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Mr. Dennis R. Bodenm

Chief of Resources

Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society
25 Nottingham Court

Buffalo, ¥ew York 14216

Lear Mr. Bodem:

The photograph of the Czolgosz plstel, your
letter, and the other enclosures have Deen received.
This material will be very helpful and I wish to
agsure you of sy gratitude for your assistance in
this matter.

cincerely yours,

A
9&0

C:/// JOHN W, DOUCLAS
Assistant Attorney General
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Typed: 11/8/65‘ / S
FMV:MAJ:ehd . : s
129-11 7\
= I ' Noyember > 1968 . -
..1
o - | |
Your letter datad Septesber 26, 1565 to tia President ,,
has bsen referred to m. > ' :
Since tha crime for which Mr. Ruby was convicted was j
not a federal crims, but a violation of Yexna law, this Daparte f
sent has no power to intervene or interceds in his case in any . ‘
way. I undsrstand that his conviction is bsing eppsaled and
that certain sanity hearings havs been orcdersd in connsction
with tle Jjudiciel proceedings. I would suggest that you direct |
your inquiries in this matter to ths city authoritiss of Dallas
and the officials of the state of Texas. ' )
I hopo that this information will bts of soms assiste
arca to you. : o . S
| Sincerely, - ]
- : FRED M. VINSON, Jr, ;

R Assistant AtbLorney Genaral i
Recordsl—" ‘4
Chrnno : :
Johnson *
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‘October 20, 1965

The President his asksd me to thank you for
your letter, and to sasure you that he appreci-
ates your letting him know you are in accord
with his position regarding Viet-Nam.
expression of support plessed him a great

With regard to your queries about the court
mention, your communication is being
orwarded to officials of the Department of
Justice for response.

case you

Your comments concerning Unidentified Flying
Objects were af interest to the President, and
he is glad that you took the time 2o share your
thoughts with him. It is suggested, howsver,

that you may wish to writs to the Department

of the Alr Force, Washington, D.C.
for the information you seek.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED
0CT 29 1365
CORRES. MAJ

0CT271965 7

R R

Juanita D. Roberts
Personal Secrstary
to the Prosident

JUSTICE:

(Zip Code and Address - Govt. Manual)
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Typeds 9/27/65 7/2

PMV:ELS sskew
129-11
Septaxtar 29, 1963

Honorable Zisherd T, Sanna
Houss of Irpresantativas
mashinzton, D G

Paaxr Congreosman:

. This refers Lo your letter of Seplazber 21, 1 encl “
a2 lotter 4o 7o frex
coneoraing the rifls tos azsmssimiian of Frasident Hemmedy

and the piztudl involwed in the death of CLficer Tippit of ths Dallrs
Polico, ‘

These waapans wers delivered io the Atbormey Ceneral by the
President!a Commlesion on the assasaination of Presideat Xemnedy,
togethsr wlth meuy olbsr items used 38 evidance in the Commission's
procsading. On ocmelinding 148 Inquiry, ths Commission recommsended
that, the firearse in wssticn and many othor itsms be pressrved for
historical puopeses. Accordingly, the Atiarnay Gangral requwsicd
Cangross tc ennct lagislaticon whileh would anthorize hia to ¢ondomn
any evidentizry oblects which he beliswved shwuld be pressrved, 3
copy of the Deparimontal press release cf Jurs 17, 1965, in this
nm’ 13 wl’m

The Aticrney Censral's requost resulted in 2 X1l (H.7%. 95L5)
valch was introduced in the Cangress and pesscd the liouas of Zepre-
sectatives cn September 7, 1965. Acticn on tha M1 in the Semtie
i3 pending. Heie 9545 world empawer the Attormey Oemoral to desig-
nata the items of evidance to bs comdommed. Titls to items so
designited would imwndiately vest in the Undltad 3tates by emtrent
domin, and any persopa claiming titls or interest in tie itens
eould £115 suit in the Court of Clains for Just compensaticn.

Pending action by the Congress om H.Z. 9545, proceedings in
the Jorihern listrict o€ Texas, at Dalles, have bwen institutad by
the Govormaent wndear the provisioes of tho Federal Firearzs Act
seeking forfeiture to the Governsent of the riflo used to assaae.
ainste President Yenoedy and tis revolver usad ¢o i1l Officer

Records .
Sdohwnl i ) -
Sledge SENT BY MESSENGIR
Mr. Vicson ST NICATIONS SEO
ooy 18EF T
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Tippds, by roason of alleged viclations of that Act cccurring in
connectlion with the obiaining of those woapans by Cswald.

dWe hopa the foregeing cf asslstancs to you in
respontiny $o your constitasnt. ttar i3 returmad
to yeu with tads lettsr, o

w’—

PIED X, VISSLE, Jr.
Azaistant Attormoy Gonaral
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COMMITTEE ON

BANKING AND CURRENCY

.
SUBCOMMITYEES:
DoMESTIC FINANCE
CONSUMER AFFAIRS

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE
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~
RICHARD T. HANNA 4
34TH DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SELECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON
TOURISM AND TRAVEL

Conaress of the United States

Bouse of Repregentatives
Washington, B.C.

