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navcoy: In your hook, you wrote that
pne Wanen  Commission——composed of
wene ol the most disunguished figures
i Amcrican life—"covered itsell with
same.” Arc you accusing the Commis-
soesn of lying 10 the American people?
WANE: 3 woulid not care to say that the
Commiinion ticd, but—however  distin-
wil its menbers may be—it did i
wie a false report, 1 know this heaanse T
carclully eompared the oncvolume Re.
port with the 26 volumes of evidence
that “supports” it and, in many cases, I
foune ne relationship whaever between
the Commission’s conclusions and the
Conission’s evidenee, The most inno-
cent interpretation of its shortcomings,
as Tlugh Trevor-Roper expresses it in his
introduction to my book, is that the Com-
winion members did what some poor
bistorians do: They start with a precon-
ceivesd theery—in this case, that Oswald
was the lone assassin of President Ken-
wely—and sort out all the evidence
supporting that theory, in the process un-
eonsciowsly rejecting any contradictory
fact or interpretation. I don’t know if
that's what happened here, but it's onc
explanation and, compared with somc
of the other theorics that have been ad-
wanced to account for the Commission’s
hehavior, a relatively comforting onc.
PLAYBOY: Huven't your critics accused
you of commitling the same sin you im-
pute to the Commission—selecting from
the mass of testimony. those facts that
ce with your prcconccpuous and dis
carding the rest?

LANE: Yo, But my book is far more thor-

onghly documented than the Warren
Conmission Report, and nonc ol the:

Bundreds of haok reviewers acvoss the
country who've examined it fas yet been
able 10 discover a single inaccuracy, dis-
tortion or out-ol-coutext statement, And
Lt me add right here that thie statements
I will wake in this interview are based
cither on the Warren Commission’s 26
wolumes of evidence or on Gimed inter-
views 1 contucted in Dallas that will ap-
yrur in the documentary Al Rush to
Judgmeni that T made with Emile_dc
Auntomio. So I don’t expect you to pro-
ceed with me on faitht

PAYDOY: You concluded in your hook
sliat the Warren Commission’s “criteria
lur investigating and .lchpung evidence
were related less to the intrinsic value of
the information than‘to its paramount
siecd to allay fears of conspir'lr:y " Do
Yo believe there was a conspiracy to kill
President Kennedy?

tANE: Yo, T dlo. A conspiracy, as defined
by the law, is simply twe or more per-
W acting it concert ta scoure an |\ltg.\l
ead. There were at least two assassins,
I'lhic evidence is conclusive on that score.
The Commission wanted to disprove a

conspriracy, el ahis desire defeared s
Hneigative  function. Remember, a2
Gallup poll taken shortly afwer the assas.
sination revealed that the najority ol
Americans belicveld there was no lone
assassin, butan evganized plot to kill the
President. Ie was chis public fear of a
conspiracy, and all it implied, thac the
Commission was determined to allay,
One of the Commission's membiers, John
I. McGloy, said it was vital for the Gom:
mission to “show the world that America
is not a banana republic, where a gov-
crment can be canged by conspiracy.”
And avother member, Senator Iohn
Sherman Cooper, said righ the nutsct
that oue of the Commission’s major tasks
was “1o lift the cloud of doubts that bad
been cast over American insitutions.”
PLAYBOY: What was so wrong about the
Commission's trying to dispel false con-
spiracy rumors?

LANE: Nothing, il the rumors were false.
The tronble was that from the very be-
ginning the Commission operated an the
assumption that Oswald did it and did it
alone, awd relegated all facis 10 the con-
trary into this “false rumor” category. In
other words, the Commission had con-
cluded who killed Kennedy before they
evenrr began heir investigation,
PLAYDOY: Let's get down to the facts of
the assissination, One of the main points
of your Look is that the fatal shot was
uot fired from the sixth-floor window of
the Book Dcpository, as the Warren
Commission concludes. Do you have
any covidence that shots came  from
somewlicre else?

