Seerean v the souce for ‘lmu

noatiere 1 B l.n.’iu' tatlia (h\/i.:iun
Tvasarteast at P24 van Yet Brennan hime
se il statesl e gave Tis fing description of
e man i the window 10 a Scareg Servs
m who anived on the sene at
i tely one raL—~I5 minutes wo

.
.n:~ w osplain the all-points bulictin
descnafiing Oswakl And so we are left
aal the Commission’s “"most probably”
aoausaption that the bulletin was based
wr Broomans identificiiion—which,
ahen coofronted  with the cvidence,
Aacan’t seem very probable ac all.
2.Av.0Y: Why do you challenge the cye-
witens evadencee that Oswald shot Otheer
Vipyeit? .
eRE IU0s nat the witneses' original
siateaents T challenge. Tt is the Coamise
son's s o them that s so disquicting.
‘i he eyenaeness evidence shows that Os-
walit did nat shoot Tippit

riavaoY: What evidence?

tang: Well, theie were three witngsses
to Vippit's murder close enough to iden-
ufy the murderer. The Commission
senight 10 obscure this face by writing
that “at least 12 persons saw the man
with the revolver in the vidnity of the
Tippit aime scene at or imnediately
after the shooting,™ but it wis able o
proent the testimany of only two who
siid they had scen the shooting. The
others w3 man fleeing from the scene
or from the general  ncighbarbood,
Cheir cions to jdentily i (eeing man,
whom they had acver seen before and
Lad scen just briclly dhen, are to be
weighed with cantion, This s particu-
Larly »0 i view ol dic nature of the-
police line-ups conducted by the Dallas
police. Ar Teast one witness o that he
could pick Oswald out of the linc-up—
since he was Joudly protesting his place-
ment i the Jincup with « group of
teenagers. In addition, witnesses  said
that they signed (he afidavie identifying
Owald s the ailpric from the linc-up
even before they ware taken to the line-
up. The Commisioners said only that
they weve satishied with the line-up—

‘eading ane to believe that ey were too
eaily contented. Of the cyewitnesses to
the actual murder, however, one was a
Menie:

Americn mechanic pamed
vides, wha was parked in
a pidkup truck only 15 fect (rom the mur-
der scene, Benavides told me that on No-
vember 22 Bic tolld the Dallas police that
Ve man who killed Officer Tippit was
\tln-ﬂl and somewhat heavy, After Bena-
Ml gave i description of, the killer,
" [poiice evidently decided there was
no ge bringing him down 1o the tinc-up
0 view Lee QLavey Oswald, who was
exteenn ly thin and above middle heighe.
Tue seeond witnes was Mis, Acquilla
Clwor, . an Oak CLIr howewile, who
twd W In a flued jnerview tha she
heard slots, then ran out of hier house
and saw a wman with a pistol in his hand
sanding over Putrolman Tippit's body.

S ———— .

Sie desribed ahe rasn as shart el
bravy, Miso Clemwns taather e hi
his s with the pisted e waved
another man acrons the streed ad the
two men ran ofl in oppenite direain
Mis, Clemons <oid ucither man wis Jee
Flarvey Oswalid, The Commision naver
called her to testily, and she win novar
questioned by the Conmnission Jawsers,
Now the ehivd witness, Mis Tlelon Lowise
M

rkham, became the Waren Comnns-

sion’s star witness in this aspect of the
eve, beeause shie eventadly ident fied
Oswald as the mrderer, e only prob.
lem is that on Novemier 22 Mrs, Mass
fam gave a statement o the poli:
which the press picked up—that the
man who shot Tippit was short, hravy
and had bushy hair, Tee Oswald had
thin and  receding i After Ms,
Markham had changed this fuitial dea-
tificationt and told the Commision that
Oswald was the murderer, 1 phoned her
in Dallus and tapearcended our con-
vewsation. She repeaterd her original de-
scription 1o me, reiterating that Tippir's
murderer was short. on the heavy side—
but tot too hicavy—with snucswhat bushy
hair.

