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Items of Evidence
Pertaining to the
Assassination of President Kennedy
which should be retained
permanently by the

U. S. Govermment
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_w Brown leather holster (CE 1i4) ) : e

e i

Physical exhibits of lee Harvey Oswald which the Commission wishes to retain:
¢ 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, with telescopic sight, Serial No. C2766 (CE 139)
1 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge from building (CE 141) o

2 638h88p?cmh&;ith and Wesson revolver, Seria.l No. V510210, Assembly No.
52 CE 143

 Two .38 Special cartridges obtained from Secret Service (CE 145)
{» Suspect's shirt (CE 150)

4 Gray Jacket (cE 162)

Blue jacket from depository identified by Mrs. Marina Oswald as being
€ property of Lee Harvey Oswald (CE 163)

g Replica of sack (CE 364)

/9 Bracelet inscribed "lee" (CE 383)

) Bullet from stretcher (CE 399)

)¥ Four .38 Special cartridges (CE 518)
;3 Barrel cast of Oswald's rifle (CE 540)

g 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano Italian military rifle, Serial No. UC 5209,
with telescopic sight (CE 542)

¥ 6. 5 mn. Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book Depository
Building (CE 543)

¢ 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book Depository
Building (CE 5Sul)

7 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge case from Texas School Book Depoaitm'y
Building (CE S45)

(€ Bullet fragment from President's car (CE 567)
14 Bullet fragment fram President's car (CE 569)

10 Shim from under front end of telescopic mount (CE 576)
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y! Shim from over telescopic sight at rear (CE‘ 5TT)
v~Shim from under telescopic sight at fromt clamp (CE 578)
»3.38 S & W Western cartridge (CE 587)
vy Components of a .38s5&W Western cartridge (cE 588)

((38 Se&)W Remington-Peters cartridge and components of similar cartridge
CE 5399

b -38 Special Western cartridge and components of similar cartridge (CE 599)

((3:% gpec)zial Remington-Peters cartridge and components of similar cartridge
91

v$ Five cartridges from Oswald's pocket (CE 592) ‘

+4 Four .38 Special cartridge cases from Tippit murder scene (CE 594)
30 TeXt cartridge cases from Oswald's revolver (CE 595)

41 Bullet from Officer Tippit's body along with button from his uniform (CE 602)
4 Bullet from Officer Tippit's body (CE 603)

73 Bullet from Officer Tippit's body (CE 604) |

44 Bullet from Officer Tippit's body (CE 605)

1¢ Test bullets from Oswald's revolver (CE 606)

4l Cardboard box from Texas School Book Depository Building (CE 648)
47 Cardboard box from Texas School Boock Depository Building (CE 653)
3/ Cardboard box from 'I"ems School Bock Depository Building (CE 654)

% Three small lead particles foﬁnd on rug underneath left jump seat of
President's car (CE 840)

¢ Lead residue found on inside surface of glass of windshield (CE 841)
4! Small fragment of metal from wrist of Governmor Connally (cE 8k2)

mo metal fragments removed from the President's head at time of autopsy
™V (cE 843) |
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¢ 3 Brown billfold with Marine group photograph (FBI No. 11k)

+f Wallet belonging to lee Harvey Oswald containing: JFBI No. Bl) .
1. Social Security card #433-54-3937

2. Selective Service Notice of Classification SSN 41-114-39-532

. USMC Certificate of Service

. Fair Play for Cuba Committee Ident. card, Natiomal Card
. Selective Service Registration Certificate

. Hotel card

. FPCC Membership card, New Orleans Chapter

. ID card, US Forces in Japan

10. Dallas Public Library card

11. 'Three photographs

O - O\ FW

12. Slip of paper with three addresses, The Worke, The Worker and

Russian Embassy

. Department of Defense Service ID card #W, 271,617 USMC #1653230

y¢ Bus transfer, bracelet inscribed "I.ee;" key, ring, narrow black belt

with buckle and property receipt (FBI No. D35)

¢( Mail order coupon in name of A. J. H:Ld.eu used to order .38 caliber
gun from Los Angeles (CE 135)

"Tag Repair" #1.8374 for "Oswald" obtained ﬁ:om Irving Sports Shop,

7 Irving, Texas (FBI No. D1k8)

¢¢ Blanket (CE 140)

" (4 Test bullets from Oswald's rifle (CE 572)

{ ) Bullet fram Ceneral Walker's home (CE 573)
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President Kennedy's possessions

President's coat
President's shirt

President's tie
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~ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 /ﬂ\ s010-107 -— 2
MAY 1962 EDITION 3\ { )

TO ° Assistant Attorney General DATE: March 1, 1965
Criminal Division

FR?M ! Commissioner

Y rd Immigration and Naturalization Service

SUBJECT: Marina Oswald Request for Document
ATTENTION: Mr, Stuart Pollak

Reference is made to the request by Marina Oswald that she be
furnished a copy of her visa for publication as part of a book she is
writing. This document was published as Exhibit 1776 and again as
Exhibit 2656 in the Reported Hearings of the Warren Commission.

