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Suprenre Court of the Hnited States
Washington 25, B. €.
CHAMBERS OF December 3, 1963

THE CHIEF JUSTICE

Honorable Nicholas Katzenbach,
Deputy Attorney General,
Justice Department,
Washington, D. C.

My dear General:

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter I have addressed to
the members of the President's Commission to investigate the assassina-
/ tion of President Kennedy concerning the first meeting to be held at the
M/ National Archives Building on Thursday, December 5th, at 10:00 a. m.

I would appreciate it if you would be present at that time to
brief us somewhat on the procedures which may be involved and the

materials which will probably be available to us.

Also, I would like to request that you furnish us with a court
reporter to take verbatim notes of the meeting.

Looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, I am

Sincerely,
W y e / /j !
1:{ S o

LR

- b

-

——

’
{
¢ OURALMG A a
P naulang 2N

Tile
HPW




December 3, 1963

Honorable Richard Russell,
United States Senator,

Washington, D. C.
My dear Senator:

1 am calling a meeting of the Presideat's Commission to inves-
tigate the assassination of President Kennedy on Thursday, December 5th,
at 10:00 a. m. in the Conference Room of the National Archives Building.

I was not able to contact you sooner because [ have just now
srranged for quarters and obtained information from the Department of
Justice concerning what material will be available to us and when it can
be furnished. The reports of the various agencies involved have net yet
been completed, 30 as far as I know now the first meeting will be oaly for
organisational purposes. I am askipg Deputy Attorney General Katsenbach
to attend our meeting for the purpose of giving us furthsr information con-
cerning the availability of material.

Looking forward to seeing you Thursday morning, I am

Sincefmly,
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The Director ' Decembei'2 1923
Federal Bureau of Investigation B‘- y
Herbert J. Miller, jr. | B :
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November 2§, 1963

o -4 . -

THE WHITE HOU{

The President today announced that he is appointing a Special Com- : S
mission to study and report upon all facts and circumstances relating .
to the assassination of the late President, John F', Kennedy, and the
subsequent violent death of the man charged with the assassination.

The President stated that the Majority and Minority Leadership of
the Senate and the House of Representatives have been consulted with
respect to the proposed Special Commission,

The members of the Special Commission are: 3

Chief Justice Earl Wazrren, Chairman
‘Senator Richard Russell (Georgia)
Senator John Sherman Cooper (Kentucky)
Representative Hale Boggs (Louisiana)
Representative Gerald Ford (Michigan) -
Hon, Allen W, Dulles of Washington
Hon, John J, McCloy of New York

The Fresident stated that the Special Commission is to be instructed

to evaluate all available information concerning the subject of the in-
quiry, The Federal Bureau of Irwestigation, pursuant to an earlier
directive of the President, is making complete investigation of the facts.
An inquiry is also scheduled by a Texas Court of Inquiry convened by
the Attorney General of Texas under Texas law,

The Special Commission will have before it all evidence uncovered by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and all information available to any
agency of the Federal Government, The Attorney General of Texas
has also offered his cooperation, All Federal agencies an?gf ices ape
being directed to furnish services and cooperation __gg_the_/ peci% &g-
mission, The Commission will also be empowered to conduct any

further investigation that it deems desirablT. [DEPARTH ™ g

The President is instructing the Special Corhpxssi%o;s@tiq%gse

that the truth is known as far as it can be di!CcB'yeréd, and to report
findings and conclusions to him, to the AmeL ica'l.n peopli,q f.nd to the%
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S The Houston Tekgnph said' “\i?ﬁtswﬁﬂcu.by :
flame and sword, by insuit, confiscation, exile. and. -
dea!.h,a.ndbyanmewronssthmakeonpmmu

trigger. The questions arose aﬂ:erwnd_ .

Was there a small consplncy ora large onejthat
reached into the highest qumers of the A.dministn-
tion in Washtngton’ .

the:
-mmmw‘e mwmwwfw
. aliowing? the’ assassin to get’ away.
“questioned prosecuted

Wﬁy was the assassin’s “second man” ) .
get away across the border? And why, whem evi- prensur& to- silence crities, reap- a’ whirtwhd)
. dence of his whereabouts was disclosed, did high- " of bei.ng " L revenge {07 the:desth of a beloved’ President, or fbe
1 persons in Washington prefer that no news ahout o S ; : ¢ n
this man get out to the general public? t .
: thamustnmmoved !rommescene" - CaT o8
Why did 2 member of the Cabinet forbid pictures . ) Why- were._books a.nd souvenits of the assassina)
of tne slain President and order all photographic What confllcts and ’,“‘“"’“ existed: between the ‘ticn and commissicn inquiry manufactured and
evidence—except his own—destroyed ? - city and Federal police? Why was one lax, the other- printed almost as soon as the President was buried

.. vigorous, and -neither wimng to compla.ln about —was the a.tm to seek rofit or the truth?

Was a cover-up ordered by a Cabinet member officiai negligence? . P or -
that aliowed accomplices before and after the fact - Why; when the case was ofﬂcully closed in W

Was it a fact that a Congressional committee |
of assassination to get away with murder? 5. 3 woul osed ?’
. - &e y . secmtly sr.a.rted an inquiry to determine if the new ugton, d it notstay- c‘ 4
If so, was the cover-up made Yy b Presid hadahnndinthemurderotlﬂsprede- : g -
of a need to present a united front in the eyes of - cessor? o - Oputabullet into mehead ottPresident

£ tions?
oreign nations Why was the chief justice of the District of Co- = - United States—is there (in words this assassin

Did the plot to kill the President originate with  |lumbia -placed in the position of having to take ~ Often declaimed) “method in 't"ia conspiracy? Or:

? » . s . . i8.it (as Pascal wrote in his “Pensées”’) that at
Irish x(‘.f‘.z:thc»llcs With the Jesuits? Even the Pope stimnny immediately after the usassuuuon ) in “mem ave mad 5o una bly m.
: Hwtu!mstshoeﬂndbythesssassinatf.ha‘ not- to. be- mad. would uneeonEq; d 3
! B of the si ’sttn&lwords. whywa.m’t " President misfired, would he have hademuglz time nnothezorderotmdness"? " : 5
- his mother fully questioned about the deed? | 7 to get otza second; xhot" .

theabuveqwtmnswmmised‘thm. orhavebeeu:-
ru-dmourmﬂmgnhoutthmhlﬁn!:ot‘

Why were advertisements allowed that tipped otf - Why whcr t.he mlnwas reburled; ad -
theassasslnaboutthemctdmeandplacewhm - mor3 start: . that Lhemnwho.wushotmmt_
the President would be? B
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HERBERT MITGANG, formedy of The Times e
editonial board, is executive editor of C.B.S. News.

- o i

ca AR T e O P e




Howard P. Willens n;-?f-63

Eawin 0. Cuthman

Questions sbout tha President’'s assassinstiom

'rmmmmmwwm&mmumwcmmm.,

asgassination: .

1. In the first press bulletin linking Oswald with the President's
assassinatiom, he apperently was identified as & Fair Play for Cuba
Comxd ttee mevber. How was this possible! ‘

2. 1s there any evidence that Owwald was anti-Semitie and hed disrupted
Jewish meetings?

3. Did the CIA ipterview Oswald on his return from Russia? Or did any
government agency interview him on his retwrn from Russia? What were the
resulta if any?

4, Was any correspondence found in Oswald's living quarters? (It msy de

~advisable to list everything found in Cewald's rented room and place vhere

his wvife wes staying, showing any connection with the Commmist Party USA,
1f any, ar disprove any commection with .ibversive aryanizations.)

