YWwoennan o was the HHHII'{'I".' for ~ Jare-
teature Dollas police rudio desaription
hioadcast at 1205 e, Yet Brennan hime-
solf sated he pave his {lirst deseription of
the man in the wiklow 10 a Searet Serv-
ey apent who arvived on the scene at
anproximately one pAL—15 minues too
lite 1o esplain the all-points bulletin
desaribing Oswald, Aud so we are left
with the Commission’s “most probably”
assumption that the bulletin was based
an Brocnan's  ddentihcation—which,
when  confronted  with the evidence,
Joesn't seem very probable at all,
PLAYBOY: \Why do you challenge the cye-
witbess evidence tut Oswald shot ()ITILE:'
Tippi?

LANE: It's not the witnesses” original
statements T chablengee, Tt s the Commise
sion’s use of them that is so disquicung,
The eyewitness evidence shows that Os-
wald did nof shoot Tippit,

PLAYBOY: YWaat evidence?

LANE: Well, there were three witnesses
to Fippits murder close cnough to iden-
ufy the murderer. The Commission
huught to obscure this fact by writing
that "at least 12 PErsons saw the man
with the revolver in the vidnity of the
Tippit crime scene at or immedintely
nfier the shooting,” but it was able to
present the testimony of only two who
saidd they had secn the shoodng, The
athers saw a man flecing from the scene
or [rom the general neiphborhood.
‘Fheir cliorts to identily a flecing man,
whom they had never seen before and
had secen just briclly then, are o he
weighed with caution, This is particu-

Larly so in view of the nawure of ther

police line-ups conducted by the Dallas
police. At lant one witness said that he
could pick Oswald out of the linc-up—
since he was loudly protesting his places

ent in the lineap with o group of

tcenapers. In suddition,  witnesses  said
that they signed the affidavit identifying
Oswald as the cnlin'it [vom the linc-up
even before they weve taken to the line-
up. The Gomumissioners said only that
they were satisfied with the line-up—
wcading one to believe that they were tog
casily contented. Of the cyewitniesses to
the actual murder, however, one was a
Mexican-American mechanic named
Domingo Denavides, who was parked in
a pickup truck only 15 fect from thic mur-
der scene, Benavides told me that on No-
vember 22 he told the Dallas police that
the man who killed Officer Tippit was
short and somewhat heavy, Alter Bena-
vides guve this deseriprion of) the killer,
the police evidently decided there was
no use bringing him down o the linc-up
to view lee Harvey Oswald, who was

extrenicly thin and above middle heighe,

The scvond witness was  Mrs, .'\cquilln

Ciemons, -an Oak CGhll housewile, who
toid me i a Hlmcd snwerview thago she
heard shiots, then ran out of her house
and saw a man with a pistol in his hand

standing over I'atrolman Tippit's body,

Now the third withess
IM:nrkhum. bhecime the Warren Goinuse
ston's star witness in this aspect of the
Case,

“widely printed,

she deseribed  the man as shore aned
heavy, Mas, Glemons fuinther sored i
this man with the pistol dbien wieved Lo
another man acrvoss the streer and the
two men-ran off b opposite divectione,
Mrs, Clemons said netther man was b
Harvey Oswald, The Connnission nover
called hier to testify, sond she was e
questioned by the Connision Liweer.,

SMoas, Flelen Lowise
T T A

because she eventaaldly adent hed
Oswald as the murderer. 'The oenly prob.
lem is that on Novewmber 22 M. Mark.
ham gave a statcwens o the polisv--
which the press picked up—that the
man who shot Tippit was short, hany
and had bushy hair. T.ee Oswakld had
thin  and receding  haiv. After Mas,
Markham had changed thas indad sden-
tification amnd told the Commission that
Oswald was the muarderer, I phoned her
in Dallas and taperecorded our coun.
versation, She repeated her onginal de-
scription to me, reiterating that Tippit's
murderer was short, on the heavy side—
bhut not too heavy—with somewhat bushy
har. |