While this Service does make available to any individual copies of
documents which he has submitted to this Service, such as the application
for a visa, it would not do so in the case of an internal document or
report. The visa, issued by the Department of State and furnished to this
Service in connection with an entry is in the latter category.

Mrs. Oswald may be advised that the document will not be furnished
her.

3 ! ‘det //cjzs?" ’/9/ |
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3% ,L' Pﬁ MAR 16 1955 %
RTCOXDS BRANCH

qulLS.ShwhgxfbndsE@gukn%yontbel%wnﬂYSavb%plﬁbn



A Cymoe D S

¥r. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Atterney General
Department: of Justice

Constitutien Avenue and 10th Street N.W.
Washingten, D. C. 20530

Dear Sir:

Recently, I requested the return of certain personal prepertiy
from the lecal office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
This effice informed me that this preperty had been turned

ever to the President's Cemmissien On The Assassinatien, and
that when the Commission terminated its werk all the exhibits
were depesited in the Natienal Archivesm and that the Cemmissien
had requested an opinien frem the Attorney General regarding
the dispesition ef these exhibits. Also, it was suggested that
I write te the Atiorney General asking for the return of this
preperty. T

The specific exhibits which I need now and the immediate return
of which I new request are as follews: ,

Commissioen Descriptien
Exhibit Numben
SBRT, 129 Marinag Oswald's birth certificate.
o 111 Soviet marriage certificate of Marina and lee
Harvey Oswald.
I 1112 Soviet birth certificate of June Lee Oswald,
bern February 15, 1962.
3t~ v 1776 Immigration visa and alien registratien
LAY | issued on May 24, 1962 for Marina Oswald.
Ve Vet 2656 Immigration visa and alien registration for

ol
i

SERTIFTED O_% 5 Zé/ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .i

FEB 1 1985 : RECORDS BRANCH
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husband, Lee Harvey Oswald, a request for its return to me was

4 . } N\( Hy [ »
L I ; e A

¥arina Oswald dated June 13, 19672.

Regarding all the personal preperty of mine and that of my late

e o o i

made to the Commission en June 11, 1964 by William A. McKengzie, -NR,
my attorney at thatt time. This request is quoted on page 419

of Velume V of The Hearings Before The President's Commission.

I repeated this request in a letter to Mr. J. Lee Rankin, Chief
Counsel for the Commissien on September 20, 1964. Az yet I

have net received an answer to these requests,

Respectfully yeours,
X 2w Placana Qa/czéé/

Mre. Marina Oswald :
ARG

40/ FEB 1 1965

v | CRIMINAL-GEN, CRrT 858
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

—
Memorandum

Assistant Attorney General DATE: March 1, 1965
Criminal Division : ~

Commissioner
Immigration and Naturalization Service

Warren Commission Reports and Working Papers
ATTENTION: Mr, Stuart Pollak

In connection with the Oswald investigation three documents were
removed from her official records of this Service pertaining to Marina
Oswald and furnished to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. These docu-
ments were:

Application for Immigrant Visa and Alien Registratiomn
Application for a new alien registration receipt card
Fingerprint Chart

The Bureau was asked to return the documents to this Service for
retention in Mrs, Oswald's file. I have been advised that the question of
the disposition of these and other documents in the files of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation Laboratory has been referred to your.office.

It is recommended that these original documents be returnéd to this
Service,

[RG—

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE {’;

22| APR 7 1965
RECORDS BRANCH
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ! . DEPARTMENT OF jUSTICE

Memorandum - T - (3

TO : Howard P. Willens, First Assistant patg February 25, 1965
Criminal Division -
FRO : Stuart R. Pollak SRP:lrr
Staff Assistant 129-11
Ng ;
SUBJECT:

I am returning the attached certified copies of the three
Commission Exhibits (CE 129, CE 1111, CE 1112) which we requested
. from the F.B.I. to forward to Marina Oswald. These can be sent
to her with the explanation that consideration is being given to
the appropriate disposition of the originals of these three docu-
ments.