5. What are the detalls of Oswald obtaining his job? Did he get it after
the President's rout was announced?

6. What was the precise time that the first shot vas fired?

T. Was the Bock Depositary tuilding checked prior to the cavalcade?! The
details of all of this should be set forth. =

8. I presume that a full
count of all physical evidence found in the rom
vhemtheahutmnredwﬂlbcincludﬁintha“m-

zh?wmmWSMumtomm.wmuMm

10. WasOsmaundgrmnammmm' by anybody?
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11. What are the detalls of the FEI's last contret with Oswald? Was there
any reascn to believe he vas & potential cssassin?

12, Csn we trace Omwald's activities in the week of the assassimation?

13. mwmmmmmmﬁomm
&t the shooting of Oswald?

1k, DId Ruby have a pass to get into the police station? (A1l the repacters
had to heve passes.) ¥ho let Ruby into that zrea?

15. The first amnonnessent in Dallas that the President woxld vigit there
sppesred on the frout page of the Dellas Marning Hews on September 26. How
does this date of Septemder 26 relate to Oswald's vis!t to Mexico?! What
dc we Xnow sbout Oswald's movements after September 267

16, Was the rouzte used by the President oune that Oswald could have amticipated
faxr in advence would be used hy the Fresident?
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UNITED STATES GOVER,.MENT

Memorandum

TO | : Mr. Miller DATE: Nove

FROM WI Foley

SUBJECT:

Last night [ took a call for you from a person who identified
himselt as N ' =

permission to state a theory which he had relating to the
agsagsination of the President. He said that to him Oswald
did not have the kind of dedication which would lead him for
ideological reasons to try to assassinate the President. He
said, furthermore, the whole operation was obviously the
result of careful plotting, planning and execution. If Oswald
did not do this on his own, then obviously someone hired him
to do it.

,}

ot

He suggested that serious consideration be given to one of
two people: Madam Nhu or General Walker. He said both
would have public as well as personal reasons. Both also
have been shown to have definite paranoic killing tendencies.
He referred to Madam Nhu's statements at the time when Diem
was killed. He also referred to Madam Nhu's telegram to
Mrs. Kennedy. He said, however, that what led him most to
suspect Madam Nhu was the fact of the phone call shortly before
the assassination from the Oxnard, California area, which is
the same area where Madam Nhu remained in seclusion after
her husband and brother-in-law were killed.

As to General Walker he pointed to the fact that he lost his
commission under President Kennedy, that the Attorney General
was in measure at least responsible for the apprehension of
Walker at Oxford, Mississippi, and that someone familiar with
the Dallas area might well have been responsible for Oswald
getting the job at a place along the parade route before that
route had been announced.
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UNITED STATES GOVERN..ENT DE. ..RTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum | V2

TO : Mr, Nicholas deB., Katzenbach, Deputy Attorney DATE: November 27, 1963
General

FROM : Herbert J, Miller, Jr,, Assistant Attorney

General, Criminal Division .

1965

suBjecT: Tentative Qutline of Report Summarizing | SGIES SRANGE
Investigation of the Assassination of the Presid -

Based on our review of newspapers and other available
materials, the following is a tentative outline which might be
followed in preparing the report to the President dealing with
the assassination of President Kennedy,

A, Scope of Investigation and Summary

This section should review the extent of the investigative
effort made by the local authorities and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, This should reflect collection of all relevant
information from all Federal agencies, The report should
contain a brief synopsis of the entire investigation in narrative
form at the beginning,

B. Events Preceding the Assassination

The planning and programming of the trip including the
dissemination of the schedule and line of march, The public
announcement and the relationship to any other factors of the
case with emphasis on times and dates involved, A brief state-
ment of the events, and times of those events, in Fort Worth
which preceded the landing at the Dallas Airport. The appearance
of the President on the morning of the 22nd preceding the motorcade,

- C, Security Precautions

This section will review the security measures taken by
the Secret Service in cooperation with municipal, state and Federal
law enforcement officers to the extent these can be disclosed,

SIS T o



D. Time and Place of Assassination

This will include an exact description of the line of
march, the location of the Presidents car in relation to directional
indications, the speed of the line of march, the distance and
directional location to buildings and other landmarks in the area,
In this section we should detail the evidence pointing to the firing
of the shots from the Texas School Depository building, from the
particular window, the number of shots, and the total time elapsed
in the shooting, This will include any medical testimony or other
physical examination indicating the angle of trajectory from the
place of shooting to the President’s car,

E. Assassination Weapon

Where was the weapon found, The proof that this was the
weapon which fired the bullets which killed the President =
ballistics tests, Identification on the weapon to indicate its user,
its origin, its owner and its manufacturer, Any evidence of the
firing of the weapon, All information concerning the ownership of
this weapon, its purchase, its possession and all other identification
of its ownership including photographs and witnesses of its use,
Whereabouts and use of this weapon from time of purchase until
crucial time of assassination,

F. Suspect = Lee Harvey Oswald

1. A brief personal description with special emphasis on
employment at the Texas School Book Depository including dates
of employment and function,

2. Movements of Oswald prior to the time of the assassination,
This includes his travels to work on that day, and his entrance into
the building, including his identification by his supervisor to the
policeman on guard, when he was carrying an unidentified package.

3. His actdyvities during the day up to the time of the
identified firing of the shot, This will include all his movements
as observed by his co~workers and supervisors,

4, Evidence that Oswald was on the floor identified as the
place from which the shot was fired,

S . - . B 1 o i B S R
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S. All additional evidence including palm prints,
° paraffin tests and other identification of suspect with the gun
and the firing of the gun,

6. Known movements of suspect subsequent to the
assassination, as witnessed by police officers, bus drivers and
cab drivers, private citizens and others, The evidence immediately
~ preceding his apprehension by the Dallas Police Department
includingthe alleged shooting of the Dallas policeman, In
connection with these facts special emphasis should be placed
on timing and distance from the Texas School Book Depository building,

7. Personal history and background with special emphasis
on those facts which may indicate possible motive and purpose of
the assassination and possible association with other persons in
this regard, In this history will be included his military background,
his passport difficulties, his organization associations, his Russian
trip and his recent organizational activity with the Fair Play to Cuba
organization, In this area will also be included his trip to Mexico
as well as the full background of his employment and associations
in Dallas and New Orleans, Particular emphasis should be placed
‘on his finances and a complete report on all known expenditures and
income over the past few years should be prepared, In addition, it
is important to have all known information on his foreign~born wife,
his mother, his brother and other members of his immediate family,

8. Recent contacts by law enforcement agencies with
Oswald prior to assassination, Liaison with local officials, if
any, regarding Oswald's presence in Dallas,

G. The Suspect's Detendon by the Dallas Police Department

1. The results of any interviews with the suspect by the police
department or any other local, state or Federal officials, from the
time of his arrest to the time of his death,

2. Results of any searches of the suspect’s personal
belongings, The admission, if any, made by any member of his
family to the Dallas Police Department at the time of detention,

3. Circumstances surrounding the slaying of the suspect,
including the plans made for his removal from the city jail to the
county jail, the dissemination of that information, the purpose of



his removal, the precautions taken to assure his safe removal,

the identification of all persons who had any contact with the suspect
during his detention whether they were police officers, his family,
private citizens or Federal officers, The enumeration, source or other i
identification of any threats during his incarceration to him, to his
family or to any law enforcement official because of the arrest,

