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uestion o Tenains olved so far as
the deatl of President=sennedy 15 cOHs
cerned. The evidenee of Oveald’s single-
handed il o pverichelming”

fisst histonians knese that often enoygh,

the more they study a complex event, the
lext they know aboul it, For cach ques.
teeat anueeved, seven maore .i[H'fH;: upr to
take its place, The H’m‘{r'n investicalion,
with an unlimited budgel, a full-time
saff of 26 and compleie access o the
pauive nvestigative  afpavalus  of the
tHuited States Goveviment, was the larg-
et historical inguivy cver underlahen,
[nevitalidy, it wonld produce a paper
monntain of conflicling reports, contra.
dictory testimony, expert disngreement

and wnanaweered questions, By jmh!i.ihirrg |

the 26 volumes of heavings and exhibils
w—containing comsiderable cvidence con-
tradicting its own findings—the Warren
Commission implicitly acknowledged the
inscrulability of fuct. Donbis were lo be
expected; i's surprising only that they
tool so lomg to surfuce, Discussions of
their wvalidity may occupy scholars for
generations-—or cven centuries.

The ripples preceding the wave of
criticism came first from England. The
diuy the Report  was issued, Lovd

Revirand Russell denounced it as a white-

wash and .m-f;.'irqucnﬁy farmed a “Who
Killed Kennedy?' comunitliee to pursne
i1s oten inuvestigation of the assassination,
And late in 1961, Hugh Trevor-Raoper,

Regtus Professor of Istory al Oxford
University, published a scathing atlnck
on the Commission in the pages of Ing-
lanel’s establishmentarian London Sun-
day Times. Aecording ta Trevor-Rofier,
the Report was not only inaccurate bul
“slovenly.” In Amcrica, less prone Lo con-
spiratorial views of history than intrigue-
rife LEurope, criticism was slower n
coming, The first two books attacking the
Commission, Thomas Buchanan's “tVho

KNilled Kcmrrrly?” and Joachim Jocslen’s
“Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?,” con-

tained wild speculations that generally

discredited them as serious  crilicism,
But the flood was only beginming. In
October 1965, Pulitzer Prize-=winning
newsman  Sylvan_Fox, then—cily editor
of the New York World- Telegram and
Sun, published a paperback entitled
“Unanwwered Questions About President
Kennedy's Assassination” On May 9,
1966, Harald Weisherg, a former Senale
inves ij_:ﬂfur:—[irf:rnIEE_%MJHJMHI “IWiile-

wash: A Report an the Warren Report”

Seven wecks later, Viking Press published
“Inquest,” by_ffrhnnrr! Jay Epstein, a 31-
year-old Cornell graduate student, Origi-
nally Epsicin’s master’s thesis, the book
sold moderately well, Then, on August
15, Fiolt, Rinchart & Winston published
MMark Lane’s “Iush to Jud ment,” which
has sinice forged its way to the top of the
bestseller list, And on September 8,
World published “The Oswald Affair,”
by Léo Sauvage, American correspond-
ent for Le Figaro of Paris.

h——

This barvage of books prompted "The
New York Tines to comment eiitorially
on Septembiey 1. 1900, that "Debale on
the arcuracy and adequacy of the Warren
Commission’s work iy now approaching
the dimensions of a lively sowddl tndustry
i this connine” The orinal bowd of
lonely dowliters had weltefplied 10 ¢ sail
army. So dbastically  had the ¢limate
changed that T'hic New Yok Timey
IWVhite THouse frn'rr.tf:urrnrh*lrf. Tom Wick-
cr, comntenfed on \'r,!n'r'n-h:ﬁ. 1000:

o frublic discussion prouf i New Yoik

Jﬂ”ghf to hold a ranrtned-dulrle v asini
about the Wanen Report, .. The ma-
jor difficulty for the group wos in anding
anyone of stature who vws willing lo
defend the Warren " Report aid is
findings.” Wicker went on o demand
appointment of a new Commintan o
investicate the assassination, On Seftem-

ber 28, New York Cangressman *Theo-

dore R. Kupferman, citing the dew of
critical books on the Report, ashed the
House of Representotives te establish a
Senate-Howe Compulice to conduct ils
own investicalion of the TWarren Report,
Shortly thereafter, Lile abo called for a
reoficning of the fpvestization, In the
Navember 1966 issie of ‘The Propressive,
Harrison Salisbury. iwwho had caviier fell
that “no material question yemaizied une
solved,” reversed his field and wrote that
he was conuinced “theve are questions—
some of thevr of major impoviance—
which must be ansivered.”

