
Awn.orm---  

Mr. Dennis R. Bodem 
Chief of Resources 
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society 
25 Nottingham Court 
Buffalo, Neu York 14216 

Dear Mr. Bodeen: 

The photograph of the Czolgosz pistol, your 
letter, and the other enclosures have been received. 
This material will  be very helpful and I wish to 
assure you of my gratitude for your assistance in 
this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN W. DOUGLAS 
Assistant Attorney General 

INS= A N D NIATOrD 
(..:035MITNICATIONS SEC. i 

SEP 271065 	! 
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Typed: 11/8/65 
FMV:EAJ:ehd 
129-11 

November 3 1965 

Since the crime for which I. %Ruby was convicted was 
not a federal crimes  but a violation of s:ms laws  this Depart.. 
aunt has no power to intervene or intercede in his case in any 
way. I understand that his conviction is being appealed and 
that certain sanity. hearings have been ordered in connection 
with the judicial proceedings. I would suggest that you direct 
your inquiries in this matter to the city.  authorities of Dallas 
and the officials of the state of Texas, 

I hope that this inforasstion will be of soma assist.. 
erre to you. 

Sincerely, 

Your letter dated September 26, 1965 to tba President 
has been referred to me. 

FRED M. VITISaIs  Jr, 
Assistant Attorney General 

Chrnoo 
Johnson 

INSFTD AND  LAMED 
COMI-T-UNICti71(.2;E; 

INOV . 	.4e) 

• 
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CEIVED 

CT 29 1965 

CORRES. MA, 



October 20, 1955 

Since rely, 

Juanita D. Roberts 
Personal Secretary 
to the President 

RECEIVED 

OCT 29 1965 

CORES. mAl 

11261,01 

OCT 2 71965 

Chn 

Dea 

The President has asked me to thank you for 
your letter. and to assure you that he appreci-
ates your lotting him know you are in accord 
with his position regarding Viet-Nam. Year 
expression of support pleased him a great 
deal- 

With regard to your queries about the court 
case You  mention, your communicationeing 
orwarded to officials of the Department of 

Justice for response. 

Your comments concerning Unidentified Flying 
Objects were of interest to the President, and 
he is glad that you took the time to share your 
thoughts with him. It is suggested, however, 
that you may wish to write to the Department 
of the Air Force, Washington, D. C. 20330, 
for the information you, seek. 

UM= - /__? 9-- /i 
JUSTICE: 

(Zip Code and Address - Govt. Manual) 
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Typed: 9/27/65 
PMELS:sice 
129-11 

September 2 9, 1963 

Honor-Able nehard T.Benne 
Meuse ef Repressatatives 
Weahlegtea„D. C. 

Dear Con 	: 

This refers to our letter of 24 • :amber 21 	1 
a Uttar to yzu, frva 
cencerning the rifle 	toe aseassina en of Presideat Ienneley 
and the pieta involved in the death of Officer Tippit of the Dailes 
Police. 

These reap. Imre delivered to the Attorney'General by the 
President's Comaiesion on the aseaseiretice of President Iennedy, 
together eith neey other items used as evidence in the Comeiamionis 
procsedinss Cu cencluding its inqeiry, the ComPAteeionrecomeended 
that the Slrearms in questien and espy other items be preserved for 

k histarivelpereees. Accerdingly, the Attorney General reqeested 
r Cangress to enact legislation whichemeld aetherize hie to condemn 

/any evidentiary objects wt ieh be believed &mid be preserved. A 
copy of the Departmental press release of June 17, 2,65, in this 
regard, is enclosed. 

The Atterney Ceraral's request resulted in a bill (lio. 9545) 
wadi vas intreduced in the Coneress and passed the rieuee of Brepre-
eentatives on September 7, 1965. Action on the bill in the Senate 
is paladins. 1.J.. 9545 woad empower the Attorney Oenerel to desig- 
nate the it 	of elidenee to be cmdeaned. Title to items so 
designeted mould iemediately vest in 	United States by endnent 
domain, asid any persona claimieg title or interest in the items 
could file suit in the Court olf Claims for just compensation. 

Pe4is action by the Congrees an 3.2. 9545, procsoangs in 
the Ilerthern District of Texas, at Dallas, have been instituted by 
the Gevernment under the provisions of tho Federal Firearms Act 
**Slane forfeiture to the mat of the rifle used to assaa-
sinete President Unnedy and the revolver used to kill. Officer 

Records. 
Cbron 
Sledge 
Mr. Vinson 

SENT B Y IVIESSENGEv.: 1 
ICAT. Dir.c3. SEC. 

'.,' :.:' 2 •,) 	1 C 6 F T.:I, 
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TIP"Ats by reason a s 	cintiors of tbat Act occurring in 
cocrection 'with Via obtaining at the weapons by Could. 

we hope the forens 	or assistance to you In 
respoctliaz to y=r ccesUtasnt., 	■ lett= i3 returned 
to you wit this .2esear. 

atacartiTo  _ 

1PM) X. T=CS, ,7?. 
Aandateet Attarney Csans=3. 



RICHARD T. HANNA 
34TH DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

Congre55 of tbe Einiteb 'tate 
A)ousSe of 3eprttentatibeE4 

mut ington, 

September 21, 1965 

• 
DISTRICT Orme: 

JOHN BEEKMAN 
FIELD sensfsvarsTIVe 

1695 W. Csescorr, Suite 510 
ANAHEIM. CALIFORNIA 

12140NIL 776-6850 

WAIDEPRZTON OFFICE: 

1AIILLIAM A. BUTCHER 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

House OFFICE Butt-Dues 

s;:" 	e•••• .®' s, 

• COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING AND CURRENCY 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
DoMEsTc FINANCE 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 

SELECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
TOURISM AND TRAVEL 

3 	̂ • 	, • 
. i4 	 : 	 • .• 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Vinson: 

The clipping referred to in our communication, and in 
letter, has apparently been misplaced. It 

was, nowever, a very short articel which stated simply 
that the federal government was suing for possession 
of the weapon used by Lee Harvey Oswald to assassinate 
President Kennedy, and the revolver Oswald used to 
kill the Dallas policeman. 

