
THESE DAYS::  • 

Any Strienl 11Do 
To G eat W 4.11. 

By JOILNISHABIBERLAIN  

PITY THE POOR FBI. In the past, it has gotten 
it in the neck for taking too severe a view of the 

Communist menace—Its chid, J. Edgar Hoover; has 
been criticized for seeing Reis under the bed. The  
Reuther brothers, Walter and Victor. in their famous 
memo to Bob Kennedy (then the Attorney General), 
insisted that the danger from the 
Left wasn't in it In cortpartion tot 
the danger from the • Right. • and 
called upon the Department et! Jus-; 
tice to put a stop to Red .viitch-;, 
hunting by Federal sleuths. 

That, of course, was almost  
three years before Jack Kennedy 
was killed In Dallas. The Warren 
Commission report makes it plain 
that the assassination was the act 
of Lee Harvey Oswald, a loner whose L' background was well-known to the 
FBI. The "get J. Edgar Hoover" fac- ClIAMMERLAIN 
tion is now echoing the Warren Commission's criti-
cism of the FBI for its "unduly restr: ct !ve view of its 
responsibilities in preventive mill el::!;ener. work." 

The arguinerit is that the Da.:iis police should 
have been tipped u::f by ':he FBI about Oswald's his-
tory of dalliance in the soviet Union, his attempt to 
forswear his I.rneri .!ari ci.tiwenship, and his work for 
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, in time to have 
him taken into detention before Jack Kennedy made 
the trip to Texas. 

The Warren Commission report admits that crit-
icism of the FBI on this score is "tinged with hind-
sight." As, indeed, it is. Moreover, it comes with ex-
ceedingly bad grace from a commission headed by 
the Chief Justice of the United States, for the War-
ren Court has been most zealous in its insistence 

munists have civil rights that mu4.note 
invaded. 
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The Court has also been over-solicitous of the* 
rignts-n2,alleged criminals. In the Mallow-a—ease,r for 
example, the Court insisted that a. Negro who had 
been convicted in a lower court of choking and rap-
ing a woman should be freed simpl:, because he had 
been held for some eleven hou;:s for.quesLoning be-
fore arraignment. The same man :.ater 'choked and 

'• raped another woman and was jailed for it. 
• -. 

ALWAYS, up
* 

 to the pre
*
sent, the liberals have 

- insisted that "raw and unprocessed" material in the 
- FBI files should not be used as the, basis for pro- 
needing against any person. But now we are suddenly 
offered. the proposition that, before a President visits 
a given town, every suspected Red or psychotic whose 
"taw" record: is' known to FBI agents should be 

-forcibly detained for a safe period. 
'This - is -  idiotic on the face of it, 

to 	
instance, on 

;one of President Johnson's. trips! to New York City, 
LBJ's itinerary took him past the dwelling places or 

- hangouts of 3,700 persons who might legitimately 
be suspected of subversive, psychotic or crackpot 
tendencies. Imagine-the uproar from the civil Tiber-

. tarians if 3;700 people were put under police surveil-
lance at one time. The FBI would be accused of mak-

' ing its "raw" data the basis of wholesale invasion of 
private rights. • 

The point is that Lee Harvey Oswald, before 
the Kennedy murder, had not been known for violent 

- tendencies. He was merely one of thousands of pea-
-. ple in America who are known to the FBI for hav-

ing had relations with the Reds of one sort or another. 
If the government couldn't even apply the Smith 

. Act , to control Communist subversion in a manner 
satisfactory to the Supreme Court, how could .a big 

- city police force justify the detention of every sus-
pected Red or psychopath who might turn, up to 
Watch a Presidential motorcade go past a big building?, 

The 

	

	notice force that did that 'would be de- 
nounced fr-om one end of the country to, tta.,7-ut;ier. 

amnia, nta, Lag rowans .11nsillesto. 
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The Acting Attorney General 	 October 2, 1964 

Director, FBI 

/NEWSPAPER ARTICLES NCERNING THE FBI AND THE 
WARREN COMMISSION 

Enclosed is a copy of the October 1, 1964, 
cobunn of Mr. John Chamberlain, together with the October 2, 
1964, column of Mr. Ralph de Toledano concerning captioned 
matter. These are being furnished to you for your information., 

Enclosures (2) 



October 2, 1964 

In Washington  

By Ralph de Toledano 

THE FBI AND THE WARREN COMMISSION 

Although the Warren Commission's reporfon the murder of President 
Kennedy is only mildly critical of the FBI, the professional carpers have seized on 
a few words in the "conclusions and recommendations" in an effort to make a federal 
case of them. 

The words seized upon charge the FBI with failing to realize that 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the Marxist murderer, was "a potential threat to the safety of 
the President." 

That a Commission headed by Chief Justice Earl Warren should make 
this comment is, to begin with, a little ironic. The Supreme Court which Mr. Warren 
heads--and the civil liberties organizations which sustain his views--would have been 
the first to decry any "preventive" steps against the assorted Oswalds of this country. 

In a city like New York, for example, the FBI would be compelled to 
round up and hold in preventive custody scores of individuals whose records as 
subversives and men of leftist violence are far worse than that of Lee Oswald. There 
are men loose in this country today who served on the "liquidation squads" of the 
Soviet underground, who studied tactics of subversion and violence at the Lenin school 
in Moscow, or who served their gory terms as "apparatchiks" of the Russian secret 
police. 

Should such persons be held by the FBI or by local police whenever 
the President was within the localities they inhabit, the American Civil Liberties 
Union would rise up in indignation and horror at what would undoubtedly be called 
"police state treatment"--and a review by the Supreme Court would lead to a decision 
calling the practice unconstitutional. 

I am not a lawyer, but I believe the court would be justified in this 
ruling. The United States does not punish or restrain "potential threats" of any kind. 
No one can tell what man will give in to lethal impulses. A conspiracy is something 
else again. A plot carries beyond the "potential" to the actual. In Lee Oswald's 
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case, the Warren Commission insists that the act was irrational. No police or 
investigative force can delve into a man's mind, which is what the Warren Commission 
seems to be asking the FBI to do. 

There is a great and tragic irony to the events which led to the 
murder of President Kennedy. The people who now criticize the FBI were those who 
dragged a red herring across the paths of understanding and action in the days before 
the terrible event. These people, with extremist insistence, argued at the top of 
their lungs that the real danger was the so-called "radical right"--whereas the 
radical left was no longer of any consequence. So loud were their voices that they 
drowned out reason and logic. 

The first attempt at assassination in Texas was aimed at General 
Edwin A. Walker, a somewhat pathetic "leader" with no troops. But this indication 
of murderous intent was brushed aside as of no consequence. Had the Walker attempt 
been investigated thoroughly, President Kennedy would probably be alive today. 

There was, however, little interest in the case in Washington--
certainly none in the higher echelons of the Justice Department. And this lack of 
interest was purely political. The target of the Justice Department was the radical 
right. So obsessive was the thinking that the Walker case was dismissed with the 
suggestion that the shots had been fired by a "rightist" to gain sympathy for the 
general. 

If there was bad liaison between the Secret Service and the FBI, this 
might not have been so had the leadership in Washington and certain pundits of the 
press not focussed all their attention on the wrong subjects. To hear them or read 
them, there were rabid rightists under every bed. Why, therefore, should either 
the FBI or the Secret Service concern itself with one confused--and we are told--
solitary Castroite. 

The fact startlingly clear in the Warren Commission Report is that 
no amount of care could have saved Mr. Kennedy--or any President, for that matter. 
General de Gaulle is perhaps the best guarded man in the world today, but he is 
still being fired on, though word of the latter attempts has been suppressed by the 
French government. 

Copyright, 1964, King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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October 1, 1964 

Dear Welter, 

I have received a copy of the letter 
dated September 30, 1164, addressed to you by the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
with regard to the findings of the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy. I agree with the Director that portions 
of the Commission"a report appear to place as 
impala/Able burden on the VII in a vague area of 
preventive intelligence where there are so 
specific criteria requiring the FRI to furnish 
unman of subjects to the Secret Service. I 
hope that the testimony of the row representa-
tives before the Commission can be made public 
as soon as possible in order to clarify these 
aspects of the Commission** report. 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas dila. Katsenbach 
Acting Attorney Cenral 

Honorable Walter Jenkins 
Special Assistant to the 
President 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. File 

HP1,V 

cc: Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
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September 22, 1964 

4)- 7- / 	log 
Honorable Jeffery Cohelan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman* 

Your September 16 letter requested our review 
and comments of a September 1 letter to you from 
:1ichael Millman, Chairman, Berkeley Citizens Committee 
of Inquiry. 

Persons hostile to the Warren Commission have 
set up a number of organizations throughout the 
country which are making comments similar to those 
in Millman's letter. Millman's caraments preiudge 
the factual findings of the Commission, which have 
not been made public. They make invalid assumptions 
and predictions. 

We have every confidence that the Commission's 
report will deal with the facts in a thorough, fair 
and impartial fashion. We doubt that the Committee 
of Inquiry can be satisfied and therefore suggest a 
reply which would do no more than thank them for letting 
you have the benefit of their views in the hope that 
a soft answer may turn away wrath - at least from you, 
if not from the Commission! 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph F Dolan 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

SEA 3  twit 



17,:%TY ATTORNEY UN IRA 

ti 

JEVIMMYCI:540LAR4 
TTR 9ISTRICT. CALIPORNM 

COMMITTED: 
ARMED SERVICES 
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FIELD REFRESENTATIVES: 
MR. AND MRS. ROY LEMON 

I-ATRAm SQUARE Bottoms 
OAKLAnD 12, CAYRORMA 

September 16, 1964 

Mr. Joseph Dolan 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Joe: 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter being 
circulated by the Berkeley Citizens' Committee 
of Inquiry concerning the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

I would appreciate having the benefit of 
your review and comments in preparing my reply 
to Mr. Millman. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 2.5, D.C. 