The one man most respousthle  for
these doubis and demands is New York
attorney Mark Lane. He has been inves-
tigating the asasination  since  carly
December 1763, and since the publica-
tion of “Rush to fudgment” he has been
called everything from a liay Lo a nation-
al lrevo. In a lead reoiew: for the Chicago
Tribune, Jon Wallz of the Northwestern
Universitys Law  School  [acully wrole:
“This lalest critique of the Warren Gom-
mission Report is truly lhorrible, [1t]
passes  lbeyond the nicely  superficial,
being [requently dishonest as well, Lane's
fevered arguments have no _semblance
of logic or cven of o-ganiation. He
presents a phantasmagoric  hodgepodge
of unrclated and often vhelly tirelevant
second-guessing. If, in assembling  Ius
collection. of quiblles, Lane had any ul-
timate purpose other than confusion and
profit, it gocs unstated . . . the catalog
of this book's distortions and apparent
fabrications, large and smiall, is a long
and sory one .. . no one will thank
Lane for bis book.” But many people did
—includiny Norman Mailer, who con-
cluded his revicw in Book Week with a
hurrah: "Thice cheers lor Mark Lane.
Iis work is not without a trace of that
stature we eall hevoic, o . . Lane's book
proves once and forcver that the assassi-
nation of President Kenuedy is more of a
mystery loday than when it occurred”
He called Lane’s 400 pages of evidence
Hstaggering facts. o o o 1f one lenth of

them shnr'q'm-c to be significant, then

the work he Warren Commiasion wall
be judged by history to be a scandal
worse than Tenpot Dome”

The hulb of all thic controveny,
AMark Lane, was born 39 ycars azo in
New Yok City, wheve he has lived ot
of his life. Cwrvently, henvever, he traveh
through Europe and Admevica lectitring
on the assassination, frequently aphear
ing on’ TI and radio talk shows, aned
stopehing of] occasionally in Denmark
with his yorung wife, whom he met while
in Copenhagen three years ago. They
plan to scttle in Califormy shaortly.

After serving in Army Intellizener
during World War Twe, Lane attended
Long [sland University and received his
law degree from Brooklyn Law School.
For 12 years he practiced lmw [rom a
storefront in Fast Havlem; then, o 1958,
he gained local prominence when he
charged that young freaple confitied an
New York State homes for the mentally
defective weve being brutally treated by
attendants. Goernor Rochefeller opened
hearings on the Issue, and a number of
guards were dismissed. In 1960, lLanc
was elected to the Neaw York State Adssem-
bly, representing  the hlack-and-whate
ghettos of East Harlem and Yorkuille.
He ran with the strong cndoyscment
of Eleanor Raooscvelt and Scnaton Her-
bert Lehmay, with whom  hey had
earlicr helped establish a ve[orm pnove-
ment within the New York Dcmacralic
Party. He also had  the endorstment
of Senator John F. Kcnnrrf}-,| wh
moved into the White House at thd same
time Lane allended his first legitlative
session in Albany. In 1961, Lane hécame
the first legislator to be ﬂl‘l'f'.ih'f.f!ﬂ?l a
Freedom Ride—in Jackson, Mississippi.
After two stormy years in the stale as-
sembly, he found himself ovtrucized as
a troublemaker by a bipartisan pre-
ponderance of his fellow asscmblymen,
and did not run for re-clection,

When President Kennedy was assassi-
naled, Lane initiated what his supporters

- have termed “his lonely crusade.” His

involvement began in December, when
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald appointed him
—at no Jee—tio rcpresent her dead son's
interests at the Warren Commission hear-
ings. The Commission refused to aceepl
Lane as a defense atlorney, but it did
permit him to testify, Thus began firs
threesyear  investigation—inde pendent,
if not impartinl—into the circumstances
surrounding President Kennedy's assas.
sination, Lane traveled to Dallas eyght
times, inlervicwing scores of witnesses,
assisted by a group of amatenr investiga-
tors who called themseluves the “Citizeny’
Committce of Inquiry.” The [ruits of s
researches and lus conclusions comprisc
his book “Rush to Judgment"—aml a
film of the same title to be released this
month. o
FLAYBOY interviewed Lane in his two-
and-a-half-room walk-up apartment in
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