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PAYBOY: Lven if Oswiner hiad poor cquip.
nient (o shont with, dide’t the Cone
cowint cnnddude he was an excellenr sho?
LANE: Tl conclusion is on o level wich
she 1o of (heir findines, "The Tact s that
hacald e s oredarively poor <hot, I you
P N I STRE ) > suote iy the
canten: Jowis —aear 3 L time there's
geomn he ever fircd a rette——you'll find he
snrcd only ane paint ahove the lowest
pavene qualification. Ooce of his huddics
in the Maines, Nelaon Delgadn, told me
et Ol w;m hie was
the laughingstock of the squad, because
when Oswwald fired, “Magpic's drawers™
often popped up. Maggic's drawers is a
1ed g waved whenever a bullet com-
p'etely nuwes the target. Aod Delgado
sodds, madentally, that when he rold
this to FRI agcnis, they arpued with
ham {or thvee hours, trying to brow.
beat by inte changing his testimony, to
state that Ovvalld was a good shot, Law.
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yers Gl oahis an atiempt at subornation

of perjury. The Comimission also indicat-
e that bad atmosplierie conditions at
the time of the test could have account-
ol for Oswald’s bad showing: in the Re-
port you'll lind the explanation thar It
might well have been a bad day for
fring the | rillc—windy, rainy, dark.”
Well, I've heen a lawyer long cnough 1o
know that whenever weather is a factor
i o degal proceeding, all you have to do
v ssbpocna the records of the U.S,
Weather Bureien for the day in question,
Mo I ealled the Weathier Burcast and they
sad that the weather in the Los Angcles
aea for the day of Oswald's Marine
Lam s rifle test was not “windy, rainy,
k. To was sunny, bright and cloud-
bess, with o fumperature ranging hetween
2 amd 79 deprees. Relore tclulging
i speculation, the Warren Commission
vhioulil lLave  contacted  the
Burcan. Pehiaps they did—and ignored
the infonmation when it proved incon-
venwent for cheir thesis that their marks-
wan, Owald, had done poorly on his
Hile test only becanse of poor weather
cnnhitions, While this is a relatively mi.
BaE print, it indicates how the Commis-
ST upcr.qlr.'il.

FLAYBOY: But afwr having  Oswald's
waapon wested, the Commission conclud-
el bt he had “the cipability to fire
thiee shos, with two hits, within 4.8 and
e secomdy ™

VARE: Yoo, they did aiy that, To test Os-
walil's enpertise, the Commission asked
thice Masieis of the Nutional Rille Asso-
tation--tuee of e best riflemen the
vy could fil—to duplicate
Shiwaad™s Teat Lets se what happened,
et il the thiee experts found they
seniasd il even aim the rifle corrcctly,
e the telewopic sipht was improp-
CEY alivoed; it alw wobbled, because e
Was bounly attachad,

Weather -

-

PLAYBOY: Couldn’t the sig'it have been
loovened ot dannged after the assassina
Lintd

LANE: ['eihaps. Nt any e, the Comnis.
MO was graciony cioagh to permit a
prensinathe to veset the sope by welding
two or Hucee et shias 1 thie ritte he-
forc the N.R.A, riflcmen vadertook the
oot Ao, Owadd had allezedly  fired
from A0 [cet above the ground -t the
Commission’s experts were aHowed to
fire from a perehe 30 {eer above the
ground, Oswald allegedly fred at a mov-
g topgcet—-bat the experes were told o
fire Y11 sanionay targets, When Owald
HIICF;E{”}’ fircd Troom the sinth Noor wine
dow of the look Depository, hie could
sce only the head and shonlders of the
President—Dbut the experts were provided
with large body silhoucttes for targets.
According to the Commiwion. the most
dificult shot for Oswald was the first one,
hecause the President was seen reacting
to the wound only cight tenths of a see
ond after he would have become visible
to Oswald, dhe car having just passcd
from bhehind a large tree. So that's the
shot that required the greatest skill—
but the expert marksmen were told to
take all the time they wanted for the
first shot. Well, these three master rifle-
men shot a total of 18 rounds, and firing
from hall the height, at large, statiouary
targets with o resighted rifle, spending
many scconds lining up on the tarpet for
the first shot, not one of them was able
to hit the head or neck area of the tpet
with any ol the 18 ballets. What con-
clusion did the Warren Conunission
draw from all of this? Thit Oswald
could easily have done what three of,the
top marksmen in the country, under in-
hinitely better circunistances, could not do.
PLAYBOY: Sull, weren't Oswald's finger-

prints and palmprints found on the
Manulicher-Carcano?
LANE:  Oswald’s  fingeipritus  were  not

