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statenent aliont the phote’ Iuln'l you

<y crdier . the Conuni _n claimed
where weie o tranesipts of his interro-
satinicat police Teadguariess?

u.M This p.lumlur ek was report-
il 1o the Commision by Dallas police-
men s d Fedenl agents who were present
attl interropaion and who ramembered
hag ety of Ouvcald's conuncnts,
2laY10v: You siaid a while ago that sev-
eral witnewey  have  reported  being
threatencd by hoth Dallas policemcen
uls for contradicting the
Govermient vavsion of the assassination,
$lave there Deen other instances?

LANE: Some ¢ rdinary things have
happened in Dailas to people who gave
tesimony conttadicting the version that
Owdd was the tone asamin of President
Kennedy and Officer Tippit. Since 1
wrote my hook, much more has come to
light, 1 mentioned earlier the Aqyuilia
Clemons episwde: her Tife was threatened
l:y Dallas police oficcr—or so she
llmn;;ht—-—:\l.cr shie sid  dhat Tippits
mnderer was not Oswald, Another wite
nem to the Uippit slaying, Warren
Reynokls, wis onc block away from the
slicating when he saw aman ran past him
cariying a pistol. Reynolds described the
ma o the police on November 22, and
since his description was completely at
vaviance with that of Oswald,
never taken o the line-up at police head.
quoners, On January 21, 1964, Reynolds
win qquostioned by agents of the FIT and
shown pictures of Owald, but he said
1 that Oswald was not the man he
had seen ficcing the murder scene, Two
days Jater Reynolds was in the basement
of his used-car salesroom and a maa be-
hisd a filing cabinct shot him through
the head. Reynolds was on the critical
Nist, but he survived. ITe Jater said that
he believed the atwack on him was eon-
nected with what he saw on November
22 A man was subsequently arvested and
diagged with the awempted murder of
R\:)'nohl‘ His mune was Darrel Wayne
Caner, and Lie admitted hc d phonced his
sisierinclaw and “advised her he had
shot Warren Reynolds.” But suddenly a
yoeung  “exotic  dincer”  named  DBeuty
Maoncy MeDonald showed up with an
alibi for Caruer, clhaiming she had spent
the night of the shoming with him, Gar-
ver was freed on the basis of her unsup-
ported watimony, but a few days later
Miss MeDonuld was aevested on a disor-
derddy  conduct  chargé  after  allegedly
fghting with Ier roommate, and  was
taken to Dallas police  headquiarters—
where hier dead body was found one
bour after avival, The Dallas police said
e hanged hevsell, Miss McDonakd had
feen cuployed as a swipper in Jack
Ruby's Cirouscl

b, Becanse of inci-
dents fize these, many Dallas rosidents

.who kuew somcthing contrary to the

“official wvemsion” of the assassination

he was

were aliaid o offer theie nonconlorming

dnformation,

Stll another witnes o the Cippi
slaying—who abo. v will recatl, siid
Tippits murderer was shore and sochy
—was_Domiseeo Lengvides, When 1 vise
ited  Dallas with i crew some
months ago, Benavides agreed o speak
to us, but the night before the pmjected
interview, two Dillas homicide detees
tives visited De Amonin, aur direaar, in
the Tower Maotel and informed him thae
there would be no interview il thae
we o were Being imestigated.

Benavides

never shiowad up for the appointment, |

When T was badk in Dallasy just afier
the publication of my hook, [ appeaed
o local vadio show and asked anyone
who had any inloymiaden ahout him to
contact me. Benavides' ltheindaw, o
man pamed Jadoon, called. My, Jackson
told me Benavides was atvaid 1o ik and
had previowsly fled the Dallas area in
fear, Jackson further vevealed vhat alwer
Benavides failed 1o fdentify Oswald as
Tippits murderer, Benavides' brother,
who resembled himy, was shot through
the head and killed, Bevavides quit his
job and was replaced by ancthier Mexi-
can-American bearing a vesamblance 10
him. Within weeks, thit man was also
shot through the head by an unknown
person, but he survived, The assailants
of these two men have never been
apprehended by the Dallas pelice, Be-
navides wias convineed he was the in.
tended viciim and fled Dallas, but his
father-in-law, My Jackwon, went to the
police and tokl them he planned ta ini-
tiate his own investigation of the two as-
saults, since the police bad muide no
progress. The police wld him nar go.
Some time later. Jackson heard @ uoise on
his front Iawp and went to investigate,
As Nie staod sithouctted in the dooiway,
a man jumped ont from bebind some
bushes and  fired one she, wanowly
missing him. Jackson now believes that
these episades are part of an oerganized
éffort in Dallas 10 silenze Domingo
Benavides. :
PLAYBOY: Where is Benavides now? Have
you been able o trace hin?