I believe a reply is possible, without the clipping 
mentioned in 	 letter, to satisfactorily 
answer the inquiry 

Thank you for your courtesy and attention to this 
matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

---------, 

4,49e-7 / Lo-AZ -c qtr 
RICHARD T. HANNA 
United States Congressman 

RTH:rjh 
enc's. :..2 -) — 	

, 

'DEPARTMENT OF itISTISE 2 

1 	

-7,. 
' , - 

10 SEP 22 1965 ir-',,4- 

:1"-'--  41.—w44-4c. 
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Sept—'„r 1. 7, 1965 

Roncrable Richard?. Vanua 
Rouse of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman: 

In accordance with our conversation with :Mr. William 
Butcher of your staff we are returning herewith the letter 
of September 9 frma 

11111111111111! 

Am Mt. Butcher was informed, the newspaper clipping 
wens not received with your communication. However, if you 
forward the same, the matter will receive prompt attention. 

Sdncerel,v, 

FRED IC. TINSCOI, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 



• " • -• • ft • - 
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sepl  9 
REco  

Sept. 9, 1965 

Congressman R. 	Hanna 
c/o House, of Rep. 
Wash. 7).0 

Dear Congressmrn Hanna: 

Re; the enclosed clip-ing which I clipped from the'''. 

Evening News. 

How can such P bill like this even get beforo the House? 

Isn't this a kixgxmi kind of ex post facto law, or bill which 

according to the constitution i not supposed to be made. 

I rlso would like to k,:o-,  ,ust whrt the Government is going 

to do with those guns, Put them on public display? Charge admission 

to see them, or just what. 

Sorry to bother you wi-},. r.let':er of this sort but I would 

like to know just wh-t is going 

Sinc.relv 



v" iV 
	DISTRICT COURT OF TM UPTT'7D STATES 

FOR TUE NORTHERN DISTRICT CF TENAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AN RICA, 

Libelant, 

Xs 

OEE 5.5 mm. lUti=-1atECANO 
LIILITARY 2:FLE, 22CDEL 91-38, szaIAL 
NO. 02766, 	APPUBITE=CES, 2D 
,311E ,38 SPECIAL SaW VICTORY NEEEL 
amum, SERIAL NO. V51O210, WTTE 
AT1URTENALMES, 

Respondents. 

CIVIL NO, 

rvirE-m rI'v1T7".1G rq4:17  O m '7fIE T7 rm .7 4 

Leave is granted Eoi the 4'iliag of libel and, upon such filing, the 

clerk Will issue uric of attar  -.'n*' aad 'writ of: monition ,ziting all persons 

claiming any iaterest to appear before theUnited States District Court 

for the Northern District of Te=s, ct Dallas, Te2:a3, at 10:00 A. NI. 

0/1 

	

	 , 1965, to Malta-. 	their 

interests and any defense that they ay have to offer, and said -,;rit of 

monition shall be published as provided by the rules of the Court !..n the 

Texaa,...wd the Dallas Times Herald Dallas Texas. 

Duce at Dallas, Te=s, this 	 day of 	qutember 

1065. 

LALigg_ga  Estes 
UN7TED STATES riSTR2CT ZIUrGE 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF TEE UNITED STA7(TS 

FOR TEE NORTEERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AmnicA, 

Libelant, 

v. 

orx 6.5 L. liANNLICARCANO 
NILITARY RIFLE, MCDEL 91-38, SERIAL 
NO 02766, UITH APPURTEPANMS, AND 
CUE .38 SPECIAL S&W VICTORY =DEL 
REVOLVER, SERIAL NO. V510210, WI211 
APPURTENANCES, 

Respondents. 

CIVIL NO. 

  

REnUE°T FOR LEAVE TO PII LIBEL 

TO TEE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID CCURT: 

COMES NOW the United States cf. Acarica, 177 and through the United 

States Attorney for the Northern District of Texas, an proctor for 

Libelant, and prays for leave to file the attached Libel ox Information 

for condemnation of One 6,5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano iiitari rifle, Serial 

it). 02766, w tla appurtenances, and One .38 Special SW Victory :lode/. 

Revolver, Serial No. V5/0210, with appurtenances. 

MELVIN M. DICOS 
United States Atterrey 

By: 7) 
B. au Tinminn. Jr. 
Assistant UnLted Staten Attorney 



III TiE DISTRICT COURT OF TEE UNITED S=ES 

.7r1n 	r 	CFFOR TUE 

DALLAS D7VISYON 

UNITED STATES C'7 A25.RICA, 	 ) 
) 

Libelant, 	 ) 

) 	L'TTEL OF 11,ErCw.P.77017 
) 

ONE 6.5 mm. IAANNLICHER-CARCANC 	) 	Civil No. -1.:11...1d- 
MILITARY. RULE, 21CCEL 91-33, SER7AL 	) 
NO, C2766, 	 APPURTENANCES, AND 	) 
ONE .33 SPECIAL S&U VTO7OR1 MODEL 
REVOLVER, SERIAL NO. V510910. T:nrim 
APeiiaTTLIANCES,  

) 
Respondents. 

