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N ot the least of the horars of the Vi-
etaaniese war s what it is doing
to Asnerican politics. Both evitics and
defenders of the war are hypocritical.
Botl talk abont negotiutico knowing
that there is no basis for negotiation
now and probably won't be in the fn-
mediate futuze. This is because the
U8, and its allies are wnwilling to
cede South Vietnam to the Commu-
nists and the Commuuiists are unwill-
ing to settle for Jess.

What the higher flying doves really
want is withdrawal, regardiess of con-
sequences, but they don’t dare say so.
What the more feracious hawks want

-is true victory, vegardless of the risks
incurred, but of them dare say so
either. The resuit is debate conducte
in a kind of double-tulk.

The doves pretend that Johnson and
Rusk conld make an acc eptahk peace
if they only wanted to, knawing that
this isn’t s0. Administration officials, for
their part, keep talking about their
persisteat effoids to negotiate, fmply-
ing that they still hug some hope of
early success, knowing that they don’t.
The doves take out their frustrations
on the President, The more genteel
question his courage to inake ptacp
The less genteel call him * “‘murderer.
Wlhen lie rises in his own deferse he
is accused of suppressing free dissent.

LOGIC A CASUALTY

Since the war is central Lo the poli-
tics of 1967—and threatens to remain
so through 1948~sesious political dia-
logue takes only slightly more sense
thae. the demonstrations of student
mobs, Deceat regard for fact, logic
and the amenities of argument are al-
ready war casualties. Examples twm
up almost everywhere.

Item: An American woman wriler,
fa an artiele for the Manchestar
Cusrdian Weekly, says: “The same
Americans who detest and protest the
war ia Vietoam urce stavnch partisans
of the war on poverty. A aue hawk
sees no need to waste money on the
poar, to parcper the lazy thieving lot

-7 Senator Fulbright, the leading
dove, is a zealous (‘Immplon of the
poor? The Tudy cngages i comie-strip
demonology, like Little Orphan Anade.

Item: A book-promoting
appearing on a Boston TV program,
drploces Sen. Robert Xennedy and
all who, like Kermedy, tnorely advae
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cate a cessation of the bowbing of
North Vl"':mm. The noveliss own
Witkdraw into wrban re-
T,.u is a thoroughly dise
ited gmpnan}, ever though recently
vevived by Senater McGovern. As
strategists clealy see, t‘n, redoubts
would soon be invested, browht un-
der fire by the long-range mortars the
Cowrununists naw 'tnn e, and the whole
count:ysdo B be lefc at the
mercy of the V

u’wn, A distinguished commentator
it the troul ng

shouic be made ‘ny “\v:';g
and  disinterestod” of t:n,
windd, Commeidators? F policy
associations? Foreign uffalis are too

arcane to ’m. Gevised as well as cxe-
cuted by elecred oflicials?

ZHUKOV'S THREAT

Item: A vespected cobmnnist re-
ports that a prominent Rugsian, apoar-
ently Yuri Zhikav, the political coue
mentator for Pravda, reiterated on a
vacent U.S. visit that the Russians
wonld arrsnge for peace asgotiatioas
if the bombiag of Nortl Vietnao were

stopped, a fron, é‘sukov
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made no such promise. Indeed, he
was 50 threttening in hw Al nbn'xt
Vietnam that he came close b eka-

m

ing the ki of chill in Soviet-U
ations that follewad the 1./& ‘\en-
alks in Vienna.
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er the U.S. has a valid self-intevest in
Vietnam, izing the consid-
cred B of bipartdsan re-
spomsivility in suppoct of the Presi-
deot’s war po he pasture best
c.\uhmr‘l to be pofitable fa 1968, If

the war fme ware wor, the
GOP could & f}m credit. It the
war were i od, the party conld
say: “The En\c fatied th mu,:n 00
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... That’s his patriotic daty ... He’s
placing his family, you know, at the
merey of the 1D.As office becanse he
must clear his conscience ... and as an
upstandiog citizen.”

‘Check Back’: Beaubouef told Loisel
that he really knew nothing about any
plot concerning Ferrie or the assassiia-
tion. But he vffered ty take the “truth
serum,” hypootism, polygraph tests, any-
thing. He had ove questimi. Wonld they
still give himn the job 3f be tumed out to
be of no belp to them? Loisel said: “I'li
have to check back with the boss.”

When the D.A’s roen leamed that
the meeting in the attoraey’s office had
been recorded on tape, Loisel and a col-
league retumed to threaten Beaubpuef.
He was tald if be got in the way he
would be shot. Then they banled him
down to the courthbouse and masle him
siyn a statewment that said, in eifect, that
he didnt consider the offer of $3,600
and u job as-a bribe. They ton him
bluntly that they bad “encugh on him”
to ruin lim. Today, with a wife, an 11+
morith-old son and a job, Beaubowe! is as
worried about the existeace of sowme
pictures the ID.A, holds over his head s
he is about pliysical harm.

Sait goes e New Ovieans, where sev-
eral sit ou the hot seat while Garison
thrashes around for “evidence™ fo impli-
eate them and keep hiiosed]
lines, In the lutest wrinkle last wee'k the
district attoraey brought inte his inv
gation two mnen named Oswald {(Julivs
Joand Wiliam S.) whose osly conne
with the assassination seened to he that
they workeel at a New Osleans coffee
company that once crnpluyed Lee iar-
vey Oswald.

Composite Conspirator: In the begin-
ning, Garrison theurized that Lee
vey was 20 antd-Castio ageit whose ovigi-
nalmission was to idll the Cuban dictator.
When Oswald could not getto Cuba, th
DA chargod the plot “tunied avornd”
and the plotters (angered over the Bay
of ng5 fiuscoj set up Oswald in thie I.vn-
nedy kiling. But Gurison's theor
undergorne so many permutations that h's
composite canspitutor now would g;ou—
ably be equal purts Oswald, hom l\)ab\u.h,
right-wing oxizemist, FBI agent, Cosa
Nostra hood, CIA uperative and Russian
double agent.

There is still sone feeling in New Or-
leans that Big Jim must bave something.
But now that the facts of the real “con-
spiravy” are beginning to eawerge theve,
Gartison seeras to be losing his coafi-
dence, He is having i
and he says thit “ tired “torpedo” fre
Havana is s

The real k,uem i New Otk
longer whether Ganison hae “schved”
a' roticn. The question s how o

tho people of the elly and the natic
peess will allow this travesty of justice to

s the Lewd-

coutinue.
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