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late l'resident- 
ministvato- 	 sc.= 	r and in the n=f of fhe 

United States, 'or de-±t 4 	_-' :nt'onal 	chive,-; of 

the United Stascs, cbject to _-e follo:7in; 
which shall co-_ C.in offort 	the livos of 

late P-res"den's 	da.:,-1..ter, Con, parents, 
and sisters, or any of tho=: 

(1) one of tIle =tr,ria7s,±id in 

("the Aopendi:: A mater4,7ls') shall be pica on olZol.f_c 
k•, 	1 isp,ey. 

(2) Access to the 	a dif: A materials shall 

permitted only to: 

(a 	sav person 
mittce ,o-F the Coness, 
or cc mission, o: fcr any oth= offcial . ,s,e-ncy of 

the United States Covern-=nt, having al:thor-ity to 

investiato matters relat-in to the 	o the 

late President, for pur000es within the 
gativa jurisdiction of s'foh cor7,-nittee, 0=iseon 

or agency. 

(b) 	ry sarics scholar or invesfi-.7al:or cc 

matte,-.0 relazit to the 	 "a-c- 
for purpoes rele7ant n his study thereof. 
Administrator shall 	 autho-ff: to 

recuects for access, or to icosC cond"oh,: 
deems a-)orc-:rf,'oo on 	COSS in or,:1-r to 

O - 	 re7.roduct'on D 7  

:_poendi:: A =atcriali. 'he dc 	Cator 

e 	e 	 e Ii of she 	 Gneral or th 	any 1:_r,:sn 

designated by the ,:_ttorney General with 

the Adminiftrattr I L rfc.lon3ibilit:es vnder 

para:.-;ra:--In IC:) (b,. 
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or to im-oosa ccr 	ions he 
on access, In ordar to -,-Yrov.ent such usa 

ApiDenx B 	riei. 

III 

(1) In orc'ler to ?reserve the Al-;en,_lin A 17.ateriaLo 

and the AT.;;-..an,ii:: 2 
2_dminiscrator is authorized to 7;hotocl;ra-.ph orozhe=f::e 

,ranrodic e anv of such materials for pur
-:)oses o 

nation in 1ieu of the cri:inals by persons , 
to nave acceos -2ursuant 	ipara:ra 1(,z.) or ? CLI  

( 2) 

paoph 1(2;  (1)) 0-•srrh II ( 2 (1'7) to 

transfarrec. 
theco, uon. 	 to 	 ra-  

tictions 5e5i4:4,d in 	is acormt.  

(1) The 	inistrtCr shall be ar-i-
led to ccr.z;lt 

with  the Kennedy family rera:,entative 
to paragra?h 17(2), ond to rely uoon such re?r:_canati-,72',0  

statements in writinz ao re-rresentins the vie:s of the 

-17,cnnedy family, in connection with the construction or 
zr,p1icat10n o: this Cent in a particular caez. 

(2)  
purposes of this a-_-ream:- ent shell be 
A successor 1.3rcone of the Y,annedy family 7-7_; he 

desisnatacl in ;Tritia: to the XzhcinistrS.tor .hccu 	to 

tine by 1 -s. Joim F.Konmed.,. In the evea:.
-. of she 

Or 	 of 2_rs. Sohn 7. 1:on-zady, any succass'-r 

be c:csi2nata2 by2._-:1)art F. 	
nsd.y. In the event 32 the 

death or disa*.-21:-y of both hrs. John F. Ks-anedy 
aa 

-  

1 
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Very truly yours, 

George C. Thomson 

I 	 COMPLETE SOLUTION GEORGE C. THOMSON 
.---; 	 ' 'I Registered Civil Engineer 

Post Office Box 489 
Glendale, Calif. 91209 

Jan. 4, 1967 (Revised) 

To Whom It May Concern: MYSTERY (Including the .identity of the murder suspect) 
HIGH IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Since writing the book, THE QUEST FOR TRUTH, in January 1965, my office has developed 
additional material in unpublished form. This work is being made available in the unbound 

., 
_, 

14= 
--.., 

.._, 

-;31....„ 

'--- 
c- 

N.) 

condition due to the author's conviction that time is of the essence. 	I have been advised that 
millions of dollars are being spent to suppress it. 

Following is a list of work and their prices: 
TITLE 	 TRANSCRIPT 	1/2 HR. TAPE 

#1 THE WINDSHIELD BULLET 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 

#2 THE STRANGE DEATH OF OFFICER TIPPIT 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 

#3 THE STRANGE "DEATH" OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD 	 $1.00 	 $7.00  

#4 THE STRANGER IN ARLINGTON CEMETERY 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 
#5 THE THIRD MAN IN THE CAR 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 

$1.00 #6 THE WALL OF SILENCE 	 $7.00 

#7 THE REAL REASON FOR THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION 

OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY *** 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 

#8 THE TALE OF THE THERAPEUTIC TAPE RECORDER 	 $1.00 	 $7.00  

#9 DALLAS AMBUSH 	 $1.00 	 $7.00  

$7.00 #10 DALLAS CROSS FIRE 	
$1.00 	 $7.00 #11 CONSPIRACY — U.S.A 	

1. 