September 17, 1964 

BY COURIER SERVICE 
a 

Honorable 3. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
Die President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

By letter dated September 11, 1934, you 
requested a translation of a letter addressed to you 
from Mrs. Marina Oswald. 

The translation from the Russian language, 
as well as the foreign language material, is forwarded 
to you herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 
) 

Enclosures (2) 
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TRANSLATION FROM RUSSIAN  

2cotember 0, 
Richardson, To:zas 

'ear Mr. nankin, 

Allow me to appeal to you with a repeated rcuest 
concerning the return to me of all documents and belongi:T17 
of my husband, Lee Harvey Oswald. I also request that you 
send, in my name, a copy of ray testimony before the TTarren 
Commission, for which, I will pay the necessary fee. lease 
excuse me for the importunate trouble I am causing you, Uut 
I am compelled to appeal to you, because at the present 1:Lae 
I am jointly .working with 1::i!Ls Pricilla Johnson on 
of my life with Lee Oswald. ifor that reason these documents 
would help me very much. Once again I ask you to fulfill 
my request at the earliest opportunity. Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Mrs. Marina Oswald 

INV 
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Director, 
!Wesel *wean at Ibneetlgatien 

Herbert J. Miler*  Jr. 
Arlistant Attceney araerad 
Griadnel Division 

Aseimudnatice at President Dennordty 

Typed : 10/15/64 
HJM :GAB :ehd 
129-11 

7E If 
4444, °too. 

Tranovaitted bezamiltb SW year attention ant any 
action which may be deemed appropriate is a copy at a hate* 
from United States Attorney Sylvan A. Ammon of Boise* Ilia, 
fonarding a latter from the Attorney Miami of the "tats *F 'di 
Idaho together with a document mentioned therein which 

karileckrib  
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Very truly yours, 

SYLVAN A. JEPPESEN 
United States Attorney 

DEPAPTP!f:Y' tic telt—r!....r R 
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?tinifeb c*tztir4 pepartnuneili justice 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
Disrmcr or IDLE() 

BOISE, IDAHO 

September 8, 1964 

REcErsrao 

SEP 1 1 1904 

CRIMINAL DIVISRY,', 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Attention Criminal Division 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a letter dated September 4, 1964, from the 
Attorney General of the State of Idaho, together with the 
document mentioned therein which is addressed to "To WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN AT THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE" and is 
signed b 

.\\> SAJ/c 
Encls. 

iRccEtv ED 

SEP 1 4 1964 

ORGANIZED CRIME AND 
RACKETEERING SECTION 

, Organized Crimp and. iinciieteecing Section 
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ALLAN G. SH EPARID 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

STATE OF IDAHO 
ornce OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

BOISE 

September 4, 7.964 

RECEIVED 

SEP S 1964 

U.S. ATTY'S OFFICE 
Ref to 	  

Mr. Sylvan A. Jeppesen 
U. S. District Attorney 
Federal Building 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear Sylvan: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I am forwarding 
to you the original of a document received in our office 
today. I would appreciate your examining the same 
and if you agree with ne that this type of document 
should be forwarded to the appropriate federal authorities, 
that you will undertake to so oblige me. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Yours-very,truly, 

41N ih SHEPARD 
Attorney General 

AGS/bm 

Enc . 
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ATTORNEY GENERP.■L'S OFFICE 
STATE OF IDAHO 

111ECEIV2.-D 

SEP 4 -1964 

DEPARTMENT OF 

  

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AT THE 

JUSTICE, 
• • _ 

THE FOLLOWING TWO MEN 

 

-TOGTtER -WITH - THEIRAGENTS, LOCATED--  • 

ookitNY OF PNNSYLVANIAN, THE iikuDiRtiit 

itsithisCEcoithikOP AMERIÔA, AND THE PiENNSYLVANIARittioAit.  

CORED, PLANNED, -PLOTTED,.ASSASSINATE, TO iivt 

itiTE:6STATES GOVERNMENT OFPICIAL -  

WHEREBY THE ASSASSINATION OP PRESIDENT KENNEDY, THE WOUNDING OF 

GOIEftNORCONNOLYAND OTHER -WAS-oiliflIEDoUTiN'DILLAWTEiASIii- 

iidtiWiiiii of 1963.  
. 	_- • 

THE ABOVE TWO MEN PLUS 

ARE ALSO TEE RINGLEADERS AND illIk-kROFITFLE&IPIENTS 

OP TEE BIGGEST 	mcist V±COUS FEMALE WEITE SLAVE RING EVER TO • - 

OPERATE IN THESE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ITS TERRITORIES. 
. . - 	_ 	• _ 	• . 	" 	 - • ' 	" 	- 	 . 	• - 	 • • 	• - 	- 	• ' . 	• - 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

11111111111111111111111111111111111 

• 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Office of Finance and Administration 
Washington 25, D.C. 

AUG 2 8 1964 

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 
'Attorney General 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

The President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy 
will release its Report to President Johnson within the next few weeks 
and has asked General Services Administration to assist in its distribu-
tion within the Government. 

It is anticipated that the Report will consist of a one-volume publication 
and the Hearings may consist of 19 or 20 volumes. The plan is to have 
the Government Printing Office deliver 1,304 copies of the Report and 
204 seta of the Hearings to your office. The Commission has requested 
that 600 copies of the Report and 100 sets of the Hearings be assigned 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for their use. The Commission 
also reserves the right to assign ten percent of the copies indicated 
above to individuals in the Department who have participated or assisted 
in the work of the Commission. 

One complete set is for your office, and a recommendation has been 
mad* that one set be given to each of your assistants. Copies should 
also be placed in libraries of your Department, and the balance of the 
copies distributed to the Heads of the Bureaus, Staff, or Service Offices 
in Washington and in the field. This suggested distribution can be 
modified, as may be necessary, to place these publications in offices 
or with officials who will have use for them. 

If your review of the Department's requirements for these publications 
indicates the above quantities are more than necessary, please feel free 
to revise the quantities in your acknowledgement of this letter by 
September 9, 1964. For additional information, contact Mr. Dwight E. 
Smith, Director, Printing and Publications Division, General Services 
Administration, Washington, D. C. 20405; telephon 
code 183-4851 (343-4851). 	 r 	/at- 

,; OF JUSTICE 

4Q\ SEP 3 1964 

RECORDS BRANCI-I 
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701t your information and guidance, the Raport and Hearings will 
be en sal* to the public by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Oovernraent Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 10401. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) W. P. Turpin 

W. P. Turpin 
Assistant Administrator 

for Irbtamps and .Administration 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO 

AND SUER 10 MN FRI NM 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 	

A11G 3 11;)6. CO 934•P 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

This is in reply he year letter of Angling 21, 1964, to Mr. 
Varela. P. Shapiro, Criminal Division. Department of tuatice, 
requesthq the release for publication of dem:nests contained 
in the file of Marina Oswald. Tour letter has been forwarded 
to this Service with the request that reply be made direct to 
your office. 

In forwarding your /eeriest the Department advised that 
you would obtain consent to publish those classified documeatis 
which were obtained from other agencies and which are now 
contained in the file. Assuming that you do obtain such clear-.  
*ace far reblication, this Servies will interpose no objection 
to the publishing of any of the documents contained in the file. 
The documents which originated in this Service have been de-
classified. 

The documents which have net been declassified were ob-
tained, or contain information obtained. from other agencies. 
These are listed below. Clearance for publication should be 
obtained from the agencies concerned. 

I. The ONI response dated December 13, 1961. to 
0-135 request of this Service to the U. S. Marine 
Corps for information concerning Lea Harvey Oswald 
dated December 5, 1961. The ON1 response is on the 
reverse of the Term 0-135 (Sheet 7). (The front and 
booth of the form are normobersol 77 and 711. ) 

Z. Dispatch #29 dated July 11. 1961. from the Ameri-
can Igmbasey in Moscow to the Department of State in 
Washington. D. C. The dispatch consists of three 
pages. The reverse of the first page contains a docu-
ment control stamp. The pages are nureber•A  
through 97. 	

16A 	"'"! 	 1 9  

3 1:,64 	"3 
einvi:=0,14 	 s -  



  

3. rsi report by :obit W. Pain dated July 3. 1961. at 
Wins titled • LEE IVIJAVEY OSWALD. The report 
seeable* oleos page* bearing& because of the control 
stamp as the reverse at the first page which CILIUM it 

to he separately membered. numbers 101 through 111. 

It is reineated that the copies in your roommates be marked 
to reflect their deelaseUleation. 

Siscerely', 

Commissioner 

Lee flank's, General Counsel 
President's Commission as the 

Assassinates of President Kennedy 
Washington, D. C. 

/cc: Herbert J. Miller, Jr. , Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division, Department of Justice 

For your information - Your HJM:KCS:mrs 129-11, 
August 25, 1964. 
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Records — 
Shelver 

fletiff&ENT4L-- 

Commissioner of Immicruticm sad astereuzatiro 

lextet Z. Siller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney' General. 
Criminal Divisica, Department of thistle+, 

Lee Harvey Oswald end Marina Oswald 

AUGUST 2 5 1964 

Typed 8/25/64 

Attached is a copy of a letter treat Z. Lee Peskin, General 
Commix  Presider:WO Ccemissios an the Assassination of President 
Keenedr, dated August 21, 1964, requesting to be Warned as to 
whether there is sny objection to the pUblicatiam of documents 
in the file of the immigration and listurslizatios Service regarding 
subject individuals. Ste shall appreciate your rev2Y  g directly 
to Mr. Rankin. 

