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1. XCEP YELLOW CORY. 2, SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBON INTACT.

—

ROBT. H. WEST — COUNTY SURVEYOR

160 COLRT HOUSE ¢ DALLAS 2, TEXAS e« RI8-45981

——

Federal,Bureau,o£~Investagation|

- % Inspector Leo. J. Gauthier
. Washington, D, C. e _J

3-29-65 .. ...

For the Warren Commisslion, I mmde
2 plat on Elm, Houston & Main Sts
in the City of Dallas, Texas, I
believe this plat was dated May

24, 1964 and is called Warren
Commission Exhibit No., 882. Due to
the time elimate, I was unable to’
have any prints made for my files.
You promised, as soon as the hearing
was completed, that you would send
my some prints. If you will, please
send me 6 prints of the above
survey plat. :

Thanking you for your kind con-
sideration in this matter, I

remain,
As sver<52%22:27<<:;

INSTRUCTIONS TO SENCQER:

S IGNED

INSTRUCTIGONS TQ RECEIVER:

1. WRITE REFLY. 2. DETACH STUE. KEEP P'NK COPY, RUJMPN WHITE COPY TA SENGER.
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J LEe RANKIN

38 WEST 44TH STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036

MURRAY HilLl 7-2924

April 9, 1965

Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr., Attorney General:

I am enclosing a copy of an inquiry from Mr,
Waggoner Carr, Attorney General of Texas.

He 1is asking whether the murder weapon and other
possessions have been returned to Oswald's widow. I have
advised Mr. Carr that I was forwarding hls inqulry to the
Department of Justice for reply.

For your own information, the letter from the
Commlssion to the Federal Bureau of Investigation regard-
ing the personal property that the F.B.I. had obtained in
connection with its investigation of this matter, informed
the Bureau that in the opinion of the Commlssion all of
the physical evidence relating to the proof of the partici-
pation of Iee Oswald should be retained by the United States
for an indefinite period.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,
. '
el LT e B
,!/j,v' A [ "‘, J‘ Lee Ran
s /947‘// |
S i DEPARTIMENT Uf,HSﬁCE} g
85 APR 12 1965
s Y U Qoo 5‘3""*;&‘”:-’6 - T'
‘ *

ORNTY GLNERAZ— ’
cﬁmlwmﬁ-&——-—j.
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WacGoNER CARR

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

SUPREME COURT BUILDING

AUSTIN 11, TEXAS April 5, 1965

Honorable J. Lee Rankin
36 West 44th Street

New York City, New York 10036

Dear Lee:

I have received some inquiries concefning the return
of the Kennedy murder weapon to Oswald's widow. I

have seen nothing in the papers here but apparently
there has been an item on it.

Inquiries pertain to why this weapon was returned to
her and I must admit I am a little surprised that this
has been done.

Will you please supply me with the reasons for the re-
turn of the weapon so I may be prepared to answer these

inquiries. Were all of his possessions returned to her?

Yourp very truly,

Waggoyef Carr
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HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH., CHAIRD .
CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX. THOMAS H. KUCrade CALIF.
ALAN BIBLE, NEV, GORDON ALLOTT, COLO.
FRANK CHURCH, IDAHG LEN B. JORDON, |DAHG
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA MILWARD L., SIMPSON, WYO.
PRANK K. MOSS, UTAH . L. MECMEM, N. MEX,
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. DAK, PETER H. DOMINICK, COLO.

- -

1'3 N

CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ.
GEORGE MC GOVERN, $. DAK,
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS,
MERBERT $. WALTERS, TENN.

JERRY T, VERKLER, STAFF DIRECTOR

AVlnifed Diates Henale

COMMITTEE ON
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

A
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RESPECTFULLY REFERRED TO: Congressional Liaison

Justice Department
Washington, D. C.

REt The gun used by Harvey Oswald

to kill President Kennedy.

PLEASE GIVE THIS INQUIRY SUCH CONSIDERATION AS THE
ATTACHED COMMUNICATION MAY WARRANT,

THANK YOU VERY MUCE FOR THIS COURTESY, AND I SHALL
LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR EARLY REPLY.

Sincerely yours s

(oot Heton_

GAYLORD NELSON
; U, 8. Senator

GN/g
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DALLAS — (@ — Court-
appointed appraiscrs put a
$10,000 value on the mail or-
der rifle Lee Harvey Oswald
used to kill Pres. Joan F,
Kennedy and the pistol he
carried at the same time.