#12 	MUNICH 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 2 
#13, TRIGGERMAN - Identifies by name the real suspect. 	 $1.00 	 $7.00 

#14 '_,MURDER DIAGRAM, 20"x34" - 22 Bullets, 5 Bodies showing 
' position of gunman with silencer guns. 	 $2.00 

Currently under review by the United States Secret Service. 

For youcinformation, a series of thirteen (13) one-half hour programs, 	including 	the above, 	is 
currently .being 	broadcast 	over 	several 	U.S. 	Radio Stations. 

NI4-1........, 
 All work will be mailed "Third Class, Postage Prepaid," unless additional postage is included 
to cover First Class mailing cost. 

 

N-, 	Tapes are one-half hour -3 3/4 speed — single track with theme music suitable for mass playing 
•-., to private groups. 

- KENNEDY 
MURDER 

* (2) This is a 10 page report with an amazing new concept of Officer J. D. Tippit's role, disguised as J.F.K. in 
presidential automobile and killed. 

* (3) This is a 10 page report with factual details that show Lee Harvey Oswald was NOT shot in the Dallas 
Police basement as shown so dramatically on television, but photographically eliminated. 

The original book, THE QUEST FOR TRUTH, is still available for $2.00, 

For those desiring the 13 transcripts plus the book "THE QUEST FOR TRUTH", plus the murder diagram, 
All are available for $10.00 including postage. 

Contrary to reports President Kennedy w. not in the Presidential Automobile and consequently, 
was not shot. 

Tippit was in the car with TWO other Secret Service men in the back seat. Photographs doctored. 
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Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Enclosed for your consideration and appropriate 
reference is a legislative proposal "Providing for the 
acquisition and preservation by the United States of cer-
tain items of evidence pertaining to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy." 

In its investigation of the assassination of 
President Kennedy, the Commission appointed by President 
Johnson examined numerous items of physical evidence 
which were used to form the basis for its report. These 
items included the assassination weapon, the revolver 
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and 
many other exhibits. This evidence and the investigative 
reports, transcripts and other working papers of the Com-
mission, have been officially transmitted to the National 
Archives by the Commission. Pending final decision as 
to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the phys-
ical evidence has been retained in the custody of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Prior to the completion of its work, the Commis-
sion requested that this Department take the necessary steps 
to provide for the retention of the essential items of phys-
ical evidence in the possession of the United States Gov-
ernment for an indefinite period of time. After full con-
sideration of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the 
national interest requires legislation which will provide 
a valid legal basis for the permanent retention of these 
critical exhibits. 

cc: Criminal 
Civil 

,)C.,Yr1-13  Budget 	
$ 

:, 
	'R LS3  

Mr. Rosetthal 11.113Go!e7 
Mr. Sanders 

The Vice President 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

DEPART,,,ENT 



In the first place, I think it is important to 
recognize that in the years ahead allegations and theo-
ries regarding the assassination of President Kennedy may 
continue to abound. This has certainly been the case 
abroad and, to some degree within the United States, since 
the publication of the Commission's report, despite the 
impressive documentation and presentation of the Commis-
sion's conclusions, To a considerable extent, such al-
legations and theories feed on secrecy and uncertainty, 
as is demonstrated, I believe, by the historical litera-
ture during the past 100 years relating to the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln. We should securely preserve 
the physical evidence to eliminate questions and doubts. 
In my judgment, a failure to retain the critical physical 
enhibits and the resultant possibility of their loss, 
destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage ir-
responsible rumors and allegations designed to destroy 
the widespread public confidence in the work and con-
clusions of the President's Commission. 

Furthermore, retention of these items would 
permit an accurate and complete reassessment of the 
conclusions of the President's Commission -if at any 
time in the future this was considered desirable. 
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges 
and various documents, were the subject of testimony 
before the Commission, during the course of which ex-
pert and other witnesses testified about their vital 
characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to 
the assassination. 

ror these reasons, i am submitting the en-
closed measure which would establish a procedure under 
which selected items of evidence could be retained and 
protected from dispersal and exploitation. The proposed 
legislation would authorize the Attorney General to de-
termine which of the items considered by the President's 
Commission are required by the national interest to be 
acquired and preserved by the United States. When the 
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Attorney General makes a determination that an item should 
be acquired, all right and title to it would be vested in 
the United States upon the filing of his determination with 
the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the 
Federal Ren:ister. The Attorney General's acquisition 
authority would expire one year after the enactment of the 
proposed legislation, and title to only those items described 
in determinations filed with the Office of the Federal Reg.. 
ister within such one-year period would vest in the United 
States. The Court of Claims would be granted exclusive 
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item 
acquired by the United States pursuant to the procedure pro-
posed in the legislation. 

In order to meet the requirements of the national 
interest as indicated, I urge the early and favorable con-
sideration of the enclosed proposal. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there 
is no objection to the submission of this legislation from 
the standpoint of the Administration's program. 

