FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20580

PAUL RAND DIXON ¢
CHAIRMAN

October

Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Attorney General
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mr.

Attorney General:

The enclosed material was received by the
Federal Trade Commission on October 29, 1965.

I am referring it to you for such attention
as you may care to give it.

Sincerely yours,

/ e
Q/;M A1
Paul Rand” Dixon

Chairman
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THE STATE OF WYOMING

SEVENTH JURICIAL DISTRICT

T. &. DAMIELS, suDee Y. 8. SHILDOM, Juoe
£ F TRUSKY, Ar-Oowry S
LANDER, WYOMING

LEOMARD R. AESCHLIMAMN, RErOaTIN

CasmER, WYOMING August U’ 1965

Mrs. Charlotte Bartshe
Clerk of the District Court
City and County Building
Casper, Wycming

Re: Bendix Corporation vs. Bray
Civil Action No. 27451

Dear Chariotte,

The document entitled Request To The Court wherein
the defendant requests permission to show 8MM film tc the
Jury should be returned bty you to Mr., Bray without filing.

Yours very truly,

R Sy IR ’;,/f}ifi/gﬁ;;/ -
Franklin B, Sheldon,
Judge
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October 6, 1965
P, 0. 3ox 391
Neorth Bend, Oregon

Rep. Sidnsy Leiken
Committes on Zducatioen
Salem, Orezon

Hon. “idney Leiken:

It is inmaterial to me how you advertise the shcwing of the film at the
Ted Sorensen Banquet in Fortland on November 13, As I pointed out to Mr,
Howard, Cfficizls in Washington will do almost anything to see that this
£ilm is never shown in publiec. I enclose photostztic copiles of Court
docurents showing how these CfIficials have zut cressurs on the Court o
make certain that the film of the assassination of President Zennedy,
which was made from the upper reaches of the Texas Building by cne of the
Five members of the Crganizaticn JFCOTT, who planned and carried out the
assassinaticn iz kept from Public view, If this film was sver shown in
Publiec, it would put the present Administration in 3 very psrilous pesit-
icn,

.

i
o

I

All of the docurentis, lettars, etc. such as Mrs, Brayl!s statement to the
Dallas Morning News ce 1ling now Mr, Shork of the Portland ?BI office came
to our house there in Portland shortly after the assassination and stated:
"When the Cfficials whe are in charge of the case in Texas come acreas

your lettsr to Gov. Connally, they will contact us at cnce., Z2ray, did you
write the letiter?” will be displayed at the banquet.

There wiil be no deviation from the agrsed method in br"fing the Zvidence

Zxcluded From the Warren Report to Portland for the banguet. Zour Committea
will furnish Mrs, Bray and I with plane tickets to Cascer, Hyo., Ft. Smith
and Little Hock, Ark. and San Francisco, Calif, so that we will te in these
cities during banking hours. Qur entire expenses will crne by ycur Com-

ha he

mittee. The iwo Oregon State Troopers who Mr, Howard said w«ould acecmpany us
durimg the sntire trip will see that we return here safely the day after the
bangquet.

I plan tc send photcstat copies of this letisr to the Federal Officials thers
in Portland who Suestioned us the latier rart of August of 163 regarding oy
letter to Zov. Ccnnally in which I gave the exact details of the Dallas clot,
over 3 months trior to the tragedy in Dallas. The copy of this lette

was witnessed and notarized on August 12, 1963 at Neir % Franks in P
will be incliuded in the display of Evidence ZIxeluded From the Warren Report
at the banguet,
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TEXAS LEADING NEWSPAPER

Communications Center, Dallas, Texas 7

The Ballasg Z}iﬁﬁmmgﬁ'mg

73222

e

RADIO-TELEVISION
S

TEXAS ALMANAC

L memfezs of the orzanization JFCOTT were the assassins of the Prasidant, ware in the
;vxas+?l«§- 2 Were further up tha Parkway. ZMM shots of the actual assassination wefa made
rom ine lexas Zldg, by the Assassins, Still vhoteos from
this film were sens ta. the o 2. b RO . 8 Fabruary 1364
Iiln nt to the Warren Commission, Later Authorties
1 3 - 1+ h . ; , ) IR m; a2 - I bl : P . ) 3
dug A%k PERY 'Angle" snots from the Taxas 31dg, The Rifle, with the lamerz mounted
underneath had been tested on 2 targst tcwed by teat in the upger
Portland, Oregon reaches of tnz Denison Dam. An actual "Dry Run" was made
! in a car nast thne Texzs Zuilding.

Degr Madam:

I am unable to firnd any such organization zs you refer to

in this city. I would be interested to talk with some of them if you

could give me the name and address of one or two,

P
inter

I am zlso

date of 12 August,

ested in your letter to Gov, Connally under

Zan you give me better verifcation that this letter

was sent on tne date specified a2nd or that 1t was rechized by the

governor?
208 feet of 2ditex Pilm, snowing rifls recoil,
agent falling down, test run & acuual shots Sincserely
of the car as seen by the 3ssassin &s na puiled’ ]
the trigger were offersa to LIFE MAGAZINE. P
This film ~as turnea down by Editor Roger Tl el
¥elth of Lifs, Waval Inteiligence zu2stionsg 'Harry ¥eCormick
one of the assassins, and allowed nhim Lo go
FREE, LEZ HARVEY CSWALD WAS 32T UP? AS A The Dallas News

Dallas, Texsas

A copy of the letter was witnessed before a NOTARY PUBLIC on Aug. 12, 1963. Photes
were made as the letter was being dropped into the mail box. Prints were mde, which
were stamped, "AUG, 463".10 days later the Authorties and Postal Inspectors gquestioned
my wife and I about the lettsr, Right after the ASSASSINATION the FEI questioned me

about thse latter.

In the letter, which was mailed 3 months prior *o THEZ DALIAS TRAGEDY, I
THE ORGANI

entire datails of the ASSASSINATION, WRZRZ IT WOULD HAPPEN,
IT WOULD HAPPEN.

Read the attached photostats.....Then you render your VIRDICT as

CQMXZ/ZC- £
THE GUILTY ONES.

QLOEST

tQ:

BUSINESS INSTITUTION XN

A
ZA

d’lﬂg

gave the
;I‘ION, W7



STATE OF WYOMING ) 4 THE DISTRICT COURT
ss

COUN IR NN A P YT

COUNTY OF NATRONA ) SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRIST

Civil Action No., 27451

THE BENDIX CORPORATICN, a
Delaware Corpcration,

Plaintiff,

)

)

)

)

AY

/

Vs, )
)

EDWARD F. BRAY, )
)

\

/

Defendant,

Comes now the defendant in the above named action and prays the Court

as follows, TO WIT:

i. That the defendant bz granted permission 5y the Court to show a
BMM film to the dJury,., The dsfendant will »rovids all necessary sgquipht-

ment needed for this showing,

2. The defendant further stazes that this film was expcsed in November
of 1963, That the location was the J2nison DJam and the asszssination of the

President as seen from the upover reaches of the Texas Ueopository Building.

2, The defendant further states that to properly present nis case to

- &
the Jury the showing of this film 1s necessary to substantiate the Volume

jaleTe YA S

ALAITT, witled ' ZVIDENCE EXCLUTZED FROM TH
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with the Coyrt on March I3, I9%5,

Therefore, the defendant orays the lcurt that permission be granted,

i P A
A :
T T Lo ,%/j_",/v !
= ———
T~ Zdward r. 3ray
TO CLERK OF COURT: C. '\‘
\
Will you please send my certified cooy te ARC NEAS, HOLLTWNCOD, CAL.
A stamped, self addressed esnvalope is 2nclosed,
- TrNT ot - e AT T myrT v
YOLUME VI CF THE mYIDENCE.
THIS REQUZIST TO THE COURT wAS SENT CERTIFLIED MAIL, RETURM XECEI-T TC THR
COURT. 3ELOW IS THE CERTIFIED NUMEZR BEFCRE IT WAS ATTACHZID TC THEZ EZNVELQOPR

TO THz COURT.

Prints made from this film which was made by one of the assassins of the
President were sent to the Warren Commission and the FBI the sarly part

of I964. The Federal Authoriss are doing all in their power to k¥eep this
Film from the public.

