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“1.ower Manhatlan, We  an by asking
for his thoughts on the wvalegrity of the
iVarren Connnission,

PLAYROY: In }nur book, you wrote that
Sthe Warven Commission—composcd  of
some ol the most disunguished  figures
in - American life—""covered itsell with
shame.” Are you accusing the Commis.
sinn of lying to the Amcrican pcople?

LANE: [ would not care to say that the
Commission  licd, bhw—however  distin-
guished its members may he—it did is-
su¢ b Tatse report, | know this because 1
carclully compared the onc-volume Re-
port with the 26 volumes ol evidence
that “supports” it and, in many cascs, I
iound no relattonship whatever between
the Commission’s conclusions and  the
Commission’s evidence, The most inno-
cont interpretation of its shortcomings,
as Hugh Trevor-Roper expresses it in his
in!rutlucunn to my Enu[z, is that the Com-
mission members did what some poor
historiaus do: They start with a precon-
ceived theory—in this case, that Oswald
was the lone assassin of Mresident Ken-
pedy—and sort out all the cvidence
sapporting that theory, in the process un-
consciously rejecting any contradictory
fact or imterpretation. T don’t know if
that’s what happened here, but it's one
cxplanation and, comparcd with somc
ol the other theorics that have been ad-
vaticed to account for the Commission’s
hehavior, a relatively comforting one.

PLAYBOY: Hiven't your critics accused
you of committing the same sin you im-

pitc to the Commission—sclecting from

the mass of testimony those f{acts thae
agree with your preconceptions and dis-
carding the rese? -
LANE: Yes. But my book is far more thor-
ougily documented than the Warren
Commission  Repory,
bundreds of book revicwers across the
country who've exaimined it has yet been
alde 10 discover a single inaccuracy, dis-
tortion or out-of-context statement. And
let me addd ri;,ht here that the statements
I will make in this interview arg basced
cither on the Warren Commissibn’s 26
volumics of cvidence or on hlmed inler-
views I conducted in Dallas that will ap-

pear in the documentary him d Qush to

Judgment that T made with Emile de
i ———
Antonio. So [ don't expect you to prn-

umi with me on fanth

 PLAYBOY: You concluded in your book

that the Warren Commission’s “criteria
[or duvestigating and accepting evidence
were rejaced less to the intrinsic value of
the information than®to its paramount
nced to allay fears of conspiracy.” Do
you Dbelieve there was a conspiracy to kill
President Kennedy?

LANE: Yo, [ do. A conspiracy, as delined
by the law, is simply two or morc per-
soms acting in concert to secure an illegal
end. There were at least two assassins,
"The evidence is conclusive on that score.
The Commission wanted to disprove a

iPrserer—
an<d none of the:

conspiracy. and this desive defeated

investigative  function,  Reomember,  a
Gnllup poll taken shonly after the assas-
sination revealed that the majority of
Amecericans belicved there wasy no lone
assassin, but an ovganized plat to kill the
President. Jt was this public fear of a
conspiracy, and all it implied, that the
Commission was dcicrmined  to o allay,
One of the Commission’s members, John

. McGloy, said it was vital for the Com-

mission to “show the warld that Amcerica
is not a banana republic, where a gov-
crument can be changed by conspiracy.”
And another meomber, Senutor Joln
éhcrmﬂn- Cooper, said right at the outsct
that one of the Commission™s major tasks
was “to lift the cloud of doubus that hat:l
been cast over American institutions.”
PLAYBOY: Whit was so wrong about the
Commission’s trying to dispcl false con.
Spiracy rumors?
LANE: Nothing, if the jumaors were false.
The troubile was that from the very be-
ginning the Commission oprrated on the
assumption that Oswald did it and did it
alone, and relegated all facts 10 the con.
trary into this “[alse rumor™ category. In
other words, the Commission had con-
cluded who killed Kennedy before they
cven began (heir investigation,
PLAYBOY: Let's get down to the facts of
the assassination. Onc of the main points

of your book is that the fatal shot was

not fired [rom the sixth-Nloor window of
the Book Decpository, as the Warren
Commission concludes. Do you have
any cvidence that shots caime from
somcwlicre else?