To the Honorable, be District Juer.e. for the Dallas Division of the 

Northern str 	of Ten es: 

The Libel of Information of the United States by its attorneys, 

nelvin 	D46-0s, UnitedStates 	 •Attorney for the Northern District of Tenas, 

and B. E. Ti=mizs, Assistant United Statcs Attorney, against Cue 6.5 mu. 

flannlicher.Carcano nilitaxy Rifle, Model 91 32, Se- 4,-,1 No, 2766, W.th 

aopurtenances, and One .38 Special SZ.-14' Vic:to-7:y Ilcdel Revolver, Serial No. 

V510210, 'with appurtenances, nespondents heroin, in a cau.::e of forfeiture 

for breach of the 2ravisions of Sections 903() and 903(b), T4tle 

United States Cotle, and on information and belief, informs ;:he Court as 

follcus: 

..1-21t at all tines herein ter mentioned, Li 	t belan 1:Jes and is a sovereign 

oar that all and singular the allegati.)ns he,:aef 	 the juriscict_on 

of the United States and of this Honorable Court; -nd thnt the commencement of 

this suit has been authorized, sancricned, and arz:ctet: In accordance ':;d.th 

the provisions .3:1 2.5 3.3.C. 7401. 

on or ithout November 22, 193, pc'-ce c:2ficcrs 	tho City 0.4  

Dulles, Tenas, ihi1c in the performance of official ,±iutles, in Dallas County, 

Ta!,:es, within the Northern jad4cial District ,tf Tenan, Dallas Division, eized 

rind detethed at STPCT:at."'1,,cat4ons 

v. 



(1) One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcsno military rifle, Model 91/38, 

marked 'MADE IN IT L7", '17ERNI", and 6 =CA", the numerals 

"1940" an "40", the serial number C2766, the le'- te.rs 

`W", and ".TNI", and one .Four-power sight, stamped "4 K 18 

coated", "ORDNANCE OPTICS T1C,", "Tzar.)77,70CD 0217OPTIA" and 

"MADE IN JAPAN", and clip beel-;ng letters "SYT" and the nymbor 

"952"; and 

(2) Cne .38 Special Smith & Uessen Victory Mbdel revolver, bearing 

serial number V510210, with leather holster. 

That the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, Intereel Revenue Service, Treasury 

Department, pursuant to law, adopted the seizures of Resnoni,nrt 7.irParms 

as property forfeited to the United States under the facts alleged herein 

and the provisions of Section 905(b) of Title 15, United States Code; that 

the Respondent firearms are now in custcdv of the Sutervieor in Charge, 

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, Dallas, Texas, and are stores at Rocn 200, 

lircantile Continental Building, 1800 Commerce Street, Del7as, Tv .,,s; that 

the Respondent firearms had a value less than $2,300 and notice of their 

seizure was published as required by Section 7323(2), Title 2 United States 

Code; that thereafter and on September 3, 1965, John J. King, 27 Sunset Drive, 

Englewood, Colorado, filed a claim, alleging an interest in Respondent iirearms, 

and a bond for costs as provided by Section 7325(3), Title 25, United Stetes 

Cede; that John J. King, represented by William C. Garrett, "Kilgore and 

Kilgore, 1800 First National Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, aad Mrs. Marina 

Oswald Porter, 1245 Donna, Richardson, Texas, may intervene and claim some 

ieterest in Respondent firearms; and that this Ccurt has ;Isrisdiction of 

this cause by reason of Section 903(b), Title 	United States Cede, and 

Secticns 5862(a) and 7323, Title 25, United States Code. 

That at sccetime betI.;een 	, 12, 1363 =d 	20, 	Lee Harvey 

.1ri,7ald procured and caused a false entry to 1-,r2 .cde In th,:l 7:ecerds required 

by 26 CTIR Part 177, section 77,51(-) 1-0 ;la 	 Sscrting 

Goods, Chicago, Minols, a licensed dealer al f:4 rna-m.,  under `Ilapc,. 18 

cf 	 15, United States Cede, with rzepact to tlae alews:Lzion of the 



c:12 ').3 =2. ,e 	 k. 

iicr 	L1f 	cy'.1 9/133, 	 "Z17:1% zr-ri  

,u, 	 1?" 

1:7G", :2:71t: ''T-737'' and the foltr.p:.-.-;;T:s -:: 	'Z!tr,'7>'7C,  

Ta7P, 	 =V 	th-c! 

rluethe r:7:75.:Cr "17)Li2",:a71yr.ly C.37-T.a2.d usa.c1 

a -z7f.c.17.u..-: name 	rN.2::.721-11:2:117.17; 	 caf_J: 

Tilt at: CZ 	n72%-ch 22, 1962, 

7Trey 	-ozca.=n,-1  a71  r"r;Z.13Q. 	 ff4c.1 r2c=4s 

C711 r-c. 	177, 5ec 	 7,37 

,7,rderL,rc,, 77.0g A7z,,a7eq, Call.o7:2:1.3, 	1.1,154 	 under 

ChapZa3: 1C c± Tf.tla 15, 73.1.1L:ae. Ste72s 	 7:1111 

02 tho 	 va'7,o11,,tr 	 .2.eaLT..1,, 	 33 	 zith 

xavolvr=, 

the aa:7_,-7  Lea Tia-.2vay ;:."4:1 1d :2.ccd a 	 LT.-2 	 afid r3,74olvcr 

aaid deaja::. 