The Court refused this request to allow a Jury of I2 Americans to view this
£iim, The present Xdministration would be placed in a very perilous position,

THIS FIIM WILL BE SHOWN AT THE TED SCRENSEN BANQUET IN PORTLAND, CREGCN ON
NOVEMBER I3, 1965, TELE-PHOTO SHOTS IN THIS FILM SHCWS THE PRESIDENT's HEAD

BEING BLCWN AWAY.
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Oetobexr 28, 1965

" R A
// . o M.
MEMORANDUM
For: " Honorable Jake Jacobsen
‘ Special Assistant to the President
From: Berbert E. Hoffman
¢hief, lLegislative and Legal Section
Office of the Deputy Attorney General
Subject: ere Concerning Presidential

spondence
Action oo H.R. 9545 {Enrolled).

lee White sent the attached telegrem to the
Attorney General for direet reply. However, since Mr,
King's telegram iz really directed at action taken by
the Justice Department, it seems inappropriata for the
Attorney Gemneral to make the response. Hence, the
attached draft has been prepared as a snggest:ad reply
to be made by you or snother of the President's
asslstants,

For ym information, the text of the telegram
1s almost identical with a statement which Mr. King cir-

culated among the Members of the Congress in an attempt
to prevent enastment of the legislatiom.

Attachments

et }'& /é{,ﬂ/
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 DRAFT ,
A K

/32 9/ ‘// e

i
Deaver, Colorado
Dear Mr. Ring: |

' The President has asked me to acknowledge your
telegram requesting the vets of H.R. 9543, legislation
perzaining to the scquisition of evidence related to the
assassination of President Kennedy.

' %Wtzzhavmgywvimmdasmeym
they will be considered along with the other recommenda=-
tious end materials availsble to the Prasident in arriving
at his dscision as to the executive action to be taken.

- Sincerely,
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YELLOW COPY

SRE ~r

NOV 190 1965

(fes Do L

:::::. Harry J. Longley

Chairmem, Committeoe Zor Jennedy .
Assassination Site llemorial

General Delivery

Rchardsom, Texas

Dear Mrs. Langley:

Thmi: you very much fox your recent letter
tn the Attorney Gemeral.

. R. 25343 authowlzes tha Attormey Gencr:ﬁ.
Lo desismate, by psublicatliom in the Fedexal Rezister,
which items considered by the 2recidont’s Commission
on the Assassination of President Namedy aze vegquixed
*y the natliomal interest Lo be acquired and preserved
by the United States. All wights, title, and interest
ta these items would weet in the United States upon the

publication of the Attommey Gemeral's
the Federal Reglster. Authority to eifcct such acquisitis

<would expire one year after the date of cnoctment of the
lezislati

determination in

48 you cen see the only items to be acquired
are those which the Varren Commigsion recemmended to be
acculred aad preserved by the govermment. The Toxes
Zchool Book Depository Dullding s not included in that
Axe”o”y and thus would not fall umdar the provisions ol

de Qe 9343,
2 wour In’ 1 3 mfos 1. onelone
Jor your inlormation ond Iolerence L M x.m,.mg
Jeyey

3G o copy of the leglslation as well as a cony ol
zaport of the Ilouge Judiciary Commuttee onm the LHiil

<z
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Althoush I would think it

inopnropriale

for thls Department Lo suggest oY corment upon the tyse

of memorlial to be erectod to the late
3

In Dallas, I do want to thank you umnd
for your comcexn about thla losportumt

President Zennody
congratulate you
mebiay,



ORRAS Tames” \\t.am.b'”\of,q/a,g

Oswald Guns Mec ure

Awalts LBY

W&SHINGTO\ BI.’RE-\L' :
WASHINGTON—LegBIatmn de-
sxgned to. resolve arguments over;
ownershlp of actused assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald's uns landed on
President Johnson’s desk Tuesday.
The measure, passed by voice
vote- in, the Senate Monday after
gaining earlier approval in the
House, makes material gathered
as" evidence in. the inwvestigation
of President John Kennedy's death

federal property. _
| "The law applies specifically to
;the rifle- used in the assassination
;and the pistol used in the slaying
‘of Dallas patrolman J. D. Tippitt
las well as’to: other personal ef-

s ngy

Colorado oilman .Iohn J. Kin:
is now fighting lawsuits on - tw
fronts to. gain possession of th
guns, which he says he purchasec
from- Oswald's widow.

The legislation awaiting Presi
dent Johnson's signature was re
quested by the Justice Depart
ment, ‘pam'ally to avoid what
called “exploitation” of .the guns
Under terms of the law, it is w
to the government to determin.
how much and what of the ma
terial gathered in thev months-ior:
investigation should remain i
government possession.

Justice Department officials sai
both the rifle and the pistol woulr

Hfects taken from Oswald aiter his;
arrest. e B

be retained, along with other se
lected items. .
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129-11 20530 _ Mr, Schlei
‘ ' Mr, Simms

| — | }5/65

Dear - )

-I have been asked to reply to your letter suggesting
the establishment of a national holiday in honor of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

- Legal public holldaya are prescribed by Act of
Congress. The Congress has established eight annual
public holidays--

Januaryl (New Yeaxr's Day),
February 22 (Washington's Birthday),
May 30 (Memorial Day),

- July 4 (Independence Day),

v the first Monday in September (Labor Day),
November 11 (Veterans Day),
the fourth Thursday in November (Ihanksgiving
Day), and

December 25 (Christmas Day).

You will note that only one individual--President
Washington--has been honored by having his birthday
designated as a national public holiday. Although many
people share your regard for the late President, many
others- have similar feelings with respect to such other
Presidents as Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, the two Roose-
velts, and Wilson. Furthermore, there are many who feel
that there should be a national public holiday honoring
Christopher Columbus.

N

Since it is obVioua that we cannot declare a holiday
to honor each individual who has made outstanding contri-

INSP'TD AND MAD
COMMUNICATIONS 32

0CT 28 {585 =roor




2

butions to this Natibn, the Congress has exercised re-
straint in singling out specific individuals for this
honor.

However, other suitable means of honoring President
Kennedy have been, and are being devised., For example,
the Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Florida, has been
named in his honor, A Memorial Library bearing his
name will be built in Massachusetts, and a Cultural
Center bearing his name is being built in Washington,
D,C. England has honored him by setting aside a part
of the field at Runnymede and other foreign nations
have established suitable memorials, And it is possi-
ble, of course, that the Congress may some day see fit
to declare a national public holiday in his honor,

Sincerely,

Norbert A, Schlei
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
AR ., ,.WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
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0EY 22 1965

Dear Sirs

We are enclosing a letter addressed to the President

sron M
as it relates to a matter under your jurisdiction.

Sincerely yours,

&

A

Orren Beaty (
Assistant to the Secrestary

Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C, 20530

Enclosﬁre

, H o
lwdBEICE QF LEGAL COUNSEL
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) ) RECORDS
RC:HEH: DVP:msc Octeber 21, 1963
/;_2 G _ s D.AKS
+ Hovorable Cherles L. Schaltze

I
- . TR
D l’J

Pirector, Buresaus of the Budget
vashington, B. C. : '

In complisnce with My, Hughes' request, I
have examined & facsimils of ths emrolled Bill (H.R.
9543), "Providing for the acguisition and preservation
by the United States of cortain items of evidence
mn“ ‘

)

At AN

The legislation declares that the pational
interest requirss the United States to scquire all title
and intovest in certalm itess of cvidence which were
considered by the President's Comuission on the Assagsis-
nation of President Keanedy, Pursuant to this naticual
interest requirament, the weasure suthorizes the Attorney
General to determing which ftems i particular should
be acquired aud preserved by the Paited States. Fhen
the Attorney Gemsral mekes such a determination relstive
to an irem, all titles and interest in it would vest in the
United States on the publication of his determiuation in
the Fedorxal Register. Any person asgerting & claim for
just compensation for an item sequired by the Uadted
States could brisg suiz, without regard to the amtume in
cantroversy, ia the United Stetes Court of Claims or the
Onited States district court for the judicial districs
wherein such persom resides., In the cass of an action
filed in & tnited States district court, trial by juxy is
suthorized, A limitation of ome year from the date of

cc: Civil ] P
Criminal 7 A
OLC
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Calendar No. 836

891a CoNGRESS SENATE Report
1st Session No. 851

PRESERVING EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

OctoBeR 4 (legislative day, OcToBER 1), 1965.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Dirgsex (for Mr. Eastraxp), from the Committee on the
Judiciary, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 9543]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(H.R. 9545) providing for the acquisition and preservation by the
United States of certain items of evidence pertaining to the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy, having cousidered the same, re-
ports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recommends that
the bill do pass.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize the acquisi-
tion and preservation by the United States of certain items of evidence
pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

ANALYSIS OF THE BxLL/°2 7

H.R. 9545 would authorize the Attorney General to designate, by
publication in the Federal Register, which items considered by the
President’s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy
are required by the national interest to be acquired and” preserved
by the United States (secs. 1 and 2(a)). All right, title, and interest
to these itermns would vest in the United States upon publication of
the Attornev General’s determination in the Federal Register (sec.
2(b)). Authority to effect such acquisition would expire 1 vear after
the date of enactment of this legislation (sec. 2(¢c)).