September 21, 1965

e ~

ms‘rmm' orFicE:
JOHN BEEKMAN
FiLD REPRESENTATIVE
1695 W. CrescanT, Suite 510
ANAKEIM, CALIFORNIA
PHone: 776-8350

WASHINGTON OFFICK:
WILLIAM A, BUTCHER
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Housgt OrFric BullDing

P Rt & sl & e —

HEGRNIN PR T ol ;
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Fred M, Vinson, Jr,
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. .20530

Dear Mr, Vinson:

The clipping referred to in our communication, and in
letter, has apparently been misplaced. It
was, nowever, a very short articel which stated simply
that the federal government was suing for possession
of the weapon used by Lee Harvey Oswald to assassinate

President Kennedy, and the revolver Oswald used to
kill the Dallas policeman.

I believe a reply is possible, without the clipping

mentioned in > letter, to satisfactorily
angwer the inquiry o

Thank you for your courtesy and attention to this
matter,

Sincerely yours,

- /////49/‘/ e %«4

RICHARD T, HANNA
United States Congressman
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Septamter 17, 1965

Honorable Richard T. Hama
House of Representatives
Washington, D. €.

Dear Congressman:

In accordance with our conversation with Mr. William
Butcher of your staff, we are returning herewith the letter

gaiei=sc: ¢ o I

As Mr. Butcher was informed, the nswspaper clipping
was not received with your carmmication. However, if you
forward the same, the mgtter will receive prompt attention.

Sincerely,

FRFD N. VINSOM, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General
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Sept. 9, 1965
Congressman R.™. Henna
c/o House,of Rep.
Wash., 2.C

Dear Congressmrn Henna:
Re; the enclosed clin—ing which I clipoed from the—

_ Bvening NMews.

How can such 2 bill like this even get tefors the House?
Isn't this a kxmgxzd kind of ex vost facto law, or bill which
according to the consftitution iz not sunnoséd to be merde.

I rlso'would like to kvo~ Just whet the Governmentvis going
to do with those guns, Put them on public displéy? Charge admission
to see them, or just what.

Sorry to bother you wi“h rlsi‘er of this sort but I would

.

like to kunow just vh~t is goinz o,

Sincerelvw




IN 7EE DISTRICT COURY OF THE ULIITID STATES
FCR THE NORTHERYW DISTRICT F THEIAS

DALLAS DIVIEIGH

sy

GIE 6.5 mn. HAMEICTER-CARCANO
MILITARY RIFIS, MOIEL 5138, SDRIAL
WO, 02766, WITH APPURTENANCES, AN
ONE ,38 SEECIAL S& VICTORY MUTEL
REVCLVER, SERIAL O, VS10210, WITH
ASTURTRHANCES,

CIviyL uo, _3~1171

Reapondeats.

Yaid S i S N Sk’ S Nk il S S S ? N N

E}h
E
#)
b
(%3
i
]
o

to cppear before the United Stetes District fourt

#h

or the Horthern District of Teuazs, ¢t Dallas, Texas, ot 10:00 A, M.

on Qctober 11 , 198Z, to maks lnown thelr

intergcts and any defcnse that they may have to offer, aad said writ of

monition shail Le published as provided by the raizs of the Court is the

Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas, and the Dallas Times Herald, Dallas, Texas.

Doce at Dallas, Téxas, this 10 lzy of September .

ot

. oe_E, EDstes,

- M0m ATTRY et sl ta il ot ool y
OUITED 3TATES DISTRICT JUDGE

W/



I THE DISTRICI COURT OF TUZ UHIIED STATES

&

FOR THE HMORTEERN DISTRICT (F TEXAS

DALLAS DIVISICH

THITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Libelant,

V. CIVIL NO. _3-// 2/
OF 6.5 rzm. HAMLICHER-CARCAND
IIIITARY RIFIE, MODEL 9138, SERIAL
130, C2766, WITH APPURTEMANCES, &ID
(78 .38 SERCTAL S&Y VICTORY MODEL
REVOLYER, SERIAL NO. V510210, WITh
APPURTENANCES,

Respondants.

WV LN LA L L W A WA AT A A W WL W AT

8
&

3
[%2]
3
tzf
(9]
o]
|
]
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izl
z;:‘)
fiex|
|
)
{3
L4

TC THE HCNCRABIE JUDGE COF SAID CCURT:

COMES QW the United States of America, Yy and throughk the Unitad

States Artorney for the Hovthoern District of Texas, as proctor for
Libelanz, and prays for leave to f£ile the ettached Libel of Iaformaticn

for condemnaticn of One 6.5 =x. Maonlicher-Carcano tary Bifle, Serial
Wo. £2766, with appurtenanceds, ond Cae .38 Special S&W Victorw odel

Revolver, Sarial lo. V510210, with appurtenances.

