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arened hinn downe This printed in
ty - Gommission evidenc want to tcll
the eraeths,” Rubry siaicd at et point, “and
1.8 tedl it heve o . Gentdanen, uh-
Jie o Jou1 g0 mic to Washington, you can't
get a fair shake out of me” Hle added:
“My Jife s in dinger Lere” When Con-
I LRGIEED Ford asked, somewhat redun.
dintly, i there werce things hie would
reveal in Wishington that he wouldn’t re-
veal i Dadlas, Ruby told him that there
were, And  as the hearing dosed, he
made one kst desperate plea to Chief
Justice Warren to zot him one of Dallas.
“Vau are the only one who can save ne,”
e told Warren, "But by delaying min-
ey, you lose the duimce.” Ruby said e
was anxiows to tell the ruth about "why
IV aCt Wi committeedd, but it ¢an’t be
soid here! Ac that point Earl Warren,
instead of reassuring Ruby and trying to
fiad out what he knew, acrually told hi
that he had good rcason to [ear for his

silety if he talked 100 much. These are

Warren's exact words, froni the Commis-
sion records: I think I might have some
reluctance il T was in your position, yes;
I think I would. I think T would figure it
aut very carclully as to whether it would
endanger me or not.” Here is the Chicf

Justice of the United Suites questioning

the onc surviving principal, and in cftect
watning him not to tell cverything he
kunows. It certainly ‘was, 1o put it as
iunocently as  possible, an  incurious
approach.

pLAYBOY: Couldn’t Ruby have blurted out
whatever hic knew to Warren, and on the
stecuzth of that demanded some kind of
political ssylum? Didn’t he actually jeop-
avdize himsell more by making only cryp-
ic romarks that might be disregarded?
1ANE: | think he handled things quite
well from the standpoint of his own in-
ierest. I he was involved in a plot and
he told the whole story, bhis stawcment
would be tantamount to a conlession of
murder with malice. Alter a new trial,
s “asylum®™ would be a cemetery. Ruby's
cryptic 1emarks may have been intended
as o reminder that Lhie sull migho talk
il arraupgements for his release were
not fullilled, All of this, of course, is
based on thie presumption that Ruby
may have been part of a conspiracy to
Mill Oswald.

rLAYBOY: Why didu't the Commission
take Ruby 10 Washington?

LANE: "Uhe Clael Justice said that a trip
with Ruby would anract "public atten-
Hon™ and require the presence on the
plane  of  additonal scourity  guards.
When Ruby continued to make the re-
quest, Warren suapped: “No, it could
hot be cone, Tt could not be done. There
are a good many things involved in that,
Mr. Ruby.” So Ruby ncver got to Wash-
Igton. That was the only interview the
Comminioners cver had with him, and
he was never allowed 1o reveal whatever
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it was he felt Be oould not reveal in the
Dallas jaal,

PLAYBOY: Well, what informimion did
comne out of the Tl heaneg?

LANE: Ruby tesubicd  for three
hours, but he was ashed very lew gues
tions, amd most ol s statements were
volunteered,  The  Commission’s  most
fantastic omission was that Ruby was
never oven senked whether or not he re-
ccived help in éntering the basament of
Dallas police headquarters, Ruby stated
that when he shor Oswald “ithere was ho
malice in me.” The Commision had al-
ready condiuded that Rubn Lilled Q-
wald in a fuir of frenzy stemming hom his
love of Kennedy andd Lis hatred ol Os.
wald, So, of comse, they abw hiled 10
ask the logicol and wvital question: I(
Ruby didu’t bate Oswald, why disl he
kill him? It goes fike this right down the
line. At one poim Ruby disg loweddl thae 30
hours before Lis “unpremed itaced™ mur-
der of Oﬁ‘h".‘lltl,';l Dalins Iu‘hlitl‘ officer
Lhad made a veiled snguession to him
that Oswald shiondd be killed, A« he tes-
tificdd to this clicet, Joe “Voualull, lhis
lawyer, passed a note to the Counission
members reading: “This s the ding
that started  Jack in the shootng™ In
other words, Ruby's own lawyer inti-
matcs that a Dallas policeman motivated
Ruby to murder Oswald, Yet Ruby was

a et

not asked a single question by the Com-

mission on this point. e
PLAYBOY: Do vou belicve the Commission

was only poing through the motions

when they interviewed Ruby, and really
didn't witnte (0 learn the laas?