A bullet from the pistol

T A
LmTITNM TR

YU NSl e
Killed city policeman J. D
Tippit as he sought to arrest
Oswald.

Probate Judge F. W. Bart-
lett Jr. accepted the valuation
and appointed Mrs. Marina
Oswald, the assassin’s widow, *
community administrator of
the property Friday.

An assistant of Bartleti,
Harry McKay, said he under-
stood from counsel for Mrs.
Oswald that a gun collector
had offered $10,000 for the
two guns. The rifle cost Os-
wald $12.95.

William Blalock, Mrs. Os-
wald’'s lawyer, said he felt
the Justice Department should
relinquish the weapons but
he didn't know what would

be done to bring this about.
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WAsSHINGTON, D .= o 2051

FIELD OF PFICES =

Congress of the United Stateg  rwrsomrwmaourer =ow

TELEPHONE NO.: D= I ntP 2.0

TWashington, B.C.

June 2, 1965

l?‘,z';v'\{.__;‘ o
Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. pa ¥ BV NS
Assistant Attorney General o
Department of Justice 2 Helol~y

Washington, D.C. 20530 S

- A O B -
DT e P
Dear Mr. Vinson: ‘ N “}l'i/f 37

This is in further reference to your reply to my letter
concerning the disposition of the weapon used in the
assassination of President Kennedy. 1 agree that it is
regrettable that someone in the Department of Justice
released information which your policy would not permit
you to furnish to a Member of Congress.

Your courtesy in assuring me that I will be kept informed of
your progress in drafting legislation is appreciated as is
your graciousness in tendering your apologies. 1 would be
grateful for advice on what progress you have made in
identifying the source of the story and any measures taken
to prevent a similar lapse in coordination and adherence to
your information policy in the future.

szncerelyf,”
o

- / a,.‘:-;..a‘, /
’ / " X . iv,&f

Qi' Del Clawson
Member of Congress
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Alternative 1

An Act

§1 It is declared that it is a national policy to preserve
for public use the documents and physical objects that were considered
as exhibits to the Report su?mitted to the President by the»President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, as objects of
national significance, for the benefit of the people of the United
States.

§2 The Attorney General, for the purpose of effectuating
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the
following powers and perform the following duties and functions:

(a) Acquire in the name of the United States
by gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, aﬁy
documents or physical cbjects, or any interest therein,
which was considered as an exhibit to the Report of
the President's Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy.

(b) Transfer custody of all such property to the

Archivist of the United States.
§3 Proceedings instituted by the Attorney General to acquire

any property by condemnation as authorized by this Act shall be con-

ducted in the District Court for the District of

be governed by the procedures prescribed by Rule

Rules of Civil Procedure:

2

provided, however, that

Columbia and shall

Tl1A of the Federal

the determination of
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the issue of just compensation shall be by a commission of three

persons, appointed by the President, whose action and report shall

be determined by a majority, and shall be final.

§4 Appropriation (Compare 16 U.S.C. §466)

Alternative 2

§1 It is declared that it is a national policy to preserve
for public use those documents and physical objects considered as
exhibits to the Report submitted to the President by the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, the examination
of which may be necessary adequately to appraise the conclusions
reported by the President's Commission, or which may be of historical
value to the people of the United States.

§2 The members of the President's Commission shall have the
pover to determine those documents and physical objects the preservation
of which is necessary to effectuate the policy of Section 1 of this Act.
A list of all such property determined by the President's Commission

suck
to be necessary to effectuate gzga policy eB2Qnx Acek shall be published
in theﬂFederal Register.

§3 The A?torney General, for the purpose of effectuating the
policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the following

powers®
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Alternative 3 . Q{ . e

§1 It is declared that it is a national policy to preserve
for public use those documents and physical cobjects considered as
exhibits to the Report submitted to the President by the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, the examination
of which may be necessary adequately to appraise the conclusions
reported by the President's Cormission, or which may be of historical
value to the people of the United States.

