
(c) IntervenereClaimant: 

That the respondent firearms did not become forfeited 

to the United States merely because of being the subject of 

the record entry which admittedly showed the name A. Hidell 

or A. J. Hidell rather than Lee Harvey Oswald. 

(4) Fact Stipulation. 

(a) The respondent 5.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carceno Military Rifle, 

serial number 02756, was used to kill President John F, Neeeedy 

on November 22, 1963. This rifle was found by Dallas County officers 

in the Te:as School Book Depository> Dallau, Texas, on November 22, 

1963. This rifle was delivered to the Dallas Police Department 

and then to the Federal Dereau of Investigation. 

(b) The respondent .38 Special S&N Victcry '0 del Revolver, serial 

number V51C210, enz used to kill Dallas Police Offiaer J, D. Tippett 

on November 22, 1963. This revolver was seized Ercm Lee Harvey 

Oswald, in Dallas, Texas, by officers of the Dallas Police Department. 

This revolver was then delivered to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.. 

(c) The respondent 6.5 mm. Manalicher-Carcano Militazy Rifle, 

sin 02766, was purchased by mail order on or about March 20, 1953, 

by Leo Harvey Oswald, who used the neme A. Eiden, and the addreee 

of P. O. Box 2915, Dallas, Texas, ie ordering such firearm. This 

rifle was purchased frca 	Sporting Goads, Inc., Chicago, 

Illinois. 

(d) The respondent .38 Special 5'6N victory Model Revolver was 

purchased by mail arder during the period January 27, 1963, to 

March 13, 1963, by Lee Harvey Oswald, using the name A. J. Hidell, 

and the address of P. O. Bcx 2915, Dallas, Texas. This revolver 

was purchased from Seaport Traders, Inc., a division cf George Pose 

and Company, Inc,, Los Aeseles, California. 

(e) Lee Harvey Oswald was ehe subeeeeber for 2. 0, Bat 2913, Dahere  

Tenas, and the oedcre for tie respoadeee firearee eere in the hand-

writing and handprenting sf Lea Harley Onwald. 



(f) A. Hidell, A. J. Hidell, Alek J. Hidell, and Alek James 

Hided are names used by Lee Harvey Owa1d as an alias. 

(g) Klein's Sporting Goods, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, is a dealer 

in firearms and has held a license under Section 903, Title 15, 

United States Code, since 1 961 . As such licensed dealer in fire-

arms, Klein's Sporting Sc' es, Inc. was and is required by Section 

903(d), Title 15, United States Code, and Sectiona 177.51-53 of 

Title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, to keep complete, accurate, 

and adequate records of the receipt and disposition of firearms, 

shoring, among other things, the acme and address 	the reason 

to whom the firearm is sold. Klein's Sporting Goods Inc.  

Chicago, Illinois, did keep the records required of a firearms 

dealer, tut, as to respondent 6.5 re-,. :lannlicher-Carcano Military 

Rifle sold to Lee Harvey Oswald, these records showed this firenrm 

as sold to A. .idelL 

(h) Seaport Traders, Inc., a division of George Rose and Company, 

Inc., Los Angeles, California, is a dealer in firearms, and, at 

the time of the sale of the respondent revolver, held a license 

under Section 903, Title 15, United States Cede. As such licensed 

dealer in firearms, Seaport Traders, Iacc was and 	required by 

Sect"on 903(d), Title 15, United Statee COZ1G, and Secticns 17751-53 

of Title 26, Code tr,•1 Federal aegulations, to keep complece, accurate, 

nrd adequate records of the receipt and diepceition of firearms, 

shoving, among other thinon, the name and address of the person co 

whom the firearm is sold. Seeport Traders, Inc., Los Angeles, 

California, did keep the records required of a firearms dealer, 

but, as to the respondent .18 SpecialSEE Victory Medea. Revolver, 

sold to Lee Harvey Oswald, these records shceed this firearm as 

sold is A. J. "Aid ell 



(5) Contested Issues of Pact. 

Did firearms become forfeited by reason of being the 

subject of inaccurate record entries as to name of purchaser? 

(6) Contested Issue of Law. 

If statute and regulations require dealer to keep complete, 

accurate, and adequate records of disposition of Zirearms, and 

dealer was given false information as to nri,(.= of purehaser, was 

firearm, that was sold and recorded in false name, involved in 

violation of act requiring such record keeping? 

(7) Exhibits. 

None. 

(8) Witnesses. 

None. Complete stipulation of facts. 

-, No jury trial. % 

(10) Amendment to Pleadiags. 

None. 

(11) Additional Matters co Aid in Disposition of the Action. 

None. 

(12) Probable Length of the Trial. 