LANE: [ dun't kuow why the Commission
bebaved as it did, Maybe Ruby o was
wrong in thinking his life was in dadiger
in Dallas. Movhe he coulit have estihed
frecly theve without Tear of ln:ruhh:ll ity-
jury. On the other hind, i he did bave
police assistance in shooting Oxwald, he
obviously might Dbe veludtant to talk
about it in the Dallas jail. The thing o

remember s that when tlhyr Commission

questioned Ruby,  Prosident Kennedy,
Officer Tippit and Lee Oswald ‘were all
dead; Ruby was the sole known surviv-
ing protagonist of the events that began
ot November 22, Even if his fears were
irrational, the Conunission had an obli-
gation—to the truth and e the American
people—to o everything possible toallay
Ruby’s [ears and find owr all he knew.
The Commission never didd that. And
that's why the most revealing qquestion of
that entive day was pased by Jack Ruby
to Farl Waren. Fle saidd o the Chiel
Justice of the United Srates: "Maybe
certain people don’t want to know the
truth that may come out ol me, Is that
platsible?”

PLAYSOY: 11 Ruby's motives were uneer-
tain, what abour Qswald’s? Has it been
determined if Oswald ever expressed per-
sontal or political hostility toward cither

President Ky
maliy?
LANE: T'here v been no allegation shay
Oswald did, Tn the contrary, Marini O

cly or Governor Con.

wald testifred hor hshand thoughe heghly
—— . . - .
of Prosident Kennedy, particularly of the

job he wis doing on Leluidl of civid rights,
Owald exprescd similar pro-Reanedy
sentiments to otlhicr people whose et
mouy is on the record. Marina Oswald
also said that while they were living i the
Sovict Unian, Oswald read that Connally
was running for governor of Texas, and
he 1old her of he Tad been diving in Texm
at the time he would have voted for ham,
PLAY3OY: Would you discuss the circum-
stances of Oswald's stay in the Soviet
Union?

tANE: Winston Churchill ence referred
to Russia as a mystery wrapped in an cig.
min, and Oswald's stay there falls into
that category. He lived there two year,
attempted to give up his American -
zenship, and  exprossed  violent anti-
American and pro-Commutist opinions,
Yet in his private diarvies for the sume
peviod he consistently  expresses bitter
anti-Sovict sentiment. On his return to
the States, Oswald dictated the begine
ning of a book on Sovict life Trased on
‘these notes, and it too, was anti-Sovict,
His mother, Marguerite Oswald, has also

repeatedly stated in public that her son

was a CIA ngent; but I've been unable

to find any independent verification for

that charge. After his return to the States,
Oswald maintained  his Jefust public
image, but there are some strange con-
tradictions here, too: He wis ostensibly
pro-Castro, but he alw tried privatcly
o ingratiate himsell with an anti-Castro
Cuban cexile group. Whether he was a
rightist passing for a leftist, or a leftst
posing as a rightist, or an FBI or CIA
agent passing”for both, or possibly just

plain confused, T honestly haven’t heen

able o figure out. I'm inclined to believe
he was a-sincere lefust,

pLaYsoY: If bath Ruby and Oswald were
linked in some way with Cuban exile
groups, do you helicve they were asso-
ciated in any other ways?

WANE: I've hicard many storics to’ this
eficct, but no one has yer presented
convincing proof that the two men knew
cach other.

PLAYBOY: You mentioned that while he
wits in the Soviet Union, Oswald tried to
rcuounce his American citizenship. In
September 1963, he applicd for a pasy
port in New Orleans, and hi ap-
plication  was granted.  But passport
repulations | require  the apphcint to
swear he has never “sought or claimed
the benefits of the nationality ol any
forcign state,” Why was Oswald granted
a passport? ¥

tanzg: 1 don’t know. Fis application was
wircd-—not mailed, as is the usual proce-
dure—ta Washingion, and clearance
came through within 24 hours, which
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