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toined hinn down, This printed in
th - Comanission evidene want to el
the Guth,” Rathy said it vt point, “and
1wt el de heve, Lo . Gentemen, un-
T you ger me o Washington, you can't
got a fair shake ont of we” e added:
“My tife is in danger Bae” When Con-
grosman Ford asked, somewliat redun.
iy, if there were things he would
reveal in Wisliington that he wouldn't re-
veal i Dallas, Ruby told him it there
were, And as thie hearing  coved, he
made one st desperate plea to Chief
Jatice Warren 1o zet hint out of Dallas.
*Veu are the only one who can save we,”
e told Warren. “But by deliying min-
wies, you lose the chimce™ Ruby said he
was anxious to tell the wruth about “why
my act was conmpitted, but it aan't be
said here!” Ac that point Earl Warren,
instead of reassuring Ruby and trying to
ficed out what he knew, aciually told him
that he had good reason to fear for his
silety il he salked 100 much, These are
Warren's exact words, from the Commis-
sion records: I think I .might have some
reluciance il T was in your position, yes;
I dhink I would. I think T would figure it
out very carcfully as to whether it would
cadanger me or not.” Here is the Chicl
Justice of the United Siates questioning
the onc surviving principal, and in cffcet
warning him not to tell C\cwlhm" he
kuows. Tt ctrl.unly ‘was, 1o put it as
innocently as possible, an incurious
apeproach,

PLAYBOY: Couldn’t Ruby have blurted out
whatcver hie knew to Warren, and on the
steength of dhat demanded some kind of
political isylum? Didn't he actually jeop-
avdize hitmell more by making only eryp-
tic remarks that might be disregarded?
IANE: T think he handled things quite
well from the standpoint of his own in-
urest. I he was involved in a plot and
he told she whole story, his statement
would be tantamount o a conlession of
murder with malice. After a new trial,
his "asylum® would be a cemetery. Ruby's
cryptic 1emarks may have been inteaded
as a reminder that he still might walk
it arraugements for his release were
not fullilled. All of this, of course, is
based on the presumption that Ruby
may have heen part of a conspiracy to
Litl Oswald.

pLAYBOY: Why didu't the Commission
take Ruby 10 Washington?

TANE: “I'he Chicl Justice said that a trip
with Ruly would anyact “public auten-
don™ and require the presence on the
plane of additional sccurity  guards,
When Ruby continued 1o make the re-
quest, Warren suapped: “No, it could
not be done, Tt could uot be dane. There
are a good many things involved in that,
Mr. Ruby.” $o Ruby never gat to Wash-
ington. That was the only intcrview the

Commisioners cver had with him, and
he was never allowed 1o reveal whatever

it was hie felt Le could not ravesl in the
Datlas jail.

pLavsoy: Well, what iforrmion did
come out of the Dalls heaiog?
tANE: Ruby wstiicd  for abeut  thiee

hours, but he was asked very (ew yues-
tions, and most of his siatements were
volunteered. The  Commmissian’s  most
funastic omission was that Ruby was
never oven nked whether o1 not he re-
ceived help in éntering the basancnt of
Dallas police headquarters, Ruby stated
that when he shar Oswald “ihere was no
ntalice in me.” The Conminion had al-
rearly condluded that Ruby Killed QOs-
wald in a fir of frenzy stemneing hom his
love of Kennedy and Lis Tutred ob Os-
walkl. So, of wowse, they atw (ailed 10
ask the Jogicol and vital question: 10
Ruby didu't bace Oswald, why did he
kill him? It goes fike this right down the
line. At one poitn Ruby disclosed that 36
hours belore Lis “unpremed itaced™ mur-
der of Qswabl, a Dallas police officer
had made a veiled snggesion to him
that Oswitld shioudd be killed. As he tes-
tificd to this clicct. Joe “Toualill, his
lil\\‘}'('r. P:\\\L‘(I a Ilﬂlm\sioll
members reading: "This s the hing
thae started  Jack in the shooting.™ In
other words, Ruby’s own lawyer inti-
riates that a Dallas policemun motivated
Ruby to murder Oswald. Yot Ruby was
not asked a single question by the (‘()m-
mission o this point.