Any contact made on behalf of the suspect or requested by the
suspect for assistance or representation including a full exploration
of his possible association with{jj 8 any of

former clients and any other persons of reputed Communist
tendencies,

H. Murder of Lee Harvey Oswald by Jack Ruby

The facts which are our primary concern in this particular

investigation of the assassination relate to the murder of Oswald

‘by Ruby and (1) the possible communication between Ruby and Oswald
or ther association in any other way in the assassination of the
President, (2) the possible connection between Ruby and other persons eithe
associated with Oswald or who for one reason or another desired to
silence him forever, and (3) the possible association between Ruby and
any other person which may have afforded Ruby the opportunity to
murder Oswald. In order to resalve these questions, this section

of the report should cover such matters as Ruby's background,
including family, associates, activities, political sympathies,

and prior association, if any, with Oswald, In addition, the report
should cover his business interests in some detail and his relation~
"ships, if any, with members of the press, police department or

other group which might account for his presence in the building,

I. Other Suspects in Assassination or Murder

All evidence concerning the possible participation, implication
or suspicion of implication of any other person or persons in the
assassination of the President of the United States, Here we should
identify all other suspects relating the reason that they are suspected
and the evidence which substantiates this suspicion. In this area,
we should also relate any interviews or investigations conducted
concerning any person suspected of implication fromthe time of
the assassination of the President,
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J. Federal Jurisdiction

This should be a detailing of the statutory basis which
prevents the Federal Government from assuming direct supervision
of the investigation of the assassination,

K. Suggested Areas of Legislative Enactment

In this area all pending or possible proposals should be
discussed in connection with the use of firearms, security measures
surrounding the Chief Executive, and new legislation establishing the
jurisdictional basis to permit Federal entry into the investigation
at the earliest possible moment,
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Memomna’um

Mr. William E. Foley
L First Agsistant Criminal Diviaion_;. o
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called this rhorhing concerning some information
he would like to get into the proper hands. He said he had given the
mformauon toa patrolman last Friday night while dnvmg to Ohio
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November 26, 1963 YK/

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHAYES

Subject: Cooperation with Juatice Department
on Investigation of Circumstances of
President Kennedy's Assassination

1 hereby designate you as the liaison officer with
the Justice Department, and the contact point within the
State Department, on the investigation of the circumstances
of President Kennedy's assassination.

I further request that Departmental officers render

you all necessary cooperation and channel any contacts
with the Justice Department on this matter through you.

/3] George W. Zeil

George W, Ball

cc: S§/s
All Bureau Heads
Justice ~ Mr, Ratzenbach
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Novezber 25, 1963
MEHORANDUM TOR MR, MOYERS

It is important that all of the facts
surrcunding Presicdent Kennedy's Assassinstion be
made public in a way which will satisfy peopla in
the United States and abroad that all the facts
have been told and that a statsment to this effect
be made now,.

1, The pubdlic must be satisfied that
Uswald was the assassging that he did not have
confederateas who are still at large; and that
ths evidence was such that he would have besn
cenvictad at trial.

2. Speculation adbout Oswald’s zotivation
cught to bes cut off, and we should have soze basis
for rebutting thought that this waszs a Communist
conapiracy or (as the Iron Curtain press is saying)

‘a right-wing conspiracy to blame it on the Communists.

Unfortunately the facts on Uswald sesm about toO patew
too obvious (Marxist, Cuba, Ruasian wifs, stc.). The

Dallas police have nut ocut statements on the Communist
conspiracy theory, and it was they who were in charge

when he was shot and thus silencad.

3. The matter has been handled thus far
with neither dignity nor convietion, Facts have been
pixed with rumour and speculation. e can scarcely
let the world see us totally in the izmage of the
Dallas police whan our President is murdered.

I think this objective may be satisfied
by making public as soon as pogsible a complate and
thorough PRI report on Oswald and the assassination.
This may run into the difficulty of pointing to in-
consistencies between this report and statements by
Pallas police officials. But ths reputation of the
Bureau is such that it may do the whole iob.

| L RP=2/
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The only other step would bde the appointment
of a Presidential Commission of unimpeachable personnel
to review and examine the evidence and anncunce its 7
conclusions. This has both advantages and disadvantages.
It think it can await publication of the FBEI report
and public reacticn to it hers and abroad.

I think, however, that a statement that
all the facts will be made public property im an
orderly and responsidble way should de made now, He
need something tc head off pudlic speculation or
Congressional hearingas of the wrong sort.

i

Hicholas ded. Katzenbach
Daputy Attorney General

D L T
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ) [-> go':ez':::zolscs

_— T H]M WEF:am
Herbert . Miller, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, 129-1 G.E.
Criminal Division | (typed 12 /}8 /63)

o Letters Protfering Informadon regardlng
Assassination of President Kennedy

A -
P A

Attached for your lnformadon and :uch acdon u may
© be lndlcated are the fonowing. x,,_.‘ RS : .

Seeds of Doubx: Some Questionn ’Abou: the President’s s
' Assassination, by Jack Minnis and Staughmn Lynd, of
Atlanta. Georgia. e o i

Letter dated November 23, 1963, _ -

Enclosures

cc: Records /

Chrono . s
Mr. Foley
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SEEDS OF Dg UBTs _
Some GuesREGEIVED e Prezident’s AvsWti°n

,33,//
BEC 12 953 Jeck Minnis’ and Stau hton Lynd

CRIMINAL DIyISIgiC “eore=2 5t SV Kilante, Ga. 30314

On December 3, newspapers reported that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation would confirm in all essentials the version of the
Presidentis assassination previously presented by the Dallas police
and by Gordon Shanklin, F.B.I. agent in charge in Dallas. According
to these accounts the F.B.I. will state that: (1) Lee Cswald,
without accomplices, fired three shots at Presldent Kennedy from a
sixth floor window of the Texas Schoolbook Depository Bullding;

(2) About rive and one half seconds elapsed between the first shot
and the last; (3) All three shots cames from behind and slightly to
zhe right of the President’s car; (4) The same weapon fired all
hree shots.

Theze revorts astonished us. Like many citizens we have attempted
to follow the details of the tragic events of November 22 as they have
been relesased to ths public. We have made what seems to us a careful
analysis of the evidence, We have shown this analysis to a number of
research svecialists, collage professcrs and newsmen, including one
reporter who covered the story for a leading American newspaper. With-
cut exc~ption, these rsaders felt that cur analysis merited serlous
conaideraticn, and Shat 1% called into quesiion several aspects of
the r.B.I.=-Dallas police account of the assassination,

We are not amateur detectives., We do not enjoy poring over the
TODY detai*s of this killing, Ve do not enjey the tedlum of comparing
tae varigus guobatlons Irem the police and the F.B.I. vhich heve
vp2ared in newspaner secounta

n) d fite]

; we pellevs there sro important ceniradictions betwesn the

recel7ed versicn of ths crime and the avallable evidence, which oth
citizens may wan't to consider., We think the American peopis have a
rilzht Te Znew: (L) How Lee Oswald. from a positlon vehlnd and
slicatly To <she rizht o1 President fennedr, Tired a 220t which
2ntared The President’s neck Just below the Adam’s apple; (2} How
Ggvnld) as?xv & btolt-actlon rifle, fired three shots with dsadly

accurasy ina ;LVB and cne half se*onds at a Sarget 75-100 yards away
moving about 25 miles an hour; (3) How the three shots could have
produced four bullets; (&) Hon Lee Oswald did all the things he is
suﬂoosed to nave done in the 15 or 30 minutes (there ars two
different accounts) between the time the President was assassinated
and ths tine Cswald allegedly ran into his avartme : .