Sincerely, 

Attorney General 
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JUN 1 7 1965 

The Speaker -4110.5‘,-0 
House of Representative's 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Enclosed for your consideration and appropriate 
reference is a legislative proposal "Providing for the 
acquisition and preservation by the United States of cer-
tain items of evidence pertaining to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy." 

In its investigation of the assassination of 
President Kennedy, the Commission appointed by President 
Johnson examined numerous items of physical evidence 
which were used to form the basis for its report. These 
items included the assassination weapon, the revolver 
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and 
many other exhibits. This evidence and the investigative 
reports, transcripts and other working papers of the Com-
mission, have been officially transmitted to the National 
Archives by the Commission. Pending final decision as 
to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the phys-
ical evidence has been retained in the custody of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Prior to the completion of its work, the Commis-
sion requested that this Department take the necessary steps 
to provide for the retention of the essential items of phys-
ical evidence in the possession of the United States Gov-
ernment for an indefinite period of time. After full con-
sideration of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the 
national interest requires legislation which will provide 
a valid legal basis for the permanent retention of these 
critical exhibits. 

4.JZ 
cc: Criminal 

Civil 
Budget 
Mr. Rosenthal 
err. Sanders 

NOT INSPECTED FOR 

MAILING Fft 



In the first place, I think it is important to 
recognize that in the years ahead allegations and theo-
ries regarding the assassination of President Kennedy may 
continue to abound. This has certainly been the case 
abroad and, to some degree within the United States, since 
the publication of the Commission's report, despite the 
impressive documentation and presentation of the Commis-
sion's conclusions. To a considerable extent, such al-
legations and theories feed on secrecy and uncertainty, 
as is demonstrated, I believe, by the historical litera-
ture during the past 100 years relating to the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln. We should securely preserve 
the physical evidence to eliminate questions and doubts. 
In my judgment, a failure to retain the critical physical 
exhibits and the resultant possibility of their loss, 
destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage ir-
responsible rumors and allegations designed to destroy 
the widespread public confidence in the work and con-
clusions of the President's Commission. 

Furthermore, retention of these items would 
permit an accurate and complete reassessment of the 
conclusions of the President's Commission if at any 
time in the future this was considered desirable. 
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges 
and various documents, were the subject of testimony 
before the Commission, during the course of which ex-
pert and other witnesses testified about their vital 
characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to 
the assassination. 

For these reasons, I am submitting the en-
closed measure which would establish a procedure under 
which selected items of evidence could be retained and 
protected from dispersal and exploitation. The proposed 
legislation would authorize the Attorney General to de-
termine which of the items considered by the President's 
Commission are required by the national interest to be 
acquired and preserved by the United States. When the 
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Attorney General makes a determination that an item should 
be acquired, all right and title to it would be vested in 
the United States upon the filing of his determination with 
the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the 
Federal Register.  The Attorney General's acquisition 
authority would expire one year after the enactment of the 
proposed legislation, and title to only those items described 
in determinations filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister within such one-year period would vest in the United 
States. The Court of Claims would be granted exclusive 
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item 
acquired by the United States pursuant to the procedure pro-
posed in the legislation. 

In order to meet the requirements of the national 
interest as indicated, / urge the early and favorable con-
sideration of the enclosed proposal. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there 
is no objection to the submission of this legislation from 
the standpoint of the Administration's program. 

Sincerely, 

(-71" 

Attorney General 



CONGRESS  (Nora.—Fill In ell blank Lines ex-
cept tboee provided for the date 
and number a bill.) 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. 	  introduced the following bill; which was referred to 

the Committee on 

ILL 
Providing for the acquisition and preservation by the 
United States of certain items of evidence pertaining 
to the assassination orw6bfat John F. Kennedy. 

1 	Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

2 United States of America in Congress assembled, 

That it is hereby declared that the national interest 

requires that the United States acquire all right, 

title, and interest, in and to, certain items of 

evidence, to be designated by the Attorney General 

pursuant to section 2 of this Act, which were con-

sidered by the President's Commission on the Assas-

sination of President Kennedy (hereinafter referred 

to as "items"), and requires that those items be 

preserved by the United States. 

SEC. 2(a) The Attorney General is authorized 

to determine, from time to time, which items should, 

in conformity with the declaration contained in the 

first section of this Act, be acquired and preserved 
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by the United States. Each such determination shall 

be published in the Federal Register. 

(b) Whenever the Attorney General determines 

that 'an item should be acquired and preserved by the 

United States, all right, title, and interest in and 

to, that item shall be vested in the United States 

upon the filing of that determination with the Office 

of the Federal Register for publication in the Federal 

Register. 

(c) The authority conferred upon the Attorney 

General by subsection (a) of this section to make 

determinations shall expire one year from the date 

of enactment of this Act, and the vesting provisions 

of subsection (b) of this section shall be valid 

only with respect to items described in determina-

tions filed with the Office of the Federal Register 

within that one-year period. 

