff,
United States Senate,
Washington, D. C. 20510 Fi

Dear Senator Ribicoff:

This refers to your memorandum of February 16, 1967,
referring to the Department of Justlce for comment a copy
of a talegram to you from . concerning
the assassination of President Kennedy. g /C
asks for verification of the assassination as portrayed
on "Joe Pine Show' and whether '"tapes' are authentic.

1lso asks whether there was a conspiracy.

We are not familiar with the portrayal of the
assassination on the show in question. We presume, how-
ever, that the show may have been representative of
various articles and books recently published which
have attackaed the findings of the Warxen Commilssion.

In this connection we think 1t is pertinent to note that

the authors who have criticized the conclusions of the
Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant

new evidence, so far as we ara awara. Rather, their
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the

same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission.
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analy-
8ls of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission.




As to the question whether there was a conspiracy,
the Warren Commission reported that it 'found no evidence
that elther Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby was part of
any comspiracy, domestic or foreign, to assassinate
President Kennedy.'" (Report, p. 21). The reasons for
this conclusion are summarized on pages 21 to 22 of the
report.

Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
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Wuited States Senate

Washington, D. C., Feb. 16

, 19..87

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

I would appreciate your

comments on the enclosed

telegfam.

- >
- fom Tae
A —
'A" . - -
e o ——— -A->t_"" AanpinoTt
STIOT Or LiWAL SUU I ee
SOSN8 - B
U. S S
U. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

16-—45102-2



o~

R -..f/m;;f ag/w...w-t::zwa:s:* y

b [
iLaOJ

‘02 ax Jo =\ Qa3x
P E‘EX LN

~ Crass or Szrvict "‘ , SYMBOLS .
e DL =Day Letrer

This s a fasc message

unless its deferred chasa

w. !_:Al.l. NL = Night Leccer
acter is indicated by the W. P. MARSHALL 'I LE GR d M R. McEALL
. proper symbol. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOAROD D PRESIOENT LT = Incernacional

®Letter Telegram

The filing time shown in the dace line an domescic telegrams is LOCAL TIME ac poiat of otigin. Time of receipe is LOC;\L.};TLME 1¢ poinz of desrinstion

- “SEFCE D Rl t &1
LICC23 KFPLPACOT . : . _ :
B NVAC{2 NL PD TDNV mzzum comu 4 N

SENATOR ABRAHAM RIBICOFF TASHDC : -

I DEVAND VERIFICATION. OF XEINMEDY ASSASSI \IATIO\I AS PORTRAYED
CN JCT PINE SHOW CHANNEL 3¢ AND ARE TAPES AUTHENTIC WAS THERE
A COQMSPIRACY THIS WE STILL ASYX R2EST. WISHESS

e

\'77'7"'[/?.".5.‘_:\



-

-~ ~—

g

FMW :DCS :em , L”t’
File: 129-11 cc:Files

Wazencreft
Dapeérrts
2 //3 Stephenson
Copeland
| — —v’\
Honorable Stuart Symington, 2>
United States Senate, \

Washington, D. C. 20510 6/1ﬁ

Dear Senator Symington:

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to your
memorandum of Feburary 13, 1967, transmitting for his
consideration and a report a letter to you dated February 5,

1967, from concern- <
ing the assassination of President Kennedy. 4 /C
letter states that he has been disturbed by certain articles

which have accused the Warren Commission of deliberately
withholding evidence pertaining to President Kennedy's
death and criticizing the conclusions of the Commission.
mentions in particular an interview with Mark
Lane published by Playboy magazine.

This office is familiar with the interview in Playboy
magazine. We believe it 1s worth noting in this connection
that the authors who have eriticlized tha conclusions of the
Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission.
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis
of the facts goncerning the assassination. The evidence
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission.

As to the suggestion that the Warren Commission has
delibarately withheld evidence pertaining to the assassina-
tion, it should be noted that the Warren Commission gathered
a vast amount of material, much of it having only remote
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comection with the assassination. The bulk of the material
that was before the Commission either was published in its
26-volume Hearings or is available to researchers at the
National Archives. The relatively small portion which is
not now available to the public consists primarily of
national security ilntelligence or investigative reports --
dealing largely with activitiea far removed from the
assassination itself ~- which if disclosed might compromise
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail-
ability of other information had been delayed pending com-
pletion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this infor-
mation will now be released. All of the Commission material
which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically
until all of it has been made available to the public.

As requested ,Y I 1ctter is returned herewith.

e Sincerely yours,

- Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel

Enclosure
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Honorable Frank Hortom, 557 .
U. S. House of Representatives, 21 e '
Washington, D. C. 20515 { ‘
A
Dear Mr. Horton: LfL

Acting Attorney General Clark has asked me to write

to you concerning r lettér of February 9, 1967, to
7C - of which you sent
a copy to Mr. Clark. Your letter t &:gnea_,;%:

that you are requesting the Attorney General to comment

on her letter to you of January 30, 1967, concerning the 7
assassination of President Kennedy. <riticizes
the Warren Commission report and recommends another investi-
gation of the assassination, 'with the results and all
testimony to be publicly released.'