TUnder the bill, claims for just compensation must be filed within
1 vear of the date of publication of the Attorney General’s designa-
tion. The bill grants concurrent jurisdiction to the Court of Claims

50-010



2 PRESERVE EVIDENCE-—ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

and the U.S. district courts over claims for just compensation here-
under and provides that a claimant filing in the Federal district court
may request a trial by jury (sec. 3).

All items acquired pursuant to the bill are to be placed under the
jurisdiction of the Administrator of General Services and preserved
in accordance with rules and regulations which he may prescribe
(sec. 4).

The bill provides that all items acquired by the United States
bereunder shall be deemed personal property within the meaning of
provisions penalizing removal or mutilation and theft, sections 2071
and 21172, title 18, United States Code (sec. 5). The bill authorizes
such appropriation as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of
the act (sec. 6).

STATEMENT

In the course of its investigation of the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy, the President’s Commission on the Assassination
acquired a large number of items of physical evidence pertaining to
the assassination and related events. The most important of these
belonged to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The Commission
recommended that a substantial number of these items of evidence,
particularly those relating to the actual assassination of the President
and the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, should remain in the posses-
sion of the Government. In furtherance of this objective, the Attor-
ney General requested the introduction of the present measure.

These items include the assassination weapon, the revolver involved
in the murder of Officer Tippit, amoug many other eshibits. The
working papers, investization reports, and transeripts of the Commis-
sion have been transmisted to the National Archives. The items of
physical evidence are being retained in the custody of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

The committee is persuaded that the national interest requires that
the Attorney General shall be in a position to determine that any of
these critical exhibits, which were considered by the President’s
Commissioner, shall be permanently retained by the United States.
The committee concurs in the view expressed by the Attorney General
that in vears ahead allegations and theories concerning President
Kennedy's assassination may abound. To eliminate questions and
doubts the physical evidence should be securely preserved. A failure
t0 do so could lead to loss, destruction, or alteration of vital evidence
and in time might serve to encourage irresponsible rumors under-
mining public confidence in the work of the President’s Cominission.

The authority conferred by this legisiation authorizing the acquisi-
tion and preservation of certain items of evidence considered by the
President’s Commission is vital in the national interest. One private
party has already filed suit against the Attorney General of the United
States for possession of the assassination weapon and the .38 caliber
revolver involved in the death of Police Officer Tippis, claiming to
have purchased all right, title, and interest in these items from Mrs.
Marina N. Oswald. The Government has not vet responded to the
complaint. The effect of this legislation would be to deny the plain-
tiff possession of these items but would afford due process of law by
providing a procedure for recovering just compensation by permitting
the claimant his day in court to litigate his asserted rights.



PRESERVE EVIDENCE——ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 3

The committee believes that the need for this legislation is manifest
and in the public interest, and accordingly, recommends favorable
consideration of H.R. 9545, without amendment.

Attached hereto and made a part hereof is the letter from the
Attorney General of the United States.

OFricE oF THE ATTORNEY (FENERAL,
Washington, D.C., June 17, 1965.
Tae Vice PresipENT,
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.

DEar Mzg. Vice PresipeNT: Enclosed for your consideration and
appropriate reference is a legislative proposal prowdmv for the acqui-
sition and preservation by the United States of certain items of evi-
dence pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

In its investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy, the
Commission appointed by President Johnson examined numerous
items of physical evidence which were used to form the basis for its
report. These items included the assassination weapon, the revolver
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and many other
exhibits. This evidence and the investigative reports, transcripts,
and other working papers of the Commission, have been officially
transmitted to the National Archives by the Commission. Pending
final decision as to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the
physical evidence has been retained in the custody of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

Piior to the completion of its work, the Commission requested that
this Department take the necessarv steps to provide for the retention
of the essential items of physical evidence in the possession of the
U.S. Government for an indefinite period of time. After full con-
sideration of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the national inter-
est requires legislation which will provide a valid legal basis for the
permanent retention of these critical exhibits.

In the first place, 1 think it is important to recognize that in the
vears ahead allegations and theories rezarding the assassination of
President Kennedy may continue to abound. This has certainly
been the case abroad and, to some degree within the United States,
since the publication of the Commission’s report, despite the impressive
documentation and presentation of the Commission's conclusions.
To a considerable extent, such allegations and theories feed on secrecy
.and uncertainty, as is ‘demcnstrated. 1 believe, by the historical
literature during the past 100 vears relating to the assassination of
President Lincoln. e should securely preserve the physical evidence
to eliminate questions and doubts. In my judgment, a failure to
retain the critical physical exhibits and the resultant possibility of
their loss, destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage irre-
sponsible rumors and allegations designed to destroy the widespread
public confidence in the “work and conclusions of the President’s
Commission.

Furthermore, retention of these items would permit an accurate
and complete reassessment of the conclusions of the Presidents
Commission if at any time in the future this was considered desirable.
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges, and various
documents, were the subject of testimony before the Commission,
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4 PRESERVE EVIDENCE—ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

during the course of which expert and other witnesses testified about
their vital characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to the
assassination.

For these reasons, I am submitting the enclosed measure which
would establish a procedure under which selected items of evidence
could be retained and protected from dispersal and exploitation. The
proposed legislation would authorize the Attorney General to de-
termine which of the items considered by the President’s Commission
are required by the national interest to be acquired and preserved by
the United States. Vhen the Attorney General makes a determina-
tion that an item should be acquived, all right and title to it would be
vested in the United States upon the filing of his determination with
the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the Federal
Register. The Attorney General’s acquisition authoritv would
expire 1 year after the enactment of the proposed legislation, and
title to only those items described in determinations filed with the
Office of the Federal Register within such 1-vear period would vest in
the United States. The Court of Claims would be granted exclusive
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item acquired
by the United States pursuant to the procedure proposed in the
legistation.

In order to meet the requirements of the national interest as indi-
cated, I urge the early and favorable consideration of the enclosed
proposal.

The Bureaun of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to
the submission of this legislation from the standpoint of the administra-
tion’s program.

Sincerely,
Nicroras pEB. KATZENBACH,
Attorney General.
@



89t CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Rerport
13t Session ’ No. 813

PRESERVING EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THE ASSASSI-
NATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

AvgusT 19, 1965—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. Rogers of Colorado, from the Committee on the Judiciary, sub-
mitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 9543]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 9545) providing for the acquisition and preservation by the
United States of certain items of evidence pertaining to the assassi-
nation of President John F. Kennedy, having considered the same,
report favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the
bill do pass.

The amendments are as follows:

1. On page 2, line 10, delete “filing” and insert in lieu thereof
“publication’” and on lines 11 through 12 delete “with the Office of
the Federal Register for publication”.

2. On page 2, line 18, delete ‘““filed with the Office of”’ and insert
in leu thereof “published in”.

3. On page 2, lines 20 through 25, and on page 3, lines 1 through 2,
delete section 3 and insert in lieu thereof the following section 3:

Sec. 3. The United States Court of Claims or the United
States District Court for the judicial district wherein the
claimant resides shall have jurisdiction, without regard to the
aroount in controversy, to hear, determine, and render judg-
ment upon any claim for just compensation for any item or
interest therein acquired by the United States pursuant to
section 2 of this Act; and where such claim is filed in the dis-
trict court the claimant may request a trial by jury: Pronded,
That the claim is filed within one vear from the date of publi-
cation in the Federal Register of the determination, by the = 7~
Attorney General with respect to such item. = SR G 7
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EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS

Amendments Nos. 1 and 2. The purpose of these amendments is to:
substitute publication in the Federal Register for filing in the Office of’
the Federal Register as the appropriate criterion for vesting title in
the United States.