Also attached is confidential file Alt 530 645. tro believe, 
though we are not sure, that the file to which 14r. Benicia referred 
Mains oily copies of the documents in the attached file. In 
the event you desire to ascertain definitely that there is no 
additional material. in the Cc enisaionts file, it will be available 
for review in the office of W. David Slaveon, * =saber of the 
Commission ts staff. in considering fir. Rankin's request, you are 
not expected to obtain clearance for the release of classified 
documents obtained free other agencies, now in the service.* me. 
The Commission has seemed the responsibility for obtaining 
cLearance from the colginating agencies of all doctemants the 
Ocemission desires to release. 

This  Tocucreedum, which is claseified only teems. of its 
classified attachment, may be declassified on separation there-
from. 

ti 
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EARL WARREN, 
Chairman 

RICHARD B. RUSSELL 
JOHN SHERMAN COOPER 
HALE BOGGS 
GERALD R. FORD 
JOHN J. McCLOY 
ALLEN W. DULLES 

PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION 

ON THE 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

200 Maryland Ave. N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Telephone 543-1400 
J. LEE RANKIN, 

General Counsel 

AUG 21 1964 

Mr. Harold P. Shapiro 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Shapiro: 

Our office was informed in the past that we were to communicate 
with you on all matters concerning the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service. Accordingly, we are bringing this to your 
attention. 

By letter dated November 27, 1963 your office forwarded to the 
Commission the complete Immigration and Naturalization file on 
Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife, Marina Oswald. Certain of the 
documents in that file bear a security classification. The 
Commission would like to make public all the documents in that 
file and would appreciate receiving from you or an appropriate 
I.N.S. officer at your earliest convenience written permission 
to do so. If any particular document or any portaion of any 
particular document presents a problem in this respect and 
you believe that it cannot be published, please itemize such 
exceptions. 

Sincerely, 

J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 

T '' 	f"1 (7 ItifTErir 
i 

I - kL,,i,,,,,„ ;,:(0,;CII----17-*-4  
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HJM:WEF:Av4 ' 
129-11 . 	 January January 22, 1964 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
Counsel to the Special Commission 
VFW Building - Room 401 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

In accordance with the request of the 
Chief Justice in his letter of January 10, 1964, 
to the Deputy Attorney General, I am attaching 
two copies of the file of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service pertaining to the wife of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

cc: Records-'  
Chrono 
Mr. Foley 
Mr. Miller 

Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Room T-8005, New Federal Building 
701 Loyola Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Air Mail/Registered Mail/ Return Receipt Requested  

A 12 530 6)45 

Mr. Nicholas Katzenback, 
Deputy Attorney General, 
Department of Justice Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Katzenback: 

Transmitted, herewith, on loan is the file of Mrs. Marina Nikolaevna 
Oswald, A 12 530 615. This file is being sent to you at the request 
of Mr. Mario T. Noto, Associate Commissioner Operations, Immigration 
an Naturalization Service, Washington, D. C. 

Attachment 
File A 12 530 645 
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This document shall be declassified 
upon removal of classified enclosure, 
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WASDINGTON 25. D.C. 

August 20, 1964 

BY COUB/BR SERVICE 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue; Northeast 
Washington, D. C.  

Dear Mr, Rankin: 

Your letter of August 17, 1964, forwarded a letter 
from Marina Oswald, dated August 14, 1964, requesting that it 
be translated. 

The translation and original foreign language material 
are being forwarded to you herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 

d4ovrce, 

Enclosures (2) 
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TRArsLA.Tion rnom RUSSXAN 

629 Bolt Line nd. 
Richardson, Texas 
August 14, 1964 

Mr. J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel 
Commission on the Assasination (sic) 
200 Maryland Ave., N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

I inform y "by this letter that Mr. McKenzie will 
no longer represent :no .,.tor the trial (sic) has ended; all 
he has to do is to tr:-.17for moteY from one bank to another. 
Therefore, l request 'you to address me personally in the future 
should my services be needed by the Commission. 

I 	
• 

do not think that I need an attorney; moreover, 
cannot afford expensive lawyers, particularly when 1 testify 
before the Commission; no lawyer is necessary when one tells the 
truth. 

I, would like to request from you a copy of my testimony 
before the Commission. Mr. McKenzie told me that he has already 
requested it from you. Please send it to my address and in my 
name, together with a bill for expenses in connection with this. 

• After the conclusion of the work of the Commission, would ask 
--you to send me all my -,orsonal belongings and those of my 

husband (photographs, documents, diary, clothes, etc.). 

As to the rlfle belonging to my husband (however, I do 
not know to what cent •my wishes in this case would •bo of 
importance to the Comission), it is my wish that the rifle 
become the property of the United States Government, but not be 
exhibited for public view during my lifetime. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs, Marina Oswald 



A 

S r LAW OFFICES 

KILGORE & KILGORE 	RECEIVED 
24TI. FLOOR AOOLPHUS TOWER 

DALLAS 2 T E AS 

April 16, 1965 

The Honorable Earl Warren 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

APR 19 1965 

CRIMINAL g112ISI4TI. GA,.... ADDAMS KILGOAC,07.00.- 

..0V4 .."‘°.-* 

Re: The Oswald Guns 

Ar. 

Dear Justice Warren: 

Our client Mr. John J. King has purchased from the 
Estate of Lee Harvey Oswald two weapons and related equip-
ment which were exhibits in the Warren Commission hearings. 

We are writing to you because the Justice Department 
has indicated in conversations with our client that it is 

Vivi)* 	not certain it has any authority to deliver the weapons to 
i711716,17-W6-Wbad-Eope---Elia'€-Tathailman of the 
Wlia7636mission, or the Commission as a body would be 
willing to make some disposition of these Commission exhib-
its which are no longer needed for the Commission's purposes. 

It is our understanding that the guns in question were 
received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation upon its re-
ceipt to the Dallas Police Department. It is also our under-
standing that it is customary for law enforcement officials 
so receiving property to return it to the other officials to 
whom the receipt.was given. We believe that the simplest 
disposition of the matter for the Warren Commission would be 
to give instructions that the agencies assisting it return 
exhibits to the parties from whom they were obtained--in this 
case, the Dallas Police Department. We would then take up 
the matter of delivery to Mr. King here in Dallas. 

I 
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- Iql.GORE & kILGORE 

• • • The Honorable Earl Warren 
April 16, 1965 
page 2 

So far as we can determine, the only claim which any 
governmental agency may have had with respect to the weapons 
in question was the right of temporary custody in the Warren 
Commission while these guns were pertinent to its investiga-- 
tion, and that investigation has been completed. 

We find it difficult to believe that any governmental 
agency will require Mr. King to go to the expense and dif 
ficulty of bringing an action to recover his property. It 
nevertheless appears that such an action may be necessary. 
If the Commission does not plan to take any action with 
respect to the return of the exhibits, we suggest that it 
would be desirable from the Commission's point of view as 
well as Mr. King's to have a disclaimer by the Warren Com-
mission so as to avoid joining any parties who actually 
make no claim to ownership. If this matter is to be left 
in the hands of the Justice Department for its inaction, 
would the Commission kindly furnish a disclaimer or some 
order affirmatively indicating that it no longer claims 
the right to custody of these exhibits? 

In the event that your Commission should itself desire 
to determine the proper owners to whom the exhibits should -
be returned, we will be most happy to furnish all necessary 
documentation of Mr. King's ownership. 

Respectfully yours, 

li/a044.1 ZdA,tgr7  
William C. Garrett .  

WCG/rm 
cc; Mr. Joseph J. Cella, Jr. 

Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. John J. King 
The Alaska Company 
1616 Glenarm 
Denver, Colorado 
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April 20, 1965 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin, 
33 West 44th Street, 
New Yoi.k, New York. 

Dear Lee: 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I received from Kilgore & Kilgore 
which I talked to you about yesterday. It concerns the two weapons 'of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

I do hope that the Departme-nt of Justice will not relinquish the 
weapons because it is important Co have them in their present condition 
in order to support the testimony of the experts before the Commission. 
Also, I have no doubt that if relez*sed they will find their way to some 
collection which will be used commercially to exploit the assassination 
of our President. 

I would appreciate it if you .would make whatever reply •is neces-I 
nary to Kilgore & Kilgore. 

With best wishes, I arn 

Sincerely, 



April 27, 1965 

Kilgore & Kilgore 
24th Floor Adolphus Tower 
Dallas 2, Texas 

Attention: Mr. William C. Garrett 

Re: Oswald Guns 

Gentlemen: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of 
April 16th to the Chief Justice of the United States. 

On behalf of the President's Commission for the 
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy, I wish to advise 
that all of the physical evidence relating to the proof of 
the participation of Lee Oswald in the assassination of 
President Kennedy was returned by the Commission to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Commission did inform 
the Bureau that it was its view that all of such physical 
evidence should be retained by the United States Government .  
for an indefinite period. 

The Attorney General of the United States has been 
advised of this position of the Commission and is being sent 
a copy of your letter and this response. 