PLAYBOY: This tape recording of your coun-
versation  with Mrs,  Moarkbam cimsed
guitec a furor during the Commission
proceedings. At onc point, after vou re-
fused to hand over the wipe, Farl War-
ren said, "We have every rciasoy to
doubt the truthfulness ol what you have
herctofore told us.” Why dudn’t you want
to give the tape to the Commissions
LANE: That remark vou quoted is Just
onc ol the many cxcessive statcinenis
made by the Chicl Justice duwring the
hearings, TFirst of all, since the reconding
ol my conversation with Mrs. Markham
as made without her knowledge and
consent, for mec to make and divalge
such a recording volunuwily would con-
stitute a chLr.xl crime. Il the Comnais-
sion ardered me to sunender the tape,
however, I would no loncer be lible to
I}t'ﬂ!ilCClltiﬂll, since the responsibitiy for
divulging the contents would thim be
theirs, I really wanted thewm to hive i,
because Mrs. Markbiun was then deny-
ing she had ever tilked o me. B dhe
Chicl Justice rchused o divect e to
hand it over, and then he told the press
that 7 had refused w give the Connnis-
sion the tape, This unlair accusation was
deltly conveying the
impression that 1 did not really Hossess
such a tape, I returned to my offiice to
think the whole thing over and deiided
that cven though T could bae sent o jail
for voluntarily handing over the wape, i
case such as this jusiified the risk, So 1
did give the tape to the Commission, and
they subsequently published a wanwripe
of it as an exhibit. When Mys, Markham
ws confronted with the recordivg, she
broke down and admitted that she Aad

talked to me. So here we have the Come-

‘mission’s star witness admitting she gave

ahat ooald nat Lueve
tacrehy
.:pp.uuuly commitied  perjury i her
pPrevisis testimony.,
Commission do about this? It chose 1o
Fehieve that Mrs, Markham fad really
wien
the sole eyewitness support for the Coms-

me o desription o ipil'ﬂ murderer
el Oswald—aged
abvo  indieatedd  that she had

Aud what did the

Lee Oswald shoot "Tippit, She 1s
raission's allegation that Oswald Killed
Matrolman Tippit, Somewhere o short,
stacky murderer with bhushy hair nuy he
walking our strects.

PLAYBOY: Wiy do you think Murs., Mavk.
~ham dhanged hier inital uh:nuhc,mnn of

the knlltr?

LtANE: You should ask Arer chat, T ¢don’t
wishi to e hostile to the poor woman, As
she told me, shie had been ovdered by
the FBI, the Secret Service and the Dale
las police not to clisctiss the case at all.
(ler son told the FBI that she “had hed

a1l many occasions, even to members of

her immediate Hanily.” He said that she
was [rightened to death of what would
happen if she didn't wesuly that Oswald
was the killer., And if you'll look at the
Commission proceedings, you'll il that
after Murs, Markham hnadly adimitted she
hadd repeated her initial non-Oswald de-
seription af Tippit's murderer o me, she
asked the Commission lawyer auxiously,
“Will T get in any trouble over this?” and
he reassured her that shie wouldn't, The
Commission’s lawyer was simply convey-
ing the idea that il you commit perjpury
on the side of the Wiaren Commission,
you'll be protected. If NMes, Markham
hied told the frudh, she'd have a very
aood reason to worry.

PLAYBOY: What do you mean?

LANE: To live' in Dallas and contradict
the oflicial version of the assassination
cin prove to be an invitation to violence.
For cxample, shortly alter our investiga-
tors visited the Markhiam home, Mrs.
Markham's son was  arrestedd for car
thelt, and, according to the Dallas po-
lice, he “fell” from a third-floor wiiklow
“while trying to escape.” Fortunately, he
surviyed.,  Mrs.,  Acquilla Clemons, to
whom [ referred a few minutes ago—an-

‘other witness who said Tippit's murders

er was not Oswald—was threatened. Mrs,
Clemons told me in a filmed and tape-
recorded interview that she was visited
by a man she believed o be a plain.
clothes policeman, wha wore a gun in a
Lolster at his waist. According 1o Mrs,
(lemons, “He just told me id'd be best if
I didn’t say anything because I might
get hurt,” Mrs, Clemons said the man
intimated she could easily be killed on
her way to work.

PLAYBOY: Your book skips abruptly from
the Tippit shooting to Oswald’s arrivad at
the Dallas jaill Why did you leave out
detinls of Oswald’s arrest in the Texas
Theater-—such as his statement to arrest-
ing officers: "Well, 1t’s all over now™?

LANE: The press reported, on the basis

of information supplicd by the Dallas
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