Before a letter to Marina can be prepared, however, it will be
necegsary to await a letter from the INS regarding the other docu-
ments) (CE 1776, CE 2656) which she requested. It appears that
both of these exhibits are in fact the same documents, given two
exhibit nurbers by the Commission. The document is a form which
Marina gave INS officials when she entered the country at New York
in 1962; the documents belongs in the INS files and under normal
circumstances would never be returned to Marina. I have been
discussing this matter with a Mr. Wack of INS who has promised a
letter setting forth this information. (Mr. Wack says that the
original is in fact in the possession of the FBI and he would like
the Department to approve the return of this document to the INS;
however, the Bureau has previously advised that they do not have
the original of this document.) Hence, after we receive the letter
from INS we should inform Marina Oswald at the same time that we
send bher the above three certified copies, that she is not entitled
to the return of the Immigration document which she seeks.

Attachments

Uh /27— /{

3\\{“, DEPARTMENT OfF JUSTICE
9l APR 8 1355 7

RECORDS BRANCH / F,




Mhmhmsmﬁm
setirtod




.h.
e gt

e o 1A o C i s
Yoo g

AT L 71

Fec i ey

2 AEY S48







rint













N

PVt







PN , L =

UNITED STATES GOVER~MENT S DE. «RTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

: Carl W. Belcher, Chief DATE: March 8, 1965
Generdl Crimes Section
Criminal Division ' JJc:b
: Joseph J. Cella ' .ZS'L/
’ 4

President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy;
disposition of exhibits.,

Following is a draft bill with only slight changes suggested
from "Alternative 1" by Mr. Pollak under date of February 11, 1965.

An Act

‘ To provide for the preservation of exhibits to the Final
Report by the President’s Commission on the assassination of
President Kennedy.

1. It is declared that it is in the national interest to
preserve for public use the exhibits to the Final Report submitted
to the President by the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy as objects of national significance for the
benefit of the people of the United States.

~}'""—~——-\\ 2. The Attorney General, for the purpose of effectuating

the fSedewmy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the
following powers and perform the following duties and functions: or 44 ?ﬂﬁt

(a) Acquire in the name of the United States - i
gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, all.documentary
evidence or physical objects, or any interest therein, which
constitute the exhibits to the Final Report submitted to the
President by the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy.

(b) Transfer custody of all property, so required
to the Administrater of the General Services Administration
for deposit with the National Archives of the United States
for continued preservation by the United States.
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3. The United States District Court for the District
of Columbia shall have jurisdiction over any proceedings for
the condemnation of any property authorized by this Act.

Lh. There is authorized to be approé%ated for carrying
out the purpose of this Act such sums as the Congress may from
time to time determine. -

47
s
i

B

Comments

Mr. Pollak's Section 1 and Section 2(a) describes the objects
as "documents and physical objects that were considered as exhibits o
to the Report,” etc. I am not certain what this means. Either -4
these documents and physical objects are exhibits or they ', S
It would seem to make no difference whether they were "considered" :
as exhibits or not.

B S

Sectian 2(b) of Mr. Pollak's draft would transfer the
property to the Archivist of the United States. It would
probably be more accurate to transfer the property to the
Administrator of General Services. Cf. sections 391 and 397,
Title LI, U.S.C.

Section 3 of Mr. Pollak's draft directs that c¢ondemnation
proceedings, instituted by the Attorney General, shall be conducted
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. Wouldn't it
be more appropriate to confer jurisdiction on that Court?

Section 3 of Mr. Pollak's draft also would make applicable
Rule 71A of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. That Rule
would automatically apply. Perhaps it was included so as to
permit the exception with reference to the commission of three
persons, appointed by the President. With respect to the suggested
finality of the Commission's decision on compensation, I think it
is established beyond question that the amount of compensation in a
condemnation proceeding is a judicial question. Further, I don't think
this situation calls for any special reference to a Commission. If
the Court should feel that one is necessary,.Rule T1A itself makes
provision for the same. Cf. United States v. Merz, 376 U.S. 192 (196L).
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As I understand it, commissions are used only in large governmental
projects so as to relieve the burden on the time of the Courts.
Determination of the issues in any proceeding authorized by this
Bill would be far from complex or time-consuming. In addition,

we might desire to appeal, too. '

Section 1 of Mr. Pollak's Malternative 2% goes into more

‘detail concerning the public use. It seems to me that the phrase

"the examination of which may be necessary adequately to appraise
the conclusions", etc. Tue==gptztwwert is a little less than
positive and I doubt if it adds much to the Bill.