It is anticipated that oral ergutent only will be had Two 

hour maximum. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
MELVIN M. DIGGS 
United States Attorney 

  

   

By: B. H. Timmins, Jr. 
Assistant United States AttornrBy 

William C. Carrett 
Attorney for Claimant 



RECORDS 

HEH:rtr John W. Douglas 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

- 4-   

'1 	

Attention: Stanley D. Rose 	 . 

t  f,L:gl isIlltive and Legal sects 	AZ 9____ 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

H.A. 9545, Legislation to Provide for 
the Acquisition of Evidence Relating 
to the Assassination of President Kennedy  

Oct. 14, 1965 

John 3. Xing, mbo purchased the rifle and pistol 
used by Oswald, has circulated among all Senators the 
attached statement which he submitted to the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. 

/ understand that Senator Simpson of Wyoming, 
and perhaps others, plan to question the desirability of 
this legislation for the reasons set forth in Ir. King's 
statement. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee has requested 
that we supply any suggested rebuttal material for use 
by the floor manager of the bill when it is debated. 

I would appreciate any suggestions you may 
have and since we do not know just when the bill will 
be called up for debate it is essential that I have 
your suggestions as soon as possible. Counsel has 
indicated there is a possibility the bill will be called 
up tomorrow. 

Please have your reply hand carried directly 
to my office. 
Attachment 

Also referred to OLC and Criminal (Carl Belcher). 
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Prod K. Vinson, Jr. 
Aasistant Attorner 
Crissina Division 

U. 8. v. One 65 ZO6 NIZILlithen-CaZVAM 
Mlitary* Rifle, edal 91-38, Serial No. 
C2766, with Ap;orteneneva, and ens .38 
Special S &It Victory 	Revolver 
Serial tie. 1510210, with Appurtenact40, 

Typed: 10/14/65 
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in the manor to the Libel of Itfolsation filed n the 
captioned case the Claimant admits that Lee Raney Oswald 
used a name iither than 'Lee Remy sc1d Ia. pubchasing the 
unapcans. Claimant, further states that the noroe ao wed was 
"LA. J. 	or A. 	BU, 	iz:Loh re he frequently 
wont 

WO I1 appredate re-aciving any information you lary 
have concerning the al-Used us* of "A. J. !Udell" or A. 

"*' Garai, oxcei4, of course Pith respect to the 
nos of ouch =ea when liarchateing the weapons. 



Deivi Atterney Oenfr al 
T. 10/W65 

October 15, 1965 

IlfirtglaSibr 

1 

tion to Provide 
for 	A:tquisition of Seidel= 
relating to the Assassination of 
President Zentett  

 

D. A. K. 

response to the ice.rade by Hr. Noffmen the 
ibllocing is wataitted 

 

article 1,Section 23 of the Telas Constit 	provides: 
*Every citisen shall have the right to keep and bear mace in the 
lavD11 defence or himself or the Statej but the LeisAelature shell 
have plover barlev to regulate the wearing of arms, with, a view.  to 
prevent crime,* 

JO. 

33 Tes. 535, defendant vas 
ding carrying af firearms 

4e of 	Pew ised a fine of $25, the judgment 
re rf inpert that defendant deliver to the court the 
pistol he 	convicted: of cerrying and that the sheriff bold 
it until the juiement eas ccregied sot t. The aprAllate court 
held that tbelemetbae at the judgment regarding fOrfeiture of 
the weapon sasLvoid so contrary *the Texas Constitution. 1=-,bile 
the judgment could propmay have been that the defendant remain in 
custody until payment at the fine, the judgment actually impeeed 
vas improper and apparently violative at due promos under Texas 
lava 

Ia J 	 (1878) 5 Tem. Cr. H. 298, defendant vas 
convicts 	 "6512 Paschal 's Digest") far unlawfully 
carrying a pistol about hie %arson. The statute provided that in 
case of conviction, *defendant for the first offence, stall be tined 
aotissa than $25 race mere than $100, and shall forfeit to the county 

CC: Records 
Chrono. 
Mr. Sledge 

Miss Brookley 
Mr. Vinson 
Policy File 



the veep= ar eyespots se taunt& on or *beat his 	It els 
11,24 in vise at the 142O8 COUStitsatiOng Art. 24 	3, that the 
forfeiture portion &film etatate ves vedd as rot being 'within the 
scope et legislative eutheritY* 

The pertieent portico at the Nees Ceti doe reseine as It 
see in 1873 Eses Vermeess eeestitation of the State at Texas, 
Aanetatedio  V..]. 1, pp* 491-494)* Mere cre verines TOMAS statutes 
In farce rowan gates carrying of firearms (see Teens Penal 
Cod*, Articles 433 tbree4  40e), but apparealy they do eat purport 
tekeetherise forfeiter* of sect weapons. /tie submitted that this 
pardoner the Mil at nightie' of the Texas Constitution ban nothirig 
ehatever to ee id.th principles ot mgt dosein as exercised by the 
reefs settees Or the United States. 