§2 The Attorney General #, for the purpoée of effectuating
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the

following powers:
(a) To designate those documents and physical objects,
the preservation of which is necessary to effectuate
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act.
(b) To acquire in the name of the United States
by gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, all

(o Les gouded
documents or physical objectik or interest therein,

4!
hority tion of thls Act ’“ s ‘“”“‘ ”*“Jf?/ !
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(e) ,ZQansfer custody of all such property to ﬂ§?¢ JEe e B i v
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Archivist of the United States. i [ SO DAk fﬁ§
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§3 Proceedings instituted by the Attorney General to acquire
any oroperty by condemnation as authorized by this Act shall be con-

ducted in the District Court for the District of Columb%}/and shall
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be governed by the procedures prescribed by Rule 71A of the Federal

Rules of Civil Procedure; provided, however, that the determination

of the issue of just compensation shall be by a commission of three
persons, appointed by the President, whose action and report shall
be determined by & majority, and shall be final.

§4 Appropriation (Compare 16 U.S.C. §466).
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(a) Acquire in the name of the United States
by gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, all
documents or physical objects, or interest therein,
designated by the President's Commission under the
authority of Section 2 of this Act.

(b) Transfer custody of all such property to the

Archivist,of the United States.
§h See §3 of first alternative.
§5 See §4 of first alternative.

Additional considerations:

1. Are there any materiéis other than exhibits which we
wish to condemn?

2. Should the Attorney General be given authority to prescribe
regulations regarding the manner of preserving fhe property covered by
this Act? Should the Act specifically provide that the normal regulations
of the Archives shall apply?

3. ©Should the commission to determine just compensation be
selected by the Court rather than by the President? Should the members
be nominated by the President and appointed by the Court? Should judicial
review of the commissions determination be provided for? Would a statute
allowing the executive to select a commission which is to render an
unreviewable de?ermination of value give rise to problems of due process?

L. Should the statute provide for the rég&%eration of the members

of the commission to skexm determine just compensation?
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5. As to Section 4 of the first alternative, should we provide
that Congress is authorized to apﬁropriate funds, or should we designate
a special existing fund from which payments shall be made? If the
former, should we include in §2 the proviso found in 16 U.S.C. §462(4d)
to the effect that no obligations shall be assumed prior to congreésionél
authorization? Should we include such a proviso for any amount over a

specified dollar amount (e.g. $250) for any one item?


















Summary of Views of Intercsted Federal Agencies
Concerning the Disclosure to the Public of Materials
Delivered to the Natlonal Archives by the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy.

In response to inquiry by the Department of Justice, the federal
agencies which submitted reports or other materials to the President’s
Commission expressed the following views regarding the disclosure of
these materials to the public,

1. Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation recognizes that materials furnished by it for use by
the President’s Commission, except those which were classified for
reasons of national security, are in the public domain. Mogst of the
material furnished by the Bureau was unclasgsified. Security classifi-
cation was necessary in some instances to0 prevent the identification
of confidential informants, to protect the secrecy of confidential
investigative techniques, to avoid disclosure of information showing
the Bureau's coverage of the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C.,
and to maintain the classgification imposed by other agencies on
information furnished by them to the Bureau. The Bureau believes
that classified material should be disclosed only to persons having
the necessary security clearance.

The Bureau believes that another problem is presented by
unclagsified material, some of which contains reports of rumor,
gossip, and similar data involving innccent people. Some of this
unclassified material contains the results of extensive investigations
of Mrs. Marina Oswald and various asscciates of the Oswalds., Dis-
clogure of such material, the Bureau believes, would be a source of
unwarranted embarrassment to the people concerned. Some material
contained in unclassified documents was furnished to the Bureau in
confidence by sources such as banks and hotels. The records of
these sources cannot be produced except pursuant to a court order.
Public disclosure of this information might cause t:2 Bureau to lose
the cooperation of such sources in the future and m:zht subject the
sources to civil suit. | / 25 -2 o

} DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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A separate problem is presented by records of the Bureau's
investigation of Mr. Jack Ruby, whose conviction for the murder of
Oswald is still under review in the Texas courts.

The Bureau, which has retained records of all material furnished
to the President’'s Commission, is prepared to examine all classified
documents in order to extract the classified information and make the
remainder available o the public. In addition, the Bureau is prepared
to review the classificaton of all classified documents at least once
a year and at any time in response to a specific inquiry comerning the
classificadon of a partdcular ‘document.

While pointing out the problems noted above concerning undisclosed
material, the Bureau makes no specific recommendation concerning such
items.

2. Secret Service. The Secret Service recommends that access
to its investigative reports furnished to the President’s Commission
remain restricted for all reports in the following categories:

"(1) Reports affecting national security.

"(2) Reports which reveal the extent of Presidential pro-
tection or protective techniques.