"tecallae 07  th,oc-e.  

p;21::ch25.1 thczce Res.pouCc:2 

1z:ere:I r'rt 

 

±z 	b' by thann 

S3cticn 903 ): Tii-je :3, 1.-12-1.=:26 Sioc Cod.72, 	 177,5.1 

26, 	04 7,a.--.1eralaegu'?7t.1.01:1, 	i7; 	t1-72t 

fo7TZ2ited 	 atapr 

T:Ltie 1Z, United Gtntoo 	za. 	 7:7.012 (yr: 

naLd 

Ctl=2: to  

ci 

	

rtzL7J.: 	 :77! L:• 	 7,7f.7c=2a6:11 

E7-.7;t!.01 

by 	2.nt,acce 



AS /010 and Erie County  aolical Society 	'Founded 18,62 

25 Nottingham Court • BUFFALO • NewYork. 14216 2 716-TR3- 9644 . 

September 13, 1965 

SL,' 20 !96 	• :1 
Dear 1.r. Douglas: 	 p°': 1̂7  

The revolver, cartridges, and handkerchief 
used by Leen Czolgosz are in the possession of this 	. 
Society. As you will note from the enclosed Verif44--.--  
copy, the items were formally presented to the Society 
in 1902 by Erie County District Attorney, Thomas 
Penney. The typed excerpt from the Linutes of the 
Board of Managers of the Society, April 3, 1902, is 
the Society's acceptance of the items. 

None of these items is on public display and all 
are kept in the Society's vault. Photographs have 
been used in various scholarly articles, however, 
including: 

Adler, Selig, "The Operation on President 
lcKiniev," Scientific America (Vol. 208, 
No. 3: i18-130) liarch, 1963. 

Babcock, Louis L., "The Assassination of 
President William LoKinley," Eiazara Frontier  
Liscellany, Vol. K=IV, Buffalo Historical 
dcciety, 1947. 

For your files, I am enclosing an tx_LD photograph 
c the revolver, cartridges ,and handkerchief. 

t-71  
Althouzh I have net seen it, I have learned that 

then.,  is an article in the 1955 edition of The Gun Disest 
which may be of some assistance to you. The article is, 
Pietols and Presidents, by 	H. 0. Ackerman. 

f:_r. John 'Z. Douglas, Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 
Department cf Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 



John , . Douglas 

The Society also has a number of other artifacts 
and curios connected with President IZoKinley's 
assassination. For your information, 1 am enclosing 
copies of the catalo7 cards for a few of these items. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dennis R. Ecdem 
Chief of Resources 

,R3 :Ea 
nc. 

-2- 
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pi.** • ra mei!. 
0$$/1110 MIMI IT • 

vow 
Ofertillt? 

(or salt dikliety. 
IPVIFFMAN COP YORK. 

March 28th;  1902. 

Buffalo Historical Society, 

Bu'''falc Public Library Buildinp., city. 

Gentlenen:- 

I h:sewith p:-esent for pre:nervation the revolve:-, 

our late Preziae, William !!cKinley. 

It his set!',.0 tc 	t: at f:lese ought to "ce 1)...eserved in some 

rnann,r as s1:1_, 	ts of historical interest. I have 'o n hAsi- 

tating as tc 

them to your 

I tru-,t 

ther or not T 	sen thPln ':(7) Washington or.co].imit 

„...trlAnt:(.. upon '.he 	courst. 

--rly ui 	_sec:.. of.. 

care. T 	e. 

, 



From Minutes of Board Meeting of Buffalo Historical Society, April 3, 1902: 

"A letter from District Attorney Thomas ,Penney was read, presenting to the 
Society the revolver, cartridges and harikerchief used by Czolgosz in the 
assassination of President McKinley. 
On motion of Mi. Severance, the articles were accepted. with the understanding 
that they are not to be placed on public exhibition." 
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Silver spoon (manufactured by Rogers and ',.):7s) 
used by Pres. Wm. McKinley while taken £ 
Pan-Am. Exposition grounds to the Milbur 
home-Sept. 6, 1901. 
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Fait T NORTURN. DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

STATES OF =RICA, 

SEP 10 

19 LLE HAMILTON, Clor 
ALA uty 

Libelant, 
BY 

IN TEZ DISTRICT COURT OF T1Z UNITED STATES 

v. 

C.': 6,5 a=.. 1%-.AIZIL.7C"L'L11-CLZCANO 
1.2::27.:,aY 	i-f,or31, 91-33, SERIAL 
r.a, C2765, ,zra APPURTENANCES, AND 

.3a SEECIAL S&W VICTORY ELDEL 
sEa:AL NO. V510210, WITU 

LIBEL OF INFORMATION 

Civil No;Cii - 3 - 1 171 

Respondents. 

To the Zonorable, the District Judge for the Dallas Division of the 

District of TeTzas: 

Libel of Information of the United States by its attorneys, 

:1. Diggs, United States Attorney for the Northern District of Tortas, 

and B. Z. Timmins, Assiatant United States Attorney, against One 6.5 t. 

Z:=-..aliuher.-Carccazo Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, with 

a?purtenzaces, aad One .33 Special S&N Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. 

V5::)210, with appurtenances, Respondents herein, in a cause of forfeiture 

fez breach of the provision° of Sections 903(d) and 905(b), Title 15, 

United 15tatea Code, and on information and belief, informs the Court as 

follows: 

That at ail times hereinal,-er mentioned, Libelant was and is a sovereign 

pc; that all and singular the allegations hereof are-within the jurisdiction 

th:-' United States and of this Eonorable Court; and that the commencement of 

suit has been authorized, sanctioned, and directed in accordance with 

of 26 U.S.C. 7401. 

en 	about november 22, 1963, police officers of the city of 

;;hile in the performance of official duties, in Dallas County, 

:tzz.z2, 

 

the Zorthern Judicial District of Te::as, Dallas Division, seized 

..1.:;2iLed et separate locations certain firearms, to wit: 



(1.) en:: 6.5 can. Mannlicher-Carcano military rifle, Model 91/38, 

marked "MADE IN ITALY", "TER NI", and "ROCCA", the numerals 

"1940" and "40", the serial number C2766, the letters "R-7.", 

"PG", and "111I", and one four-power sight, stamped "4 x 18 

coated", "ORDNANCE OPTICS INC.", "HOLLYWOOD CALIFORNIA" and 

"mra IN JAPAN", and clip bearing letters "SMI" and the number 

"952"; and 

(2) Cae .33 Special Smith Ed Weason Victory Model revolver, bearing 

serial number V510210, with leather holster. 