24. The principles ofemisent emstieteve bees rcespized 
since earliest Uwe, and it is rot:ewe:Jed that net only real 
estate but also 	property is sub5ect teconcemeadon under 
t power at emieent domain. VlIdle to can find no instaree -Ahere 
items of personal property, WICCUIZICULI eith lard ceedemeation or vitt 
the exercise of tba ear poser, etc. !ewe bon awl:leveed the breed 
language tubed by eatheritics is die:use the azimut dem:in power in 
that the as sign has the right to take agethieg provided jest ctepezea-
time is pale and provided the taking is fur a public use. Aeseeime 
peal* use and pahlle per- pose to be one and the sass thing, the power 
of the severely hare seems deer. Ineeemehas the public use here 
wield be terpreserve these signiticant itemeetpersenal property so 
that the history at dark doer in the life at-the country would be 
preserved, and since the Government raj ean condemn laed ter'. 
historie.site privates, that le ne reeve* -shy the Government menet 
defuse*. 13th respect to paneled. Urea at histerie value. 

V United States v. Kew River Collieries co. 262 74. 3tel 
requleitionee coal ur ee- a. 	 . s=ited states v. eereile Pitts 
Co - 

 
2% Ge54, 226 (tractioe engine used en a recfamatIon preIT;ITYrTir 



507 (bridges taken 
telt, 233 P. Rupp. 487 
	it  (et. a.) 216 7. 

el.) 90 aupp. 699 
). 



t. 
PI) 

Form DJ-150 
(Ed. 4-26-65) 

DEPA_ MENT OF JUSTICE UNITED STATES GOVERNME, 

Memorandum 
TO 	: Frank Taylor 

Richard Braun 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: October 15, 1965 

I have delivered the memorandum on the assassination 
weapons to Herb Hoffman. After reading it he has two additional 
questions. 

One concerns Texas State law. He would like further infor-
mation as to what this statute provides, whether it is still in effect, 
whether there is any new Texas statutory law regarding forfeiture 
of items utilized in the perpetration of crime, and whether there 
are any more recent cases than the two cited by you. 

Secondly, he would appreciate having citations to the types 
of property you cite at the top of page 2 as having been taken by 
the Government, i. e. , what authority can you give him for these 
various items? 

Please check into this right away and let me know what you 
come up with. Thanks. 



Lk 9%5a  Legislation to "Provide 
for the Acquisition of trident* 
relating to the Assassination at 
Provident lienneez  

he Ms reference to the abort situation since Caueldle 
guilt or innocence /SUS wrier been judicially detersined., 1-hat ha 
porebehly argues is that, the 414aerghiP end pOSIENIKU312 of pereonal 

porty s -aed "Would be controlled exclusively by state lam. But 
CC 3 	 sovereign bee a right to take anything provided at compensation 
Records 
chr000 
Cella 
Mr. Vinson 
Hiss Brookley 
Policy File 

one 5c. 	) . 
ict becarana 

t to bear arns) 

t this provision of the 
Second Anendaant to the Constitution 

18 USC 3611 under which a 
the penalty prodded tor Dyer Act 

coustitting WAWA* against the Colt ed 
the use of firearms, order the confiscation 824 dial- 

ed tresseitico :reand:-% 1,12 the poseessine or render 	• 
of the deakudant at the tine et his arrest* 



is pad and provided the %eking is for 4 
reedaltisood =dor a vier Use Actj a tz 
roclaratioa project; bridges have 
rooc . etc. lot. the ooze catagoig 
tracks and mops. Too, under the Xisterio SISee Mt (16 ic 
et. seg.) Coogriese bas authorized the Secretary of the Interior to 
ecquire * gift*  purchase see ethereisee any proper**  *arsenal or 
real. 

Dir is this proposed legisiatien is tb, 13814T44 of private 
bill vispecifloally designed to mourn, the inevitable outcome of 
a eiNtl actlon-nos properly term* a *sited States District Ceurt. 
what the statement Sans to pzint out Is that this proceeding*  
instituted by King in the District of Colorado to recover poionseisa 
of the weepers from the Attorney Generalus* o 'October a 1965*  

on notion of the floreroaent 	forhitore moose to is 
larthern District of Theme ere Molly concluded. 

Za the Tame procsic o the aevernut hem filed a Mel of 
inftmurtion to fartait the sevens used is the slaying of the 
imidect sad nix Tipstit G the ground that Ise Iisrecy Oswald 
used * fictitdame nemo in perchasimg the sa trcutcloo1sre. tro&e,  
sperms federal statutes these usepoos are subject to Zerfeitiore 
beesnee ef that lacti* than statutes thoosA trovottly ettacked 
Os constitutional armada, hose also; be sustained by Uo cowls. 



Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

Attention: Carl W. Belcher 
Herbert E. Hoffman 
Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

H.R. 9545, Legislation to Provide for 
the Acquisition of Evidence Relating 
to the Assassination of President Kennedy 

Oct. 14, 1965 

John J. King, who purchased the rifle and pistol 
used by Oswald, has circulated among all Senators the 
attached statement which he submitted to the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. 