LANE: The Wanien Commission said un-
cquivacally that there was na -eredible
cvidence even suggesting v the shots
came from anyplace clse. This is vital to
their whole case, because if the shors did
originate from (wo locations, Oswald
couldn’t have been the “lone assassin'”
Let's look at the ‘evidence. When the
Prosident was shot, his limousine had
passed the Book Depository. To the right
and in front of the Presidcutial limou-
sinc was a grassy knoll topped by
a wonden feuce. Some time heloie the
matorcade reached the area, a young
wonuan wmed Julia Ann Mercer saw:a
truck at the base ol the grassy kooll,
itlegally parked hallway wps on the side-
walk, protruding into Ela Street and
partially blocking traflic. Dullas” police-
men were standing a short distance away,
but they didn’t move the truck on. Miss
Mercer saw o man leave the truck and
climb the grawy knoll. Another man’re-
mained in the truck. She drave ofl, and
the truck was gone before the motorcade
appeared. In an afidavie for the Dallas
sherifl’s office, she later said that the man
was c.lrrymg “what appeared 10 he a gun
case” about three and a half to four fect
long. Miss Mercer.was never callal as a
witness or even questioned by the Com-
mission. All we have is her affidavie,

signed before the Dallas sliceil’s depart. ’

ment on n"ﬂhcr 22. 1 bave not been
able o cr. She’s no longer in
Dallas. - .
PLAYBOY: But this is just onc wonun's
|C\(|lll(7"y. . ‘

LANE: Yos, we begin with just one wom-
an’s testimony, but lec me show how it
fits into a pattern of cvidence proving
that at feast one of the shots was fired at
the President from the grassy knoll. A
railroad man pamed Toe Bowers win i
a railroad tower overfooking the kuali,
and he testificd that he saw two men
standing behind the wooden fence juse
before the shots were fired, Bowers did
appear belfore the Commission and he
testified that the moment fising Dhroke
out somcthing attracted his attention to
the fence. He described it as "something
« . which was out of the ordiny,
which attracted my cyc for some rcason,
which T could not identify.” When asked
for details, he said he had scen “nothing
that T could pinpoint as having lap-
pened  that Tere he was inter.
rupted by a Commission lawyer, When {
subscquently couducted a filmed and
tape-recorded interview with Mr. Bowers
in Dallas, T told him that for a year and
a half I'd wondered what the cud of that
sentence was about to be. He told inc,
“Yes, 1 was interrupted by the Commiis-
sion Jawyers. Evidently they didu’t want
to get the faces..T was just going to 1ch)
that at the time the shots were fired, I
looked at the fence and- saw a pulf of
smoke, or flash of light, just when the
shots were fired.” Bowers gave me a de-
scription of the two men on the knoll
that dovetails with the description Julia
Ami Mereer gave the Dallas sheritt's
officc of the two men in the truck. Aund
another witness, J. C. Price, a post office
employce, told the Nallas sherill's olhee,

minutes after the assassination, that he

vas standing on top of the Tenminal

Aunnex Building on Dealey Plaza—over.
looking the route of the Presidential
matorcade—when the shots were fired.
Price later told me that when he heard
gunfire, his attention was instantly drawn
to the grassy knoll. In an interview with
me, he said he saw a man run from be-
hind the wooden fence and dash across
parking lot, disappearing hehind the
Book Depository. Price also said the man
was carrying something in his hand that
could have been a gun.
PLAYBOY: So you have three witneswes
who contradict the Commiission’s conclu-
sion that the shots camc only from 1he
Book Dcpository. Why are you sure
these three are right, and all the witness
cs the Warren Commission relicd on arc
wrong?
LANE: There are many morc than three
For example, three railroad cmployces
were standing on a railroad bridge run:
ning across Elm Strect above and in
front of the Presidential limowsine. They
all said to me in fitmed and taped inter-
views, or to Federal or local authositics,




	Page 1