The analysis ol the evidence which follows A3 QL 'R
these sections: (I) “The Ta:-;a”* (IZ) The “oundd; PE—PfWENT:‘BgJUSﬂ

Weapcn; {(IV) The Bullets; V! Tie Hurdsrer, 722 DEC 10 355[
RECORDS BRANCH | B
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I. The Targes )

Below 1s & rough diagran of %the a3sassinaticn scene which we
have constructad from a mey of %this a2rea vhilch was printed 1n ths Naw
York Time3z of November 23 and from the pictures of the scene we have

found in newspapersa: Taras Sedeellsox @e';asé’ _{@w Byii 4‘37*'3
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The motorcade consisted of a number of vehicles., The lsading
vehicle was the Presidentisl limousine with the President and Mrs.
Kennedy in the rear seat, the President on the right. On Jump seats
in front of the Kennedys, facing forward, were Governor and Mrs.
Connally, Governor Connally on the right. Tha second car was filled
with Secret Service men. The third car contained Vice~President and
Mrs, Johnson and Senator Ralph Yarborough. In the fourth car were
Secret Service acents protecting the Vice-President. The fifth car
was & White House press pool car with a telephone company employee
driving, UPI corresvondent Merriman Smith in the middle of the front
geat, and acting Uhite House Press Secretary Malcolm Xildulf on the
right front. The other vehicles in the motorcade, of undetermlined
rumber, carrled Texas and Dallas digniteries; there were two buses
of reporiers, ssveral open cara carrying photographers and other
rencrters. and & rus for White House staff members.

At about 12330 pa, liovember 22, the President’s limouzine made
turn at Bim end Houszten Strests into the aporoacis to the underpass
ding t¢ Stvemmons Freewzy. The car was traveling soout 295 miles an
ur, or atcut 12 yarde per zecond., Tae dlstance between the. turn at
1 Sitree’ and the underpass iz ebeut 2290 yards, Thus at the epeed

11ch 211 witnecses agree ths motorcade was travelinz, tias maximum
1- 14 ;

c

i

o

e

.
-

B by s o

we7e congwied Traversliag this distance woulid havs besn

<6
b3
4
.|

>N
]

O peer = 0O
t
<
§
b
‘.
-

[ AN s

L, sne gxac¢t point in
ting cccurred., How=
vailable evidencs,

d2%arming, with precisi
7ards at which the shio
1ts can be set from the
] orting in the New Yo Timeg, the jlew York
Jarald Toituns, e ¥Washinctcn Sos%, the Atlanty Constitutiopn, and for
both Associsated Press and United Press International, estimate that
the President’s car was 75=-100 yards past the turn at Elm and Houston
when the first shot wesg fired; cthers, persons on the svot at the )
time, say the President’a car was midway between the turn and the
underpass; ‘¥rs, Connally says %the car was almost ready to go under-
naata the underpass; Covernor Connally says the car had just made the
turn at% Elzn and Hdouston.

o
29
m

40 0 0

A reader, makxing use of the tiree, the lamp post, and the
orn:iental wall shown in pictures on pages 24, 25 and 32H of Llfs
magarine for November 29, can a»oroximately identify for himself the
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ooint at wnich the President, sxilinz, waving and looking straight
au,ad &3 the lircusine meved Tovard uﬂe underpass, su-denly made a
"elutching moveument toward hls threat.® . -
Jehn Herbers, writing in the MNew York Times of Hovember 27,
comments on tha l5-second movie sequence of the assassination taken by
an amateur phouogranher (from which the victures in Life mazazine
were selacted)., He says rive seconds elapsed from the rirst shot
until tihe President’s car disanveared into the underpass. If the
President’s car continued at 25 miles an hour after the first shot then
1t traveled about 60 yards during this five seconds and, therefore,
nust have been about 160 yards from the turn at 1m and Houston
when firing commenced, If, as most witnesses believe, 1t accelerated
ranidly after the first shot, then 1% traversed conslidersbly more
than 60 yards during those five seconds. On the evidence of the
movie, we would estimate the distance between the turn at Elm and
Houston and the site of the first shot at something less than 160
yards, not a»noreciably out of line with the estimates of witnesses
and newsmen, and the anticipated conclusicn of the F.B.I. revort.

Having established, with some certainty we thin's, the fact that
the Presidential car was avproximately 100 yards past the turn at
Elm and Houston when ths first shot was fired, we can move to a
conslderation of ths trounds.

II., The Wounds

Tem Wicker, in the Nsw York Times of November 23, wrote that
Docters Malcolm Peryy and Kemp Clark, who attendsd Mr. ZXennedy in
the emergency rcom of the Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas
immedia:ely alSer the shwotinz, described the President’s wounds
thus: fr, Fenuedy was hit by a tullet in the threoat, just below
the Adzm’s a»nple. . . . This wound had the amearance of a bullet's
entry. br. Keanedy alsc had a massive, gzaping wound in the back and
en the rignt sii3 of 3he nead,”® Dr, Parry waz the £irz2?y physician
$0 Ureat she Presidani. o, Clark was summcned and arrived im a
alnute o v,

sunts refiecsed some gonfusiuz about tce

whe 8arly nsws acc
natur2 o7 o2 Pracidsnt’s wounds,  We og2ar newhere A0 She nowspsvers
Sor heard 1o oany of ians padio or TV ccccunza any atu°P“J L6 reszenclle
2 wound in ths Ivonh ef the Prasident-s Throzt with “ue theory that
shiz sheT: cenz2 Tonm She Texap Schoelloox Depository, 75=100 yarda
S8 The r3zr of (o2 President at she %tinse the Tips? Shot was [irad.
Ner did we z22 o nuar any suggestion saat the original accounts ol

wher2 the Presidencis car was at the Zime ol the shootiﬁv mizht be
inaccurase, This could, perhaps, be attributed to tha fact that
identification of the throat wound a3 one of entry was tantative,
and that 1t would be rezsconabls te sunpose a bullet ?n?erinE the
bask of tha Prreident's head, fired frem an sngle of egbout 45 degrees
abcve kim, mizns exit o3 tle Adanm’s anple, The excaining doctors,

as they wers nuds2d 1n ‘he early precss acconnts, seemsd %o be unsure
a3 0 whether one tullet or two had .nflicted tae head and «taroad
wounds of t1e President.
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However, John Harbers, in a follecw-up atory in the Timeg of
iicvenbsr 27, cleared all this up. Herbers quotes Dr, Kemp Clark, -
the Dallss surgeon who pronounced the Prssident dead, as saying il
%o bullets hit the President. One entered througzh the throat Just

below tha Adam’s apple and ranged downward, without exiting., The
otrer struck the rignt side of the back of ths President’s head
tangentially (thet 1=, it smashed in and out of the back of his head,
traveling on a tangent to his head).