I understand that Senator Simpson of Wyoming, 
and perhaps others, plan to question the desirability of 
this legislation for the reasons set forth in Mr. King's 
statement. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee has requested 
that we supply any suggested rebuttal material for use 
by the floor manager of the bill when it is debated. 

I would appreciate any suggestions you may 
have and since we do not know just when the bill will 
be called up for debate it is essential that I have 
your suggestions as soon as possible. Counsel has 
indicated there is a possibility the bill will be called 
up tomorrow. 

Please have your reply hand carried directly 
to my office. 

Attachment 



STATEMENT OF JOHN J. KING 
SENATE jIJI-.)I-CIA.RY COMMITTEE 

• REGARDING H. R. 9545, UNION CALENDAR NO 366 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I am John 

3. King, the present owner of the rifle and pistol used to such 

tragic purpose. ny Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas on November 22, 

-- 1963. r wish to empress my thanks to VetJr Chairman and to all 

of you for having granted me the privilege of appearing before you 

in opposition to H. R. .9545, a Bill relating to the preservation of - - 

evidence ce.rtaining to the assassination of ?resident Kennedy - a 

Privilege once promised Me but subsesuently denied by the _House 

Subcommittee to which it was referred. 

11. R. 9545, while it appears to be a routine Bill, is really 

a most extraordinary piece of proposed legislation; one which 

merits. a rr.ost carofttl analy!.lis. and consideration by tbiq dis-

tinguiLzhed Committee. 

Firstly, inasrmich as it lo a al-,ar and Ittn-list?:-...abl. 

cn ‘zh- part of tr. Federal Govern-me:It to override th 

rf the otate of 7,27;a:-,, and 7_.-o C-SSLIM e unto 

- 	L 	; 	r- 	z.ra.  

r ; L•J 	• 

OCT 28 



would invite further Federal transgression into his s important field. 

Secondly, 	seeking to take full advantage of honest (-rnYir, 

this Bill would emend the right of eminent do .ain to personal 

property, aid thereby establish a most dangerous precedent and a 

basic threat to th-- future security of all Personal property rights. 

i • 

If enacted, it would invite future confiscatory legislation directed 

at personal property of whatever nature, selected at th•- whim of 

the executive branch. 

Thirdly, it is unusually non-specific. It does not identify 

the itzms 	it eeks to condemn, nor does it define- the vitt- 

mate di 7-,17)() si ti en of  these items. In short, it grants carte 

to the Attorney Ge,neral for selection and to the Administrator of 

General Services for disposition cf the unidentified items with 

which it is concerned. Accordingly, if enacted, it would signifi-

cantly accelerate the relentless shift of authority from the legis-

lative to the eNccutiye branch. 

Fourthly, it is an attempt retroactively to correct, at he 

of privat.,  citizens, certain paar. 	ovcrr' 

31,3, vihich a-r•,-:rarntiies 

.-..:•;:t:Et 	 f":"A S77? al 
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n Cc • 	 t• - 	. 	 , 

stgps to provide fo.r. 1.7eder3i-ree,:entic:i 	 171 
• 

Ti3 is sub3tentiatecl by a leter frcri 1. Lee P‘an'zinto t' .e 

Attorney General written en left-over .Warren Commission sta.tionery, 

dated, a month and a half after the Warren Commission had 1.c.rn- 

pleted its work according to itsown letter to the Presiden.t. Ts 

Bill was requested by the Justice De.parnment, over seven months 

after the receipt of Mr. Rankin's letter. 

H. R. 9545 and its accompanying Report No. 813 claim as 

its public purpose the pveServation of items of Clitk-liCe in order 

to substantiaw the conclusions arrived at by the Warron Commission:, 

Public pronouncements by spokesmen of the Justice Department have 

suggested the possibility of a future re-examination of the evidence. 

The weapons with which I aril personally concerned have been sub- - 

jected to every known relevant test and analysis by impeccably 

qualified experts. The conclusions reached by the Warren Com-

mission on the basis of the testimony of these experts have been 

widely read and fully accepted - exceot by a miniscule friag-e of 

irresponsible and unqualified critics. No further tests or analyses 

are needed. None have been made to my knowledge on pre.vious 

presidential assassination weapons. Sulfur casts hoNe =7.17-oad7 beon 

made of the rifle chamber. They can easily be made of the 

volver chambers and of the bc...-fca of both weapons. Bolt ffac..e 

3 - 



. 	• r. 

impressions can be made of the rifle and . breachplate impreRsions 

can be made of the revolver. These thinzs, combined wirh the 

various cartridge cases and related bullets are all that the Govern-

merit would ever need for any future ballistic re-e:am.intion. • 

Further, no request has ever been made of me or of the Oswald 

Estate regarding our attitudes toward the gift, loan, or sale to 

the Government of any ot our property for which it may feel a 

subsequent need. . For myself, I would of course e more than 

willing to allow federal auttorite.s to examine the weapons from 

time to time and to conduct further tests on them should the need 

therefor be truly felt, provided, of course, that adeeuate as 

surances were made that the %;ILT2r0.113 1)`:.." not further muLiated, cr 

altered, or displayed publicly. 