"(3) Reports mendoning innocent persons having no
connection with the subject of the investigation
that would needlegsly embarrass or damage the
innocent parties.

"(4) Reports containing information given to us in confidence
which, when investigated, was found to:

(a) have no connection with the assassination;

(b) be untrue, yet the reports would be
embarrassing, both t0 the supplier of
the information who may have acted in
good faith in view of the importance of
the subject matter of the investigation,
or to the person concerning whom the
information was furnished; e. g., derogatory
remarks about President Kennedy attributed
to persons before and after the asgassination.

S
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"(S) Reports containing information from confidential
informants from which readers might draw an
. inference, erroneously or correctly, as to the
{dentity of the confidential informant. "

The Secret Service has indicated its willingness to examine the
reports furnished by it to the President's Commission for the purpose
of determining which items may be made available to the public now
(including declassification, if necessary) and which may be made
available at some future time less than 75 years hence. It has also
recommended an annual review of the necessity for continuing
restricdons on particular items.

3. Post Office Department. The Postal Inspection Service fur-
nished documents and Infarmation to various investigative agencies
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Secret Service.
It believes that the receiving agencies should determine whether or
n ot such documents and information should be disclosed.

The Inspection Service submitted directly to the President’s
Commission a summary of its activities, which was not a classified
document. The Service has no objection to the publication of this
document, but believes that the approval of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Secret Service should be cbtained. The Inspection
Service furnished to the President's Commission "copies of the front
and back of POD Form 2153-X, dated September 18, 1963, covering a
publication 'OGONEK' addressed to Mr. Lee H. Oswald, Box 2915,
Dallas, Texas." The Service believes that these copies should not
be made generally available at this time.

The Service has indicated its willinoness to examine any documents
furnished Ly {t to the President's Commission for the purpose of deter-
mining whether they can be released to the public.

4. Central Intelligence Agency. The Central Intelligence Agency
believes that items furnished by it to the President’'s Commission and
withheld from the public domain under security controls should not be
excepted from the normal 75-year period of nondisclosure. The Agency
cooperated fully with the President’'s Commission and made every effort
to release material furnished to the Commission for the public record.
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Wherever {t was possible without jeopardizing the national security
or this country’s posture abroad, security classifications were
graded down. Because of this policy, very little of the material
furnished by the Agency is now withheld from the public. The
criteria which were applied in determining whether or not to release
information were: (1) the evidential value of the information in
question; (2) the protection of sensitive sources and methods of
operation; and (3) the posgibility of international ramifications in
view of the fact that most of the material was acquired abroad,
particularly in Mexico and the U.S.S.R. None of the withheld
material has a direct bearing on the assassination of President Kennedy.

The Agency believes that the national security requires the con-
tinuance of restrictions on withheld documents and that this interest
outweighs all other considerations. It recommends that at the end
of the 75-year period another security appraisal be made before
such documents are disclosed.

5. Department of State. The Department of State made every
effort to cooperate with the President's Commission in releasing to
the public all significant information concerning the assassination
of the President. In'a small numbker of cases, the publication of
documents was restricted in order to protect coding systems, in
the interest of national security, to avoid personal embarrassment,
or because a later revision of a draft document containing the sub-
stance of the draft had been releaged for publication. (Where coding
was involved, the full substance of the document in question was made

- available for publication.) A few documents were classified and have

been restricted accordingly.

Some of the material which has not yet been made available could
probably be released if necessary. It will probably be possible to
release other material within the next ten years. In cases where a
document was furnished by the Department but originated with another
agency, the approval of the originating agency should be obtained. The
Department is prepared to examine material furnished by it to the
President's Commission now and on an annual basis hereafter to
reevaluate the necesgsity for nondisclosure.
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6. Department of Defense. The Department of Defense has
examined material at the National Archives which has been identified
as furnished to the President's Commission by the Department. Some
of the material, consisting of investigative reports and other material
relating to individuals, is of a kind normally not disclosed to the public.
In view of the exceptional nature of the work of the President's Com-
mission, however, the Department does not object to the disclosure
of this material, all of which is unclagsified. If further material is ;
later identified as originating with the Department of Defense, the
Department requests an opportunity to review such material before "
it is discloged.

7. Internal Revenue Service. The Internal Revenue Service hag
no objection to unrestricted public examinadon of documents con-
cerning matters included in the public record by the Report of the
President’s Commission.