SEC. 3. The United States Court of Claims shall 

have exclusive jurisdiction to hear, determine, and 

render judgment upon any claim for just compensation 

for any item or interest therein acquired by the 

United States pursuant to section 2 of this Act: 

Provided, That the claim is filed within one year 

from date of the filing with the Office of the Fed-

eral Register of the determination by the Attorney 

General with respect to such item. 

SEC. 4. All items acquired by the United States 

pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall be placed 
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under the jurisdiction of the Administrator of Gen-

eral Services for preservation under such rules and 

regulations as he may prescribe. 

SEC. 5. All items acquired by the United States 

pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall be deemed to 

be personal property and records of the United States 

for the purposes of laws relating to the custody, 

administration, and protection of personal property 

and records of the United States, including, but 

not limited to, sections 2071 and 2112 of title 18 

of the United States Code. 

SEC. 6. There is hereby authorized to be appro-

priated such sums as may be necessary to carry out 

the purposes of this Act. 



June 10, 1965 

Re: Leg. Prog. #304 - Providing for the acquisition 
and preservation by the United States of certain 
items of evidence pertaining to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy.  

Mr. Burrus, Bureau of the Budget, today gave 

me a no objection clearance on the above legislative 

proposal from the standpoint of the Administration's 

program, provided that the proposal is amended to delete 

the references to the preservation for "public use" of 

the items and substitute references to the preservation 

"by the United States" (sections 1, 2(a) and (b), and 4), 

as suggested by G.S.A. 

Nancy A. Thompson 

CLEARANCE  



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Attention: Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman 
4117 Justice Building 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

This  will ad knowledge Mr. Clark's letter of May 10, 1965, trans-
mitting copies of a draft bill "Providing for the acquisition and 
preservation by the United States of certain items of evidence 
pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy," which 
you desire to present to the Congress. 

You are advised that subject to the agreement between your Department 
and the General Services Administration there is no objection to the 
presentation of your proposed draft bill from the standpoint of the 
Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 

Phi 	S. Hughes 
Assi 	t Director for 
Legislative Reference 

JUN 1 1 1965 

;,et; cN.a.. L 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, June 17, 1965 

All the items of evidence brought as evidence before the Warren Commission 
in its investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy would become 
subject to acquisition by the federal government under a bill proposed to 
Congress today by the Department of Justice. 

Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach said the bill, submitted to 
the Vice President and the Speaker of the House, sought to meet the Commis-
sion's request that the government be empowered to retain the essential 
physical evidence. 

Under the legislation, the Attorney General would be authorized to deter-
mine at any time within a year after the bill's passage that a specific item 
should be acquired. The bill also would permit persons who claim ownership 
to sue the government for compensation. 

In a letter accompanying the bill to the House and Senate, Mr. Katzenbach 
said that government possession of the items of evidence, including the assas-
sination rifle and the revolver that killed Dallas Patrolman J. D. Tippit, 
would save them from "dispersal and exploitation." 

"In my judgment," Mr. Katzenbach's letter said, "a failure to retain 
the critical physical exhibits and the resultant possibility of their loss, 
destruction or alteration will serve to encourage irresponsible rumors and 
allegations designed to destroy the widespread public confidence in the work 
and conclusions of the President's Commission." 

The Commission's investigative reports, transcripts and other working 
papers have been officially transmitted to the National Archives by the 
Commission. 

Dozens of items of physical evidence, from the personal papers that Lee 
Harvey Oswald carried in his wallet on November 22, 1963, to wooden crates 
from the assassin's perch in the Texas School Book Depository, have been 
retained, pending final disposition, by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Under the terms of the new legislation, any items which the Attorney 
General designated for acquisition and preservation by the government would 
thereby become federal property.   , /7 

 

Claims for just compensation could be brought in the United StateS COUrt- , 
of Claims, which would have exclusive jurisdiction to hear the claims and 
render judgment. 	 UN 21 1965 
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REChIVED 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Civil Action No. 27451 

ti. 
MARI 5 1965 

HARRY MCCRAKEN 
kamiteVrigno  

Pe. eery,  

&ceded 

14 

3 0 

v) 

Qt. 

J IN THIS COURT FILED DOCUMENT, THE ORGANIZATION. THAT WAS IN DALLAS IN AUGUST OF 
zt 

	

	1963 MAKING PLANS FOR THE ASSASSINATION IS NAMED. THE FIVE MEN WHO CARRIED OUT 
THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION ARE NAMED. THE WHY OF THE TRAGEDY AND WHY THIS EVIDENCE 

,4 WAS EXCLUDED FROM THE WARREN REPORT. 

Q THIS COURT DOCUMENT CONTAINS MANY PHOTOSTATS OF LETTERS WRITTEN TO AND RECEIVED 
FROM HIGH NAVAL AND GOVERNMENT SHOWING THAT THE ENTIRE DETAILS OF THE DALLAS PLOT 
WAS KNOWN TO THEM MANY MONTHS PRIOR TO THE TRAGEDY. 