The Attorney General's aforementioned letter to the Speaber 

alludes to die fact that allegations and theories. coiltvary to the. 

conclusions of the Warren Commission feed on .secrecy and un- 

certainty 	and I certainly agree with this. It is, however, of 

interest to me that the present governmental custody of the as-

sassinit'en rfIe has been characterized by the utrn(..)st sPorPe,i. 

• The FF-I refused so restx-nsible a journal as LIFE rna7r7zin- to 

7.-in.r:717,-N crr  r-11.  it. 

. 	. 	• 
t. : 3 7f-'....71:'rX3 	 72. 	,  

• 



which killed President.  McKinley 7 was acquired- by private inter-

ests; while two - the derringer which killed 

the revolver which killed President Garfield - were taken over 

the Federal Government since those two assassinations occurred 

in the District of Columbia and were hence subject to Federal 

jurisdiction. Only two of these three historic weapons survive - 

the privately-owned McKinley assassination revolver and the 

federally-owned Lincoln assassinadon derringer. History thus 

accords private custody twice as good a record of preservation 

as. it accords governmen.tal custody. 

During the, discussion on the floor of the House - it cannot 

properly be called a debate since only the pro.side participated -. 

Some consideration Was given (as it most certainly shcitlft.have 

been). to the eventual cost to the Taxpayers of this 13111. The 

figure of $3.0,000 was bandied about as an approximate value .of, 

- the two weapons with whiCh I am personally concerned. , These 

• two weapons are unquestionably the two most carefully documented 

and most ;valuable in the world today. From a Collf!..otor's point 

of 'new, they are to the field of firearms what the Mona Lisa is 

to the field of painting, what La Pieta is to the fir.:d of 000lctur-, 

and vino', the Hop e Diamond is to the field of gorrz;. 7,1 ca'rte•-•-•t° t =iiS7. 

" 
	Di :17 counting their eN.hibitic.,11 	COrOU :;1- C 



greatly in excess of a million dollars. :COupled. with the value To 

the weapons themselves, consitieration must also be given to the 

value of sortie of the other items concerned', principally owned, 

insofar es" I knOw, :by the Oswald Estate. For example, a measure": 

of:the value of 'f.he original manuscripts of. OsWald's 2-page Farewell 

Note, of his 12-page "Historic Diary'!, and of his 17-page Undelivered 

Speech may be gleaned from tho fact that a miscellaneous &maid 

letter - an item considered of so little importance ,by the Warren 

Commission that it did not even attempt to retain it - brought $3,COrY_ 

at a recent auction. It would appear from this that the Oswald 

papers alone have a value of something over $100, 000. If the pro-

posed legislation is passed and its Constitutionality confirmed, the 

Constitutional guarantee of Just compensation will result in an 

expenditure of a staggering amount of Taxpayers' dollars for the 

. acquisition of materials for which the Government honestly has no 

further conceivable need. 

Finally, this proposed legislation is in the nature of a 

Private ail1, .pecifically designed to reverse the inevitable ou=rne 

of a civil action now properly before a United Slates District Court. 

This Bill wns proposed by the De-fen  :lent in that action after th- 

Complaint had been‘ properly filed,. and 	7;111'1-, p-nOnno,- 1-2-fcrt- 

!las z3 en 	L.F.on 121; 	 1,-  

3. 4 



tp appear before 

committee in support of this 13i1 a 1, nd that Plaintiff's comisei.was 

rot privileged to appear in opposition thereto. In other viords, you 

are here concerned with a clear. attempt on the 	of a De'feridPnt,. 

a member of the executive branch, 

action from the United. States District Court in which it was properl;) 

brought by the.Plaintiff, a private citizen, to the .very halls of 

Congress. To my view, this is-. an outrageous attempt to circumvent: 

the operation -  of 	yes, even.;. a direct insult to - the .system of 

checks and balances betwecn the three branches (Di: our 'Governmonr:. . 

The late PresidentKennedy himself said: 

"Our ,Constitution wise3.y assigis both 'j-Dintand_ 
separate roles to each branch of the Government; 
and .a.President and a -Congress who .hold each 
otherin mutual respect will - neither permit nor 
actempt.'any.trespass.!' 

In conclusion, H. R. 9545 constitutes an insipient threat to 

states Rights, to Personal Property Rights, and to our system of 

checks and balances, It represents a totally unjustified waste -  of 

the Taxpayers' money.. It should not be enacted. 



Pursuant to Mr. Timmins request we are attaching a 
certified copy of . tbe ardat. of October 8, 1965 entered by 
the United States District Court for the District of Colorado 
Inea.-v. Nicholas d.5. Nateenbach, Attorney General (Civil 
No. i68). 

