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According to one of them,—a did the
chiel of Dallas homicide, Captain Wil
Fritz. who, by his own aclrission, piekee

ik ——

up theé weapon and cjected a live round
from it.. The police, Fritz and the Dal-
las aistrice attorney told the press all
day November 22 and well into the next
day that the rifle foumd on the sixth fioor
of the Book Depasitory was a bolt-aciion
Miwser, Tt was only late on November
2% that the story abruptly changed, and
by wine feat of legerdemain, the murder
wesdpan ecame 6.9 Jtalian Miaon-
fiedse o Congtanes thiet hedonigped o Ovnaled,
by thiat time, of couise, the Dallas police
had time o carefully scarch Oswald's
home. '

PLAYROY: Arc you saying that the Dallas

police  switched the  Mawser for the
Mannlicher-Carcang in order to frame
Oswaid? |

VANE: I'm simply suggesting it's a possi-
hility that should be investigated. Tor
example,  when Maving  Oswald - first
heard the news of her Tnsband’s arrest,
she voshed (o the garage to chedk an the
rille. condd Later wstified thae she thought
shie saw it there resting on a shell. Then
the Dallas police arrived and “later it
wirned out that the rifle was not there
(] T didn’t know what o think.” Nei-
ther do 1. The Dallas police quickly ex.
plained that Marina had not really scen
the Mannlicher-Carcano on the garage
shell: she had ounly scen a rolled-up
blanket and mistaken it for the rifle. Of
cowmnse, the Warren Conmmmission whole-
heariedly cudorsed that explanation. The
Tializn carbine, which could be uvaced to
Oswild—to  the Commission's  satisfac-
tion, at least—was accepted as the mur-
der “weapon, aud we hanwd no more
about the 7.65 -German Mauser.,
PLAYIOY; Ag.iin. you scem to be looking
for a conspiracy. Isn't it possible that in
the chaos following the assassination, the
rifle could have been mistakenly iden.
tificd?

LANE: Yes, it’s possible, but if that were
the case, and the Commission sincerely
desiied to resolve the discrepancy, all
they had 1o do was ask Deputy Consta-
hle Weitzman o examine the rifle and
tell thom whether or not it was the
weapon he discovered in the Book De-

pository. But when Weitzman appeared,

he was never shown the rifle, Consider
this a moment—the policeman who first
discavered  the weapon that allegedly
killed the Mresident of the United States
is bot even asked to idensify this weapon
by the Presidcutial Commission invest-
gating the assassination. Anyway, when

] aestilied before the Commnssion, 1 did

denad 1o sce the weapon, and alier

“somic procyastination, the Commission

allowed me o examine 1. Now, 'm not
a rvifle expert or a policeman, but 1 was
able 1o take one look at that weapon
and unhesitatingly idewtily it as a 6.5
Italian nifle, not a 7.65 German Mauser,
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Mz, Wrangler”
For wreal sportswedar ..

(You have 1o look for the *W™ because it's silen?)

What makes the silent "N so special? The Wrangler nome, sign of wruggedly
handsome sportswear. like permanent press ponts styled for the "mod” man or for the
traditional; no-iron shirts in solids or wide-track stripes; water-proof jackets. In a variety
of inspired colors, both traditional and mod, too, in all populor sizes, priced from $5 to $7.

Mr. Wrangler, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018 - |
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