(7-.... ro, PHOTOSTATS OF LETTERS SHOWING THAT THE NEWS MEDIA AND LEADING TV NEWS COMMENTATORS 
CO-OPERATED WITH THE COMMISSION IN WITHOLDING THIS EVIDENCE FROM THE PUBLIC. 

THIS VOLUME OF COURT FILED EVIDENCE WILL BE SENT TO YOU POSTPAID UPON RECEIPT OF \ 
$10.00. 

HERE IS THE EVIDENCE THAT 
DURING OUR LIFE TIME. 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN SAID WOULD NEVER BE MADE PUBLIC 

File 
THE AMERICAN 	 HPW 
POST OFFICE BOX 2924 
LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS 

41.1-̂ t4nies. * 

A NONPROFIT, NONSECTARIAN GROUP OF DEDICATED AMERICANS DRIVIN41FORani 7 ..065  
THE RETURN OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE UNDER GOD AND THE CONSTITUTION 

ay.. RIGHTS DIV 

ri 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

May 28, 1965 

IN REPLY REFER TO: IT \LIPS. 

Mr. Melvin M. Diggs 
	 Acc. No. "- 	—1 21 

United States Attorney 
Northern District of Texas 
Dallas, Texas 75221 

Dear Mr. Diggs: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the four cartons of depositions 

referred to in your letter of May 21, 1965. 

Thank you for.forwarding the records to us. They will be placed 

with the other records of The President's Commission on the 

Assassination of President Kennedy. 

Sincerely yours, 

c; rrl pd~ Ieris J. 	7r. 

Lewis J. Darter, Jr. 
Director 
Records Appraisal Division 

cc: 
Mr. Howard Uillens' 
De-at. of Justice 

DEPARTMENTOF.JUSTiCEI 
Ae; /2, jp, 

. • 

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



RECORDS 

Hial:njk 

John W. Douglas 
Assistant Attorney General 

Division 
Attention: Stanley D. Rose 

iHerbert E. Rottman 
Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 
Legislation to provide for the 
acquisition by the United States 
of items related to the assassination 
of  President Kennedy (Leg. Frog. 304)  

May 25, 1965 

'e• 

understand that litigation has been instituted 
in Denver, Colorado, to require the United States to turn 
over to the alleged owners the rifle and handgun used by 
Lee Harvey Oswald on the occasion of the assassination of 
President Xennedy and the murder of officer Tippett. 

As you know, the subject legislative proposal was 
submitted to the Bureau of the Budget for clearance on May 

1965. We anticipate an early clearance and submission 
of the legislation to the Congress. 

Please keep us informed as to developments in 

the litigation. 

, Airspri7,„ 
kiAjz.  IA 6,

sj 	
ED F.0,0  

I  RA. a .4 
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RECEIVE71  
Nay 13, 1965 

Kr, Wayne C. Gruver 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives Bldg. 
Washingtonv  D. C. 

CAI !VI I. ve-11.". 

la: The President's Commission on the 
Noimusinetion of President Kennedy 

Dear Hr. Grover: 

1k:der separate cover I as sending four cartons by 
registered nail. These cartons contain copies of the 
unedited depositions of the witnesses :atm testified for the 
Commission here in Dallas. 

I consider these work papers of the Commission and believe 
they should be included with the other materials of the 
Camaissles which have been placed in the Archives. 

Please acknowledge receipt of these cartons. 

Sincerely yours 

elvin IL Diggs 
United Ste 

Stroud, 	Latent 
United States Attorney 

Hr. Howard Willene 
Department of Justice 
Wahington, D. C. 20530 
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MAY 	1955  

Honorable Kermit Gordon 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Gordon: 

ta compliance with the provisions of the Bureau 
of the Budget Circular Number A-I3, there are enclosed 
copies of a legislative proposal to be transmitted to the 
Congress "Providing for the acquisition and preservation 
by the United States of certain items of evidence pertain-
ing to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy." 

It will be appreciated if you will advise this 
office as to the relationship of the proposed communica-
tion to the Program of the President. 

Sincerely, 

Ramsey Clark 
Deputy Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Jack Rosenthal 
Mr. Barefoot Sanders 
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I don't think we need be as curt 

as I first thought This letter will 

placate the proud wife only slightly & 

she will still wonder why the President 

didn't write personally or award her 

husband a medal. 

FROM 

2107 6/4/64 
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'TUVE 	2 955 

Mrs. M. N. McDonald 
530 Southport Drive 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Mrs. McDonald: 

I am glad to acknowledge your letter of 
April 30, 1965, addressed to the President. 

It is apparent from the accounts of your 
husband's actions in connection with the apprehension 
cf Lee Harvey Oswald, as set forth at length in the 
Hearings before the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy, that he performed 
his duties as a law enforcement officer in the best tradi-
tion of the public service. The people of this Nation are 
indeed indebted to Patrolman McDonald and his courageous 
colleagues in the Dallas Police Department for their prompt 
arrest of Oswald in the Texas Theatre on November 22, 
1963. 