That the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury 

Ilcl-,nr-szacut, pursuant to lay, adopted the seizures of Respondent firearms 

as pro:erty forfeited to the United States under the facts alleged herein 

snd the provisions of Section 905(b) of Title 15, United States Code; that 

Res Indent firearms are now in custody of the Supervisor in Cha rge,  

Alccizol and Tobacco Tax, Dallas, Texas, and are stored at Room 200, 

:ersanile Continental Building, 1800 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas; that 

the Respendent firearms had a value less than $2,500 and notice of their 

	 13as published as required by Section 7325(2), Title 26, United States 

Cef,e; that thereafter and on September 3, 1965, John J. King, 27 Sunset Drive, 

.;,r.zrlc-zcod, Colorado, filed a claim, alleging an interest in Respondent firearms, 

a bend for costs as provided by Section 7325(3), Title 26, United States 

Oc-Je; that John J. King, represented by William C. Garrett, Kilgore and 

Kilscre, 1800 First National Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. Marina 

Ccsid 2crtor, 1245 Donna, Richardson, Texas may intervene and Clain some 

in Respondent firearms; and that this Court has jurisdiction of 

:11143 cause by reason of Section 905(b), Title 15, United States Code, and 

LE62(a) and 7323, Title 26, United States Code. 

hat ar. 2cmetims between Marcia 12, 1963 and March 20, 1963, Lea Harvey 

rtpocered and caused a false entry to be made in the records required 

c7a 	177, section 177.51(c) to be maintained by Klein's Sporting 

Ccet, Chie,,go, Illinois, a licensed dealer in firearms under Chapter 13 

Tiale 15, United States Coda, with respect to the disposition of the 



eaopeeeeet rifle described heroin to wit: the 6.5 mm. leannlicher-Oarcano 

militery reele, nodal 91/33, marked "MADE IN ITALY", 'Tam", and "ROCCA", 

the neetecla "1940" and "40", the serial number C2766, the letters "R E", 

reee", and );elet" and the four-pouer sight, stamped "4 x 18 coated", "ORDNANM 

GeTICS Ieee:e "HOLLYWOOD CALIFORNIA" and "etADE IN JAPAN", and the clip bearing 

"eeeers "=" end the nuiiher "952", in that the said Leo Harvey Oswald used 

a eicee,:ieus acme in purchasing eaid rifle from the said dealer. 

That at scuetime during the period Januery 27, 1963 to March 20, 1963, 

Lee Ucrvey Cewald procured and caused a false entry to be made in the records 

eequleed by 26 CeR Part 177, section 177.51(c), to be maintained by Seaport 

eeadeec, Tees., Leo Aegeles, California, a licensed dealer in firearms under 

Ch tar iS of Title 15, United States Code, with respect to the disposition 

oe tea eecpcndent revolver described herein, to wit: the .33 Special Smith 

eaceen Victory eedel revolver, bearing serial number V510210, in that 

tee said Lee Barvey Oswald used a fictitious neee in purchasing said revolver 

an eee said dealer. 

e:air, because of these misrepresentations as to the name of the person 

aceuae_ euechasiee these Respondent firearms, complete and accurate records 

::ere 

 

ee maietained by these liceneed firearms dealers as required by 

eeceeen e031(1), Title 15, United States Code, and Section 177.51 of Title 

23, Chia of Federal Regulations, Part 177; and that the Respondent firearms 

eeseee forfeited to the United States pursuant to Secticn 905(b), Chapter 18, 

e' -'e  15, United States Code, as being firearms involved in a violation of 

ioicee of said Chapter 18. 

=e7Cee, Libelant prays that due process and monition issue from this 

:escreeee Court to enforce the said forfeiture by libel; that the Respondent 

eereeeee be seized and attached; that all persons interested in the said 

leee__ee e ee edmenieeed to answer the premises; and that all due proceedings 

eee eherca for the causes aforesaid, and others appearing, the 6.5 mm. 

.eeeleeeer-CeTeano Rifle, Serial No. 02736, with appurtenances, and the .33 

:,'wean Revolver, Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances, be 

eeeeeeeed 

 

by the sentence and decree of this Honorable Court as forfeited 

ee __ee eeiece States, according to law. 

MeIeree 11 DICGS 
United States Attorney 

By:S 
B. H. Timmins, .er. 
Aseictant United States Attorney 
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Septembe 	, 1965 
•, 	.414 

Kr. B. N. Timmins, Jr. 
Assistant U. S. Attorney 

Re: One 6.5 mm. leumlicher-
Carcano Military Rifle, 
Model 91-38, Serial No. 
C2766, With Appurtemuices, 
and One .38 Special & 
Victory Model Revolver, 
Serial No. V510210, With 
Appurtenances 

Dear Mr. Diggs:, 

Tikank you for your letters of September 13 
and September 10, 2965 with attachments in the above 
entitled case. 

This letter- will confirm the telephone con- 
versations on September 10 and September 9, 1965, 	0_ 
between your staff and this Division. rn those con- gta---)  
versatimm your office was directed. to commence an  
action of forfeiture in the-  above entitled case pur- o i  
suant to the provisions of Section 7401, Title 26, 	4 

U.S.0 es. 

ve note in the letter of September 9, 1965, a g addressed for your attention by Kr. J. Marvin Kelley, 
Regional Counsel, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, it is 
aention that apparently there is some authority for 

 • . L. /4 
, 

o i.,.--c-..,[2.,  ticii litsrteit0 rds 
p2---' Vitii" 111  t4t...... 