PLAYBOY: Do you believe the G ommission
was only going through ihe mwtions
when they interviewed Ruby, and ceally
did't witne o learn the Taas?

LANE: [ don’t know why the Commission
behaved as it did. Maybe Roby was
wrong in thinking his life was in dahger
in Dallas. Moybhe he conlil have restified
freely there widhoue fear of peronal in.
jury. On the other ol it be did bave
police assistanee in shooting Oswald, he
obviously might be reluctant o talk
about it in the Dallin jail, The thing o
remember is that when the Cominission
questioned . Ruby,  President Kennedy,
Officer Tippit and Lee Oswald were all
dead; Ruby was the sole known surviv.
ing protagonist of the events that began
on November 22, Even if his fears were
irrational, the Comumission had an abli-
gation—ito the truth and 1o the American
people—to da cverything possible to ullay
Ruby's fears and find omr all he knew,
The Commisiou never dicd thar, And
that's why the most revealing question of
that entive day was pased by Juck Ruby
to Farl Warren. e said wr ahe Chiel
Justice of the Vnited Srates: "Maybe
certain peopde don’t want o know the
truth that may come out of me. Is that
platsible?”

PLAYBOY: IT Ruby's motives were wucer-
tain, what about Oswald's? Has it been
determined if Oswald ever expressed pers
sonal or political hostility toward cither
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President Kgamedy or Governor Cone
mlly? ‘

LAng: There v been no allegation tha
Owald did. T the contrary, Marina O

wild testifred her Tshand thoughe highty
LI E .

of President Kennedy, particularly of the
job he was doing on bebill of civil rvighis,
Owald expresed similar pro-Kennaldy
seutiments 1o other people whose testi-
mony is en the record. Marioa Oswald
alse said that while they were living in the
Sovict Union, Oswald read that Conaally
was running for governor of Texas, and
hie iold her 3f e L been diving in Texos
at the time he would have vated for him.
PLAY3OY: Would you discuss the circum-
stances of Oswald’s stay in the Soviet
Union?

tane: Winston Churchill once referred
to Russia ais a mystery wrapped inoan enig-
i, and Oswald's stay there falls into
that ctegory. He lived there two yeus,
attempted to give up his Amcrican citi-
zenship, amd expressed  violent anti
Amcrican and pro-Comtunist opinions,
Yet in his private diavies for the same
peviod he consistently expresses bitter
anli-Soviet sentiment. On his return to
the States, Oswald dictated the begin.
ning of a book on Soviet life In
these notes, and it, too, was anti-S
His motlier, Marguerite Oswald, has alvo
repeatedly stated in public that her son
was a CIA agent: but I've been unable
to find any independent verification for
that charge. After his return to the States,
Oswald maintained his Jefust public
image, but there are some strange con-
tradictions here, 100t He wiis ostensibly
pro-Castro, but he alo tried privately
W ingr ¢ himsell with an anti-Castro
Cuban exile group. Whether he was a
rightist passing for a leftist, or a leftist
posing as a rightise, or an FBI or CIA
agent passing - for both, or possibly just
plain confused, I honestly haven't heen
able w figure out. I'm inclined to believe
he was asincere leftise.

PLaYsoY: If bath Ruby and Oswald were
linked in some way with Cuban exile
groups, do you belicve they were asso-
ciated in any other ways?

WANE: I've hicard many storics to- this
cffcce, but no onc has yer presented
convincing proof that the two men knew
cach other.

PLAYBOY: You mentioned iat while he
was in the Sovict Union, Oswald tried to
reuounce his American citizenship, In
September 1963, he applicd for a pass-
port in. New Orleans, and Dhis ap-
plication  was gramted.  But passport
regulations | require  the applicint to
swear he has never “sought or claimed
the benefits o[ the nationality of any
foreign state.” Why was 0\\\.11(1 granted
a passport?

taNg: 1 don't know. Hxs apphcmmn wis
wired—anot mailed, as is the wual proce:
dure—to  Washington, and clearance
came through within 24 hours, which
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