7L
It 1s evident from-l/etter that her criticism
of the Warren Commission 18 derived from recent books and

articles critical of the Commission and its report. 1In this
connection it should be noted that the authors who have
criticized the conclusions of the Warren Commission do not
claim to have any significant new evidence, so far as we
are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new
inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have
drawvn from parts of the same body of evidence that was
examined by the Commission. The Commission made a thorough
inquiry and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the
assassination. The evidence amply supports the basic con-
clusions of the Commission. In these circumstances, we
see no basis for a new inquiry.
—7/C

In regard toW B statement that the "results"
of a naw investigation "and all testimony” should be "publicly
released,’” it should be pointed cut that the entire report
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of the Warren Commission, including its detalled findings,
conclusions and recommendations,is freely available to the
public in published form. It is pertinent to note also
that the Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of ma-
terial, much of it having only remote connection with the
assassination. The bulk of the material that was before
the Commission either was published in its 26-volume Hear-
ings or is available to researchers at the National Archives.
The relatively small portion which is not now available

to the public consists primarily of natiomal security in-
telligence or investigative reports -- dealing largely
with activities far removed from the assassination it-
self -- which 1f disclosed might compromise canfidential
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the
lives of individuals abroad. Public avallability of other
information had been delayed pending completion of the
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information will now be
released. All of the Commission material which has not
yet been released will be reviewed periodically until all
of it has been made available to the public.

Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Dffice of Legal Counmsel
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Honorable Frank E. Evans,

29\\1L/l
U. S. House of Representatives, (;ﬁ\[\/

Washington, D. C. 20515
Dear Mr. Evans:

This is in reply to your letter of February 8§, 1967,
addressed to the Department of Justice, in which you ask
whether the Justice Department would have jurisdiction
under the comspiracy laws or other relevant legislation
to ampanel a grand jury on the subject of the death of
President Kennedy. You state that it has been suggestéd
to you that this would permit the subpoenaing of in-
dividuals who have been writing books advancing the theory
that the assassination was a result of a conspiracy so
that theilr theories could be fully investigated.

The Department of Justice can present to a Federal
grand jury only such information as may tend to indicate
a violation of a Federal criminal law. If the Department
should receive any information in commection with the
assassination of President Kemnedy which tends to in-
dicate a violation of a Federal criminal law and if such
information were legally sufficient for presentation,
I have no doubt that such information would be presented
to a grand jury and that individuals possessing relevant
information could be compelled to appear as witnesses before
if. However, it should be noted that neither the killing
of a President of the United States nor a comspiracy to
kill a President constituted a Federal crime at the time
President Kennedy was assassinated. In 1965 legislatiom
was enacted to remedy this omission from Federal law. Act
of Aug. 28, 1965, 79 Stat. 580, 18 U.S.C. 1751, Of course,
this statute cannot be applied retroactively because of
the Constitutional prohibition against ex post facto laws.




In connection with the foregoing, it should be noted
that the authors who have criticized the conclusions of
the Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their
criticisms and demands for a new lnquiry are based upon
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission.
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis
of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission.
In these circumstances, we see noc basis for a new inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Frank M. Wozencraft
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
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AT 0.S Congress of the nited States

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

ARMED SERVICES Bousge of Representatibes
Washington, D.E. 20315

February 8, 1967

Department of Justice
Congressional Liaison Office
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Kindly provide me with information on the following:

. Would the Justice Department have jurisdiction
A under the conspiracy laws or other relevent legis-
lation to empanel a grand jury on the subject of the
death of President Kennedy.

It has been suggested to me that this would permit
the supeoning of individuals who have been writing
books advancing the theory that the death was a
result of a conspiracy so that their theories could

be fully investigated.

Any information you can provide on this will be deeply
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

FRANK E. EVANS
Member of Congress
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Honorable Frank Horton,
U. S. House of Representatives,

V" _\\0
Washington, D. C. 20515 0‘/\;§ ?“ !

Dear Mr. Horton:

Acting Attorney General Clark has asked me to write to
you concerming your letter of February 7, 1967, addressed
co“ 7e.
of which you sent a copy to Mr. Clark. Your letter to 1
(£ states that you are requesting the Attorney General
to comment on Metter to you of January 30, 1967,
concerning the assassination of President Kennedy. - 7
pexpresses doubts about the Warren Commission report,
the Dallas police and the F.B.I. and urges you to request

) "a ralease of the classified information"” commected with
N the assassination.

7C
7C

-

C

It is evident that [ d709bt:s about the Warren

Commisslon report, and probably also his doubts about the

F.B.I1., are based on recent books and articles critical

of the Commissiom and its report. In this connection it
should be noted that the authors who have criticized the
conclusions of the Warren Commission do not claim to have
any significant new evidence, so far as wae are aware.
Rather, thelr criticisms and demands for a new inquiry
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn from
parts of the same body of evidence that was examined by
the Commission. The Commission made a thorough inquiry
and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassina-
tion. The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions
of the Commission.

As to the release of ''classified information' con-
cerning the assassination, it is pertinent to note that

PERA——. M .
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the Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material,
much of it having only remote connection with the assassina-
tion. The bulk of the material that was before the Com-
mission either was published in its 26-volume Hearings

or is available to researchers at the National Archives.
The relatively small portion which is not now available

to the public consists primarily of national security
intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing largely
with activities far removed from the assassination it-
self -- which if disclosed might compromise confidential
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the
lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of other
information had been delayed pending completion of the
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information will now
be released. All of the Commission material which has

not yet been released will be reviewed periocdically

until all of it has been made available to the public.

Sincerely yours,

Martin F. Richman
Acting Assistant Attorney General
Office of lLegal Coumsel
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