Very truly yours, 

J. Lee Rankin 
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a LEE RANKIN 
36 WEST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 19030 

MURRAY Hlu.. 7.2924 ' 

April 27, 1965 

/7 RECEIVED .1 " 

10r,=.6 PA 

Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

• ogwEy GE:g- 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I received 
from the Chief Justice with regard to a letter he received 
from attorneys Kilgore & Kilgore of Dallas, Texas, regarding 
the Oswald guns, together with my response to Messrs. Kilgore. 

I talked to Mr. Waggoner Carr about these lette's 
and my proposed response, and he said he was in complete agree-
ment with the Commission's position that all of the physical 
evidence relating to the proof of the participation of Lee 
Oswald in the assassination of President Kennedy should be re-
tained by the United States Government for an indefinite period. 

Should you decide to recommend legislation on this 
subject, I am sure that the members of the Commission, or myself 
if they desire it, will be pleased to cooperate.in urging that 
such legislation be passed. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

"12 
 

... 

J. Lee Rankin 

QR1MINAL-GC:N. 

fr 



Sincerely, 

, 	11 hec-42 4 . 
ir- 	0 
taxi) 4.4.'4 

t. 3/4/w 
129-11 

Mr. J. Lee Ran 
36 West 44th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. blankin: 

'Thank you for your letter of April 27, 1963, 
enclosing a copy of a letter to you from the Chief justice. 

I am glad to have this indication of the Corn-
mission's strong desire that the physical evidence relating 
to the proof of the participation of Lee Harvey Oswald in 
the assassination of President Kennedy should be retained 
by the United States Government. Once the Department's 
proposed legislation is transmitted to the Congress, I 
believe it would definitely be desirable for an appropriate 
statement of the Commission's position to be made to the 
responsible Committees. 

I shall be glad to send you a copy of the proposed 
legislation as soon as it is fraalized within the Department. 

.7.-.  cc: Records 
Chrono. 
The Attorney General 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Willens 
Mr. Belcher  

Attorney General 

.rNSPPTD AND  mit/111D 
COMMUNICATIONS 

MAY 10 1965 kW 

**■•■•■■ ••••■■•■••■•■■■•••■...... 



Re T/ March 12, 1965 

HJM: JJC : mtg 
129-11  

Mr. Ji1i1. C. Garrett 
Kilgore and Kilgore 
214th Floor Adolphus Tower 
Da.U.as, Texas 

Dear Paq. Garrett: 

The Archivist has forwarded to this Department a copy 
of your letter of February 2, 1965 requesting. delivery of the 
rifle used in the slaying of President Kennedy and the revolver 
involved in the fatal shooting of Officer Tippit to your client, 
Mr. John J. King. 

Matters pertaining to the disposition of the exhibits 
to the Final Report of the Presider:Vs Ccarxission are receiving 
consideration in the Department and I ala not in a position to 
furnish you further information at this time. 

Sincerely, 

aRBERT J. 1,  • or .72. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Records--  
Chr ono 
Mr. Cella 

n 
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Mr. Wayne C. Grover 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 
8th Street. and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

- FEB 	19S5 

Re: Certain Weapons Included among 
Warren Commission Exhibits 

.Dear Sir: 

LAW OFFICES 

KILGORE & KILGORE 
241/4  FLOOR ADOLPHUS TOWCR 

DALLAS 2 T EXAS 

February 2, 1965 

I am writing on behalf of our client Mr. John J. King. 
Mr. King is the present owner of the following two weapons 
and related equipment which. Were exhibits in the Warren 
Commission hearings: 

RIFLE: Caliber. 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Italian 
military rifle, Model 91/38, serial number 

C2766, with attached 4-power telescopic sight stamped 
"Ordnance Optics Inc.," "Hollywood California," to-
gether with two-piece sling strap and cartridge clip 
marked "SMI" "952," as more fully described on pages 
553 through 555 of Appendix X, Report of the Presi-
dent's Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy, and identified as Exhibit #139 of that Com-
mission. 

REVOLVER: Caliber .38 Special Smith & Wesson Victory. 
Model revolver, serial,number V510210, as 

more fully described on pages 558 and 559 of Appendix 
X, Report of the President's Commission on the Assas-
sination of President Kennedy, and identified as 
Exhibit #143 of that Commission, together 
holster for said revolver. 	/ 217'4 

' " crm7 	 ; 
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Mr.. Wayne C. Grover 
February 2, 1965 
page 2 

Mr. Mr. King desires to obtain delivery of his above- 
described property, and he has seen .press reports indicating 
that your office has possession of such property. Mr. King 
acquired ownership by purchase from Mrs. Marina N. Oswald, 
community survivor of Lee Harvey Oswald. He is, of course, 
willing to furnish all necessary documentation of his owner-
ship, including instructions from Mrs. Oswald. 

In connection with his acquisition of this property, 
'Mr. King agreed not to‘cause or permit public exhibition or 
display of the same during the lifetime of-Marina N. Oswald, 
and he further agreed to use his best efforts to prevent such 
exhibition or display by others. Accordingly, he requests 
assurance from you that this property will not be publicly 
displayed ,pending delivery to him. 

Mr. King is a gun collector and not in any way a public 
figure, and he would appreciate this matter being handled 
without publicity. 

Would you kindly let us know when and where Mr. King may 
receive delivery of this property and inform us as to any re-
quirements you may haVe with respect to his proof of ownership?, 

Very truly yours, 

William C. Garrett 
WCG/rm 

cc: The Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzenbach 
• Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice ' 
Washington; D. C. 

Mr. John J. King 
The Cortez Oil Company 
1700 Broadway 
Denver, Colorado 



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION  

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington 25, D.C. 

February 4, 1965 

IN RCM? REFER TN 

Mr. William. C. Garrett.  

F.E:C8 71191:7a- • =Gera and. Kilgore 

Dallas 2, Texas 

Dour Mr. Garrett; 

Attorney at Law 

24th Floor Adolphus Tower 

cR.IIVIINAL DIVISION 

Mir; will acknowledge your letter a February 2, 1965. 

As the it 	about Which, you write are in the possession of 

the Department a Justice, I have referred your Uttar-  to that 

agency for reply. 

Sincerely yours, 

Wayne C. Grover 
Archivist or the =tad States 

cc: 
Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzenbach 1  
Attorney General 

• 
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY 	• 
Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 9545) providing for 
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mittee amendments. 
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Ea it enacted by the Senate and House of. 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That it is 
hereby declared that the national interest 
requires that the United States acquire all 
right, title, and interest, in and to, certain 

• items of evidence, to be designated by the 
Attorney General pursuant to section 2 of 
this Act. which were considered by the Presi-
dent's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Xennedy (hereinafter referred to 
as "items"), and requires that those Stems be 

- preserved by the United States. 
Szc. 2. (a) The Attorney General is au-

thorized to determine, from time to time, 
which items should, in conformity with the 
declaration contained in the first section of 
this Act, bo acquired and preserved by the 
United States. Each such determination 

. shall be published in the Federal Register. 
(b) Whenever the Attorney General de-

termines that an item should be acquired 
and preserved by the United States, all right. 
title, and interest in and to, that item shall 
bo vested in the United States upon the 
publication of that determination in the 
Federal Register. 

(c) The authority conferred upon the At-
. torney General by subsection (a) of this 

section to make determinations shall expire 
' 

 
one year from the date of enactment of this 

• Act, and the vesting provisions of subsection 
(b) of this section shall be valid only with 
respect to items described in determinations 
published in the Federal Register within that 
one-year period. 

SEC. 3. The United States Court of Claims 
or the United States district court for the 
judicial district wherein the claimant resides 
shall have jurisdiction, without regard to 
the amount in controversy, to hear, deter-
mine, and render judgment upon any claim 
for just compensation for any item or inter-
est therein acquired by the United States 
pursuant to section 2 of this Act; and where 
such claim is filed in the district court the 
claimant may request a trial by jury: Pro- 

• vided, That the claim is filed within one year 
from the data of publication in the Federal 

- Register of the determination by the Attor-
ney General with respect to such item. 

Szc. 4. All items acquired by the United 
• States pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall 

be placed under the juriscilotion, of the. Ad■ 
. • 	 ' 

ministrator of General Services for preserva-
tion under such rules and regulations as ho 
may proscribe. 

SEC. 6. All items acquired by tho United 
States pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall 
be deemed to bo personal property and rec-
ords of the United States for the purposes of 
laws relating to the custody, administration, 
and protection of personal property and rec-
ords of the United States, including, but not 
limited to, sections 2071 and 2112 of title 18 
of the United States Code. 

SEC. G. There is hereby authorized to bo 
appropriated such sums as may bo necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this Act. 	• 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is a sec-
ond demanded? 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I de-
, =and a second. 

The SF17.-k.b...--.111 pro =pore. Without 
; obfeczion,  a second will be considered as 

ordered. 
There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

gentleman from Colorado (Mr. Rocznsl 
will be recognized for 20-  minutes, and 
the.gentleman from Maryland (Mr. MA-
muss] will be recognized for 20 minutes. 

' The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 	 • 

(Mr. ROGERS from Colorado asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

PIIRPOSZ 	• • 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er,, the purpose of this bill is to au-
thorize the acquisition and preservation 
by the United States of certain items of • 
evidence pertaining to the assassination 

• of President John F. Kennedy. 
In the course of its investigation of the 

assassination of President Kennedy, the 
Warren Commission acquired a large 
number of physical items pertaining to 
the assassination and related events. 
The most important of these belonged 
to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The • 
Commission recommended that a sub-• 
stantial number of these items of evi- - 
donee, particularly those relating to the 
actual assassination of the President 
and the murder of Patrolman Tippit, 
should remain in the possession of the 
Government. rn furtherance of this ob-
jective the Attorney General requested • 
the introduction of this measure. 