Amendment No. 3. The purpose of amendment No. 3 is to provide
jurisdiction of just compensation claims in Federal district courts as.
well as the Court of Claums, without regard to the amount in contro-
versy. It also provides that a claimant filing in the district court may
request a trial by jury. In addition, the smendment makes clear
that the relevant time period within which to file a claim under the
bill commences upon publication of the Attorney General’s determi-
nation in the Federal Register.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the acquisition and preserva-
tion by the United States of certain items of evidence pertaining to-
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

STATEMENT

In the course of its investigation of the assassination of President.
John F. Kennedy, the President’s Commission on the Assassination
acquired a large number of items of physical evidence pertaining to-
the assassination and related events. The most important of these
belonged to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The Comimission
recommended that a substantial number of these items of evidence,
particularly those relating to the actual assassination of the President
and the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit should remain in the posses--
sion of the Government. In furtherance of this objective, the Attor-
ney General requested the introduction of the present measure.

These items include the assassination weapon, the revolver involved
in the murder of Officer Tippit, among many other exhibits. The
working papers, investigation reports, and transcripts of the Commis-
sion have been transmitted to the National Archives. The items of
%hysical evidence are being retained in the custody of the Federal

ureau of Investigation.

The committee 1s persuaded that the national interest requires that
the Attornev General shall be in a position to determine that any of
these critical exhibits, which were considered by the President’s
Commission, shall be permanently retained by the United States.
The committee concurs in the view expressed by the Attorney General
that In years abead allegations and theories concerning President
Kennedy’s assassination may abound. To eliminate questions and
doubts the physical evidence should be securely preserved. A failure
to do so could lead to loss, destruction, or alteration of vital evidence
and in time might serve to encourage irresponsible rumors under-
mining public confidence in the work of the President’s Commission.

The authority conferred by this legislation authorizing the acquisi-
tion and preservation of certain items of evidence considered by the-
President’s Commission is vital in the national interest. One private
§arty has already filed suit against the Attorney General of the United

tates for possession of the assassination weapon and the .38 caliber
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revolver involved in the death of Police Officer Tipp:t, claiming to
have purchased all right, title, and interest in these items from Mrs.
Marina N. Oswald. The Government has not yet responded to the
complaint. The effect of this legislation would be to deny the plain-
tiff possession of these items but would afford due process of law by
providing a procedure for recovering just compensation.

The need for just compensation stems from the mandate in the
fifth amendment to the Constitution: “ * * * nor shall private
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.” The
committee considered the question of the measure of damages but was
advised that a legislative definition of “just compensation” would, in
all events, be ineffective to bind or instruct the courts in the applica-~
tion of this constitutional standard (Monongahela Navigation Company
v. United States, 148 U.S. 312, 327 (1893) ; Shoemaker v. Unated States,
supra (147 U.S. at 302); United States v. Cors, 337 U.S. 325, 331, 333
(1949)). Accordingly, the bill leaves the question of just compensation
to the courts '

The committee believes that the need for this legislation is manifest
and recommends that it do pass.

ANALYSIS OF THE BILL

The bill, H.R. 9545, as amended, would authorize the Attorney
General to designate, by publication in the Federal Register, which
items considered by the President’s Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy are required by the national interest to be
acquired and preserved by the United States (secs. 1 and 2(a)). All
right, title, and interest to these items would vest in the United States
upon publication of the Attorney General’s determination in the
Federal Register (sec 2(b)). Authority to effect such acquisition
would expire one vear after the date of enactment of this legislation
(sec. 2(¢)).

Under the bill, as amended, claims for just compensation must be
filed within 1 vear of the date of publication of the Attorney General’s
designation. The bill grants concwrent jurisdiction to the Court of
Claims and the U.S. district courts over claims for just compensation
hereunder and provides that a claimant filing in the Federal district
court may request a trial by jury (sec. 3).

All items acquired pursuant to the bill are to be placed under the
jurisdiction of the Administrator of General Services and preserved in
accordance with rules and regulations which he may preseribe (sec. 4).

The bill provides that all items acquired by the United States here-
under shall be deemed personal property within the meaning of
provisions penalizing removal or mutilation and theft, sections 2071
and 2112, title 18, United States Code (sec. 5). The bill authorizes
such appropriation as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of
the act (sec. 6).

COMMUNICATIONS

Attached and made a part of this report is a letter from the General
Counsel of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy to the Acting Attorney General of the United
States, dated November 7, 1964. Also attached and made a part of
this report is a letter, dated June 17, 1965, from the Attorney General
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of the United States to the Speaker of the House of Representatives
requesting the introduction of this legislation.

PrESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE
AssassiNaTioN oF PRESIDENT KENNEDY,
Washington, D.C., November 7, 1964.
Hon. Niceoras peEB. KatzeENBACH,
Acting Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.

Desr Mr. KarzexBacu: In the course of its investigation of the
assassination of President Kennedy, the President’s Commission
acquired a large number of physical items pertaining to the assassina-~
tion and related events. The most important of these items belonged
to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife, while some items were originally
in the possession of other people or agencies. Marina Oswald and
Robert Oswald have requested the return of the items belonging to
Lee Harvey Oswald or to them that are in the possession of the
Coramission or the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The Commission is of the opinion that a substantial number of
physical items of evidence, particularly those pertaining to the actual
assassination of the President and the murder of Patrolman J. D.
Tippit, should remain in the possession of the Government. For
gwdance in this matter it would be most helpful to have an opinion
from the Department of Justice. Attached is a list of the items the
Commission feels should be retained permanently by the U.3. Govern-
ment. .

Your cooperation with the Commission is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
J. LEg Ravkiy,
General Counsel.

OFFicE oF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, D.C., June 17, 1965,
The SPEAKER,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mg, Speaker: Enclosed for your consideration and appro-
priate reference is a legislative proposal providing for the acquisition
and preservation by the United States of certain items of evidence
pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

In its investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy, the
Commission appointed by President Johnson examined numerous
items of physical evidence which were used to form the basis for its
report. These items included the assassination weapon, the revolver
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit. and many other
exhibits. This evidence and the investigative reports, transeripts,
and other working papers of the Commission, have been officially
transmitted to the National Archives by the Commission. Pending
final decision as to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the
physical evidence has been retained in the custody of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.
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Prior to the completion of its work, the Commission requested that
this Department take the necessary steps to provide for the retention
of the essential items of physical evidence in the possession of the U.S.
Government for an indefinite period of time. After full consideration
of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the national interest requires
legislation which will provide a valid legal basis for the permanent
retention of these critical exhibits.

In the first place, I think it is important to recognize that in the
vears ahead allezations and theories regarding the assassination of
President Kennedy may continue to abound. This has certainly
been the case abroad and, to some degree within the United States,
since the publication of the Commission’s report, despite the impres-
sive documentation and presentation of the Commission’s conclusions.
To a considerable extent, such allegations and theories feed on secrecy
and uncertainty, as is demonstrated, I believe, by the historical
literature during the past 100 years relating to the assassination of
President Lincoln. We should securely preserve the physical evidence
to eliminate questions and doubts. In my judgment, a failure to
retain the critical physical exhibits and the resultant possibility of
their loss, destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage irrespon-
sible rumors and allegations designed to destroy the widespread public
confidence in the work and conclusions of the President’s Comimission.

Furthermore, retention of these items would permit an accurate
and complete reassessment of the conclusions of the President’s
Commisslon if at any time in the future this was considered desirable.
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges, and various
documents, were the subject of testimony before the Commission,
during the course of which expert and other witnesses testified about
their vital characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to the
assassination.

For these reasons, I am submitting the enclosed measure which
would establish a procedure under which selected items of evidence
could be retained and protected fro:mn dispersal and exploitation. The
proposed legislation would authorize the Attorney General to deter-
mine which of the items considered by the President’s Commission
are required by the national interest to be acquired and preserved
by the United States. Vhen the Attorney General makes a determi-
nation that an item should be acquired, all right and title to it would
be vested in the United States upon the filing of his determination
with the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the Federal
Register. The Attorney General’s acquisition authority would expire
1 vear after the enactment of thes proposed legislation, and title to
only those items described in determinations filed with the Office of
the Federal Register within such 1-year period would vest in the
United States. The Court of Claims would be granted exclusive
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item acquired
]by.the United States pursuant to the procedure proposed in the legis-
lation,

In order to meet the requirements of the national interest as indi-
cated, I urge the early and favorable consideration of the enclosed
proposal.
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The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection
to the submission of this legislation from the standpoint of the ad-
ministration’s program.

