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- On June 3, 1961, the Supreme Court overturneq the convicticn,
Justice Potter Stewart, speaking for the court, said Rideau was
3-onied constitutionally guaranteed due process of law when he w2?11
r>fused a change in venue. Stewart said: "T'he people of CalC§qéﬁl
2rish (where the trial was neld) had been exposed repgate@ly a? "
i1 depth to the spectacle of Rideiu peismnaély confessing in detai

i ime with which he was later charged. _

° the"%ﬁr anyone who has ever watched television, the conclusion
snnot be avoided that this spectacle, to the tens of thouggnds'
* neople who saw and heard it, in a very real sense was nideau’'s
+ial -——- at which he pleaded guilty to murder. |

"Any subsequent court proceedings 1n 2 c?mmunlty sO per-
visively exposed to such a spectacle could be th a, hall?w forEaﬁﬁ
1ity . . . due process of law in this case required a trial bELQEu
a2 jury drawn from a community of people who had not seen or hear

Rideau's 'televised' interview." Is not your case similiar?

I continually wonder about you, Jack, and sense that the
rublic exposure that you received on Sunday, November 24, 1963, |
could, in a "very real sense" be considered in your trial in whicr,
Ty kXilling that "ugly'!' Oswald in public view "your evidence of
ailt?h
{ I read as many papers (national and local) as I possibly can
each day. S0 far I have read no indication that your lawyers will
ceek a change of venue or even try to defend you against a charge
¢f murder as such., D0 you have the best legal counsel possible?

If any man deserved to breathe the breath of l1life, it was
1.0t John Fitzgerald Kennedy, but it was in my opinion, Iee Earvey
Cswald. If any man deserved a family, the presidency, and recoz-
rition for a job so well done, I agree with you . . . it was John
t'itzgerald Kennedy. He died in the course of duty, by a hatefuvll
¥i1ller, not for you or me alone, but for all mankind! We lost a
ran so courageous and so full of natural genius, that few could
curpass him, if any. Gone is the man who brought so much joy to
£0 many. Gone is the devoted husband and gone is the father who
cearly loved. Gone is QUR President, but his loving, courageous,
cevoted, valiant, intelligent, and unbiased spirit will live in
cur nearts until the day when our spirits will mingle eternally
with his. He died for QUR cause. Now, Jack, you and I must con-

<aapue to live for his.
s+ 1 hope that I may have helped you to some degree by guoting
SR~ the foregoing case. I can readily understand that when you
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WSored a grudge against Oswald and wished an evil to befall uvon !
It that you would act as you did. Many other people I'm sure -l
would have attempted this same act at one time or other. After |
this tragic event on Friday, November 22, 1963, I hated this 28- i
versary and thought he should hang his head in shame and do penance |
for his guilt. And Jack, I can only share equal blame for the %
ect that you are nqw imprisioned for, for I felt the same as you.
1l do hope, Jack, that you will answer my letter. Since you i

ere constantly in my thoughts and prayers, by replying I will then 3
kaow that you received this letter and I will then feel that per-
|

raps 1 have in some small way helped you to become stronger in the
trying months ahead.
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