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PLAYROY

question now remains jrrisolved so far as
the deatle of President Kennedy is con.
cerned. The evidence of Oswald’s single-
handed gnilt is overwhetmimg”

But historians know that often enoygeh,

the more they stidy a complex cvent, the
less they know about it. For cach ques
non anvocred, seven more spring up) to
take its place. The Warren investigation,
with an unlimited budgel, a [ull-time

staff of 26 and camplete access to the

massive  investigative apparatus of the
[Inited Staies Government, was the larg
est historical inguivy ever undertahen,
Inevitably, 8 would produce a paper
mountaim of conflicting reports, conlrn-
dictory lestimony, cxpert disagreement
and wnansieered questions. By publishing
the 26 volumes of leavings and exhibits
—containing conMderabile cuvidence con-
tradicting its own findings—the Warren
Commission implicitly achnowledged the
inscrilability of fact. Doubis were {o be
expecled; i's surfrising only that they
toole so long to surface. Discussions of
their wvalidity may aoccufry scholars for
generations-—or even cenfuries.

The ripples preceding the wave of
crilicism came first from LEngland. The
dey the Report was issued, Lovd

Bevirand Russell denowunced it as a while-

wash and subscquently formed a “iWho
Killed Kennedy?' committee to pursue
its own tnvestigation of the assassinalion,
And late in 1964, Hugh Trevor-Rofer,
Regiys Professor m
University, published a scathing atiach
on the Commisston in the pages of Fng-
land’s establishmentarian London Sun-
day Times. According to Trevor-Roper,
the Report was not only inaccurate bul
“slovenly.” In Amcrica, less prane lo con-
spiratovial views of history than intrigue-
rvife Europe, criticism was slower in

coming, The first two books attacking the
Commission, Thomas Buchanan's “Whao

Killed h’cmwr?y?" arnd %nnrhnn Zﬂmfﬂn's
“Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?,” con-

Aained wild speculations that generally

discredited them as serious criticism,
Hut the flood was only beginming, In
October 1965, Pulitzer  Prize—winning
newsmian  Sylvan Fox, then—city edilor
of the New York World-Telegram and
Sun, published a paperback entitled
“Unanswerved Questions Albiout President
Kennedy's  Assassination,” On May 9,
1966, Harold Weisherg, n former Senate
investigator, published “White-
wash: 4 Report on the Warren Report.”

Scven weehs laler, Viking Press published

“Inquest,” by Ldward Jay EQJ!EEHE a il
year-old Cornell graduate student. Origi-
nally Epstein’s master’s thesis, the book
sold moderately wcll, Then, on August
15, Holt, Rinchart & Winstan published

o ‘};Inrft Lane's " Rush to Judgment,” which
as since forged its way o the lop of the

best-seller list, And on Seplember 8,

World published “The Oswald Affair,”

by Léo Sauvage, American correspond.

42 ent for Le Figaro of Paris,

This barrage of books prompied The
New York ‘Times to comniernd cditorially

on Septeniber I, 1964, that “Delrele on

the accuracy and adequacy of the Warren

Conmission’s woark is now apjrroaching
the dimensions of a lively snall tudustry
in this country,” The orizinal bend of
lonely doubteys had multiplie.l to ¢ small
army. So drartically had  ithe ¢limate
changed that The New York ‘Times’
White House correspondert, Tom Wick-
er, commented on Seflenber 25, 19660
A public divewssion grouf i Netr Yok
sorght to hold a roundicble session
about the Wanen Repart. .. o The ma-
jor difficulty for the group wos in jinding
anyone of sature who s willing o
defend the Warren  Report and s
findimgs.” Wicker wenl o to demand
appointment of a new Commisnion o
investigate the nssassination, On Sepiem-
ber 28, New York Congressman Theo-

dore R. Kupferman, citing the ew of
critical Dooks on the Report, ashed the

House of Hepresentatives to establish a
Senate-Houwse Commiltee to coneiuct ts
own investigation of the Warren Report,
Shorily thereafter, Life alwo called for a
reapening of the ifwvestization. In the
November 1966 issue of 'The Progressive,