Sincerely,
Nicroras pEB. KarzeENBACH,
o Attorney General.
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Fighty-ninth Congress of the Anited States of Amevica

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fourth day of January,

U

AT THE FIRST SESSION

one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five

An At

Providing for the acquisition and preservation by the United States of certain
items of evidence pertaining to the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representutives of the
United States of dmmerica in Congress assembled, That it is hereby
declared that the national interest requires that the United States
acquire all right, title, and interest, in and to, certain items of evi-
dence, to be designated by the Attorney General pursuant to section 2
of this Act, which were considered by the President’s Commission on
the Assassination of President Kennedy (hereinafter referred to as
“items”), and requires that those items be preserved by the United
States.

Skc. 2. (a) The Attorney General is authorized to determine, from
time to time, which items should, in conformity with the declaration
contained in the first section of this Act, be acquired and preserved
by the United States. Each such determination shall be published in
the Federal Register. ) )

(b) Whenever the Attorney Geneval determines that an item should
be acquired and preserved by the United States, all right, title, and
interest in and to, that item shall be vested in the United States upon
the publication of that determination in the Federal Register.

(¢) The authority conferred upon the Attorney General by sub-
section (a) of this section to make determinations shall expire one
vear from the date of enactment of this Act, and the vestmg provisions
n‘ém‘s“a‘est:ribea“m e {él‘ﬁ1ﬁ‘m[1811ﬂ}%@£?m‘&‘ 1111(11 Sﬁ'lvr ;\L}Eﬁt}ef\gihlg\z?
within that one-year period. -

_Sec. 3. The United States Court of Claims or the United States
district court for the judicial district wherein the claimant resides
shall have jurisdiction, without regard to the amount in controversy,
to hear, determine, and render judgment upon any claim for just com-
pensation tor any ltem or interest theremn acquired by the United
States pursuant to section 2 of this Act; and where such claim is filed
m the district court the claimant may request a trial by jury : Provide,
That the claim is filed within one year from the date of publication
in the Federal Register of the determination by the Attorney General
with respect to such items,

Sec. 4. All items ucquired by the United States pursuant to section

2 of this Act shall be placed under the jurisdiction of the Adminis-
trator of General Services for preservation under such rules and
regulations as he may prescribe.

Sec. 5. All items acquired by the United States pursuant to section
2 of this Act shall be deemed to be personal property and records of
the United States for the purposes of laws relating to the custody,

administration, and protection of personal property and records of

IR G —
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the United States. including, but not limited to, sections 2071 and 2112
of title 13 of the United States Code.

Sec. 6. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the Unrited States and
President of the Senate.



PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO

D Aoy Hnited States Bepartment of FPustice
KJM: sd UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
C1-627-65

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TExXas
DALLAS, TEXAS 75221

Octobver 18, 1965

Mre Carl W. Belcher, Chief
General Crimes Section
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, Ds C. 20530

Re: One 6.5 mme Mannlicher-Carcanoc Military Rifle,
Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, With Appurtenances,
and One .38 Special S & W Victory Mcdel Revolver,
Serial No. V510210, With Appurtenances
DJ Reference: FMV:CWB:pem 129-11

Dear Mr. Belcher:

Enclosed are five sets of the Warrants of Seizure and Monition
in the captioned case with the accompanying Marshalls return
reflecting service upon the various parties. There is also
attached to each set the final advertising return made by the
Marshals Each Warrsot and the accompanying return has been
certified by the Clerk as you requested, I also enclose for
your consideration a copy of the usual pre-trial notice which
gets out the required contents of the Pre-Trial Order which we
must prepeare in this case when it is set on Judge Estes' docket
for trial. I believe the case will probably be set for pre-trial
in late November or early December,

In a telephone conversation which I had last Friday with Bill

Garrett, King's attorney, I got the impression that King may well

abandon his Jjurisdictional allegations set out in the Answer which

he filed in our case. Garrett also indicated a willingness to

enter into a stipulation as to all the facts in the case, and he

will prcbably also stipulate the authenticity of most documentary

evidence which we will bte required to use., He seems anxious to
expeditiously reach the basic legal issue involved, that is,

whether the ordering of the weapons and using the fictitious name
constitutes sufficient grounds for forfeiture. — .

— .

————— e M X ——




2 - Mr. Carl We Belcher October 18, 1965

I received today the copy of Judge Doyle's Order entered in the
Denver case on October 8, 1965. Thank you for sending it.

Sincerely yours,

Melvin M, Diggs
United States Attorney
7 . T -

S
-

4/ : e AR

Be Hoe Timmins, Jr., Assistant
United States Attorney

Enclosures



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUR
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

DALLAS DIVISION

NOTICE

The following are instructions for the handling of all cases
assigned to Judge Joe E. Estes, Chie:i Judge:

Pre-trial conferences will be held in all cases, and the attorneys
who will try the case will attend all such conferences. Pre-trial
orders, approved by counsel for each of the parties, will be pre-
pared by plzintiff's attorney and presented to Judge Estes for his
approval, Suggested forms for the order may be obtained frem the
Clerk's Office.

No motion will be filed unless it is accompanied by a brief
memorandum of authorities in support thereof.

Every motion is considered submitted within 12 days of service
of such motion and accompanying brief., No oral argument will be
permitted except upon the Court's initiative. All motions not dis-
posed of before the pre-trial conferencz will be heard and argued
at that time.

In those cases presently pending in which motions have been
filed, the moving attorney will submit a memorandum of authorities
in support thereof at least 10 days prior to any pre-trial conference
of the case.

In making jury requests, strict compliance with Rule 38(b),
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, will be required,

Except as provided in Rule 15 (a) no amendment of pleadings
will be filed without leave of Court or written consent of the
adverse party.

Settings will be made by Judge Estes on his own motion. A

list of settings will be mailed to the interested attorneys ap-~
proximately 30 days prior to the pre-tiial conierence.

RAMELLE E, HAMILTON, Clerk
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WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND ' 7 *{TION : ST _D. C. Form No. 25
United States Bistrict Court ) 3/ 1171
e e e S . FOR THE )
R R ORT 1ERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS R
. m. o * ; (. . . | e g . : o “:L;': " ‘r\
Ta the Marshal of the Northern -* District of Texas o , .i - o
' WHEREAS, onthe 10  dayof September ,A.D. 1965 a llbel of information
was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern e B District of 3
i+ Texas ,by B.H. Timmins,Jr.Assistant ' , United States attorney

fo; said District, on behalf of the United States, agamst

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial
No.C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model
Rewolver, Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances,

alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Part 177, Sec.

177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap. 18

of Title 15, U. S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate

records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required

by Sec.903(d), Title 15, U. S.C. and Sec.177.51 of Title 26, Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 177, and praying that said firearms become
forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b) Chap. 18,

Title 15, U, S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of the
provisions of said Chapter 18

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and
special, to answer the premises; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan-
dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of
the United States.

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer-
chandise, and to detain the same your custody until furtheg ame;
and to give notice 351 E&@o@%lﬂrﬂﬁg‘%ﬂg Ehh%poxNﬁrRﬁvmg or avmﬁiﬁa@ﬁﬁ%ﬁé&j}fﬁ “%%é}tlhecfsame
should not be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the prayer of said

libel , that they be and appear before the d f}au § ﬁathe city of Dallas
onthe 11 day of October next, f e same 8hall be a day of jurisdiction, otherwise
on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make
return thereof, together with this writ.

WITNESS the Honorable, Joe E. Estes
United States District Judge at Dallas, Texas
. this 10
day of ___September A.D.1982-
JOHN. A, LQWTHER /
o Clerk.
By S i
ReturnableOct. 11,1965 davafierissus. Deputy Clerk.
at 10 A.M. - SEP 15 1955
Filed.____.dav of _
UNITED STATES MARSHAL'’S RETURNat, o'clock LM

RAMELLE HAMIL;;ON, Clerk
Byﬁ‘www’”/ﬁ -;_/;'/,».nué'/({""ﬂzDeputY

/
’

DISTRICT OF ) 88

Received the within writ the .o ... _day of , 19 , and executed same.

