ko - -

pacture. e cropped  photogri,__ was
then enbinged to make it identicad in size
19 the ather pictares, and published in
1¢ Rul]n

PLAYBOY: In ANY s, tlocs Ruhy 5 uhnri-
Vitnisnes Jomen the possibility that s
perfect viming in the jail was just a
coinciclen we? ,
LtANE: No. it doesn't. T believe in chance,
in the taondom lictor, but you reach a
paoint in this case where the Warren
Connnisaon asks you to accept onc teo
wany ceincidences, “Chey procecd as if
cause anel effect are alien  doctrings,
"Fhie Amevican press speaks of Europeans
rejecting the Report because of their
cotnpiracy theories of history. We Ameri-
cans are asked 0 accept a coincidence
theory instead. Eavopeans rejected the
Commission’s Report cavlicr than Ameri-
cans, beawse the European press pre-
sented  both  sides, Here those who
dissented from the hndings—including
rc~—were denied access to the press for
two years following the assassination,
FLAYBOY: Do you believe that Ruby Killed
Oswald 1n a conspivacy with the Dallas
police—irta silence hime

LANE: This is possible and should have
heen lmnltgwlctl-—-—lmt it never reecived
thorougl examination from the Commis-
sioti. Lot mic add that there is noe doulbt
i amy mind that had Oswald lived 1o
face trial, he would have been acquitted
of the assassination of President Ken-
nedy, A Commission attorncy, Allredda

- _Scobey, couceded . that in the “January
0605 assue of The dmerican Bar dssocia-

tron Journal, Perhaps the veai authors of
the assassination decided w “close the
case” an the most ¢llective—and final—
way possible.

PLAYBOY: What cxactly were Ruby's
relatious with the Dallas police?

LANE: The Conmunission more or less ac-
cepted the statement of Jesse Curry,
chiel of the Dadlas police, that Ruby
knew “only” 25 to b0 Dallas policemen.
But obnson, who was Ruby's
bandicader at arouscl Club for
more than six yoos, says Ruby had a
"very close, warm relationship” with the
police, and personally knew more than
hail the Dallus force. There are 1200
pnllccm:-n on tlu: [nrcc. Another witness,
. Ruby’s former bar-
..unmcl Ciub, also said
hall the Dadlas police

Jb L
Ruby knew over
fovee. TThie Wanrean Commisston sadd that
Ruby would occasionally serve the few

cops he knew “lvee coflce and solt
drinks,” but Mrs. Rich, who got her jab

with Ruby through a Dallas policeman,

snd inoa filmed incerview with mc that

he .-.suplrlit::l "hoore, women and -gam-

bling"” w0 he police. There was a vast
amouty of cvidénee  and

belore the Conunismsion atiesting to the
long-stinding  corrupt rclationship  be-
tween Ruby and the Dallas police, The

cvidenae shows that Ruby bribed the:

oilicers and thac in turn they quashed a

testhmony

number of criminal civarges and hvens
ing violitions that had becn beowght
against him, Tt was o o/v, syaebiotic 1o
Bationship, wied the bl payol may ueee
been Ruby's murder ol Oswalid,
PLAYDOY: Was Rllh}' linbed o m';.:l;nlitc'tl
crime 1 Dallas?

Lane: “T'he Commission concluded  he
wisi'1—Dbut many witnesses said he was,
Sceveral told the loacal ov Federal police
that before opening o gambling opera-
tionn in Dallas, they were told by Syadh.
cate kingpins in Las Vegas to ‘Aear it
with Jack Ruby, who was their feone
tact man” with the Dallas police. One
witness  testificd  dhar Ruby was adso
deeply involved in the Dallas narotics
racket. And there 15 evidence that Ruby
was the “bagman.” or paymaster, {or &
clandestine group of anti-Castre Cuban
cxiles.

PLAYBOY: What evidenee?