Tax returns which have not been made a matter of public record
are protected from disclosure by Sections 6103 and 7213 of the Internal
Revenue Code and by SIJ.S.C. Section 22. The President has statutory
authority to disclose such protected information, but the Service recom-
mends that in accordance with the spirit of the statute, tax returngsnot - - - -
made matters of public record not be made avallable for general
ingpection.

A determination concerning other items furnished to the President’s
Commission should be made on an individual basis. Many documents
reflect protected tax return information. Others contain information
which would indicate the identity of a confidendal informant, which is
scandalous and not relevant to the subject of the Commission's inquiry,
which consists of unconfirmed allegations by third parties, or which
discloses the Service's policies respecting collection, auditing, settling,
or prosecuticn. The Service has traditionally maintained a policy of
nondisclosure of information of this sort and believes that the public
recognizes the necessgity for this policy. The Service believes that
disclosure cf material of the kind indicated would not add significantly
to the comprehensive report of the President’s Commission or to public
information corcerning the assassination of President Kennedy.
Accordingly, the Service believes that no putlic {nterest would be
served by disclogure. The Service believes that except in exceptional
circumstances, documents of which portions must remain undisclosed
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be restricted in their entirety. If documents containing deletions

are released they are likely to prompt curiosity about the deletions
and may produce charges that significant information ig being with-
held. '

As a means of agsuring the public of the thoroughness of the
Commission's investigaton, the Service suggests that letters
received by it from the President's Commission requesting docu-
ments, along with transmittal replies, be made available for
inspection. Clearance to disclose such letters would have to be
obtained from the President’s Commission, the originating agency.

The Service has indicated its willingness to inspect material
furnished by it to the President’'s Commission now and at pericdic
intervals to determine whether such material may be made availakble
to the public. It suggests that material be withheld only if: () dis-
closure is prohibited by law or agency regulations; (2) disclosure
would be detrimental to the administration of the laws administered
by the agency concerned; (3) the material relates to scandalous
{information unrelated to the assassination; (4) the material con-
sists of unsubstantiated information or allegations; or (3) the
material could embarrass or damage innocent persons without
gerving the public interest in full disclosure of information
pertaining to the assassination of President Kennedy.

8. Immigration and Naturalization Service. The Immigration
and Naturalization Service has previcusly authorized the President’s
Commission to publish all documments furnished to it by the Service.
Accordingly, the Service has no objection to the immediate disclosure
of all such documents to the public.
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From

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Deputy Attorney General ...... ... .o un. ..,
Solicitor General ........ ... .iiiiiivn... .o
Executive Assistant to the Attorney General ...
Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust...... .o
Assistant Attorney General, Tax ............
Assistant Attorney General, Civil............
Assistant Attorney General, Lands...........
Assistant Attorney General, Criminal ........
Assistant Attorney General, Legal Counsel,...
A.ssistant Attorney General, Alien Property...
Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security .
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights .....
Administrative Assistant Attorney General...

Director, F'.B.I. ................. e
Director, Bureau of Prisons .......c.00vu..
Comrmissioner, Immigration and Naturalization
Pardon Attorney ... ..oocvveceransoncanaes
Parole Board ...... ...,
Board of Immaigration Appeals ....... e een .
Director, Public Information ................

Records Administration Office...............

MEMORANDUM

April 6, 1965
— Mr. Willens:
] Howard,
] This looks all right to me, but does
" the Chief Justice's letter change it? I haven't
| seen the letter.
] HFR
Nl
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DEPARTMENT OF JUS’i‘ICE

Memorandum

TO . Mr. Harold F. Reis, Executive Assistant pateE: April 5, 1965

OFFICE g

FROM . é Howard P. Willens, First Assistant,
T3
/ 7,

\to Criminal Division

susjecr:  Public Availability of Materials Delivered th the FF 5
National Archives by the President's Com '§>9n 1965 *

on the Assassination of President Kennedy. ’%@
SO GENERYY

Attached is a proposed memorandum from the
Attorney General to Mr. Bundy in response to the latter's
request of January 18, 1965. As you will recall, this
Department was asked to review the entire problem for
the White House and recommend whether some alteration
of Archives regulations pertaining to investigative reports
should be made in the case of the President's Commission on
the Assassination of President Kennedy. The White House
interest was prompted by a letter from the Mayor of Cedax
Rapids, Iowa, who protested the standard 75-year secrecy
rule applicable to all investigative reports in the possession
of Archives.