Record 
Chrcho 
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John F. McCarren 

MEMO ROUTIN U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Se tembeiRA, 1965, p 

SLIP 	FORM 1725 (REV. 8-61) 

-of trouble, you might want:. to send let 	s per 
attached draft. 

IF11ININC115111 
'AARTME OF JUST! 

MAR 1 1966 From 

SY! 

Mr.. Carl ffelcher 
Dept. of Justice 

ROOM "ACTION INITI A LS &LC AT5  

2115 

T 	 NAME 

Re: Assassination Weapons 

ACTION: 5 As requested IS Handle directly 15 Per our conversation 
1 Approval, 6 Immediate action 11 Note and return 16 Correction, 
2 Initials 7 Necessary action 12 Signature 17 Your comment or 
3 See me S Full report 13 Prepare reply recommendation 
4 Call me 9 Filing 14 See "Remarks" 18 Your information 
19 Prepare for signature of — 20 Answer or acknowledge before 

Remarks (Use reverse if more space is needed) 

Per our telephone conversation there are 
attached our copies of letter dated 9/9/65 to 
U. S. Attorney, libel claim of Mr. King and 
related documents. Also attached is copy of 
Memorandum of Law concerning '.g question of U. S. 
Attorney's authority to file libel. His author-
ity is clear and paragraph I of libel makes pro-
per allegation. However, to avoid possibility 



forfeiture in the ove-entit -d case. 

Ve truly yours, 

1111111EMMINI 
DEPARTM NT OF I SITE 

3 MAR 1 1966 

R 

Attorney Ge e 

  

r 	0  

• 
4"..%1 

S. 

DRAFT 

Mr. Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 
Northern DIsrrict of Texas 
P. O. Box 153\ 
Dallas, Texas '75221 

Re: 0 	6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcanof  
Mi tary Rifle, Model 91-387/Serial 
No. 2766, With Appurtenances, and 
One . 8 Special S & W V.  tory Model 
Revol -r, Serial No. 	10210, With 
A.•urte ances. 

Dear Mr. Diggs: 

Pursuant to the prov ions of section 7401, Title 26, 

U.S.C., you are hereby ire ted to commence an action of 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 4  

Memorandum 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TO 	:Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 

DATE:September 15, 1965 

FROM :Joseph J. Cella 

SUBJECT: Assassination Weapon  

The Libel of Information appears sufficient in every 
respect. 

I note that Mr. Drogula of the Civil Division wants to 
be advised if anyone starts thinking seriously about oppos-
ing King's intervention. The Regional Counsel at Dallas 
seems to believe we should take that approach. Personally, 
I don't think too much of the Stowell theory's application 
to this case. After all, King filed the cost bond which 
gave the Court jurisdiction. Further, following Stowell's  
thinking we really beg the issue. Nor do we have much to 
gain by opposing the intervention. Also, how can the Civil 
Division go into Court in Denver and tell the Court that 
those proceedings should be dismissed because King can have 
his day in Court in Dallas when we try to keep him out of 
the latter case? I would think we're better off settling 
the issue in the Dallas proceeding because I don't know 
what defense we have in the Denver part of it. 
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BET:sd 	 UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
C1-627-65 	 NORTRXRN DISTRICT or TExas 

DAT LAS TEXAS 75221 

September 13, 1965 

AIR MAIL 

Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
CriminP1 Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: United States v. One 6.5 mom. Mannlicher-Carcano 
Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, 
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S&W 
Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210, 
with appurtenances - Civil Action 3-1171 
Dallas Division 

Dear Mr. Belcher: 

On Friday when I mailed you copies of the Libel and the other 
documents in connection with the Oswald weapons, I neglected to 
enclose a copy of the transmittal letter from Regional Counsel. 
I believe that you will want this for your file, and I enclose 
a copy of that letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 

B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney 

Enclosure 

DEPARTMENT 0 JUSTICE; 

3 MAR 1 1966 

R.A.O. 
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BET:sd 
C1-627-65 

IflyrrEIISmurEsATTORNI2c 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS. TEXAS 7 5 221 

September 10, 1965 

Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: United States v. One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano 
Military Rifle, Mbdel 91-38, Serial No. C2766, 
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S&W 
Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210, 
with appurtenances - Civil Action 3-1171 
Dallas Division 

Dear Mr. Belcher: 

I enclose two sets of the Libel and accompanying documents filed 
at 2:15 p.m. today in the United States District Clerk's Office 
in Dallas in connection with the Oswald weapons. As you requested, 
I am also enclosing a complete set of the instruments filed by 
John J. King in connection with his Claim and Cost Bond. Included 
among these documents are the Bill of Sale and Contract between 
King and Marina Oswald as well as the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit 
Appraisal of the weapons. 