We are also advised by the Civil Division that a transcript 
of the hearing on the defendant's motion to dismiss in the , 
matter has been ordered and we will sake the same available ,o 

in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

FRED M. vrAsat, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Dimiainn 

\\-\ 

1 
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Mr. Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 
Dallas, Texas 

Attentiont 

Res 

Dear Mr. Diggst 

Mr. B. R. Timmins, Jr. 
Assistant. U. S. Attney 

Civil No. CA 3-1171, U.S. v. One 
6.5 mm. Mannlicher-C.v.cano Military 
Ritio, Model 91481  Serial No. C2766, 
With Appurtenances, and One .38 Special 
S StWVictorylindel Revolver, Serial 
No. V510210 Yith Appurtenances. 

Brt 
GAM •DEC 

chief, General a-ims Section 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS 1. TEXAS 

C1-627-65 

October 8, 1965 

Mr. Carl W. Enactor, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Department-  of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL X.,' 

UNWED STATES AXXSRIVEr 

P. 0. BOX tna 
..41titzb 	tatty Pepartntent of Justice 

Be: Civil No. CA 3-1171, U.S. v. One-$.5 you MannLieber-
Careen° Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2T66, 
With Appurtenances, and One .38 special. S & W Victory 
Model Revolver, Serial No.-V53.0  2G.0, With Appurtenances. 
Dept. Ref: PigIV:JjC 	3.29-13  

Dear Mr. Belcher: 

Enclosed ars two pbotostatis copies of pleadings filed today in the 
captioned case on behalf of Joins J. King. The C3ar3's Office bee 
c3.osed until likeday =Waft nob hod times papers certified. If 
yot need certified copies, please advise me and I will obtain tbem 
and forward those to you early nest week. 

I have received the Motion to Dismiss and accappearize memorenda in -
the Dew' suit vhich you mailed to me on October 5. I hen* arraign. 
wants scheduled sad will be in Court all day Wonder, October II, but - 
will discuss the goading* filed tq Xing lire today with you by tele-
phone on !needy or vedneaderofnext veek. 

Tours very truly, 

Melvin X. Diggs 
United States Attceney 

B. A. riXidnap Xv.„ Assistant 
United States Attorney 

Enclommes 

L I  

rr v 

(7 -- 

I DEPART(JEN 

17 OCT 18 1965 

R.A.O. 	D 
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MAILING ADDRESS 
P. 0. Box 1776 

TELEPHONE 297-4184 
(AREA CODE 303) 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

9168 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

DISTRICT OF COLORADO 

323 U. S. COURT HOUSE 

DENVER, COLORADO 80201 

lmh/ms 

  

AIR MAIL 	 October 13, 1965 

Joseph J. Cella, Esq. 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: King v. Katzenbach 
Civil No. 9168 
145-12-95P 

Dear Mr. Cella: 

Pursuant to your request we are enclosing 

herewith 5 certified copies of the Order signed by 

Judge Doyle on October 8, 1965. 

Very truly yours, 

LA,,,/FCENd M. HENRY 
United States Attorney 

Enc. 
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IN TEE UN1TED STATES DISTRICT COURT 	
e 	r7, 1 

jiniteii States District-  Court 
penvcr, Cutorado 

FOR TEE DISTRICT OF COLORADO 
1R35 

G. WALTER BovVivIAN 
CLERK 

Mai J. Kan, rD£P, CL.g.F2K 

Plaintiff, 

V • 
	 Civil Action No. 9168 

IIICEOLA.S 8.eB. KAT77T3,4ail, 
Attorney General of the 
United States, 

Defendant. 

ORDER 

 

Upon consideration of defendant's Motion to Dismiss 

Plaintiff's Complaint Or, Alternatively, To Stay Further Proceedings, 

and the plaintiff and defendant having atteared by William C. Garrett 

and dames S. Holmberg, and Fred William Drogula and Lawrence M. Henry, 

res-pectively, and the Court, after hearing argument and being advised, 

having determined that if the forfeiture proceedings occurring in the 

United. States District Court for the Northern District of Texas are 

adjudicated valid this Court is ousted of its jurisdiction over the 

subject matter of plaintiff's comnlaint, in that it lacks jurisdiction 

over the specific property involved herein, it is hereby 

ORDER= that defendant's notion to stay further proceedings 

is granted and that further proceedings herein are suspended and this 

file is closed until the forfeiture mroceedings in the Northern District 

of Texas are finally concluded; and it is
rte

_FURTHER ORDERED that this mroceeding =ayibe reopened after 

the conclusion of the Texas proceedings upon a showing of good cause 

by plaintiff herein; and it is 

FOREEER ORDER .D that defendant shall have 20 days from t:..e 

date of shy order roo:senins thf..s 1,roceeding in which to move, answer or 

otherwise plead to plaintiff's complaint. 