From this description of the Fresident’s wounds, it seems clear
that one bullet must heve been fired frem 4in front ¢f the President.
Herbers tries to reconcile the frontal wound with the supposed
position of the assassin in the Schoolbook Depository Bullding by
sugzesting that the gunman could have fired as the President's car
was approaching the bullding, then swung the gun through an arc of
almost 180 degrees and fired twice mere. This reconciliatlon
icnores the uncontroverted accounts of many eye-witnesses as to
where the President®s car was at the time the firat shot was heard,
We think it well-established that the first shot was fired only
after the President®s car was more than 75 yards past the bullding.
Indeed, Herbers'! own interpretation of the l5-second movie sequence
eatablishes this almost beycnd questicn, In order for the assassin
to have wounded the President frontally from his supposed position
in the building, he would have had to fire while the Presidentlal
car was entering the turn at Houston and Elm, or before the car had
halfway completed the turn. By all accounta this would have been
six to eizht seconds before a shot was heard, According to a Now
York Times dispatch from Dallas dated November 27, the Secret
Sarvice conducted a re-ensctment of the assassination that day. The
dlsvatch reported that "the consensus was that the shooting began
after the President’s car had made the turn.”

e see no way to reconcile the conclusicn attributed to the
fortheoning F.B.I. revort, that "4t has besen established that all
three shois csme from the same direciicn, behind and slizhtly to
tha right of the Fresidentis csr® (AP dispatch datellned Washington,
Atlarta Jaurnal, Dec, 23), witn the statemeni of Dallas doctors that
one bulles styuck $he Presldent at atcut the necktie knot "in the
mid-section of the front varz of his neck" {(Hey Yorx Times, Hov. 24
ard 27). Indsed, the bullet that struck the Fresidsni's throat was
fTicstently Trental taat Dr. Clark at first tihcught the same bulled
g% have ent2red throuvgh the throat end exited through tha upper
2r of the President’a head {sea ¥Yihe Kennedy Wound,® New ¥York
med, Nov, 24, for an accouny based on thls supnositlen).

Wa think 4t slznificant iheai ci December j, thirteen days after
the assassination, 'Federal investiguators" wera 3%ill simulating
the c¢rrime with car, camera and surveyoris transit on £1lm Street in
Dalias, in an attempt to answer ths question "hcw the President could
have received a bullet in the front of the threa? from & rifls in the
Texas Schicol Book Depository Bullding efter his car had passed the
bullding snd was turning a gentle curve away from it* (Joseph Loftus
in the Naw York Times, Dec., 6), '

Is 1t compleiely irrelevant that Frenk Cermier of the AP rsports
{Atlanta Cemgtitusion, Dec, 3) that experts discovered "a zmall,
unexslained hole" in the windshield of the President’s limcusine?
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I1I. The Weapon

There are other difficulties with the police-F.B.I. theory con-
sequent on %ths naturs of the wsapcn suvposedly used by the assassin.

narly press accounts quoted various members of the Dallas police
force as saying the assassin’s weapon was a 30 callber Enfleld and a
7.05 mm Mauser. One Secrst Service man was reported to have sald he
thought the wesoon was an "Army or Javenese rifle" of .25 caliber., The
seme press accounts reported that the rifle was found on the second
floor of the building by a window, in the fifth-floor staircase, by an
oven sixth floor indow, and hidden behind boxes and cases on the
second and sixth floors.

It was not until the F.B.I. allegedly discovered that Oswald had
ourchased an Italian-made 6,5 mm rifle from a Chicago mall order
house that the confusion was dispelled. Then all accounis and all
gources agreed, the former .30~-caliber-Enfield-7,65-Mauser was now a
6.5 mm Italian-made rifle with telescopic sight. It was also at this
fime that all sources began agreeing that the gun had been found on
the sixth floor, though some still held out for the open=window
location, while others argued for the buried=-behind-the-boxes~and-
cases theory.-

In all this maneuvering about the gun, we were continually dis-
turbed about the fast that the gun was universally described as a
bolt=action rifle with telescopic sicht. We Aid not at that time have
a very clear ldea of the precise number of seconds within which the
shots had occurred, but wa were uneasy about anyone's having gotten
of f the renorted three snots with a bolt action rifle from that distancs
at a target moving twelve yards a second with that accuracy, quicily
encugh to have crested such confusion atcut who got hit firsi, the
Fresldent or tins Governor,

On November 2¢ the Negw York Timea reported that "a group of the
icn's most Znowledgzeable gun experis, meeting in Haryland at the
T the shooting. agrsad %hal%, considering the gun; thae dlstance,
nd th2 movement of the Presicdent’s car, e assacsia was
excegptional marksmen or fantastically lucky in plescing his
Ths Thiman account does not indicate whether the experts aliso

e
-

ad une extrema rapidity with which the shots were fired..
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Tnhen on Hovember 27 the Times ran enother story telling about
353 wnich had been conducted by a "firearms expers from the National
¥la Asscctatisn® in Washincson. The exper’t had used a "Model 1938

.3 mm bolt acticn rifle.® His Sarget had been 350 feet away. He was
abie %¢ getl off three shots An aleven gsconds and they struck within
a one=inch circle. On a sscond try the expert ras able tc get off
three shots in eight seconds with comvarsble accuracy. Using this
performance as a basis for snecula%ion, the expert reasoned that a
person wail=oracticed with the use of the zun could have done as
well or better uader the conditions of the cssassiration in Dallas.
(The story di7 not indicate whether or not the target used in these
tasts was stationary or moving.) -

Othars did not agree with this expert. The Italian newspaper

— — ~
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Gorrlere lLombardo of ¥ilen said, as rerorted in the same Tines story,

“nav if tne Modsl 38 were used and that if more than one shot were
fired “there must have been a second attacker.® In France, the Times
story hent on, fthe Parls Jdsuy sald that a non-automatic rifle could
not have been used to firs two bullets Ainto President Kennedy and one
into Governor Connally. 1In Vienna, the Olympics champion shot, Hubert
Hammerer, sald that the initicl shot could have been made under the
conditions in Dallas when Mr, Kennedy wasg killed. But he considered
it unlixzely that one man could have triggered three shois within five
seconds with the weapon used.

All these experts were proceeding on the theory that the shots
wores fired as the Presidential car sped away from the gunman, with the
gunman having tc allow only for the forward movement of the car. This
sunnosition, of course, takes no account of the marksman himself having
te meve in order to swing the gun through an arc of 180 degrees.

These experts wers aleo preceding on the theory that Lee Oswald
was a c¢rack markaman, However, and contrary to some early reports,
1t apoears that in the Marines Oswsld was only an “average® marksman
éLauri?ce Stern and Alfred E, Lewis, writing in the Yasghington Pos%,

GCO n

1V, The Bullets

Len there i3 the matter of the bullets. There is general
agreemnn* among the witnesses and newspaper accounts that three shots
ware Iired, ;ypi"ﬂl 1s Senator Relph Yertorough®’s description,:
quoted her Tom the wauinw*on °c3t of November 23: "I hsard three
loud etvlc;ﬂona Thot 801 wndad llke shots from a deer rifle. You could
smell powdar.