No recommendation has been received from the
Chief Justice or Mr. Rankin regarding this problem. At the
Attorney General's request, I called Mr. Rankin about two
weeks ago to inquire about the Commission's position. He
said that he and the Chief Justice had just prepared a draft
of the letter and that the Chief Justice would undoubtedly
dispatch it when the Court's business permitted. 1 suggest
that this be handled now by sending the Chief Justice a carbon
copy of this proposed memorandum and ask him if it meets
with his approval. It should be pointed out that the last
paragraph of the memorandum assumes that thi s approval
will be forthcoming. It may be easier for the Chief Justice
to have this proposal in front of him rather than deal with
the problem in a more general fashion., 1 think, however,
in view of the fact that the White House wants this report

immediately, that the Chief Justice should bew

this, if possible, within a few days. \ /R 7_/ / |
\mmmm oF wsmee | %
“_2‘2\ APR 20 1965

!

| | veomseeme |5




Q!

, I am not completely satisfied with the substance
of this proposal. In brief, we recommend that the Archives
make all the materials available under their normal regula-
tions as soon as they are organized. The exceptions to this
policy are materials which are classified and also unclassified
materials which meet the criteria set forth on page 3 of the
memorandum to Mr. Bundy. (There are exceptions provided
here for unclassified materials which may reveal the identity
of confidential sources of information or confidential methods
of investigation, which may be detrimental to the administra-
tion and enforcement of our laws and regulations or would be
a source of embarrassment to innocent persons.) Qur proposal
requires that each investigative agency review the material as
soon as practicable to decide which unclassified materials
should not be disclosed because they meet these criteria. It
provides further for review after 5 years and then at succeeding
10-year intervals to decide whether additional materials should
be made available to the public under the customary Archives
rules. In addition, the proposal provides that when a request
is made for a specific type of material or item in Archives
which is not available, the originating agency shall review the
matter again, taking into account the policy in favor of full
disclosure and the qualifications and purpose of the individual
seeking disclosure.

In short, the proposal we are making is a substantial
- modification of normal Archives rules applying to investigative
reports. Even with these criteria, substantial material will be
made available under this policy which would not otherwise have
been made available. Moreover, instead of the blanket 75-year
rule we are suggesting immediate review, review 5 years from
now and review at succeeding 10-year intervals in an effort to
maximize disclosure. On the other hand our proposal adopts

the view of all the agencies concerned (including Archives) that
some unclassified material should not be made available to the
public, It iIs this aspect of the proposal, compounded by the
vagueness of the proposed criteria and the lack of any control
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or review of the investigative agencies® decisions, which
may prompt some public criticism once this policy is
adopted and announced. Given the difficulties with the
alternatives, however, I am inclined to recommend this
approach.

I am available to discuss this with you at your
convenience.
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Snyprente Conrt of the Hiiled States
Waslington, B. ¢. 20543
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Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, \ ,
Attorney General of the United States, Qj/“f,,_.\l ) ;r,?\f;/,,/
Justice Department, T OVTNZY GENF

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Attorney General:

The President's Commission on the Assassination of President
John F. Kennedy gave careful consideration to the proper disposition of
its records before it delivered them to the National Archives. It wished
them to be held there for the benefit of the American people. At that time,
it decided that it was in the best interests of all concerned that the policy

relating to the Commission's records provide for the fullest possible dis-
closure.

At the same time, the Commission recognized that its records con-
tained investigative materials which were classified by the originating
agencies to protect the security of the United States. Furthermore, among
such materials were numerous items in which inhered serious potential for
character assassination and other similar misuse to the injury of innocent
persons,

The Commission, after full consideration, concluded that it did not
have either the authority or the necessary information to determine the
technical questions as to when the classified materials should be released
without injury to the security of the country. It decided that the responsi-
bility for that decision must of necessity be left with the originating agencies
and the Attorney General, as the chief legal officer, in accordance with
established law and policies of the Government. It also concluded that such
agencies and the Attorney General could best determine what safeguards

were necessary to protect innocent persons in the release of defamatory
materials.

.
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In arriving at the foregoing conclusions, however, the Commis-
sion assumed that all of the determinations by the agencies and the At-
torney General would be made in recognition of the overriding considera-
tion of the fullest possible disclosure, and that all other proper factors,
including the disclosures that have been made, would be taken into ac-
count. The Commission had no desire to restrict public access to any

of its working papers except those classified by other agencies. It was

with these thoughts in mind that the Commission, on its dissolution,
committed its papers to the National Archives subject to the laws and

regulations concerning the release to the public of classified and restricted
materials.,

We hope that this report of the attitude and conclusions of the Com-
mission concerning the full disclosure of its records will be helpful to

you in the formulation of your proposal for making the materials of this
Commission now in the National Archives available to the public.