Section 2 of "alternative 2" would give the President's
Commission power to determine which objects should be acquired.
I assume we'd want to keep all exhibits. If not, we would have
the power under "alternative 1" but wouldn't have to exercise it
as regards every item. So, there may be some doubt whether
Section 2 of "alternative 2" would serve any useful purpose.
Further, publishing a list of the property in the Federal Register
Seems unnecessary. The Rules make provision for service by personal
service or by publication.

Mr. Pollak raises some questions under "additional considera-
tions.” (p. 3)

1. I do not know whether there are materials other than
exhibits which we wish to condemn. Mr. Rankin's letter would seem
to indicate not.

2. I don't see the necessity for regulations regarding
the manner of preserving the property. I have added, "for
continued preservation by the United States." If they are
turned over to the Administrator the normal procedures of the
Archives would follow without more.

3. If a Commission provision is to be included I don't
see what necessity there is for departing from the present
procedure under Rule 71A(h) whereby the Court appoints the
Commission.
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Judicial review would follow whethe

T or not we make provision
for the same. '

L. If the Commission proposal is used and the President
appoints the Commission, I suppose some provision should be made
for remuneration of the members.

5. It seems to me all that is necessary is to give
Congress the authority to appropriate funds to pay for the
items, if necessary. In that case, all this Department would
have to do is include an item covering such expenditures in
its request for appropriations.
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' GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington 25, D.C.

Pedruary b, 1965

IN REPLY REFER YO:

Attoeney st Law
DS Tl Malpma Tover REC Vap
& B | B8 1965

mmmmmars&me, 1965.

As the items sbout vhich you write arve in the possession of
the Department of Justice, I have referred youwr letter to
agency for reply.
' Bincersly yours,
| :;\?;‘ yﬁ{ﬂ{f;@fﬁ

&qﬁ-c.m :
Axrchivist of the United

(o34
Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzenbach '
Attorney General
SR/
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

4] fE8 8 1965
RECORDS BRANEH

BESTIR IS SAK s L8 T
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LAW OFFICES
KILGORE & KILGORE
24TH FLOOR ADOLPHUS TOWER : 4
DALLAS 2,TEXAS
February 2, 1965

AREA CODE 214
RivERaing (- 6704

GABLE ADBRASE) KILBORE -

RECEIV=T N

. ' o -3 105
Mr. Wayne C. Grover _ B! v 1365
Archivist of the United States
National Archives and Records Service
8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Re: Certain Weapons Included among
Warren Commission Exhibits

.Dear Sir:

I am writing on behalf of our client Mr. John J. King.

Mr. King is the present owner of the following two weapons
and related equipment which were exhibits in the Warren
Commission hearings:

RIFLE: Caliber 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Italian

military rifle, Model 91/38, serial number
C2766, with attached 4-power telescopic sight stamped
"Ordnance Optics Inc.," "Hollywood California," to-
gether with two-piece sling strap and cartridge clip
marked "SMI" "952," as more fully described on pages
553 through 555 of Appendix X, Report of the Presi-
dent's Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy, and identified as Exhibit #139 of that Com-
mission. :

REVOLVER: Caliber .38 Special Smith & Wesson Victory
Model revolver, serial number V510210, as
more fully described on pages 558 and 559 of Appendix
X, Report of the President's Commission on the Assas-
sination of President Kennedy, and identified as

q
o
4
A

Exhibit #143 of that Commission, together with "the " 37

holster for said revolver. . o mlz,ﬂ_f_‘__/l
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KILGORE & KILGORE . : - - B 4> o

Mr ., Wayne C. Grover
February 2, 1965
page 2 -

Mr. King desires to obtain delivery of his above-
described property, and he has seen press reports indicating
that your office has possession of such property. Mr. King
acquired ownership by purchase €from Mrs. Marina M. Oswald,
community survivor of Lee Harvey Oswald. He 1is, of course,
willing to furmnish all necessary documentation of his ocwner-—
ship, including instructions from Mrs. Oswald. c

In connection with his acquisition of this property,
Mr. King agreed not to cause or permit public exhibition or
display of the same during the lifetime of Marina N. Oswald,
and he further agreed to use his best efforts to prevent such
exhibition or display by others. Accordingly, he requests
assurance from you that this property will not be publicly
displayed pending delivery to him.