Please extend my congratulations to your 
husband. 

Sincerely, 

FRED M. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

cc: Mr. Rosenthal 
Chrono. 
Records 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Cella 
Mr. Willens 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

ROUTE SLIP 
(To remain with correspondence) 

Date: 	 May  10,  1965 
Mr. Jack Rosenthal 

TO:  Department of Justice 

Prompt handling is essential. Correspondence should be answered or other necessary action taken within 48 
hours after arrival at the department or agency. If any delay is encountered, please telephone office of the 
undersigned. 

Please handle the attached correspondence as indicated below: 

A. Reply on behalf of the President. 	  

B. Draft for presidential signature 	  

C. Draft for undersigned's signature 	  

D. Other: 

(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from this office 	  

(2) For suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate handling 	 XX 	 

(3) For your information 	  

(4) For comment 	  

Furnish this office with a copy of your reply. Yes 	 No X  

Return the original correspondence to this office. Yes 	 No X 

GPO 18-76420-1 

By direction of the President: 
/2-- 9=/7  

Frederick L. Holborn 	CEPAT;TS1_-nr OF JUST:CE 
Special Assistant in the Whit,e,Houe 

4u. 	JuN Ili 1965 

PECCK BRANCH 
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530 Southport Drive 
Dallas, Texas, 75201 
April 30, 1965 

The President 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

My husband is Patrolman M. N. McDonald, who is the police 
officer who risked his life and was accredited with the 
capture of the Presidential assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, 
in the Texas Theatre on that terrible day here in Dallas. 

Sir, I have wondered many times why you haven't acknowled-
ged my husband's devotion to duty. I am respectfully re-
questing that you take notice of this fact and make it 
known, to our Country and to the World, that our government 
recognizes bravery and the deed that he accomplished with-
out hesitation. The job is thankless enough as it is. 

So far, my husband has been honored by the Colorado Police 
Protective Association, The National Police Officers 
Association of America, The One-Hundred Club of Boston, 
Massachusetts, The Dallas Citizens Traffic Commission and 
the Dallas Police Department's Medal of Honor. 

Sir, many, many people throughout the country have asked me 
and wondered why the Federal Government hasn't brought forth 
recognition, as I have also wondered. 

Sir, would you please satisfy my curiosity, as well as the 
curiosity of many other people? 

You might think this letter to be unethical, coming from the 
wife, but I must be reassured that my husband is worthy and 
receives the honors that are surely his. 

Thank you Mr. President, for taking a few minutes of your 
valuable time to read my letter. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Yours faithfully,_ 
! DEPARTMENT OF .:USliCE h 	 , . r  . 

, 	/: 	r  ' 
0 	JUN 10 1965 	Mrs. M. N. McDonald 

r 
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Mr. J. Lee Rankin 
36 West 44th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Rapid= 

Thank you for your letter of April 27, 1965, 
enclosing a copy of a letter to you from the Chief Justice. 

I am glad to have this indication of the Com-
mission's strong desire that the physical evidence relating 
to the proof of the participation of Lee Harvey Oswald it] 
the assassination of President Kennedy should be retained 
by the United States Government. Once the Department's 
proposed legislation is transmitted to the Congress, I 
believe it would definitely be desirable for an appropriate 
statement of the Commission's position to be made to the 
responsible Committees. 

I shall be glad to send you a copy of the proposed 
legislation as soon as it is finalized within the Department. 

Sincerely, 

Attorney General 

cc: Records 
Chrono. 
The Attorney General 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Willens 
Mr. Belcher 



J. LEE RANKIN 
36 WEST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 19036 

MURRAY HiU.. 7-2924 

April 27, 1965 

c: 

Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I received 
from the Chief Justice with regard to a letter he received 
from attorneys Kilgore & Kilgore of Dallas, Texas, regarding 
the Oswald guns, together with my response to Messrs. Kilgore. 

I talked to Mr. Waggoner Carr about these letters 
and my proposed response, and he said he was in complete agree-
ment with the Commission's position that all of the physical 
evidence relating to the proof of the participation of Lee 
Oswald in the assassination of President Kennedy should be re-
tained by the United States Government for an indefinite period. 

Should you decide to recommend legislation on this 
subject, I am sure that the members of the Commission, or myself 
if they desire it, will be pleased to cooperate in urging that 
such legislation be passed. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

"(?! J. Lee Rankin 

/  .;-- 2 • --- 7 / 	; 

' 	
-...._..--J 

DEPART:C_:iT :1: ;JJ:CF. R  i 

28 31 	t h-i 	1. - ,Y- 	E  .. . 	cc, 1  l 

XVIDI:EYG:14:1ii1:711  .. 	_.,_____ 
OiM:NAL-iii.,N, c2i:iii.'..LC. 
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April 20, 1965 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin, 
33 West 44th Street, 
New Yor'lc, New York. 