DATED at Denver, Colorado, this 	day of October, 1965• 
7,4 T R 

'QIN! THE IDOCT<ET 
OCT C 1966 

G VYALTZR BOWMAN 
ELY 
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20530 Files 
DAG 
Mr. Schlei.  
Mrs. Copeland 
Mr. Simms 

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to your 
memoranda:aid:Joh transmitted for the consideration of this 
department a letter 

lill  
relating to 	availability of copies of the 

so-ca gWarren Commission Report. 
 

The Report of the President's Commission on the Assas-
sination of President Kennedy (Warren Commission) was pub-
lished and distributed to the public. Copies of the Report 
maybe purchased from.the Superintendent of Documents, United 
States Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. 
The paperbound edition sells for $2.50 and the clothbound 
edition sells for $3.25. The Commission also published 26 
additional volumes -containinghearings and exhibits of the 
Commission, and an index thereto. Those volumes may also 
be purchased in sets from the Superintendent of Documents. 

Accordingly, it appears 	 probably 
_been misinformed concerning public access to the Commission's 
Report. 

I ho that this will be of assistance to you. -
letter is returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 

NOrbert:A. Schlei 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

IRSP'TD A:f1) 1141.112D 
COAGIUM.CAMON'S 2nOL 
OCT 7 1P65 	(37.4 

- -j 
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Isencws:p lo/5/65 
129-41 

AIR MAIL 

Kr. Kelvin lit, Diggs 
United States Attorney 
Dallas*  Texas 

Octtl..cr: 5 3.90 izgo 

Attention I Sit E. Timmins, Jr. 
Assistant Tle, S. Attorney 

Met One 6.5 mu. Nannlicher-
Careano Military Rine, 
Model 91-38, Serial. No. 
C2766, With Appurtenances, 
and One .38 Special 3 is W 
Victory Model Revolvers  
Serial We. V520210, With 
Appurtenances  

Dear Mr. Diggs: 

Inclosed are certain documents furnished to 
the Criminal Division by the Civil Division pertaining 
Government's response to its c 	 -1-We are 
to actions taken by John Xing in 	and the 

on  
informed by the Civil Division that Xing expressed his 
intention to proceed before the district court in Dallas 
to have that court defer its jurisdiction in your for-
feiture case in favor of the district court in Denver 
proceeding with priority. 

We anticipate the papers to be riled by Ling 
in Dallas will take such the sameosition as was taken 
in the enclosures. 
Records 
Chrono 
Mr. Belcher (2) 
Mr. Drogula, Civil Division 

-6+).rel'71 
OCT 5 	 



-2- 

We are further informed by the Civil Division 
that the district court in Denver la entering an order 
staying all proceedings in Denver until completion of 
the forfeiture proceedings in Dallas. A copy of this 
order will be furnished to you when obtained by us. 

- We would appreciate your review of these 
materials in preparation of King contesting the Juris-
diction of your court and would also appreciate your 
giving us prompt notice and a copy of all papers filed 

__ by 
 

inDallas.  
- _ 
SinCerelys 

FM*. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 

CARL V. MOI* 
Chiefs  General Crimes Section 



tai, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

INSP'TD A N D MAMED1 
COMMUN-CATIONS &sal 

OCT 19 19@i R Ri1's 

alh,q101257r4M775,7""rAr: 

ctober / 9, 1965 

This. acknowledge receipt of your letter of October 5, 
2965 addressed for the attention of former Assistant Attorney 
General Herbert, J. tiller,.  Jr. ---  

Your apparently have reference to the various items of 
/Personal property covereC-under Comoission YAM  bit 21.66 as 
appears at pages 637 -and 640 of the Report although your 
letter d'esiguates Exhibit 21466 

Yirel determination of what appropriate disposition 
should be made of these items has not bees Aade.. when a 
decision is reached you, will, be informed. 



// 

4- 'OCT 7 1965 

R.A.O. 

• • • 

111111=1■1111111 
October 5, 1965 RP-CZ:nit-ED 

4 ZI", 
I ,J
W
U.41 

Department of Justice 
71ashington, D. 0. 20530 

Attn: Y.r. Herbert J. :Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney 3eneral 
Criminal Division 

Dear Nr. 

Please advise the Present situation "retaining tc the 
miscellaneous articles and personal r_roperty as covered 
(Exhibit # 2464, Volume XV, pages 632, 64C)? 

I, frankly, can not understand the delay in retv.rnjng 
of these items. I urge an i=ediate 	7ith the return 
of these items by the Department of Justice. 

'Then cooperation was asked of ne, it ':Tas.„;-iven fully 
with no ifs, buts, or delays. I expect the sane consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert L. Csvald 
Box 28 

20/bs 

OCT 2 1965 
to; 

igusTizED -.••••••••••■••••••AFTT. 