tANE: The Jast T heard he was i Lancas-
ter, Texas. But [ can’t eompel him to
speak to me. The Dallas polue advised
him not to, and he cvidently respects
their advice. X

PLAYBOY: Do you bhelieve wimesses are
being systematically  threatened—or | lie
quiclated?

LANE: T don't know, but things have heen
]nppcnmg in Dallas that are more remi-
niscent of James Bond thon of Sherlock
Haolmes. For example. immediatcly alter
Ruby killed Oswild, two newspapermen
went to Ruby's apartnent with his room-
mate,, George Senator, Senatar, by the
way, has sinec indicated that he knew of
Ruby'’s plan (o shoot Oswald before the
event. What he told these two newsmen

I don’t know, | athin a fow months
they were bo wad, "One of  them,
Jimes F. Koctheea tespected stalf writer
{or The Dallas Times Hevald, was found
strangled do his apartnent, Phe Dallas
police ist it as an wosolved killing.
PLAYBOY: And the other newsiun?

tane That was Bill Hunter, a prize-
winuing reporter fTor the Long Beach,
California, Independent PressTelegram,
Fle was shot by a local police officer while
he sat reading in the press room of the
Long Beach public salety buildiog. The
police said it was an accident,
PLAYEOY: Do you believe these two men

“were victims of a ennspicacy?

tANE Not  necessarily. The murders
could be coincidences, but there are oo
nuny coincidences in this case, Penn

foncs, [r., editor of a Texas paper, the
Midlothinn  Mivrer, has  investigated
these events. TTe 1old me Uit i believes
a toal of 11 witnesses lave died myste-
riowsly since November 22, 1063, William

Whaley, the aibdriver who allegedly

drove Oswald [rom the assassiniation scene
and whose original testimony was very
inconvenicnt to the Commision Report,
as killed in & cr crash—the first cab-
driver 1o dic in an acdident in Dallas in
30 years. Lee J. Bowers, who, as I dl-
ready mentioned, toll wie iu a filmed in-
tervicw that he had seen smoke or flamges
coming from behind the wooden fenfe
on the grassy knoll, was killed a fepv
months after T saw him——ulo in an autb-
mabile crash, When T was in Dallas with
the Hlm crew, somce witnesses said lhéy
were afraid to talk to us because of the
death of the two reporters and the intih-
idation of other withesses. For example,
. the Connmission reveals that a man giv-
ing his name as Lee Oswald priced a ear
shortly before the sination. “Chis
nan talked Joudly to the salesmen about
going back to Russia, axy I mentioned
carlicr, and said he expected to come
fnto a large sum of money soon. The
Conmmission  concluded  that  Oswald
coulda't drive and that he wasn’t there
that day. Anyway, we spoke to two of
the anto salesmen and they tokd us thae
Bogard, the man who tried to sell Oswald
the car, was brutally beaten and hospi-
talized after testifying. He subscquently
fted Dallas. These two salesmen told s,
“If you tike this and the [act the re-
porters Tave been killed, and all dhe
other peculiar things happeniug in Dal-
las, we're just afraid o be in your Ghn"”
Thas, important witnemes seei 1o lave
been terrorized into silencee or confornuity.
2LAY30Y: Isn't it possible that some of
these peaple were ounly reacting fearfully
to nnnors and to cvents unconnected
with the assamination? ;
LANE: Yes, it's possible; But whae T think
emerges is a clear pattern of intimidation
of nouconforming witnesses. For exanr
plc, a Dallas housewile, Wilma Tlcc.
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