LANE: The Warren Commission said un.
cquivocally that there was no -credible
cvidence cven suggesiing that the shots
came from anyplace else. This is vital to
their whole case, because if the shots did
originate from wo locations, QOswald
couldn’t have heen the “lone assassin.”
Let's look at the evidence. When the
President was shot, his limousine had
passed the Book Depository. T'a the right
and in front of the Presidential limou-
sinc was a grassy knoll topped by
a wonden {ence. Somme time bhelore the
motorcade reached the area, o voung
wonrtin namced Julia Ann Mereer saw-a
truck at the base ol the grassy knoll,
illegally parked halfway up on the side-
walk, protrwding into Eha Street and
partially blocking trafhic. Dallas police-
men were standing a short distance away,
bhut they didn’t move the truck on. Miss
Mercer saw a man leave the truck and
climb the grassy knoll. Apother man’re-
maincd i the truck. She drove olf, and
the truck was gone before the motorcade
appearcd. In an affidavit for the Dallas
shernift's office, she Tater said that the man
was carrying “what appearcd to he a gun
case” about three and a ha'fl to four feet
lotig. Miss Mercer was never called as a
witncss or even questioned by the Coms-
mission. All we have is her afhdavit,
signed before the Dallas sheriff's depart.
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ment on Ne  ber 22, T have not been
able to finte—icr. She's no longer in
Dadlas.

PLAYBOY: But this is 11151 one WOt
testimony,

LANE: Yes, we begin with just one wom-
an's testimony, but let me show how it
fits into a pattern of evidence proving
that at least onc of the shots was fircd at
the President from the grassy knoll. A
raifroad mum mamed Tee Bowers was in
a railroad tower overfooking the knofl,
and he testificd that he saw two men
standing bchind the woaden fence just
befove the shots were fired. Bowers did
appear before the Commission and he

testificd that the moment firing broke

out somcthing attracted his attention to
the fence. He described it as “something

. .owhich was owr of the ordinny,
which attracted my cyc for some rcason,
which T could not identifly.” When asked
for details, he said he had scen “nothing
that I could pinpoint as having hap-
pencd  that " Here he was inter-
rupted by a Commission Jawyer. Whea [
subscquently conducted a filmed  anud
tape-recorded interview with Mr. Bowcrs
in Dallas, T told him that for a year and
a half I'd wondered what the end of that
scntence was about to be. He told me,
“Yes, 1 was interrupted by the Commis
sion lawyers. Evidently they dida't want

‘to get the facts..] was just going to icll

thit at the time the shots were fired, |
looked at the fence and saw a pufl of
smoke, or (lash of light, just when the
shots were fred.” Bowers ‘gave me a de.
scription of the two men on the knoli
that dovetails with the description Julia
Ann Mcercer gave the Dallas shenll's
officc of the two men in the truck, And
another witness, [. G. Price, a post oflice
employce, told e Dhallas sherifl's office,
minutes alter the assassination, that he
was standing on top of the Terminal
Annex Building on Dealey Plaza—over-
Tooking the route o e Freddential

motorcade—when the shots were fired.

PTrice later told me that when be heard

gunfire, his attention was instantly drawn
to the grassy knoll. In an interview with
me, he said he saw a man run from be-
hind the wooden fence and dash across
a parking lot, disappearing ‘Dhehind the
Book Depository. Price also said the man
was carrying somcthing in his hiaul that
could have been a gun,

PLAYBOY: So you have three witnesses
wio contradict the Commission's conclu-
sion that the shots came ounly from the
Book Dcpository. Why are you sure
these three are right, and all the witness
cs the Warren Commission relicd on are
wrong?

tANE: There are many more than theee.

- For example, three railroad employces

were standing on a railroad bridge run:
ning across Elm Street above and in
front of the Presidential limousine. They
all said to me in filmed and taped inter-
views, or to Federal or local authoritics,
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