Alleged assassin’s contemporaries
cast doubt on his son’s account
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the Dallas Police Department as a
clerk in the identification division.
Six weeks later, Mr. Kennedy was as-
sassinated.

In December 1963, Roscoe White
began classes at the Dalias Poiice
Academy and graduated on Feb. 28,
1964, with police badge Na. 1884,

He left the police force an Oct. 18,
1965, ta work at a drugstare. On Sept.
24,1971, Mr. White was warking as a
welder and shop foreman at M&M
Equipment Ca. when he died in a fire
at the East Dallas business.

The story might have ended
there, Ricky White said, if he had not

found his father's diary, in which
tbe man supposedly admitted to the
killings,

But th:ky White said the diary —
knawn aaiy to him and his mother
-~ disappeared from his home after
an FBI agent visited in 1988.

Mr. White now s trying to re-
canstruct the diary passages from
memory, said Robert Grode, author
of a book on the Kennedy assassina-
tion. Seven other people have come
forward since the news conference,
saying they saw and read parts of the
diary without the knowledge of
Ricky White ar his mother, said Mr.
Groden.

But experts disagree about the au-
thenticity of three vaguely worded
cables — the only physical evidence
in 1be case — that Ricky White sald
ordered his father ta kiil the presi-
dent.

And Mry. White is too sick to talk
10 T

Na evidence can be found that un-
questtonably substantiates Ricky
White's assassinallon account, but
some has been found that challenge
i3 details.

Joe H. West, who sat with Ricky
White at the uews conference two
‘weeks ago, says now that panel mem-
bers argued beforehand whether to
tell the news media “the whole
truth” about tha assassination.

In any case, the story presented
that day differs from one presented a
few months earlier by Mr. West, a
Houston private Investigator, and J.
Gary Shaw, vice president of the JFK
Assassination Information Center.
The two held a news conference in
May at which they blamed the Mafia
for 1he assassination.

Mr. West sald then thst Mr. Ken-
nedy was killed by Charles Nicoletti,
& hit man for the Sam Gfancana
crime family of Chicago, and was

backed up by another Mafia hit man,
John Roselli. Mr. West said last week
that both men joined Roscoe White
an the grassy knoll near Dealey
Plaza on Nov. 22, 1963, a5 part of a
jaint aperatian between the CIA and
the Mafia.

Mr. West said that Mr. White and
Mr. Nicoletti fired one shot each;
Ricky White said his father fired
both shots.

“Ricky is canfused, I think, at the
potnt where he's thinking his father
Iired both af those shots,” Mr. West

ln all, there were nine armed
operatives in the area around Dealey
Plaza that day, Mr. West said.

Mr. West said he and two ather
panel members threatened to walk
out af the news canference because
the other members wanted to tell
oniy the “Ricky White stary” withaut
portraying Roscoe White as a cald-
blooded assassin who killed dozens
af victims.

“They'li make this just a sugar-
coated, beautiful little story about
how a good former Marine fired a
shot — when he was ardered — at
the president,” Mr. West said, “That's
not the truth.”

“The whole truth might not be
good for the saie of a book that Ricky
wants to write,” Mr. West said.

The JFK Assassination Informs-
tton Center is no stranger to cantro-
versy.
Eartier this year, the center
closed it doors and moved aut of its
headquarters for more than a month
before settling a contract dispute
with the West End MarketPlace.

Larry Howard, co<director af the
center, said the suil did not deal with
(inancial problems but with the fail-
ure of developars to live up to lease
conditians that guaranteed the cen-
ter prominent visibility in the mail.
The MarketPlace countersued for
back reat.

Ten days before the news canfer-
ence, the two parties reachad & set-
tiement that included two promis-
sory noteg from the ceater for about
$62,000.

‘The center was the stage for the
news canference Aug. 6 in which
Ricky White accused his (ather of
one af the most heinous crimes of
the ceatury.