MELVIN M. TDICE
United States Attozzmey

")

By: 5/

b
Agsistan: United States Attormney
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{1} One 6.5 mm. MannlichereCarcero military vifle, iedel 91/28,
wmarked 'MADE I ITALYY, “FERNI", snd "RCCCAY, the numerals
"I040" and V40", the serial number 02766, the 1e:te ReEY,
"', and "TNIY, and one four-power sight, stamped 4 w18
coatad”, "ORDNANCE OPXICS IC.Y, “SOLITWCOD CALITORNIAY and
"MADE N JARANY, and clip beaving letters "SIV and zhe number

2

{2} JCos= .38 Speciel Smith & Vesasen Vistory 1 evolver, bearing

)
A
6
=
o

serial npumhey VS10210, with leather

That the Alcchol gnd Tobacco Tax, Intarral Ravenue Sexvice, Treasury
Departoent, pursuant to law, adooizd the sgizeres of Raspendens firesrms

g5 pronerty fovielied to the United States under the facts alleged herein

and the provisions of Sectica 905{(b) of Titls 15, Unired Sioazes Code; thatl

w

the Respondant firearms are now in custedy of the Seperviscr ic Charge
&lcohol and Tobacco Tar, Dallas, Toxss, and ara stored at Room 200
Marcantile Contipental Duilding, 1800 Commerce Streser, Dallaz, Texas; Shat
the Rezpoadent fiyearms had a value lzss then 52,300 and notice of their
selzure wes published as required by Secti

Cede; that thereafter sud on Septenbe
Snglevoed, Colorado, £iled a claim, =z

and 2 bond for costs as provided by Ss

Ccda; that Jobn J. King, wepresenisd by

lgore, 1800 First National Bank Building, Dnlizs, Texss, aad Mrs. Marima
Cswald Porter, 1245 Donna, Richardson, Terasz, may intervens ard clalm scome
intergst in Regpondent £iraarms; and that this Jourt Lias jurisdiction of
this cauge by rxeasom of Section 903¢(b}, Title 13, United 3tates Cede, and

Secticns 5862{a) and 7323, Title 20, Uniged Scates Jode,

1iz
Lraa 9

£ - i - T - - ~ 47 oA . - * Ty - X b = o~ iy

That az scometims beluean IMerek 1Z, 1963 ond llawmchk 20, 15€3, Loe Zarvey
Uswalid procured and caused s false entyry to be made in ihe recsnds required

i £ Y 177 =3 CT LAY s T o L 2lade ! 2 -

oy 26 CFR Tazt 177, section 177.51{c) ¢ be mulntained by Rigin's Ssertins
242 g - < ~ e FAR 09 e . . -

Goeods, Chicage, Illinols, 2 licensed dealer in flrsarme undes Thapier 18

cf Titla 13, Unitsd SBtatss Ocde. with raaspect Lo tae alspogizicn of the

e
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‘“Bzfalo and Erie (ounty THistorical Society | ] Founded 1862
"?"‘t"?
25 Nottingham Court - BUFFALO - NewYork. 14216 4 716-TR3-9644
September 13, 1965
¥r, John W. Douglas, Assistant Attorney Gensra
Civil Division
epartment of Justice
Jasn;névon, L. C. 20530
Dear kr. Douglas
The ravolver, cartridges, and handkerchiel -7 . N
used ty Lecn Czclgosz are in the possession of tr;g' ’
Societv. As you will ncts Ifrom the
copy, the items were formally presented to the Soclety
in 1902 by Erie County IDistrict Attorney, Thomas
Penney. The typed excerpt {rom the Minutes oI the
Board of lanagers ci the Socileuvy, April 3, 1602, is
the Society's acceptance of the items.
Mone of these items is on public display and all
are xe2pt in the 8001ety's vault. Chotcgraphs have
peen used 1in various scnolarly arulclek, hcwever,
including
Adler, Selig, "The Cperation cn President
MmcKinley," Scientific America (Vel. 208,
Mo. 3: 118-130) liarch, 1963.
Babcock, Louis L., "The Assassination of
President William IicKinlsy,™ liiagzara Frontier
Miscellany, Vol. XIXIV, Buffalc Zistorical
cocisty, 1G47.
{é> ) ror your files, I am enclesing an Ex17D phetcgraph
%“¢, oI the resvolver, cartridges,and handkerchieri,
//
o, Although I hzve not sesen 1t, I have lzarned that
& there is an article in the 1955 zdition of The Cun Digest
<9 which may be ¢of scme assistancs to you. The articls is,
o "Piztols and Presidents,” Sy laj. E. 0. Ackerman,




Vr. John Ww. Douglas

Tre Scocietv alsc has a number oI other artifacts
and curios connected with FPresident licKinlev's
assassination. For vour information, I am enclosing
copies ¢Ii the cataloz cards for a few oi thess items.

ennis A. Zcdem
. - ~
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TNONMAS PENMEY. . BISTRICY ATEORNEY, - SRR AT ¥,

v ) ‘#': .
‘HOTRISY ATTORREY. er ERIE Glvuvy, _ B
BUPFALO.NEW YORK. ‘ - “
. s

March 25th, 1902,

W
Buifalo Historiecal Sociely, : f%

cartridges wid hundkerchief usec by thne

cur late Prezicen®, Williuwm !lcKinlay,

Buffilo Public TLiprary Building, City. '

Gentlenend - R
i H
I hercewith nrecent for preservation the revolvers o

It

suitah”

tating

themn

te

hos seere(

as *tc hetrer or not I choulls send then

? 4‘.;- a
MR |
“he aceassin Czolgosz, in killi.g .%

ey

¢ me tuat these ought %o he nireserved in some

mannsr as euniects of historical interest, I have be

it}

"o Woshington or coimit -

yowr core, T ohave DT llyocaterzinsd uoon the 1ot

hl - -~ . Ty~ S ad
thot fher 4" Lo owerovly dicnesed of,
RognectTelly ows




From Minutes of Board Meeting of Buffalo Historical Society, April 3, 1902:

"A letter from District Attorney Thomas JPenney was read, presenting to the
Society the revolver, cartridges and hankerchLe‘ used by Czolgosz in the

assassination of President McKinley,

On motion of Mr, Severance, the articles were accepted.

that they are not to be placed on public exhibition.,™

with the understanding

\.