Harrison Salishury, whae had carviier felt
that “no nuaderind an.-.'tfn;l yematzed e

solved)” reversed s field and wrote that
he was convinced “lhere are questions—
some of themt of major importance—
which must be ansivered””

The one man most responsible for
these doubts and demands is New York
attorney Mark Lane. e has been inves-
tigating the asassination  since  carly
December 1961, and since the publica
tion of “Rush to Judgment,” he has been
called cverything from a liar to a nalion-
al hero. In a lead veview- for the Chicago
Tribung, Jon WValiz of the Northwestern
Universitn: Law  School  farully wrole:
“This latest critique of the Warren Gom-
sission  Report is truly horrible. [It]
passes  beyond the mesely  superficial,
being frequently dishonedt as well. Lanc's
fevered argumenls have no semblance
of logic or cven of o-ganization. FHe
presents a phantavmagoric haodgepodge

of unrelated and often vholly ivrelevant
second-guessing. If. in assembling  his

collection. of quibibles, Lane had any nl-

timate purpose ather than confusion and
profit, it goés unstated . . . the catalog
of this book’s distortions and apparent
fabrications,” large and small, is a long
and sory one . . . no onc will thank
Lane for his book.” But many people did
—including : Norman Mailer, who con.
cluded his review in Book Week with a
hurrah: “Three cheers for Mark Lane.
His work is not without a trace of that
stature we call hernic. o . . Lane’s book

proves once and forever that the ASSAsSie

nation of President Kenvedy 1s inorve of a
mystery today than when it occurred”
He called Lane’s 400 pages of evidence

“staggering facts. « + « If one tenlh of

them sfmuh\f’rm-c to be significant, then
the work of the Warren Commission will

be judged by history to be a scandal

worse than Teapot Dome”
“The hulr o all this  controversy,

Aark Fane, was born 39 years ago in
New York City, wheve he has Lived most

of his life. Currently, however, he {ravels

through Europe and America lectivring
on the assassination, frequently appear
ing on T1° and radio talk shows, ard
stopping off occasionally in Denmark
with his young wife, whom he met while
in Copenhagen three years ago. They
plan ta settle in Californ shartly,
After serving in Army Intelligence

during World War Two, lLanc atlended

Long Island University and recefred s

lnw degree from Brooklyn Law School. -

For 12 years he pracliced law from a
storefront in East Javlem: then, in 19535,
he gained local prominence when he
charged that young prople confined in
New York State homes for the mentally
defective were heing brutally treated by
atlendants. Governor Rockefeller apened
hearings on the issue, and a number of
guards were dismised, In 1960, Lane
was elected (o the New York State Assem-
bly, representing  lhe Wack-and-avhite
ghettos of Fast Ilarlem and Yarkville.
He van with the sirong endorsement
of Eleanor Roosevell and Scnator Her
bert Lehman, with whom  he  had
earlicr helped establish a veform move
ment within the New Yark Democratic
Party, He also had the endorsement
of Senator John F. Kennedy, who
moved inlo the White House at the sume
time Lane atlended his first legislative
session in Alhany. In 1961, [ane licctame
the first legislator to be arrested on @
Freedom Ride—in Jachson, Mississippi.
After two stormy years in the stale as
sembly, he found himself ostracized as
a troublemaker by a bipartisan pre-
ponderance of his fellow assemblymen,
and did not run for re-clection.

When President Kennedy was assassi-
nated, Lane initiated what his supporters

. have termed “his lonely erusade. His

involvement began in December, wihen
Afrs. Margucrity Oswald appointed him
—ﬂ-fm&-——mmmt her dead son's
interests at the Warren Commission hear-
ings. The Commission rcfused lo accep
Lane as a defense attorney, but it did
permit him to testify. Thus began his
three-ycar  investigation—inde pendent,
if not impartial—into the circumstances
surrounding President Kennedy's assas.
sination. Lane {raveled to Dallas eight
times, intervicwing scores of wilnesses,
assisted by a group of amateur investiga-
tors who called themselues the “Cilizens’
Committee of Inquiry.” The fruits of his
researches and his conclusions comprisc
his book “Rush to Judgment"—and a

film of the same title to be rclcased this
month,

PLAYBOY interviewed Lane in his two-

and-g-half-room walk-up apartment in
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