But those who knew Roscoe
White growing up in Arkanses de
scribe him as a normal, disciplined
young man who was the center and
cocaptain of the Foreman High

Schoot footbali team.

Mazle Cannon, 82, said she was
Mr. White’s math teacher from the
seventh thraugh 12th grades.

“He was as fine & yaungster as I
ever dealt with, caused nobody any
trouble” she said. “He was not a top-
flight student, hut he did his work.”

As a Tainee at ihe Dallas Police
Academy, Sgt. Doa Young said he
was seated bext ta Roscoe White, and
the twa quickly became friends, play-
ing domifioes a1 lunch and during
breaks.

"I can remember Roscoe just like
it was yesterday, and to me, this
whole thing is ridiculons,” Sgt.
Young said. “He was a very outgolng
guy. very lkable, no prohlems. It's
just bard for me to believe some.
thing [ike this”

After the assassination, Dallas po-
lice Officer Maurice McDonald — a
locker mate af Officer Tippit's — ar-
rested Lee ey Oswald in the
Texas Theater in Oak CUff.

Mr. McDonald said that Roscoe
White cauld not have kilied Officer
Tippit becsuse a half-dozen Witnesses
tald the Warren Commission that
they saW the afficer (fall, then
watched Oswald walk by, reloading
his gun.
“That's a hunch of crap,” Mr.
McDonald said af the Roscoe White
story. “There’s Do credibility ta that
at all. JD. Tippit wasjust one af them
good ald East Texas boys.”

Six years after Roscoe White left
the Dallas Police Department, he
died in an industrial fire. Ricky
White ssld the “mysteriaus” fire is
proof that his faiber was murdered.

But retired Dallas lawyer Lamar
Holley said he represented the White
family in a lawsuit against the manu-
facturer af a flammable chemical
that apparently caused the expiosion
that resulted in Mr. White's death.
Mr. Holley said he considered the
Iswsult aothing more than a product
Hability case.

“Never ance in our thoraugh and
completeinvestigatian — never once
— was there any hint of any foul
play ar anything criminal happen-
ing," Mr. Holley said.

The issue of foul play was never
mentioned by anyone in the White
family, hesaid.

chemical manufacturer set-

tied the suit out of court In 1973 for

$57,500, caurt records show. Ricky

White collected $11,738 from the oet-
tlement in 1978

In an unusual sidelight, Roscoe

Roscoe Anthony White ...
his son says the former Dal.
las policeman assassinated
John F. Kennedy.

White hriefly was the subject af in-
quiries by the House Select Commit-
tee an Assassinations in 1976. Mrs.
White supplied the committee a
phata that she found amang her late
husband’s possessions. The phota
was an ariginal, previously unknown
priat af Oswald, armed with a pistat
on his hip and halding the rifle tha
investigatars said was used ta shoot
Mr. Kennedy.

Mr. Halley said that Mrs. White
sometime in 1973 gave him ane af
Mr. White's pictures far safekeeping,
The subject of the phato was Oswald
~— naked and dead, lyiag an a slah in
0 autopsy room.

“It wa$ quite g shock to see that
picture,” Mr. Holley said. “That pho-
tograph was something she felt
could get somebody in hig trouble.”

But farmer Dallas police Officer
William Barnard said be met Mr.
White when both were working in
the Police Department's identifica-
tion hureau befare attending the
academy together.

Mr. Barnard said “quite a few”
prints af Oswald and other photos
were made by department personnei.

“We all had those kinds af pic-
tures,” Mr. Barnard said. “It was not
unnsual for us ta have those pic-
tures. | hed, for a time, pictures af
Oswaid and 1 think I stili have ane
picture of Jack Ruby.”

My. Barnard said he is canvinced
that Roscoe White cauid nat have
been invalved in the assassinatioa
because the two men rautinely
shared close quarters in a car poct
during that time,

“He and I rode tagether every day
for three mouths.” Mr. Barnard said.
“There’s no way that a man could
have kept up a frant like that"

Staff writer Fronk Trejo contrib-
uted to this report
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