U. S. Marshal.

. By
® Deputy Marshal. |
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MARSHAL'S RETURN f

1

10 :

On September 10, 1965 I received this writ and on Sept ember ¥X¥, 1965 I

executed same by delivering a copy of this Order Granting leave to file Libel, f

Libel of Information and a copy of warrant of seizure and monition to Mr.William c Garrett
lawyer ,agent for wervice mx for John J King, at his office 1800 First National Bank

Building,Dallas Texas as rewuested by Assistant US ttorney Tim Timmons.,_ K Seh, ol f
o Marshalss Fees; S LT A S RPC :
1 service $3,00
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" WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND ! ION T~

- T e

-

/\,’ N /\'
D. C. Form No. 35

—

United States District Court 1)

FOR THE

< . Vd A
_NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS, A2 J Y

b ' _— e
To the Marshal of the District of

\

B

. WHEREAS, onthe 10th dayof September ,A.D.19 65,6alibel of information

was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern Distriet of
Texas ,by B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant, United States attorney

for said Distriet, on behalf of the United States, against

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial

No., C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model

Revolver Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances,

alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Part 177, Sec.

177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap.l8

of Title 15, U.S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate

records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required

by Sec. 903(d), Title 15 U.S.C. and Sec, 177.51 of Title 26, Code of

Federal Regulations Part 177, and praying that said firearms become

forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b), Chapter 18,

Title 15, U.S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of the

provisions of said Chapter 18.

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and
special, to answer the premises; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan-
dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of
the United States.

YOU ARE THEREFORE HERTIBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer-
chandise, and to detain the same in your custody until further o i i same;
and to give notice/to i1l pthsendadibase Mesaheor Xasi8ing o?%vﬁﬁ%ﬁ}?&%%ﬁ%ﬁige same
shiu,l% nft be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to IBhel;irager of said

1be , that they be and appear before the said Gogrtent the cify of aLla
onthe L1lth ‘dayof October next,/if %ne same shall Be a day of jurisdiction, otherwise
on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make
return thereof, together with this writ.

WITNESS the Honorable, Joe E. Estes
United States District Judge at Dallas, Texas
this 10th
September 65
du of motd Aoy
l& s ,&»4’,\ > ":"";,..';vj,""“"‘"‘,':.vﬂo- z - ___.__C__l____ﬁ_.___
' er
: By 2 }W s L‘;;T v ’
ReturnableOct. 11, 1963ays after issue. | Deputy Clerk:\g 5
at 10:00 A, M. - SEP 15

S £
. UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETURN 227 °

't DISTRICT OF z . :‘:‘.;:._. ..... :, ss:‘-‘ ] w

7 ! ; - 7 (ORI
L - 3 . < i

Received the within writ the __...._____ day of ..

U. S. Marshal.

L » Deputy Marshal. *
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MARSHAL'S RETIRN g

On September 10, 1965 I received this writ and on September 11, 1965 I ;

executed same by delivering a copy of this Order Granting leave to file libel, ‘
Libel of Information and a copy of warrant of seizure and monition to Marina ;
Wswald Porter personally at her home 6448 Dunston Lane,Dallas,Texas as requested ;

by Assistant USAttorney Tim Timmons.
Marshal's Fees;
1 service

26 Mlles g.ii

-

A TRUEW

ATTEST:

HAMI gﬁ' oN,

} 4

$3.00 . i Lo

/\
Robert fI Nash Uswa@l /
By Jo S asE § loz

SDUS



WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND ~ NITION

el iy

. To the Marshal of the ~ Northern °  Districtof Texas

.
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D. C. Form No. 35

e —
r—

Wnited States Ristrict (Lfnurfi " ey

FOR THE

. NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 30..’ 5’;1_0_/

Lﬁé’z//7/

PR

BN

WHEREAS, on the 10 dgy of .September . ,A. D, 1965"‘;;1'ib'el :of'“ information
was filed in the United States District Court for said Nor thern . .. District of

Texas by  B.H. Timmins, Jr,, Assistant P , United States attorney
for said District, on behalf of the United States, against

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher=Carcano Military Rifle, Model ‘9.1-38', Serial
No. C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model
Revolver, Serial No. VSlOZlO w:Lth appurtenances,

alleglng false entrles made in records requlred by 26 CFR Partl?’l Sec.

- 177.51(c) to be maintained” by a licensed-dealer in firearms under Chap.18

of Title 15, U, S.C. and further alleging that ‘complete ‘and accurate

e o e Y A B

records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required

by Sec.903(d), Title 15, U,S.GC. and Sec.177.51.0of Title 26, Code of
Federal Regulations ,_Part_ 177 and praying that.said flrearms become
for feited to the United States pursuant -to-Section 905(b),.Chap. 18,
Title 15, U. S.C. as being firearms involved in a v1olatlon of :the
provisions of said Chapter 18

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and
special, to answer the premises; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan-

dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of
the United States.

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer-
chandise, and to detajn s i u h of sa .Cou the same;
and to give notlcdiégll%ﬁego?ﬁif%%ng e sza.rnél ﬁé&gtvu% 2]715' 171‘%@ fo mg ogg,reaéE y the same
should not be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the prayer of said

libel , that they be and appear before the S%h Cb)ugt af the city of Dallas
on the 11 day of October next /i e same 's‘hzill be a day of jurisdiction, otherwise
on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and te make
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make
return thereof, together with this writ.

/
Wt}xe Honorable, Joe F. Estes
oC

—

o OXGX - 3
-ﬂ. “%;\)u o /Umted States District Judge at__.Dallas, Texas
\W . , this 10
. ?}! gh

September
day of 2 M e - H’AMILTON
| ] .
Pan . Clerk.
_(//V) . ’ s - . .
By P gt
Returnable Oct. 11,1965 daysxitandzsue. Deputy Clerk.

at 10 A M

UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETURN

See Peverse side

DISTRICT OF , §8:
Received the within writthe ... ... day of , 19 , and executed same.
U.S. Marshal.
¥
By
® > Deputy Marshal.,

77
Lerpa on/ Keaeds
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| JABSHAL'S PETURN
: . - D
On September 10, 1965 I executed this writ by seizing One. 6.5 XX Mannlicher- i

Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38 Serial No (2766, with appurtenances, and

one .38 Special 3

. Libel-of lnformatlon to Mr.

& W Vlctorj Model revolver, Serial No V510210, with appurtenances,
by delivering a copytof this seimmExxmix Order Granting leave to file libel and
Gordon &kxwkXx Shanklin Speclal Agent in Charge
“Federal Bureau of Inveqtigatlon at his offices Room 200 Mercantile Securities
‘Building 1810 commerce St Dallas,Texas and leaving the above stored in his .«

vault wheke seized, at 5: COpms

j Morshal's.Fee;

N “
LR -

On September 12,

1 sp*"vlce a3 Cd ‘

o h '\\ A{a'“ - -\,“ )‘\\".L‘T'
“obert I Nash o -OF
atui - ~r-United/, tatem‘4g>bé’\\
- .. By Joy’n EYdad &* S
e . Y.spust/ ~~;<,r.‘
* 7 MARSHAL 'S RETURN ' ¢ T

1965 I further executed this writ by plac‘{.ng advertising
On ‘this writ of Monititm in the Dallas Morning News' ‘at” Dal as, Texas,
T Marsha 1's Fee; Le?n B%a ¢

On September 13

©18 miles .

-

$2 16 -

?‘fi tkdvert?s igéiter

'Marshal's Return

1965 I further executed thiw writ by placing advertising .

“17%on this writ of Monition in-the Dallas Times Herald,: Uallas,Texaa by delwering

Q: Mﬁal"“’% Fredetick kx:i C:la ssified advertising Dep
eey . |

Rob
}’

. .
e+ e e i i ey
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ATTEST:
RAJ/ LL HAMI%’ON’ CLER?
By Al o Deputy
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Form No. USM 283 K /
Edition -22-55 E X

RETURN ON SERVICE OF WRIT

WUnited States of Americq,

Northern Texas 88 CA# 3-1171
— DISTRICTOF

I hereby certify and return that I served the annexed

v

(Writ)
on the therein-named

(Indlvidual, company, corporation, ete.)

by handing to and leaving a true and correct copy thereof with

(Individual or agent of company, corporation, ete.)

personally at

{Address—Street number, apartment number,

rural route, etc.)

at in the said District
{Clty) (State)
at _____ _am—pm,onthe ... dayof , 19
Marshal's fees United States Marshal.
Mileage By
Deputy.
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963—0-873718

ADVERTISING RETURN

On September 13, 20, 27, and October 4, 1965 the advertising ran in the
Dallas Times Herald newspaper in Dallas,Texas.