Mr. King is a gun collector and not in any way a publie
figure, and he would appreciate this matter being handled

without publicity. ‘

Would you kindly let us know when and where Mr. King may
receive delivery of this property and inform us as to any re-
guirements you may have with respect to his proof of ownership?.

Very truly yours,

Uy 004 C o]

William C. Garrett
WCG/rm .

cc: The Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzenbach
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice
Washingtén, D. C.

Mr. John J. King ‘

The Cortez 0il Company o
1700 Broadway

Denver, Colorado
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UNITED STATES GOV}{}MENT ~£PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

TO  : Carl W. Belcher DATE:
JJC:pem
129-11

FROM : Joseph J. Cella

SUBJECT: Disposition of Weapons Included
Among Warren Commisslon Exhibilts

Attached is the letter of February 2, 1965,
from Kilgore & Kilgore of Dallas, Texas, to the

Archivist of the United States in which this law €

firm makes demand for the surrender of the possession
of the rifle and revoclver to their client one Mr,
John J. King, who apparently has acquired ownership
of the weapons through purchase from Mrs. Oswald.

In the early stages of this matter I dis-
cussed disposition of these weapons with Mr. George
Adams of Alcohol and Tobacco Tax particularly with
reference to the proposition that they are forfelit-
able to the United States under the Federal Firearms
Act, 15 U,S.C. 905(b). Mr. Adams at that time, I
believe, had secured the approval of Mr, Ritter to
proceed along these lines. The theory would be this;
Section 905(b) provides that any firearm involved in -
any violation of the provisions of the Federal Fire-
arm Act or any rules or regulations promulgated there-
under is subject to seizure and forfeiture.

Under 26 C.F.R. 117.51, each licensed dealer
in firearms must maintain a complete and adequate
account of his records reflecting the disposition of
firearms disposed of in the course of his business,
Entrées in such records must be made at the time of
each transaction and these records must be retalned
on his premises for a period of not less than ten
years, The records must include the disposition made
of each firearm including the name and address of
each person to whom sold and the date of disposition.
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. records of the deal

. the district in which they were seized (the Bureau
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Since the pistol and rifle were purchased by Oswald
in the assumed name of A, J. Hidell, Oswald caused
the fictltious entrze or entrdges to be made on the

r. Therefore, the plstol and
rifle were involved in a violation of the regulations
and are subject to selzure and forfelture. The
procedure would include the following:

(1) The Internal Revenue would have to take
at least constructive possession of the weapons,

(2) The weapons must be returned to Dallas,

could malintain actual physical possession at all times).»,.m

(3) The Internal Revenue would institute
adminisgstrative forfeiture proceedings under the Federal
Firearms Act glving notice by advertisement that such
proceedings had commenced and any clalmant could within
30 days file a claim,

(4) Any claimant could come in within 30 days
and flle a claim and cost bond whereupon the matter
would go over to the United States District Court.

(5) If the matter is transferred to the United
States District Court a lliable would be filed by the
United States Attorney.

(6) The only issue involved before the District
Court would be that of forfeitabllity.

(7) The District Court would not have the
power to remit the forfelture. Only the Attorney General -
of the United States would be authorized to do so.

I discussed thls matter with Mr. John McCarron
of Alcohol and Tobacco Tax on this date (Mr. Adams has
reassumed his prior duties) and Mr. McCarron advised me
that he will take the matter up again with Mr, Ritter.
They will wait to hear what our further wishes are. Mr,
McCarron presumes that a conference wlll be necessary.
He further stated that this would be a case of first
impression but feels reasonably certain that we would
prevail particularly if the matter 1s presented to Judge

Huocnres-hagees of the Unlted States District Court in Dallas.

Mr. McCarron also stressed the necessity for prompt
~action,
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VNITED STATES GOVERNMENT % DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
TO :Carl W. Belcher DATE: January 21, 1965

129-11

FROM :@Joseph J. Cella
SUBJECT: Disposition of Personal Property

now held by President's Commission %

I have read Mr. Weinrebfs memorandum of December 11, 196k
and must confess that into my life more than a little rain has
fallen.