Q-AR‘T‘CLE si}ver spoon . " 653112?2‘
1 TELASS 7 DowoR N o B ‘
] Pefé;ns-McKinleY _ iss Marion Wizsaip -7

“Tocation L=3=bOX 2

Silver spoon (manufactured by Rogers and »ros)
used by Pres. Wm. McKinley while tuken fi:zn
Pam-Am. Expositaon grounds tc the Milburx:
home-Sept. 6, 1901,

ON-OB-45
2-17-40, p. 12

DUFFALOD ANDO ERIE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BUFFALO a ERIE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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* EBEARLE CABELL - . -
STH DISTRICT, TEXAS
t, e ..
WASHINGTON OFFICE:
145 CANNON House OFFIcE BUILDING

DALLAS OFFICE:
408 FEDERAL COURTS BUILBING
Puone: R1 9-3571

ey~ e Lo e e N e
LT sl e e N e o
L T

[ A )

- -

Congress of the nited States
Fhouge of Representatives
Waghingten, B.L. 20515

. N - - -~y -
JEUI R S 3 o
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g b vae s
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COMMITTEE:
BANKING AND CURRENCY
7 e . b
SUBCOMMITTEES:

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
SMALL BUSINESS

HArRRY CRUTCHER, [1f
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

MRs. Jo RYaLs GUMMELT
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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I 71 DISTRICT CCURT OF THE UNITED STATES

POR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

SEP 10 1303
Filed-—;-j?‘}?y o eTeen

ey QAT - 19— SANTLTON, Cclerk
CLITED STATIS CF AMSIRICA, R LLE ' ' puty
¥

Libelant,

DALLAS DIVISION

v. LIBEL OF TMFCRMATION

Civil No.'CA ~3=1 17 i

~~ -

G,5 mm. MMINLICEER-CARCAND
LITARY RIFIZ, MCIEL 5133, SERIAL
0, CL700, WITH APPIRILNANIICES, AMD

- -~

bt

FECIAL S&W VICICRY MOTEL
SERIAL MO, V510210, WITH

e

LITTR I

Lp P
FOPAPRE FFAQRES 4 .“‘h‘fb..ao 2

Respondents,

N N’ Mol Sl sl W Sl N’ N N N NS N et N

To the Honorabig, the District Judge for the Dallas Division of the

The Libel of Informaticn of the United States by its attornays,
talgin 11, Dipgs, United States Attorney for the Northexra District of Texas,

and B, d. Tizmins, Asgistant United States Attormey, against Cne 6.5 wmm.

-s LRI
ATmTAy s Qe oy

linnmlicher=Coreone Military Rifle, ledel $1-38, Serial No. €C2766, with
appurtcnances, and Coe .38 Speclal S&W Victory Mcdel Revolver, Serxial No.

7520210, with eppurtenances, Respoudents herein, in a causa of forfeiture

Doy

22 brzach of the provisions of Ssctions 903(d) and 905(b), Title 15,

vaitced States Code, and on information and belief, informs the Court as

-

F ‘

Thet at all times bereinafter menticned, Libelant was and is a sovereign
thaz all and singular the allegations hersof ara~within the jurisgdiction
Tnited States and bf this Honorable Court;_and that the commencement of
Tais suit Qas Leen authorizaed, sencticped, and directed in accoxdance with

<o oprevisions of 26 U.8.C. 7401,

il.

e -
N e

Tan: cn or about Novesber 22, 1563, police officars of the city of

TR T e MVpvan e .

Zollez; Teounes, uwnlie in the performance of official duties, in Dallas County,

3 Crwm o

Somos, wiinin ghe dorthern Judicial District of Texas, Dallas Division, seized

4 a8 s2psrate lccations certsin f£ircarums, to wit:

-

ol

.- S
e S U

-
.

73
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Ca2 6.5 ma. Mannlichere-Carcano military rifle, Model 91/38,
markad "MALE L7 ITALY", "IERNIY, and "RCCCA", the numerals |
"1340" aad Y%40", the serial number €2766, the letters "R-E",
YEG", and YINIY, and oce four-power sight, stamped "4 x 18
coated", "CRDNANCE OPTICS IMNC.", "HOLLYWOGD.C&LEFGRNIA" and
C'PMADE IN JAPAN", and clip bearing letters “SMI" and the number
552" and

{27 Cre .38 Spocial Smith & Wesson Victory Medel revelver, bearing
serial nuzber V510210, with leather holster,