On September 13, 20, 27, and October 4, 1965 the advertising ran in the
Dallas Morning News, Dallas,Texase.

ROBER SH
UTxIT S
owe Jr
SDUd
A truE cory 00T 13 1955
ATTEST: £
RAMELLE HAMILTON, OLE g T Fre
% day of
Byﬂ% wb«%& Daput? 1‘11_9“3—""{""" v o'clock M
NG 19 iz At
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* WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND ~ TON -

-

D, C. Form No. 3%

A

United States Risirict Court \n\

FOR THE

”
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS@Q/ W( @ 4;‘ ]<'2/
,/W,[’V

To the Marshal of the District of

WHEREAS, onthe 10th dayof September ,A.D.19 65,3libel of information

was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern District of -
Texas yby B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant, United States attorney

for said District, on behalf of the United States, against
One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91 38, Serial
No, C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Spec1a1 S &W Vlctory Model
Revolver Serial No., V510210, with appurtenances,
alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Part 177, Sec.
177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap.1l8
of Title 15, U.S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate
records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required
by Sec. 903(d), Title 15 U,S.C. and Sec. 177.51 of Title 26, Code of
Federal Regulations Part 177, and praying that said firearms become
forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b), Chapter 18,
Title 15, U.S.C, as being firearms involved in a violation of the
provisions of said Chapter 18.

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and
special, to answer the premises; and due procéedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan-
dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of
the United States. '

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer-
chandise, and to detain the same in your custody until further o ¥ same;
and to give notice/to k1l pthendadihasy HeEans sr Rasising or o vﬁézgﬁgnﬁ%ggxﬁlge same
shiu,lg nft be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to Bhelxiraéer of said

, that they be and appear before th Cfaq t e c
onthe 1lth day of October next, f e same 8 ea aay of jurisdiction, otherwise
on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to mterpose a claim for the same and to make
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make
return thereof, together with this writ.

WITNESS the Honorable, Joe E, Estes
United States District Judge at Dallas, Texas
this 10th
day of September

B.A.MEILE E}.QHAMILTOI‘J

. By £ = I et
ReturnableOct. 11, 1963ays after issue. _ Deputy Clerk, oo
at 10:00 A, M, P 1%

R oy e

UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETUM

it DISTRICT OF w0 ot 5570

o
L4

Received the within writ the . day of . S , 19...; and executdd same. .

U.S. Marshal.

® ' Deputy Marshal. -




MARSHAL'S RETURN

10
On September 10, 1965 I received this writ and on Sept ember ¥¥, 1965 I
executed same by delivering a copy of this Order Granting leave to file Libel,
Libel of Information and a copy of warrant of seizure and monition to Mr.William C Garrett
lawyer ,agent for wervice mx for John J King, at his office 1800 First National Bank

Byilding,Dallas,Texas as reguested by Assistant US At:t:ox:'ney Tim Timmons.,;

wiy PPN
‘ Marshalts Feas; -~ . .0 -0 00T Tmdie oo 321e s tI:ar:j}:‘h '
1 service #3.00 By B RA S Tl A Te: L
ooamnent Lot T g _ A e
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Direastor, Federal Burean of Investigation

Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Adtorney Ceneral
Criminal Division .

United States v. Ons 6.5 wm.
Mamnlicher-Carcano Military

Ho. 02766, With Appurtesances,
and Ong .38 Special 8 & W
Viectory Modsl Revolver, Serizl
No. ¥510210, With Appuritemances

Typed: 11/9/6‘5
Noverzheri s,

FMY:1JJC:be
12910

1ces

- It w11l be appreciated if youn would furnish at your
earlisst convenisnce %o the Unlted Siales Attornmey ab
Imllas, Texaa copies of the documants sstablishing purchase

of ths rifle by Lee Harvey Oswald az set forth at page 120

of the Repor

% of the President's Commission and copies of

the exhibits set forth at page 173 of ths Reporh relatinsd
to the revolver purchase and shipping documents.

Thank you for your attentlon to this requess.

1

FENT DTRICY

™

CEIf &AL DIV AT RN
» /
DATE = 15 - e
Ry
{
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129-11

Hr, Melvin H. Diggs
Undted States Attorney
Dallas, Texas

- Attention: Mr, B. H. Timmins, Jr.
' Agsistant U, 3. Attorney
United States v. One 6.5 ma.
Hamnlicher-Carcano Military
Rifje, Model 91-38, Serisl
. Ho. C2766, With Apourtenances,:
and Ons .38 Special S & W
Victory Fodel Revolver,
 Serial ¥o. V510210, With
Appurtensnrces

Rey

Dear Hr. DBlgze:

- Raference is made to your letter of October 22, 1965,
wdth enclogures, and to the various matters discussed betwsen
your assistant, Mr. B. H. Timmins, Jr. and Mr. Joseph J. Cells
of this Division in the course of recent telephone conversstions.

GCopies of the documents establishing purchase of the rifle
by Lee Harvey Oswald as appears at page 120 of the Report of
the Pregident!s Commission together with copies of the documents
relating to the revolver purchage, listed as Commission Exhibit
Ko. 790 and Michaells Exhibits 2, 4 and 5 (page 173 of the Report)
are being prepared by the Federsl Buresu of Investigation and
w11l be forwarded to you in the next fow days. _

We sre also advised by the Alcchol & Tobaces Tax Division

that a draft copy of a suggested mamorandum in response to the
exceptione snd answer filed in the above entitled proceeding by

Records .”

tena s T IO
Cella D T P ES {(’;_.;_" —
DAL L~ - :__ \é,..b




S

John J. Eing will be made svailable to the Department in the
next day or two at which time it will be pramptly forwarded
for your consideration. It is our understanding that you will
let us know whather the claimant filles or intends to file a
penporandun in support of the exceptions and answer.

For your information there i3 attached 2 eopy of the
memorandunm of Cctober 18, 1965 from the Dirsetor, Federal
Buresu of Investigation together wdth its enclosures set-
ting forth informaticn with respect to the use made by
Les Harvey Oswaald of the nama "ﬁidell“ fam:ksfuipuruuant to

B ourequasrz of October 1k,

The prapcsed stipulstion and pre—-trial order sppear to us
to adequately cover the situation and we cen suggest no changes
therein. Regarding what response should be made to Judge Estes'
anticipated inguiry as to the resson why we are pursuing the
1ibel in view of the legislation recently enscted and approved
bty the President, the short answer is that it hardly rests with
the govermmen?d to spend the taxpayer's money to purchase articles
which it already ocuns. As you know, thae libel proceedings, if
succassful, will only perfect a title previcusly wcquired.

Yoo, thers.are some 5,000 other items falling within the purview
of the statute and, of cuarse, the emactment of the legislation
does not give absolute sssurnnce that title to these weespons or
myefﬂmoth:aritmmlmntumpaustomgmmm

ﬁxank you for keaping us informed of slgnificant develop ruents.
L Sincerely,
PRED ¥. VINSON, Jr.