{nnuul on the Mannlicher-Carcano, -but

onc of the cornerstones of she carly case

against him was a charge by the Dallas
policc that Oswald’s  palmprint  was
found on the rifle. After this charge was
made, the supervisor of the FBI latent
ingerprint section, Schastian F. Latona,
examined the weapon carelully, using
the most modern techniques availahle,
highlighting ¢, side-lighting it, cte. He
said he could hnud no trace of Oswald's
palmprint anywlhere on the rifle, and
that even if Oswald had used he rifle,
it would be diflicult to derermine il
prints were there, sitice it was construct-
cd of such poor woold anl mera) that
they might not vegister, The Mallas po-
lice then explained that Oswald's palm-
print had previously heen oun the rifle,
but was “lost™ in the process of “lifting™
it from the rille. That is, the lified print
remained in the Dallas police station
while the riflc was sent to Washington.

PLAYBOY; n 1 the “lifed™ print now?

LANE: T mavsine s still in Dallas, At oue
e it, was shown 10 Latona, who
testaficed that he siw it—hut not on ihe
nile, of course. Yeu the Waarren Gomenis-
siont ignored Latona's expert testimony
ahout the vifle ot showing any tiaces
of a print, and accepted the woud of the
Ballas palice, decdlaring  uncqprivocaily
that Oswald’s palmpring L beea on ahe
rifle. Bug ceven il the rifle did belong 1o
Oswall, there was no reason why cither
his palmprint or fingerpunts, or hoily,
shouldn't be on it. "Fhe guestion s Win
that rille used to fire at President Rew-
cnedy, and was Oswald the man who ed
it? Mercly establishing ownership of a
weapon does not  constitute prool  of
gutlt. particularly since one interpreta-
tion of the hody of cvidence would i
cate that there was an attempt o friame
Oswald well in advance of Novemlwr
22, And there is pood evidence that, nat
only was Oswald’s Manabicher-Carcio
not the murder weapon hut that a toral-
ly different rifle was discovercd in the
Book Depository. The weapon originally
fourcl on the sixth floor was firmly and
repcatedly identified at fiest as a 7.65
German Mauser, and not a 6.5 Jialian
Carcano. ' ._

PLAYBOY: The Commission explained that
the rifle “was initially identificd as a
Mauser 7.65 . . . because a deputy con-
stable wha was one of the furst 10 sce it
thought it looked like A, Mawer. Fle
ncither bandled the weapon nor saw it
at close range.” '_

LANE: The Commission didn’t explain ir;
they explained it away. The depury

constable they rcfer to is Deputy Cons

stable - Scymour Weitzman, the.  first
officer (6 scc the weapon on. Novembher
22, The Commission says he_acither
handled the weapon nor saw it at clow
range, but in the appendix to my hook
youw'll find an affidavit signed by Wein-
man on November 23 giving a detailed
description of the. weapon as a “7.65
Mauser bolt action cquipped with a 4/18
scope, . a thick Ieather brownish-black
sling on it.” Wecitzman also described the
rific as “gun mectal color . . . blue mcral
.« . and said that “the rear portion of
the bolt was visibly worn . , .” Docs this
souncl like the description of a man who
had “ncither handled the weapon nor
seen it at close range™? In the event you
assume  that Deputy  Constable Weitzr-
man was not too bright, that perhaps he
wasn’t up on rifles or made a mistake, let
me point out that Weitzinan was a grad-
uite cugincer who before hecoming a
Dailas police officer had owned a sport.
ing-goods shop where he sold rifies. And
Weizman isa’t the only one whe iden-
tificd the weapon as a German Mawser,
Two other Dallas police officers were

' present when the gun was found, and
they both described it as a 7.65 Mauser.
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