These items include the assassination 
weapon, the revolver involved in the 
murder of Officer Tippit, among other 
exhibits. The working papers, investi-
gation reports, and transcripts of the 
Commission have been transmitted to the • 
National Archives. The items of phys-
ical evidence are presently being re-
tained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.  

The committee is persuaded that the 
national interest requires that these 
critical exhibits be permanently retained 
by the United States. It concurs in the 
view of the Attorney General that in 
years ahead allegations and theories 
concerning President Kennedy's assassi-
nation may abound. To eliminate ques-
tions and doubts the physical evidence 
should be securely preserved. A failure 

• to do so could lead to loss, destruction or. 
alteration of such exhibits and in time 

. may serve to encourage irresponsible 
rumors undermining the public con-
fidence in the work of the Warren Com- 
mission. 	 • 

The authority conferred by this legis-
lation is vital and needed promptly. One 
private party has already filed suit . 

• against the Attorney General for pos- -
session of the assassination weapon and 

• the .38 caliber revolver, claiming to have 
purchased all right and title from Mrs. 
Marina Oswald. The Government has 
not yet responded to the complaint. 

The bill. H.R. 0545, would authorize 
the Attorney General to designate, by 
publication in the Federal Register, 
which items considered by the Warren 
Commission are required by the national 

•• interest to be- acquired and preserved by . 
the United States. All right and title to 
these items would vest in the United 
States upon the Attorney General's filing 
of the 	 with the office of 
the Federal Register. This acquisition 

, authority would expire 1 year after date • 
of enactment. Under the bill, claims for 
Just compensation must be filed within 
1 year of the date of the filing of the At-
torney General's designation. As orig-
inally drafted, the bill granted exclusive '. 
jurisdiction to the Court of Claims over 
claims for just compensation. The com-
mittee, however, amended the bill to pro-
vide concurrent jurisdiction in the Fed-
eral district court in the district wherein 
the claimant resides and also to permit 
the claimant in the district court to re-
quest a trial by jury.  

' As amended, the bill Constitutes a 
measure essential in the national interest 
and the committee strongly urges its 
enactment. 

Mr. GROSS. Mr. Speaker, will the-  . 
gentleman yield? 	 , , 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Yes. I. 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. GROSS. Why should the Govern-
ment pay for any of these items that 
were submitted in evidence? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. The Con-
stitution of the United States provides 
that property may not be taken without 
just compensation. Under this bill these 
items which are private property, may be 
acquired by the United States. The bill 
also authorizes that just compensation 
be paid to the individual who may own 
the item, by a suit brought in the Federal 
district court in the district in which he 
resides or in the Court of Claims. 

Mr. GROSS. It is reported that the 
weapon used in the assassination was 
purchased for $10,000 by a collector. Are 
we to understand that with the passage 
of this bill the Federal Government 
would pay out $10,000 for permanent 
possession?  

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. No. I 
may state that a man by the name of 
John J. King, who resides in Denver, 
Colo., claims that he has an arrange-
ment with Mrs. Oswald in connection 
with the assassination weapon and the 
pistol. Now, whatever arrangement he 
may have made with Mrs. Oswald is not 
the question of what is just compensa-
tion.. The bill leaves that issue for the 
courts. If we try to restrict, limit or 
specify the amount of just compensation, 
there is some question as to whether or 
not the legislation itself would be con-
stitutional: Therefore,. we say "just 
compense.tion." 

.• 
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Mr. GROSS. Would this involve the 
weapon used by Ruby in the slaying of 
Oswald? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. ‘What this 
bill provides is that the Attorney Gen-
eral shall within a 1-year period publish 
in the Federal Register the list of items 
that he believes should be preserved, 

. which were considered by the Warren 
Commission. Many of these items con-
sidered by the Warren Commission are 
presently in the custody of the Federal.  
Government. 

We desire that they be retained here 
and if any individual claims that his 
property rights have been taken away 
from him the bill' gives him a cause to 
action, so that he may go into court and 
assert his rights. The Government 
would retain the property and the claim-.  
ant would get just compensation. 

Mr. GROSS. Do I understand that a 
weapon used in a murder in the District 
of Coltunbia, confiscated by the police 
and used as evidence in court is returned 
to some member of his family? • 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. May I say 
to the gentleman that usually the ques-
tion of what happens to a weapon that 
may have been used in the commission of 
a crime is something for State law. 
There is a specific procedure in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Of course, the gentle- 

.. man understands that the District of 
Columbia jurisdiction is not asserted in 

• this matter. We are controlled by the 
law of the State of Texas. In this in-
stance there was no conviction and no 
trial and the matter of trying to con-
fiscate in such circumstances is not avail-
able to us. 

Mr. GROSS. I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, will 

the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I yield to 

the gentleman. 
Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, bear-

ing upon that point, as I remember, the 
Assistant Attorney General who met with 

. the committee and who is a distinguished 
Texas lawyer, stated that unlike most 
States, Texas law had no confiscation 
provision for weapons used in criminal 
cases. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. That is 
• correct. Furthermore, in this instance 

there was no prosecution and hence we 
could not have proceeded in that manner 
as we would wish if a State law provided 
for forfeiture. 

Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman will yield further. I think the 
act which was passed by the Congress 
a short while ago would obviate this 
eventuality ever occurring again, be-
cause in the future this sort of conduct 
would constitute a Federal crime and the 
Federal law would be effective as to con-
fiscation of weapons. So as I see it, this 
bill which we brought out of our sub-
committee will take care of all the pres- 

• ent cases, and in the future if such un- 
fortunate happening should occur we will 
not need further legislation. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I thank 
the gentleman for his contribution. I 
think he has outlined correctly that since. - 
we have made the assassination of the 
President a Federal crime we probably • 
would not need this type of legislation 
in the future. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I yield to 
the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, thank the 
gentleman for yielding. I wonder if the 
committee has considered the question of 
making this applicable to all future 
presidents, since it is going to be perma-
nent legislation? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. The gen-
tleman's question is, should we cover all 
items in connection with future assassi-
nations? We discussed the matter, and 
as pointed out by the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Wnrrziaa] just re-
cently the President signed a bill which 
would make the assassination of the 
President a Federal offense. 

Heretofore this was not a Federal of-
fense. At the time the late President 
Kennedy was assassinated in Texas the 
assassin, if he had been prosecuted, would 
have been prosecuted under the laws of 
the State of Texas. 

Mr. HALL. We are simply catching 
up with our previously unfinished busi-
ness? 

•Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Thateis 
correct. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
another question for the legislative rec-
ord? Would, for example, the fragments 
of those ill-spent bullets that assas-
sinated our late President, under this bill, 
necessarily be retrieved froni the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology where I un-
derstand they now reside and have been 
the object of intensive ballistics research 
and study, which in turn is of some con-
siderable scientific value? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. If I un-• 
derstand the gentleman's question, the 
gentleman will recognize that the Pres-. 
ident's Commission recommended that 
most of these items be acquired and pre-
served by the Federal Government. All 
of the evidence and everything in con-
nection with it is now in the Federal 
custody. I believe that any ballistic • 
analysis made would be reflected in the 
testimony before the Commission and 
that it has been filed with the Archives 
at the present time. 

This legislation would place all of it 
under the jurisdiction of the General 
Services Administration. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, if. the 
gentleman will yield further, I have read 
the Commission reports and this legisla-
tion, and I am glad to hear what the 
gentleman from Colorado says. It would 
be under the jurisdiction of the General 
Services Administrator, as designated by 
the Attorney General, as I understand it. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I did not 
quite understand the statement of the 
gentleman. 

Mr. HALL. My question is simply, 
could the Director of the General Serv-
ices Administration, upon recommenda-
tion of the Attorney General, remove 
from the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, for example, and from further 
ballistic study the fragmented and ex-

. ended missiles, or bullets, or projectiles? 
Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. If the gen- 

•telman will look. at section 4 of the bill 
he will see that it provides that all items 
acquired by the United States, pursuant 
to section 2 of this act, shall be placed 

under the jurisdiction of the Adminis-
trator of the General Services Adminis- 
tration for preservation under such rules 
and regulations as he. may prescribe. 
Hence he is the custodian. 

Mr. HALL. Would the gentleman 
agree with me that it would serve history 
well, as well as possibly even future scion- . 
tific investigation of ballistics, if it were 
interpreted that such Director of the 
GSA could from time to time withdraw 
from the' Archives and make available 
for• such study as the Attorney General 
or the Director of the Armed Forces In-
stitute of Pathology, or others, might re-
quest? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado, Certainly. 
There would be nothing to keep him from 
doing it and I am confident that if It 
would advance any information to the 
public, there would be no question but 
that under his rules and regulations he 
could so prescribe. 

