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Retention of Assassination Weapons  

The question has been raised whether Texas 
law provides any procedure for the forfeiture to 
the state of the rifle and revolver involved in the 
assassination of President Xennedy, whereby the 
State of Texas could forfeit the weapons and subse-
quently turn them over to the Federal Government. 
Research of the applicable Texas statutes disclosed 
that no such forfeiture possibilities exist. 

A Texas statute, Article 51, Penal Code, 
Vernon's Annotated Statttes, provides that there 
Shall be no forfeiture in any criminal case of prop-
erty belonging to one convicted of a crime. There 
are provisions made under Texas law for forfeiture 
of motor vehicles used in transporting whiskey on 
which the state tax has not been paid, however, fire-
arms are not covered in a similar manner. Also, there 
has been provision made for the disposition of seized 
property where no claim has been made for its return. 
Article 332(a), C.C.P., Vernon's Annotated Statutes 
provides that such seized property which has not been 
claimed by the owner or returned to the rightful per-
son by reason of a court order is to be turned over to 
the state purchasing agent or the sheriff for purposes 
of sale. In addition, two Texas decisions held the 
forfeiture provision of an old Act (6512 Paschal's 
Digest), providing for forfeiture of the weapons of a 
person convicted of unlawful carrying of deadly weapons, 
was unconstitutional and a nullity. See Jennings  v. 
State, 5 Cr. R. 298 and Hudebargh V. Texas, 36 Tex. 535. 
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Unless notified to the contrary by you, the 
Criminal Division will act as requested by the Civil 
Division to obtain the forfeiture of these weapons 
by operation of the Federal statutes administered by 
the Department of the Treasury. 
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lionorablo JAW*, 	 s 
United States Senate 
wasington, D. C. 26616 

boar Senator Jsvits! 

This refers to your request for information regarding 
subject of a communication seat to you on June 2$, 

96S, ty mr. Frederick B. Schwebel of Schonoctady. 

mv. Schwobel uadoubtodly refers to the case of Jots J. 
Tint v. Nicholas deB. Ketzenbach, Attorne C:+e; tra1 o f Ti 
elated Stites, 	 o o., 
WirI177i161—.7 In this suit, tho plaiAtiff clains to I.avo 
purchased from Mrs. Raring M. Oswald, widow of Leo Harvey 
Oswald, the title to, an4 all rights and laterost ia, both 
the rifle used in the assassination of rresilont YerAne!y and 
the/ pistol Involved in the death of Officer Tippit of the 
1411as rolice. Plaintiff is socking a 4aciaratioa of ;As 
ownership and an order requiring the Attorney Genova to 
surrender those firearms to bin. 

Mese wearons were delivered to the Attorney Ceaeral 
by the President's Coanissioa on the assassination of 
President honnedy, together with many other items used as 
evidence Iv tl-e Colmissien's proceediag. On concluiliax 
inquiry, ti. Commission recommended that the firearms in 
question and messy other items be preserved for historical 
purposes. Accordfnly, tLe Attorney Tenersi re;uustu,i Lun%ress 
to eusot legislation 1 hic4 would autll‘rise aSa to corwar,In any 
evidertiery objects which he believed, should be rreserved. 

The Attorney General's request resulted in a bill (U.n. 
9S4S) which alas been introduced in the iouset and is presently 
paadigg Lcforo Subcommittee No. 4 of the i,ouse Judiciary 
Committee. The bill was submitted to the Senate Judiciary. 
Committee OA Juno 11, 1965. 

INSPRE IND 
COMMUNICATIONS SEC. 

AUG 11 1965 NW 



Sincerely yeurs, 

. 

JOhN W. DOUGLAS 
Assistant Attorney General 

• 

This bill would exposer the Attorney COMOTS1 to 
designate the items of evidence to be condonned. Title to 
the items so designated would Immediately rest in the edited 
Ststes by eminent donsiu. sad *AY persons  eleiele, title or 
interest is the items could file suit In the Court of Claiss 
for just conpensstIon. 

As you requested, your enclosure is returned vita this 
letter. Eloise lot me Lsom if you wish any furtter inforrs-

n es this natter. 

Enclosure 
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Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 

for such consideration as the communication 

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 

inolosure.  

By direction of 
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rBrazenne'ss' Of Oswald's Widow 
Editor Union*Star: 

The brazenness of the widow 
of zsassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
in demanding that the govern-
ment turn over to her the mail 
order rifle that killed President 

Kennedy is. appalling. I only 
hope Congress gives Attorney 
General Katzenbach the legal 
power to prevent any further 
exploitation of this tragedy. 

FREDERICK W. scHurzsu, 
5-B2 Sheridan Village. 