LANE: The testimony of Naney
Rich. She swore that her
contacted by an anti-Castro _group and
asked 1o run guns into Culre aind s le
exiles out. Tle was selecred becanse fre'd
previously accomplishied similar missions
for Frunco during the  Spanish Cavil
War. Mrs. Rich savs she atended a
meeting with her hushadd to discuss the
terms of the deal. It was presided over,
shie told me, by o licutenant colonel of
the U.S. Air Torce, and there wasy at
least onie man present who she thourht
“might bave been Cuban”™ Mrs, Rich's
husband was promised SUHLOOD for the
job, but they haggled with the group and
cventually succecdecd iy vaising the sam
to $25,000. But the negotiations hir a
snag because there was no money  at
bhand, and Mr. Rich damanded o arge
cashh retainer. According to Mrs. Rici,
when she testihed hefore thie Commeasion,
she then was surprised 1o see her old
friend Jack Ruby walk in the door, his
coat pocket bulging ostentatiously, Ruby
and the colonel went 1o the bedroom
and a few minutes later Ruby came out,
his pocket no longer bulging, aud lcft

Peirin

‘soon. alterward. Thouph she didn't see

it, she testifieed that the money was then
forithcoming.

PLAYBOY: What did the Wairen Com-

mission conclude about  Mrs.  Rich's
testimony?
LANE: Nothing., They never cven men-

tioned her in the Report. There was un
eifort to track down the Air Force colo-

~nel Mrs. Rich says presided over the

meeting, or to identify anvone el in.
volved, Let wme show you how the Coms-
mission dealt with her testimony. Whean
I interviewed Mrs, Rich in Lewision,
Maine, o April 18, 1966, she inlorned
me that, alter the meeting, the A Force

colonel showed her a cachie of military

armament in a shed in the hack vard of
the apartment building where thoy et
"1 got the general lmpression frova what
was said,”” she wtold e, "that these were

pilfered from U.S. Avmy or Air Force

hiushane  was

SICLTIL
LIS

caller

dases.” T oasked Mo ich if she gave
s infornmtion o the Gomnmimion,
She  rephicd: "1 did, but ;lplr;lrt‘ully
they chane to discount it. ... .\t the e
it was given oo, M, Gritlin [ Burt Gridhn,
{.nm:mmnn counsell sad, Strike that
froan the record,” ™ Mirs, Ricdh's testymony,
of course, wias incompatible with the
Conmmssion's evaluation of Ruby as an
honest andd aboveboard, though possibly
deranged, character with uo shiady con-
nectionis—sa 1t was ignored, And et me
stress that the Commission’s conclision
that Ruby was an insmigniheant characier
without criminal connections is vifal o
their determination that there was no
conspiracy. I their evaluation of Ruby
roes, a0 does much of their case againsg
& conspiracy. In fact, Mrs. Rich’s testi-
mony about the arms cache wasn't just
ignorced—it was deleted from the public
version of the 26 volumes. As you prob-
ably know, the Commission reserved the
nehi to edit the transaripts on which the
volumes of testimony were based, prior
to publication, to unprove the “clarity
andd accuracy” of the witnesses’ testimony.,
PLAYBOY: Is there any funher cvidence
linking Ruby to the anu-Castro under-
mrouil?

LANE: Yos, there's the testimony ol Rob-

_

crt McReown, a Houston resident who

m‘ -
was convicted of conspiracy to smuggle

arms 1o Fidel Castro while Castro was in
the 'Sierra MaeostraY When Castro visited

_

Cthe UL S, in the carly days of his yeime,

he " personally greeted McKeown  and
hailed him as a friend ol the revolution,
I have an FBI report that reveals that
it January 1959 NMckeown received a
telephone call from onc “Jack Ruben-

it in Dallas. Rubenstein, of course,
was  Ruby's real name, “Rubcenstein”
saied he  knew  that  McKcown had
influcnce with Castro, and told him "he
wanied to get three individuals out of
Cuba who were being held by Castrol”
He stated that if McKeown could ac
complish their  release,  “Rubenstein”
would pay S$5000 i'nr cach person. The
added that "a person in Las
Vegas, Nevada, would put up the mon-
cy.” A few weeks alter this call, a man
visited McKeown in Houston and offered
him 825,000 for a leuer of introduction
to Castro, This man never gave his
name, but according to the FBI report,
“McKeown advised that he [eels sirongly
that this individual was n fact Jack
Ruby, the man whose photographs he
has scen many times vecently in the
press.” Now here
linking Ruby to anti-Gastro actavity, and
the FBI forwarded this report o the

Warren Commission: but the Commise

sion never published 1t in its Repory or
referred to 1t in any way. I only came
across it mysell while poring over che

mass of unindexed material 1in the 26
volumes.

PLAYBOY: Aren't )ruu drawmﬂ' a grent

QO oo £7 R

is further evidence
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