Mr. HALL. I believe this represents a. 
valuable record and I believe the de-
ceased would want it so. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Yes. 
Mr. HALL. If the gentleman will yield 

further, do I understand that the Court 
of Claims will eventually set the fee for 
the Federal Government's acquisition of 
the actual firearms mentioned? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. The claim-
ant whose property may be taken has 

• an option as to whether to institute -a 
suit in the district court of the United 
States in the district where in he resides 
or whether to file suit in the Court of 
Claims in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALL. I thank the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. MATHIAS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
rise in support of this legislation and.. 
wish to associate myself with the re- • 
marks which have been made by the 
gentleman from Colorado [Mr. ROGERS], 
the distinguished chairman of the sub-
committee which considered this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker. I agree with the gentle-
man completely, that this legislation is 
necessary in the interest of history, and 
in the interest of any future calm and 
deliberate reevaluation of the events 
which surrounded the very tragic occur-
rence of the assassination of President 
'Kennedy. • 

Mr. Speaker, some question has been 
raised here today about the possible cost 
to the Government. Of course, it is im-
possible to estimate what that cost might 
be. We are leaving it to the adjudication 
of the Court of Claims or an appropriate 
district court. In conformance with the 
Constitution, we are leaving it to a prOpei 
legal adjudication. But I would say 
whatever cost might be incurred would 
represent cost which must be met by the 
country and a cost which the country 
would want to meet. The items that will. . 
be paid for are somewhat grisly relics of 
a tragic moment in our national history. 
Nevertheless, they must• be acquired 
without question. 

Mr. BOGGS. Mr. Speaker, will the • 
gentleman yield? 

• 
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Mr. MA 11.-LIAS. I yield to the gentle-
-man from Louisiana. 

Mr. BOGGS. I would like to commend 
the committee on reporting this bill, 
along with the distinguished -minority 
leader, the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. GE11.41.9 R. Form]. I served on the 
Assassination Commission that he has 
described, a very sad and gruesome task. 
I saw these items not once, but many 
times, being discussed here this after-
noon. As gruesome as it is, it would be 
very tragic, indeed, for these items—and 
that is the only word I know of to use in 
describing them—did not remain the 	 
property of the Government of the 
Uni:ed States. so that for a great many 
reasons, the most compelling reason be-
ing that they were very vital In the evi-
dence which the Commission used in its 
deliberations and in its determination. 

I hope the House will pass this bill. 
Mr. MATHIAS.. I thank the gentle- 

, man for his contribution, for his observa-
tion, and for his personal experience. 
Certainly, our recollection of the lAncol 
assassination, where there are certain  
missing links. would lead us to believe 
what we are doing today is important. 
Even more important is the principle 
mentioned by the gentleman from Colo-
rado that we live in a government of law, 
that we deal with all citizens under the 
law with equal and impartial hand. Re-
gardless of the circumstances, regardless 
of who may establish their ownership of 
the properties involved here, we are go- 

. . ing to obey the supreme law of the land 
and pay just compensation.. 

Mr. Wa1l:101ER. Mr. Speaker, will 
• ' the gentleman yield? 

• Mr. MATHIAS. I yield to the gentle-
man from North Carolina. 

Mr. WHITENER. I thank the gentle-.  
man. What he has said about the pos-
sible cost of the items of evidence to 
the Government is absolutely correct. 
I would point out to my colleagues that 

• after we had studied the legislation pro-
posed originally, it was the unanimous 
opinion, as I remember it, of the sub-
committee that this determination as to 
cost should be left to a jury if the claim- 

. ants desire to have a. jury trial. We also 
felt that the original proposal that the 
Court of Claims have exclusive jurisdic-
tion was not in keeping with what we 
thought was proper. For that reason 
we proposed that the claimant might 
bring action in the U.S. district court of 
his own district, where he could request 
a jury trial. I personally feel this gen-
tleman from Colorado, Mr. King—whom - 
I do not know—if he has paid $10,000 in 
a bona fide transaction it would not 
comport with my idea of justice that he 
should not get his $10,000 back. That 
is a matter for the courts to determine. 
We have our own theories as to what 
should be done on a monetary payment 
to the owner of the property. For that 
reason the committee very wisely left 
this to the. constitutional test of just 
compensation, as that compensation is 
fixed by the court. The court may in- 
elude a jury of plaintiff's peers, if he so 
desires. I do not know of any way we 
could proceed more considerately with 
any claimant, or any way we could do it 

which would insure greater justice to 
the Government than this bill provides. 

I believe we can all agree it is essen-
tial that prompt action be taken if we 
are to preserve these historical items of 
property. 

The SPEAKER, pro tempore. The. 
question is on the motion of the gentle-
man from Colorado that the rules be 
suspended and the bill be passed. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 

. was passed. 

AUTF.:013...=;Ct FriNDS FOR 
RESIDENT'S CRIME COIVLVIISSIO 
Mr. WILLIS, Mr. Speaker, I move 

s t spend the rules and pass the Sen 
Jo t resolution (S.J. Res. 102) to 

En rcement and Administration of 
th, •rite funds for the Commission, on 

tice • nd the District of Columbia 
miss •n on Crime and Law Enforc 

Th Clerk read as follows: 
Whe ens the President by Executi Order 

11236 6 • July 23, 1965, established t o Com-
mission n Law Enforcement and dminls- 
tration f Justice to study cr 	

in th  United S ten and to recommend aye to re! 
duco and revent it; and 

• Whereas the President by Ex tive Order 
11234 on J y 16, 1065, establish • d the Com-
mission on rime in the Distric of Columbia 
to study the names of crime an • delinquency 
in tho Distri of Columbia; a 

. Whereas th e has been a ady increase 
in crime in th Nation as we as in the Dis-
trict of Colum a; and 

Whereas the is a need • ascertain its 
causes and to d. clop meth which can be 
undertaken by 	eras, 8 e. and local gov- 
ernments to cam at suc crime: Therefore 
be it 

and House of Rep- Resolved by the 	at 
d States of America resentatives of the nit 

at there is hereby in Congress assembI d, 
priated the sum of authorized to be a 
es of both the Com- $1,500,000 for the expoS 
ment and Adminis- mission on Law Enfo 
e District of Colum- tration of Justice an 
e and Law Enforce- bin Commission on 

meat. 

The SP 
second demand 

Mr. POFF. 
second. 

ore. Without The SPEAK pro tern 
considered as objection, a second will 

ordered.  
no objection. There w 

ER pro to •ore. The The SP 
rom Louisiana [ r. Witt's) gentleman 

gnized for 20 minu and the will be rec 
from Virginia [Mr. on') will gentlema 

be reco 	ed for 20 minutes. 
The s  air recognizes the g leman 

from L uisiana [Mr. Wn.tisl. 
is bill Mr.. 	S. Mr. Speaker, t 

comes/up by direction of the full ouse 
Comfyilttee on the Judiciary. It is 	au- 

ris - ation bill coming within the tho 
has - n of that committee, which diet' 
aw diction over matters relating to Jur' 

rcement and the prevention of en 
er e.  

ncl the District of Columbia Commissi4 
Crime and Law Enforcement. 

The total amount involved is $1,500,0 0. . 
0 that sum, $1,100,000 is authorized 
d ray the expenses of the Commis. on 
on Law Enforcement and Adminis ra- - 
tie of Justice and $400,000 to ca 	out 
the objectives of the District of Co m-
bia Commission on Crime and Law 
Enf cement. 

MI BOW. Mr. Speaker, will th gen-
Um yield? 

Mr. ILLIS. I yield to the gen man. 
Mr. OW. Could the gentle an tell 

us so thing about the com 	tion of 
this Cotrani..ssion and what the salaries 
are tha ' are going to be paid? i 

Mr. 	S. These figures ate set out 
on pages and 8 of the commitdee report. 
They are broken down in this ,tashion. 

For Co mission members, travel and,- 
per diem nd for meetings er an 18- 
month per d—$67,000. 

For cit 	s advisory com ittees, con--  
sultants, 	tnesses, for s ff salaries, 
printing, gc eral expenses administra- - 
tive services, contracts, an so On—they •-• 

lbt000 for the 
are all broke down in the mmittee re-
port and thetotal is $1. $ 
National ComMission. ' 
. On page 8 ot the repo t, we have the 
breakdown of 'the Distr t of Columbia 
Commission a regatin $400,000. 

Mr. BOW. If the Dispiet of Columbia - 
is about to take over lits own govern-
ment, what is ttite judtification for the 
Federal Goverrungt ind the taxpayers 

i of the country to y e $400,000 for the 
District of Columbia 

Mr. 'WILLIS. II ould say, it is my 
hope if the bill thetkentleman refers to 
comes to pass, tha we should quickly 
pass this bill beca 	it will not be re- 
pealed by that bill 	come unless there 
is a move to repe *hat we are doing 
today, and I doub tat it would prevail. 

Mr. BOW. B as e do this and if 
there is this aut rizat.on, does the gen-
tleman feel if t e Distifict of Columbia 
has its own gov nmentpat the Federal 
Government wit be callepi upon to make 
an appropriatidn for the 'expenses of this 
so-called homeirule govertiiment? 

Mr. WILLI/. Any way$ we look at it, 
this bill will come law Wore action is IT 
taken on the ill the gentleinan refers to. 
Therefore, t is bill will bet part of the 

cot 
law of the nd and any hill that may 
come herea ter within the `next 2 or 3 
weeks or 2 r 3 days cannot crrride this 
bill; 

Mr. B 	. It would sem:4 to me it' 
might be a good idea to hold up this 
$400,000 d to find out what 4 going to 
happen that bill because if ttiey want 
home ru and if they are gointo have 
home le, tney ought to star paying 
their ol, ri bills. 