September 20, 1965 

so est the 4111.111111 gg 	 rah: to the err. 
taiewely thorough Report of the Pre deal* Coosissiaa 
ces the Aesaesbation of President icy. Chapter VI 
of the Report concerns the Cosuissicais exhaustive in.. 
veatigation of possible ecespiracy• The Report and 
appendices thereto are available to the public Von the 

see t Printing Office. 

pleatnam to be at service 
latter is returned herewith. 

	••••■••=111•111110•101.11■11i 

SENT B Y MESSENGER 
COMMUNICATIONS SEC. 

SEP 20 1965 	R.R.R. 
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REMARKS 
While there is only one phase of the Senator' 

letter with which we are concerned (that 	pertaining 
to the assassination), thought we had better check the 
writer out more thoroughly than normal because of the 
tone of his letter. 

Our Service Unit has nothing more on him but 
the FBI said that they had a report in May 1965 from 
their Buffalo, N. Y., office that the State University 
College at Brockport held a "teach in" covering a 
Viet Nam discussion on May 19, 1965. 	A number of the 
faculty members as well as the students took part. 
Among the speakers was a John R. Crowley, Assistant 
Professor in the Fhglish Department, who spoke against 
our policy in Viet Nam and was not in favor of these 
anti-co, 	1r 0.0 st crusades. 
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First, I d like to thank you for your prompt and 	 i courteous reply to my rather long letter of April 26hh 

' 

	) 

 

recommending Senate airing of our foreign policy. Needless; 
to say, I still recommend it. 

There is another matter I should like to bring to your 
attention. A magazine called Liberation, which I have seen 
recently for the first time, has been publishing a series of 
articles by a'PhilsdelPhia lawyer named Vincent J. Salandria. 
The one I have seen is called "he Warren Report -?" and 
appears in the March, 1965 issue. 

This article makes a vety circumstantial case that at 
least two of the shots fired in the Dallas assassination 
were fired from the front and to the right of the limousine. 
The case is extecmely well documented, and adds up to the 
implication that the Warren report coerced the evidence to 
support the prejudgement that only Oswald was the assassin. 
If this article is to be believed, it is clear that at least 
one other person was involved. 

Liberals jumped to the conclusion at the time of the 
assassination that the act was connected with the climate 
of fanatical rightism in Dallas. The capture and case against 
Oswald proved them wrong. The prescnt,articles revive these 
suspicions. Sober analysts of the citation will not rest 
convinced unless the char:7es made in these articles are 
candidly and thoroughly aired and refuted. 

To take up another matter, I yould like to thank you for 
your part in the investigation of the auto comanics' neglect 
of safety features in their cars. This is a worthy case, but 
may, I say that I question whether you should scatter your 
energies on a relatively minor matter when there is ohly one 
important issue facing this country, the issue of war or peace. 
American corporations, including 0-11, GE, DuPont, Standard of Jersey, 
and many others customarily plan their major economic moves 
as much as twenty years ahead. Isn't ironical that in the 
case of the much more :Troortant matter of war and peace and 
our foreign policy, this country is content to improv'_se? 
Our cold war, containment of Communism policy, was initiated 
by a foreigner, Winston Churchill, and sustained through a 
series of rapid and histrionic =raves like Seato by Foster Dulles. 
In the hysteria of 1947-53, there was little favorable climate 
for sober planning and foresight. 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 
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Is4the climate any more conducive to sober thought today? 
Hardly, yet some one must think. We are overdue for a throgough 
twenty-year-ahead blueprint of the world future in the context 
of which and only that context can an intelligent foreign policy 
be framed. Particularly, we must focus on what is to become of 
Red China in twenty years. The majority of people expert in this 
field today believe Red China will be by then the great power 
that it wished to be regarded as right now. It will be on a 
par with the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. If we focus our sights clearly 
on this reality, it will help us correct our present errors. 

As one of the three great powers, China will justifiably 
claim a s#here of influence. In this light, South Vietnam will 
be a tremendous challenge and irritant if, as our policy hopes, 
it becomes a pro-western buffer state. It will be a casus belli. 
If China is destined to be a great power, we must take steps to 
live in the same world with her. We must plan not irritants, 
especially such ineffcdtual irritants..as a buffer state in 
Vietnam, but acts of conciliation. We must open up relations, 
recognize her, get her into the 117.N., and establish very active 
diplomatic, commercial, scientific, and cultural relations with 
her. 7;Te must domesticate the dragon. 