Yet tnere appee> to be four Lullets invelved., In the Mew York
of Nevember 23, Fred Porizugaels ghory frow Dallas ilsts as. part

Timaa

of sha2 zvidencs SuonOTLINE the 05'57d=3chsolbockﬂ39nos1t0rV=hannlicherm
Cartcano taeory: A bullet that Secrst Service men removed fron a
giratchar 2% farkland Zospltal a!tzr the shocwting, &nd two ctulled
Tragznsnia romcved fPcenm ths Presidential cultomovlle matched bullets
Tloed By othe rAfls (F.3.1.1 azontas fcound Anside the {warehousel.®
rovledze cilze ferden Slhan k1l 7.3,I. sgent An charge i Dallas, ss
Bis sourse of informaticn. Shna 1% would sppezr accounia fer %Lwo
Tulless. In the Timeg of Novenber 27, Jonhn Herbers' story from Dalles
say?: “Three ghots are Xnown to have been fired. Twe hit the
Freczidani. Cne 4.4 not emergeo or. Kemp .Clark, who pronouncsd Mo,

Xennsdy cdeed. sald one struck hin alt about the necktie knos, ‘It
ranzed downward and did not exiu.“ the surzeon said.” Thus there ia
tha bullat from the atretcher, the bullet which was found fragmented
'in the car, and the bullet that did not exit from the President.,

An AP Bispa%en Irem DPallas in ths Aflanta Constiiuticn of Noveuber
23 zuoias Dr, Rorert R. thaw, astiending paysician for Covarnor Connally:
“f"ne Covrerno»] seers to have been struck by just ons bullat, . . «

We kacw Pthe wound of entrancs was aleng the right shoulder. He was
shot from above. . . . [Ths bullet] entered the back of his chest and

moved outward. « I% emerged from his chest and struck his wrlst and
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Tl . JrooTuLley is ot il o nis o Led. X .

e Lmaer Une guTatensy cullen, a0 LriEmenved bwlied, Ine
SLLTAT LT AsacAaines i tho Prasideni, and sne bullen in the Governoi's
e, Hergaps., in onls Dimes story of the 27th, oresuzeg “that the
Lillet That stiuels toe Yregiizatts head was the one recovered from the
vgratener that bere tae President 4intos the Rosoival." He do-snit
t-corize slous how %he bullet 6% onto the gtretcher. ISr, Clark stated
< £ the ullet went "La =223 out? of the Prestdant®s head, we assune
“mi: tc we~n tnat there wvas an exit as well as an entry wound in the
sr=sident's head. Furthermore, 1t would be much more liXxely that the

fraocrented bullst would be the one whilch made the head wound., Ledoyne

inyey, forensic medicine specialist, in his ook Homliclde Inveostiz o

~ites; “:hen a 1ezd buliet ig fir~d into the skull at &n angls, it
1t wme im=a fracture the skull bone in such a way that a. sharp edge
ol bcue i3 nresented %o the bullet. As a result, the bulle?t is cut in
s lepcthwise. o . . It 4s not llkely to haoven AL Jac&eted saaunition
1z ussd." Accordins to Ralvh MeGill (Atlansa Cons*;cu,;gn ilov, 29)
the m3aznacin usad "dum-dua (357t lead) a.munition.*

It shoul® be noted here, too, that while Herbers 1dentif1es the
gtr=-tehsr rrom which thes bullet waas reroved; Pcul-~dce’s story of two
“wya sariier, in '*hish he cites F.P, I, azent Gordon ahsn :1in ag his
gcusse. merely aave: YA bullet that Secret Service men removed from
s 2tvetcher feur itallce].’

o have ng rray of Znewing whethe» the bullet remalined inside the
L2 el ¥na Fraczident and woes buried rith nlm, or ‘hesher it wzs

-

reggved tUar syilencs, Dr, Clark;9 in Herbers® sgtory of the 27th, merely

3378 Toa% L hallen di- nat exis of itz oom zeserd, Then Harber
CpLlesd e pullsr Lazy did not exit frcm the rresident 3 oedy may
Mive 21008 Gesn recevered i an gutopev. bDut the FPariland Hesnital
sald 09 autovar vrag sarforaed An Dallss. ™ Aan AR dlanatésh in the
Drllor | ‘ 30 Lavenbsr 27 a3vtates thad "ghe Yhite House nas ac
far na™ o gn autsnsy ras oﬂr‘srm@i <n the badr c¢?f
5121 Zernedy. Feor aooroximasely ninsthsurs %he
?ofy .y owvavsl Hounital Lmzs Priiay nicat znt esarly
Sasu 2 oand 235, Am A8 Alanaten which nupeared ia
The c2T2g OF WOV, 27 statea sy “dlciors 2g oshs
TEBRE fal conngal mads a peelemorien exaniaaticn of
e e
Lhar autesrlital glso stated, d:corflrg S onarbera. Wnal

tune ranory 3F President Kennedr"s azsaecination, writisn in
lonsh Yo JLlAPK, chlefd U2 paurcsurseyy at Jartiend, haa desen
Sl S2aret cervice snd the hoa-isal nad no cepy. The hosolsal
PADAL szoet Sarvice to return it eventually. ¥

Anotner Tact we find puzzling is that 2 narentiy 4the two bullets
wiih toe clou'lest pedleree sre the ones that link ths shooting to
The Fun the invecticzators finally sattled zsa frod a £i-1d ¢f three or
Lave. Pevded ety story of the 27:n. suoTed ahovae, scaces thAT the
Stoetiner alled and fa@ Cragsented Tullet Totolled bullels filrfed oy
. S.omEn o frog o she palle fount inside *he Suilzisgz.  The ril~e vaa
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vamber 32, 3o vere the two bulliets,

im
A Dallses police and the F.3.1., .
~e T wng 1dentified to no szen varfsuzly
Suooa Taricle At e ausér» nen, anwellme on Novanber 23, the
Thertify 57 Lie pifle CrARDSeR., L§ Decame & danalicher=Carcano. ne
33 nov xroee cthatiasr 3¢ 4g the custom ¢f Italisn rifle-makers To leave
Tisip napng oFY thelr oroducts, 80 thad they cannot be identifled
L.ordlately,  But, Af so, why tiie false jdentificartion?
wa <3 Knecs Shat the more damnace done to the surface of tas
s mora ubhious becomes the accuracy of laboratsry comparison
tullst: ta determine yhigh zun of s given nuke it was fired

frpj” ¢ .t iF She maks of the gun c¢an be determined. Thus the
L Lirfcatisn of the gun that sunousedly Tirez the assansslnatio
ze»ns to r~8t orimarily, not on the fragmented dbullet, bu.

- Ll L,““k»?f faund by a Zecres Tervice xana on g ftrs,cher in
“oa.ant o msTmital; bLailasg, after uhe Pregident wss sno%,
It 4z by no zeans clear at this noint Just where this bullet came .
Jrooaonal B 1 came te bLe on the stretener,

V. The Murdsrer

The vay the sunnesed as sination pun i¢ linked to the susposed
25 azain iz ;riause to9. fcﬂlﬂﬂze“s story of tnv 25th states: "The
CL e I'ordinn 3hanirlin] said the youngz man oriered a <.5 um
>3c7ne gight from s Thizazo stors laa* scring.  The
Te an ‘A, Hidell, at Cs—uld'e post oiTice box hers, It
21 post on Margh 20, Samples of Oswald's handwriting

AT to the F.B,I, laboeratory in Washinrton whare they
Wy tae handwrlitinz in the letter ordering the rirle,”
i h. 22%n, Powliedre agsin refers to the gua: *The
Sitir Rid Theo police nad Ttrased She serial number of ths
surde ; seitan TiFIes with a tslegcovic 3ight, %o the Chicsso
Ssll o irat nal 57ld Tgreld o vifle lpat guring.t Thus all”
Ve The Jallol soelies atagar @ven v e 2lalmiac is that
SR IL vl s Tiret L@ Saceltedss ~ullat and fhe mun they sav CTzwald
Ampsad o veen Tae son ot omalloan el asias, “ '
AL S A 5 1% as beings 3w
Al G 3 for T12.73. Cn
s 13erenl 20w a 1.
v nwrize ©f She Tun
ar url dt=canun of
lon Uy, wswald naid

%

S¢ Tar =0 e Znty, Tthe only thing whileh links Oz:ald to the zun
2 33 aiizxzsd TL have criared 1z %he 10**e" the F.2.I, s&ys it hsg in
vawaiifs heriwriting, but signed "A, Hid < Yet wnen this latter was
1785274ibes1 $o nevgmen in *he esriy days or tne 1nva5+1rabion i
supnodally pries2d the un gagd marﬁz for 212.78. ilow wa learn that the
10, LT usot an =idvtiensal I7.8C.  Waa thae 51;?t r*a*»d in a sanarats
L-ttor, 2130 in vsuwalld' @ aaniuiigias and 3 alsred s, L1217 daa
L2r3 Sns Loney sraeXr signed Ly Hifell “q* 12.78 a‘ﬂ ancthay for
7332  an. 1@ 20 ¥n¥ was this inlormalion nel“ tasi at the tixe the
SLIEDr Wwas gnaouLcad:

.
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e Ve piavtrlet attorney Wade said.,

. 3 AL B et . .