‘That the Alcchol gnd Tobacco Tax, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury

i

Tepgrizent, puyrsuant to lgw, adopted the selzures of Respondent firearmé
as wroserty forfelted to the United States under the facts alleged herain
cod the orovisicas of Secticm 905(b) of Title 15, United States Code; that
iz Rsspendent firearms are now in custody of the Supervisor in Charge,
Alcehel and Tobacco Taxz, Dallas, Texes, and are stored at Reem 200,
Mzrcantile Conticental Building, 1800 Cemmerce Strest, Dallas, Texas; that
2h2 Recpendant fireorms had a value less than $2,500 and notice of their
soizend was pubiished as required by Sectioa 7325(2), Title 26, United States
o223 zhat thereafter and on Septewber 3, 1965, John J. King, 27 Sunset Drive,
Zogleuwced, Colorado, £iled a claim, allegiag an interest in Respondent f£irearms,
azd 2 bead for costs as ?rovided by Section 7325(3), Tizle 26, United States
Ccdla; that Jeha J. King, vepresented by Willlam C. Garrett, Xilgore aand
Wilgera, 1800 Firpt National Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. Marina
crtor, 1265 Douna, Richardson, Texzas, may intervens and ¢lainm some
intzgzlolt in Rospondent Zirgarms; and that this Court has jurisdiction of
iz cause by regson of Section 905(b),‘Title 15, United States Code, and
Saciicnma 5252%{a) omd 7323, Title 26, Uﬁited States Code,

117,

Thzt ot gemetims botween March 12, 1963 and Mavch 20, 1963, Loe Harwey
Cowanld procurad and caused a false auntry to be made in the records required
L 28 QFR Pawo 177, cactieca 177.51(c) to be maimtained by Kleia's Sporting
ilinoig, a licensad dealer in Eirearma'under Caapter 18

2E Winiz 15, Unitzd Statos Coda, with respect to the disposition of the



- .

rifie deocribed herein to wit: the 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano
rilitary =ifle, todel 91/383, moriad 'MADE IN ITALY", "IERNIY, and "RCCCA",

£he nomszels "1940Y and “40", tha serial number C2766, the latters "R-BY,

‘Ti)_:;" . ,,r,ﬁ Iy 3

and INIY god the fourepower sight, stamped Y4 x 18 ceated', "ORDNANCE
GZRI0S 30, VHOLLYWOCD CALIFORNIA" and '"MADE IM JAPAN", and the clip bearing
lztiezs YSMIY cnd the numbaer 952", in that the gsaid lee Harvey Cswald used
& ficti;iéus nome in purchasing said rifle f£rem the salid dealer.
Toot at sometime during the porled Januwary 27, 1963 to Moxch 20, 1963,
Lo Hoovey Cs"alﬁ procured and cawvssed a false enlyy to La made in the rocovds
2guived by 26 CIR Paxt 177, sectica 177.51{c), to Lo wmaintained by Seaport
Trzadors, Iac., Les Angeles, California, a licensed dealer in firesrms undar

Chaptor 16 ¢f Title 15, United States Code, with ragpect to the digpogition

Q
oy
4
1
1
5.
{
%]
vJ
Q

2dent revolver described herwsin, to wit: the .38 Special Smith

& Weascn Victory hodel revolver, beariang serial nomber V510210, in that

That, becaﬁse of thege miszepreseQFatiana as ko the nome of the person
actrally nurchasiag these Respondeat firearms, complete and accurate recowds
vore oot mainteined by thecs licensed firearws dealers as required by
Saczisn S631{d), Title 15, United States Cede, and Section 177.51 of Title
20, Osie of Federal Reguletlens, Part 177; and that the Respondent fircarms
secome fopfeited to the Unized States pursuant to Secticn 905(b), Chapter 18,
Tisiz L5, Uaized Stotes Code, as belng firearms involved in a violatica of
iz mrovisicns of said Chapter 18, )

GIORERCRE, Libolant prays that du2 process and meuition lgsue frem this
Zoncrabiz Ceuxt to enforca the said forfeiture by 1ibel; that the Respondent
Fiwsarmmz be geilred and sattached; that all pergsons iaterested in the sald
Slrearms e acmonished to answer thwe premiszes; and that all due proceedings
Loing Lod thorzea for the causes aforesald, and othewxs appearing, the 6.5 mm.

lz, Sericl Wo. C2766, with appuctenances, gad the .38

. s

Sooaizl Zminh & Woeson Reveolver, Soriasl lio. V510210, with appurtenances, be

2oadannsd by the sentence and decree of this Uomorable Couxrt aa forfeited

o e Taited States, accorddag to law,

MELVII if, DICGS
United States Attoraey

3y:_S/

3. d. Tiomins, Jz.
.- Agsistant United Statas Attorney

o —————
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ISR

and Septenher 10,
| emtitled case,

B mutiens on September 10 and Septembder 9, 1965, -
" between your staff and this Division, In those con-
- versations your office was directed to commence an
- action of forfeiture in the above entitled case pur-
suant to the provisions of Section 7301, Title 26.. i

UOSCQOC e ./‘, :

: aédreééed for your attention by Mr. J. Marvin Kelley,

R R
i o
e Septembe‘% 1965

‘, 'ltr. B. x! 'H.m‘l.ns, AJr, T
3 Asaistant u. S. Attomy L

vxetory Model Revolver, L R
Serial No. V510210, With =~~~ -

;rh,ank you tor your letters of Septmer 13
1565 witlz attaet;meata in the(above o

MAIL RooN ¢
~ L r— e i

nis letter. wiu. confirm the telephone con- ;

3

CT FROM
DIVISION
- %

SENT DIRg

CRININ4L,

Dtz
Y .