Under local rules of the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas, the monition now being issued by the 
Clerk will be advertised by the United States Marshal in both 
Dallas daily newspapers once each week for four consecutive weeks. 
In aaaition, actual notice of the issuance of the monition and 
accompanying set of the documents filed by me today will be served 
upon Marina Oswald Porter and William C. Garrett, a Dallas attorney 
representing John J. King. Thereby, these two parties will be 
given actual notice of the filing of the Libel and the issuance 
of the monition. 
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2 - Mr. Carl W. Belcher 	 September 10, 1965 

I will be in touch with you when King files his Bequest for Leave 
to Intervene. As I told you, Jim Gaulaine, Assistant Regional 
Counsel for Internal Revenue Service, who prepared the Libel, feels 
that we shonld oppose King's effort to intervene on the theory that 
King acquired his interest in the weapons subsequent to the date of 
seizure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 

--7 
///v, 	4: - 

B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney 

Enclosures 
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SENT :3 	S 77 :7 
COINLMUNICA -TIC.1-..",  

AUG 2(3 1 9.5 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
m  , 
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129-12 --,:gurst),-;,, 

4V 

Assassination Weapons  

With reference to your request of August 19, 
1965, to be advised what disposition is to be made of 
these weapons upon comletion of the forfeiture pro-
ceedings, it can only be stated such disposition will 
be dependent upon successful completion of the forfei-
ture proceedings and the civil action of John J.Kin v. 
The Attorney General,  U.S.D.C. D. Colo., '11, 	o. 9263. 
In addition, it is hoped this natter will ultimately 
result in enactment of legislation by Congress. 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division 

Records 
Chrono 

Belcher ( 2) 
AAG 
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Ar. 
Chief Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Mr. Robert B. Ritter 
Director, Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax Legal Division 

Re: AssassInation Weapons 

Dear Mr. Rogovin: 

This letter will confirm the telephone 
conversation between Mr. Ritter and Mr. Belcher 
the Criminal Division on August 11, 1965, concern-
ing this matter. 

It is requested that the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax Division institute administrative for-
feiture proceedings of the rifle involved in the 
assassination of President Kennedy and the pistol 
which was used by the assassin to kill the Dallas 
police officer. 

Sincerely, 

Records 4----"----7  
0 hr on o 
Mr, Be 	 Tr.;lcher (2) 	

--------77.—_ . „ 
1-,,-:\--r  

AUG 13 	65 :SW 

.flizgust, 1 3, 1965 

FRED K. vsgsoiv, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 



DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE 4  R 

FEB 24 1966 

CC:AT-JFM 	 August 12, 1965 

MEMCRANDUM FOR THE FILE 

In re: rprfeiture of Assa s tion 

Mr. Fred Drogula of the Civil Division, Department 
of Justice, who is handling the Denver proceeding insti-
tuted by John 3. King against the Attorney General, called 
Mr. Ritter this morning to discuss certain aspects of the 
case. Among other things, he requested that we furnish him 
With one certified copy of each of the documents involved 
in the administrative forfeiture proceeding. He also re-
quested to be advised as to the statutes, regulations and 
cases **Lich he could bring to the attention of the court in 
Denver as showing that the proceeding should be stayed or 
dismissed and that proceeding* properly belong in Dallas. 

In the afternoon I called Imo. Drogula and advised him 
briefly as follows: 

§Orattivovewe: 15 U.S.C. 905(b), providing 
for forfeiture and for Internal Revenue provisions relating 
to the seizure, forfeiture and disposition to be applicable; 
section 7325 of the Internal Revenue Code which governs ad-
ministrative forfeiture proceedings and specifies the 
remedies available to claimants; 

Impdgions involved: 26 cm Part 172, "Disposition 
of Seized Personal Property"; 

GAMW 

United States v. Amore,  (C.A. 7, 1964), 315 F. 24 329; 
Rice y. Walls, (C.A. 6, 1954), 213 F. 2d 693; 
United States v. Caccamo, (C.A. 7), 183 F. 24 186; 
Colacicco v. U. S., (C.A. 2), 143 F. 2d 410, cert. den. 

323 U.S. 763; 
(C.A. 4, 1937), 92 F. 2d 266; 

Tak re Behrens (C.A. 2, 1930), 39 F. 2d 561; 
Thompson v. Schwaebe, (C.A. 9, 1927), 22 F. 2d 518; 

/ 



- 2 - 

United States v. On* 1955 Olds. CDC, W.D. Pa., 1960), 181 
F. Supp. 903; 

Defiant* v. United States, (DC, W.D. Pa., 1952), 103 F. Supp. 
119; 

United States v. Farrington, (DC, M.D. Pa., 1937), 17 F. 
Supp. 702; 

United States v. One Hudsoa Sedan, (DC, H.D. Pa., 1936)*  16 
F. Supp. 895; 

United States v Chicelli (DC, W.D. 	1935), 10 F. Supp. 
900 

I also cited the case of Rush v. United State1, 256 F. 
2d 862, as showing that the proceedings belong in the 
district where the property was seized and that this was a 
requirement on the Government. / also cited New Hampshire  
Fire Insurance Companv v. Scanlon, (1900), 362 U.S. 404, 
which, while not involving property seized for forfeiture, 
stands for the proposition that summary proceedings are not 
appropriate for determining the rights to property held by 
the Government (this was the case relied on by the court in 
SlatedStatte s.vieom, supra). 

I then called Jim Gaulding in Dallas and informed him 
of the requirement for certified copies and be stated that 
ha would obtain them. They will probably have to be put 
under seal in the National Office since the Supervisor in 
Charge does not have a seal. Jim said be had been in contact 
with the Special Agent in Charge, F.B.I., and was advised 
that the weapons had not yet arrived in Dallas. 

John F. McCarron 

/ 
JFMtCarreu/pdc 
August 12, 1965 

1 



Fred K. Vinson,. r Assistant 
Attorney Genet:al, Criminal Division 

Assassination Weapons 

Director, Federal. Bureau of Investigation 

This memorandum will confirm a telephone 
conversation between Mr. Belcher of this Division 
and Mr, Malley of the Bureau in which it was requested 
that Bureauheadquarttrs transfer to the SAC in Dallas, 
Texas, the rifle used to assassinate President Kennedy 
and tAe,  pistol used by the assassin to cause the death 
of a Dallas police officer. 

