PLAYRBOY

mergers skirting the antitrust laws: and
everybody is opent tn harassment hy the
Internal Revenue Service. My own pub-
lisher, Holt. Rinchart and Winstau, ¥ un-
derstand.  came  wndier - direat pressure
from the FBL. An assistant director af
the FBI called & Holt exceutive and
wiged him not ta publish my book. He
said that “John.” mewring | Edgar, “the
Burcitn,” maetning the FBL and “4”
meaning him, would be very wapset if
Holt did. When the Holt executive said
Holt was committed to the book, the
FBU man tald him that this decision
would not be the only consideration in
John's mind when he picked a puliisher
for his next book. Uil that conversa-
ton. Hoit had published many of
Hoover's works—including one  called
Masters of Deceit. which T imagine is a
kind al autobiography.

PLAYBOY: [I what yau've had to say about
the assassination is true, why hasn’t the
Kenueely family spoken out? 1 the Presi-
dent was really killed by a conspiracy,
wouldn’t the Kennedys be the first to
riaise a public mwcry?

LtANE: The Kennedys are beginning o
speak our. aldhough rather softly. Ricle
ard Goodwin, wha was Presilent Ken-
nedy's White House aide and  speech
writer and is now part of Bobby Keune-
dy's duner crdde, vecently criticized  the
Warren Commission and made a mild
public request for a new invesigation of
the assassination. [ can’t believe Good-
win would have said this without first
clearing it with the Rennedy family; so I
think the Kennedys may share his opin-
ions. Another Kennedy aide, Edwyn Sil-
berling, Chicl of the Organized Crime
and Racketcering Section of the Justice
Department  umider  Robert  Kennedy,
has written an introduction to an early
anti-Warren Commission  book. Silber-
ling says this book “raises questions that
deserve o be answered concerning the
possihility that a conspiracy cxisted to
destroy President  Kennedy.” Hugh
Trevor-Roper published a major atrack
on the Warren Commission Report in
the London Sunday Times. He told me
later be indirectly received a message
from Senator Robert Kenuedy saying,
“Keep up the good work.”

PLAYBOY: Why hasn't Senator Kennedy
spoken out directly?

LANE: That question must be directed to
lim for an authentic reply. But I'll give
you my opinion. The assassination of
President Kennedy is the most delicate,
and the most potentially explosive, issue
int American life. The Kennedys have a
buman motive to avenge their martyred
brother, and they also have a political
motive to do it in the mast effective way.
Remember, the Kennedys are waging a
long-term political war with President
Johnson, and the assassination issue may
well play a very vital role in that strug-
gle. I think it's significant that whenever

a Kennedy is asked about the Warren
Repart, he alwiys says—and 1 para-
plisase—"I've never read it but T accept
it.” They've never reatl it! To me those
statements fndicate thac she Kennedys
are keeping theiv options open and bid-
ing thew time until they can announce.
“We have naw read the Report—und we
find it false.”

PLAYBOY: Rumors arc circulating that
President Johnson is trying to pressure
Rabert and  Jacqueline  Kennedy  into
blocking publication of William Man-
chester's hook on che President's denth, or
at least into deleting those sections most
hostile to L.B.J. 1s there any truth
in this?

LANE: I'm not privy to President John-
son’s thinking on the subject. But 1 have
heard such stories. The Wall Street Jouy-
nal yecendy reported that the Kennedy
family “fears the wrath™ of the President
because of the revelations in the hook,
PLAYBOY: "I'lic Warren Conumission was 2
Presicential Commission, appointed by
Johmson. Do you held him responsible
{or its alleged transgressions?

LANE: Yes, absolutely. Harry Truman
used to say ahout the Excoutive desk:
“The buck stops here.”* President John-
son appointed the Commission and se-
lected s members. He is responsilile for
their  subsequent  bhehavior, and he s
respansible for the fact that the most vi-
tal material in this case is classificd top-
seeret until September 2089, President
Johnson is responsible for the fact that
the crucial material evidence—the rifle,
the buflets, the pistol. the autopsy X rays
and photos—have either disappeared or
been lelt to the tender mercies of the
FBI, the Secret Sn‘r\iig_ﬂy(!_t__he_gg]hs
police. With onc stroke of his pen, the
President could make all this material
available to the Americau people. He has
chosen not to do so. It’s not only Earl
Warren who's ac [ault, although hy their
behavior, Warren and his colleagues
have desecrated John Kennedy's memo-
ry. The Chief Justice and his six coborts
were just front men for Lyndon Baines
Johnson. The buck staps at s desk.
PLAYBOY: New York Past columnist Pete
Hamill recently wrote that everywhere
he traveled in America, he came across a
theory about the assassination. “The
theory says that somehow, in some way,
Lyndon Baines Johnson was respon-
sible.”” On September 1. 1966, The New
York Times’ Moscow correspondent re-
ported that “the Kremlin was mounting a
campaign to challenge the Report's verac-
ity aud, by innuendo, to implicate
President Johnson in the assassination
of President Kennedy.” Intentionally or
not, aren’t you adding fuel to the fire
of these unsupported rumors?

LANE: That is not my intention. My
desire is to find out who killed our Presi-
dent and why he was killed. I've ap-
peared on radio and TV shows all across

the country and I've heard these rungars
mysell. T've been asked many times if
Johnson was invalved, T know these ru-
mars have been strengthened by the ve-
cent publlication of letters from  Jack
Ruby. smuggled out of the Dallas jail.
One of these, a note to another prisoner,
reads, “The only one who had anything
to gain by Kenuedy's death was Johunson.
Figure that out.” 1 personally think the
rumors are unfortunate, but the awful
thing is that untl (he ardives are
opened, uatil the facts are known, such
speculation will persist—and will grow.
Of course. T dow't believe President
Johuson had anything to do with the as-
sassination—but undl all the facts arc
kuown, T cannot base my dishelief on the
evidence. President Johnson has a per-
sonal antl political stake in dispelling
these rumors once and for all. Only the
facts can replace conjecture. T've ap-
pealed to the President to open up the
Nuwional Archives, assemble thr  evi-
dence and allow independent, impartial
and qualified investigators in the ficlds
of Dballistics, forensics, handwriting and
photographic analysis to cxamine every
document and reader an objective ver-
dict to the American people. Since Presi-
dent Johnson has nathing to hide, he
should deal Tonestly with the American
people by ascertaining and releasing all
the facts of the assassination. Until he
does, there will be a shroud of suspicion
hanging over his head, and over all our
democratic institutions. And il he does
not act voluntarily, then the American
people, through the legislatore and the
courts, will have to atct for him. We have
waited for the truth too long—three years
too long.

PLAYBOY: Do you helieve you will succeed
in discrediting the Warren Report and
initiating a new investigation?

LANE: The Warren Report already stands
discredited before the rest of the world.
When  Waggoner Carr, the auorney
general of Texas, read the Report, he
told the press: "It is a document which
will last through the ages.” 1 do not be-
lieve the Warren Report will survive the
next six months, In fact, 4 Harris pofl
published last October in The Washing-
ton Post revealed that even then only
one of three Americans believed Oswald
was the lone assassin. History may come
to know the Report as the “Warren
Whitewash™: it may be ranked with Tea-
pot Dome antl the Reichstag Fire trial as
a synonym for political cover-up and
cynical manipulation of the truth.
PLAYBOY: You've devoted the past three
years of your life to a critical investiga-
tion of the assassination. How long uo
you plan to continue your efforts?
LANE: Until the Americat people know
how and why and by whom our President
was killed on November 22, 1963.
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