Ve noteintm letter of Spptember 9, 1965.

Regional Counsel, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, it is
menti that. apparen’cly there is some authority for

Record R : o )

o R

2 ol \ v{ﬁh\

. mmenancea : C, L
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Y.S ROOM: .“ACTION leTlAL’S s'tpate

Dept “of .Tustlce’v“‘"“c""

“"Re: - Assassi

} ACTlON:; o 5 As requested 10 Hamdle directly 15 Per our conversation
N 4 Approval’ ’ "6 Immediate action 11 Note and return 16 Correction . :
,‘ 2 Initlals v‘ 7 Necessary action. 12 Signature 17 Your comment or o ki
.+ 3 See me : '8 Full report .+ 13 Prepare reply o recommendation - (

" 4Call me ' - 9 Flling o © Y4 See '"Remarks’’ 18 Your information .

- 19 Prepar&r fqr signcxtupe of— . . ‘ e 20. Answer or acknowledge before

Flemarks (Use reverse xf more space is needed)

.. Per our telephone conversation there are
‘attached our copies of letter dated 9/9/65 to .-
2L U8 Attorney, libel claim of Mr. King and -
“'related documents.. iso attached is copy of.
‘Hemorandum of Law concerning & question of U. S.
‘Attorney’s authority to file libel. His aut:hor-
ity is clear and paragraph I° ‘of libel makes pro-.
per._ allegatlon. However, to avoid possibility

‘of trouble, you might want to send let
iattached draft. L

SR RSP S !

R /N L PN )
Y - ) %ARTMENT OF JUSTICE
T T G 3 ,
| John F. McCarren : Septembezk',g_.@., 1965;
INTEANAL REVENGE Service = MEMO ROUTING SLIP  rorm 1725 (rev. s-61)

APOTNETYTE



DRAFT

Mr. Melvin M. Diggs
United States Attorney
Northern District of Texas
P. O. Box 153,

Dallas, Texas 75221

Re: 6.5 mm.

- /'A
Mannlicher-Carcano

itary Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial
2766, With Appurtenances, and
.38 Special S & W Victory Model

r, Serial No. 10210, With
Appurtenances.

Dear Mr. Diggs:

Pursuant to the prov

U.5.C., you are hereby

forfeiture in the

ions of section 7401, Title 26,

iredted to commence an action of

ove~entitied case.

Vexy truly yours,

N -
\

Bl -
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE!

- t3] MAR 1 1966

RA.O,

L
@mmf

jLa
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v UNI‘I‘ED STATES GOVERNMENT N DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ¢
TO :Carl W, Belcher, Chief ‘ DATE: September 15, 1965
General Crimes Section
JJC:Sgy
FROM :Joseph J. Cella Qﬁ;é,'

J 3

SUBJECT: Assassination Weapon

The Libel of Information appears sufficient in every
respect.

I note that Mr. Drogula of the Civil Division wants to
be advised if anyone starts thinking seriously about oppos-
ing Xing's intervention. The Regional Counsel at Dallas
seems to believe we should take that approach. Personally,
I don't think too much of the Stowell theory!s application
to this case. After all, King filed the cost bond which
gave the Court jurisdiction. Further, following Stowell's
thinking we really beg the issue. Nor do we have much to
gain by opposing the intervention. Also, how ean the Civil
Division go into Court in Denver and tell the Court that
those proceedings should be dismissed because King can have
nis day in Court in Dallas when we try to keep him out of
the latter case? I would think we're better off settling
the issue in the Dallas proceeding because I don't know
what defense we have in the Denver part of it.

FCEA ]
DEPARTHENT OF JUSTISE 7

3| MAR 1 1366




PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO

i Huited gmbs Bepartntent of Justice
BHT:sd UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
Cl-627-65 NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

DALLAS, TEXAS 75221

September 13, 1965

AIR MATL

Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief
General Crimes Section
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

Re: United States v. One 6.5 mm., Mannlicher-Carcano
Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. ca766,
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special SW
Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210,
with appurtenances - Civil Action 3-1171
Dallas Division

Deaxr Mr, Belcher:

On Friday when I mailed you copies of the ILibel and the other
documents in connection with the Oswald weapons, I neglected to
enclose & copy of the transmittal letter from Regional Counsel.
I believe that you will want thls for your file, and I enclose
a copy of that letter.

Sincerely yours,

Melvin M, Diggs
United States Attorney

)’/

P
//44 /‘”"*.'//ff’/ -
P G e A e S

B. He Timmins, Jr., Assistant
United States Attormey

Enclosure

[ o—

2 Y — |} ]
DEPARTMENT of JUSTICE '

3| MAR 1 1966

RA.Q.
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PLEASE ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO

ot Huited States Bepartment of Fustice
BHT:sd UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
C1-627-65 NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

DALLAS, TEXAS 75221
September 10, 1965

Mr. Carl We. Belcher, Chief
General Crimes Section
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, De Ce 20530

Re: United States v. One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano
Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766,
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S&W
Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210,
with appurtepances - Civil Action 3-11T71
Dallas Division

Dear Mre. Belcher:

I enclose two sets of the Libel and accompanying documents filed
at 2:15 p.m. today in the United Steates District Clerk's Office

in Dallas in connection with the Oswald weapons. As you requested,
I am also enclosing a complete set of the instruments filed by
John J. King in connection with his Claim and Cost Bond. Included
among these documents are the Bill of Sale and Contract between
Xing and Marina Oswald as well as the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit
Appraisal of the weaponse.