Mr. 	. If I had MY way,/; would 
think he situation should be reversed 
and t is bill should be made a law first. 
In th second place, it would seemrto me-
that ven if the home rule bill is tiassed 
and ecomes law, this bill that we are. 
now considering could still be passell by 
the ongress. 	._ 	

t . . BOW. Mr. Speaker, will the gra- 
-t1 an yield further? 	 t, 

'WILL/S. I yield to the . gentle-
film Ohio, 

tempore. Is a 

Sp er, I demand a 

• e bill authorizes the appropriati 
$1,500,000 to defray the expenses 

he President's Commission on Law En 
orcement and Administration of Justice 



Cq.  

care services, which assume considereblY 
g. 'Ater importance in countries with soci 
inn: trance schemes of limited coverage, ha 
bee excluded from the study. Anot er 
porn worth recalling is that the figure on • 
scope 	protection in respect of these un- 
tries sh uld bo regarded as minimum ether 
than as bsolute figures, in view of o pos-
sibility tl t employer liability sch es may 
not have can completely cover U in the 
study. 

It should 1 so be noted That he schemes 
in some of th developing coupries covered 
in the study ar• fairly young/and arc in the 

' 

	

	process of gra• lel Jamie entation. The 
eventual coverage under tl e schemes when 
they era fully imp sment cl would probably ., 
bo much higher that t csent. 	 ,. 

Many of these sect 	isurance schemes of 
limited coverage etch exclude dependents 
or cover them partial y, o that if the scope' 
of protection were • be xpressed in terms 
of the economicall active opulation, higher 

` percentages of c' crago w uld probably be 
obtained. Lack .f data h 	ado it impos- 
sible to corn 'to this add lona' relative 
measure for 	y of these untries, but 

. China (Talw n), Costa Rica, an El Salvador 
• clearly Ulu 	to this point. 

'Again, ost of these schemes co cr, in the 
• main, a 'ogees, and the structu of the 
• labor f cc in developing countries a such 

that t proportion of employees in t e eco-
nomi ly active population is relative low. 
Hen' , If the scope of protection were 	be 
ex esscd in terms of employees, still hi or 
p centages of coverage would most likely e 

tamed. This is illustrated by the cases 	_ of 1\  
urkey and Venezuela. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, re- 
- serving the right to object—and I shall 

not object—I wish to call the attention, 
of the Senate to the fact that no hear-. 
ings were held on this bill in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

The House Judiciary Committee re-
fused and denied an opportunity to Mr. 
King, the purchaser of e weapons,  
appear before that committee. It is my 
belief that the matter needs more careful 
study than it has been given. At this 
time, I ask unanimous consent that there 
be printed in the RECORD at this point' 
a statement from Mr. King, who bought, 
the weapons, which  is very revealing, 
I think from the letter it will be under-
stood why he was aggrieved .at the, 
thought that he was not able to appear 
before the House committee. . 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Calendar 
No. 836, H.R. 9545. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Montana? The 
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

The bill will be stated by title. 
The LEGISLATIVE CLERK. A bill (H.R. 

9545) providing for the acquisition and 
• preservation by the United States of cer-

tain items of evidence pertaining to the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

ACQUISITION AND PRESERVATION 
BY THE ITN. la`ka..) STATES OF CER-
TAIN ITEMS OF EVIDENCE PIM-
TAINING TO THE ASSASSINATION 
OP PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY- 

•-wart"). 

stantiate the conclusions arrived at by the 
' Warren Commission. Public pronouncements 
by spokesmen of the Justice Department 

' have suggested the possibility of a future 
reexamination of the evidence. The weep-

: ons with which I am personally concerned 
have been subjected to every known relevant 

. test and analysis by impeccably qualified ex- Oswald letter—en item considered of so little, -
parts. The conclusions reached by the War- importance by the Warren. Commission that • 

• rev Commission on the basis of the testi-.. it did not even attempt to retain' it—brought 
mony of these experts have been widely read $3,000 at a recent auction. It would appear 
and fully accepted—except by a miniscule- from this that the Oswald papers *lone have 
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fri„,./of irresponsible and unqualified eel tics. 
No further tests or analyses are needed. None • 
have been made to my knowledge on pre-
vious Presidential assassination weapons. 
Sulfur casts have already been made of the 
rifle chamber. They can easily bo made of ' 
the revolver chambers and of the bores of , 

Mr. Chairman and members of the corn- both weapons. Bolt face impressions can be" 
mltteo, I am John J. King, the present owner made of the rifle and breachplato Impres-
of the rifle and pistol used to such tragic sions can bo made of the revolver. These 
purpose by Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas on things, combined with the various cartridge' 
November 22, 1063. I wish to express my cases and related bullets are all that the ' 
thanks to your chairman and to all of you Government would ever need for any future 
for having granted mo the privilege of ap- • ballistic reexamination. Further, no request 
peering before you in opposition to H.R. 0545, has ever been made of me or of the Oswald • ` 
a bill relating to the preservation of evidence estate regarding our attitudes toward the 
pertaining to the assassination of President gift, loan, or sale to tho Government of any 
Kennedy—a privilege once promised me but . of our property for which it may feel a nub- 
subsequently denied by the House subcom- • sequent need. For myself, I would of course • 
mitten to which it was referred. 	 • be more than willing to allow Federal au- 

H.R. 0545, while It appears to bo a routine • thoritles to examine the weapons from time 
bill. la really a most extraordinary piece of to time and to conduct further tests on 

• proposed legislation; ' one which merits as  them should the need therefor be truly felt, 
• most careful analysis and consideration by :provided. of course, that adequate assur- 

this distinguished committee. 	 ances. were made that the weapons be not 
. First, inasmuch as it is a clear and unmis- further mutilated, or altered, or displayed 
, takablo effort on the part of the Federal publicly. 

Government to override the statutory proviw 	The Attorney General's aforementioned  
sions of the State of Texas, and to assume letter to the Speaker alludes to the fact that • 
unto itself certain powers properly and his-' allegations and theories contrary to the con,. 
torically vested in the State, this bill poses elusions. of the Warren Commission feed on 
a serious challenge to States rights in all secrecy and uncertainty—and I certainly 
areas. If enacted, it would invite further agree with this.. It is, however, of interest 
Federal transgression into this important to mo that the present governmental custody 
Sold. 	 " of the assassination rifle has been character- 

Second, by seeking to take full advantage : ized by the utmost secrecy. The FBI refused •. 
' of honest emotions, this bill would extend so responsible a journal as Life magazine to 

even photograph it. 	• 
It is perhaps here in order to observe that. 

of the three previous presidential assassina-
tion weapons (1) the revolver which killed 
President McKinley—was acquired by private - • 
interests; while (2) the derringer which 
killed President Lincoln and the revolver . 
which killed President Garfield—were taken , 

Third, it is unusually nonspecific. It does ? over by the Federal Government since those 
not identify the items which it seeks to con- • two assassinations occurred in the District of 
demn, nor does it define the ultimate disposi-... Columbia and were hence subject to Federal 
tion of these items. In short, it grants carte jurisdiction. Only two of these three his- . 

` blanche to the Attorney General for selec- • toneweapons survive—the privately-owned • 
McKinley assassination revolver and the fed-
erally owned Lincoln assassination derringer. 
History thus accords private custody twice as 
good a record of preservation as it accords 
governmental custody. 

During the discussion on the floor of the 

' the right of eminent domain to personal 
property, and thereby establish a most dan-
gerous' precedent and a basic threat to the 
future security of all personal property 
rights. If enacted, it would invite future 
confiscatory legislation directed at personal 
property of whatever nature, selected at the 
whim of the executive branch. 	 • 

to the Speaker of the House to the effect 
that, prior to the completion of its work, the 
Warren Commission requested the Justice 
Department to take the necessary steps to 
provide for Federal retention of certain items 
of evidence. This is substantiated by a let-
ter from J. Lee Rankin to the Acting Attor-
ney General written on leftover Warren 
Commission stationery, dated a month and 
a half after the Warren Commission had , 
completed its work according to its own let-
ter to the President. This bill was requested 
by the Justice Department over 7 months 
after the receipt of Mr. Rankin's letter. 

H.R. 9545 and fie accompanying report No, 
• 813 claim as its public purpose the preserve- 

Fourth, it is an attempt retroactively to House—it cannot properly be called a debate ' 
correct, at the expense of private citizens, since only the pro side participated—some 
certain past executive oversights. House Re- consideration was given (as it most certainly 
port No. 813, which accompanies this bill, should have been) to the eventual cost to 
includes a letter from the Attorney General the taxpayer of this bill. The figure of $10,- 

000 was bandied about as an approximate 
value of the two weapons with which I am 
personally concerned. These two weapons 
are unquestionably the two most carefully 
documented and most valuable in the world 
today. From a collector's point of view, they 
are to the field of firearms what the Mona ' 
Lisa is to the field of painting, what La Pieta. 
is to the field of sculpture, and what the 
Hope diamond is to the field of gems. In 
short, they are invaluable. Discounting 
their exhibition value throughout the free 
world—which in itself is almost incalcula-
ble—they are worth greatly in excess of a, 
million dollars. Coupled with the value of 
the weapons themselves, consideration must 

tion of items of evidence in order to sub- also be given to the value of some of the 

There being no objeCtion, the state-
ment was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
STATEMENT Ow JO/IN J. Knee BEFORE THE 

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE BEDARD/NO 
H.R. 0545, UNION CALENDAR NO. 366 

tion and to the Administrator of General 
Services for disposition of the unidentified 
items with which it is concerned. Accord-
ingly, if enacted, it would significantly ac-
celerate the relentless shift of authority from 
the legislative to the executive branch. 	• 

other items concerned, principally owned, in-
sofar' as I know, by the Oswald estate. For 
example, a measure of the value of the orig-
inal manuscripts of Oswald's 2-page fare- ' 
well note, of his 12-page historic diary, and 
of his 17-page undelivered speech may be.. 
gleaned from the fact that a miscellaneous 
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a value of something over 0100,000. " i the 
proposed legislation is passed and its con-
stitutionality confirmed, the constitutional 
guarantee of just compensation will result 
In an expenditure of a staggering amount of 
taxpayers' dollars for the acquisition of ma-
terials for which the Government honestly 
has no further conceivable need. 