The time for this move is right now. Why? In view of 
the fact that China and i'- ussia are now estranged, our efforts 
at approach would be welcomed, albeit suspiciously. Secondly, 
our offer to recognize and admit Red China is a good exchange 
offer to get China to the peace table and bring North Vietnam 
ond the Viet Cong with her. 

The alternative to this bold new policy is what is now 
unfolding, a dreary ten-year stalemate -:hich can lead only 
to a more fanatical more suspicious Red China, the kind of 
Red China that our worst nightmares project. It can lead only 
to war and the destruction of civilization. It has already in 
this country gone a long way toward destroying the mental 
climate in which a peaceful world attitude can grow. 

Johnson meant, I suspect, just to make a bold gamble, 
that through the threat of cdcalation he could sdare North 
Vietnam to the peace table. Instead, he has started a stampede. 
He has stampeded much of Congress, and most of the press. 
But I can assure you he has not stampeded tha people. The 
people are still on the sidelines. They are just waiting 
for a leader to show them a batter way to go. 

Sincerely yours, 
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ARTMEIVT OF JUSTICE 

TO 	:John W. Douglas 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

maq:Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
.0& Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 

suBTEcT:Disposition of weapons included 
among Warren Commission Exhibits  

DATE: JUL 2 1 1965 
FMV:CWB:pem 
129-11 

This memorandum will confirm telephone con-
versations between Carl Eardley of your Division and 
Howard Willens of this Division. 

The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division of the 
Treasury Department is of the view that the rifle used 
to assassinate President Kennedy and the pistol later 
used by the assassin to cause the death of a Dallas 
police officer can be made the subjects of forfeiture 
proceedings. Attached is a copy of Treasury's internal 
research of the theory involved and a copy of a draft 
letter to the Criminal Division on the same subject 
(which was never sent because it was superseded by an 
oral conference). 

There are two ways of instituting forfeiture. 
The first is the administrative remedy stated in 26 
U.S.C. 7325. It would be necessary that three independ-
ent appraisers value the weapons at less than $2500 (the 
statute was recently amended) each for this remedy to be 
utilized. Also, it would be necessary that personal 
notice that the administrative remedy was being utilized 
be given to all known claimants and publication be insti-
tuted. (A sample of the notice is attached.) 

The other method of forfeiture is to assume 
without stating that the value is more than $2500 and 
file a libel action pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 905(b). The 
Treasury agent in charge at Dallas would give Treasury 
authority for the filing of the libel as required by 
26 U.S.C. 7401. A draft of the proposed libel is 
attached. 

1-----777,15F 
FJUSTICE 
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In order for either the administrative or 
the libel remedy to be utilized, it is necessary that 
the weapons be physically in Dallas so that they could 
be attached, The weapons are now in the custody of 
the FBI, Washington, D. C. (Jim Malley, Code 175, Ext. 
591) and can be expeditiously transferred to Dallas. 

Because the Civil Division is defending the 
civil action in Denver for recovery of these weapons, 
it is believed that your Division should determine the 
necessity for instituting a forfeiture action and also 
determine whether the administrative or libel remedy 
should be utilized. The Criminal Division will render 
any assistance desired. 

Attachments  



ce. dated July 16i 12650 forwardIAS a 
letter from 	 regarding the disposition of the veep= 
used in the assassination President John F.Kansistrs has been 
referred to me for consideration. 

. 	 . 
All the items of evidence brought before the Warren 

Commission in its investigation of the assassination of President 
lesuledy would became subject to acquisition by the Tedera] Gover7Iment 
under a bill proposed to Congress on June 17, 1965 by this repart=lt. 
This legislative propose/ appears as H. R. 9545, upon vthich hearing  
are scheduled for Angast 4 by Subcommittee NO. 4, $01236 C0111Mittee on 
the Judiciary. 
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RICUADO 	tELL. GA., CHAIRMAN 

	 SA LTO 	LL MASS. 
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
STROM THURMOND, S.C. 
JACK MILLER, IOWA 
JOHN G. TOWER. TEX. 

JOHN STENNIS. MISS. 
HARRY PL9OD *TM VA. 
STUART SIMINCITON. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 
SAM J. ERVIN, JR.. N.C. 
NOWARIII W. CANNON, NEV. 
ROBERT C. BYRD. W. VA. 
STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
THOMAS J. MCINTYRE. N.H. 
U....NIEL S. BREWSTER. MD. 

"Altnifeb Zfalez Zertafe 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Thank you for our assistance. 

incerely y ur 

ANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senat 

22 1965 

CHARLES S. KIRSOW. CHIEF CLERK 
	

June 21, 1965 

Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Vinson: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated June 14 relative to my 
query regarding ultimate disposition 
of the weapon used in the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

DKI:co 

R CEIVED 
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