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@ candid conversation with the frery atlorney and author of “‘rush to

Judgment,”

stumned waovld when the incvitable ques-
lion was asked: Is this part of a ronspir-
acy? When Lee Harvey Oswald, charged
with the vasgssination, was in furn assassi-

nated, the whispers of doubt swelled to &

chorus, Neripps-Howard columnist Rich-
ard Marnes summed up the feclings of
many dwervicans when he wrote: "Our
credential as a civilized people stand
suspeet befarve the world . . . but the real
deptie of the disaster that has befallen us
cennal el be dmagined, In its 1385th
year, the Repulilic has  fallen  upon

g *-npr-nlmhfy cutl days, and greal mischief

5 afool v the land. Il vemains tao be
seent whether more convulsions will rack
us befove o is aver-, . "

Starnes’ jeremiad was echoed abroad,

where {1 way grnmm’f}' assumed Hmt'

the rmm! 'r-; of Kennedy, Oswald and
Officer Tt were all picees in
n nmn.ﬁrmu, cnn.x‘!:' Corial figsaw puzzle,
The Cowmunist my were guich lo
nllege that the PP+ - .ent had been mur-
deved by a plor wiginating within his
o Govermmnent, and that Osweald hael
been silenced before Ie could incriminate
other members of the cabal. Tass cabled

from Warhington to Moscow on Novem-

Wer 25, 1963, just three davs after the
assassination, thal "dll civcumstances of
President Kennedy's death allme one to
asstone Lhat this murder was planned and
carrted ovitby the wlira-right-wing, fascist
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“{{istory may come to know the Warren
Repart av the "Warren Whitewash’; it
ray be ranked with Teapot Dome as a
synonym [or political cover-up and

cal manipulation of the truth.”

CFelegraph's
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and racist civcles, by those who canat
stomach any step aimed w1l Uhe casing of
international tensions and the improve
wment of Sovict-dhierican relaiions”

I'n other countrics, too, rumars of s
spiracy abounded. The Londaon Dily
Duallns  coovespondent  e-
ported on November 26 that “iVorld
npnnnn as much as :Lnerican i not [ully
satisficd about this terveble aflair, This
has resulted in an clephantine attrmpl
on the part of the local anthmitios con-
revied ta cover upy for one anotier”
On November 27, the conservative fone-
don Daily Mail declared editovially that
“facls can be [roduced that o vight-ving
plot aguinst the President had cavsed his
death.” French press opiniomt was even Jess
restratned, Paris Jour carvvicd a prout-paze

article entitled. '(hu-nhf Gannegt Hacg, -

Been Alone in the Shooting” wihile
Libieration wreate thet *The n"'iv. ner ot
that President Kennedy [ell inta a trap,
e was the victim of « plot; And in this

Plot it is evident that the Dallas police,
praicclors of gangslers like Ruliy, played

a 1oic one can only describe us question-
able. They created a defendant, then
allowed one of their siool prgmns to
hill him.” .

In hasty pursiit of a scapegoat, cone
screalives and reactionavics—al home as
well as abroad-—were cager Lo blame liber-
als and leftists, who rveturned the charges,
To dispel such divisive speculation,
President Johnson appointed an vina-
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“Therc were 90 witnes s to the assusvina-
tion who were questivnied and were alile

to give an assessment of the orizin of the

shats. Of those, 58 said they came [rom

-behind the fence on the grassy kvoll”

sistanl Scevetary of War;

“United States. Two months lales
“the Conmmission
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the documented, best-sclling indictment of the warren report

News of the aswassination of Joln
fn'.E; rilel !\r'rmr'd}: had hardly reached a

jvestigions  Presidential  Commission,
hieaeed Uy Chief Justice Earl Warren, lo

inwvestignte the assussination. Serving un-

der Warren weve former Cld Diveclor
Allen Dulles; Jolim McGloy, former s

Nenators Rich-
ard Russell aned fohn Shevinan Coaper;

nnd  Representatives Gevald Ford and

Hale Boggs. J. Lee Rankin, farmer Solici-
tor General of the United States, was
appointed as the CGCommission’s Chief
Counsel, dirccting a staff of 4 lawyers.

The very appoimiment of such a ble-
riblron tnvestigative body allayed many
fears, at least in America. Ten . months
after the assassinalion, when the Warren
Commission rcleased iis findings, Ameri-
cans heaved a national sigh  of relicf,

There had been no conspivacy, the Com-

mission concluded, Lee Havvey Oswald,
acting alone and irvationally, had mar-
deved the President, ‘ﬂrk Huhr had hilled
Oswald on his own Whd wilhout premedi-
tation. The verdict was tn, and it wnas
whinost  wnanimously  aceepted—in  the
when
released s Lo vol
umes of supporting cviden. e —a uiassive
17,815 pages—Lthe case appeared  for-

cver closed. A gratcful public hailed the
Commission  for scilling ils gnawing

- doubts and clearing the air of poisonous

ritmors. Harrison Salisbury, assistant
mnnnginmmﬁcw York
Timces, echoed popular sentimnent wher
he wrote in the Times: “No matcrial

“There were al Ir:n.ﬂ two assassins, 'Thc
rutdencee ts conclusive on that score. But

the Commission wanted to disprove a

cnnsp:rncy, and this desire dzfeawd ils
investigative functmn."
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