Finally, this proposed legislation is in the 
nature of a private bill, specifically designed 
to reverse tho inevitable outcome of a civil 
action now properly before a U.S. district 
court. This bill was proposed by the 
defendant in that action after the complaint 

. had been properly filed, and the bill's pond- 
cncy before. the Congress has been relied 
upon by the defendant in seeking repeated 
delays in filing his response. It is note-
worthy that defendant's counsel was priv-
ileged to appear before the House subcom-
mittee in support of this bill, and that plain-

' till's counsel was not privileged to appear 
in opposition thereto. In other words, you 
are here concerned with a clear attempt on. 
the part of a defendant. a member of the 
executive branch, to shift tho venue in a 
civil action from tho U.S. district court in 
which it was properly brought. by the plain-
tiff, a private citizen, to the very Halls of 
Congress. To my view, this is an outrageous 
attempt to circumvent the operation a-
yes, even a direct insult to—the system of 

•checks and balances between the three 
branches of our Government. The late 
President Kennedy himself said: "Our Con-
stitution wisely assigns both joint and sap-
drato roles to each branch of the Govern-
ment; and a President and a Congress who 
hold each other in mutual respect will nei-
ther permit nor attempt any trespass." 

In conclusion, H.R. 0545 constitutes an 
insipient threat to States rights, to personal 
property rights, and to our system of .checks 
and balances. It represents a totally unjus-
tified waste of the taxpayers' money. It 
should not be enacted. 

The bill was ordered to athird read-. 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD an excerpt from the re-
port (No. 851) , explaining the purposes 
of the bill. 

There being no objection, the excerpt 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

PIIIIVOSE 
The purpose of the proposed legislation is 

to authorize the acquisition and preservation 
by the United States of certain items of 

• evidence pertaining to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

ANALYSTS or TUE MI. 
112- 0545 would authorize the Attorney 

General to designate, by publication in the , 
Federal Register, which items considered by 
the President's Commission on the Assassina-
tion of President Kennedy are required by 
tho national interest to be acquired and pre-
served by the United States (secs. 1 and 
2(a) ). All right, title, and interest to these 
items would vest in the United States upon 
publication of the Attorney General's deter-
mination in the Federal Register (sec. 2(b)). 
Authority to effect such acquisition would 
expire 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this legislation (sec. 2(c) ). 

Under the bill, claims for just compensa-
tion must bo filed within 1 year of the date 
of publication of the Attorney General's 
designation. The bill grants concurrent 
jurisdiction to the Court of Claims and the 
U.S. district courts over claims for just com-
pensation hereunder and provides that a 
claimant filing in the Federal district court 
may request a trial by Jury (sea. 3). 	. •‘ 

No.104---14 •  . •••• 

All items acquired pursuant to the bill al, 
to be placed under the Jurisdiction of the 
Administrator of General Services and pre-
served in accordance with rules and regu-
lations which he may prescribe (sec. 4). 

The bill provides that all items acquired 
by the United States hereunder shall be 
deemed personal property within the mean-
ing of provisions penalizing removal or muti-
lation and theft, sections 2071 and 2112, title 
18, United States Code (sec. 6). The bill 
authorizes such appropriation as may bo 
necessary to carry out the purposes of the 
act (sea 6). 

STATP:WENT 
In the course of its investigation of the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 
the President's Commission on the assassina-
tion acquired a largo number of items of 
physical evidence pertaining to the assassina-
tion and related events. The most important 
of these belonged to Leo Harvey Oswald and 
his wife. The Commission recommended 
that a substantial number of these items of 
evidence, particularly those relating to the 
actual assassination of the President and the 
murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, should re-
main in the possession of the Government. 
In furtherance of this objective. the Attorney. 
General requested the introduction of the 
present measure. 

These items include the assassination 
weapon, the revolver involved in the murder 
of °Meer Tippit, among many other exhibits. 
The working papers, investigation reports. 
and transcripts of the Commission have been 
transmitted to the National Archives. The 
items of physical evidence are being retained 
in the custody of the Federal bureau of In-
vestigation. 

The committee is persuaded that the na-
tional interest requires that the Attorney 
General shall be in a position to determine 
that any of these critical exhibita, which were 
considered by the Presidents' Commissioner, 
shall be nermanently retained by the United 
States. The committee concurs in the view 
expressed by the Attorney General that in 
years ahead allegations and theories, con-
corning President Kennedy's assassination 
may abound. To eliminate questions and 
doubts the physical evidence should be se-
curely preserved. A failure to do so could 
lead to loss, destruction. or alteration of vital 
evidence and in time might serve to encour-
age irresponsible rumors undermining pub-
lic confidence in the work of the President's 
Commission. 

The authority conferred by this legislation 
authorizing the acquisition and preservation 
of certain items of evidence considered by 
the President's Commission is vital in the 
national interest. One private party has al-
ready filed suit against the Attorney General 
of the United States for possession of the 
assassination weapon and the .38 caliber re-
volver involved in the death of Police 0111- 
cer Tippit, claiming to have purchased all 
right, title, and interest in these items from • 
Mrs. Marina N. Oswald. The Government 
has not yet responded to the complaint. The 
effect of this legislation would be to deny 
the plaintiff possession of these items but 
would afford due process of law by providing 
a procedure for recovering just compensa-
tion by permitting the claimant his day in 
court to litigate his asserted rights. 

The committee believes that the need for 
this legislation is manifest and in the public 
interest, and accordingly. recommends fa-
vorable consideration of H.R. 9646, without 
amendment. 

r.rt CALENDAR 
SFIELD. 

No. 854, H.R. 0405; Calendar No. 8. 0; 
H.R. 5217; and the two succeeding bi s. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro 
ore. Without objection, it is so orde cd. . 

INCREASE THE APPROP TA-
ON AUTHORIZATION FOR THE 

RANICLIN DELANO ROOS 
EMORIAL COMMISSION 

T1 a bill au?. 9495) to mere' the 
apps priation authorization e. r the 
Fran lin Delano Roosevelt Co 	ission, • 	' 

sidered. 

anfl duly reported to the President exte.sto 
'Una Congress, although it lacked the v-

si. ent,. I grovel of the Commission of Fine Arts. 
ent that the Senate J Although It is customary for designs for • 

n of Calendar. Memorial,. in Washington to evoke some, 
• • 	 , 

aS follows: t 

 0496 lgould increase 1the expenditure 
authorization] for the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Memorial ConuniOlon from $25.000 
to $125,000 and would a7 	

d. 
Land indefinitely 

the time for tkc Commis on to select and 
report to the Pfcsident d to the Congress -
on another design for a p anent memorial 
to former President Fro in Delano Rome. 
volt. 	 $ 	 . • 

	

nieptcatirorso 	 • 
• The Franklin Dalancr, Roosevelt Memorial 

Commission was c*tab)Ished by Public Law 
372 of the 84th Ccitigiless, approved August 
11, 1955, for the puipese of considering and 
formulating plans felt the design, construe- . 
tion, and location ega permanent memorial 
to Frankin Delano Rbosevelt, in the District 
of Columbia or its lignediate environs. In 
an interim report to CqngreSS on January 2, - 
1050, the CommissiOn stcommended—  

(a) That the p6rtion, of West Potomac , 
Park, in the Distri*t of Columbia. which lies 
between Independence Al.enue and the inlet 
bridge be reserved' as a site for the proposed -- , 
memorial; and i 	I 	- 

(b) That thei/Cemmission be authorized _ 
to conduct a national competition, with ap-
propriate prizes? to determine a suitable de-
sign for the priposed memorial. 

' The agreement of Congress, to the recom-
mended site end the proposed competition 
was expressedan Public Law 86.214, approved 
September 1,A960. That law Also stipulated I - 
that the proposed memorial slieuld be "has- ll 
=onions as o location, design.'.and land use . 
with the ashington Monumekt, the Jef-
ferson Memorial, and the Lincoln. Memorial." 
and that gie Commission shouldlavail itself 
.of the asst Lance and advice of LI* Commis-
sion of Fine Arts, of the National Capital 
Planning/Commission, and of tip* National 
Park Setvice. There was authoriZed to be 
appropriated not to exceed $150.00de to carry 
out the provisions of that public latv. 

The competition was organiezd and held 
in 19V, 674 architects and sculptcks par. 
ticipa ng. A jury of architectural authori-
ties awarded first prize ($50,000) to '/3eder-
son end Tilney of New York, for their de-
sign .Fonsisting of eight monumental :eteles 
or tablets grouped in a cluster. The ;:win-
ning design was approved by the Memorial 
Commission, with the inclusion of a statue. 
or :,:isas-rellef of former President Rosevelt. 

and flpr other purposes was c 
ordere$1 to a third reading, rea 	e third 
time,apIsc iAl passed. 

Mr. 	NSPLELD. Mr. P sident, I 
ask una nimous consent to hire printed 
in the R CORD an excerpt fror the report . ' 
(No. 867 explaining the pul loses of the 
bill. 

There be ing no objection,  
was ardent to be printed 

POSE Or Hi. 

• 

ea - 	• 

the excerpt 
the Rzcoast, 

• 
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