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assassination on the hasis of a tip that he
was Oswald’s “getaway pilot.” But the
tipster was an aleoholic who later admit-
ted that he had made up the story.

Despite his clean bill of health from
the FBY and Secret Service, Ferrie be-
came the ceuter of Garrison's invostiza-
tion. He was questioned for hours,
“tailed” and subjected - to polygraph
tests. His acquaintances wers quizzed.
By February, word had leaked out of
Garrison's office that Ferrie was soon to
be arrested and charged with the con-
spiracy of conspiracies. Through it ali
Ferrie ealled the D.AS investigation a
“farce” and told friends he would sue
Garrison 3f he were arvested. But as the
weeks wore on, Ferric, not a strong or
stable oan under the best of circum-
stances, began to show the sirain. Then,
suddenly on Feb. 22, he died—of a mas-
sive cerebral hemorrhage.

Suicide: Garrison crowed that Fertie's
death was “an apparent suicide” and he
warned that same week: “We know who
the rest of them are. The only way they
are going to get away from us is to kill
themselves.” A week after Fewrie's deatl
Garrison ruefully admitted to me in his
home, “Yeah, we helped kill the son of
a bitch.”

Shortly aftor Fervies fortuitons death,
Garrison proclaimed that he hud “solved”
the Prosident’s assussination;  that he
knew the individuals invoived, the cities
and other details of the “plot.” Arcests
would be forthcoming, and convictions
too. “Don't Let against us,” the district
attorney warned.

Two days later, a crucial “witness”
miraentously appeared. Pary Raymond
Russo, a 25.year-old insnrance salesman
from nearby Baton Rouge, claimed that
he had knowo David Ferrie well and
that Ferrie had once said President Kea-
nedy should have been killed for his
bungliog of the Bay of Pigs disaster. Gar-
rison assigned former boxer Andrew .
Sciambra, 31, ane yeur out of law school,
to interview Russo. After bis frst con-
versation with Fusso, Sciombra fled a
3,500-word memo in whieh he failed to
mention anything about an assassina-
tion plot.

Ideal Witnass: Eut Iater, after being
givent “truth serum”™ {sodium pentothal)
and being prompted, Russo testified at
length in a pretrial hearing abont a key
“conspiracy” mecting held in Ferri
apartment which alio supposedly in-
voived Clay Shaw and Lee Harvoy Os-
wald. Russo scemed Lo be the ideal wit-
aess. Ho wus cool, valm—"almnat a5 if ho
wis hyprotized,” said one attornoy. Lo
and behold, the defense Jater discov-
ered Gt Russo hrd been h)\mm./ec
st hours bofore he testified. Russo
told the eourt be had stood avound in
the apartownt andd listened while Yerrie,
Qsovald and Shaw h

of exits,” “diversionary tactics,” and “ui-
angulation of cross five.” Russo offered a
sariety of unconvincing reasons why he
had never mentioned the meeting to
anyone before.

Garrison produced  another unusual
“witness” at the hewing, a 27-year-old
Negro dreag addice. Vernon Lmndv said
that while i on the kaeum“ one
oorning w. " a cap of heroin
he looked up and saw Osweld being
handed a wad of mon by Shaw. Bundy
arhnitted he had a four-cup-a-day n“bﬂ
at that time snd had beea on drugs
since the aze of 13. One defeose attor-
ney asked Bundy .ow he could support
such a ocr.la’x:‘mq heroin hibit when the
cost would be nearly twice his salary
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testimooy was encegh “evidence” to
biod Shaw over for trial, om indye twid
a friend &t the r:rctuc\ that .x‘(‘.i;ough
Garrison rm!’\' dida’t M\u erough to
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could help Beaubouef get a job with an
aidine if only hie would help them sub-
stantiate the alleged plot. Beaubous
told them he couldn’t do anything with-
out talking to kis attorney. They mude a
date for 2:30 the next afternoon at the
lawyer’s office.

‘Just Like That': One of the two in®
vestigatars, Lynn Loiscl, & New Orleans
policemun assigned lo Carrison’s office,
showed up. What had Loisel told Bean-
bouef the night before, the attorney
asked? “T told ldim we had liberal ex-
pense money,” Loisel replied. "And 1
said the boss iy in a position to put him
in a job, also that he would make a hero
out of kim, instead of a villain, you un-
desstand ... 1 niean we can change the
story around, you know, ts positively,
beyond a shadow of a doubt ... You
know, eliminate him, you know, into any
kind of a conspiracy or what have you”
The attorney wanted to know more about
the offer of money. Loisel answered: “T
would veatare to say Well, T'm, you
knaw ... fairly cectain we could put
83,000 on him.” He snapped his fingers.
“Just Like that, you kaow.”

Loisel was asked about the promise of
a job. “I don’t know,” the burly cop suid.
“I'm sure he would have to go up througt
the ranks, you know. The hxat yoar or
two he might stay in a room in U Dack

with the charts or something ... I dendt
know. Then ke advances a Jittls farther,
Then be's a co-piiot ... lur- he’s a pi-
Jot” Beaubouefs Iu\vyﬂx a i this
was Garrison’s idea, if “the boss” meant

t it did.
Yeonspiracy
presumably

Jin Garrison? L

Then Loisel laid out the
plet™ to whick Bewubouefl
would testify. He discussed “cross fire”
and escape routes. s Loisel “recalled”
it, Ferrio and Siaw had been arguing
in the apartisent—or maybe it had been
Oswald  and  Shaw—the investigator
couldr’t uite tecall for sure. Loisel add-
ed: “Clay Shaw wanted somo of h
methods nsed, or his touglits, you know,
used. But anyway, that’s what we have in
mind—along that lina.”

Suggestion: “Was Al at the rwed:‘:g?”
the attorney asked. Laisel said: “No, Al
wast't at the raccting.” Bu? Loisel sug-
gested that Dave Femie had told Beau-
bouef all sbout it. The attorney then
asked how they would explin Beau-
bouef's failure to come forward pifor to
this. “I'll tell vou how we go about that
probl or,” said Loisel. “Well, Dave Teor-
rie, bless his soul, is gone. Al was scared
of Dave. Al has a family, you know.
When Al frst met Dave, ho was a single
aun, Al Bas a fonily now. Al was thrests
ened by Dave, you knuw, to never divalge
this Al or his fumily would be

You \hrm(;lm.u. hn‘ that poer
is gone, Al has voluutarlly eome forth
and 4 of his knowt me I mean there’s
93,559 ways we can skin that cai, vou
know. [ rican, it's something, you kuow
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