Asgistant Atiorney Genwral
Crisdnal Ddvision

By:
CARL W. BELCHER
Chlef, General Crimes Section

Enclo sm_s/



. PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO

UNITED STATES ATIORNEY Hnited States Bepartment of FJustice

P."O. BOX 143

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
- BHT:1ja NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

(C1-627-65 - Dallas) DALLAS 1. TEXAS
October 22, 1965

Wr, Carl W, Pelcher, Chief
General Crimes Section
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Re: One 6,5 mm. Mamlicher-Carcano Military Rifle,
Model 91-38, Serial No., C2766, With Appurtemances,
end One .38 Epecial S & W Victory Model Pevolver,
Serial FHo. V510210, With Appurtensnces
Dept, Bef,: AW WBrpem 129-11

Deax Mr. Belcher:

Enclosed for yowr study is a copy of a letter I received todsy from
the Begionsl Coumsel together with drafts of proposed stipulaztions
end a pre-triasl order in the captioned case. These were prepared @b
my reguest for use iIn a conference which I have discussed with you
by telepbone that we expect to have prior to the pre-trisl with
¥illi=m C. Garrett, the attoracy for Joim J. King., Mr. Garrett has
indicated that he will probably be willing to stipulste all issues
of fact in the case and that he mgy abandon the jurisdictional econe-
tentions,

After receipt of the emclosed material fram Pegional Counsel, Assistant
Regionsl Counsel Jim Gaulding and I decided that mubers 5 and 6 on the
last page of the pre-trial order should be combined and set forth as -
the contested lssue of lar, Undexr the contested issue of fact the pre-
trial order should probahly state "none - see stipulation on file in
this case”., I understand that Regiomal Counsel has transmitted copies
of these énclosures to his office in Washington, but I thought that
you should have them for use in the conference next week thgt you
mentiorned to me on the telephene several days ago.



Mr. Carl W. Belcher -2 - october 22, 1965

After reflection, I sgree that it would probahly be wwise to
assert the leginlation as sn sltermsbive ground in any plesding
or nemorandum on the law which we £ile In the forfelture case
bere. That would no doubt suggest to the Court that a yuling on
the question of forfeifiws under the libel need not be made, but -
ratbey that he could easily and more safely f£all back on the legis-
lation. 4s I understand i, 1f we pursue the libel after the
President signs the bill it will be for the purpose of establishing
forfeiture st the time of seizure on November 22, 1963, in an effort
to defest King's articipated claim for compensabion through a suil
in the bDistrict Court in Denver or in the Court of Claimg, OF
course, I think that wo must be prepaved to respond to questions
by Judge Estes as to the reasom we ayo pnsuing this libel in
light of the legisiatien. He will no doubt went to know vhat

we expecht to schicve Wy 8 ruling in the libel case thad camot

be achieved by the Abtorney CGenersl designabing the wespoms with
publication as provided in the Act, It seens reaponcble Lo cxwpect
that Garrett will dizcern and aygue o the Cowxt thad we are going
forward with the libel action for the sole purpose of defezbing
his actlon for compensabion. We must be mepared to admit this
or give the Court obther reasoms,

In any event, after yowr conference next week I will hope to hesr
fron you ou tha decision yeeched ss to the approsch that we will
take in the libel case here. I will also await hearing Lfyom you
as to ayy additions, alterstlons, or deletions that you think
should be made in the stipulations or pre-trial order priocy to
araging & conference with Mr, Garreti.

Vexry txuly yours,

Melvin M, Diggs
United States Altorney

Signed: B.H, Timming, -7

B. H, Timmins, J»,, Assistant

United Stabes Attorney
Enclosures



FOR THE NORTUERY DISTRICT F TEXAS

UNITED STATES OF AERICA,
Libelant,
= Ve

B 6.5 mm. MAMNLICHRR-CARCANO
MILITARY RIFIE, MOTEL 91-18,

SERTAL MO, C2766, WITH APEURTENANCES,
A¥D ONE .38 SPECIAL S& TICTCRY MODEL
REVOLYER, SERIAL MO, V510210, Wity
APPURTENANCES

Respondents.

PN W A AT A WL W T W W T L e e e

STIFULATICH {F FACTS

It is stipulzted and agrzed that for surposes of the above-shown seiiom
the following mey e taken ag true:

i, That on Hovember 22, 1263, Zugenz 3Boone, Iesuty Sherlff, Dallas
County, Texas, zad Seymour Weitzman, Deputy Constablz, Dallas Countw, Tenas,

discovered a bolt action rifle with taelescopic sight on the sixth £lioor of
the Texas Book Depository Bullding, Dallas, Texas.
2, That on Noveumber 22, 1963, Lt. J. C. Day, Dzllas Police BDopartment,

Dallas, Texas, removed from the sixth f£loor of the Texes 3ock Depssitory

Building, Dallas, Tsxzas, the bolt action rifle and t2lescopic sight, described
iz {1} above, and teok suchk rifle to the Dallas Police Departwment officas.

3. That the bolt sctiom rifle menticnad in (1) and {2) above waz the
6.5 mm. Mennlicher~Carcanc Militsry Rifie, Medal 21-33, Serlal No. G2765,
cne of the vespondesnts in this actien.
4. That the vespondent 6.3 mm., Mamniizher-Carcano Military Rifls, Seriael

Na, 02766, waz shipped &0 cne A, Hidell, . 0. Box 291

wn

, Dallas, Tcxss, cn
March 20, 1943, by Kiein's Sporting Goods Company, inc., 4540 West Madison
Stcreat, Chicago 24, Illinois,

e o - - H ~nm Aatrid 3 5 w3y b - - Te TS ey
5. That the corder for the regpoodent 8,3 mm, Uannlizher-Carcanc Military

Baz 2515, Dallas, Texmas; znd thaz this prizting on the face of the meil ordayw

ctupsn was ia h2 handpmiozing of Lee EBavvsy fuwald,
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16, That during the calendar year 1263 Xiein's Sporting CGocds, Inc.,
4540 West Madison Straeet, Chizago 24, Illinois, was a licensed dealer in
firesrms and held license Ne. 35-2501 issued purscant to Sectiom 903, Title

e Faderasl Firesrus Act.

1

15, United States Code, a pari of ¢
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and adequate records showlng, amcng other things, toe disposition of sll

fizearms disposad of in the course of its business. The record of dilspositicn

%1

18, Thaz Riein's Sporting Goods, Inec., Chicagso, Iliinecis, kept reocords
& o 3 3 H
requizred by Section 903(d) of Title 15, United States Cods, bukt as to the

respendsnlt 6.5 mm. YeannlichereCarcgne Militgry Rifle, Serizl No, C2756, thessz

19, That during the calandar veay 1963, Seaport Traders, Inc., 1221 South

Crand Avenve, Los angelrs, Califovnla, was a liczensed dealer in firearms and

AN

held licanse Ho. 951437 Zssuad pursuant £o Sectiona 303, Tigile 13, United

20, That puzrsuant to Section 903(d}, Tirle 13, United States Code, and
Sections 177.51-53, Title 26, Code of Federsl Reguiations, Seapert Traders, Inc.,
Los Angeles, Califormila, was requived to maintain cowmplete, accurate, and
adequate vecords, showing, amomg other things, the dispesition of all firearms
dizpesad of in the course of 1ts busipess., The zecord of dispositlon of each
firecrm was requived to show zhe pane and addreas of the person to whom soid.

21, That Seaport Trader:, Ine., Los Angeles, Califor
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raguired by Secticn $03{d) of Titie 15, Unitssd States Cod

1

respondent 38 Spacial S&W Vi:tory Model Revolver, Serizl No. V310210, these

R S AP N .
METYTT M, DICGES
nitad LGtates Atiorngy

s
t2d States Attovney

1 - N .
William €, Caryez:

Arrorney fov Claimant



IN THE DISTRICTY CCURT ¥ THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE NORTEERYN DISTRICY (F TEXAS

DALLAS DIVISION

UNITED STATES F AERICA,
Libelant,
Vo

ONE 5.5 wm, MANNLICEER-CARCAND
MILITARY RITLE, MOLEL 91-38, SERISL
NG, C2766, WITE APFURIEMANCES, AND
QA .38 SPBCIAL 3&4 VICTLRY MODEL
SEVCLYER, SERI&L U0, V510210, WITH

APPURTEHANGES ,

CIVIL HO,

Respondents.

R Y N T o T W WE L G SR T Tl P S g

The follodiong pratrial ozder is entered by agresment of parties:

+f

{1) There are no jurisdictiomal guestions.
£2) Thewxe are no pending motions.
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That tha respondent firearwms, by being preocuvred in a

fictitious name, were shown on the required records of the
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3

licenge ezs as being sent to 2 personm other than
the actuesl recipient; that complisies, accurai2 and adequates

records of the disposition of firsarms were not kepk oy main-

Firearms Ach: that these record keepipg regquirements avre prow
3 PILZ 1

visious of Chapteyr 18, Title 13, Undzed States Code, and such

27

b} TCefendant-Begpondesi:

Hothiny. Thisz is an in vem ccticn.
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