September 30, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Lawrence R. Houston 
General Counsel, CIA 

For your information, I am enclosing 
a copy of a letter dated September 29 from 
the Acting Archivist to the Office of Legal 
Counsel of this Department regarding certain 
letters and other documents of Lee Harvey 
Oswald which are being offered for sale by 
Charles Hamilton. 

Thank you for bringing this to our 
attention. 

Harold F. Reis 

Enclosure 

br 



Form No. G-IF .  
(Rev..1-20-58)  

FROM 

OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK 

The Attorney General 	  

Executive Assistant ...'Ha..rold . F.  Reis 

The Solicitor General 

Deputy Attorney General .. ..... " .. 	..... 

Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust. 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil - • • .. ...... 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights 	  

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 	  

Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security 

Assistant. Attorney General Lands 	  

Assistant Attorney General, Tax   	. . 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 	 
- - 

Director, Office of Alien Property 
Commissioner, Immigration and 

Naturalization. Service ...... 

Director, Bureau of Prisons  

Administrative Assistant Attorney General 

Public Information 

Memorandum 

Recently you:askedus 
to check todetermine 
1,7hether.the propoSed 
sale of certain Le-e 
Harvey Oswald items 
by Charles Hamilton 
of New York might con-

.stitute a violation of 
Federal law. 

Attached is a letter 
from the Acting Archi-
vist of the United 
States indicating the 
contrary. 

M.A..S.Y(-1/4  
/- 

//  
DEPARTMEZ OF-JUSTICE' - 

10 OCT 1 165 

	 RA.O. 

CA.V-rins Or__LZGAI L-1 



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

September 29, 1965 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

Mr. Charles F. Simms 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear 	Simms: 

This is in resnonse to your telephone call of September 24, to Dr. Rhoads 
of our staff with regard to certain letters and other documents of Lee 
Harvey Oswald that are being offered for sale on September 30, 1965, by 
Charles Hamilton, the New York manuscript dealer. 

We have examined the records of the Warren Commission to determine whether 
any of the items being offered for sale have been unlawfully removed from 
the Commission's files. We found that some of them were examined by the 
Commission during the course of Mrs. Marguerite Oswald's testimony (see 
attached cony of letter from J. Lee Rankin to Mrs. Oswald dated June 30, 
1964), and copies of them were made Eby or for the Commission for use as 
exhibits. Mrs. Oswald was permitted to retain the originals. We are 
returning herewith a copy of the nages from Charles Hamilton's catalog 
that you sent us, annotated to show the Oswald items being offered for 
sale that we have been able to identify as Commission exhibits. 

Also attached is a copy of a telegram from Mr. Rankin to Mrs. Marina 
Oswald, dated September 24, 1964, which supports the assumption that in 
certain cases the Commission acquired for its files copies rather than 
originals of items of evidence. 

Our examination of the records of the Warren Commission has not discovered 
evidence that the Oswald items described by Mr. Hamilton have been wrong-
fully alienated from the Federal Government. If the Department of Justice 
has reason to believe that an unlawful act has been committed, however, we 
assume that the Federal Dureau of Investigation will be asked to investi-
gate the matter. 

cere 7 yours, 

lnclosures 

/ 
	 _z*,___ Robert H. Dahmer 	! 	--- 	,  • y 	 4 

Acting Archivist 	! 	 , ,..,z-. 1 • 

of the United Statpa   
I  OCT 1 P.f' tA  ,. .✓ 	 ., . 	i. 	1  

- t 
Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Ro ds 	-- 	____ 	 

ituw_lar_ LzGAL_MuNtre 
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Wormn=a at any 
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3. Lee Irir 
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Osvald, Marina 

President's Cor=ission on the 
Azoassination of President Kennedy 

yirs. Nerina Osvald 

629 Beltline Road 
Richardzon, Tema 

I WAS LEL1212. TO MACE YOU BY trr:7:77-'07:2,171:ST:-'7=ZAY TO=1 

LB= PECTOS, LIT777S DOCIT:=S AND CT= ::;:azo:AL .6.4 2 

WE, AIM AEIVANGER: TO EAT TS D P=11'D TO YOU SC,01: AS IT 

Do:72. ArD(za= FECTI"..2 ='.P31T3 

COZ_ILSICNIS =CM. T=S Wr2, 'I= A 
	

TO 

TZAT COPIES OF DOCUMENTS APE SUFFICT7-T. 	Tz77,.7cr,-7?1-_ aaal 	r •.!...4.Cla.• 

;>NCT P.413 .1=J:=3 	r----EssAaY :roa 

COMMISSION IS NOT TZING ANY ACTIO= TO INT:= ''IT 7  YOUR 

COPYRIMT EXC'70T TO T7T,' r"77777  TEAT PrAT,TCATION 	T.7.2 NIP= 

EAS ANY suca =DOT. 

J. 7,77 2=7 
C...2.:=1. COUNSEL 

RzmILin 
Ger.azal Counr,..al 543-14C3 

9/2/ 

"TS 
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