Under local rules of the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Texas, the monition now being issued by the
Clerk will be advertised by the United States Marshal in both
Dallas daily newspepers once each week for four comsecutive weeks.
In addition, actual notice of the issuance of the monition and
accompanying set of the documents filed by me today will be served
upon Marine Oswald Porter and William C. Garrett, & Dallas attorney
representing John J. King. Thereby, these two parties will be
given actual notice of the filing of the Libel and the issuance

of the monition.

g

\ 25~ (|

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

3| MAR 1 1966

R.A.0, j
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2 ~ Mre Carl We Belcher September 10, 1965

I will be in touch with you when King files his Request for leave
to Intervene, As I told you, Jim Geulding, Assistant Regional
Counsel for Internal Revenue Service, who prepared the ILibel, feels
that we should oppose King's effort to intervene on the theory that
King acquired his interest in the weapons subsequent to the date of
seizure,

Sincerely yours,

Melvin M, Diggs

United States Attorney ~
. .

N s e g

Be Ho Timmins, Jr., Assistant
United States Attorney

d

/_/.//7"’ f;/,' L e

- -

Enclosures
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m R o JAS
Director, Federaul Bureau of Investigation -/Y/=2/%~

FHV:CW¥B:pem

129-11 «ugustz s
Fred M, Vinscn, Jr., Assistant & ‘
Attorney Generzl, Criminal Division &

Asgsassination Weapons

With reference to your request of August 19,
1565, to be advised what digposition iz to be made of
these weapcecns upon completion of the forfelture pro-
ceedings, it can only be stated such disposition will
be dependent upon successful completion of the {forfei-
ture proceedings and the civil action of John J. King v,
The Attorney General, U.S.D.C. D, Colo,, TCIivil Ko, 3163,
in addition, 1t 1s noped this matter will ultimately
result in enactment of legislation by Congress,

Records/

Chrono [SENT BT 2IT3SI0F
¥Mr., Belcher (2) COMMUNITATIO N
AAG CAUG 26 1985

!

K



‘Form No. DJ-%q DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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T/3/11/€5
F T:CHE: pem

Re

ccrdsb///

Chrono
M.,
AAG

/«»«\

cz\%
Cd(

ur, Mitchel chovin‘**w'
Chief Counsel

Internal Revenue Service
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Robert 3B, Ritter
Director, Alcohol and
Pobaceo Tax Legal Divigion

Re: Assassinatlon Wegspons

Dear Mr. Rogovin:

This letter will confirm the telephcne
conversation between Mr, Ritter and Mr, Belcher of
the Criminal Division on August 11, 1565, concern-
ing this matter,

It i3 requested that the Alcochecl and
Tobacceo Tax Division institute administrative for-
felture proceedings ©of the rifle involved in the
azsassination of President Kennedy and the pistol
which was used by the assassin to kill the Dallas
police officer.

S8incerely,

FRED M., VINSON, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

Belicher (2)
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MEMORANDIM POR THE FILE

3| FEB 241966
In re: Forfeiture of Assagssination Heéymg_
i

R.4.0.

Mr. Fred Drogula of the Clvil Division, Department

of Justice, who i3 handling the Denver proceeding insti-
tuted by John J. King against the Attorney General, called
Mr. Ritter this morning to discuss certain aspects of the
case. Among other things, he requested that we furnish him
with one certified copy of each of the documents involved
in the administrative forfeiture proceeding. He also re-
quested to be advised as to the statutes, regulations and
cases which he could bring to the attentiocn of the court in
Denver as showing that the proceeding should be stayed or
dismissed and that proceedings properly belong in Dallas.

In the afternoon I called Mr., Drogula and advised him
briefly as follous:

Statutes involved were: 15 U.S.C. 905(b), providing
for forfeiture and for Internsl Revenus provisions relating
to the seizure, forfeiture and disposition to be applicable;
section 7325 of the Internal Revenue Code which governs ad~
sinistrative forfeiture proceedings and specifies the
remedies available to claimants;

Regulations involved: 26 CFR Part 172, "Disposition
of Seized Personal Property';

Cages:

United States v. Amore, (C.A. 7, 1964), 335 F. 2d 329;
Rice v, Walls, (C.A. 6, 1954), 213 P. 24 693;

United States v. Caccamo, (C.A. 7), 183 F, 2d 186;

Colacicco v, U, S., (C.A. 2), 143 F. 2d 410, cert. den.
323 U.S. 763;

Milkint v, Morgenthau, (C.A. &, 1937), 92 F. 2d 266;
In re Behrens, (C.A. 2, 1930), 39 F. 24 561;
~ Thompson v, Schwaebe, (C.A. 9, 1927), 22 F. 2d 518;
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United States v. One 1955 Olds, (PC, W.D. Pa., 1960), 181
P. Supp. 903;