What the memorandum says on the first two pages can be
accepted as gospel truth. The principles there expounded have
been recognized since earliest times. See, e.g. Lewis, Law of
Eminent Domain, 2nd ed., Vol. I (1909); Mills, Eminent Domain,
2nd ed., 1600, And, of course, real estate is not the only
property subject to condemnation under the power of eminent
domain. 1/ But I can find no instance where items of personal
property, unconnected with land condemnation or having to do 2/
with the exercise of the war power, etc. hawe been condemned.”
-I suppose, and there is broad language in the de cisions to
that effect, that the sovereign has a right to take anything
provided just compensation is paid and provided the taking is
for a public use. And I suppose further that if the Government
can condemn land for historic-site purposes it does not make
too much sense to say it cannot do the same with respect to
personal items of historic value.

If public use and purpose are one and the same thing,
there should not be any problem about condemmation here. The
public use would be to preserve these significant items of
personal property so that the history of a dark day in the life
of this country would be preserved.

I/ United States v. New River Collieries Co., 262 U.S. 341 (Navy
requisitioned coal under a war time Act), United States v. Buffalo
Pitts Co., 234 U.S. 228 (trapntion engine used on a reclamation
project); West River Bridge Co. v. Dix, 47 U.S. 507 (bridges taken
as part of a public road); Dillon v"Uhited States, 230 F. Supp.
487 (lawyer's services); Smith, Inc. 7. United States, 145 F. Supp.
216 (Ct. cl.) (trucks); Daily v. United States," 50 F. . Sunp. 659
(Ct. ¢l1.) (Crops of squash on land in constru




On the other hand, no public use would be made of these
articles in the sense that the term "use®™ is employed in all other
instances. I imagine the articles would be placed in the Archives
of the United States. If so kept, the public would hardly be
entitled to the "use™ of the same either by display or otherwise.

But what is most troublesome is whether it is worth it
to ask Congress to enact a law in this respect. 2/ Congress may
or may not pass such an Act. L/ But the whole issue and every
item of personality involved will be fully paraded before the
public.

Mr. Weinreb states that he is not delighted with the
idea of Tippit's button and Marino's bracelet finding a permanent
place in the Statutes at Large as well as the Archives. Assuming
Congress would authorize the condemnation of these articles with-
out specifically naming them--and there wouldn't seem to be too
mach difficulty about that--the Govermment would still have %o
condemn the same with the result that the reported decisions
would forever carry a case entitled, "United States v. One Button
and One Bracelet, etc." with the full facts set out in the plead-
ings, at least.

2/ It was once thought the state had an original and absolute
ownership of the whole property possessed by the individual members
of it, antedating their possession of it, and that their possession
and enjoyment being later derived from a grant by its sovereign,

it is held subject to a tacit agreement that it may be resumed,

and all individual rights to it extinguished by an exertion of the
sovereign power. This thought, now discarded, would not apply at
all to personal property which, in most cases, is entirely the
creation of its individual owners.

3/ Under the Historic Sites Act (16 USC L6l et. seq.) the

Secretary of the Interior is authorized to acquire by gift, pur-
chase, "or otherwise" any property, personal or real, etc. This
Act, of course, does not authorize condemmation of personal property
although it has been held that the authority to acquire real estate
conferred by the enactment of a statute after the Act of August 1,
1888 (LO USC 257), the general condemnation statute, carries with
it power to condemn. Barnidge v. United States, 101 F.2d 295, 297
(c.A. 8, 1939).




What we are really concerned about are some nineteen (19)
items listed at page 8 of Mr. Weinreb's memorandum. I still think
the Commission, the Government and all concerned would be better
advised to turn these items over to Archives for the purpose of
preserving the same as a part of the investigative record which
can be and, indeed has been, brought into question from various
sources. It is not beyond the realm of possibility that after-
discovered evidence might spell out a conspiracy which, of course,
would not terminate so long as the conspirators are taking any
action to conceal the conspiracy. Rules of evidence change as
men change, procedures change and no one living today can say
with any assurance that our whole system of criminal jurisprudence
won't change.

I think, too, that we are better off following this pro-
cedure for the reason that should the ouwner of any item of the
personal property involved desire to contest our action, the
burden would be on him or her and the controversy would involve
one or two items instead of numerous ones if we should condemn
them. Frankly, I can't conceive that the Bank Depository, for
example, would bring an action to recover these cardboard boxes
and even if it did we are no worse off th4n before. We would
have a valid defense, we could ask a court to impound the articles
and, as a last resort, we could seek legislation.

With the guns administratively forfeited, as heretofore
suggested, there isn't too much left for anyone to expend much
effort on. 5/

In short, I believe it would be a waste of time and effort
to have legislation enacted.

A suggested response to Mr. Rankin is attached.