Dear Lee: 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I received from Kilgore & Kilgore 
which I talked to you about ye-sterday. It concerns the two weapons of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

I do hope that the Department of Justice will not relinquish the 
weapons because it is important Pa have them in their present condition 
in order to support the testirncuiy of the experts before the Commission. 
Also, I have no doubt that if re/eased they will find their way to some 
collection which will be used commercially to exploit the. a.ssassination 
of our President. 

I would appreciate it if 'you :would make whatever reply .is neces-
sary to Kilgore & Kilgore. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 



LAW OFFICES 
KILGORE--6, KILGORE 

24?- FLOOR ADOLPHUS -TOWER 

DALLAS 2 ,TEXAS 

AREA CO C. 2'4 

RIVILIISTIAX 6- 6184 

CAOLL ADOFti5, KILGORE 

The Honorable Earl Warren 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of the'prnited'Eta es 
Washington 	C.- 

Dear p'us 
• 

Our client Mr John 	King has purchased from the 
Estate of Lee Harvey Oswald two weapons and related'equip-, 
ment which Werei:exhibits in the Warren Commission hearings, 

We are,writing to you:because the Justice Department • 
has indicatedin conversations:with our client t:lat 
not Certain; it has any .authority to delil:.er the weapons to, 
the,owner',.. • We would hope that you, as Chairman of the 
,Warren Commission, Or'the:,Commission as a body would be' 
willing to make sonic dispodition of these Commission exhib4.; 
its. which are:nolonger needed for tie Commission's purposes. 

;t is our,'understanding. t12 t the guns in question were 
received by the Federal ^Bureau c:sin.vestigation upon its re-, 
eipt to the Dallas Police. Denal-tment. It is also our .under-

standing that it is custom..lry fo:.-  law c-,fc-cemerlt ::fficiaLs 
so receiving prcperty to -±.- =rn it ro 	 -Lsfcia.1,3 to 
wham. the receipt 	jr;cen 	bellev.e 
disPosition of 4-1.-_e 	 tae 
to qivE.-: ii,,:.,3=uctionL,  that th,2, 

wel-t 
c..asa,• 	DaLlas 

_Tcy , 

   



     

     

Ti774777 

L. 

It.GORE & KtLGOR 

'0 

   

The Honorable Eail Warren 
April 16, 1965 
page 2 

.So far as we = car. detarmine,. the only claim which:any 
governmental ..agency -may havehad with respect to the weapons-
in:guestion waS:the rightaf.  temporary custody in the Warren.  
ComulissiOn'white these ggna were pertinent to its investiga- , 

VQS, atic, has be,,n:,7,cmpinted. 

Frte fihd it diffictilt to believe that any goVernmental 
agency will retire Mr.'ging:to go to the expense and dif-

,ficUIty of bringingf an'actj.on tfarecoVer his property. It 
neverthelessaPpeara that such an action may be necessary. 
If the '.0tgrics0;017C+aoesm0 planto take any action with 
resnecttOtheretUrrOi:tf the eXhibits, we suggest that it 
would be:desirable from -0:1e,'6mmissiOnse:point of view as 
well s vir King's to have 6,disclaimer by the Warren Com-
'mission so as1to avoid ,joining any parties who actually 
make no claiM . to:ownership.• If..rthis matter is to be left 
in the hands, of the t,Ttistiee ,DePartment for its inaction, 
would the Commiea.iptOtindly:'fuinish.'a disclaimer or some 
order.-'affirMatiVely"Jndieating that it no longer claims 
he 'r ight:-to custody of - these exhibits 

theeV,ent that 	 f.: yOtfr Commission should itself 
to::41eXrpinethe.proper.,ofaners,to'hom the-  exhibits'
e re ut4ece,i4ill . be m6st .,happlofurnishatl.necesSary- , 

dOCuMentatiOt of Mr King's •. ,•• 	 • 

Respectfully yours, 

t  
• 

Wfil1fisrefi C.: Garrett: 
MG nil 
cos . Mr. Joseph J. Cella Jr._ 

criminal Division 
Department of ,,Justige 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. John J. gins 
The Alaska Companv.  
;616 Glenarni,,,  

aver , 	',r 



April 27, 1965 

Kilgore & Kilgore 
24th Floor Adolphus Tower 
Dallas 2, Texas 

Attention: Mr. William C. Garrett 

Re: Oswald Guns 

Gentlemen: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of 
April 16th to the Chief Justice of the United States. 

On behalf of the President's Commission for the 
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy, I wish to advise 
that all of the physical evidence relating to the proof of 
the participation of Lee Oswald in the assassination of 
President Kennedy was returned by the Commission to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Commission did inform 
the Bureau that it was its view that all of such physical 
evidence should be retained by the United States Government-
for an indefinite period. 

The Attorney General of the United States has been 
advised of this position of the Commission and is being sent 
a copy of your letter and this response. 

Very truly yours, 

J. Lee Rankin 



JWD:SER:ega 

Mr. Ramsey Clark 
Deputy Attorney General APR 14 

John W. Douglas 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

Leg. Prop. 304, 89th Cong. Draft 2ill 
for acquisition of items involved in 
President Kennedy's assassination  

Pursuant to your request, the above draft bill has 
been examined. A summary of the bill and this Division's 
views on its merits are set forth below: 

Civil Division Position: This Division has no objection to 
the submission of this bill. 