. Tl S0 IT L LANS were T Tt Twd Iauad oin the wrrenguse, ao"9v=rh
- Lo e Lo ULozt,oplots, Loen palmorinia, And ea Nevozbher €7
’ ~t Tiesmery wisliraa, one oo the natlen'a ileedina cef -nsa la“yﬂzsg
- - 3aid tnw solilce's purneried discevery of Cegwamld's palmprinte in
e reomz vwhere Che assas’asin lay in walt was not necessarily ‘ncriminatingo
:Talanrincs nre net naarly as conciusive as fingerorints,® he sald.®
Yoo Tepy 2ogt. Nov, 275,

In other narte of hia Nov. 24 conference, District Attorney ‘ade
ga-zed =0 cenfusad Tthat ve must guestion whether he really knew much
Sheut the avidencga exainst Cswald at the time. As an example of his

&

‘ugion, noie the following exchanga referring to the alleged attempt
awald o shs0% an arrssting officer in the Toxas Theater (taken from
~oorrint of tha navs coaference published in the New York Times, Nov. 20)3

e Ry i'n*t it zo off?

A, I% sranped. It wvas a misfire. Then the officers
subdued him -« gsome six officers -- subdued hinm
there in the theater, and he was brought to the
police station hers.

e Mr. Wade, why dicn't the gun fira?

A, It misfired, be1n~ on the =- the zhell 4l nit
explode, We have 1t vhere it hit it, but it
d1n'*t exploeds., It Jidn*t fire the shell,

‘e There was one offlcer who sald that he pulled
the trigper. but he managed to put his thuxbd in
the nart be2fore the firing pin. It di'n'%. .

Ge - » -3StriXe the == the bulle’ diin*t explode. 1Is
that 3it?

Ao 2 don't knar whother 1t°s that or not. I now ke
din'% snap the zun 1s 811 I Xnow about it,

Ny, eltner Yaode nad ac »art ¢f the evidencs, the mistfirs bullet Irom
g plsssl. wiih a mark 2n 1t made by the plstol's firing pin, or os
Ai3mto. He 21400t 3esm vo Xnow Baesasr ne sad 1% O nRot.

L1 Lw o ell. 3T i3 hard to 33e nsw arnsy U217 asle

coemoliiar TDovoull osay wilhout oanay o giller.- thiz

Sopsrliltilarily AvresnsasiuLle etatanent In view of the fact inal some
SooTaw oruomasTad svldansy = 2 0n o as Tae gloaged siatenent ay Nre
Jevald st oaer niesand nad o a rirle in Sheir garege on the nlstit helore
tre assasainetvion buv thad 1d was gone tne next day -= would nevear have
bean gduissacle in a Tamas courd, as “he oollce resdily admitled.

We will remwarkX on sSniy one othar asnect of the case againas
Ce'uld. Dallas Cissriet Attorney Wade ufTered to nesmen and to th
na%lic, as ane of the links in the chain of evidence szainat Cs'ald.s the
tzect that Cswald went %o his “ome in Oax Cliff, changed nis clothes
hoerrtesly, and latt (Uafae's Nov, 24 neva conference as printed ln the
Vo Yenn TizaB, Novw, °o) Accarding to a UPI disznatch date~llned Dallas

r the aEoanaa Joupnal Mev. 23. Ylrs, ., O, Robarts; ~‘ho worzs rfor tha
“a-ans (fpom wnom Cavald remted & room %n Gak Ciir?l. said thas at
”W

9
2hout 12:05 nm (Zallas Time) Friday she hacd just learned thar 7,

B Tatvs s oa
TR
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fennedy was shot., In rushed Oswald, !Cn the dead run,‘' she gaid.. ‘'He
an <o his rocm, came running baek with a dray zioner jacket and out -the
0. LR} o

o

iu vy
H

The zzsaasin’s tulless wers fired betwesn 12:30 and 12:31 pm (Dallas
Time), Oarald suncosedly rired them from the sixtn floor of the building
wihere he vorked, Then, sunnosedly. nha hid the rifie teshind some bookse
and ozcking cases and made his way to the second floor of the bullding.
oy 3. Truly, T503 managzer, and a peliceman ran into the bullding
imiediately after the shots were rired. "The two men scrasbled up the
stalrs to the sccond floor. As they mnade inelr way to the back stalrway,
the pelliceman salr Oswalid standing beslde a sofl drink machine; sionping
from a Ccke bottle," (¥ on Post, Dec. 1), Accordiing to the New
Voo Pogt (Nov, 27) two noted criminal lawyers have questioned this
account. Maurice Edelbaum said: "The main incongruity I see is the
report of Oswald's swift descent from the sixth floor. The moment a
nollicenan mizhed into the building Oswusld was there." Raymond Brown
stated: ‘“How 31¢ he get down? VWers there steps or an elevator from
the sixth floor? Did anybody see him?V

Then, according to Wade, Oswald left the building and walked four
blocltes west to Lanmar Street w-ere he boarded a bus. He rode the btus an
undetarmined numbsr of blocks and then got off, He hailed a taxicabd and
rode four miles to hls room in the OgX Cliff sectlicn of Dallas. He
arrived, accordine to Mrs. Roberts, Just fourtesn minutes after the
aszacsination, Now if the taxicab was able to average 20 miles an hour,
whizn we think would be a maximun, the taxi ride rould have tazken twelve
minutes, Thiz leaves Oswrald with just two minutves to shocot ths
President and Geverner Connally, clean and hide the gun, run down four
flichts of stairs, search his poskets for coins, get a ccke Irom the
maching, cpen 1t enzage in 3oz=e conversation with Mr. Truly and the
policenan, meike his way from the second floor out of the building, walk
four blocis to the bus stop, board the bus and ride several bloczs; and

ge? or? the bus and hall a taxi.