Me purpose of this request is to have these 
weapons within the Jurisdiction of the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax Division, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury 
Department, so that that Service can institute the admin- 
istrative forfeiture procedure described in 26 U.S.C. 
7325. This administrative action may, at a later time, 
be converted into a libel action pursuant to 15 U.S.C: 
905(b) and 26 U.S.O. 7401. This forfeiture action is 
being taken at this time in order to assist in defending 
the case of John J. ins  v.  The Attorney General,  U.S. 
D.C. D. Colo, Civil. Mo. 91657 -the angreasconal commit-
teeceonaideriAg legislation far disposition of these 
weapons has been advised the forfeiture procedure is 

It is not anticipated that it will be necessary 
that these weapons be relinquished from the custody of the SAC in. Dallas. It is deemed necessary that these 
weapons be placed in the custody of the SAC in Dallas in 
order that in legal theory the SAC, Dallas, will be the constructive holder of these weapon& for  the  Am. 

Year cooperation in making an expeditious transfer of 	weapons would be appreciated. 

Records 
Chrono 
Mr. Belcher (2) 
AAG 

c ontesq3Lst ed.. 



T/8/9/65 
BS :CWB:pem 

AUGUST 9 1965 

Staff Counse 
Nouse Judiciary Committee 
United States. House of 

Representatives, 
ono  D. C. 

Dear Sir 

• 
tide eetion 	 ve purchasoi from 
Nrs. Marina: E 	 of Lee fey':  Oswald, 
all right*, title 	lute st to the rifle which was 
used in:the assassination 	 Kennedy and the 
istol which was involved in t death of Dallas Police 
fficer 	it. Na seeks a declaration of his einuniship 

of these 	arms and an erder requiring the Attorney 
1 to surrender ,them to hist 

title point we have not responded to plain- 
,* complaint, hoping that )4ftempt ad favorable action 

upon La, 9545 would. render the case mot. Nowever our 
tine for filing a responsive pleading*  which has al;eady 
been once extended- over laimtiffys objection*  expires on 
Auguat 	• It isr 	that we will be able to obtain 
e. further extension* 	anticipate that plaintiff 
will press for an early 	on the merits of his eon.. 
plaint as so  as our 	To pleading is filed, 

Records 
Chrono 
Mr. Belcher. (2) 
Mr.: Sanders 
AAA, Cr 	Div. 

you kik * one or tho rears 	the Attorney 
al requested en= ,Uir.-mt of H.R. 95 s- presently 

pending before Subcommittee No. 40  was to provide a /Y /..,2 -59. 
defense to the ease of John J. King  v. Nicholas  de13. 
Kat 	h Att .;.. 	 of the United. State-5717.S. 

In 



restall this action we propose to instruct 
the Internal Revenue Service to institute forfeiture pro-
ceedings against the firearms under the Federal Firearms 
act* . 35 	Sec. 905(b).: ' This Section provides that:.  

. . Ixsvolved in any 
violation of the provisions of this 
ChitPter (Ch. la) or any rules or regu. 
latices promulgated thereunder shall be 
subject to seizure*  forfeiture and all 
provisions or Title 26 relatinfl to the 
seizure* forfeiture* and disposition of 

defi 	in Section 2733 or 
title 26 shall* 	so far as applicable*  
extend to seizures and forfeitures 
incurred under the provisions of this 
Chapter. 

CFR 177,51 provides in pertinent parts 

Each licensed • . dealer (in fire-
arms) shall maintain complete and adequate 
records reflecting. . the disposition 
. . at all firearms'. . disposed of in 
th; wawa* of his business. Entries in 
such reeorde shall be posted at the time 
of each transaction. . . The records . 
sha.11 be in permanent fore, and shall be 

on the business prOltifies for a 
period of not less than 10 years frost the 
date the transaction occurs. 	• The 
re surds will show and includes 

• 

* 

The disposition made of each 
firearm including the name and 
address of the person to whoa 
sad and the date of disposition. 

. • . 	Its the applicable provisions of 
isle 26. see Sootier' 5636. 7302 and 7325. see also 26 

CFR part 112. 



-Sim. the firearms. wed purchased by Oswald 
in the name of A. J. Ride11 our contention would be 
that Oswald caused a fietitious' entry or entries to 
be made on the records of the dealer required to be 
kept under 26 CFA 1n.51. We would argue that the 
pistol and the rifle were therefore involved in a vio-
lation of the regulations promulgated under Ch. 18, 
Title 15, U.S.C. and are subject to seizure and forfei-
ture under the provisions of 15 U.S.C. 905(b). 

The Justification for retaining possession of 
the weapons pending resolution of the forfeiture pro-
ceeding rests upon the rule that thee. Government's inter-
est and claim to forfeitable items vests at the time the 
offenses are committed, United States  v. t 12. 133 
U.S. 1, 16.  

Although the Internal Revenue Service is cpti-
mistie of success in such a proceeding, it recognizes, 
as we all doo  that the case is one of first impression 
and that we ay not pref./lie The imPortant point, how-
ever, is that the proceeding_ would provide time for con-
sideration and paseage of M.R. 9545 which) should we 
lose the forfeiture proceeding, would provide an avenue 
for - retaining the weapons. Should we win the forfeiture 
pr ar+edi 	of course RA 9545 would still serve the 
very isporiant fenctill of allowing the Goverment to 
acquire title to the many other Atoms of historical value 
delivered to the Attorney General by the President's 
Commission ell the Assassination of President Kennedy, 

(3.) TM Inter a,7 Revenue would have 
to take at least co st  constructive possession 
of' the weapons. 

2) The weapons would be returned to 
Dallas, the district in which they were 
a 

(31_ The Internal Revenue would insti-
tute administrative forfeiture- proceedings 
under the Federal Tireerms At givinggnotice 
by advertisement that such proceedings had 
commenced and any claimant could within 30 
days file a claim.. 



‘ 
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