A Summary of the all: The bill begins with a declaration 
that the national interest recuires that the United States 
acquire and retain title in certain items of evidence which 
were considered by the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy. The Attorney General 
is to determine which items shall be acquired and the list 
is to be published in the Federal Register. Upon such publi-
cation, title vests in the United States. Jurisdiction is 
conferred upon the Court of Claims to hear and render judg-
ment upon any claim for just compensation for any item so 
acquired by the United States. Suit must be brought within 
one year of the date of publication in the Federal hegister 
of the determination of the Attorney General. All items so 
acquired are to be turned over to the General Services Admin-
istration. 

Views on the Merits:  This Division would probably be charged 
with responsibility for defending the suits in the Court of 
Claims filed under this bill for just compensation. There 
would be no peculiar litigation problems in this type of liti-
gation. However, we do assume that the actual vesting proeram 
would be under the supervision of either the Attorney 
General's office or the Criminal Division. 

One comment appears appropriate. 1,11en property is 
taken by the United States for public use, the orcinary prac-
tice is for the Government to make a tender of payment. The 
Office of Legal Counsel appears to believe that this practice 
should be avoided in this instance because of the potentially 



embarrassing and unwelcome negotiations that might arise 
over specific objects. Certainly these situations can be 
imagined. With respect to those objects which may have 
developed a significant commercial value, such as the 
rifle of Lee Oswald, it is clear that the Court of Claiss 
mould be the most desirable form in which to reach a fair 
value. Accordingly, we agree that no administrative 
claims program should be established for this purpose. 

Sec. 3 of the draft which confers jurisdiction on 
the Court of Claims to render judgment on claims for just 
compensation does not make it clear that this jurisdiction 
is to be exclusive and not concurrent with the District 
Courts up to $102000. Since we believe the intent is to 
make this jurisdiction exclusive, it seems best to add the 
word HEXolusiveit as the opening word of the section. 



	

DJ-96a 	 DEPARTMENT cIF JUSTICE 

	

(Rev. 7-17-63), 	
R-O- UTINL SIP 

TO f 	NAME DIVISION BUILDING ROOM 

I. 

• 

• 

PER CONVERSATION 

AS REQUESTED 

AND FIL 

 OUR INFORMAL 

111 SIGNATURE 	 III COMMENT 	 MI 
MI APPROVAL 	 III NECESSARY A 	ION 	I/ 

II SEE ME 	 MI NOTE AND T or- • 	WROTE 

.... wP• MI RECOMMENDATION 	NI CALL ME 

am  ANSWER OR ACKNOWL-
EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

ma  PREPARE REPLY FOR 
THE SIGNATURE OF 

REMARKS 
,z=-..‘..e...;:f? 

3 

t 
ec, c7  oy 

ge----f-L2ie--o5.40tZ•el 

/-4€-,We  

} 

e7--',-1  

... i 

. ) 

--Zee, Zr- 	G.?‘---Z- 

"Zs: 	aZe....0474  
1 	.. 	• 
BUILDING, ROOM. EXT. DATE 

. 	. 

Mil 
rf All 

-alditilL-40 

IT 

- 

;622 



PER CONVERSATION. 

0, AS REQUESTED_ 

QNQrE AND FILE 

EITOUR ENT OE NATION 

FROM: 
a 

Howard R. Willens 2107 4/19 

• DIVISION BUILDING 

EDGE ON OR BEFORE 	  

PREPARE REPLY FOR 
S NATURE' OF . A 

DA T E' 

orz your informati 

SIGNATURE:  

.APPROVA 
• • 	. 

SEE ME . 	. 
'RECOMMENDATION.,  

ANSWER OR ACKN OWL.. 

or 



17) 	 A 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEaTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO 	: The Files DATE: April 13, 1965 

MAJ:ehd 

Mr. Raupach of the F.B I 

-FROM : Mildred A. Johnson 
Attorney 

SUBJECT: George Cecil Thomson 
1528 Canada Boulevard 
Glendale, California 

On April 13, 1965 I talked to Mr. Kenneth Raupach 
concerning the subject individual. He said the F.B.I. had 
numerous contacts with the subject individual commencing in 
October 196i. He has written various books including one 
entitled"The Quest of Truth" and another "A Critical Look At 
The Warren Report". Mr. Raupach said that the F.B.I. sent a 
communication to all its field divisions in December 1964 con-
cerning this individual. It seems he prepared a 106 page treatise 
in an attempt to prove his theory concerning the Kennedy assassina-
tion. This treatise was entitled "How President Kennedy Really 
Was Killed" and it takes issue with the scientific examination 
conducted by the Commission, etc. His work is completely falla-
cious and it was of no value to the assassination investi tion. 
The F.B.I. has interviewed him in the ._st and 

The information was furnished to the President's Commission. 

/A 	-■ // 
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