PLAYBOY: This tape recwding of your con-
versation with  Mrs, Markham  cused
qguite a furor during he Commision
proceedings. At one point, alter you re-
fused to hand over the tape, Farl War-
ren said, “We have every reasos to
doulit the truthfuliess of what you have
heretofore told us.” Wiy didn’t you want
to give the tape o the Conmimion’
LANE: That remak you quoted s jnst
onc of the many. excessive stuenrents
made by “the Chicl Jusice during he
hearings. First of all, since the reconding
of my couversation witle Mrs. Markluom
vas made without her knowledge and
conscnt, for me 1o make and divulge
such a recording voluntuily would con-
stitute a Federal crime. I the Commis-
sion ordered nie to sanender die tape,
however, T would na longer he liable to
prosccution, since the 1esponsibility for
divulging the contents would den be
theirs. T really wanted them o hive it
Decause Mrs. Markbam was then deny-
ing she had ever talked to me. Bt the
Chicl Justice refused 1o direat e o
hind it over, i then he told the press
that J had refused to give the Connmnin
sion the tape. This unluir accusation was
widely printed, defily  conveyiny the
impression that 1 did not really Hosess
such a tape, T retwmned to my ofice tw
think the whole thing over and devided
that cven though T could be sent o jail
for voluntarily handing over the e a
case such as this justified the visk, So 1
did give the tape o the Conunission, anul
they subscquently published atrscript
of it as an exhibit. When Mo Markham
wis confronted with the vecording. she
broke down and admitted thae she bad
talked to mc. So here we hane the Come
mission’s star witiiess admitting she gave

con the side of the Warren Commi

me i deseription o ppit’s murderer
that condil not Jun ted Onweald—anid
tacrehy abo jndicwtd  dat abe b
apparently  commitied perjury i her
previous toestimony, And what did the
Commission do about this? I chose 10
Telieve that Mys. Markham had veally
seea Lee Oswald shoot Tippit. She s
the sele eyewitness support for the Come
rission’s allegation that Oswald killed
Patroluan Tippit. Somewhere a shoet,
stocky anurderer with bushy hair may be
walking our streets.

2Lavzoy: Wiy do you think NMys. Mark.
ham changed her indial identificaition of
the killer?

LANE: You should ask Jer that. T don't
wisli to he hostile to the poor woman, As
she told me, she bad been ordered by
the FBIL the Secrer Service and the Dal-
las police nog o discuss the case at all.
Lier son told the FBE that she “had lied
oIl many ocGisions, even to menthers of
her snmediate family,” He said that she
was [rightened to death of whit would
happen il she didn’t westify thae Oswikd
was the killer. And il you'll look at the
Commission proceedings, you'll find that
alter Mrs, Markham finally admitted she
had repeated hee initial non-Oswald de-
seription al Tippit's muvderer 10 me, she
askedd the Commission lawyer auxiously,
“Will T get in any wrouble over this?” and
he reasared her that shie wouldn’t,. The
Commision’s lawyer was simply couvey.
ing the idea that il you commit perjury
101,
yow'll be protected. If Mres. Markham
had told the truth, she'd have a very
good veason to worry.

PLAYDOY: What do’ you mean?

tane: To live in Dallas and contradict
the oflicial version of the assamination

cn prove to be an invitation o violence, *

For example, shorily alter our investiga-
tors visited the Markham home, Mus,
Muwkham's son was arrested for car
theft, and, according o the Dallas po-
lice, bie “fell” from a third-fioor window
“while trying to escape.” Fortunately, he
surviyed.  Mrs. Ao Clemons, to
whom 1§ referred
‘other witness who said Tippit's murder-
cr was not Oswald—was threatened. Mrs.
Clemons tokl me in a filmed and wpe.
recorded Interview that she was visited
by a man she helieved o be a plain-
clothes policeman, who wore a gun in a
bolster at his waist. Accarding to NMrs.
Clemons, “He just told we it'd be best H3
I didn't say anything because T might
gt hare” Mrs, Clemons said the man

Jntiminted she could casily be killed on

hier way to work.

PLAYBOY: Your book skips abruptly from
the Tippit shooting to Oswald's arrival at
ihe Dallas jail. Why did you leave out
details of Oswald's arrest in the “Texas
‘Uheater—such as hiy statement to anest
ing officers: “Well, it's all over now'?
LANE: The press reported, on the basis
of information supplied by the Dallas
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