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assassination on the basis of a tip that he 
was Oswald's "getaway pilot." But the 
tipster was an alcoholic who later admit-
ted that he had made up the story. 

Despite his clean bill of health from 
the FBI and Secret Service, Ferric be-
came the center of Garrison's investiga-
tion. He was questioned for hours, 
"tailed" and subjected to polygraph 
tests. His acquaintances were quizzed. 
By February, word had leaked out of 
Garrison's office that Ferric was soon to 
be arrested and charged with the con-
spiracy of conspiracies. Through it all 
Ferric called the D.A.'s investigation a 
"farce" and told friends he would sue 
Garrison if he were arrested. But as the 
weeks wore on, Ferric, not a strong or 
stable roan under the best of circum-
stances, began to show the strain. Then, 
suddenly on Feb. 22, he died—of a mas-
sive cerebral hemorrhage. 

Suicide: Garrison crowed that Ferries 
death was "an apparent suicide" and he 
warned that same week: "We know who 
the rest of them are. The only way they 
are going to get away from us is to kill 
themselves." A week after Ferrie's death, 
Garrison .rnefully admitted to me in his 
home, "Yeah, we helped kill the son of 
a bitch." 

Shortly after Ferris's fortuitous death, 
Garrison proclaimed that he had "solved" 
the President's assassination; that lie 
knew the individuals involved, the cities 
and other details of the "plot." Arrests 
would be forthcoming, and convictions 
too. "Don't bet against us," the district 
attorney warned. 

Two days later, a crucial "witness" 
miraculously appeared. Perry Raymond 
Russo, a 25-year-old insurance salesman 
from nearby Baton Rouge, claimed that 
he had known David Ferric: well and 
that Ferrie had once said President Ken-
nedy should Litre been killed for his 
bungling of the Bay of Pigs disaster. Gar-
rison assigned former boxer Andrew J. 
Sciambra, 31, one year out of law school, 
to interview Russo. After his first con-
versation with Russo, Seiarnbra Sled a 
3,500-word memo in which he failed to 
mention anything about an assassina-
tions plot. 

Ideal Witness: But later, after being 
given "truth smalls's" (sodium pentutlad) 
and being prompted, Russo testified at 
length in a pretrial hearing about a key 
"conspiracy" meeting held in Ferrie's 
apartment which also supposedly in-
volved Clay Shaw and Lee Harvey Os-
wald. Russo seemed io be the ideal wit-
ness. He WaS cool, calfo—"almost as if he 
was hypnotized," said one attorney. Ian 
and behold, the defense later discov-
ered thot Russo had been hypnotized 
—just hours before ho testified. Russo 
told the court he had stood monad in 
the apartment and listened while Ferrie, 
Oswisist and Shaw hatched the  
He could recall phrases like "availability  

of exits," "diversionary tactics," and "tri-
angulation of cross fire." Russo offered a 
variety of unconvincing reasons why he 
had never mentioned the meeting to 
anyone before. 

Garrison produced another unusual 
"witness" at the hearing, a 27-year-old 
Negro drug addict. 's'errion Bundy said 
that while sitting on the lakefront one 
morning waning to "pop" a cap of heroin 
he looked up and saw Oswald being 
handed a Wed of money by Shaw. Bundy 
admitted he bad a four-cap-a-day habit 
at that time and had been on drugs 
since the age of 13. One defense attor-
ney asked Bundy how he could support 
such a demanding heroin habit when the 
cost would be nearly twice his salary 

Shaw: A price for vulnerability 

each week. "I steal sometimes," Bundy 
replied. 

After the three "edges on the hearing 
panel agreed that the Russo and Bundy 
testimony was enteigh "evidence" to 
bird Shaw over for trial, one judge told 
a friend at the racetrack that although 
Garrison really didn't have enough to 
bind the defendant over, he and his fel-
low judges had been fascinated by bow 
well Russo stuck to his story For two days. 
Many hypnotists prohably were not so 
impressed. 

Garrisoss did not stem with Russo and 
Bundy.His men trie to get another 
"wanes," in shore up his conspiracy 
charge. In fact, they tried about 03,000 
worth. 
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could help Beaubouef get a fob with an 
airline if only he would help them sub-
stantiate the alleged plot. Beaubonef 
told them he couldn't do anything with-
out talking to his attorney. They made a 
date for 2:30 the nest afternoon at the 
lawyer's office. 

'Just Like That': One of the two int 
vestigatnrs, Lynn Loisel, a New 01-leans 
policeman assigned to Garrison's office, 
showed up. What had Loisel told Beau-
hose the night before, the attorney 
asked? "I told him eve had liberal ex-
pense money," Loisel replied. "And I 
said the boss is in a position to put him 
in a job, also that he would make a hero 
out of him, instead of a villain, you un-
derstand ... I mean we can change the 
story around, you know, to positively, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt ... You 
know, eliminate hint, you know, into any 
kind of a conspiracy or what have you." 
The attorney wanted to know more about 
the offer of money. Loisel answered: "I 
would vent:ire' to say... Well, Pm, you 
know ... fairly certain we could put 
83,000 on him." He snapped his fingers. 
"Just like that, you know." 

Loisel was asked about the promise of 
a job. "I don't know," the burly cop said. 
"I'm sure he would have to go up through 
the ranks, you know. The first year or 
two he might stay in a room in the back 
with the charts or something ... I don't 
know. Then he advances a little farther. 
Then he's a co-pilot ... Then he's a pi-
lot." Beanbouef's lawyer asked if this 
was Garrison's idea, if "the boss" meant 
Jim Garrison? Loisel replied that it did. 

Then Loisel laid out the "conspiracy 
plot" to which Beaubouef presumably 
would testify. He discussed "cress Bre" 
and escape routes. As Loisel "recoiled" 
it, Ferric and Shaw had been arguing 
in the apartment—or maybe it had been 
Oswald and Shaw—the investigator 
couldn't quite recall for sure. Loisel add-
ed: "Clay Shaw wanted some of his 
methods used, an his thoughts, you know, 
used But anyway, that's whet eve have in 
mind—along that line." 

Suggestion: "Was Al at the meeting?" 
the attorney asked. Loisel said: "No, Al 
wasn't at the mecning." But Loisel sug-
gested that Dave Ferrie had told Beau-
boner all about it. The attorney then 
asked how they would explain Beau-
boners failure to come forward prior to 
this. 'TB tell you how sae Si) about that 
pelihsn u" said Loisel. "Weld Dave Fer-
ric, bless Isis soul, is gone. Al was scared 
of Dave. Al has a family, you know. 
When Al f.rSt met Dave, he was a single 
nials, Al harp a fn oily now. Al was threat-
tined by Dave, you knew, to never divulge 
this. Al or his family would lie taken earn 
of. `Lou understand. Now that poor Dave 
is gone, Al 	sl:n',t'. i 	come forth 
and Ha of his ::now._ age. I mean there's 
09,B19 ways we can skin that cat, you 
'Know. I mean, its something, you know 
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