E/ Most articles of this nature are acquired by the Government
through gifts, bequests, etc. The Government lost a quiet little
suit to a portion of the Lewis and Clark papers. First Trust Co.
v. Minnesota Historical Society, 146 F. Supp. 652 (D. Mimn., 1956),
aff¥d 251 F.2d 686 (C.A. §, 1§§9). The Govermnment there claimed
ownership of the papers, however.

5/ Mr. Weinreb suggests the Internal Revenue be contacted regard-

Ing the forfeiture of the guns. This was done on many occasions.
In fact, the suggested procedure originated with A & TT.

Attachment
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 19, 1965

Howard Willens:

As per our conversation,

attached is a copy of our
reply to Mayor Robert Johnson

of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
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Honorable Robert M. L. Johnson
Mayor of Cedar Rapids

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Dear Mayor Johnson:

Thank you for writing me concerning the records of the President's’
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy which have now been
deposited with the National Archives of the Unitéd States.

The Commission's Report of its findings and conclusions and the
26 additional volumes containing the testimony, depositions, affidavits,
coples of investigative reports and of the documentary and photogfaphic
exhibits on which the findings were based, contain the relevant facts
concerning the assassination of President Kennedy. No pertinent facts
have been withheld and none are now cloaked with secrecy. Since no
transcript was made of "off the record" testimony, publication of this
evidence is, of course, impossiblef

The Commission records in the National Archives will be administered
under the same laws, executive orders and regulations that apply to other
Government archives. Restrictions on use of any unpublished records of
the Commission are not necessarily imposed because of cons;derations of
national security. As in the case of all such investigations, numerous
innocent persons having no connection with the subject of the investiga-
tion are involved in the reports. It would'be quite improper to release
information of this nature_:hat would needlessly embarrass or damage

innocent third parties. For this reason, ag well as the fact that the




2
techniques and sources of investigatory agencies must be protected, reports
of investigation and similar materials are withheld from use, except with
the permission of the originating agency, for a period of 75 years.

The application of this policy to the records of the Commission

appears to me to be required by the public intarest.

File
.~ HPW
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530
12 January 1965

Address Reply to the
Division Indicated
and Refer to Initials and Number

RECEWVED

( JANT 3 775 ]
7, o/

N/ O’?NEY GENET

The Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Office of the Attorney General
Department of Justice

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Acting Attorney General:
Thank you for your letter referring to my
work on the staff of the President's Commission
onn the Assassination of President Kennedy. I
am sure you appreclate how much such a letier adds

to my satisfaction with the work that I 4id for
the Commission.

Sincerely,

Zlogd L UWecuned

Lloyd L. Welnreb

; 27/?“5 5
R T /-y

. b . 3
Lloyd L roi™e g DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | * /
£ Justice B
i 50K 1) w8 e
RECORDS BRANCH
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"GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

GEMERAL SERVICES
ADMIMISTRATION {Y

F o %

IN REPLY REFER TO:

January b4, 1965
o

National Archives and Records Service
Woashington, D.C. 20408

HIM:CWB:kg
Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. '
Assistant Attorney General "P.\
Crimingl Division QO
U.S. Department of Justice C;») ;({, Q:}
Washington, D.C. 20530 /%,/ 7, /3\
%,

Attention: Mr. Carl W. Belcher ' <, % <

Chief, General Crimes Section /’27
Dear Mr. Miller: d/&%

This is in reply to your letter of December 28, 196k.

It is my understanding that Mr. Herman Kahn of this agency has
discussed with Mr. Carl Belcher the questions raised in your letter.
There are enclosed electrostatic copies of the documents from our
files that Mr. Belcher has requested.

The list entitled, "Items of Evidence, etc." was prepared by Dr.
Alfred Goldberg, formerly of the gtaff of the Warren Cormisgion.

Sincerely yours,

) e
; A e . -
, /Cl/(fazécif/, CZ;{ wt "
Wayne*C. Grover
>< Archivist of the United States
BEnclosures

2y

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | ¥,

%%, ?EZ JAN € 1965

| RECORLS BRANCH

Keep Freedom in Vour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds

-



S0 mids will acknowledge your letter of October 30, 1964, concerning

| - ——
’. . :
- SRR\ .
’ 7\ ”.-) N o
.\ " A . »-‘4 : ) ,' \.’ ’4 ‘_

_ NOV 12 1964

< Honoreble J. lee Rankin =
. General Counsel R
" President's Commission on the
- Apsagsination of President Kenne:tr

7 200 Maryland Avemue, N.E.
- Washington, D.C. 20002

the pending transfer to the National Archives of the records of the
Prcaidgnt'n Comnission on the Assassination of Pregident Kennedy.