Sincerely,

BgH
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) March 23’ 1965

U. S. Department of Justz.ce
Washington 25, D. C. - MNY
Attention: Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach {\\

47
Dear Attorney General Katzembach; ' 0,?/#/ AT

I would appreciate it if you or your department will /kq &
look into the matter of my request, which originally was < =
made in October 196} to the Dallas office of the Federal O, TS
Bureau of Investigation, to have the miscellanecus personal
items of my brother, Lee Harvey Oswald, returned to my
possession.,

My sister-in-law, Marina Oswald, has requested and
has so stated to agents of the Federal Buream of Invest-
igation that the items as listed in Volume 25, pages 639
through 640 in the Warren Commission Report, be returned
to this writer.

These items are of such miscellaneous nature as one
pencil, one sea-bag, etc. I would appreciate the promrt
return and your consideration of the above.

Very truly yours,

Rut-£ O 9

Robert L. Oswald
Box 28

RIO/bls
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" UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO ‘ Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. paTteE:March 19, 1965
Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division

FROM : J, Edward Williams
<" Acting Assistant Attorney General, Lands Division

SUBJECT: Proposed bill to provide for the preservation of A
exhibits to the Final Report by the President's E
Commission on the Assassination of President p
Kennedy.

There is no present authority for the condemmation
of the personal property comprising the items of evidence to
be retained by the United States Government.

If the proposed bill is enacted, there appears
to be no reason why these items cannot be acquired through
condemnation proceedings. However, it is suggested that
there be added to section 2(a) of the proposed bill the
following:

Any proceedings to condemn such
documentary evidence or physical objects
or any interest therein shall be con-
ducted in accordance with Rule 71(A) of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
(28 U.S.C. App. p. 5188).

It is assumed that you have investigated the pos-
sibility of confiscation of these items by the State of Texas
under the laws of that State relating to the crimes committed
by Lee Harvey Oswald, and the transfer thereof from the State
of Texas to the United States.

NES 7
DEPARTMENT GF 1USTICE | ¢ 0
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UNITED STAEES-8OVERNMENT

Memorandum :

: Assistant Attorney General isg 1510 11 A4 85 patg:March 15, 1963
~ Office of Legal Counsel

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:
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:Herbert J. Miller, Jr.,

Assistant Attorney General,
Criminal Division

Presidentts Commission on the Assassgination of President Kennedy,
Disposition of Exhibits to Final Report

Attached is a draft bid} to provide for the preservatian
of exhibits to the final report by the President®s Commission.™/ {_/
Also forwarded herewith is a list of items which the Commissién
concludes should be permanently retained in the custody of the
Government.

Extensive consideration has been given to the matter
of disposing of these exhibits and we have concluded that the
public interest would best be served by seeking legislation.
Mrs. Uswald has demanded the return of her personal property
as well as that of her late husband, Lee Harvey Oswald. In
making these demands, Mrs. Oswald has expressed the wish that
the rifle used to kill the President become the property of
the Govermment. However, the Department recently received a
communication, by referral from the Archivist, wherein a Dallas
law firm requests delivery of the rifle and the revolver involved
in the slaying of officer Tippit to one John J. King, a gun

collector, who is said to have purchased these weapons from
Mrs. Oswald.

We will appreciate receiving your comments respecting
the suggested legislation.

Attachments

- . [



AN ACT
" To provide for \he preservation of exhibite 4o the
Mmtwmmm':mmsumm
kbnidmtlmdy.
1. It is declared that it is in the national intarest
1o preserve for public use the exhibits to the Final Report
sulndtied to the President by the President's Cosmission on |

the Assassination of President XKemnedy as objects of national

- significance far the benefit of the peopls of the United Statsa.

2. The Attornsy General, for the purpose of effactuating
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the
following powers and perform the following duties and functions:

(a) Acquire in the name of the United States by
gift, purchase, condsmnation, ar:dilerwise, all or
axyepart of the documsntary evidencs or physical
quectt, o any :ﬂatcrnt tharein, widch constitute

the exhibits to the Final Report submitted to the
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