DeBonis v, United States, (PC, W.D. Pa., 1952}, 103 F. Supp.
119;

United States v. Farrington, (DC, M.D. Pa., 1937), 17 F.
Supp. 702;

United States v. One Hudson Sedsn, (DC, M.D. Pa., 1936), 16
P. Supp. 895;

United States v, Chicelli, (DC, W.D. N.Y., 1935), 10 F. Supp.
960

I also cited the case of Rush v, United States, 256 F.
2d 862, as showing that the proceedings belong in the
district where the property was seized and that this was a
requirement on the Government. I also cited New Hampshire
Fire Insurance Company v. Scanlom, (1900), 362 U.S. 404,
which, while not involving property seized for forfeiture,
stands for the proposition that summary proceedings are not
appropriate for determining the rights to property held by
the Government {(this was the case relied ou by the court ia
United States v, Amore, supra).

I then called Jim Gaulding in Dallas and informed him
of the requirement for certified copies snd he stated that
he would obtain them. They will probsbly have to be put
under seal in the Bationsal Office since the Supervisor in
Charge does not have a seal. Jim said be had been in contact
with the Special Agent in Charge, F.B.I1., and was advised
that the weapons had not yet arrived in Dallas.

John F. McCarren
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- This maném iill confii'a & telephoné .
conversation between Mr, Belcher of this Divislon

- and Mr, Malley of the Bureau in which 1t was requested

. emtmhted-e oy

, 57" weapm wonld be apmc.tatea

that Bureau headquartérs transfer %o the SAC in Dallas,

- Texas, the rifle used to agsassinate President Keunedy
and the pistol used by the aasaasin ta canxe the dueath
oramnaapouee ofricer,, o e

~ m r.u*pm of this reqaest is to havc theae
weapens within the Jurdisdiction of the Alechol and
Tobacco Tax Division, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury

‘Department, so that that Service can institute the admin- a

istrative forfeiture procedure described in 26 T.3.C.

7325, This administrative action may, at a later time,.
. be converted into a libel actlion pursuant to 15 U.S.C.
- ws(b) and 26 U.8.C. T#01l. This forfeiture action is

being taken at this time in order to aasist in defending

' the case of John J. v. The Attorney General, U.S., .
" D.Ce P, Colo,, ¢ 0. 9168, The Congreasional commit-

tescecnsidering legislation for disposition of these
weapons has been admed the torfeisg:re proc;:dure 1s

o

xt zn m anticipated that 1t wi}.l be neceasary

that thesc weapons be relinquished from
the 3iC in Dallas. It i3 deemed meaaart? u‘iﬁ?"é'ﬁif

P .
order that in legal theory the SAC, Dallas, will be the

~ —‘ccmtrnctiv. holder of these lﬂapons for the ATTB,

Your ¢eapmt1m 1n exp«ntious tranafer.
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_the Internal Revenus Service to institute forfeiture pro-
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Any ﬁrzm ‘
;vialatim of the ;mwxsions af thia
Chppter {Ch, 18) or any rules or regu-
- latiens promulgated thereunder shall be .
subject to seizure, forfeiture, and all
proviaions of Title 26 relating to the -
seigure, forfeiture, and disposition of .
firearms as defiped in Section 2733 of
Pitle 26 shall, %/ so far as applicabl&,
- extensd to aeizm'e& ‘and forfeltures
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" 'logs the forfeiture procesding, would provide an avenue

cowda-3inee the firearms were purchased by eswalé,
in the name of 'R, 'J, Hidell our contention would be
‘that Oswald caused a flstitious entry or entries to -
be made on the records of the desler required to de .
kept under 26 CFR 177.51. We would argus that the
L pAsbo) ‘and the rifle were therefore involved in a vio-.
lation of the regulations proemulgated under Ch, 18,
- Title 15, U.8.0, and are subject to seizure and- xarfei- ¢
ture mw'm'praﬁaim of 15 U.8.C.. 905(5}. S

aatiriaa. on tar ntainlns.pasussim et 5
‘the weapong penung resolution of the forfelture pro-
-ceeding restz upon the rule that the Government's inter-
‘est and claim to forfeitable items vests at the time the -
- mw statea Ve S%mll_, 133 =

T Although the Internal Revenue Servica 15 cpti- I
. mistie of suecess in such a procseding, it recognizes,
. as we all do, that the case is one of first Impression
- -and that we may not prevail, The important point, how- -
. ever, is that the proceeding would provide 3ime for con- = °
‘gideration and passage of H.B. 9545 which, should we

or rebaining the weapons, - Should we win the forfeiture
» of course, H.R. G545 would still serve the
z imrtanh function of allowing the Govermment to -
azqm.rc title to the many cther ftems of historical valxzs
‘delivered to the Attorney General by the Presidentts .
somselsslon en eh« Jhsmimt:.oa af Pres:m mw.‘ e

to takc at lm& emtmtiw poanasiea

(2) mpms would de m\n-mdkta ey
m,thcdhmummmym :

: ' f‘ﬂ The Ynterpal Revenue would inati-
 tute administrative forfeiture proceedings
- under the FPederal Firearms Act givinggnotice
+ - by advertisesent that such proceedings had
. commenced and any elaimnt coulé nmn 30
,da;ra 1‘113 a claim, -
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