- I have been informed that in accordance with the sugpestion con-
tained in your letter you have alreedy been visited by Mr. Hermon

~ Kahn of this agency, vho will cooperate with you in the transfer of
the Commission's records to the National Archives and in the perw
formence by the National Archives of the duties that will arise as
the resuli of thia transfer.

I am sure you koow that we are anxiocus to help the Commission in
any way that we can in the liquidation of its work.

Sincerely yours,
IR S .. BERNARD L. BOUTIN
— - o . . Adminpistrator

Ofﬁcial file = / - ’ ' S . S
B

Day file - N A -

eading file - NL : : o ' [

N .
‘ W.C. Grover
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Presipent’s Commission _ ‘
. ON THE LR
AssAssINATION oF Presroent Kennepy o -
. %0Maryland Ave. NE. 0 0 T 0
EARL WARREN, » : : - Washington, D.C. 20002 T e ?NKIN. C T
RICHARD B. RUSSELL ' " . Telephone 543-1400 o :
JOHN SHERMAN COOPER . T T A A S Tos oy
:'353"," R FORD ‘ R R Jme TN S e = :
. MeCLOY . ; ST [N T R A - .
ALLEN W. DULLES 8 ( G B “0CT 30 1364 g or Fox
S : ' & BTSRRI Eﬂgoticn - [0 1anzo.
) Propars SoLly
» ‘ . SR for sigmiurs cf
.. Honorsble Bernard L. Boutin Lo oo | Furndah Soproof
.r+ Adwinistrator, General Services o R R?plir :’0 T
coT Administration I . Cop? also sent ta
' Vashingtom, D. C. 20405 o ) B -

.- Dear Mr. Boutin: S Acknorledse wittin 4S hourg 0
. or Reply By /0~ o

As you knaw, the Connnission to report upon the assassination

~ of President Joln F. Kennedy has reported its findings and conclusions
- to Preaident Johnson. The Commission's report was released to the

public on September 27, 1964; release of the twenty-six volumes of
hearings in November is now planned. I intend to close the Commissionts
Washington offices about chengber 15. ‘ T

I am concerned about the manner of handling inquiries from

the Congress, the press, and the public regarding the report and hear-
. ings after the Commission's offices are closed. I will of course be

available on the telephone to answer questions after my return to New
York. However, it would seem very desirable to designate an informed
person here in Washington to handle the inquiries and coordinate
responses thereto. .

Since I understand that the Commission's records will be trans-
ferred to the National Archives, it occurred to me that an Archives
staff member might serve as the focal point for handling such inquiries.
If you agree, it would be desirable to have this individual spend some
time with me and Commission staff during the next few weeks so that he
might obtain necessary background information on the report and liear-
ings. I would be glad to discuss this matter further with you or the

; " members of your staff.

Sincerely,

J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel
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Warren Commission Files
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Dear Mr. Rankin:

- Thave today received the report of the Commission
on the Assassination of President Kennedy, thus

‘- bringing to completion the careful study which was
+ initiated on November 29, 1963,

. While the work of the ‘Commission has now been - ‘
. completed, there remains the task of winding up its =
. - affairs, preserving essential records, and bringing
. administrative matters to an orderly conclusion.

) f I appreciate very much your willingness to continue
: for a short period to work with the Administrator of ~ - - ' . 1.7

. 7" General Services to accomplish this task, and by this .- . ...
., letter I authorize whatever help and support may be L

- necessary for this purpose.

In my letter to Chief Justice Warren I have tried to
© - express something of the debt which I think all
.. Americans have to the Commission, and to all those
. who assisted in its work. Let me now send a word
.. of personal thanks to you for your own great contribu-
_ tion to the successful completion of this heavy task,

.. The Honorable J. Lee Rankin
-7 General Counsel
.- - . President's Commission on the L BRI
" Asgsassination of President Kennedy =~ =~ ° . - .
~ .’ .~ 200 Maryland Avenue, N, E. T
R Washmgton, D C. A LT




g "Praviosnt's Coumtssion -
: o . on rup L
Awasunarion or Presiotny Kanneer - .

1ite sseignment in sccordance vith Executive Order No. 11130

‘of November 29, 1963, berevith subaits its final report.
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