Un Dzzenber L3t, neovever, the Yeshinztcon 2gs% ouoted housexesper
Roberts a3 sarving: "He came dashirz in sboul 1 c¢'cloc ' This new
versisn craeates new Alfficuliiss. for those reporters refer to “the
flounisyrins of hne %z 1 tas ehcx2d downiown traliii. ! aad to fhe fact
whAst Czwald 'told the fcabl driver ©o drep him orr a2t a earnzr Tios
pLeela beysnd Mis rooaing house. ! IZ the Svartic was dghickzd? we probably
~2=2 ha 2v La nzl? she eatizaTed nverags axnesd of Yha Laxl sver w2
four miles %o Cewsld’s rocming hous., AL an average goeed o7 ten milssw
an DgUr- T rauld nave Ualsn The anl 28 minuvtes To acver the disfonge.
Trls wouid Leave Oswald five minuies t0 sncot thz resident and Govarner
Connalliy; clz2an end hide The gun. run down Tour flirzhts of stalra, <dearch
his pacielz for ooinz, gelt & coka from the machine, open 1Y, enga~2 in
agze conversation with Yr, Truly and the policeman, @axs nis way from
2= sezcond Tlsor osut of the bullding, walk four blocks to the bus step
board tne cus and ride several blocks, and get off the bus snd hall a

taxl, and, of course, il we acceot this version, we must allow, --ithin
the five minutes lel't to Oswald, the time necessary to walk the five
bl s back to hisz rooming house from the corner to which the taxi took

hiz, -
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Y1, Conclusion .o
Ve are awvare thad under crast pressure and in the midst of
confusion, wistzakes are eszlly made. No dsubt many of the dlscre-
~enclies presented above are of thig naturs. If 30, pHVsﬁcal

evidence can be prceduced which will readily make this cle

..4
-3

It is also true, howsver, that under great pressure and in the
midist el confusion investizating arencles msy be teipted to declare
a cazse closed and to presume an inascent man guilty, especially
when that man is dead and cannot be brought to trial,

Since the bulk of thu:s analysis was wrltten, the nation‘s

leadling news mazazines -- Time, Life, Newsgweex, and U.5; Newg ang

jorld Aeort -- have made public their versions of the assassination,

Thew merely add to the confusion, For exanple, Time (Lec, 6) has
Cevald buying rifle and sigiht for 119.95, while accordlng %o [{gwswe
(Uec. 9) he vald $12,78. All early sccounts of the assasslration put
the speed of the President's limousins at about 25 miles ge“ hour,
‘but nov 1t has slowed to 15 miles per hour (Life, liov, “no more
than hal? the 25 milaes per hour first estimated Dy authorlties“
(howsuecr, Dec, 9), and 12 miles per hour (1.3, Levs and .orld
D600k, vec, 9. The latter macazine comuents: V"If rresident
Kennsdrls car had been nmoving even 20 miles an hour, the exoverts
3ny. it @izht have made the Zezd time too Al..iiat a pooblem Ior
the sniger.® Couid this Le wiiy the car nns el2wad uow since Nevembar

22

The centrnl srotlen -- the fagt that the President was wecunded
in the {frant r toa thraat ('the mid-asgcticn of Sthe frons nart cf
nlis na2ni,’! C*cr”*ﬂ* te ”s,zAI doctore? et FParxkland Hssnital on

Caan

A
g

Navenbear 23 [lewr Wawk Tipoea Nov  2L5) - r;n"us, L:fe and nerraweek

cluce %he Progident'e gar L7 Thet 2nd VH0 Tz2et pezt the turn at

She Tlze 2 wneo TLrsy avis. & sherbar dlzlence shan cai estizates

Tt omuca Toe Adstont 2vean tre wipaon Yo 3 ShaT Throwrn Une frong

&7 The neci Tity [Deg, 2! pecnavnmiresz Sha Drociam. Sul $2lves 1t oy

5.7ing vhat the Freaideny waz turaling Jor Yo the nizht el Yhe muaent

=7 Panscl.  Thig exmTanstlon amnears o Jell Lo two roeasone.

Firos, LAToUE o0 ouwiovaros €0 The avanT o Tne loigue of dovenber &9

2hor %ne Fresidant loeolling sirsigat ahead,  Jacend, Ll 3iraer

curtes 1ef% as 1% sassz: The warenouse ouiliing (see thi2 piloturs

Shopaze 7Y o7 LiZe. dNow. 295, 4a sucn s vaY thas wian oa firstd

Tullet avmuick waR Trealasnt'g Baclt wag (0 tae indow In crdar for

a Luilat to have entared "tiae mide=zaction of the fronat nart of his

neck® the Pregident weuld have had tc Turn elnpletely arcund lusg

befors the shot waa fired.

We belisva there must be sn investigaticn of %The assassina*ion
whlch 40AY not 3an suT to orove thaet Osald Q4 1%, tul hlch work
sn the assuupiicn thas anp Luensity of tne Xiiler ¢r xilisrg ig

unknewn, <% s disSurbins that the purccse of 1aveslizxilas Ccoules

eet up by -ﬂp state of .ex 3 and by ths new PFresident has Deen
degscribed as the refutation of rumors thal taere was a consjiracy
and the dispe‘ling of all doubt that Cswald was the assassin.

&~

r
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It and when an obJective investigation is conducted, we wbdla’
not be surprised to find that Oswald was actually a ainor figure’
in the affailr, i1f he was involved 2t all,

More than this, Ve believe-that the agencies which have thus
far conducted the investigation should themselves be asked some

‘questions. Among these are:

1. How was Jack Ruby permitted to shoot Lee Osgwald?

2, Did the F.B.I. interview Oswald a few days before the
assassination? :

3. Y%hat is the reason Dallas police chief Curry, riding forty
feet in front of the President’s limousine, waa able zin,hiy,own
words) to "tell from the sound of the tuiraz shots that they had
come from the book company's building"? (ilew York Times, Nov. 24),

4, Did the F.B.I. show Oswald's motler a picture'of'ﬁuby
the night before Ruby killed Oswald? ‘

5. Is 1t true as reported in the gggn;ggggg Pogta Dec. 1
(sse also the New York Herald Tribung, Necv. 28), that "the F.B.I.
selzed an amateur photographeris movie film showing silhouettes of
two men in the sniper window!? '

- It seems hardly toco much to suzges? that the Dallas pollce and
the F.B.I, need to account for their ow: activities befors, during
and efter the assassination, Until sucl an accounting 1s made, no
version of the tragedy produced by the iolice or the F.B.I. can be

accepted with confidence,

A note on the authors:

JACK MINNIS did his graduate work in Political Sclence at
Tulane Universi“y. He is director of a South:ide research project,

STAUGHTON LYND freceived his B.2A. from Havrard Collegs. anéd bhis
M.A. and Ph,D. 1 IHtztory Zroam Columbis fnlees-ity, Eis ardicles
and reviews have sppeawred 1in Srimgiiseiy. Phusoas. Liberation, the
Nation, the New Republilig, the Political Selens: wuarteriy, aud the
Willlam and Msry wuarterly, . .
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THE PRESIDENT ~ =~ = RIAURDS BRANGH — | T
THE "HITE HOUSE, = . -~ .- -  [CRIMINAL-GEN. CRIME SE(,

(" DON mrm, CBS m:vs IN DALLAS INTERVIEWED MASTER CEREMONIES
CURRENTLY .APPEARINGAT RUBYS NIGHT CLUB, WHO SAID OSWALD WAS

SEEN IN RUBYS CLUB ABOUT A WEEK PRIOR TO THE ASSASSINATION

PLEASE SEE THAT THIS EMPLOYEE OF RUBY IS QUESTIONED FURTHER

-
\H\-

u-'"

e e ——

EE s "SRt roia Lt






e

3] X : . y
s 3 Nk, 4 s PR BT

4 -
s
e - A ——

K".‘!.!ﬁl.!!Jw.:{ntm
: stiobiat e

e e




N

_ zon.&ng ﬁ&oﬁ 82 anmoﬁ < .:E. nzsﬁa »ﬂzﬁu .. E&. B

4 s.,m 7

wwawﬁn a

NP 2 p e i i s e




I
= i

(12g=%D
el

The President has received your teslegram. Yomr
comments lmve been fully noted, sod he apmreci-
ates your interest in wiring.
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B.e.mbcr 2, 1963

The President has received yout telegram. He
asked me to assure you that your interest in wir-
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EERENE P S S ‘Illph' A. Dungan ,.
e s - Special Assistant :
R " to the President
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